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ALGERIA 


a. Lawmakers ask President Bouteflika to 
guit: Lawmakers from Algeria's ruling National 
Liberation Front (FLN), Jan 5, demanded the 
resignation of President Abdelaziz Bouteflika, say- 
ing that he is a threat to stability and an insult to 
people’s dignity in the country. 

The FLN lawmakers issued a statement calling on the 
President to stand down “because he represents a threat to the 
stability of our country, a danger to public order and security, 
end an insult to the dignity of the Algerian people and the 
sovereignty of elected assemblies." 


- Their call for the President to go came a day after police 
broke up an anti-Bouteflika demonstration outside parliament 
amid a widening rift within the FLN as presidential elections loom 
in April. Scores of protesters demonstrated, Jan 4, against a 
court ruling which froze the FLN’s activities and funding and 
nullified the results cf a party congress that re-elected former 
head of government Ali. Benflis as the party's secretary general. 


The party congress had also broadened Benflis’ powers while 
dropping its backing of Bouteflika, whose election in 1999 with 
the backing of the FLN was marred by the withdrawal of six other 
candidates alleging massive fraud. Bouteflika, who has not yet 
said whether he will seek re-election, sacked Benflis as head of 
government eight months ago, sparking the rift in the FLN that 
has since deepened, pitting the President’s backers against 


_ those of his former head of government and right-hand man. 


(SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 


ANGOLA 


a. Army clampdown on illegal diamond 
traffickers: As part of ongoing efforts to curb illegal 
diamond trafficking, the army has arrested 700 
people, state radio reported, Jan 14. 


The arrests were made during an army operation which 
began in the central province of Bie in December 2003, aimed 
at cleaning up diamond mining operations in the country. Among 
those arrested were 334 foreigners, most of whom were from 
the neighbouring Democratic Republic of Congo. 


An independent. risk analyst, Johann Smith, described the 
army sweep as an attempt by the government to take control of 
diamond mining operations. For decades it has been a poorly 
regulated sector, with the former rebel movement, UNITA, using 
the proceeds of its lucrative illegal mining to fund its war against 
the government. 


According to the radio report, the clampdown on illegal 
uffickers was a result of cooperation between the presidency, 
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the secret Service, several ministries and Angola's public 
diamond enterprise, ENDIAMA. 


"After the operation, ENDIAMA will go and take charge of 
security in these zones, and will take charge of the expulsion of 
illegal diamond traffickers,” the report stated. Out of an 
estimated total of 290,000 people suspected of illegal diamond 
mining throughout the country, 90,000 are believed to be 
foreigners, mostly from Sierra Leone, Senegal and Mali, besides 
those from the DRC. 
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(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 
{Background Info. Angola, pagé 1237] 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Army major arrested in connection with 
September coup plot: The government of Burkina 
Faso said, Jan 9, it had arrested an army major in 
connection with a coup plot against President Blaise 
Campaore that was first revealed in a 


2003. 


State prosecutor Abdoulaye Barry said Major Remy Kambou 
Sie, the forrner commander of the army garrison at Gaoua, a 
town in southwestern Burkina Faso, near the borders with ivory 
Coast and Ghana, was arrested on January 2. 


He was the 15th member of the armed forces to be arrested 
in connection with the alleged coup plot since September. One 
of those detained, Sergant Moussa Kabaore was. officially 
reported to have hanged himself in his cell in October, a few 
days after his arrest. Two civilians, protestant pastor Israel Pare 
and banker and opposition activist Norbert Tiendrebeogo have 
also been detained and charged with plotting to end Compaore's 
17-year rule in the country. The government has accused 
government officials.in neighbouring Ivory Coast and Togo of 
complicity in the affair. Barry said several other civilians and 
military officers had been questioned in connection with the 
alleged plot in addition to those already detained. All those 
charged would go on trial in February, he added. 


The prosecutor said Kambou had been arrested during his 
return to Burkina Faso on holiday from Mali, where he was 
attending a course in a military academy. He said the army major 
had been questioned and released in the initial stages of the 
inquiry, but subsequently came under renewed suspicion. 


“It is the same Kambou who we questioned earlier, but this 
time wa have decided to detain him because we realised he 
knew much more about the case than had earlier been 
appararent," Barry said. 

(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


[Background Info. Burkina Faso, page 1189:a] 
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BURUNDI 


a. Fighting displaces 10,000 civilians: An 
estimated 10,000 civilians have been displaced in 
the latest round of fighting between the army and 
Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL) fighters loyal 
to rebel leader Agathon Rwasa in Burundis Bujum- 
bura Rural Province. Jan 14 


"Some two thousand families had left their vilages and 
sought refuge at Isale [town] but only one-third are still there," 
Severin Bagorikunda, the interim administrator of Isale Comuune 
said, Jan 14. 


The fighting took place, Jan 12 and Jan 14, in Isale, and-led 
to a massive displacement of the population, Bagorikunda said. 


He said those who fled, Jan 14, were mainly from Nyabibande 
and Caranka areas while those who were displaced, Jan 12, 
were from Nyarumpongo and Cirisha areas in Bujumbura Rural. 


"It is a continuous movement of the population, some return 
home as others flee,“ he added. "They are now dispersed in 
families around the county town of Isale." Bagorikunda said that 
it was difficult to assess the situation as sporadic fighting 
continued in the cornmune. 


Humanitarian officials in the capital, Bujumbura said they 
had not received reports of the displacement. They said civilians 
who had been displaced recently had returned home and that 
others did not stay in one site for more than three days. 


b. President appoints members of Joint 
Military Command: Burundian President Domitien 
Ndayizeye signed, Jan 6, a decree appointing 33 
members of the Joint Military High Command, 20 
from the army and 13 from the former rebel 
movement Conseil National de la Defense de la 
Democratie-Forces de Defense de la Democratie 
(CNDD-FDD) led by Pierre Nkurunziza. 


The appointments are in accordance with a Technical Forces 
Agreement signed in Pretoria, South Africa, on November 2, 
2003, stipulating the composition of the joint command. The 
agreement stated that the command must comprise 60 per cent 
of officers from the army and 40 per cent from the CNDD-FDD. 


Although the CNDD-FDD faction led by Jean-Bosco Nday- 
ikengurukiye and the Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL) 
faction of Alain Mugabarabona have signed ceasefire accords 
with the transitional government, they are not included in the 
joint command. 


Ndayizeye also signed another decree, Jan 6, outlining the 
mandate of the joint command. The command is expected to 
propose to the government the size and structure of a new 
National Defence Force, taking into account the percentages 
given in the Technical Forces Agreement. 


The joint command is also assigned the function of 
overseeing the Disarmament, Demobilisation and Rehabilitation 
(DDR) programme of former rebel combatants, and of building 
trust between the armed forces and the former combatants of 
the CNDD-FDD and other movements that have signed ceasefire 
agreements with the government. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. 4.-wounded .as “police fire on cheering 
crowd: Four people were wounded in gunfire, Jan 
1, when a soldier “itiadvertently” shot into a crowd 
which came to see Monique Bozize, the wife. of 
President Francois Bozize, in a suburb of the 
capital, Bangui, state-owned Television Centrafri- 
caine reported. 


According to a statement signed by communications minister 
Parfait Mbay, a presidential guard inadvertently fired into people 
gathered to see the first lady who was visiting a maternity hospital 
in Boy Rabe suburb. 


"It is in no case an attack against Ms Bozize," Mbay said, 
adding that the soldier had been arrested and an investigation 
begun. A witness in Boy Rabe said one of the injured "would 
not survive as a bullet hit him in the head”. 


The incident took place hours after Bozize said in an address 
to the nation that 2004 would be a ysar of "security rebirth". He 
said 2004 would be decisive for the future of the CAR, especially 
for the transitional process that is meant to lead to democratic 
rule in early 2005. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CHAD 


a. UN envoy seeks $4.3m emergency aid for 
refugees: The United Nations appealed, Jan 13, 
for US$4.3 million of. emergency aid -to meet the 
immediate needs of 95,000 refugees from Sudan's 
sell Darfur province who have fled into eastern 

ad. 


Tom Vraalsen, the UN special humanitarian envoy to Chad, 
issued the appeal at a press conference in the Chadian capital 
N’Djamena at the end of a week-long visit to the country, during 
which he visited the refugees. A UN spokesman present at the 
briefing said that the $4.3 million would cover the immediate 
needs of the refugees until the end of March. 


He said $3.0 million of the emergency aid would be 
earmarked for the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to provide 
food for the refugees. Most of the rest - $817,000, would go the 
UN refugee agency UNHCR, which has begun setting up camps 
in eastern Chad. 


The refugees fled a conflict in Darfur between Sudanese 
government forces, supported by Arab tribal militias and two 
rebel movements seeking autonomy for the province. 


The fighting began in early 2003 and has gradually become | 
more intense. Militiamen riding on horses and camels have 
staged frequent raids to destroy villages, kill the inhabitants and 
steal their livestock. 


The United Nations estimates that 30,000 refugees poured 
across the border into the remote semi-desert of eastern Chad 
in December 2003. A further 600,000 people are thought to be 
internally displaced within Darfur. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Chad, page 1239] 
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COMORO ISLANDS 


a. High hopes for peace deal: Comoran 
officials, Jan 7, were optimistic that a recent 
agreement aimed at breaking the deadlock between 
political leaders would pave the way towards 
permanent stability in the troubled Indian Ocean 
archipelago. 


The deal brokered by the African Union (AU) was signed in 
December 2003 in the country’s capital, Moroni, and is expected 
to bring to an end months of internal political wrangling. 


"All the parties are committed to implement the agreement 
and there is hope now that we will move forward towards 
permanent peace. The international community has also assured 
the country of its support throughout this process," Comoros 
charge d'affaires in South Africa, Bacar Salim, said. 


Since the devolution process began in 2002, which saw each 
of the three islands in the archipelago elect its own president, 
tensions have heightened between Union President Azali 
Assoumani and Grande Comore President Abdou Soule Elbak 
over the respective powers of their offices. 


The principal disagreements between Assoumani and Elbak 
relate to the distribution of revenues, and authority over the police 
and the national army. 


After the failure of previous attempts to crack the political 
standoff, the Moroni reconciliation deal is seen as the most 
viable, mainly because of the detail it provides as to exactly how 
the division of- power would work between-the presidents of the 
islands and the union government. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Comoro Islands, page 1239:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Nine reporters get prison sentences for 
defamation: Nine reporters of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC) state broadcaster, 
Radio-television Nationale Congolaise (RNTC), 
have been sentenced to one year in prison, without 
parole, for defamation, a peel journalist organisation 
reported, Jan 7. 


In a statement, Journaliste En Danger (JED) reported that a 
Kinshasa/Gombe court sentenced the reporters, Jan 5, for 
defamation and “slanderous denunciations" against a former 
communications and press minister, Kikaya bin Karubi. The court 
also ordered the reporters, who were not in court during the 
sentencing, to pay Kikaya US $2,500 each in damages and 
interest. 


JED reported that the judgement followed a suit filed by 
Kikaya in March 2003, accusing the reporters of having defamed 
him in a letter they wrote to DRC President Joseph Kabila after 
a stormy meeting of RTNC employees in February 2003. 


According to JED, the reporters and other RTNC employees 
called for Kikaya’s resignation during a general meeting in 
February 2003, and the reinstatement of suspended RTNC 
director Luboya Mvidie. A cameraman was suspended soon after 


SD 


African Chronicle 1251 


the meeting for filming and airing images of angry RTNC 
employees at the meeting. 


b. 600 rebels to surrender: The government is 
negotiating with the UN Mission to Congo (DR) over 
the surrender of more than 600 fighters of the rebel 
Allied Democratic Forces, a member of the Amnesty 
Commission has said. 


"We are in the last stages of negotiation with ADF rebels 
with the help of the MONUC and soon the deal will materialise,” 
commissioner Ganyana Miiro told journalists, Jan 5, at a 
transition camp in Mubende district. The Amnesty Commission 
recently received more than 400 former rebels who belonged to 
a faction of the West Nile Bank Front headed by Idi Amin’s son, 
Taban, at the same camp. 


"We have aiways known the ADF rebels to be 500 but it is 
slightly more that that," the Amnesty official said. Meanwhile, 
some 22 ADF rebel suspects were released from Kigo prison in 
December 2002, after being held for more than a year. Five of 
the former rebe!s sought clemency at the Amnesty Commission 
office in Kampala, Jan 5 


"We are trying to take advantage of this and be free and we 
ask our brothers who are still hiding or in the bush to come out,” 
one of the five told The Monitor . 


There are 11 days left on the amnesty, declared in 2003, for 
armed opponents of President Museveni’s government. The ADF 
declared war against the government in 1996 but had been 
defeated by the end of 2000. 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1107:a] 


c. Judges suspend their two-month strike: 
Judges across the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), Jan 5, suspended a strike they had 
begun at the end of October 2003, demanding better 
pay and working conditions, as well as greater 
independence of action. 


According to Sambay Mutenda Lukusa, the president of the 
Gombe Court of Appeals and president of the judges’ union that 
called the strike, said its suspension would enable parliament 
and government "to negotiate seriously and undisturbed with the 
third power that is the judiciary”. 


A week earlier, the Congolese transitional parliament had 
established a commission to mediate between the government 
and the judiciary. A similar commission had been established 
several weeks prior to that. 


"We have returned to work, because we were satisfied that 
the other powers were beginning to take the issue of joeala 
independence seriously," Sambay said. 


In the past, judges have often been manipulated by 
politicians, and accused of accepting bribes to supplement low 
salaries. The 1,700 judges who had been on strike have resumed 
their duties without any resolution of their demands for higher 
salaries, an issue they said was closely linked to independence 
of the judiciary. 

"The financial question was part of our larger concern of 
ensuring an independent judiciary,” Sambay said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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EGYPT 


a. 148 on board perish as plane crashes into 
Red Sea: An Egyptian plane, Boeing 737, carrying 
135 French tourists and 13 Egyptians, crashed into 
the Red Sea shortly after take off from the resort of 
Sharm el-Sheikh, Jan 3, killing all on board , official 
said, 


The crash came amid heightened air security, particularly by 
Britain, France and the United States, in the face of fears that 
a passenger airliner could be used for a terror attack. 


"All people who were aboard the plane are dead," Osama 
al-Sayed, a senior official with its owners, Flash Airlines, told 
reporters. 


The aircraft disappeared from the redar screens of Cairo ’ 


airport at 0814 IST, minutes after taking off from the Red Sea 
resort, the civil avialtion authorities said. 


According to the Al-Ahram newspaper, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak was scheduled to go to Sharm el-Sheikh, Jan 3, 
for talks with the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, who was 
holidaying there. 


"There were 135 French tourists aboard as well as 13 
Egyptians, six of them crew members," said an airline official. 


"The plane had arrived from Venice with Italian tourists 
aboard and took off an ‘hour later". 


"The aircraft had been due to make a short stopover in Cairo 
to refuel before continuing to Roissy Charles de Gaulle airport 
in Paris”. 


Probe ordered: The French justice minister, Dominique 
Perben, Jan 3, asked prosecutors to start a preliminary inqurity 
into the crash. 


The ministry said the request "does not prejudge in any way 
the causes of the castastrophe," but simply provides a legal 
framework for French and Egyptian investigators as they 
conduct their probe. 


The request allows France to send investigators to the scene 
to work with their Egyptian counterparts to determine the cause 
of the crash, judicial sources said. 


Swiss ban: The Egyptian charter company whose plane 
crashed into the Red Sea had been banned from flying to 
Switzerland for more than a year because of technical problems, 
a civil aviation official said, Jan 4. 


‘A series of safety shortcoming showed up in a plane of Flash 
Airlines during a routine security check at Zurich Airport in 


_ October 2002," said Celestine Perissinotto, spokeswoman for 


the Swiss Federal Office for Civil Aviation, confirming Swiss 

television reports in Bern. 
(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta, Hindu, Madras, Deccan Herald, 
Bangalore and Asian Age, New Delhi) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Gambella top official disappears: Ethiopian 
police are investigating the disappearance of a top 
government official after at least 50 people were 
killed in western Ethiopia, officials said, Jan 12. 
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The President of Gambella State, Okelo Akuai, vanished 
along with his driver and two bodyguards just weeks after clashes 
left dozens of people dead in the remote region that borders 
Sudan. 


Government spokesman Zemedkun Teckile said the authori- 
ties were investigating the disappearance of Akuai and his 
companions, which happened, Jan 9. 


"We are trying to find him," Teckle said. "We do not know 
why he has disappeared." His abandoned four-wheel drive 
vehicle was found in the state capital, Gambella town, but no 
word has been heard from him since, he added. 


The people killed in the recent clashes in Gambella, located 
some 800 km west of Addis Ababa, were mainly from the local 
Anuak ethnic group. Akuai, who is an Anuak, headed the region 
for the past year. 


_ According to humanitarian sources he is believed to have 
crossed into Sudan after claiming that the death toll in the fighting 
was much higher than government figures. 


b. Thousands of Anyuak flee to Sudan: Since 
a spate of ethnic killing occurred in December 2003, 
in the Gambella region of western Ethiopia, about 
15,000 members of the Anyuak community have 
fled to neighbouring Sudan, according to humani- 
tarian sources. 


Between 100 and 300 Sudanese and Ethiopian Anyuak were 
arriving every day in Pachala County in the Upper Nile region 
of southern Sudan, Myron Jesperson, the director of World 
Relief,-said, Jan 12. Most of the arrivals were in Pachala town, 
with others scattered throughout the county, he said. 


Many of the arrivals were camped at a local school and 
church, and were dependent on either purchased or hunted food, 
said Jesperson. 


With little surplus food available from the last harvest, food 
assistance would most likely be required in Pachala for between 
eight and 10 months, he added. 


“They're not in a desperate condition, but the question is 
what is going to happen to them fong-term,” said Jesperson. 


c. Bomb explodes on fue! tanker: A small 
bomb planted on a fuel tanker travelling into the 
Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, has exploded but 
miraculously no-one was killed, government officials 
said, Jan 6. 


A second bomb planted on-another Ethiopian tanker was 
spotted and defused by bomb squad experts, government 
spokesman Zemedkun Teckle added. 


In September 2002, two people died when a bomb exploded 
on a passenger train travelling from Djibouti to Ethiopia. 


The government accused the rebels of carrying out that 
attack, an accusation they denied. They did, however, claim 
responsibility for a similar bomb attack on the same line in June 
2002, which damaged a terminal building and a train carriage. 


Ethiopian police have appealed to the public for information 
on the latest attacks. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
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GHANA 


a. Police seize massive cocaine haul worth 
$145 million: Ghanaian narcotics officials said, Jan 
8, they had busted an international drugs cartel in 
the port city of Tema, after seizing 674 kilograms of 
cocaine that was in transit to Europe. 


"The street value of the drugs, which were about to be 
shipped to the United Kingdom, has been confirmed to be US 
$145 million," Edmund Tei, an official at Ghana's Narcotics 
Control Board, said. 


It is the largest quantity of drugs ever seized in Ghana, and 
one of the largest ever to be intercepted in West Africa, which 
has increasingly become a transit point for shipping heroin and 
cocaine into Europe. 


Tei said the drugs, packed in 22 cartons, were concealed in 
the residence of Kevin Gorman, a 59 year-old American, who 
was arrested along with three British nationals, two Ghanaians 
and a German. 


Gorman, who together with the two Ghanaians manages the 
Tuna To-Go Fishing Company at Tema, denied onwership of the 
drugs, Tei said: The American said the cocaine belonged to a 
friend and he had no idea how it had been brought into Ghana. 
Narcotics officials said they suspected the cocaine had been air 
dropped into Ghana's offshore territorial waters and picked up 
by tuna fishing boats which brought the drugs ashore. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


GUINEA | 


a. Journalists face reprisals after elections: 
Following the controversial December 21, 2003 
elections in Guinea, several independent journalists 
in the country have come under harassment and 
intimidation for stories and comments made in 
connection with the elections. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) 
sources in Guinea, on December 26, and again, on December 
30, 2003, Sanou Kerfalla Ciss, and Talib, Diallo, managing editor 
and deputy edjtor-in-chief respectively, of the weekly Le 
Diplomate newspaper, as well as Jean Marie Morgan, a freelance 
journalist, were summoned by the police special branch (the 
DST) and interrogated for several hours. 


The journalists were specifically quizzed about two separate 
articles under the headlines "Matam - The dice are loaded" and 
"Kaloum - Elections devalued", and published in the Issue of 
the December 23, 2003 edition of the Le Diplomate. 


The stories denounced what were described as widespread 
election malpractices. The publications were also accompanied 
by illustrations of underage children stuffing ballot boxes and 
women who had voted more than once. 

After several hours of interrogation, Commissioner Mamadou 
Camara, Chief of Operation of the DST, ordered the journalists 
to return and remain at their work places and wait for the police 
special branch to decide their fate. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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GUINEA BISSAU 


a. World Bank to provide $13m to shore up 
economy: The World Bank has agreed to provide 
US$13 million of emergency aid to the cash- 
strapped transitional government of Guinea-Bissau 
to help it pay compensation for damage to private 
property inflicted during the civil war of 1998-99 and 
to finance a demobilisation programme for former 
combatants. 


Part of the money will also be used to compensate depositors 
in a collapsed state-run bank, Banco International da Guine-Bis- 
sau. The deal was announced by John Macintire, the World 
Bank's director of operations for Guinea-Bissau, following a 
meeting with President Henrique Rosa, Jan 6. The World Bank 
had previously said that it would not provide fresh aid to the 
country until it had agreed on a new economic programme with 
the international Monetary Fund (IMF). The IMF stopped 
supporting the country in 2001. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannsburg) 


KENYA 


a. President, PM to share power: Delegates, 
Jan 13, agreed to retain the President as head of 
government in a new power structure, which will 
also have a Prime Minister. 


A committee of the National Constitutional Conference 
endorsed a hybrid government system similar to the one 
proposed in the compromise brokered by the Coalition of 
National Unity, which will combine parliamentary and presidential 
elements. The proposed Constitution will empower the President 
to chair all cabinet meetings, which will be attended by the Prime 
Minister and other ministers. 


Delegates want the President barred by the Constitution from 
holding any public office, including being leader of a political 
party or Member of Parliament as soon as he or she is sworn-in. 


But the technical committee on the executive also resolved 
that the President would share executive powers with a Prime 
Minister. The resolution was made after members passed an 
amended motion by former Butere MP, Martin Shikuku, calling 
for a hybrid system. The series of private talks took place after 
it became plain that the much-vaunted compromise was facing 
a lukewarm reception at best and downright hostility at worst 
from delegates and some commissioners. Although the 10-point 
document was not introduced at meeting of the Steering 
Committee, it was clear delegates discussing the Executive were 
alive to its proposals. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBYA 


a. Tripoli to pay $170 m for next of Kim of 
French aircraft bombing: Libya signed a compen- 
sation accord worth $170 million, Jan 7, with families 
of victims of a 1989 French passenger jet bombing. 


The deal should open the way to a new era of ties between 
Tripoli and Paris. 
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The agreement was signed between a representative of 
families of victims of the attack, Guillaume Denoix de Saint Marc, 
and the director of a Libyan foundation, Saleh Abdul Salam. 

A bank handling the transfer of funds and SOS-Attentat, a 
group which works for terrorism victims’ rights, also signed the 
private deal. 

The Sept 19, 1989 bombing of an UTA Airlines jet flight over 
the Niger desert killed all 170 people aboard. Victims’ families 
came from 17 countries, but France, with 54 dead, had the 


heaviest casualties. 


“There is a bit of euphoria linked to the end of enormous 
negotiations, the end of nearly 15 years of grieving," Denoix 
de Saint Marc said ahead of the signing. He said that families 
were ‘satisfied’ with the terms of the accord. “The Libyan 
government has finally recovered its honour," he added. 


Applause broke out after numerous papers were signed to 
seal the private accord between families of victims and the 
Gaddafi International Association for Charitable Organisation. 


Libyan Jews claim £ 100 million for seized wealth: Exiled 
Jews are launching multi-million pound compensation claim for 
property seized in Libya, after Gaddafi signalled that he would 
consider making payments in his latest effort to end historic 
enmities. 


The case is being assembled by the Israel-based Organistion 
for Libyan Jews and the country’s justice ministry. 


Libyan Jewish leaders say that the confiscated homes, 
businesses, synagogues, cemeteries and community buildings 
are worth well in excess of £ 100 million. 


Jews also owned large tracts of land, which are estimated 
to be worth tens of millions of pounds. 


Gaddafi said that he was ready to compensate Libyan Jews 
for confiscated property while addressing his Popular Committee 
for Public Security and Justice recently, according to Af Bawaba, 
a leading pan-Arab news website, and other Arab press outlets. 


Gaddafi’s son admits buying N-plan from Pakistan: The 
son of Muammar Gaddafi revealed, Jan 3, that Libya bought 
plans to make a nuclear bomb from Pakistani scientists for 
“millions of pounds". 

Saif al-lslam Gaddafi said that the country had spent $40 
million on its quest to acquire nuclear capacity. Some of the 
"five-star Libyan scientists" working on the bomb had trained in 
Britain. 

Pakistan admitted recently that "rouge scientists" may have 
peddled technology for "individual gains". 

“It said that several had been questioned, among them Abdul 
Qadeer Khan, a fundamentalist sympathiser regarded as the 


` father" of the country's nuclear bomb. 


Several of his colleagues have been detained for interroga- 
tion, 


British and American experts who went to inspect Libyan 
weapons site were taken aback when they found that nuclear 
scientists working for Gaddafi had what one Western official 
described as a "full bomb dossier” from the Pakistanis. 


The officials said that the Pakistani scientists had received 
the payments from Libya—which they said could have been 
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substantially higher, even as much as $100 milllon—over several 
years, starting in the late 1990s. They appeared to have been 
working on their own account, without the knowledge of the 
authorities in Islamabad. 


in an interview with The Sunday Times in his Tuscan-style 
villa on his farm east of Tripoli, Saif Gaddafi, 32, confirmed that 
Libya had bought nuclear components, inciuding centrifuges, 
from a variety of black market dealers. Some of the material 
came from Malaysia and various Asian countries, he said. Other 
components had been bought on the black market in South 
Africa. 


"We dealt with an underground network of middle men and 
secret workshops”, he said. "This piece from here, that piece 
from there”. 


US not to lift curbs: The White House has said that the 
sanctions against Libya will remain but has promised to take 
"tangible steps" if Tripoli addresses US concerns on weapons 
of mass destruction. - 


"Despite the positive Havelbamants the crisis with respect 
to Libya has not been fully resolved: and | have therefore 
determined that it is necessary to continue the national 
emergency declared with respect to Libya.and maintain in force 
the comprehensive sanctions against Libya”, said the President, 
George W Bush, in a letter to Congress, it was reported, Jan 6. 


"As Libya takes tangible steps to address those concerns, 
the US will in turn take reciprocal tangible steps to recognise 
Libya’s progress," he said even while ‘not spelling out the finer 
details of his_plans,.The impression js that Washington could be 
"rolling back" some of the punitive measures but apparently as 
of now no formal decisions have been made. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras, Asian Age,. New Delhi and Telegraph, 
London) 


{Background info. Libya, pagë 1241:a, 1247, 1248] 


MALAWI 


a. Pilot fatigue blamed for Air Malawi crash: 
information reaching The Chronicle indicates that 
the cause of the airplane crash in Mzuzu, which 
saw the second Vice President Chakufwa Chihana 
and his wife receive some injuries, has been blamed 
on pilot fatigue. 


in a recent development, The Chronicle received information 
from an Air Malawi member of staff who indicated that pilots are 
working too hard and doing lots of axtra flying to the point that 
they are fatigued physically and mentally. Most of them were in 
no condition to be entrusted with the lives of passengers in the 
air. 

Apparently, Malawian pilots are in great demand because of 
the superior training they receive and have been easily finding 
more lucrative jobs elsewhere. A newly established airline 
working out of Tanzania called Precision Air is also said to be 
recruiting Malawi's pilots. This act in turn is leaving fewer pilots 
at home to fly to all the other destinations that Malawi is 
committed to. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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MAURITANIA 


a. Former mayor arrested: Mauritanian police 
arrested opposition activist Mohamed Jemil Ould 
Mansour on his return from exile in Belgium recently 
and are holding him incommunicado without charge, 
one of his defence lawyers said, Jan 12. 


Lawyer Diabira Maroufa, one of the lawyers, said that neither 
he nor any of his colleagues had been able to see Mansour, 
who is the former mayor of Nouakchott’s middle-income suburb 
of Arafat, a stronghold of Islamic radicals. 


Ould Mansour was arrested in 2003, along with about 40 
other Islamic radicals, shortly-before a bloody coup attempt on 
June 8 that narrowly failed to oust President Maaoouiya Ould 
Taya. 


The former army colonel fige ruled the poor desert countiy 
of 2.5 million with. an irom hand for.20 years. 


Ould Mansour, who belongs to the Rally of Democratic 
Forces led by former central bank governor Ahmed Ould Daddah, 
escaped’ from jail during the. POUP! enemy and fled across the 
border to Senegal. : 


He eventually sought political asylum in Belgium, but was 
arrested on the tarmac at Nouakchott airport when he voluntarily 
returned from Brussels, Jan 8. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MOROCCO 


á. King pardons journalists: The Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ) welcomed the release, 
Jan 9, of jailed Moroccan journalists Ali Lmrabet, 
owner and editor of the ‘weeklies Demain and 
Douman, and Mohammed al-Herd, editor of the 
Oujda-based weekly Al-Sharq. 

Both were pardoned, Jan 9, by Morocco’s King Mohammed 
VI after spending more than seven months behind, bars. 


"We welcome this pardon and ‘are relieved ‘to see our 
colleagues free again," said CPJ executive Director Ann Cooper. 
"But, their release does not erase the fact ath they were unjustly 
deprived of their liberty for more than seven months. 


If Morocco is to be recognized as a nation that tolerates 
press freedom, it must prevent these kinds of abuses in the 
future.” 


Lmrabet was convicted and jailed on May 21, when a court 
found him guilty of “insulting the king,” “undermining the 
monarchy," and "challenging the territorial integrity of the 
state." 


He. was sentenced to four years (later reduced on appeal 
to three years) in prison and fined 20,000 Moroccan dirhams 
(US$2,000). 

Lmrabet angered officials when he published a series of 
articles and cartoons that tackled two of the most politically 
sensitive issues in Morocco: the monarchy and the country's 
sovereignty over the disputed Western Sahara. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


African Chronicle 


1255 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Former assistant manager gives evidence 
in bank fraud case: Ligia Pires, the former 
assistant manager at the branch of the Commercial 
Bank of Mozambique (BCM), Jan 13, told the 
Maputo city court that her signature did indeed 
feature on several documents related to fraudulent 
cheques. 


Those cheques, for enormous sums, were deposited in 
1996 in accounts opened at the Sommerschield branch of the 
BCM in Maputo, in the names of members of the Abdul Satar 
family, two of their companies, and their associate Yasser 
Mahomed. 


The cheques were drawn on accounts held in branches 
elsewhere in Mozambique which either contained very little 
money or had even been closed. 


Yet the Sommerschield branch manager, Vicente Ramaya, 
treated the dud cheques as good, and credited the money to 
the Satars' accounts. In this way the bank Jost 144 billion meticais 
(14 million US dollars at the exchange rates of the time). 


Ms Pires was shown cheque delivery notes that she had 
signed and asked to look for irregularities, comparing delivery 
notes for some of the fraudulent cheques with notes for genuine 
cheques. 


She insisted she could see nothing wrong with the BCM seal 
stamped on the notes. The prosecution, however, argued that 
the notes, including the seal, were forged by Ramaya, who is 
accused of masterminding the fraud. 


Satar paid lawyer $25,000: One of the key figures in 
Mozambique's largest bank fraud, Abdul Satar, paid prominent 
lawyer Maximo Dias 25,000 US dollars in 1996. 


Talking to reporters outside the court hearing the case, Jan 
12, Dias referred to this sum as if it were a small amount, and 
claimed that Satar still owes him money. 


He admitted that, after Satar had fled the country in August 
1996, he went to meet him in the South African city of Durban. 
Dias denied that he was in any way responsible for the fact that 
Satar (who is now in Dubai) has remained beyond the reach of 
Mozambican justice. On the contrary, he said, he had urged 
him to return to Maputo. 

Asked about Satar’s parents, who are also involved in the 
fraud, and are also fugitives in Dubai, Dias dismissed the 
question with the words “I’m not their lawyer’. 

He said that he remains Satar's lawyer—even though he 
has not spoken to his client for the past two years. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Second arrest in Ecstasy case: The 
Namibian police drug law enforcement unit at Walvis 
Bay has arrested a second suspect in a drug- related 
case dating back to December 2003. 


Bruno izaaks, a legal drafter at the Windhoek ministry of 
justice, was taken into custody at Swakopmund. His girlfriend, 
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Andrea Helena Feres (24), was arrested on New Year's Eve. 
Police said she had 18 ‘ecstasy’ tablets in her possession. 
According to the police, they did not have enough evidence to 
arrest Izaaks at the same time as Feres. | 


He was charged with possessing drugs and appeared in the 
magistrate’s court, Jan 6. Izaaks and Feres were each released 
on N$1,000 bail and ordered to appear in the court on April 1, 
pending laboratory results. Feres was one of four young people 
arrested at Swakopmund over the New Year. Forty ‘ecstasy’ 
tablets were confiscated with a total value of N$4,800. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGER 


a. Editor gets bail after two months in prison: 
The managing editor of the weekly Le Republicain, 
Mamane Abou, was released on bail by the court 


of criminal appeal in Niamey, Jan 6, after spending | 


two months in a prison. 


On Nov 7, 2003, the Niamey regional tribunai at a closed, 
secret trial, sentenced the journalist to six months in prison for 
"criminal defamation" against the Prime Minister, Hama Amadou 
and his former finance minister, Ali Badjo Gamati. 


The court also imposed two separate fines of CFA300,000 
francs (about US$559) for cost and CFA10 million francs (about 
US$18,622) in damages on Mamane Abou. The July 17 - 23 
edition of the newspaper had published an article which reported 
that the government made irregular expenses for various 
contracts, to the tune of CFA4 billion francs. 


Most of those payments were said to have gone to 
businessmen close to the Prime Minister. The newspaper also 
published a number of documents, allegedly leaked from the 
public treasury, to corroborate the claims made in the article. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) 
sources in Niger, on Dec 23, 2003, the court, on appeal, reduced 
Mamane Abou’s sentence to a four-month suspended term. The 
fines for cost and damages were also reduced to CFA100,000 
and CFA 2 million respectively. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


NIGERIA 


a, Stranded World Airways passengers pro- 
test at Lagos airport: Hundreds of stranded 
U.S-bound passengers of Ritetime/World Airways 
protested, Jan 13, against unfriendly conditions at 
the depatrure hall of the Murtala International 
Airport, Lagos. 

They specifically requested the federal government to come 
to their rescue, as Ritetime Aviation and Travel Services, Inc. 
had left them in the limbo. Mother of the baby, Mrs. Ngozi 


` Ogunka, who wept for most part of Jan 13, over the deteriorating 


health condition of her baby, said she had been sleeping on the 
floor of the departure hall with the baby for a week, having 
exhausted her money in the hotel as a result of the ann of 
the airline to airlift her back to the U.S. 


The baby, she said, was to have seen the doctor in America, 
Jan 13, but for the fact that Ritetime//Vorid Airways was yet to 
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move her back to base, adding that the kaby now suffers 
diarrhoea, with no money for treatment. 


Mrs. Ogunka said reports that the airline had checked 
stranded passengers into a hotel were untrue, as they were 
immediately chased out of the one reserved for them because 
of the airline’s failure to pay. 


The pitiable condition of the baby and mother triggered the 
anger of hundreds of other stranded passengers who became 
unruly, stopping movement of people into and out of the airport, 
Jan 13. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. Genocide survivors flee province after 
killings: Several genocide survivors have fled 
Rwanda’s southwestern province of Gikongoro for 
fear of becoming targets of killings that have rocked 
the area of late, a government bi-weekly newspa- 
per, The New Times, reported, Jan 12. 


The newspaper quoted a member of the Rwandan Senate, 
Stanley Safari, as saying that seven survivors of the 1994 
genocide had sought refugee in other parts of the country due 
to intimidation and murder attempts. 


"This is a clear indication of lack of prevention of the crime 
in the province," ‘Safari was quoted as saying. "It is appalling 
that even now people are being hunted down to be killed." 


Four genocide survivors were reported to have been killed 
in Gikongoro in December 2003 by an alleged a gang of genocide 
suspects in order to prevent the survivors from testifying in the 
Gacaca justice system, introduced in the country in 2001. The 
Senate has accused government of being reluctant to stop the 
intimidation and the killings, claiming that some grassroot leaders 
were involved in the acts. 


However, Prime Minister Bernard Makuza told the senators 
recently that the country’s security organs had arrested 25 
suspects in connection with the killings. He said some of the 
suspects would be charged in law courts. 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 


b. Curbs on leaded petrol: The government has 
given importers of leaded petrol two months to clear 
their storage facilities, a local newspaper reported, 
Jan 9. 


Rwanda is a signatory to a 5-nation action plan signed in 
2002 to phase out leaded petrol by the end of 2003. Other 
countries are Burundi, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Kenya. The 
announcement comes as the government prepares to submit a 
report to the United Nations Environment Programme detailing 
the progress in line with the particular action plan. 


Celestin Kayitare, the secretary general in the ministry of 
commerce, said that the decision was taken on environmental 
grounds. Egide Gakuba, the president of the Petroleum Import- 
ers Association, told The Monitor that the government's decision 
would not affect them. "If its the government's decision, then it 
means that they have thought hard about it. | don’t think it will 
affect us in any way," he said. 
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The plan to eliminate leaded petroleum is being co-ordinated 
by the Partnership for Clean Vehicles and Fuels which was 
founded at the August 2002 World Summit on Sustainability in 
Johannesburg. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki signs BEE Act into law: President 
Thabo Mbeki has signed into law the Black Eco- 
nomic Empowerment (BEE) Act, in a move that will 
see the majority of the country’s disadvantaged 
included into the mainstream economy. 


Presidential spokesperson Bheki Khumalo said the BEE Act 
would however come into operation on the date to be determined 
by the President:by proclamation in the Gazette, it was reported, 
Jan 9. The Act makes provision for the. establishment of a 
legislative framework for the promotion of black economic 
empowerment mainly to promote the participation of black people 
in the country’s economy. 


The Act also gives support for empowerment companies 
particularly women-owned enterprises to access finance, in- 
crease the number of women who own and manage existing and 
new enterprises, and increase their access to economic 
activities, infrastructure and skills training. 


The Act empowers the minister of trade and industry Alec 
Erwin to issue codes of good practice on empowerment, and 
aiso makes provision for the establishment of a BEE Advisory 
Council. 


The council's objectives will be to advise President Mbeki on 
the implementation of BEE strategies to ensure that full 
transformation of the business sector is in accordance with 
’ economic growth. 


b. Mbeki hospitalised: President Thabo Mbeki 
was rushed to hospital, Jan 11, suffering from 
breathing problems at the launch of his African 
National Congress (ANC) party’s re-election cam- 
paign in the eastern city of Pietermaritzburg. 


His spokesman, Bheki Khumalo, told journalists Mbeki was 
released shortly afterwards, once he had been examined by 
doctors who were satisfied there was no cause for concern. 


“The doctor determined that he had an allergy to what he 
had eaten," Khumalo said, adding that Mbeki flew back to the 
capital, Pretoria, as scheduled, Jan 11, where he had a further 
medical examination. 


Mbeki was expected to resume work, as normal, Jan 12, and 
travel to the Democratic Republic of Congo, Jan 13. A joint 
statement from the presidency and the Surgeon General 
confirmed that Mbeki, 61, had taken ill, but reassured the nation 
the president had recovered. 


c. Bullets fly in hotel attack: All hell broke loose 
in a Parow guesthouse after armed robbers burst 
in, battered two staff to a bloody pulp and then 
engaged in a shootout with police and a security 
officer, it was reported, Jan 9. 
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A woman employee, 54, had serious facial wounds, but is 
in a stable condition in a northern suburbs hospital. 


And a robber with a bullet wound is in a serious but stable 
condition at Tygerberg Hospital, under armed guard. Parow 
police spokeswoman Captain Marie Louw said the woman and 
a colleague, 22, were watching TV in a lounge at the Gate House 
of Fleet guesthouse in Namesia Street, Plattekloof when two 
men charged in. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SUDAN 


a. Wealth-sharing pact signed with SPLM/A: 
The government of Sudan and the Sudan People's 
Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), Jan 7, signed 
an agreement on wealth sharing that will give 
southern Sudan significant economic independence 
during a six-year interim period. 


“For the first time the government will be self-reliant in the 
south and will have the resources and wealth for development 
and providing basic services," said Yasir Arman, SPLM/A 
spokesman. “We will have a meaningful autonomy for the south 
supported by resources." 


Speaking of "a paradigm shift", SPLM/A chairman John 
Garang said for the first time the south would have much needed 
resources to provide services and engage in poverty eradication. 
"It will lead to a democratic and structural transformation of 
Sudan,” he said. 


Under the agreement, the southern government is to retain 
half of its oil and non-oil revenue and give the other half to the 
Khartoum-based central government during the interim period, 
at the end of which a referendum is to be held to determine 
whether or not the south remains part of Sudan. Each 
oil-producing state is to receive two per cent of net oi! wealth, 
while a National Petroleum Commission, with representatives 
from both sides, will be established to manage the oi) sector. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TUNISIA 


a. Journalist Sihem Bensedrine assaulted: 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has called for a 
full investigation into the recent assault on journalist 
and human rights activist Sinem Bensedrine. 


Bensedrine was attacked on Jan 5, as she left her home 
to go to an Internet cafe. She was accosted by three men in the 
street. The youngest of the three, whom she could not identify, 
tripped her and then beat and insulted her. The other two men, 
who intervened only after the attack, told her, "Don’t pay attention 
to the actions of this young delinquent.” 


Suffering from bruises, Bensedrine had her injuries examined 
by a doctor, Jan 6, and asked her lawyer to file a complaint 
about the incident. On Jan 8, she was summoned by the police. 
only to be confronted by a mentally-challenged local man whom 
she has known for a long time. Bensedrine’s husband said the 
police were trying to pin the blame for the attack on the young 
man. Bensedrine said, "The political police are behind this 
assault.” 
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"This kind of intimidation is unacceptable, as is the response 
of the Tunisian authorities, when they blandly say that no political 
police exist in Tunisia! This is not April Fool's Day," said RSF 
secretary-general Robert Minard. He noted that a lawyers’ 
collective was currently preparing Bensedrine’s statement of 
evidence for the prosecutor's office. 


b. Women’s union elects new president: Mrs. 
Aziza Hatira was elected, Jan 7, new president of 
the National Union of Tunisian Women (UNFT). 


An economics graduate, Mrs. Hatira, 46, is an expert in 
energy and has served as president of the national energy 
observatory. She has also served as the director of studies and 
international cooperatoin at the centre for information, training, 
Studies and research for associatians. She is also a vice 
president of the Economic and Social Council. 


Mrs. Hatira replaces Mrs. Chedlia Boukhechina, who is also 
deputy speaker of the Tunisian Chamber of Deputies. The 
National Union of Tunisian Women (UNFT) is the principal 
women organization in Tunisia. It was the first women’s 
non-governmental organization to be created after inde- 
pendence: 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. Justice Forum calls for referendum boy- 
cott: The president-general of the Justice Forum, 
Mayanja Kibirige, has urged Ugandans to boycott 
the referendum on political systems. 


He said the referendum was uncalled for since the govern- 
ment had legalised political parties by registering. 


He wondered why the government was recruiting members 
and at the same time calling for the referendum. Mayanja was 
addressing Masaka Muslim Women Koran Association members 
at the Main Mosque where he closed a seminar on learning the 
Koran, Jan 13. 


He said if the Government wanted Ugandans to remain in 
the Movement system, it should disband the National Resistance 
Movement party. 


b. Uganda faces UN suspension: The United 
Nations Committee Against Torture has given 
government up to May to submit its report on torture 
and human rights. 


Uganda faces suspension from the UN Convention Against 
Torture if it fails to comply. This was revealed, Jan 12, by the 
Danish ambassador Stig Barlyng at a seminar on ‘State Party 
Reporting by Uganda to the UN Committee Against Torture’ 
(CAT) at Imperial Botanical Beach Hotel, Entebbe. 


"Of 38 countries whose initial reports to the United Nation’s 
CAT are overdue, Uganda is unfortunately topping the list and 
its initial report was due on June 25, 1988," he said. Barlyng 
said the process of writing the report and gathering relevant 
information increases awareness of the country's obligations to 
prevent torture and rehabilitate victims of torture. 


The diplomat said this would pave the way for strict national 
legislation criminalising the use of torture. 
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While opening the seminar, the minister of state fo. 
international affairs, Tom Butime, attributed Uganda’s delay tc 
submit its report to poverty. The convention was ratified in 198¢€ 
and Uganda became a signatory in 1988. 


The seminar was attended by officials from the prisons 
police, Uganda Human Rights Commission and the military. 


c. Govt to resume Karimojong disarmament: 
The minister of state Peter Lokeris has said thal 
government is still interested in disarming the 
Karimojong. 


in 2001, government embarked on removing ail illegal guns 
from the Karimojong, but only about 10,000 out of the estimatec 
100,000 guns were recovered, Lokeris told The Monitor at the 
weekend. The Karimojong meve freely with their guns while 
grazing their cows in the field. They use the guns to raid othei 
villages for cattle. Lokeris said government has now involvec 
neighbouring countries to disarm each ethnic tribe within thei 
respective areas. 


He said government is discussing with Kenya and soon eact 
country will deploy security forces on the common border. He 
said similar deployments will be applied at the Uganda-Sudar. 
border and Somalia-Ethiopia border, where the same problem 
of armed cattle rustling exits. 


d. Army kills 27 rebels: At least 27 LRA rebels 
were killed by the UPDF in different battles, Jan 
9,army sources said. 


The army said 28 captives were also rescued. Gulu-based 
army spokesman Lt Paddy Ankunda said the UPDF 71s! 
Battalion fought a group of LRA rebels suspected to be undei 
Brig.’ Vincent Otti at Orom sub-county in Pader district, killing 
17 of his fighters. 


Ankunda said they rescued 14 abductees from the group. 
He said two rebels were killed by another battalion which 
ambushed about 10 rebels at Palukere. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Lawyers express concern over failure to 
honour rule of law: The Law Association of Zambia 
(LAZ) said, Jan 13, it was concerned over the 
events apparent "lack of regard” for the "rule 
of law." 


LAZ's comments came in the wake of President Levy 
Mwanawasa’s move to dismiss the director of public prosecu- 
tions (DPP), Mukelabai Mukelabai, unconstitutionally. The row 
between Mwanawasa and Mukelabai erupted shortly after the 
trial of former Zambian President Frederick Chiluba, chargec 
with stealing millions of dollars from state coffers, kicked off in 
December 2003. 


On Jan 9, Mwanawasa revealed that he had received 
anonymous letters claiming that Mukelabai had been seen 
attending meetings with Chiluba’s co-accused, the former 
security intelligence service chief, Xaviar Chungu. 
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The British: Broadcasting Corporation reported that 
Mwanawasa had told journalists that Chiluba’s corruption trial 
was deliberately mishandled. So the DPP had to go. 


Mukelabai, who denied meeting the former intelligence chief, 
has refused to leave. LAZ president Michael Musonda asserted 
that the association did not wish to get involved in the details of 
Mwanawasa’'s wrangle with Mukelabai, but were challenging the 
dismissal with the intention of protecting the DPP’s office. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Banking crisis worsens: As Zimbabwe's 
banking sector struggles to prevent liquidity prob- 
lems, the ratings agency Global Credit has blamed 
the crisis on the country’s socioeconomic and 
political woes. 


Analysts are keeping a close watch on whether newly 
appointed governor Gideon Gono can resolve the delicate 
situation. In a report released, Jan 12, Global Credit said the 
socioeconomic and political crises that had emerged over recent 
years had contributed to an environment in which certain banks 
engaged in “speculative activities”. 


According to the ratings agency, many banks had tried_to _ 


take advantage of the parallel exchange rate, in which the official 
exchange rate of Z800 to the US dollar contrasted starkly with 
the unofficial parallel rate of Z6000 to the dollar, fo make money. 


Global Credit pointed out that “certain banks also were 
tempied to ... hold large foreign currency positions" on these 
parallel markets. At the same time, there was a sharp mismatch 
between the interest rates of about 100% and an inflation rate 
higher than 600%. 


b. Striking traffic controllers sacked: The Civil 
Aviation Authority of Zimbabwe (CAAZ) has fired 
more than 40 air traffic controllers who have been 
on strike since November 2003, and hired a team 
of Zambian technicians to man the local airports, 
The Standard reported, Jan 12. 


Forty-three air traffic controllers who have been on an 
indefinite job action since November 21 were recently served 
with letters of dismissal by the CAA2’s acting director of air 
navigation services, Ezra Mazambara. The letters accused the 
workers of breaking the CAAZ code of conduct. "I regret to advise 
you that the committee found you guilty of contravening 
paragraph 2 and 20 of schedule 111 of the CAAZ code of conduct 
and resolved that you should be dismissed from CAAZ from the 
date you last reported for duty," read the letter in part. 


According to sources, paragraph 2 of the CAAZ code of 
conduct states that workers who do not show up for duty for five 
or more days without specifying reasons risk dismissal while 
paragraph 20, on the other hand, states that negligent activity 
on duty attracts a penalty of expulsion. The workers, who had 
downed tools protesting poor pay, have however vowed to seek 
relief at the courts. Meanwhile, latest developments have fuelled 
fears on the security of air travel over Zimbabwe. 


c MDC legislator Sikhala sentenced: MDC 
Member of Parliament Job Sikhala was sentenced 


Ca 
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to 15 days in jail or alternatively pay a fine of $25, 
000 for assaulting a policeman, Jan 10. 


Sentencing Sikhala, magistrate Ms Chipo Chikowore re- 
minded the MP that it was important to behave in an exemplary 
manner to earn respect from society. Ms Chikowore however, 
said a stiff sentence was not appropriate since the police officer 
did not sustain injuries. 


"A man of your stature should have found better ways of 
settling the dispute. By assaulting a police officer on duty you 
displayed disregard of his office and that affects the justice 
delivery system to a great extent,” Ms Chikowore said. 


Sikhala assaulted constable Munyaradzi Matiza on June 17 
2002 to force him to release his young brother Harry. 


d. Judicial officers granted bail: Prominent 
Harare lawyer Wilson Manase, provincial magistrate 
Caroline-Anne Chigumira and prosecutor Bless- 
more Gorejena, accused of irregularly granting bail 
to a suspect in the $7.7 billion Trust Bank fraud, 
were, Jan 12, brought before a Harare magistrate 
court to answer allegations of corruption. 


Magistrare Simon Kachmbwa granted them bail. 


Charges against the three arose after a key suspect in the 
Trust Bank fraud involving $7.7 billion, witness Mahata, was 
granted bail in chambers. Mahata initially appeared in court on 
December 23, 2003, facing- charges of fraud and money 
laundering. 


e. One million urban Zimbabweans need food 
aid: At least 1 million Zimbabweans in urban 
centres, in addition to 5.02 million in rural areas, 
need food assistance, the latest report of the 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWSN) 
said, Jan 12. 


“More and. more poor urban households will be skipping 
meals, eating much less at every meal.or migrating to squatter 
settlements. Some will migrate to the rural areas where the cost 
of living is considered to be relatively lower," the report said. 
More children are likely to drop out of schools as parents fail to 
pay fees. Although basic foodstuffs continue to be readily 
available on both the formal and parallelt market, the prices 
remain beyond the reach of most of the urban households. 


f. Three journalists arrested,: Three journalists 
from the Zimbabwe Independent were arrested by 
Harare police,: Jan 10, for "insulting" President 
Robert Mugabe. 


"The year 2004 has started in the worst possible way for 
press freedom in Zimbabwe. Three journalists have already been 
arrested and police are still preventing The Daily News from 
reappearing despite a High Court ruling in its favour," said RSF 
Secretary-General Robert Minard. 


"The government is no longer respecting the decisions of 
the courts. We’ are extremely concerned about Zimbabwean 
journalists’ working conditions and call on the authorities to pull 
back. The people have the right to diverse and independent 
news and information," Minard added. Iden Wetherell, managing 
editor of the Zimbabwe Independent, one of two private weeklies 
in the country, and two of his journalists, Vincent Kahiya and 
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Dumisani Muleya, were arrested on Jan 10 and taken to a Harare 
police station. Police are reportedly still seeking a fourth 
journalist, Idai Dzamera. They are accused of publishing an 
article that was “insulting” to the head of state. The Zimbabwe 
independent had reported that President Mugabe took a plane 
belonging to the national carrier Air Zimbabwe for his holidays 
in Asia, resulting in a loss of earnings to the public company of 
three billion Zimbabwe dollars. 

Journalists released: Iden Wetherell, news editor Vincent 
Kahiya and chief reporter Dumisani Muleya have been released 
on bail by the magistrate’s court. 


The three were granted Z$20 000 bail each on Jan 12. The 
magistrate’s court quashed a recommendation by the attorney 
general's office for bail to be set at Z$100 000 and also that the 
three surrender their passports and report to police once every 
fortnight. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1245] 
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a. Millions of AIDS orphans overwhelm Africa: 
Before Samossoni Nhambo and his wife died of 
AIDS in July 2003, 36-year-old Nhambo leaned up 
from a hospital bed a few miles from the village 
Cemento in Mozambique and asked his preacher a 
despairing question: who would take care of his 
children ? 


Five months later the answer is glaringly obvious: no one. 


Three-year-old Fatima died in early December 2003, 
perhaps from AIDS, perhaps from malnutrition. Five-year-old 
Joao, infested with worms that have reduced his toes to red 
stumps, can walk only on his heels; His 7-and 9-year-old 
brothers, Ricardo and Samsoan, are covered with dime-size 
sores from scabies mites, which infect the entire family. 


Sixteen-year-old Maria, who dropped out of school to care 
for her parents, was pregnant by a man whom she refuses to 
identify, and in early December 2003, she gave birth to a boy. 
That leaves the eldest, Jose, a slim, short 17-year-old who just 
finished seventh grade, as the surrogate father. In their half-built 
shelter of stones and sticks on the far side of a poor village, the 
Nhambo children reel from crisis to crisis. 


"Life is very difficult," Jose said. "No food, no clothing, no 
bed covers. We have to struggle." 


So do millions of others like them. Southern Africa is 
increasingly home to children like the Nhambos, robbed of their 
childhood by AIDS and staggering under adult-size hardships. 
The United Nations Children’s Fund estimates in a new report 
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that 11 million children under 15 in sub-Saharan Africa havé lost 
at least one parent to AIDS. 


About a third of them have lost both parents. By 2010, 
UNICEF predicts, AIDS will have claimed at least one of the 
parents of 15 percent of the regions children—20 million in all. 


The social implications are enormous, UNICEF and other 
relief organizations say. Orphans are more likely to drop out of 
school, to suffer from chronic malnutrition, to live on the street, 
to be exploited by adults, to turn to prostitution or other forms 
of crime and themselves become infected with HIV, the virus 
that causes AIDS. 


African social traditions dictate that relatives should take 
them in. But AIDS has pushed so many families to the brink that 
the surviving adults are beginning to turn away their young 
relatives. So far, governments have done little either: of 40 
sub-Saharan countries hit by the AIDS epidemic, only six have 
plans in place to deal with orphans, UNICEF says. Their sheer 
numbers, plus the state of African bureaucracies, make even 
the simple act of registering orphans so that they can be 
exempted from school fees an enormous task. AIDS has sharply 
multiplied the number of orphans in Mozambique. 


Now, in a nation of 18 million, 16 per cent of the 
children—-more than 1.2 million—are already missing at least 
one parent. AIDS is responsible for the plight of a third of these 
children, according to UNICEF. 


Sofala, the region where the Nhambo children live, in 
Mozambique’s narrow centre, has been particularly hard hit 
because it has both a port and a major highway running to 
Zimbabwe. The combination of poverty-stricken women and 
lonely truckers spreads the AIDS virus all along the corridor. 
Now | in 4 adults in the province is infected. 


Group homes are one possible solution. But as yet, few exist. 
The government's only orphanage houses just 78 boys and girls. 
Paula Salgado, its coordinator, said 16 HIV infected children 
were housed at the airy two-story centre at Beira, the nation’s 
second-biggest city. Only four survive. 


One of them, Mavis, 5, was taken to the centre by — 
government workers in late October 2003, weighing just 24 
pounds and suffering from tuberculosis. Her parents were dead, 
apparently from AIDS, and her 15-year-old brother was reduced 
to begging for food from neightours, Ms. Salgado said. 


The Nhambo children remain together. But there are few 
other blessings in their lives. 


Jose said he had planned to carry Fatima two miles to the 
nearest doctor on December 10, surprised she had not aroused 
him as usual with her crying. Neighbours buried her in an 
unmarked grave between her parents. Exactly a week later, 
Maria delivered a baby boy and. the scramble to feed another 
mouth began. 


(SOURCE: New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi) 
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ALGERIA 


a. 13 killed, 74 injured in blast at refinery: A 
powerful explosion at Algeria’s largest refinery and 
key exporter of gas and oil in the Mediterranean 
port city of Skikda killed 13 workers and caused 
‘extensive damage, Jan 19. 


At least 74 people were injured in the blast at the 
petrochemical complex in the industrial zone of Skikda, some 
500km east of the capital Algiers, the state radio said, citing the 
latest official toll. 


it was a terrible explosion,” energy and mines minister Chakib 
Khelil told state radio at the scene of the blast. An official inquiry 
into what caused the blast has been ordered. 


Ambulances and rescue services rushed to the scene of the 
blast, which destroyed ail three of the refinery's liquefier natural 
gas (LNG) units. Late Jan 19, rescue workers were still 
evacuating some of the injured, most of whom suffered head 
injuries, ) 

(SOURCE: Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 


ANGOLA 


a. New constitution draft presented: A draft of 
the future constitution for Angola was presented, 
Jan 28, in Luanda to the Constitutional Commission 
of the National Assembly (parliament) by the 
technical commission. 


Presenting the draft on behalf of the technical commission 
was its coordinator, Rui Ferreira, who underlined that the 
document was based on the structure of the fundamental 
principles approved by the Constitutional Commission. 


Apart from its preamble, the future constitution comprises 
351 articles. 


The first part ranges from article 1 to article 23, and deals 
with the state's fundamental principles. 


According to jurists, this part reaffirms the nature of the 
democratic state. 


Article 5 defines the supremacy of the constitution as superior 
law and the subordination of the state to the constitution. 


Articles 7, 19, 20 and 21 deal with the geographic limits of 
the country, the state territorial organisation, the .national 
symbols, the official language and the capital of the Republic. 


b. Missing oil billions unexplained: Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) has: called on the Angolan 
government to manage oil revenues better and allow 
for greater fiscal transparency, so that Angolans can 
enjoy the benefits of the country’s resources. 
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"More than US $4 billion in state oil revenue disappeared 
from Angolan government coffers from 1997 to 2002, roughly 
equal to the entire sum the government spent on all social 
programmes in the same period,” HRW said, Jan 13. 


Although Angola's 27-year civil war ended in 2002, "an 
estimated 900,000 Angolans are still internally displaced. Millions 
more have virtually no access to hospitals or schools, and 
according to United Nations estimates, almost half of Angola’s 
7.4 million children suffer from malnutrition", the rights group 
noted. 


"While ordinary Angolans suffered through a profound 
humanitarian crisis, their government oversaw the suspicious 
disappearance of a truly colossal sum of money. This seriously 
undermined Angolans’ rights," Arvind Ganesan, director of the 
Business and Human Rights programme at HRW, said in a 
statement. 


The government's failure to account for missing funds was 
rooted in its failure to keep accurate records of its revenues and 
expenditures. "Even if the government decided to fully disclose 
information [on oil revenue], it would not necessarily meet public 
needs, since its own record keeping is so poor," the lobby group 
added. An audit was needed because, while it was "possible to 
determine that funds are missing and that there are major 
discrepancies in government accounts ... it is very difficult to 
determine exactly how public funds were spent." 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Zimbabweans flogged in Botswana: Some 
100 Zimbabweans who illegally entered Botswana 
were each given three lashes in public at a law 


.court, it was reported, Jan 19. 


“You cannot expect that to happen in a country neighbouring 
Zimbabwe. It is primitive and can only have been sanctioned by 
primitive leaders of that country. It is against human rights and 
the dignity of human beings. It calls for investigation and an 
apology to those whose dignity was injured," said a human 
rights lawyer in Harare. 


"It's a gross human rights abuse, you cannot allow that to 
happen, lashing an adult cannot be expected this day and age," 
said another human rights lawyer Harrison Nkomo. 


According to Mmegi, a Botswana daily paper, the humiliating 
punishment was part of a joint operation by the police and the 
army to crackdown on illegal immigrants, mainly Zimbabweans 
working or selling wares in villages around Francistown. In 
civilised countries, an adult cannot be sentenced to lashing as 
this is regarded as dehumanising and humiliating. 
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Mmegi said the operation code named “Operation Clean Up" 
has resulted in the arrest ‘of 552 Zimbabweans for entering the 
country without valid travel documents or vending without 
permits. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Defence minister sacked for coup attempt: 
Burkina Faso’s defence minister, Gen Kouame 
Lougue, was sacked after being questioned in 
connection with a coup plot against President Blaise 
Campaore, it-was reported, Jan 19. 


Lougue, who was very popular within the army, was replaced 
by Yero Boli, the head of Campaore’s presidential staff, a trusted 
civillan aide to the president who was minister of the interior 
until 2000. 


Lougue had until recently been viewed as a loyal supporter 
of the president. He helped to suppress a coup attempt against 
Campaore in 1999 and was appointed defence minister in 2000. 


However, there has been a growing sense of unease within 
the armed forces following the arrest of 16 officers and two 
civilians in connection with a coup plot that was discovered in 
September 2003. One of the soldiers detained was officially said 
to have hanged himself in jail a few days after his arrest. 


Most of those arrested in connection with the plot were 
detained in October 2003. However, state prosecutor Abdoulaye 
Barry said recently that a new suspect, Major Remy Kambou 
Sie had been picked up on January 2. 

Barry mentioned that Gen Lougue and nine other officers 
had been questioned about the abortive attempt to topple 
Campaore, but had not been detained or charged. 

Lougue said, Jañ 16, in a televised speech that the media 
were to blame for spreading malicious rumours about divisions 
within the armed forces. He urged his troops to maintain 
"discipline -and respect” and said the President had full trust in 
the army. 


(SOURE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


[Background Info. Burkina Faso, page 1249:a] 
CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Electoral calendar released: A constitutional 


referendum will be held in November 2004, in the 
Central African Republic, followed by municipal, 
parliamentary and presidential elections from De- 
cember 2004 to January 2005, a government 
minister announced, Jan 21. 

The minister in charge of the government's secretariat, 
Zarambaud Assingambi, made the announcement on state- 


owned Radio Centrafrique when he read the report of a January . 


12, cabinet meeting. 


He said the electoral process would be divided into eight 
segments and that ministers coordinating each of them had been 
designated. From January to May 2004, Assingambi said 
committees coordinated by interior minister Marcel Malonga and 
justice minister Hyacinth Wodobode would revise the country’s 
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constitution and the electoral code. and.draft laws governing the 
constitutional court, political parties - and local administrative 
structures. l 


Malonga and junior planning minister Daniel Boysembe will 
oversee an electoral census due to take place from April to June 
2004, Assingambi said the electoral census would largely be 
based on the genera! population census carried out in 


_ December 2003. 


In September-October 2004, Malonga will supervise the 
establishment of a body to oversee and monitor the elections 
and the referendum. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO (DR) 

a. Kinshasa, Pretoria sign bilateral accord: 
The Democratic Republic of Congo and South Africa 
signed a bilateral agreement worth US $10 billion, 
Jan 14, covering areas of defence, economy 
agriculture and infrastructural development. 


Presidents Thabo Mbeki of South Africa and Joseph Kabila 
signed the deal in Kinshasa, at the end of Mbeki's first state visit 
to the Congo. A joint commission of the two governments has 
been tasked with implementing the agreement. 


"The commission's first meeting has already been set for 
February in South Africa over which my colleague Kabila will 
preside,” Mbeki told reporters in Kinshasa. 


Congo also signed a 60-million rand (US $8.4 million) deal 
with the South African Chamber of Commerce to rehabilitate the 
state’s giant Gecamines mining concern, the 39th concession of 
the Kilomoto Gold Mines, and for the management of Kinshasa’s 
Grand Hotel as well as Hotel Karavia in Lubumbashi, the minister 
responsible for state-owned firms, Joseph Mudumbi, said. 


Congo, potentially one of the richest countries in Africa, has 
vast deposits of gold, diamonds, copper, uranium and other 
minerals. However, these resources have remained under-ex- 
ploited due to the country’s instability and mismanagement 
during the rule of President Mobutu Sese Seko. 


b. UN mission blames militia leader for gross 
rights violations: The blame for recent attacks on 
the United Nations Mission (MONUC) in the east of 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), as well 
as summary executions of civilians, abductions and 
daily extortion, has been fixed on the recently 
promoted militia leader, MONUC said, Jan 22. 


"Witnesses and complainants have accused Commander 
Bosco Ntaganda of committing gross human rights abuses. He 
is charged, among other things, with the summary executions 
of two people in Bunia in March 2003, kidnappings, rapes, 
barbaric acts on civilian populations, daily extortion of people's 
money and items ‘in Ituri, illegal levying of taxes and other 
offences," MONUC said. 


The special representative of the Secretary-General and 
MONUC head, William Lacy Swing, Jan 21; called in the leader 


‘of the Union of Congolese Patriots (UPC) militia, Thomas 


Lubanga, and demanded that he put an end to Ntaganda’s 
attacks on UN forces and local civilians. 
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Lubanga appointed Ntaganda UPC’s army chief of staff on 
December 8, 2003. 


UPC militiamen opened fire on UN Pakistani peacekeepers 
in Nizi, 28 kilometres north of Bunia, Jan 21. UN helicopters and 
peacekeepers in ituri were also attacked by the UPC at Drodro 
and iga-Barrire on January 19 and 20, MONUC said. The 22 
militiamen MONUC arrested said Ntaganda had ordered the 
attack at Iga-Barrire. - 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


EGYPT 


Spotlight 


Egypt reclaims belly-dance: Madame Rakia 
Hassan adopts a look of extreme indignity when 
asked why women from as far afield as the United 
States, Brazil and Australia flock to her belly dancing 
studio for lessons despite her utter lack of formal 
training in the art. 


"I am Egyptian," she exclaimed. "Oriental dancing is 
something inside every Egyptian. Before, when | was a classical 
dancer, nothing emerged. But as soon as | started to teach, all 
the moves came out". 


it has been a conceit among Egyptians that they, in fact, 
invented oriental dance, or belly dancing.as it is more commonly 
known in the West, and remain its only true practitioners. But 
what had been. mere tradition became law on January 4. 


Foreigners are now legally barred from working as the sole, 
headline dancers in the cabarets of Cairo and Egypt's various 
_ tourist resorts. 


The announced reason is that foreigners were stealing jobs 
from Egyptian women. Officials will not come right out and say 
it, but many in the dance world also believe that the government 
suspected that women from Russia and elsewhere were claiming 
to be dancers while actually plying an older profession. 


Yet Egypt's attitude toward its dancers has always been 
`~ tinged with a certain ambivalence. in the abstract, there is pride 
in the dance, but no respectable family wants its daughter to 
pursue the profession. 


“The Egyptians don’t want it to die out, but His don't want 
to nurture it either because of the stigma," said Jane Bolinowsky, 
an Australian flutist studying oriental dance. "It’s a minefield. 
There is a powerful female sexuality here, but there is also a 
deep mistrust in it." 


‘The origins of belly dancing remain obscure, but Egyptians 
claim it because some Pharoanic friezes show scantily clad girls 
with their hips obviously in motion, backed up by a small band 
of men playing drums and tambourines. 


Although Cairo remains: the worldwide centre for women 
seeking to learn the dance, the profession has suffered a certain 
slump at home, with far fewer upscale hotels featuring dancers. 


Given the conservative, religious tone of the times, not to 
mention the general economic malaise, spending up to $50 a 
head watching scantily clad women wriggle across the stage has 
iost some appeal. 


African Chronicle «4263 


No one is sure how many women the new law will affect, 
but promoters calculate that out of some 100 regular dancers in 
Cairo,: maybe a third were foreigners. Dancers and their fans 
describe the main difference between the two groups as a 
question of soul. 


“The Russians are very disciplined. They put in hours and 
hours perfecting their motor skills," noted Bolinowsky, "There is 
a softness about the Egyptian: physique, though, a fluidity to their 
movement.” 


Madame Rakia, as she is universally Known, added: "They 
feel the melody." But foreigners had virtually taken over high end 
venues like Maxim, a floating cabaret moored outside the Cairo 
Marriott that slips quietly along the Nile for severa! hours each 
night. Sami Saad, the director of operations, makes no secret 
of his preference for foreigners. 


"The foreigners were creative, looking at old Egyptian movies 
to come up with new routines all the time," he said. 


"They are not like the Egyptians, who think they just know 
how to dance and because they are Egyptian everyone will love 
them automatically." The seamier side of belly dancing unrolls 
in what passes for flesh-pots in Cairo’s old downtown. Ear-split- 
ting music bursts forth around midnight, and the dancing 
improves as the night drifts toward dawn. 


During one evening at the Palmyra club, the first hefty 
dancers resembled the Michelin man poured into a slightly 
different mold. They did not so much gyrate as jiggle. 


The patrons, slumped over small tables, nursing beers arid 
hookah pipes, did not seem to mind, lurching on stage 
periodically to shower the performers with money or to attempt 
the occasional grope. 


(SOURCE: New York Times ServicelAsian Age, New Delhi) 
ERITREA 


a. Annan favours speedy border demarcation 
with Ethiopia: ..United. Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, Jan 2, called on Eritrea and Ethiopia 
to expedite the demarcation of their common border. 


In a new report to the Security Council, the Secretary-Gen- 
eral said the two countries, which fought a bitter 1998-2000 war, 
must develop an "open channel of communication, at all levels" 
to overcome the current impasse. 


Although there were no signs that either side is preparing 
for hostilities, the Secretary-General pointed out that "recent 
inflammatory rhetoric, in particular in Eritrea, has done nothing 
to advance the peace process.” 


‘He welcomed Eritrea’s cooperation with the Boundary 
Commission set up to establish the frontier. At.the same time, 
he voiced regret at Ethiopia’s failure to cooperate. 

Ethiopia has indicated that it would be séady for a. broad 
agenda for a dialogue, the Secretary- General noted, but he 
added that, “while that change in attitude is a step in the right 
direction, it would carry even more significance if it were to be 
followed by practical measures." 

(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


[Background: info. Eritrea, page 1227:a] 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. Government bans journalists’ association: 
The Ethiopian government came under fire, Jan 19, 
for banning the country’s sole independent journal- 
ists’ association. 


The ban has been imposed amid rising tension and a growing 
war of words between the Ethiopian Free Press Journalists’ 
Association (EFPJA) and the government over the former's exact 
role, it was reported, Jan 20. 


"This action by the ministry is undemocratic and has no legal 
basis," said Kifle Mulat, who has been the president of the EFPJA 
for eight years. 


He added that the EFPJA "totally denounces" the move, 
because it "violates the right to freedom of expression, 
international conventions and the rights of citizenship". 


However, the justice ministry said a meeting it had convened 
at its headquarters in the capital, Addìs Ababa, Jan 18, had 
voted in favour of a new executive committee to run the EFPJA. 
Mekonnen Worke, a spokesman for the ministry, dismissed 
claims that the meeting of EFPJA members had been undemo- 
. cratic, and said that its decision would stand. 


The government stated that it had banned the association 


because it had failed to meet its legal obligation to register with 
the ministry. It said the ban had been imposed because the 
EFPJA had been operating illegally by failing to renew its annual 
operating licence for the last three years. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
. [Background info. Ethiopia, page 1204:a] 


GABON 


a. Journalist dies in suspicious circum- 


stances: The Committee to Protect Journalists , 


(CPJ) and Reporters Without Borders are calling for 
an independent investigation into the death of Marco 
Boukoukou Boussaga in Libreville, ‘Gabon. Jan.8 


The editor-in-chief of the independent newspaper L’Autre 
journal, Boussaga died on December 15, 2003 after he was 
found spitting up blood and brought to the hospital, CPJ said. It 
is unclear what caused his death, but Boussaga had no prior 
medical problems, note CPJ and RSF. 


His death came shortly after authorities seized all copies of 
L'Autre journal's second issue at the Libreville airport on 
‘December 12. The issue was printed in neighbouring Cameroon 
after Gabon’s state-run: press .refused to print it. Six ‘days later, 


authorities suspended the newspaper on the .grounds that it 


„published articles that might “disturb public order, " CPJ said. 


The newspaper's first two issues contained an ‘editorial 
critical of the government's crackdown on the free press in Gabon 
and an article alleging ihar authorities mismanaged oil industry 
revenues. 


Independent. newspapers in Gabon have been under gov- 
ernment pressure in recent months, noted RSF. Since May 
2003, three other publications—Subversion, La Sagaie and 
Misamu— have been targeted. Subversion, also printed in 
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interrogated. 
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Cameroon, had copies of its third issue confiscated on 
September 17. Four of its journalists were also arrested and 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Woman chosen as new head of supreme 
court: Maria do Ceu Silva Monteiro, a 38-year-old 
woman judge, has been appointed president of the 


supreme court of Guinea-Bissau, filling a post that 


had been vacant for more than two years. 
_ She was elected, Jan 26, on a six to one vote by other senior 
judges of the country of 1.3 million people. 


Silva Monteiro’s predecessor, Emiliano Nosoloni, was sacked 
by former presidènt Kumba Yala in November 2001, but was 
never replaced. Kumba Yala's chaotic rule was brought to an 


.end by a bloodless coup in September 2003. 


The appointment of a new head of the supreme court marks 
another milestone ih Guinéa-Bissau’s gradual return to consti- 
tutional rule and is likely to please donors who keep the country’s 
virtually bankrupt transitional government afloat. 


The supreme court will be charged with validating the results 
of parliamentary elections scheduled for March 28 and presiden- 


_ tial elections to be held a-year later.. 


Nosolini boycotted the election of a new head of the supreme 
court, arguing that he should have been simply restored to the 
post. Nosolini argued that he was elected head of the supreme 
court in early 2001, but had served only nine months of his 


four-year term when he was sacked by Kumba Yala. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


- IVORY COAST 


a. Policeman gets 17 years for killing French 
journalist: A military court in Ivory Coast jailed a ` 
policeman for 17 years, Jan 22, for the murder of 
a French journalist who was shot dead at point blank 
range while he waited outside police headquarters 
to interview a group of detainees who were about 


to be released. 


The panel of judges found police sergeant Theodore Seri: 
Dago guilty of culpable homicide for shooting Jean Helene, the 
correspondent of Radio France Internationale, on the night of 
October 21, while he. owas on guard duty outside policë 
headquarters in Abidjan.. 


They also fined Seri Dago .500, 000 CFA (US$1,000) and 
ordered the -Jvorian government to ‘pay 137. million CFA 


` (US$275,000) in Copp teehee to Helene’s family and employ- 


ers. l 


Seri Dago was ee minutes after the unprovoked 
shooting at point blank range. Presiding judge Hamed Lanzeny 
Coulibaly said the panel had found him guilty by a majority - 


‘verdict. 


The 17-year sentence imposed on the police sergeant after- 
a ‘swift three-day trial was two years more than the 15 years 
sought by state prosecutor Ange Kessy. 
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After the sentence was read out in a tense court room, Seri 
Dago, who pleaded not gulity, yelled from the dock "I am 
innocent,! am innocent." He has five days in which to appeal 
against the sentence. 


Helene was killed at a time of rising tension in the country’s 
fragile peace process looked to be in serious danger of collapse. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1228:a] 


KENYA 


a. Nine judges named in corruption report: 
Nine judges have been accused of corruption and 
abuse of office, in a formal report by the Law Society 
of Kenya, it was reported, Jan 22. 


The five Appeal Court and four High Court judges —eight 
of whom are stilt serving—are among a total of 14 named in the 
report on graft in the judiciary which has yet to be released. 


Five of the 14 have already been named in the Ringera report 
on corruption on the bench, and have either resigned or are 
waiting to appear before disciplinary tribunals which will decide 
their fate. 


The spotlight will turn on these nine judicial off icers who 
escaped the first round of Justice Evan Gicheru’s shake- -up of 
the judiciary, which began in 2003. 


The report accuses the nine, who include a previous Chief 
Justice, of offences ranging from demanding a Sh 300,000 bribe 
to unreasonably delaying judgements. 


The report, which also identifies 14 magistrates and 15 
lawyers accused of corruption, is expected to be handed to 
Justice Gicheru, who will then decide what action to take. 


The Judicial Service Commission will be putes to act against 
those magistrates named. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LESOTHO 


a. IMF grants concessional loan: The Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) has approved a US $5.2 
million disbursement to impoverished Lesotho after 
a review of the country’s economic performance. 


The disbursement was granted under the IMF’s Poverty 
Reduction and Growth Facility (PRGF)—a concessional loan 
facility for low-income countries—and brings the total: amount 
drawn under the arrangement to US $31.1 million, the IMF said 
in a statement, Jan 22. 


"Lesotho has made commendable progress under the 
PRGF-supported programme. Economic growth has remained 
satisfactory, benefiting from strong textiles exports to the United 
States under the U.S. African Growth Opportunity Act (AGOA). 
Consumer price inflation has declined, in line with developments 
in South Africa. Nevertheless, Lesotho faces many serious 
challenges in the years ahead, including falling agricultural 
productivity, the potential loss of trade preferences, and the high 
incidence of HIV/AIDS," Shigemitsu Sugisaki, deputy managing 
director and acting IMF chief, was quoted as saying. 
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More than 600,000 people are in need of food assistance 
after drought-related crop failures and the government is 
expected to declare a state of emergency. The economy has 
been further undermined by the retrenchment of mine workers 
from neighbouring South Africa. 


Sugisaki said the government was "cutting non-priority 
expenditures" and "recent initiatives include restarting the 
auditing of public accounts, improving forecasting, budgeting, 
and accounting within the public sector, and aries institu- 
tions to improve governance”. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


LIBYA 


a. UK, US experts to dismantle weapons plan: 
A British and American team of weapons experts 
has returned to Libya and within weeks could be 
dismantling technology and materials related to the 
once secret programmes to develop nuclear and 
other illicit weapons. 


A senior Bush administration official said, Jan 19: "plans are 
being laid by Libyan chemical weapons scientists to incinerate 
tons of mustard gas agent that was manufactured to fill chemical 
bombs". Missile programmes and biological research efforts are 
still under scrutiny, but experts hope to develop plans to shut 
them down permanently in the weeks ahead. 


UN team gets Libyan nuclear designs: Libya has handed 
U.N. inspectors the drawings of a nuclear weapon, the 
International Atomic Energy Agency has said. 


"We have been shown nuclear weapons drawings that the 
Libyans have in their possession," Mark Gwozdecky; chief 
spokesman for the U.N. nuclear watchdog agency, said in 
Vienna, Jan 22. 


"We have put those drawing under our seal, and they are 
secure." 


Asked about the significance of the drawings and the IAEA's 
announcement that it had them, a diplomat said : "It's the first 
time anyone has acknowledged” that Libya entertained intentions 
of building such a weapon. 


The diplomat, who is familiar with the agency's work in Libya, 
said the drawings did not depict a complete weapons system 
such as a missile, but showed a device more like a warhead. 


He described it as "a device that goes ’boom’ which can be 
put on a missile or can be put into a bomb form." 
(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi and Hindu, Madras) 
[Background Info. Libya, page 1253:a} 


MALAWI 


a. Vice -President defects as elections ap- 
proach: The defection of Malawi’s Vice-President 
Justin Malewezi to an opposition party has led to 
media reports that the country could be facing a 
constitutional crisis. 

Malewezi left the ruling United Democratic Front (UDF) and 
joined the People’s Progressive Movement (PPM), resulting in 
calls for him to resign the vice-presidency. 
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But political analyst Rafiq Hajat, of the Blantyre-based 
Institute for Policy Interaction, said, Jan 22, that "constitutionally 
speaking, he has done nothing’ wrong". 


"t merely shows that Malawi's democracy is still evolving; 
that it's alive and well, and the process of nurturing it must go 
on until it reaches maturity." - 


Hajat added that “people in Malawi find it hard to distinguish 
between the ruling party and government. Being a state 
vice-president and coming from another party is not necessarily 
wrong - it can happen”. 


Under the constitution, President Bakili Muluzi cannot fire 
Malewezi as both the presidency and vice-presidency are elected 
positions, news reports said. 


The vice-president's decision could have a bearing on the 
upcoming presidential and legislative elections, to be held in 
May. “He has a reputation as Mr Clean, and is a very, very good 
organiser,” Hajat noted. 


Constitutional crisis: Two leading lawyers in the country 
have accused Vice-President Justin Malewezi of causing a 
constitutional crisis by refusing to resign from the office after he 
had defected from the ruling party to People’s Progressive 
Movement (PPM). 


Edge Kanyongolo, a constitutional lawyer and lecturer 
at Chancellor College, a constituent college of the University 
of Malawi said by refusing to resign as Vice-President of 
the Republic, Malewezi has put President Bakili Muluzi in 
limbo. 

"The President cannot fire Malewezi. The system in Malawi 
is that the President is elected along with the’ vice-president 
during an election. : 

Kanyongolo said the framers of the republican Constitution 
did not expect that a vice-president of a party could defect and 
join another party. 

"But | think this is food for thought now. Our legislators should 
look into this. They need to seriously look into this problem,” he 
said. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Former mayor released: The Mauritanian 
authorities, Jan 20, granted conditional release to 
opposition activist Jemil Ould Mansour who was 
arrested earlier for breaking out of a jail in 2003. 

Mansour, the former mayor of the Arafat suburb of the capital 
Nouakchott, was arrested in April 2003 along with some 40 
Islamic clerics and political activists whom the regime of 
President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya accused of anti-state 
activities. f 

He had been a strong supporter of the Palestinian cause and 
critic of Mauritania’s relationship with Israel. 

According to Mansour’s lawyer, Brahim Ould Ebety, Mansour 
was freed from prison by troops involved in the abortive coup 
against Taya on June 8, 2003. 

After fleeing to neighbouring Senegal and then securing 
political asylum in Belgium, Mansour unexpectedly returned to 
Nouakchott on January 8 and was arrested on the tarmac of the 
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airport. “He was released because of the irregularity of the case 
against him", Ebety said from Nouakchott. Ebety, who also 
defended former President Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidalla 
during his trial in December, said his client was accused of 
anti-state activities and flight from prison; 


. (SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background Info, Mauritania, page 1255:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. World Bank pledges US$ 600 million: The 
World Bank has pledged support estimated at about 
600 miilion US dollars to Mozambique, for the period 
between 2004 and 2007. 


Louis Kasekende, the executive director of the World 
Bank for 22 African countries, including Mozambique, made 
this announcement during a press conference in Maputo, 
Jan 28. 


He said this money is to be used in the traditional areas 
where the World Bank has been investing. These include 
infrastructures, transport, education, health, sanitation, water 
supply, and capacity building. 

Kasekende said that about 50 per cent of the World Bank’s 
support to Mozambique is go into infrastructures. He men- 
tioned the Sena railway line from the port of Beira to the 
western province of Tete, and the proposed bridge over the 
Zambezi at Caia, which will be a key link in the main 
north-south highway, as some of the most important objects 
for the Bank’s attention. 


He did not give any figures on the money needed to carry 
out those undertakings, saying that all depends on the conclusion 
of the ongoing negotiations with other pariners which, in the 
case of the bridge, include Italy, Japan, and the United States. 
He expressed hope that these negotiations will soon reach a 
conclusion so that the various partners may decide on the 
amounts they are to contribute. 


b. Fisheries agreement with European Union: 
A fisheries agreement, giving access to fishing 
vessels of the European Union to Mozambican 
waters, took effect from January. 1. 

According to a press release from the Maputo delegation 


of the European Commission, the agreement lasts for three 
years, and Mozambique will be. paid 4.09 million euros 


‘(about 5.11 million US dollars) in “compensation funds” a 


year. 


The agreement grants the European Union a quota of 1,000 
tonnes a year of deep-water prawns ("gamba"), as well as 8,000 
tonnes of tuna and similar species. 


The EU release said that the agreement laid a heavy stress 
on economic, financial, technical and scientific cooperation in 
the fisheries sector, in order to guarantee the conservation and 
sustainable exploitation of Mozambican resources. 


The "compensation funds" will be used to develop fisheries 
training and research, to build up the institutions of the sector, 
and to monitor marine fisheries. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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NAMIBIA | 


a. New treason suspects sent back to magis- 
trate’s court: With only police and prison officers 
and court personnel present, the seven high treason 
suspects who were recently extradited from Bot- 
swana, made a low-key appearance in the High 
Court at Grootfontein, Jan 19. 


The seven-—Progress Kenyoka Munuma, Manuel Manepelo 
Makendano, Samulandeia Shine Samulandela, Vincent Siliye 
Liswaniso, Vincent Khasu Sinasi, Alex Sinjabata Mushakwa and 
Salufu Diamond Samunzala—made a court appearance, in the 
Grootfontein magistrate’s court, after normal court hours, Jan 
19. 


That was after their case was removed from the court roll 
during their appearance before Judge Elton Hoff in the High 
Court. 


The suspects, whose return to Namibia in December 2003, 
has been criticised by human rights organisations as an 
abduction, appeared before Judge Hoff after proceedings in the 
continuing hearing of a jurisdiction challenge by 13 of the 120 
high treason accused were adjourned. 


Those proceedings, which resumed after a two-month break, 
Jan 19, are also focusing on claims of abduction. 


Thirteen of the treason suspects are claiming that they were 
unlawfully abducted from Botswana or Zambia to Namibia, and 
that because of the illegalities a Namibian court cannot exercise 
jurisdiction over them. 


The seven are now scheduled to appear in the Katima Mulilo 
magistrate’s court again on February 2. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGERIA 


a. Nin&é senior journalists suspended: The 
management of the state-owned Ondo State Ra- 
diovision Corporation (OSRC) in Southwest Nigeria, 
Jan 21, suspended nine senior journalists indefi- 
nitely. 

The affected journalists include the director of news, Seinde 
Omokoba and his deputy, Sanya Adeleye. The others are Taiwo 
Fagbuyi, Akinwale Oshodi, Franklin Olaleye, Daisi Ajayi, Remi 
Olagookun, Daiso Ifaleyimu and Bola Akinrunjomo, all holding 
various positions as editors, reporters and newscasters. 


The suspension letters, which were signed by OSRC board 
chairman Clement Adebambo, accused the journalists of “dere- 
liction of duty.” 


However, in a telephone interview, one of the affected 
journalists, Akinwale Oshodi, told Media Foundation for West 
Africa (MFWA)-Nigeria that they were suspended for giving 
prominent airtime to the aborted strike which the Nigeria Labour 
Congress (NLC) had planned for January 21, over increases in 
the prices of petroleum products. 


According to MFWA-Nigeria sources, the state governor, 
Olusegun Agagu, who was furious about the reports, summoned 
the OSRC board chairman, as well as the state commissioner 
for information, Tola Aworh to a meeting where they were 
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seriously reprimanded. Following the meeting the management 
of the corporation decided to suspend the nine journalists on the 
ostensible grounds of “dereliction of duty.” 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. Defence attorneys at UN tribunal begin 
three-day strike: Lawyers representing detainees 
at the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR), in Arusha, began a three-day strike, Jan 
28, to protest "a serious deterioration” of the rights 
of the accused. Jan 28 


As a result of the action, two trials that were in session have 
been adjourned. 


Despite ongoing negotiations between tribunal officials and 
the defence attorneys, "intemperate decisions of the tribunal's 
defence management section" had further reduced the defence’s 
liberty of action, they said in a statement issued, Jan 27, by the 
executive committee for the representation of defence counsels. 


"It is, therefore, the very sense of the mission bestowed on 
the defence which is now perverted," the committee said. 


"In consequence, and in full accord with the detainees, we 
hereby advige.you that effective from January 28, and for three 
days thereafter, subject to extension, we shall not attend court,” 
it added. 


However, tribunali spokesman Roland Amoussouga said, Jan 
28: "The [ICTR] president and the registrar received a letter from 
the lawyers, raising their concerns and all the parties held a 
meeting last night (Jan 27)to discuss them." 


‘Accused raped and killed young woman’: The twenty 
fourth prosecution witness in the so called "Butare trial”, Jan 27, 
told the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) that 
he witnessed one of the accused, Arsene Shalom Ntahobali, ` 
raping a young lady and later killing her by N her forehead 
with an small axe. 


The witness code-named "XX" to ‘conceal his identity for 
security reasons, was testifying in a joint trial’ involving Six 
accused persons from Butare prefecture (southern Rwanda), 
including Shalom’s mother, former minister of family and women 
affairs, Pauline Nyiramasuhuko. 


Witness XX was being led in his examination in chief by 
ICTR trial attorney Jonathan Moses. Earlier the witness alleged 
that a roadblock was erected near the house of the former 
minister where Interahamwe militia allegedly stopped Tutsis and 
killed them. 


Without mentioning the date, the witness told trial chamber 
two of the ICTR that "many people” were killed at the roadblock 
under the orders and supervision of Shalom. XX claimed he was 
monitoring the killings from a house nearby where he was hiding. 


He said when the killings slowed down just before dark he 
went to the Anglican Church complex (EER) where he saw 
Shalom together with the young lady. 

Tribunal sentences ex-minister to two life imprisonment 


terms: The UN international Criminal Tribunai for Rwanda 
handed down two life sentences, Jan 22, to a former minister 
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for culture and higher education in Rwanda, Jean de Dieu 
Kamuhanda, for the crimes of genocide and extermination. 


Kamuhanda committed the crimes in Rwanda during the 


‘April-June 1994 genocide, which ¢laimed the lives of at leatt 


800,000 people. 


On eight other counts of complicity in genocide, crimes 
against humanity for murder, rape and other inhuman acts and 
serious violations of the Geneva Conventions, Kamuhanda was 
either found not guilty or the counts were dismissed. 


Kamuhanda was initially accused alongside seven other 
people, all members of the interim government or leaders of the 
Mouvement Revolutionnaire National pour le Developpement but 
his defence argued that he be tried alone because he only 
became a minister in the interim government on May 25, 1994. 


Delivering the sentence, Judge William Sekule (presiding) 
said that before the genocide, Kamuhanda had been "influential" 
and was widely considered to be a "good man” but instead of 
appreciating the value of "life and tolerance", he blamed people 
who were living peacefully for not taking part in the violence. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Rwanda, page 1256:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Police raid offices of independent daily, 
three journalists assaulted: Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF) has condemned the raid by several 
dozen police officers on the offices of the inde- 
pendent daily Awoko, in the capital, Freetown, on 
January 21. 


Three journalists were manhandled by police during the raid. 
The raid came after three journalists from the paper went to the 
scene of an accident, in which a police car collided with another 
vehicle, during a police operation against illegal street vendors. 


Following a tip-off to Awoko, three journalists went to the 
scene of the accident to take photographs. The paper's offices 
are located less than 50 metres away from the area. Police 
officers warned them and followed the journalists back to their 
offices: Led by assistant police chief Momodu Bangura, several 
dozen officers then raided the offices and destroyed equipment. 
Three journalists - Austin Thomas, Sylvester manay and Junior 
John - were assaulted in the melee. 

The following day, the police returned to the newspaper's 
offices after it published details of the incident and the raid in its 
morning edition. The officers threatened to arrest members of 
Awoko's management. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi} 
[Background Info. Sierra Leone, page 1221:a] 


SOMALIA 


a. Traditional leader arrested in Somaliland: 
The authorities in the self-declared republic of 
Somaliland have arrested Bogor (king) Usman 
Mahmud, a prominent traditional elder, according to 
a senior government official. 

Local sources in the capital Hargeysa said the Boqor was 
picked up by a contingent of police officers led by the Somaliland 
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police Muhammad lge, Jan 27, from the Hargaysa Club hotel 
where he was staying. 


Somaliland interior minister Isma'il Adan Usman said, Jan 
28, that the elder had been arrested for breaking Somaliland 
laws and “committing crimes against the existence of the state". 

Bogor Usman is also being accused of "having contacts with 
Puntland [the neighbouring self-declared autonomous region]". 

Tension has been high between Somatiland and Puntland 
over the Sool and Sanaag regions, which are claimed by both. 

The Bogor had reportedly contacted Puntland authorities in 


an effort to ease the tension and avert armed confrontation, 
sources said. 


Isma'il, however, said that the Boqor “supports the 
reunification of Somaliland with Somalia and has therefore called 
into question the existence of the country [Somaliland]". 


\ (SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Somalia, page 1232:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Judge Desai gets bail in Bombay court: 
Justice Siraj Desai was granted bail by a Bombay 
court, Jan 26, after nearly a week in custody on a 
rape charge. 


This follows an affidavit by his accuser, Salome Isaacs, 
unconditionally withdrawing the allegation. 


Sessions court judge Justice M L Pahaliyani released Judge 
Desai on bail after a brief hearing. 


Desai, who was remanded to judicial custody until February 
6 by a lower court earlier, was told fo put up a personal bond 
of 30,000 rupees. 

Desai was not present in the sessions court for the hearing. 


His advocate, Rafique Shaikh, told the Cape Argus: "The 
judge has got bail.” 


Asked for details, he said Judge Pahaliyani had commented 
in his ruling: "Prima facie, it does not appear. that a rape took 
place here." 


Advocate Dumisa Ntsebeza, who has briefed the Desai 
defence lawyers, said: "Perseverance prevailed, and this justifiés 
my having remained behind in Bombai to make sure justice was 
done. 

“But there is still unfinished business here.” As Judge Desai 
walked into the Bombay magistrate’s court building, Jan 26, he 
was swamped bv journalists. 

He looked cheerful and relaxed and joked to reporters: "The 
cuisine in India was very good and in jail it was just as good. | 
am fine." He remained in custody at the court instead of returning 
to police cells, until the sessions coun judge issued his ruling 
allowing bail. 


. b. Durban police bust drug racket: The crime 
prevention unit of Thekwini metro police made two 
significant arrests’ during its anti-drug blitz con- 
ducted around the city, it was reported, Jan 22. 

The anti-drug campaign involves targeting suspected and 
known crime spots in and around Durban with a view to cleanse 
the city of drug traffickers. 
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- Police relied upon information from the public and swooped 
on suspects at the intersection of Grey and Leopold Streets. A 
suspect fitting the description was approached and searched and 
found to be in possession of 23 Flunitrazepam tablets, commonly 
known on the street as "Rob." 


Flunitrazepam is a generic of Rohypnol, a sleep inducing 
hypnotic, and addicts also refer to it as a "date rape drug".Police 
said the green tablet could only be prescribed by a medical 
practitioner but addicts and dealers obtain and sell it illegally at 
street value of R10 each. 


The drug can be combined with other popular drugs. The 
suspect was still to appear in court, police said. In another 
operation, metro police searched a house in Harcombe Gardens, 
Bonella, where an additional 480 tablets were recovered. Police 
arrested an adult female occupant at the premises. 


Metro police spokesperson Inspector Ashley Dove said police 
were now focusing on apprehending the suppliers. The police 
added that they also arrested two suspects for drug offences 
recently as part of the anti-drug campaign. 

The suspect, Jeffrey Bloys, was found in possession of 300 
Mandrax tablets and lan Scriber was found i in possession of 900 
Mandrax tablets. | 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, ANERER 


SUDAN 


a. Peace talks adjourn for three weeks: The 
Sudanese peace talks were adjourned, Jan 26, for 
three weeks to allow negotiators to perform the 
Muslim pilgrimage, the Hajj, and to give them a 
break, according to a Sudanese official. 

Ahmad Dirdiery, the Sudanese deputy ambassador in the 


` Kenyan capital, Nairobi said, Jan 27, that apart from the fact that . 
some people involved in the negotiations wanted to perform the 


Haj, "the talks have been going on for 58 days continuously and 
we needed a break to consult with constituencies". 


However, the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army 
spokesman, Samson Kwaje said that "there was no reason for 
the adjournment. We have promised the international community 
and the Sudanese people a peace deal by the end of January 
and we should have delivered.“ He added that the Haj was being 
used as a pretext to avoid difficult and unresolved issues, which 
concerned the disputed regions of Abyei, Blue Nile and the Nuba 
mountains. 

b. Editor-in-chief of daily. Al-Ayam impris- 
oned: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has called 
for the immediate release of A/-Ayam editor-in-chief 
Mahjoub Mohamed Salih. 


He was imprisoned on January 14, because of his newspa- 
per's unpaid tax arrears of 90 million Sudanese pounds (approx. 
US$348,350), it was reported, Jan 15. 


Economic security agents went to the daily's offices on 
January 14 and demanded the immediate payment of tax arrears. 
Salih was arrested and jailed because he was unable- to pay. 
His paper has been suspended since December 3, 2003. 


"While there is no doubt that newspapers should pay their 
taxes, we condemn the Economic Security department's meth- 
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ods. They should not have imprisoned the editor-in-chief of 
Al-Ayam, an independent newspaper that has had no regular 
income for months because it has been the victim of constant 
suspensions," said RSF secretary-general Robert Minard. 


"We call on the authorities to release Salih immediately, 
demonstrate more flexibility in recovering tax arrears dnd allow | 
the reappearance of the daily, which is one of the pillars of the ` 
Sudanese press," Minard added. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sudan, page 1244:a] 


SWAZILAND 


a. King seeks palaces fit for his queens: King 
Mswati intends to build palaces for his 10 wives and 
two fiancees and is demanding £8 million from the 
government, it was reported, Jan 14. 


Oblivious to the country’s dire economic plight, the monarch 
will spend an estimated 100 million emalangeni on the palaces. 


"This is long overdue," one senior palace official said. "The 
King's wives have to have their own palaces. In terms of Swazi 
culture, the King cannot continue to use his father's royal 
residences to accommodate his wives". 


The palaces will be built at various sites around the country, 
to highlight the elevated status of the wives in the regions where 
they were born. Work has already started in eastern Swaziland, 
where King Mswati is building a luxury complex for Nontsetselelo 
Magongo, his ninth wife. A two-storey palace at Buhleni in 
northern Swaziland has also been all but completed, and another 
is planned for Zena Mahlangu, 19, the teenager whom King 
Mswati abducted two years ago to be his 11th wife. 


The spending spree, in a country where 80 per cent of the 
one million people are landless peasants living on less than 50p 
a day, has been denounced by the banned political opposition 
as evidence that the King has lost touch with his people. 


Swaziland carries a £145 million budget deficit, one third of 


the population depends on handouts from the World Food 


Programme to fend off starvation and unemployment is in excess 
of 40 per cent. But that did not stop the government spending 
(£800,000) on luxury cars and homes of King Mswati’s relatives. 


Top writer attacks King: Mozambique’s best-known writer, 
Mia Couto, has attacked Swaziland’s absolute monarch, King 
Mswati lll, for his demand of money from the state budget to 
build palaces for his wives. 


In his regular column in the independent weekly Savana, Mia 
Couto recalled the previous scandal of Mswati Ill spending 
millions of dollars on a private jet. 


“In a nation severely affected by drought, in a country where 
25 per cent of the population is HIV-positive, there can be no 
possible defence for this expenditure of the royal family", he 
said. 


"All this is happening in a country where the political 
opposition is banned, and where the press and civil society 
movements are persecuted". 


"The defenders of Mswati IIl.use the same eae as 
any tyrant", Mia Couto said. 
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"They say that the critics don't understand ‘African culture’, 
that they don't respect the true essence of tradition. In short, 
those who defend this backward regime take refuge in a very 
common piece of demagogy: they claim that they are Africa, that 
they represent the ‘true’ African spirit, As if Africa were not made 
of modernity, as if freedom and democracy were foreign - indeed 
more than foreign, opposed to the African soul". 


Those who oppose the regime and the whims of the monarch 
“are regarded as sell-outs, as puppets of foreign interests’, said 
Couto. 


“All African dictators have used the same expedient - to take 
in vain the name of the continent to justify their own behaviour. 
As if arrogance and tyranny were part of African identity, as if 
greed and corruption were intrinsic marks of African people". 


(SOURCE: Times, London, Statesman, Calcutta and Mail & 
Guardian, Johannesburg) 


[Background Info. Swaziland, page 1211:a] 


SAO TOME & PRINCIPE 


a. Cooperation accord with Angola: Sao Tome 
& Principe signed recently two cooperation accords 
with Angola in the domains of agriculture and 
fisheries, minister of agriculture, rural development 
and fisheries, Jorge Amado, said on Jan 20. 


The minister, who attended a ministerial meeting of agricul- 
ture ministers of the Economic Community Of Central African 
States (ECCAS), which took place on January 16-17, in Luanda, 
said that alonsgide the gathering he could hold severa! meetings 
of bilateral interest. 


He added that under the accords, Sao Tome would send to 
Luanda students for training. 


"We intend to train our cadres in the area of coffee 
production, besides sending 10 students to attend a course.in 
the field of fisheries”, he explained. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TOGO 


a. New university opens: Togo has just opened 
its second university in the northern town of Kara, 
it was reported, Jan 27. 


But the government has no money to build a campus, so 
university has to make do with the buildings of a teachers’ 
training college. 


The government laid the foundation stone of Kara university 
four years ago. Kara, 420 km north of the capital Lome, is close 
to the home village of President Gnassingbe Eyadema. 


The former military officer has ruled country of five million 
people with a stern hand since he came to power in a coup 37 
years ago. 

The new university is due to reduce overcrowding at Togo’ Ss 
only other university in Lome. This was built in 1970 for 6,000 
students, but currently has to cope with more than 14,000. 

Togo's cash-strapped government has been starved of 
European Union aid for more than 10 years because of 
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Eyadema’s poor record on democracy and the funds to actually 
build the new university have never materialised. 


When Prime Minister Koffi Sama formally inaugurated Kara 
university's first academic year, Jan 23, he did so on what is 
intended to be a temporary campus with just me smal! lecture 
rooms. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. UPDF Major killed in rebel ambush: A 
UPDF Major, identified as George Nkayarwa and 
his two escorts were killed, Jan 25, in an ambush 
bY a s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in Pader 

istrict. 


The 503 Brigade Commander in Kitgum, Lt. Col. Sam 
Kiwanuka, reported the deaths, Jan 26. A UPDF intelligence 
officer, Lt. Col. Charles Otema, said the army pick-up truck drove 
into an LRA ambush at Aywe-Labuje in Parabango sub-county. 


He said the truck was coming from Pader district headquar- 
ters via a new security road that had been open to connect 
Pader and Kalongo Agago county. 


Otema said the truck had already beaten the ambush when 
a bullet hit fuel containers, leading to the explosion of the bombs 
on the truck. The car was destroyed in the inferno. He did not 
disclose the number of soldiers on the truck at the time of the 
explosion. 


Security sources in Kitgum said the two escorts were 
reportedly burnt in the vehicle and could not be identified. 


(Background Info. Uganda, page 1258:b] 
Spotlight 

Therapy helps ease burden of AIDS in 
Uganda: There is no word for depression in 
Luganda, the local language, but until about a year 
ago Josephine Namaganda was most certainly 
suffering from just that. 


She shunned her grandchildren, preferring to cry alone in 
her hut. She lacked the energy to work, which meant that her 
fertile farm land became overrun with weeds. She wished she 
were dead. l 


Mrs Namaganda was not alone. Researchers who visited 30 
villages in southwestern Uganda three years ago found 21 per 
cent of the people surveyed showed depression. They traced 
the problem to AIDS. 


In villages along Lake Victoria, some of Africa’s earliest AIDS 
cases were discovered 20 years ago. The disease has 
devastated the area, dotting the fertile landscape with graves. 
Uganda's government has made strides in reducing its overall 
infection rate, but the lakefront remains a trouble spot. 


One aggravating factor is the havoc that depression can 
wreak on those infected or those who have seen family members 
die. Researchers have responded with a new group-therapy 
programme. And they have found that in the African bush, as 
elsewhere, treating people’s minds can- ' help” their bodies 
rebound. 


è 
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"You see people who in the beginning don’t want to live 
anymore who start becoming productive,” said Cephas Hamba, 
a group facilitator with World Vision, a relief organization that 
conducted the research with two American universities. 


Mrs Namaganda lost her husband to AIDS, and 6 of her 12 
children have died, some from related ailments. She now cares 
for nine grandchildren. She says she reached rock bottom in 
2002, when she discovered that she, too, was infected with HIV, 
the virus that causes AIDS. 


| locked myself in the bedroom and | chased all the children. 
outside," she recalled. "! beat them whenever they came around. 
They would say, ‘Grandma, where's the food?’ I'd say,'Let's all © 


die,” 


Then one day in 2003, a World Vision counselor invited her 
to share her woes with her neighbours. At first she sent the 
counselor away, but eventually she agreed to listen. A session 
was convened, and after many long silences, people began 
opening up. They shared their suffering. They recalled the 
funerals. 


Once they came to trust one another, each revealed his or 
her HIV status. The therapy study was conducted with 15 groups 
of up to a dozen people each—segregated by sex to encourage 
confidences. Each group met 90 minutes a week for four months. 


Results indicate that 6.5 per cent of those who underwent 
therapy still suffered from major depression. In a control group 
without therapy, 54.7 per cent remained depressed. Mrs 
Namaganda began sleeping through the night. She even felt well 
enough to begin farming her tand again. 


One of the study participants, Maria Prisca Namugerwa, said 
she had been so afraid before the therapy that AIDS would kill 
her that she had thought about taking her life before the disease 
did, At a recent group therapy session, Mrs Namugerwa smiled 
broadly as she described how she used to toss and turn at night. 
She now sleeps peacefully, she said, adding, "The group told 
me my life was worth something.” 


Like so many others, Abdul Hakim Ssempijja thought he had 
AIDS but was too terrified to find out for sure. He, too, got tested, 
and he too, found the virus was in his blood. ,But talking about 
his woes in his group of men, he said, has given him strength. 
"This group didn’t take the virus out of my body,” he said. "I still 
fall sick. | am stil! weak. But at least now I’m living." 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi, Jan 25) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Economist arrested for money laundering, 
theft: The Drug Enforcement Commission (DEC) in 
Lusaka has arrested an economist at the ministry 
of commerce for theft and money-laundering 
amounting to more than K61 million. 


DEC assistant public relations officer Rosten Chulu who 
confirmed in Lusaka, Jan 27, said that the commission was 
committed to fighting illegal activities. Chulu said the suspect 
would appear i in court soon and that DEC would not relent in its 
effort to curb money-laundering a and drug trafficking throughout 
the country. ` 
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The 33-year-old suspect who was aiso a director in a private 
firm would appear in court soon. “I can confirm that DEC's 
anti-money laundering investigations unit has arrested an 
economist at the ministry of trade and industry for alleged theft 
and money-laundering and he is expected to appear in court 
soon," he said. In another development, DEC in Livingstone has 
arrested two peasant farmers for cultivating and trafficking in 
cannabis worth thousands of Kwacha. | 

Chulu said the suspect aged 31, of Mulwila village of Sesheke 
was arrested for cultivating and trafficking 10 tonnes of cannabis 


: and ‘the other suspect, aged 22, a resident of Mung'ambwa of 


the same village was picked up for cultivating 8.6 tonnes of 
cannabis. 

b. Sixty-nine illegal aliens rounded up: Sixty- 
nine suspected illegal immigrants were rounded up 
in Mpulungu, Jan 21, after immigration officers 
mounted an operation. 


immigration department public relations officer Jones 
Mwelwa said in a statement, Jan 22, that 31 of those picked 
up were confirmed to be staying in the country illegally. 

"Out of these, five paid K1,080,000 as admission of guilt 
fines and were placed on temporary permits while 12 Congolese 
and 13 Tanzanians were escorted to their respective countries 
by boat. One Congolese is still detained for further investiga- 
tions," Mwelwa said. 


He said the remaining 38 were cleared after it was 
established that they were in the country legally. 

. -The.immigration department during the operation discovered. 
that most of those picked-up were in fact Zambians who had 
not obtained green national registration cards. 

Mwelwa advised citizens, especially those living along the 
border, to get their cards so that they could easily be identified. 


"The ‘areas we visited in Mpulungu are town centre, old and 
new locations, Mzabwela, Mupata, and Kaizya villages surround- 
ing the townships," he said. Meanwhile, immigration officers 
arrested eight illegal immigrants at the Lusaka International 
Airport and Chirundu for travelling on forged passports. ` 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Tsvangirai denies plot to kill Mugabe: The 
opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, accused of 
plotting to assassinate the President, Robert 
Mugabe, Jan 19, took the witness stand for the first 
time since his trial began, and denied the allegation. 


The head of the Movement for Democratic Change {MDC) 
gave personal details and ‘political history which started off in 
the trade union movement. He denied allegations that he plotted 
to assassinate Mugabe and arrange a military coup ahead of 
the March 2002 presidential election, which he fost to Mugabe. 


In a trial which started in February 2003, the state accused. 
Tsvangirai of requesting help to kill. Mugabe ahead of the 
elections at a meeting in Montreal in December 2001 with a 
Canadian political consuitant, Ari Ben Menashe. 


Mugabe agrees to dialogue: The south African president, 
Thabo Mbeki, said, Jan 22, that the Zimbabwean President, 
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Robert Mugabe, had agreed to enter into formal talks with the 
opposition for ending the country's long-running crisis. 

"'m happy to say that they have agreed now that they will 
go into formal negotiations," Mbeki told a joint news conference 
with the visiting German Chancellor, Gerhard Schroeder. 

Schroeder said he had made Germany's position on the 
“unacceptability” of Mugabe's government, 

Mugabe in the past has said he was willing to negotiate with 
the main opposition Movement for .Democratic Change 
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(MDC),but only if the party dropped its legal challenge to his 
controversia! re-election in 2002. The MDC’s leader, Morgan 
Tsvangirai, is on trial for treason following government charges 
that he plotted to assassinate Mugabe and stage a coup. 


Mbeki has come under criticism for what many see as his 
soft attitude towards Mugabe, who has seen international 
sanctions imposed on his country after allegations that he rigged 
the 2002 election. 





(SOURCE: inependent, Harare) 





ANALYSIS 


‘War ravages westom Sudan as peace nears in the south 


corner of Sudan, a terrifying new theatre, fuelled by old 

ethnic divides and old-fashioned greed, opens in. another. 
Today, the once bustling border town of Tine is empty, Save for 
a smattering of guerrillas who peek out of the mud hauses with 
satellite phones and Kalashnikovs in hand. 

Peasants flee their homes, hiding in caves, crossing dry 
riverbeds under cover of night, seeking sanctuary across the 
border in Chad. According to estimates by United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees, 95,000 refugees have poured 
across the 600-km long border in recent months to erect their 
cities of straw and desert twigs. 


The testimonies of refugees from the Darfur region in 


A: Africa's E T civil war comes to‘ a close in one 


Western Sudan serve as a grim reminder that quelling the conflict 


in Africa’s largest country may be far from finished. 


One man described an attack on refugees camped out in a 
dry riverbed just inside Chad. Early on a Sunday morning, he 
recounted, gunmen herded away the cattle the refugees had 
brought with them and began firing. The man, Tamur Bura idriss, 
31, said he fost his uncle and grandfather, He heard the gunmen 
say, "You blacks, we're going to exterminate you." He fled deeper 
into Chad that night. 


The United Nations refugee agency has begun moving the 


- Sudanese to safer ground, at least 50 kilometres from the 


border. The agency has appealed for $16 million for the project; 
the World Food Program has called for. $11 million for emergency 
relief. 

The refugees described their attackers as Arab militias armed 
with grenades and machine guns, sometimes accompanied by 


soldiers in Sudanese military uniforms. They said their belong- 


ings were stolen, the men killed or kidnapped, ana the women 


raped. There are reports of villages being burned and bombed 


by Sudanese military planes. 
It is impossible to travel in Durfur to verify these claims. 


The black African rebels, who began the insurgency in 
February 2003, accuse the Arab- dominated government in 


Khartoum of giving carte blanche to the militias to push the 
people from their land, a charge the government denies. Land 
has long been an axis of conflict between the black Africans and 
the Arabs, both herders in need of pastures. 


The growing war between the government in Khartoum and 
the rebels in Darfur comes as Sudan's other war, which has 
lasted nearly 20 years and killed an estimated 1.5 million people, 
showing signs of a resolution. 


Peace talks between the Islamist government in the north 
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Army, from the largely 
Christian and animist south, have steadily inched forward. 
Though unresolved issues remain, a final accord, which is to 
include a referendum on self-rule for the south, could come within 
weeks, likely to be followed by a substantial United Nations 
peacekeeping force for Sudan. 


Rebel! groups in Darfur argue that they, too, should be offered 
a power-sharing deal. While Sudan’s interior minister has said 
that Khartoum was open to negotiations with the rebels, 
government officials have also made it clear that the peace deal 
for the south, being drawn up in Naivasha, Kenya, cannot be 
applied to the west. Seif-rule, in other words, is out of the 
question. 


"What goes on in Darfur does not necessarily have anything 
to go with what's going on here in Naivasha," a Sudanese vice 
president, Osman Ali Taha, told reporters recently. 


Some political analysts fear that a peace deal for the south 
will only free Khartoum to redirect its military might against the 
rebellion in Darfur ,deepening an already ugly conflict between 
Arabs and Africans. 


John Prendergast, an adviser with the International Crisis 
Group, a conflict prevention orgaization, said that if negotiations 
fail, "Darfur is likely to plunge further into the horror of open 
ethnic warfare." 


(SOURCE: New York Times /Asian Age, New Delhi, Jan 25) 
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ANGOLA 


a. MPLA presents political agenda for 2004: 
Angola's ruling MPLA party, Feb 6, presented its 
political agenda for 2004, which places emphasis 
on re-organisation and preparation for the electoral 
process. 

The agenda was presented by the party's secretary for 
information, Norberto dos Santos, and the party's parliamentary 
whip, Bornito de Sousa. The programme outlines the modalities 
to organise the party and prepare for the electoral process, the 
adoption of a national consensual agenda on education, health 
and the organisation of the peasants. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


BENIN 


a. Government tries judges for corruption: 
The government has put on trial 27 of its own judges 
on charges of embezzling millions of dollars of state 
funds, it was reported, Jan 29. 


They form part of a group of 99 court and finance ministry 
officials charged with illegally pocketing more than US$15 million 
of state funds over a period of four years. 


The accused include 45 court clerks and judges from 12 of 
Benin’s 13 district courts. The accused, who have been in 
detention since December 2001, made brief court appearances, 
Jan 27 and Jan 28, during which no plea was entered for them. 


Proceedings are due to resume on February 5 and the trial 
is expected to take about three months. 


In 2000, finance ministry officials began looking into the 
suspected misuse of state funds. They exposed a corruption ring 
which allowed judges and magistrates to order their accomplices 
in the treasury to fraudulently release state funds to them. 

The investigators concluded that more than eight billion CFA, 
the equivalent of US $15 million, had been siphoned out of 
government coffers between 1996 and 2000 

The successful organization of series of free and fair elections 
in the 1990s marked Benin as a model of democracy in West 
Africa. However,the civil service remains riddled with corruption 
and many Beninois are sceptical that this high pie ile tral will 
siop the rot. ba i 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Sahanaesbur) 


CAMEROON .. 


a. Border agreement makes progress after 
talks with Annan: The leaders of Cameroon and 
Nigeria have agreed to a series of confidence-build- 
ing measures and are considering signing a non- 
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aggression treaty after United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan chaired formal talks between 
them over the weekend. 


Following the talks in Geneva, Jan 31,Annan praised the 
Presidents of Cameroon and Nigeria, Paul Biya and Olusegun 
Obasanjo, for showing what he described as "incredible 
statesmanship and leadership and wisdom" in attempting to 
resolve their border dispute peacefully. 


Cameroon and Nigeria disagree over the sovereignty of the 
oil-rich Bakassi Peninsula, an area near Lake Chad and their 
maritime boundary. Cameroon took the dispute to the interna- 
tional Court of Justice (ICJ), which issued its ruling and 
delineated the boundaries in 2002. 


The Cameroon-Nigeria Mixed Commission was then estab- 
lished by Annan at the request of the two Presidents in an 
attempt to implement the ICJ decision peacefully. The Geneva 
talks at the weekend were designed to review the progress so 
far. 


Annan met isade and then together with Biya and 
Obasanjo before the two nationa! leaders issued a joint 
communique on the latest progress. 


Cameroon and Nigeria have agreed to several confidence- 
building measures, including an exchange of ambassadors, the 
opening of consular services along their border and the 
introduction of joint patrols of security forces. 


leaders agree to reinforce ICJ verdict: Presidents Biya 
and Obasanjo said acceptable progress has been made on the 
Cameroon-Nigeria border dispute settlement. 


A day of intense activity marked the schedule of President 
Paul Biya and his Nigerian counterpart, Olusegun Obasanjo, 
who met with the Secretary General of the UN, Kofi Annan on 
January 31 for a tripartite summit on:the road covered in 
effectively implementing the ICJ ruling on the land and maritime 
border dispute between the two countries. Meeting at the 
initiative of Kofi Annan, both heads of state appreciated the 
efforts so far made since October 10 when the International 
Court of Justice at The Hague proclaimed its verdict on the 
conflict. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Bangui needs US $13.5 million for disar- 
mament programme: The Central African Republic 
(CAR) government requires seven billion CFA 
francs (US $13.5 million) to disarm, demobilise and 
rehabilitate some 7,765 former combatants in a 
programme scheduled to begin in March, a govern- 
ment minister said, Feb 5. 
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Reading a report of a cabinet meeting held on January 30, 
the minister in charge of the government's secretariat, 
Zarambaud Assingambi, said on state-owned Radio Centrafri- 
que that the cabinet had approved a three-year disarmament, 
demobilisation and reinsertion (DDR) programme that would 
largely be financed by the country’s international development 
partners. . 


He said the junior interior minister for public security and 
disarmament, Jules Ouande, had drafted the programme. 
Assingambi did not specify the different steps of the programme 
or the government's contribution to it. 


A World Bank official, Abdoulaye Seck, who toured the 
country between January 17 and February 1, said on Radio 
Centrafrique on January 19 that a World Bank DDR mission 


© would visit the capital, Bangui, in February. 


Due to the several military crises in the country since 1996, 
firearms were stolen from military barracks or brought. in from 
Strife-torn neighbouring states. 


This gave rise to militias such thé Karaco, Balawa and 
Saraoui, which fought in support of former President Ange-Felix 
Patasse during the 1996-1997 mutinies and who have since 
remained at large with their firearms. 


Moreover, in 2002, civilians and some government soldiers 
were reported to have joined a rebellion led by former army chief 
of staff, Francois Bozize, who overthrew Patasse on March 15, 
2003 after a six-month civil war. Many of Bozize’s combatants 
were reported to have escaped the disarmament dragnet that 
followed the coup. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1262:a] 


CHAD 


a. Sudan bombs town, 3 killed: Sudan dropped 
bombs on the border town of Tine Chad, Jan 29, 
instantly killing two civilians, one of them a 
two-year-old child, and wounding 15 others. 


One of the wounded died in a hospital run by Medecins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF), 


Sonia Peyrassol, an MSF spokeswoman, said, Jan 29, 
Sudanese aircraft had started bombing the border area between 
the towns of Tine Sudan and Tine Chad. 


MSF staff, who are treating up to 150 war-wounded every 
day at the hospital on the Chadian side of the border, had heard 
11 bombs exploding. One said: seven of them had landed on 
the Chadian side of the dry river bed between the two towns. 


(See also Sudan, page 1281) 


Observers believe the bombing may have been accidental, 
as Sudanese bombs—very basic steel drums full of dynamite— 
are often inaccurate. 


Local authorities in Chad estimate that 35,000 refugees have 
fled into Tine Chad since July, 2003, due to militia attacks and 
government air raids on the neighbouring Darfur region of 
western Sudan. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background info. Chad, page 1239:a] 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. MONUC investigators attacked in Ituri: 
Unidentified gunmen attacked, Feb 4, a team of UN 
Officials investigating the reported killing of 100 
people almost three weeks ago in Gobu, a village 
in the troubled district of Ituri, Orientale Province, 
in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 


The attack on the UN personnel took place in the village of 
Djo, seven kilometres south of Gobu, that is 60 km north of 
Bunia, the largest town. in Ituri. A Uruguayan military unit with 
the investigators returned fire during the 15-minute shootout. 
There were no MONUC casualties. 


Victims of the January 16 attack at Gobu, along Lake Albert, 
said 24 assailants, who had split up into several groups, joined 
boats transporting displaced people and traders to lakeside 
villages, and forced them to land at Gobu. Then, they separated 
the men from the women and children before shooting the men 
in groups. 


[Background Info. Cong (DR), page 1262:a] 


b. 45 feared dead as boat capsizes: At least 
45 people are feared dead after their boat capsized 
in Lake Albert, Feb 1. 


The midwestern regional Police commander, Grace Turyagu- 
manawe, said 15 bodies had been retrieved from the lake by 
Feb 2. 


it overturned at around 2:00am. ee 


Turyagumanawe told The New Vision that 34 passengers 
were rescued by marine police. He said the police were still 
searching for more survivors and bodies. Turyagumanawe said 
a team from Kampala had joined the rescue operation. 


He attributed the accident, which took place near Wanseko 
landing site in Masindi, to overloading. 


"Other sources said the boat was swept away by strong wind 
a few minutes after it had ‘left Bugoigo landing site. 


Recently, the internal security officer in charge of the western 
region, Capt. Dan Sserubiri, banned travelling on the lake at 
night. 

In 2003, about 20 people drowned in Lake Albert after their 
boat capsized. Turyagumanawe said the police was compiling 
names of the survivors. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethnic violence leaves 18 dead in east: 
Ethnic violence has left at least 18 people dead and 
several homes burnt down in eastern Ethiopia, the 
country’s human rights organisation said, Feb 6. 


The Ethiopian Human Rights Counci! (ERCHO) said fighting 
had erupted between the Somali and Oromo ethnic groups 
competing for political power in West Harerge. It noted that the 
violence had been sparked by plans for a referendum on who 
would control the Meisso district administration, 500 km east of 
the capital, Addis Ababa. 


-æ . 
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The district, which earns substantial tax revenue from the 
mildly narcotic shrub, khat (Catha edulis), is located between 
the Somali and Oromiya regional states. 


Scores of ethnic groups live peacefully alongside each other 
in Ethiopia. But ERCHO argues that ethnicity is gradually seeping 
into the political arena and daily life. “Since the coming into effect 
of the ethnic- and language-based division of administrative 
units, several ethnic and religious conflicts have occurred in many 
parts of the country," ERCHO stated in a special report released, 
Feb 6. 


Its president, Prof Mesfin Wolde-Mariam, said the govern- 
ment's policy of dividing power along ethnic lines, was fuelling 
conflict. "These conflicts are becoming alarming and [are] 
increasing," he warned. 


Details of the killings in West Harerge came to light just days 
after a highly critical report by Human Rights Watch (HRW), 
which accused the government of continuing to deny basic 
human rights. 


HRW also blamed foreign donors, who pumped US $1.3 
billion in aid into Ethiopia in 2003, without adequate regard for 
human rights abuses. 


In the last two years, Ethiopia has witnessed severe clashes 
between various ethnic groups. British officials estimate that 150 
people were killed in fighting in the western region of Gambella 
in December 2003, mostly in reprisal killings against local 
Anyuaks. 


ERCHO claimed that government troops had been involved 
in the killings, an allegation vehemently denied by the defence 
ministry, which described it as "baseless". 
[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1252:b] 


b. First free treatment programme for AIDS 
patients launched: The international medical relief 
organisation Medicins Sans Frontieres (MSF) and the 
Tigray Regional Health Bureau have launched the first 
programme of free anti-retrovirals (ARVs) for the 
treatment of HIV/AIDS patients in Ethiopia, according 
to a press statement issued by MSF, Jan 27. 


The first 13 patients at the Kahsay Abera hospital in the 
northwestern town of Humera had started receiving their ARVs, 
it said. The statement noted that the new ARV programme was 
a component of the commitment by the government and MSF 
to increase the availability of ARVs for patients in need of them. 


"We are very excited about the start of this part of the 
programme. In close cooperation with the regional and federal 
authorities, we have shown it's possible to bring ARVs to 
Humera. We hope to increase the numbers of beneficiaries soon 
and also to set an example in Ethiopia of a treatment programme 
that others could learn from and emulate," the statement quoted 
Rik Nagelkerke, the head of the MSF’s mission in Ethiopia, as 
saying. 

While initiatives to introduce ARVs had commenced in other 
parts of Ethiopia, Humera was in a remote area with a relatively 
mobile and vulnerable population unable to access or pay for 
the treatment, which was available in major cities in other parts 
of the country, said the statement. 


It went on to note that Humera had a number of high-risk 
groups by virtue of the presence of many single men, including 
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migrant workers, drawing many commercial sex workers to the 
area. ARVs had proved successful in reducing the effects of 
AIDS, sometimes to the extent of virtually eliminating them. "The 
patient can regain a more normal life, continue to work and 
function in society and the family," it said, stressing, however, 
that the provision of ARV treatment involved extensive follow-up 
and support. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GABON 


a. Peruvian beauty allegs molestation by 
President Bongo: A Peruvian beauty queen who 
travelled to Gabon to organise a "Miss Humanity" 
contest said, Feb 6, she had been the victim of a 
“white slavery" plot involving Gabon’s President 
Omar Bongo. 


Libreville has strenuously denied any allegations of impro- 
priety involving Bongo after versions of Ivette Santa Maria's story 
were reported in Peruvian papers recently. 


Santa Maria : said, Feb 6, she had met Bongo at the 
presidential palace in Libreville on Jan. 19, her first day in Gabon, 
so the President could approve details of the worldwide contest 
which she was told would take place in July. 


After the woman she believed was the contest’s organiser 
left her alone with the President in a small reception room, Ms 
Santa Maria said he called her over to door, pressed a button, 
and, to her horror, a bed suddenly appeared. "He got a bed 
out! | don’t know what you'd think. He got a bed out- | ran away!” 
Ms Santa Maria, 22, said in a telephone interview. "I was 
extremely shocked." 


She said Bongo was "very angry, very serious, very annoyed" 
and yelling "good knows what at me" in French as she fled into 
a lift down into the basement to get away. In a statement, the 
government of Gabon denied Santa Maria's story as reported in 
the media. 


“These allegations, which are without basis, could not only 
undermine the respectability and integrity of Gabon’s head of 
State... but also risk tarnishing the excelient relationship of 
cooperation and friendship which Gabon prides itself on having 
with Latin American and Caribbean countries, and particularly 
Peru," the statement said. 


Ms Santa Maria- Miss Peru America 2004 -said she had 
been wearing a tight, strappy knee-length black dress lent to her 
by the Argentine woman organizer, Fabinana Segovia, who 
considered her proposed outfit of a pantsuit "too sexy". 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi) 


GAMBIA 


a. Managing editor of private newspaper 
detained: The International Press Institute (IPI), the 
global network of editors, media executives and 
leading journalists, are deeply concerned at the 
treatment of Alagi Yorro Jallow, managing editor of 
The Independent, at the hands of the authorities. 


On February 2, Jallow was summoned to Mansakonko 
police station from where he was taken under police escort to 
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Bundung and later Serrekunda police station for questioning. 
Jallow said the police interest in him was prompted by a story 
carried in the January 30 edition of The Independent on who 
really owned the five-star Kairaba Beach Hotel. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Hospital strike forces hundreds of patients 
to go home: A strike by doctors, nurses and 
hospital technicians demanding the payment of 
salary arrears has paralysed government hospitals 
in Guinea-Bissau, forcing hundreds of patients to 
go home or seek treatment in private clinics, it was 
reported, Jan 30. 


The four-day strike was called by the two main trade unions 
in the health sector to protest against the government's failure 
to pay five months’ of salary arrears and special bonuses and 
to demand better food for patients. The stoppage began, Jan 
27, and was due to end, Jan 30. 


Agostinho Ca, the director of the main Simao Mendes 
hospital in the capital Bissau, appealed to his staff to return to 
work, saying they were causing hundreds of people to suffer. 
Medical staff at the hospital have been providing emergency 
services only, forcing dozens of patients to leave their beds and 
go home. Hundreds of others who turn up there every day for 
outpatient treatment have been turned away. 


Negotiations between the health sector unions and the 
government began, Jan 28, but have not so far produced -a 
settlement to the dispute. The cash-strapped government owes 
money to virtually all its employees. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Rebel warlord killed outside nightclub: 
Adams Coulibaly, a rebel warlord in northern city of 
Korhogo, was dragged out of a nightclub and shot 
dead by unidentified assailants in the early hours 
of Feb 8. 


But there is a dispute over who pulled the trigger. 


Col Soumaila Bakayoko, the chief of staff of rebel forces 
occupying the north of Ivory Coast, told Radio France Interna- 
tional (RFI), Feb 9, that Coulibaly, who was better known by his 
nom de guerre. “Adams,” was killed by one of his Liberian 
bodyguards after a scuffle. However, two of the bodyguards 
said that Adams had been killed by masked assassins sent by 
the rebel leadership in Bouake. 


Adams was a prominent supporter of Master Sergeant 
Ibrahim Coulibaly, widely known as "IB," an exiled hero of the 
rebel movement who is widely seen as a potential challenger to 
Guillaume Soro, the official leader of the insurgents. 


Adams was also the notorious rival of another rebel 
commander in Korhogo known as “Bin Laden." On 22 January 
22, four people were killed in the city as the two sides fought a 
gun battle for the control of a disputed petrol tanker. 


The murdered warlord had long been an embarrassment to 
the rebel leadership because he employed 42 Liberian merce- 
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naries as his personai bodyguards. They followed him to 
Korhogo from the west of Ivory Coast where he had been 
deployed as a frontline commander unti! April 2003. 


b. UN expert on racism to examine ethnic 
aspects of conflict: A United Nations expert on 
racism, Feb 9, began a 12-day visit to Ivory Coast 
to examine the role of ethnicity in the context of the 
country’s conflict. 


Doudou Diene, the UN Commission on Human Rights special 
rapporteur on contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimina- 
tion, xenophobia and related intolerance, will visit Abidjan, the 
country’s political centre, and its capital, Yamoussoukro, as well 
as other towns to gather information on the socio-political 
dynamics in Ivory Coast, according to a statement released in 
Geneva. 


The expert hopes to meet Ivorian authorities and repre- 
sentatives of the several groups, including the formerly rebel 
"Forces Nouvelles," now a part of the coalition government, as 
well as members of civil society and the international community 
in Abidjan. 

Fierce fighting between the government of Ivory Coast and 
rebel forces, which erupted in September 2002, largely ended 
with a peace agreement, signed in Linas-Marcoussis, France, 
in January 2003. French forces known as Licorne and West 
African peacekeéping troops have been keeping the former 
warring parties apart, aided by a smal! UN mission (MINUC)). 


c. Three journalists assaulted by presidential 
guardsmen: A photographer with Le Patriofe, a 
daily that is close to the opposition, and two other 
journalists were recently assaulted by members of 
lvoirian President Laurent Gbagbo’s guards. 


On January 31, Le Patriote photographer Ibrahim Diarra was 
beaten up by presidential guardsmen in Yamoussoukro, during 
a foundation stone-laying ceremony held at the future location 
of the presidential residence. Diarra was taking photographs of 
security agents when they stopped him and asked him who his 
employer was. They then combed through the journalist's 
personal documents and found a letter written by him in which 
he mentioned an incident that took place when he covered a 
press conference of the Ivory Coast Patriotic Movement MPCI, 
a former rebel group. The soldiers then accused Diarra of being 
an assailant and beat him up. 

Charles Sanga, another Le Patriote reporter, and Frank 
Konat, of the daily 24 Heures, were also beaten up after they 
came to their colleague's defence. Diarra was treated for injuries 
to his head and genitals at the Treichville (Abidjan) University 
hospital. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


KENYA 


a. Six Mungiki defectors arrested: Six former 
outlawed Mungiki sect followers were arrested, Feb 
8, for defying police instructions to disperse during 
a demonstration. 

They were part of hundreds of the sects defectors who were 
demonstrating in Nairobi streets to protest against an alleged 
kidnapping of their Pastor, Jacob Karanja. : 
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Anti-riot police lobbed teargas canisters into the demonstra- 
tors who had marched from Racecourse Road to the Nation 
Centre, some four kilometres away. 


Chanting anti-Mungiki slogans and posters of Karanja, the 
protesters, some wearing Akorino sect turbans, hesitated to 
disperse after they were ordered to do so by police, mainly from 
Kamukunji police Station, who had trailed them in a lorry. 


They kept regrouping as they walked away interfering with 
traffic, forcing police to chase them through the streets and arrest 
the six. 


Sammy Waweru Mwangi was ruthlessly beaten at the 
Racecourse/Ronald Ngala junction by a group of Mungiki 
followers for condemning their leader, Maina Njenga. 


The attackers disappeared as fast as they had appeared. 
Shortly before being assaulted by the Mungiki gang, Mwangi had 
told journalists that defectors’ lives were in danger. 


b. Judge faces graft trial: Suspended Court 
of Appeal Judge Philip Waki, Feb 9, came face to 
face with Kurshid Ahmed Bhat, the man whose 
accusations, if proved, may hound him out of the 
judiciary. 

Justice Waki, sat opposite his accuser at a conference room 
at Nairobi's Anniversary Towers, the venue of the tribunal set up 
to investigate judges accused of corruption by a committee 
headed by judge Aaron Ringera. 


Bhat, in a stripped suit, sat next to two suspended judges, 
Tom Mbaluto and Vitalis Juma as the tribunal commenced its 
hearing. The proceedings were opened to the public after Waki 
successfully applied to the tribunal, through lawyers George 
Oraro, Mutula Kilonzo and Karim Shah. 


The tribunal is chaired by retired Court of Appeal Judge, 
Akilano Akiwumi. Members are Nzamba Kitonga, Joe Okwatch, 
Benjamin Kubo and Willam Deverell. 


The press and the public, who were kept waiting in the 
corridors for nearly two hours, rushed into the conference room 
at 3.30pm after it was announced that the proceedings would 
not be secret. ) 


c. Former champion athlete held on rape 
charge in London: World Athletics Championships 
gold medallist Billy Konchellah has been charged 
oe ae in the United Kingdom, it was reported, 

eb 9. 


He faces a life sentence if convicted in the trial which starts 
at the beginning of March. The Kenya High Commissioner in 
London, Joseph Muchemi, said that his office was aware of the 
case and was sending a senior officer from the mission to see 
Konchellah in custody and get his side of the story. 


Muchemi said that no further comments can be made about 
the case until all facts were known. 


According to the Birmingham Post newspaper, the sex 
attack took place in Coventry on November 15, 2003. 
Konchellah was arrested soon afterwards and charged at the 
city’s magistrates court. He has been in custody since then 
after being denied bail. 


One of Kenyas’s most celebrated athletes, the 42 year-old 
middle-distance star is believed to have been living in the 
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Midlands after moving from Finland where his Finnish wife and 
two year-old son live. He had hoped to go back to Finland after 
completing a degree course. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. Criminal charges against journalists: The 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has ex- 
pressed its concern over the recent criminal charges 
brought against journalists working for the private 
weekly newspaper Telegraph. 


On January 16, editor-in-chief Philip Moore Jr., managing 
editor Adolphus Karnuah and sub-editor Robert Kpadeh Jr. were 
arrested and brought to the Magistrate Court in the capital, 
Monrovia, where they were charged with "criminal malevolence”. 


Additionally, Rennie Moses, a former business manager for 
the Telegraph, and Rudolph Gborkeh, the newspaper's chief 
reporter, were charged in absentia. Moore, Karnuah, and Kpadeh 
were released the same day, and later paid the equivalent of 
about US$5 each in bail. 


The charges stem from a story published in the Telegraph 
on December 30, 2003, which alleged that national security 
minister Losay Kendor embezzled US$15,000. According to 
journalists at the newspaper, the article relied on sources from 
within the National security ministry. 


Kendor joined Liberia's newly inaugurated transitional gov- 
ernment after an August 2003 power-sharing deal aimed at 
ending more than a decade of civil war. He has not yet been 
confirmed by Liberia’s legislature, the journalists said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBYA 


a. Blair agrees to meet Gaddafi: British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair has agreed to meet President 
Muamar Gaddafi after historic talks, Feb 10, 
indicated Libya was aiming to return to the interna- 
tional fold after decades in the diplomatic wilder- 
ness. 


"We're hoping very much that a visit can be arranged as 
soon as convenient but no date has yet been fixed," British 
foreign secretary Jack Straw said, when asked whether Blair 
had been invited to Libya in a letter from Gaddafi handed over 
by Libyan foreign minister Abdel Rahman Shalgam. 


A British Foreign Office spokeswoman said it had not yet 
been decided in which country the meeting would take place. 


Straw was addressing a joint press conference in the foreign 
office alongside Shalgam who earlier met Blair privately at 
Downing Street and handed him the personal letter from Gaddafi. 
Shaigam’s landmark two-day trip to London coincided with a 
brief stay in Libya by Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi. 


Berlusconi became the first western leader to visit the oil-rich 
state and meet Gaddafi since he announced in December 2003 
that Tripoli had given up the search to obtain weapons of mass 
destruction, following months of secret talks with Britain and the 
United States. Meanwhile, Shalgam’s stay in London was 
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described as “historic” by Straw, who noted that it was the first 
by a Libyan foreign minister to Britain "in over 20 years”. 


Libyan nuke parts flown to US:The Libyan leader, Muam- 
mar Gaddafi, following up a promise to end his pursuit of 
weapons of mass destruction, has shipped some 27,500 kg of 
nuclear and missile components to the United States in a bid to 
break out of diplomatic isolation. 


An American transport plane- carrying the components 
arrived, Jan 27, at an airport outside Knoxville, Tennessee, with 
the equipment. It included stock to enrich uranium, centrifuge 
parts and guidance sets for long-range missiles, the White House 
spokesman, Scott McClellan, said. The equipment probably will 
be evaluated at the Oak Ridge nuclear weapons plant in 
Tennessee, the major storehouse in the U.S. for bomb-grade 
uranium. There uranium can be converted into fuel for nuclear 
reactors. 


[Background info. Libya, page 1265:a} 


b. Govt newspaper suspended for a week: 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has reiterated its 
call for press freedom in Libya after the government 
daily Al-Zahf al-Akhdar (The Green Step) was 
suspended for one week from January 27. 


The paper was suspended for suggesting that Muammar 
Gaddafi should no longer be referred to as the "guide of the 
revolution” and should instead start behaving as a genuine head 
of state, it was reported, Jan 29. 


"The newspaper was immediately censored for daring to 
criticise the regime and asking Gaddafi to play his role as 
President properly. We once again call on the Libyan authorities 
to allow a free and independent press to express itself," RSF 
secretary-General Robert Minard said. 


"Despite Gaddafi’s concessions in the international arena, 
aimed at giving his regime a more favourable and open image, 
he has still not made the slightest gesture towards improving 
press freedom, which is non-existent in his country," Minard said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MALAGASY 


a. Tropical cyclone Elita causes significant 
damage: One person has been killed and hundreds 
left without shelter after a tropical cyclone ham- 
mered the northwestern coastal town of Mahajanga 
in Malagasy, Jan 29. 


Aid workers said, Jan 30, the number of people affected by 
the heavy rains had yet to be confirmed, but preliminary reports 
released by the government indicated that almost 200 houses 
and five administrative buildings had been destroyed in the town. 


"We have yet to send a technical team to assess just how 
serious the situation is, but authorities have reported that the 


electricity and water supply has been cut off," UN resident . 


coordinator, Bouri Sanhouidi, said. The cyclone was accompa- 
nied by winds averaging 200 km/h, with gusts as strong as 210 
km/h. 


Local authorities have appealed for medicines to prevent the 


spread of waterborne diseases. Rice, Sugar, building materials 
and mosquito nets are needed to assist affected households. 
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"We are now in the middle of the cyclone season, and up 
until now it has been relatively calm. Elita is the first cyclone 
which has caused significant damage. However, we do expect 
that there will a few more cyclones landing soon,” Sanhouidi 
noted. 


In May 2003, tropical cyclone Manou battered the country’s 
east coast, leaving 70 peopie dead and about 115,000 in need 
of assistance. 


(SOURCE: Mait & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MALI 


a. 11 more cholera deaths reported in Janu- 
ary: The cholera epidemic in Mali has been brought 
under control in most of the country, but continues 
unabated in the Mopti region, where another 11 
people died of the water-borne disease in January, 
health ministry sources said. Jan 30 


The sources said that 156 new cases of cholera were 
reported in the Niger river valley in and around the city of Mopti, 
450 km northeast of the capital Bamako, between January 1 
and Jan 26. 


One health worker in Mopti pointed out that the rice harvest 
was in full swing in the district and the movement of people 
associated with this was partly responsible for the high number 
of new cases still appearing there 


"The situation is complicated by the ongoing problem of 
hygiene and by the movements of temps for the rice 
harvest,“ he said. ~ 


Between August and early Became 2003, the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) reported 1,149 cholera cases in the 
Koulikoro, Segou and Mopti regions of centra! Mali which 
resulted in 78 deaths. 


The Niger River, the third largest in Africa, courses northeast 
through Mali. As it passes through Mopti region it fans out to 
form a large inland delta. 


The river banks are fertile planting ground for rice. However, 
the swampy conditions are also breeding grounds for a whole 
array of water-borne disease. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. UN Security Council extends mandate in 
Western Sahara until April: The Security Council, 
Jan 30, extended the mandate of the United 
Nations peacekeeping mission to Western Sahara, 
due to expire, Jan 31, until the end of April. 


The unanimous vote of approval for a three-month extension 
came after Secretary-General Kofi Annan asked the council to 
give more time for consultations between Morocco and James 
Baker, his personal envoy, over a peace plan for the disputed 
territory. 

The UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara 
(MINURSO) has been in place since April 1991 after Morocco 
and the Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and 
Rio de Oro (Frente POLISARIO) agreed to a ceasefire in their 
long-running dispute over the status of Western Sahara. 
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The peace plan, submitted by Baker in 2003, calls for a 
referendum on the permanent future status of Western Sahara 
within four or five years. It was accepted by Frente Polisario in 
July. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
{Background Info. Morocco, page 1207:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Two sentenced to 24-year jail terms: The 
Sofala provincial court, sitting in the central Mozam- 
bican city of Beira, Jan 30, sentenced two men to 
24-year jail terms for the murder of Josefa Ibraimo, 
head of the treasury department. 


The two men, Belmiro Lopes, a former official in the treasury 
department, and Fernando Mutichone, a cashier at the Beira 
branch of the Bank of Mozambique, were found guilty of both 
organising the murder and of carrying it out. 


The presiding judge, Cirilo Pereira, said it had been proved 
that they shot Ibraimo dead at point blank range, to halt her 
investigations into the disappearance in 2000 of eight billion 
maticais (336,000 US dollars) from state coffers. 


Two other accused, Jorge Manuel Anjos and Sergio Macie, 
were acquitted for tack of evidence of their involvement. 
Mutichone and Lopes denied the charges and claimed that their 
earlier confessions to the Criminal Investigation Police (PIC) had 
been made under coercion. 


Several of the witnesses also changed their stories, and said 
they had signed earlier statements under threats from the police. 
The court noted, however, that they were unable to prove any 
coercion, and decided that the earlier statements were trustwor- 
thy. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Farmers’ union denies land-grab attempt: 
The Namibia Farmworkers’ Union (Nafwu) has laid 
_ the blame for the recent strife in the agriculture 
sector at the government's door, claiming that it 
protects white commercial farmers. 


Nafwu general secretary Alfred Angula denied that they 
planned to invade farms. He said they wanted only to resettle 
some of the farmworkers fired and evicted from commercial 
farms who had no place to go because many were born on the 
farms and lived there. À 


The government has acted fast to mass invasions by 
threatening to send in a paramilitary force to deal with the 
unionists. Angula said it seemed like a trend with the German 
commercial farmers to fire workers and get eviction orders. 


Also, in December 2003, the union released a "name-and- 
shame" list of parliamentarians it accused of failing to comply 
with minimum wage stipulations. But the politicians dismissed 
the list as baseless. Angula said if the land policy had 
accommodated farm workers, the picture would have been 
different. 


“The government is not challenging the issue hands-on. | 
think the leaders need to balance their priorities," he said. Angula 
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said the union was planning a mass demonstration after it 
delayed plans to resettle the families fired and evicted from farms 
in Ongombo West, about 50km northeast of Windhoek. 


b. Ministry in hot water over study ban: A 
circular that bars teachers from acquiring additional 
qualifications without the knowledge of the ministry 
of basic education has landed the state in hot water, 
it was reported, Feb 10. 


The Namibia National Teachers Union (Nantu) is in the 
process of approaching the Labour Court to apply for an order 
for the withdrawal of the circular. 


The government issued the circular in July 2003, warning 
that the qualifications of teachers who enrol for further studies 
without the knowledge of the ministry of basic education would 
not be recognised for the calculation of salary increments. 


Nantu secretary general Miriam Hamutenya said the circular 
was issued without consultation with the union - the recognised 
bargaining agent for teachers - and it thus contravened the 
Labour Act. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGER 


a. Ban on female circumcision widely ig- 
nored: Niger’s minister for social development and 
women's affairs called, Feb 6, for a government 
crackdown of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), 
widely known as female circumcision. 


The practice was made illegal in the country three years ago, 
but it remains widespread and no-one has ever been prosecuted 
for performing the crude operation. 


The minister, Abdoulwahid Halimatou Oueini, issued her 
appeal to mark the first ever world-wide Anti-FGM Day at a 
ceremony in the village of Komba, 28km south east of the capital 
Niamey. 

Komba was chosen because, in 1994, it was the first village 
in Niger where loca! health officials denounced the practice, 
which is still carried out by a number ethnic groups in the region. 


As the minister spoke, a group of 24 villages near the western 
town of Tillaberry issued a joint proclamation that they would 
abandon FMG, which has until now been widely practiced in 
these communities. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. ICTR judge ill, trial postponed: The military 
case involving former director of cabinet in the 
ministry of defence, Col Theoneste Bagosora and 
three other senior military officials was postponed 
for one day at the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (ICTR) after one of the judges and 
witnesses fell ill, Feb 10. 


The court was informed that two prosecution witnesses who 
came to Arusha have not been well since their arrival and hence 
could not testify. The two witnesses are code-named EQ and 
VCH. 
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Judge Serguei Egorov from Russia has also been ill. "He 
has suddenly felt uncomfortable and cannot be with us at this 
moment," presiding judge Erik Mose told the court. 


The absence of Judge Egorov did however not delay the 
proceeding because two judges have been sitting in pursuance 
of rule 15 ofthe tribunal which allows two judges to sit for up 
to five full working days in the absence of the third judge. 


In the military trial Bagosora is jointly accused with the former 
military commander of Gisenyi region, Col Anatole Nsengiyumva, 
the former chief of operations of the former Rwandan army. Brig 
Gratien Kabiligi, and Maj Aloys Ntabakuze, who was the 
commander of the paracommando battalion based In Kanombe 
(Kigali). All have pleaded not guilty of genocide and crimes 
against humanity. 


Army was involved in killings, says prosecution witness: 
A witness in the military trial involving the former chief of cabinet 
in the ministry of defense, Col Theoneste Bagosora and three 
other senior military officials declared, Feb 6, before the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) that the army 
was involved in killings. 


The witness, named DCB to protect his identity explained 
that people were killed in Remera, Rubilizi and Kimihurura (in 
and around Kigali) by the army. He said that the paracommando 
batallion and other units such as the reconnaissance battalion 
and the presidential guard were also involved. 


" People were killed by members of the FAR and the 
presidential guard at Kimihurura, IFAK (The institute of technol- 
ogy in Kigali), and at the Salesian brothers technical school," he 
stated. 


The 39th witness added that he had received information 
concerning the assassination of the prime minister. "Agathe 
Uwingiyimana was killed in her house by members of the 
reconnaissance battalion and the presidential guard," he said. 
DCB told the court that other senior government officials were 
killed on April 7, 1994. He said, "I received information that 
persons were murdered; Joseph Kavaruganda (president of the 
constitutional court), Landoald Ndasingwa (the minister of social 
affairs), Flicien Ngango (who was supposed to be the president 
of the transitional national assembly) and Frdric Nzamurambaho 
{minister of Agriculture) were killed.” 


Tutsi girls sexually assaulted and killed at roadblocks, 
claims witness: A prosecution witness in the so-called "Butare 
trial", Feb 3, claimed that she witnessed Tutsi girls being 
abducted at a roadblock manned by a minister's son in April 
1994, 


The girls were later found dead and sexually assaulted. 


The witness code-named "TB" to keep her identity secret, 
was testifying at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR), where six people are on trial for organising and carrying 
out the genocide in the southern town of Butare. 


TB said that one of those accused, Arsene Shalom Ntahobaili, 
son of the former minister of family and women affairs, Pauline 
Nyiramasuhuko, had erected a roadblock right in front of their 
gate on Butare’s main street. She described how Ntahobali, 
together with two soldiers and three young men—Kazungu, 
Lambert and Jean Pierre—stopped a yellow Daihatsu and 
removed two girls from it. 
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"The two soldiers started to forcefully drag the girls towards 
a nearby bush", TB narrated. "After a shori while, Shalom 
(Ntahobali) called them back, pulled one of the girls who was 
dressed in a pair of jeans, a short blouse and had plaited hair, 
behind a primary school”. 


The witness continued that the accused came back alone 
shortly and told his colleagues "to work", a euphemism used 
during the genocide to mean killing Tutsis. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOMALIA 


a. TNA endorses agreement: After three days 
of debate, the Transitional National Assembly (TNA) 
of Somalia has endorsed an agreement signed by 
the Transitional National Government (TNG) and 
somalia’s various political factions. 


The leaders of the Somali groups meeting in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi, had on January 29, signed “a landmark 
breakthrough" agreement on a number of contentious issues 
that had plagued the peace talks. 


The debate on a motion seeking endorsement for the 
agreement began after the TNG cabinet had given its approval 
on February 3, Abdikarim Ahmad Ali, the TNG parliamentary 
affairs minister,said. 

Abdikarim said that after three days of debate, 155 members 
present of the 245-seat TNA voted on the motion, of whom 136 
supported the government's endorsement, with only one MP 


_ voting against it. Eighteen MPs abstained. The motion supporting 


the agreement was passed on February 8. 


After the vote, the president of the TNG, Abdiqassim Salad 
Hassan, had signed "a decree making the agreement legal and 
binding on the government", said Abdikarim. 


Meanwhile, senior traditional elders from the Hawiye, one of 
country's four major clans, had also expressed support for the 
agreement, one of them said, Feb 9. Mu’allim Harun Mu'allim 
Yusuf, the chairman of the elders’ committee, said the Mogadishu 
meeting, attended by over 60 elders from ali Hawiye sub-clans, 
had endorsed it and called on all the Somali leaders and people 
to follow suit. 


US commends signing of peace agreement: The United 
States has commended the January 29 agreement by influential 
Somalis to establish a new national parliament in Somalia and 
begin the process of electing a president. 


“By signing this agreement, the Somalis have demonstrated 
their ability to overcome differences, increase their capacity to 
formulate workable compromises and begin reaching out to 
former adversaries in the interest of providing a way forward for 
the Somali people," State Department spokesman Richard 
Boucher said in a statement, Jan 31. 


The United States commends the signing of an agreement 
by influential Somalis to establish a new national parliament in 
Somalia and begin the process of electing a president. By signing 
this agreement, the Somalis have demonstrated their ability to 
overcome differences, increase their capacity to formulate 
workable compromises and begin reaching out to former 
adversaries in the interest of providing a way forward for the 
Somali people. 
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b. Abducted UN staff member released: The 
office of the United Nations resident and humani- 
tarian coordinator for Somalia has welcomed the 
release on February 7 of Rolf Helmrich, a UN 
employee abducted earlier near the southern town 
of Kismayo, the UN said in a statement, Feb 9. 


Helmrich, a 60 year-old German national, is a member of 
the UN field security team serving in the country. He was 
abducted, Jan 29, about 45 km north of the regional capital, 
Kismayo, by unknown gunmen. He was released, Feb 7, and 
was flown to Nairobi, Feb 8. 


The UN expressed its appreciation to the Juba Valley Alliance 
(JVA), which controls the area, for its efforts "in effecting the 
release of Helmrich" said the statement. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. General elections set for April 14: South 
African President, Thabo Mbeki, said in parliament, 
Feb 9, that the country’s third all-race elections for 
national and provincial legislatures would be held 
on April 14. 


Mbeki said the date would be published in the government 
gazette, Feb 11. That date was timed to coincide with the 14th 
anniversary of the release from prison of Nelson Mandela in 
1990. But Mbeki said the Electoral Commission had asked for 
the announcement to be brought forward, because it was 
concerned that it needed enough time to register as many voters 
as possible, while giving itself adequate time to be able to 
organise and run the elections "as required by the law". 


The Electoral Commission said 85 per cent of eligible voters, 
mere than 20 million people, have been registered. 


b. IDC signs multi-million rand deal with 
French institution: The I!ndustrial Development 
Corporation (IDC) has signed a R120 million credit 
line, over 12 years, with a French finance institution 
Proparco, to finance its industrial and mining 
projects in the country and the rest of continent. 


The IDC is an institution of the department of trade and 
industry. The agreement, Feb 5, follows closely on a similar credit 
line the IDC -has with the same institution to the tune of R224 
million, for the IDC to finance small and medium enterprises in 
the country. "The facility offers the IDC an opportunity to source 
long-term funding from a leading development finance institution 
at competitive cost," said IDC president and CEO Khaya Ngqula. 


Ngquia said Proparco and the IDC had an excellent and 
longstanding relationship. IDC, currently is the largest borrower 
on Proparco’s books. Gilles Genre-Grandpierre, head of 
Proparco SA, said the deal with the IDC was in line with its vision 
of funding other projects in Africa. 

“IDC is in a unique position in providing business opportuni- 
ties for the previously disadvantaged on sound business 
principles in South Africa. And Africa being at the forefront of 
Proparco’s priorities, we decided to extend our funding for IDC’s 
projects in other African countries,” said Genre-Grandpierre. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg and Hindu, New Delhi) 
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SUDAN 


a. Hundreds killed in air raids on Darfur 
villages: Daily bombing raids on villages in Darfur, 
western Sudan, are killing hundreds of civilians and 
causing thousands more to flee across the border 
into neighbouring Chad, it was reported, Jan 29. 


“Between 50 and 100 are arriving every day from Tine 
[Sudan] and the surrounding villages," Barout Margui Sawa, a 
local official in charge of the refugees in Tine Chad, said. “The 
Antonov planes circle every night from 01:00 to 02:00 GMT. They 
drop bombs on the Sudanese side, so people are scared.” 


Since January 9, Antonov aircraft were dropping bombs 
every day across the border in Sudan, circling over Chadian 
airspace above the border town of Tine Chad, said Abubakar 
Mohammed Chaib of the Chadian Red Cross. Before that, the 
aircraft had been coming only every second or third day. “They 
[the refugees] are coming because of the aircraft bombing, he 
said. On December 29, 2003, two bombs had been dropped 
on the Chadian side of the border inside Tine, he added. 


Since July 2003, local authorities estimate that 35,000 people . 
have fled on foot, donkeys and camels into Tine Chad, which is 
separated from neighbouring Tine Sudan only by a dry 
watercourse, or wadi. The entire population of Tine Sudan of 
about 6,000 has fled, with only a few crossing back and forth 
across the border to collect animals or belongings. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Sudan, page 1257:a] 


UGANDA 


a. LRA rebels attack Gulu IDP camp: Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebels attacked a camp for 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Oneko, 10 
km west of the northern town of Gulu, Feb 2, killing 
two people near the camp, according to local 
sources and the Ugandan army. 


The sources said the rebels attacked a nearby army 
barracks, killing the son and wife of a soldier stationed there to 
defend the camp. Eight other people were wounded in the raid. 


“They [the LRA] also burned a number of huts, but we don’t 
know about any abductions," a source said. 


The army spokesman, Maj Shaban Bantariza, said that he 
had no details about the deaths. "The local defence unit in charge 
of protecting the camp repelled the infiltration. They chased away 
the terrorists,” he said. A number of huts in the camp, he added, 
had been razed. 


The attack occurred at about 01:00 GMT, hours before an 
army operation to arrest suspected LRA "collaborators" in Gulu 
district's biggest refugee camp, Pabbo, ended in a mysterious 
fire which destroyed 2,000 huts and rendered tens of thousands 
of people homeless. 


Those rendered homeless are part of 1.2 million people 
displaced by LRA activity in northern Uganda and now huddled 
in IDP camps. The camps are relatively safe, but have also 
irequently been attacked by the rebels in search of loot. 


1282 African Chronicle 


149 LRA rebels killed: The UPDF 5th battalion has said it 
killed 149 Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels and captured 
29 in one month. 


The division spokesman based in Lira, 2nd Lt. Chris Magezi, 
said, Feb 4, during a meeting on the monthly security update. 


He said 33 LRA fighters including close aides to Kony 
surrendered, 29, were captured and four collaborators identified 
by former rebels. 


Equipment recovered from the LRA included 57 sub-machine 
guns, one LMG, a 12.7 anti-aircraft gun, two G2 guns and one 
multiple grenade launcher. 


He said seven UPDF soldiers were killed in the battles and 
12 others were wounded. 


"The situation has generally improved because of the 
intensive pursuit against the small groups of rebels. They split 
in small numbers as a strategy to survive during this dry season,” 
Magezi said. 

11 Karimojong warrior die in army operation: A 70-year 
old man was among the 11 civilians killed during the UPDF 
operation to recover guns from Karimojong warriors in Kangole, 
Moroto district, Jan 30. . 

The army said five ethnic Bokora Karimojong warriors and 
three Karimojong Local Defence Unit (LDU) personnel were killed 
during an attack on the Anti-Stock Theft Unit (ASTU)’s detach- 
ment at Kangole. . \ 

"The LDUs tried to cross to the warriors to fight us," ASTU 
commandant Lt. Col. John Baptist Mulindwa said. He said Peter 


Nasike’s graduated tax tickets and a lapel-size campaign poster- 


for area MP Patrick Apuun were among the documents recovered 
from the dead. Mulindwa said the attack happened immediately 
after some district officials, including the chairperson, Terence 
Achia, had visited the detachment and talked to some Bokora 
Karimoiong LDUs. 


Mulindwa said the cordon-and-search operation at the trading 
centre was part of the disarmament exercise as resolved by the 
district security meeting, Feb 2. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Uganda, page 1270:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Media Committee questions govt silence 
over information Bill: The Media Legal Reform 
Committee has challenged government to make 
public its views on the Freedom of Information Bill. 

The committee felt there was an element of mistrust in the 
way the Bill was being handled, it was reported, Feb 4. 

The committee comprises the Press Association of Zambia 
(PAZA), Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA), Zambia Union 
of Journalists (ZUJ), Zambia Media Women Association 
(ZAMWA) and the Society for Senior Journalists (SSZJ). 

Relaunching the campaign for the re-introduction of the Bill 
in Parliament at a briefing in Lusaka, Feb 3, PAZA vice president 
Amos Chanda said there was lack of good faith in the manner 
government was allegedly undertaking consultations on the Bill. 


oe are Rot being told who they are consulting and what the 
concerns raised are. The silence is not the cause for media 
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freedom, which we see as critically essential in an open and 
transparent society,” Chanda said. 


Chanda said there was need to de-mystify wrong perceptions 
that authorities had created which were being used as excuses 
to procrastinate the re-introduction of the Bill to parliament. 


Attack on scribe’s supporters condemned: Vice-Presi- 
dent Nevers Mumba, Feb 1, condemned MMD thugs who beat 
up Fost columnist Roy Clarke’s supporters at the Supreme Court 
grounds, Jan 26. 


in an interview, Vice-President Mumba said the MMD 
government would not allow savages to take advantage of 
innocent persons. 


“Our government is that of the rule of law. We will ensure 
that savages are not allowed to take advantage of other people, ý 
Vice-President Mumba said. 


"l am told there were two groups at the Supreme Court. So 
you obviously expect clashes between the two groups. Police 
are capable of investigating the matter. We will, however, defend 
no one in the wrong." 


He also said government welcomed the Catholic bishops’ 
concern on the poverty levels in the country. 


Vice-President Mumba said his government was committed 
to reducing the poverty levels in the country by working with the 
Zambian people. He said there was need to educate the 
Zambians on the need to change their attitudes towards work 
and to stop being lazy. 


—- ~Zambia-is at crossroads. Prior to the 2001 elections, people 
were not following the regulations and rules as a result this 
resulted in corruption," he said. "They used the regulations and 
the law as a political weapon." 


Photo-journalist beaten and detained: Mackson Wasa- 
munu, a photo-journalist working for the state-owned Zambia 
Daily Mail newspaper was beaten and detained by police officers, 
Jan 28, for taking photographs of a police action to remove street 
vendors from Lusaka's city centre. 


Wasamunu was detained for approximately Six hdura: His 
two cameras were damaged in the ensuing struggle with the 
police officers, while his film was confiscated. 


Wasamunu, 27, told the Media institute of Southern Africa 
(MISA)-Zambia that about six armed paramilitary police officers 
beat him while demanding he hand over the film from his digital 
and analogue cameras. He said one of the police officers, 
identified only as Kashimoto, used a knob-kierrie to hit him in 
the stomach and on the back, while others slapped him. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBAWE 


a. Police ban launch of MDC’s economic 
policy: The police have again banned the Move- 
ment for Democratic Change (MDC) from spreading 
the word on its proposed economic rescue plan. 


MDC spokesman Paul Themba Nyathi said his party had 
been told by the officer commanding Gweru urban station that 
the party was prohibited from unveiling its economic recovery 
plan because of a lack of adequate manpower to provide security. 
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President Robert Mugabe’s regime had banned the launch 
of the MDC economic policy in Gweru, Feb 5, Nyathi said. 

The MDC launched its revival policy in Harare recently, but 
not without a trip to the Harare High Court to have a ban on its 
meeting overturned. The court issued an eleventh hour rescue, 
which allowed that meeting to take place. 

The MDC said it would once again file a high court application 
seeking to overturn the unlawful ban on the unveiling of the plan. 


EU beef ban begins to bite: Zimbabwe's cattle herd 
continues to decline and prospects that the beef industry is likely 
to recover soon are dim, according to a senior Cattle Producers 
Association (CPA) official, it was reported, Jan 30. 


The official said the foot-and-mouth disease outbreaks further 
worsened prospects for much-needed foreign currency earnings. 
“The foot-and-mouth disease outbreaks continue to dog the 
industry,” he said. "Our cattle industry like all other sectors of 
the economy is on the verge of collapse despite the willingness 
by some farmers to bring the industry back on its feet." 


He said several trips had been made to Malaysia to try and 
win that market after Zimbabwe had lost out on the lucrative 
European Union (EU) deal. 


The official said beef exports to South Africa and Libya had 
also been halted because of the foot-and-mouth outbreaks in 
Mashonaland and some areas in Matabeleland. 


The EU has said the ban on Zimbabwean beef to that region 
would not be lifted until the foot-and-mouth disease outbreaks 
were brought under control. This put paid to reports that billions 
in foreign currency would be chalked up by the cash-strapped 
government. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1259:a] 


REGIONAL 


a. 15 nations ratify African rights protocol: 
Fifteen African countries, excluding Nigeria and 
Ghana, have ratified the protocol establishing an 
African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights, it was 
reported, Feb 6. 


Member states include Algeria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, 
Comoros, lvory Coast, Gambia, Lesotho, Libya, Mali, Mauritius, 
Rwanda, Senegal, South Africa, Togo, and Uganda. 


Barrister Femi Falana who briefed newsmen, Feb 5, said the 
protocol establishing the court, arose from the need to improve 
on the performance of the African Commission on Human and 
Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR), based on the African Charter of 1986. 


The court is expected to arbitrate on human rights violation 
cases, and help correct and check various cases of human rights 
abuse taking place all over the continent. Its operations took 
effect from January 29, thirty days after Comoro Islands, the 
fifteenth member state, ratified it on December 26, 2003. 


Falana who is secretary-general of the African Bar Associa- 
tion (ABA), said moves were being made to ensure the active 
participation of all African countries. 

b. Mauritius hosts Africa trade talks: A key 
meeting of the European Union (EU) and trade 
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ministers of Eastern and Southern Africa countries 
opened in Mauritius, Feb 9, amid expectations of 
the signing of new trade agreements. 


The negotiations, taking place under the Cotonou Agreement 
brings together 77 African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) 
countries. 5 


EU has already committed more than Sh60 biilion from the 
European Development Fund to support trade and related 
activities in Eastern and Southern Africa. 


in a statement released ahead of the meeting, EU commis- 
sioner, Paul Nielson, said the inter-regional economic partner- 
ships has led to the deepening and acceleration of economic 
integration in Africa. 


The meeting took place against a background of protest from 
non-governmental organisations, which maintain that Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs) give EU goods and services 
unrestricted access to the domestic markets, thereby undermin- 
ing the development of the region. 


Kenya's civil society is particularly critical of the fact that the 
parties involved in the negotiations are far apart in terms of 
political and economic power. 


Countries involved in the trade pact include Burundi, 
Comoros, Djibouti, Congo (DR), Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, 
Malagasy, Malawi, Mauritius, Rwanda, Seychelles, Sudan , 
Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe. 


Nielson, however, downplayed the fears, saying elimination 
of trade barriers between the Eastern and Southern African 
countries would increase their access to the EU market. 


c. COMESA, EU seal K9.5bn agreement: The 
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa 
(COMESA) has signed an agreement with the 
European Union (EU) for a US $2.4 million (K9.5 
billion) grant meant to build capacity for eastern and 
southern African countries. 


And head of delegation of the European Commission, Henry 
Sprietsma, has called upon governments, regional integration 
bodies, business representatives and other social partners to 
maximise their involvement in trade issues to foster social and 
economic progress. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony in Lusaka, Jan 29, 
COMESA secretary general Erastus Mwencha said the agree- 
ment was designed to assist countries in the region to develop 
trade negotiating capacities in the short term, particularly 
regarding Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) and World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) negotiations. 


Mwencha said the project would in the short term enable 
countries in the region to play a more pro-active role in the 
negotiations by being able to define and articulate positions 
beneficial to them. 


"The immediate objective of the project is to address the 
critical shortage of human, logistical and financial resources for 
the countries to actively participate in trade negotiations and 
optimise their benefits from trade liberalisation and regional 
integration,” he said. 


(SOURCE: Asian Age, New Delhi) 
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ANALYSIS: 


Zimbabwe’s heaith system teeters near collapse 


villagers, Binga’s political and medical leaders gathered at 
the town's disheveled hospital to try to evaluate its fight 
against a potential epidemic. 
It did not take long. 


They had no intravenous solution for rehydrating patients, a 
principal weapon against cholera. Water purification chemicals 
were in short supply. The generator was broken. The doctors 
needed large amounts of salt, sugar, bleach, soap and candles; 
none were on hand. Of 330 gallons of gasoline sought, 44 were 
available , but it did not matter. Two of three cars were in the 
shop. The truck was, too. 


The needs might be even greater, as might the outbreak’s 
toll: two reported deaths, seven more illnesses. But no one knew 
for sure: the two-way radio carried by the first doctors who drove 
to the scene was not working. Nor was the radio in the village's 
medical clinic. 


Only a decade ago, Zimbabwe's public health system was, 
with South Africa’s, far better than most of the other nations of 
sub-Saharan Africa. But in a recent weeklong trip through 
Zimbabwe, both to cities and to towns like Binga, it was apparent 
that health care—like the rest of Zimbabwe's economic and 
social fabric—is dissolving. 


Three years of economic collapse and inflation, now 
averaging 620 per cent a year, have left Zimbabwe desperately 
short of even basic drugs and medical equipment, pushing a 
once robust network of hospitals and hundreds of rural clinics 
close to ruin. 


Experts say the decay could lead to potentially far more 
serious problems: outbreaks of diseases like cholera and anthrax 
that spread when preventive measures are poor. They also fear 
deadly childhood epidemics like measies, which exist only when 
public health defences are down. 


Zimbabwe's government does not discuss details of its public 
health problems, and Western journalists, derided as agents of 
the nation’s critics, are officially barred from reporting. With rare 
exceptions, local medical experts and others interviewed for this 
article spoke only on condition of anonymity for fear of retaliation. 

By one United Nations-financed study, fewer than 900 
doctors remain in a nation of 11.6 million people, one doctor for 
every 13,500 people. 

“Basically, the health care system is collapsing on itself right 
now,” said one Harare medical professional. "There's an exodus 
of health care professionals from this country. And most of the 


[te days after getting word that cholera was again killing 


rural health structures have been left under the supervision of 
nurses’ aides who have nothing to treat patients with". 


Nurses at Harare’s Parirenyatwa public hospital, the city’s 
biggest, say that since November 2003 there have been no HIV 
test kits—in a nation where one in four people is HIV-positive. 
Two physicians said in interviews recently that in the space of 
six months in 2003, half of Harare’s kidney-dialysis patients died, 
all because the government did not spend its scarce foreign 
currency to buy catheters for blood-cleansing equipment. 


in Bulawayo, Zimbabwe's second largest city, a shortage of 
sutures and other equipment has closed operating rooms and 
forced obstetricians to curtail Caesarean-section births. Some 
women have died in labour as a result, said one medical 
professional who works in Bulawayo. 


The public health system that remains, experts say, persists 
on the astonishing dedication of those health workers who have 
stayed. Despite President Robert G Mugabe’s withering attacks 
on what he calls the racist West, it also depends even more on 
the kindness of Western strangers, many of them relentless 
critics of his authoritarian government. Foreign aid, largely from 
global charities and the Untied States, Britain and Europe, has 


‘ saved Zimbabwe from running-entirely out of drugs and medical 


supplies. The European Union recently pledged $30 million in 
aid to buy medicine and equipment for clinics. 


Some of the shortcomings were evident in the Binga district, 
the north-western region that was the scene of cholera outbreaks 
in January and late in 2003. 


Binga, one man-made Lake Kariba, has always been a region 
of impoverished peasants, with poor services and sanitation, so 
cholera was not unexpected. 


Chris Mcivor, the mission head in the region for the charity 
Save the Children, said in a telephone interview in late January 
that Zimbabwean health workers responded heroically to last 
year's three-month outbreak, which sickened 900 people and 
eventually killed 40 before being brought under control in 
December. 


“Having said that, there’s no doubt that there is a shortage 
of facilities, supplies, fuel, adequate numbers of staff and 
adequate drugs," he said. "And we're very concerned that in the 
current environment, further outbreaks of cholera—not just in 
Binga, but in other places—could be much more serious”. 


—WMichael Wines, New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Feb 14, 
2004. 
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ALGERIA 


a. Campaign against independent media 
launched in mosques: A violent campaign against 
the independent press was launched, Feb 20, in 
many government-controlled mosques across the 
country during Friday prayers. 


Imams issued calls during their sermons in several Algerian 
cities, including Algiers, where a bitter sermon against the press 
was even broadcast live on ENTV, the country’s only state-owned 
television station. In the sermons, journalists were accused of 
displaying a “hostile attitude toward Islam," being a “source of 
conflict" for the country and leading the Islamic nation toward 
"moral loss." Ali Dilem, a cartoonist from the daily Libert, was 
targeted by name. 


These sermons recall the difficult period during the 1990s 
when journalists were the target of regular death threats from 
certain mosques controlled by extremist Islamist groups. These 
attacks led to the deaths of about 100 journalists and media 
workers in Algeria over the course of a few years. ...0 - .- 


According to the daily E/ Watan, in one sermon, an imam ` 


reportedly said "the press wants to destroy the one who came 
to build," in reference to President Abdelaziz Bouteflika and the 
increasingly ‘serious attacks against him in the country’s major 
newspapers. `“ 


7 (SOURCE: Le Matin, Algiers) 
[Background Info. Algerian, page 1237:a] 


/ ANGOLA 


a. Government calls on society to discuss 
Land Bill: The Angolan government, Feb 20, called 
on civil society to organise debates on the new Land 
Bill, which was approved by the cabinet council on 
November 28, 2003. 


The exhortation was made by the deputy minister for 
environment and urban affairs, Graciano Domingos, at the 
opening of a seminar whose main theme was "The land as an 
important factor to combat poverty", organised by the Rede Terra 
(Land Network) association. 


According to the deputy minister, the peace achieved in the 
country brings about secure perspectives. So, it is important to 
_ legislate on the mechanisms to protect and have access to land, 
to the benefit of the State, and particularly the citizens. 


“This initiative is of great importance for the imperative need 
to re-dynamize, in a legal way, the life of citizens who have been 
contributing—in the countryside and in urban centres—to the 
development of society", he said. 
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Graciano Domingos is of the opinion that this action will be 
an incentive to the population in regard to making the land more 
productive, since the majority of the Angolan people are 
peasants, 


b. Angola, Sri Lanka sign accord on diplo- 
matic ties: Angola and Sri Lanka, Feb 24, signed 
an accord, establishing diplomatic relations be- 
tween the two countries. 


The representative of Angola at the United Nations, Ismael 
Martins, and his Sri Lankan counterpart, Chithambaranathan 
Mahendran, signed the agreement, at a ceremony which took 
place in the premises of Angola's diplomatic mission to the UN. 
The ceremony was attended by senior employees of both 
country’s diplomatic missions, 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


CAMEROON 


a. Inquiry into newspaper report on poor 
quality of vaccine: Health minister Olanguena 
Awono, Feb 19, opened judicial inquiry into a news 
story in Le Messager on cholera vaccine. 

The minister was angered by an article which reported on 
the administration of a vaccine of poor quality to individuals 
afiected by the cholera epidemic that has struck Douala, 
Cameroon's second largest city. 


According to Le Messager, close to 500 people were treated 
with the vaccine before the authorities recognised the problem 
and stopped dispensing it. The newspaper reported that the 
vaccine administered to Douala citizens had a whitish colour, 
whereas the standard cholera vaccine is a colourless and clear 
liquid. The vaccine also ‘carried a fake label identifying it as a 
product of the Frenclx.company Aventis Pasteur. Marie Guichi, 
the author of the controversial afticle, said "the information 
published in the newspaper is factual and verifiable. The health 
minister's criticism is unwarranted and disingenuous.” 


(SOURCE: “Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CHAD 


a. New camps for refugees fleeing Sudan: 
Thousands of refugees fleeing the conflict in the 
Darfur region of Sudan are to. be moved to safer 
Sa inside Chad, the United Nations announced, 

e er 


The refugees will move from two villages on the border, near 
Birak, to the new camp at Kounoungo, 70 kilometres inside Chad. 
Nearly 4,300 refugees have already been moved to the first two 
camps since the operation began in mid-January. 


aera ernie ere 
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Some 110,000 people have crossed the border into Chad to 
escape the conflict between rebel movements, militias and the 
Government of Sudan, while an estimated 1 million people have 
been displaced inside Darfur. 


The daily convoys to Touloum are on hold for a few days to 
allow the registration of the dozens of refugees who have come 
to the site on their own in recent days, UNHCR spokesman Kris 
Janowski told a news briefing in Geneva. The refugees walked 
to Touloum as information quickly spread of a transit centre where 
they could feel secure and have access to water and food. 


[Background Info. Chad, page 1274:a] 


b. Independent radio station closed: The 
authorities in southern Chad have closed Radio 
Brakos, an independent radio station in the small 
town of Moissala, after it broadcast an interview with 
an opposition politician, sources said, Feb 18. 


Local police occupied the radio station on February 9, and 
beat up its director, Vatankah Tchanguis, the sources said. 
Tchanguis, an Iranian who has lived in Chad for the past 20 
years, was then detained for 48 hours and then released without 
charge. 


The sources said that more than a week after his release 
Tchanguis was still interned in Moissala district hospital, 
recovering from his injuries. These included head wounds and 
a bleeding eye. 


Moissala is a small town near the frontier with Central African 
Republic, 600 km south of the capital N'Djamena. 


The Union of Private Radios in Chad and several press 
freedom watchdogs, including the New York-based Committee 
for the Protection of Journalists and Kinshasa-based Journalists 
in Danger, have protested at the closure of Radio Brakos and 
the harsh treatment meted out to its director. 


The sources in Moissala said that Radio Brakos had been 
closed and Tchanguis had been beaten on the orders of the local 
prefect Bouba Dalissou. This is the latest in a series of measures 
taken by the government of President Idriss Deby to curb 
criticicism in the media. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO 


a. Measles epidemic claims six lives: A 
measles epidemic has claimed six lives in the region 
between Sembe and Souanke in the Republic of 
Congo, a departmental health official said, Feb 22. 


The director of humanitarian response Odette Momabayaka, 
said the epidemic threatened to spread southward. 


“Although a field evaluation needs to be carried out, we have 
neither the logistical nor financial means to do this, and thereby 
provide care to the children," she said. In January, a measies 
epidemic erupted in the area of Pikounda, a village 180 km 
southeast of OQuesso. Of 95 registered cases, one person died. 

“In order to stop that epidemic, we had to walk 65 km between 
Pikounda and Ekouomou, carrying medical kits on our heads," 
she said. 


koa 
February 12—25, 2004 


She blamed the outbreak Of these epidemics on absence of 
vaccination. "Along the Sembe-Souanke axis, many children 
have never been vaccinated against measles,” she said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UN troops arrest 13 militia men: The United 
Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (MONUC) has arrested members of a militia 
suspected of planning an attack near a market in 
the eastern province of Ituri. 


When the MONUC patrol arrived, Feb 18, at Kasenyi, some 
50 kilometres east of Bunia, militiamen fled, firing on the patrol 
and injuring a military officer. Searching the area, MONUC found 
weapons in a house and 13 members of a not still unidentified 
militia, some of them armed with AK-47s. The patrol also seized 
weapons and munitions. 


5 
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Seven detainees escape from jail in Bunia: Seven prisoners 
have escaped from a cell in Bunia, the main town in the troubled 
northeastern district of Ituri, a local official said, Feb 18. 


The official, Emmanuel Leku, is the coordinator of the Ituri 
interim commission that runs the disirict that has been beset by 
war for the past five years. He said the prisoners fled as the 
police station chief opened a cell to let out a prisoner. There 
were 29 prisoners in the jail at the time of the incident, Feb 13. 


The spokesman for the UN mission in Ituri, Leo Salmeron, 
said two of the escapees were due to appear in court, Feb 17. 


"One of them is accused of the rape of a 13-year-old girl, 
the other is wanted for killing someone in a fight," he said. The 
escape comes as the judiciary is being re-established in Ituri, 
with the help of MONUC. The first magistrates sent from 
Kinshasa, the nation’s capital, arrived in Bunia three weeks ago. 


Since 1999, fighting among armed groups has caused the 
death of some 50,000 people and the displacement of 500,000 
others in the district. Sporadic fighting continues in Ituri despite 
the installation of a transitional govemment of national unity on 
June 30, 2003. 


Kenyan peacekeeper killed: A Kenyan soldier has been 
killed in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 


Major Peter Wachai was killed in an exchange of fire between 
civil war combatants Mai Mai and Lendu at Katoto village, north 
of Bunia in eastern DRC. Department of Defence (DoD) 
spokesperson Bogita Ongeri, Feb 15, confirmed the killing. “It 
is true that a Kenyan soldier, who has been serving in the UN 
mission in the DRC, is dead." 


Maj Wachai leaves behind a wife, Ruth Wangeci, and two 
children. He was a member of the Kenya Army. The UN said 
the attack took place when armed men opened fire on a UN 
convoy. It is not clear who was responsible for the attack but a 
UN spokesman said rival factions of the Unicn of Congolese 
Patriots (UPC) militia have been clashing in recent days. The 
attackers were dispersed when a UN helicopter opened fire. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1274:a] 
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ERITREA 


a. Landmine accidents declining: One hun- 
dred people have been killed in landmine incidents 
over the last four years, the United Nations Mission 
in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) said, Feb 10. 


According to statistics released by UNMEE’s Mine Action 
Coordination Centre (MACC), some 274 people have also teen 
injured in such incidents since the UN force arrived in the region. 


However, Phil Lewis, who heads the MACC team, said that 
the real casualty figures were far higher, because the team was 
"not getting the full picture“ from all areas. “One of the problems 
is that those figures are in fact a very small percentage of the 
real carnage going on out there because not all incidents are 
reported to us," Lewis said. "People get blown up in their fields, 
the villagers bury them and nothing else gets said." 


Lewis added that the casualty figures were "on a par" with 
other heavily mined countries around the world, such as 
Afghanistan and Cambodia, which were suffering the same rate 
of accidents. His 56-strong team clears mines in the 25-km wide 
Temporary Security Zone (TSZ) that is patrolled by the UN force 
to keep the armed forces of Ethiopia and Eritrea apart. 


The MACC's statistics, which record mine accidents occur- 
ring from late 2000 to date, show a gradual decline incidences, 
but on an average, two people a month are still being killed. 
Casualties reached a high in 2001 when 42 people were killed 
and 154 injured -.many of them young shepherd boys. 


Lewis explained that the high figures for 2001 were 
attributable to the fact that at the time families were returning to 
their homes after the bloody two year border war when mine-risk 
education had not yet been launched. 


"The Mine Action Programme, the Mine Risk Education 
kicked in at around that time, and in response to those huge 
causalities,” he said. "| think it's a true reflection of the lowering 
of those figures subsequent to 2001 that demonstrates the 
effectiveness of the Mine Action Programme in the TSZ after 
that period." 


Lifting of partial border closure: Ethiopia is expected to 
lift a partial border ban imposed unexpectedly on United Nations 
peacekeepers, the UN's military commander said, Feb 5. 


Maj-Gen Robert Gordon said the Ethiopian military had 
pledged to reopen its frontier with Eritrea after closing western 
and central border areas to the UN force. No official reason 
was given for the restrictions, which were imposed, Feb 3, 
Gordon, who is in charge of 3,800 Blue Helmets, told reporters. 


"L can report that in the last two days, UNMEE [UN Mission 
in Ethiopia and Eritrea], specifically the force, had faced 
restrictions imposed by the EAF [Ethiopian Armed Forcss] on 
our movements across the southern boundary of the temporary 
security zone. "We have received no official notification of any 
change in policy by the Ethiopian authorities regarding our 
movements, but | can say we are now in discussions with them 
on this development," he told journalists at a weekly press 
briefing by the UN force. 
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"In certain crossing points over the southern boundary of 
the temporary security zone we were not allowed to cross," he 
added from the Eritrean capital, Asmara, during a video-linked 
press briefing. 


"Clearly, UNMEE, in order to fulfil its mandate, needs 
freedom of movement either side of the temporary security 
zone’s southern boundary. “A number of our key sites and a 
number of our force contingent locations are based on what 
would appear to be the wrong side if they wanted to patrol! on 
the other side," Gordon said. Ethiopia has a 1,000-km border 
with neighbouring Eritrea - a boundary that sparked a bloody 
two-year war. A border commission has ruled on a new frontier. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
[Background Info. Eritrea, page 1263:a} 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Government lifts ban on journalists’ 
association: A government ban on the country’s 
besieged independent journalists’ association has 
been lifted ahead of court action seeking to overturn 
the ban, officials said, Feb 23. 


The move came as the former Ethiopian Free Press 
Journalists’ Association (EFJA) leadership began legal proceed- 
ings against the ban. They were claiming that the government 
illegally orchestrated their overthrow and helped establish a new 
leadership for the troubled 13-year-old association. 


Robert Shaw of the International Federation of Journalists 
said his organisation did not recognise the EFJA’s new 
leadership, who were elected in January. "There appears to be 
clear government interference to establish a new leadership of 
the EFJA," he said outside the court which is hearing the case 
in the capital, Addis Ababa. 


He pointed out that the “interference” was in direct contra- 
vention of international agreements to allow freedom of asso- 
ciation ratified by the Ethiopian government. "While the 
government can control registration procedures, they cannot 
convene elections or interfere directly, and that is what they have 
done," he said. 


Shaw also called on the new leadership to convene a meeting 
of all EFJA members to resolve their internal crisis and address 
their in-house wrangling. 


Human Rights Watch accuses government of harassing 
journalists: The government was, Feb 13, accused of trying to 
silence the country’s fledgling independent media by harassing 
journalists. 


Human Rights Watch (HRW) asserted that "government 
repression" is being used as a means of tightening the state's 
grip on the increasingly critical free press in the country. 


HRW's accusation comes in the wake of the government's 
decision to ban the beleaguered independent Ethiopian Free 
Press Journalists’ Association (EFJA). In a letter sent to Prime 
Minister Meles Zenawi, the New York-based organisation 
described the ban as "politically motivated". 
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"The Ethiopian government is trying to muffle the independent 
press, Peter Takirambudde, the executive director of HRW’s 
Africa division, said in the letter. 


"The government's harassment of the Ethiopian Free 
Journalists’ Association violates the freedoms of expression and 
association." 

[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1264:a] 


b. 10,000 flee ethnic fighting in west: Ten 
thousand people have fled ethnic fighting in western 
Ethiopia that has claimed more than 250 lives, 
according to government officials. 


Clashes had erupted at a gold mine, in which 196 people 
were killed in a single day, the government said, Feb 11. 


The fighting flared up just weeks after 60 people were killed 
in the troubled Gambella region, the federal affairs ministry said 
in a statement. In the four-page report it was stated that local 
police forces had been "overwhelmed" in the violence, and that 
the army had been sent in to restore order. 


The latest events came in the wake of Britain expressing 
alarm at the unrest In Gambella region. International develop- 
ment secretary Hilary Benn told journalists during a four-day visit 
to Ethiopia that the international community was “greatly 
concerned". 


The government blamed the renewed fighting on armed 
elements among the Anyuak - an ethnic group in Gambella which 
fears it is losing political power there. "These atrocities were 
conducted by an armed group of over 200 men who claim to be 
the leaders of the Anyuak,” the ministry said in reference to the 
attack on the gold mine, which Anyuak claimed was on their 
territory. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


GAMBIA 


a. Missing diamond saga resurrected: Five 
former operatives of the National Intelligence 
Agency have been charged for their part in the 
missing diamond saga, it was reported, Feb 10. 


It is the story of seized gems, vile threats on two 
Germans, and the alleged torture of their Gambian business 
counterpart. 


The five former NIA employees who were sacked in August 
2003 in relation to the missing diamond stones in July have 
been charged under section 245 of the criminal code, which is 
punishable under section 252. 


Kajali Jawara, Lamin Sanneh and Lamin Drammeh are 
among the five charged. 


Their sacking came on the heels of a protest letter from 
lawyer Borry Touray who was acting as the counsel for two 
aggrieved Germans, Dr Frank Mahler and Niwas Westphalia with 
their Gambian counterpart Dr AL Lamin, from whom eight 
diamond stones, $205,600 and other personal effects were 
allegedly seized by the agents. 


Borry Touray’s protest, copied to the vice president, various 
foreign missions in the country, government officials and the 
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inspector general of police strongly implicated several agents of 
the agency for arresting the two Germans and telling them to 


‘leave the country with immediate effect, but only after dispos- 


sessing them of eight diamonds, money and cell phones. 


b. Reporter receives threats: Over the past 
eight months, there has been a series of well 
coordinated attacks on The Independent and its 
staff. 


This time it was the turn of reporter Alieu Darboe who 
allegedly received death threats from unidentified men who told 
him to stop writing for the paper or face the consequences. 


According to Alieu, the incident took place, Feb 22, while he 
was going home after sitting out a late night at a friend’s house. 


"Some men followed me and asked to have a word with me 
that was unusual. | refused because | thought it was very late 
in the night. One of them then ran after me saying Alieu we 
know you and we are going to eliminate you if you continue to 
write for The independent” he explained. 


Alieu explained that although he reached home and got 
inside his house, he was pursued by a man, who threatened 
to bring down his door if he didn’t come out. 


Alieu said he has duly informed the police and his editors, 
who unreservedly condemned it, describing the threats as 
cowardly and unruly behaviour against an otherwise positive 
individual. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


GUINEA 


a. Students arrested as university strike 
spreads: The authorities in Guinea have arrested 
17 student leaders at Gamal Abdel Nasser Univer- 
sity in the capital Conakry since its 14,000 students 
lr strike earlier, student representatives said, 

eb 13. 


Reports from the interior said students at the Institute of 
Geology and Mines at Boke, 200 km northwest of Conakry, had 
joined the strike. 


University students in Conakry abandoned their classrooms, 
Feb 11, following the arrest of a student leader. They have 
pledged not to return until those arrested have been released 
and the government agreed to address a long list of other 
grievances. 


These include the reinstatement of 11 students expelled from 
the Kankan University in the northeast of Guinea in 2003 and 
moves to end severe overcrowding and improve student living 
conditions at the country’s cash strapped universities. 


Reports from Boke said the students there had stayed away 
from lectures demanding that the authorities look into the 
greviances aired by their colleagues in Conakry. 


A spokesman for the students in Conakry said that most of 
those arrested in the capital had been picked up while organising 
the strike. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Army clashes with unidentified group on 
Senegal border: The government of Guinea-Bis- 
sau has confirmed that its troops clashed with an 
unidentified armed group near the northern border 
with Senegal, it was reported, Feb 13. 


Colonel Domingos de Barros of the military high command 
told reporters that the incident took place, Feb 10, near the village 
of Jumbembe in Oio province, about 100 km northeast of the 
capital Bissau. l 


He said the armed group may have belonged to a faction of 
the separatist guerrilla movement in Casamance, the 
Senegalese province which borders Guinea-Bissau to the north. 


Barros said no casualties resulted from the exchange of fire 
and the armed group had now left the area. The faction-ridden 
Movement of Democratic Forces of Casamance (MFDC) has 
waged a low-level guerrilla war against the authorities in Dakar 
since 1982. The movement's moderate wing has declared a 
ceasefire and is negotiating a deal to give Casamance greater 
investment and autonomy, but some hardline armed groups 
remain active in the region. 


MFDC fighters have often sought refuge tn Guinea-Bissau. 
Several people were killed in disturbances near the border in 
2001 as a result of the government's attempts to prevent such 
infiltration. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) _ 
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KENYA 


a. Ministers defend terrorism Bill: The govern- 
ment, Feb 24, asked those opposed to the Anti-Ter- 
rorism Bill to soften their stand and allow it to be 
passed into law. 


Cabinet minister Kiraitu Murungi and assistant ministers 
Njeru Githae and Prof Kivutha Kibwana said the Bill would enable 
the country to fight terrorism as it respects individual rights. 


Murungi said the government efforts to fight terrorism, which 
has assumed complex dimensions, have been frustrated by lack 
of requisite legislation. He said in a speech read on his behalf 
by Githae: “Our laws in Kenya today do not adequately address 
the complicated problem of combating terrorism. When our penal 
laws were formulated, terrorism was not the problem it has turned 
out to be." 


The justice and constitutional affairs minister said the country 
has borne the brunt of terrorism, which has disrupted its economy 
and its innocent people killed. 


The remarks were made during the opening of a one-day 
workshop on terrorism at Stanley, Nairobi. 


b. 200 big names exposed in Pattni’s list of 
bribery: More than 200 leading figures are in a list 
of people who received money from beleaguered 
tycoon Kamlesh Pattni, it wa reported, Feb 23. 

The evidence, recovered in 16 raids on Pattni’s properties, 
is an explosive dossier that police sources are describing as the 
most successful operation by detectives in Kenya's history. 
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And the Pandora’s box that has been opened by the raid is 
certain to ruin many a leading figure from all walks of life. For 
Pattni kept a faithful and comprehensive record of all his dealings 
with government figures, parastatals, political parties and other 
spheres, according to sources familiar with Pattni's list. 


The evidence, according to the sources, is so devastating 
that excited law enforcement sources said it was likely to take 
the Goldenberg inquiry into "an interesting phase”. 


Also exposed is evidence on the political parties Pattni is 
alleged to have been financing, as well as deals he cut with 
parastatals. The documents were recovered from the business- 
man’s home, that of his sister and a filling station on Jogoo Road 
in 16 raids. 


In Pattni’s list are judges, senior civil servants, some 
parastatal and Central Bank of Kenya (CBK) officials. At his 
sister's residence, the detectives are said to have recovered 
ccpies of Exchange Bank statements, and evidence from cheque 
books of cheques issued as bribes and their recipients. 


(SORUCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Kenya, page 1218:b] 


LIBERIA 


a. Heritage staff arrested: Meeky Mckay, 
managing editor and sales manager of the Herifage 
newspaper, as well as journalist Homammed Kan- 
neh, were arrested on the orders of the Monrovia 
city court for a story which appeared in the February 
16 edition of the paper. 


According to information received from sources, the February 
16 edition of the Herifage carried a lewd front page lead story 
under the headline, "For US$400.00 Liberian girls have sex with 
dogs". The paper attributed the story to the Speaker of the 
National Transitional Legislative Assembly (NTLA), George 
Dweh, who is alleged to have said that he had seen a vidéo in 
Europe in which Liberian girls were having sex with dogs for 
money. The speaker has denied the paper's claims, which he 
described as "very irresponsible". 


Following the publication, which was illustrated by a cartoon 
impression, vendors and other youth are said to have made 
photocopies of the illustration and were using it to ridicule any 
woman they saw. Consequently, on February 19, women in 
Monrovia went on a protest march to the offices of the Press 
Union of Liberia (PUL) and demanded that the Heritage be 
expelled from the PUL. The PUL had earlier called on the 
management of the paper to make a public apology, which the 
paper duly complied with. 


Reporter assaulted: Journalist Mike Jabeteh, of The Analyst 
newspaper, was beaten up by a member of the Liberians United 
for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebel group. 


According to sources in Liberia, the incident occurred in 
Tubmanburg, Bomi county, 42 kilometres west of the capital, 
Monrovia, where the journalist had gone to cover the voluntary 
disarmament of the LURD by its chairman, Sekou Damante 
Conneh. 
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The reporter said that his assailant, identified only as 
“Number Seven", accused him of “reporting bad things about 
the chairman.” Jabeteh alleged that Conneh witnessed the 
assault. Independent journalists and freedom of expression 
advocates were the hardest hit victims of the 14-year reign of 
terror under the regime of former President Charles Taylor. 


[Background Info. Liberaia, page 1277:a] 


b. Pact with US on WMDs: Liberia and the 
United States governments have signed what has 
been described as a landmark agreement that would 
permit American security forces to board and search 
any ship under the Liberian flag suspected of 
carrying weapons of mass destruction (WMD), their 
delivery systems, or related materials. 


According to reports from Washington, the agreement 
between the two countries was signed February 11, in Washing- 
ton. Liberia has the second largest ship registry in the world with 
more than 2,000 vessels, and according to a report, one-third of 
imported oil arrives in the United States on Liberia-flagged 
tankers. More over, the report indicated that 80 per cent of world 
trade is facilitated through sea transport. 


But the worrisome news is that there are “emerging reports”, 
about Al-Qaeda cargo ships carrying explosive and operatives 
around the world. It is against this background that the Liberian 
government has forged a partnership with the American 
government to combat illicit shipment of weapons of mass 
destruction and their delivery systems or related materials. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
LIBYA 


a. Libya committed to eliminate N-pro- 
gramme, says ElBaradei: Tripoli is committed to 
eliminating all traces of nuclear programme, the 
head of the United Nations atomic watchdog agency 
said, Feb 23 


Mohamed ElBaradei, director general of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency, held out the prospect of support from 
his organisation for research and other peaceful uses of nuclear 
energy, once all components of Libya's 20-year-old arms 
programme were dismantled. He said equipment and knowhow 
was acquired through the black market headed by Pakistani 
scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan. With world attention riveted on that 
nuclear network, diplomats familiar with the agency said 
ElBaradei was also looking for new pieces in that puzzle. 


"We have learned a lot through our discussions with the 
Libyans on network supply," ElBaradei said, Feb 23. "There is 
interconnectivity between supply in Iran and supply in Libya." 

Agency spokeswoman Melissa Fleming said information 
provided by Libya was crucial to identifying that network, its key 
players and the roles they played in ferrying equipment and 
expertise to states willing to pay hundreds of millions of dollars 
for the means to acquire nuclear arms. 

(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
(Background Info. Libya, page 1277:a] 
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MALAGASY 


a. Appeal for aid after Elita rains destruction: 
Malagasy has appealed for international assis- 
tance after tropical storm Elita killed 29 people and 
left thousands homeless. 


According to the presidential spokesman, Didier Rako- 
toarisoa, close to 100 people were injured after Elita returned 
to the Indian Ocean island for the second time. 


“The situation is critical - we have recorded 29 deaths, three 
people are missing and about 44,000 people are without shelter. 
There was also significant damage to about 500 public buildings, 
and about 12,000 homes in [the northwestern province of] 
Mahajanga were destroyed. We have still to assess the impact 
of the rains on roads and telecommunications," Rakotoarisoa 
said, Feb 15. 


The impact of the torrential downpour on crop production in 
certain parts of the province was causing concern. "We were 
already experiencing agricultural problems there, and this has 
just made it worse for those people who were struggling to secure 
food. In the south Midongy district [of Mahajanga,] almost 80 
per cent of rice fields were covered by floods," he said, Feb 15. 


Elita first hit Malagasy on January 28, causing severe 
damage in the western and southeastern parts of the country. 
The cyclone returned on February 3, accompanied by winds 
averaging 200 km/h. 
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(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


MOROCCO 


a. Earthquake kills at least 550: Earthquake 
measuring 6.5 on the Ritcher scale rocked the port 
city of Al Hoceima, Feb 24, killing at least 550 
people. 


A six-member United Nations Disaster and Coordination 
Assessment (UNDAC) team has arrived in Morocco to provide 
help. The UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) is arranging for relief goods, including blankets, 
water and sanitation supplies, to be shipped to the area from 
the World Food Programme’s (WFP) depot in Brindisi, Italy. 


Non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including the Mo- 
roccan Red Crescent, have mobilized staff and volunteers and 
are also providing items such as blankets, tents, clothing and 
jerry cans. Many European countries have sent search and 
rescue teams or provided emergency equipment. 


OCHA, Feb 25, predicted a possible rise in the death toll 
from the earthquake. 


Annan promises UN’s help: Responding to reports of an 
earthquake that has killed scores of people in northern Morocco, 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Feb 25, pledged 
the world body's assistance to the victims of the tragedy. 


“The Secretary-General is deeply saddened by the heavy 
loss of life and extensive damage caused by a powerful 
earthquake that struck near the city of Al Hoceima," UN 
spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New York. 


February 12—25, 2004 


A situation report from OCHA said that while there were no 
reports of damage in A! Hoceima itself, several villages near its 
outskirts were badly hit. Conveying Annan’s deepest sympathy 
to the Moroccan government and the families of the quake 
victims, Eckhard said “the UN stands ready to render assis- 
tance." 


b. UN mission hails release of 100 Moroccan 
POWs: The United Nations peacekeeping mission 
in Western Sahara, Feb 16, hailed the decision by 
the Frente Polisario group to release 100 Moroccan 
prisoners of war. 


While welcoming the announcement, the UN Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) called for the 
remaining prisoners-of-war held by Frente Polisario to be 
released early in compliance with international humanitarian law, 
according to a UN spokesman in New York. 


MINURSO also asked the parties—the Frente Polisario 
(Popular Front for the Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de 
Oro) and the Moroccan government—to cooperate with its efforts 
to find those people unaccounted for since the start of the conflict 
in the territory. 


MINURSO has been in place since April 1991 after Morocco 
and POLISARIO agreed to a ceasefire in their long-running 
dispute over the status of Western Sahara. A peace plan calling 
for a referendum within five years on Western Sahara's 
permanent future status has been proposed by James Baker, 
the Secretary-General’s personal enyoy on the issue. The plan 
has been accepted by Frente Polisario and is currently being 
considered by Morocco. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 1278:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Rachel Operation’ destroyed over 177,000 
weapons: Over 177,000 weapons of different types 
and millions of rounds of ammunition have been 
destroyed in Mozambique as part of the joint 
Mozambican and South African police operations, 
code-named "Rachel", over the last nine years, it 
was reported, Feb 23. 


_ The general commander of the Mozambican police, Miguel 
_ dos Santos, said that this figure includes 20,000 forearms, 70,000 
grenades, 87,000 mortars and bombs. 


Cited in issue of the daily paper Noticias, dos Santos said 
that this could only be achieved thanks to the cooperation of civil 
society, and the activities of the Arms to Hoes (TAE) Project, of 
the Mozambique Christian Council- (CCM). 


He said that despite various difficulties and logistic problems, 
the operation has been a success. 


Mozambique is playing a very important role in the sector, 
since it is leading a number of initiatives within the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC). 


in 2001, Mozambique chaired the preparatory committee for 
the first United Nations World Conference on Firearms, that 


African Chronicle 1291 


adopted the organization’s Action Plan on the illicit sale and use 
of light weapons. 


“Both the SADC protocol and the UN Action Plan stress the 
need for each country to create a national coordinating 
commission or national contact points to coordinate the impie- 
mentation of all-activities related to the use, possession, sale, 
manufacturing and trafficking of firearms", said dos Santos. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. 13 Caprivi suspects re-arrested: The 13 
Caprivi high treason suspects were re-arrested 
immediately after having been released, Feb 23. 


Their release was ordered by the High Court, Feb 23. The 
13 were being kept locked up in a cell at the Grootfontein police 
station, Feb 24. 


The media were refused access to them, with the explanation 
that strict orders to that effect had been received from senior 
police officers. The impression gained from enquiries to the 
police at Grootfontein was that the police themselves were also 
trying to figure out on what possible grounds they had re-arrested 
the 13, Feb 23. 


For the 13, the only change to their situation after Judge 
Elton Hoffs ruling were the lodgings they found themselves in, 
as well as the loss of their legal representation. Whereas they 
had been kept in the Grootfcntéin prison while they were still 


-~ accused in the treason case, since their Supposed release they 


have been moved to the even grimmer environment of the town’s 
police station holding ceils. 


Judge Hoff ruled that the High Court did not have jurisdiction 
to try them because they had been brought before the court 
irregularly. 

(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


NIGER 


a. Former Tuareg minister arrested on mur- 
der charge: A former Tuareg rebel leader has been 
arrested in connection with the murder of an official 
of Niger's ruling party shortly after being sacked 
from the government, Radio Anfani, a private radio 
station in the capital Niamey, reported, Feb 16. 


Rhissa Ag Boula was dismissed as minister of tourism and 
handicrafts, Feb 12, after holding the portfolio since 1997. A 
government spokesman said at the time that Ag Boula’s exit 
from the cabinet would leave him "free to prepare his defence 
against certain accusations made against him." 


Radio Anfani said Ag Boula, who played a leading role in 
the Tuareg rebellion in northern Niger from 1980 to 1995, was 
arrested, Feb 15. Police and government spokesmen were not 
immediately available to comment on the report. 


Before his removal from office, Ag Boula had been accused 
of complicity in the killing of an official of the ruling National 
Movement for Society and Development (MNSD) at the end of 
January. Adam Amangue, the MNSD boss in the town of 
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Tehirzerine near Agadez, the main administrative centre in 
northern Niger, was detained by armed men and shot dead 300 
metres outside the town. His body was found by the roadside 
with three bullets in the head. 


b. Three army officers held over 2002 mutiny 
released: Three army officers of Niger, who had 
spent 18 months in jail for their alleged role in a 
2002 mutiny, were granted conditional release, 
family members said, Feb 12. 


Majors Namata Samna Boube, Adamou Djibo and Lieut 
Adamou Maiguizo were granted provisional liberty by a military 
tribunal, but it banned them from speaking to the media or 
receiving visitors. 


On July 31, 2002, hundreds of soldiers stationed in the capital 
Niamey and at the garrisons of Ngourti, N’guigmi and Diffa near 
Lake Chad in southeastern Niger staged a mutiny demanding 
higher wages, better living conditions and lower meal prices at 
army dining halls. Several army officers and civilian officials were 
held hostage, but they were released a few days later following 
government mediation. However, 235 soldiers from Diffa were 
arrested. A further 33 were detained in Niamey where there was 
another aborted mutiny on August 4-5 . The week-long uprising 
led to two deaths, according to official sources. 


Boube, Djibo and Maiguizo were the highest-ranking officers 
accused of involvement in the mutiny, the latest in Niger’s long 
history of military unrest. Dozens of other participants in the 
uprising were released during 2003 for “lack of evidence,” but 
some are still in custody awaiting trial. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


NIGERIA 


a. One of three abducted policemen found 
dead: The corpse of one of the three anti-riot 
policemen abducted, Feb 19, by people suspected 
to be cultists in Tombia, a riverine community in 
Degema local government of Rivers State has been 
recovered. 


Rivers State commissioner of police, Sylvester Alaba, told 
Thisday that the corpse was found floating. Although he refused 
to disclose the identity of the policeman, he said he was of the 
rank of corporal. He did not give any indication of arrests. The 
three policemen who were on patrol to check the activities of 
miscreants, pirates and cultists terrorising the area were attaked 
and abducted, Feb 19. A combined search party, comprising the 
marine police and naval personnel immediately swung into 
action. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. ICTR acquits two former officials: The 
International Criminal Tribunal For Rwanda (ICTR), 
Feb 25, acquitted two former Rwandan senior 
government officials accused of genocide but con- 
victed their co-accused and sentenced him to 27 
years imprisonment. 





February 12—25, 2004. 


The former minister of transport and communications, Andr, 
Ntagerura, 54, and the former prefect of Cyangugu, Emmanuel 
Bagambiki, 55 were set free by the court which ruled that the 
prosecution had failed to prove a case against the two beyond 
reasonable doubt. l 


The chamber however ruled that the former cornmander of 
Karambo military barracks in Cyangugu, 43- year old Lieut 
Samuel Imanishimwe, did play a role in the 1994 genocide and 
was declared guilty of six counts, including genocide, extermi- 
nation, murder. 


The chamber found that Imanishimwe was criminally respon- 
sible for the killings of Tutsi civilians at Gashirabwoba football 
Stadium in Cyangugu prefecture in 1994. He failed to prevent 
the killings by his soldiers, the court ruled. 


Imanishimwe was also found guilty of ordering, abetting and 
aiding torture of detainees at Karambo military barracks who 
were suspected to have ties with the Rwandese Patriotic Front 
(RPF). 


Ndyambaje distributed weapons and ordered massa- 
cres, says witness: A self-confessed killer and prosecution 
witness in the so-called "Butare trial told the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), Feb 23, that one of the 
accused in the trial, Elie Ndayambaje, distributed weapons and 
ordered the massacres of Tutsis in April 1994. 


The witness, code-named QBZ, said Ndayambaje, former 
mayor of Muganza commune in Butare prefecture (Southern 
Rwanda), first ordered him and a group of about 20 Hutus to 
kill 50 Tutsis who were then detained in one of the communal 
jails. 

"The time for the Tutsis has come," the witness quoted 
Ndayambaje to have said while addressing the population in 
Muganza in April 1994 (no specific date was mentioned). 
Asked by prosecuting counsel, Adelaide Whest, what that 
phrase meant the witness said ‘the time had come for the 
Tutsis to be killed.’ 


The witness alleged that Ndayambaje gave them guns to 
kill the Tutsi detainees. Ndayambaje is jointly charged with the 
former minister of women and family affairs, Pauline Nyi- 
ramasuhuko, her son and former militia leader in Butare,Arsene 
Shalom Ntahobali, two former prefects of Butare, Sylvain 
Nsabimana and Col Alphonse Nteziryayo, and former mayors of 
Ngoma commune Kanyabashi. All have pleaded not guilty to 
genocide and crimes against humanity. 


Former subordinate claims Bizimungu extolled the 
massacres’: A prosecution witness, Feb 17, claimed that the 
former minister of health in the Rwandan interim government, 
Casimir Bizimungu, had in April 1994, "extolled massacres" 
during a visit to Kigali central hospital (CHK). 


The witness, code-named "GIE" to protect his identity, made 
the allegations at the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR), where Bizimungu is being tried in the so-called 
government Ii trial. The witness, the 14th already called by the 
prosecution, is a Tutsi survivor of the genocide who was an 
employee of the ministry of health in 1994. 
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The accused is jointly tried with three other former ministers; 
The former minister of commerce, Justin Mugenzi, Jerome 
Bicamumpaka, the foreign affairs minister, and that of civil 
service, Prosper Mugiraneza. 


They are each charged an six counts with genocide and 
crimes against humanity, against Tutsis as well as other crimes 
committed all over Rwanda between April and July 1994. 


"Instead of the minister (Bizimungu) calling for calm, he 
extalled the massacres", claimed GIE, adding that the incident 
happenec on April 12. The accused allegedly told workers at the 
hospital that “the war has already come to an end in Kimihurura 
residential area". Government ministers resided in the area. 


Genocide suspects rush to confess ahead of deadline: 
Genocide suspects across Rwandan prisons and other detention 
centres are hurrying up to confess and enter guilty pleas ahead 
of a March 15 deadline. 


The 1996 law provided for a three-year period in which 
suspects that confessed and pleaded guilty got heavily reduced 
sentences. The confession and guilty plea procedure’ period has 
continual y been prolonged up to the latest deadline. 


"The numbers of confessions in the run-up to March 15 has 
increased very much", said Hannington Tayebwa, spokesperson 
for the ministry of justice. Suspects that plead guilty after the 
deadline may receive reduced sentences under regular provi- 
sions. Hcwever, such benefits fall short of those of the confession 
and guiky plea procedure. For the past three weeks, senior 


goverimsnt officials and prosecutors have been visiting prisons — 


and other detention facilities calling for suspects to 'speak the 
truth and facilitate the process of reconciliation’. 


An estimated 80,000 suspects remain in Rwandan jails 
awaiting trial. The first beneficiaries of the guilty plea procedure 
were relzased in May 2003. Some 20,000 were released after 
undergo ng three months of civic education. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1279:a] 


SENEGAL 


Spotlight 

Senegal befriends US: Senegal was once the 
portal to the French empire on the African continent. 
From Senegal, Paris administered the vast territory 
known as Afrique Occidentale Francaise, stretching 
east across the arid savannas to what is now Chad 
and south along the lush coast to the present-day 
Conga Republic. 


Downtown Dakar bears the 19th-century French stamp, from 
the shuttered windows of is colonial-era buildings to its 
perennially jammed main commercial street, named after 
Georges Pompidou. Senegalese men once fought in the French 
military. The Dakaroise were once French citizens by birth. Even 
after independence, in 1960, the French stayed on, pouring aid, 
installing bureaucrats in virtually every important government 
ministr,, maintaining a military base with a view of the Atlantic. 
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French companies still run Dakar’s telephone company and 
water service, 20,000 French citizens live in Senegal. 


These days, though, Senegal is marching headlong into the 
arms of a new empire run by Washington. With the advent of 
the campaign against terrorism, Africa once again figured in 
America’s strategic thinking, and there was something to be 
gained for an overwheimingly Muslim country by cozying up to 
the Americans. Publicly, both the French and Senegalese say 
all is well. Africa-watchers are fond of likening it to a difficult 
moment in the life of an old couple. “It's a period of friction," 
said Mamadou Diouf, a historian at the University of Michigan 
and Senegalese by origin, "where two partners are trying to 
adjust to a new moment.” 


President Abdoulaye Wade's government has unabashedly 
sought to strengthen ties with Washington in recent years. 
Senegal has vowed to flight against terrorism. It has signed an 
agreement, sought by the administration of President George 
W. Bush, promising to exempt American citizens from prosecu- 
tion by the Internationa! Criminal! Court. It has kept quiet on the 
war in Iraq. An African diplomat said he sensed "an openness 
to the world outside the Francophone world" since Wade's 
election in 2000, and particularly since the September 11 attacks. 
"| think Wade is playing that quite intelligently" the diplomat said. 
"He’s very shrewd with the U.S. in particular." A French diplomat, 
speaking on condition of anonymity, said his country was not 
threatened by Dakar’s efforts to make new friends. 


"We have long regretted that the United States has done so 
little for the African continent, and we rejoice, seeing that great 
country is trying to turn its words into deeds,” the diplomat said. 


Senegal stands to gain its biggest reward later in 2004, when 
the Bush administration announces the recipients of its new $650 
million development aid programme called the Millenium Chal- 
lenge Account. Still, Senegal knows it cannot afford to oust the 
French, an official said, but is seeking a way to escape exclusive 
French control. "The only questions is, ‘Will France accept 
Senegal’s being more independent?” the official wondered 
aloud. "We don’t know. But they have no choice. Senegal in 
2004 is not the same Senegal as in 1960. The world has 
changed.” 


(SOURCE: New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Authorities target mercenaries: South 
Africa is getting tough with former members of its 
armed forces and citizens involved in mercenary 
activities outside its borders. 


On Feb 3, South Africa's elite Scorpions unit arrested a 
former defence force pilot for alleged mercenary activities in the 
troubled west African country of Ivory Coast. 


Carl Frederick Alberts, 49, appeared in court, Feb 4, and 
was charged with contravening the Foreign Military Assistance 
Act. He was granted bail of R5,000 and is to appear in court 
again on February 13. Scorpions spokesman Sipho Ngwema 
said that the unit was "still investigating [mercenary activities [in 
the whole of the [African] continent, and we expect to make 
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several arrests". Alberts is only the second person to be arrested 
and prosecuted for alleged contraventions of the Foreign Military 
Assistance Act. 


In July 2003 a naturalised South African citizen and former 
French military officer, Richard Rouget, was arrested for 
recruiting mercenaries to fight in the conflict in Ivory Coast. 
Ngwema said Rouget, 43, was convicted "in August 2003 and 
was sentenced to five years in prison or R100,000 fine. He paid 
the fine". i 


b. ‘Mbeki government’s record dismal’: The 
official opposition Democratic Alliance has launched 
its election campaign, saying the government has 
failed to improve the lives of South Africans since 
the advent of democracy 10 years ago. 


“Ten years on, where are we today?" party leader, Tony Leon, 
told about 3,000 supporters at the Good Hope Centre. "Under 
the African National Congress, unemployment is up and jobs are 
down, crime is up and safety is down, AIDS is up and health is 
down." 


The President, Thabo Mbeki, who succeeded South Africa’s 
first black President, Nelson Mandela in 1999, is running for a 
second term. He is expected to announce the date for the vote, 
and the new President is expected to be sworn in on April 27, 
the anniversary of the elections that ended decades of racist 
rule. In the first democratic elections after the end of the racist 
apartheid regime in 1994, the Democratic Alliance, then known 
as the Democratic Party, received 1.7 per cent of the vote. In 
1999, under a new name, the party won 9.6 per cent, the ruling 
ANC party won 66.4 per cent in 1999. 


Leon’s speech followed addresses by other party leaders and 
musical performance. Then amid streamers and fireworks, he 
emerged vowing to "give the government a run for its money". 


Addressing the main issues on which their campaign will be 
fought, Leon promised that if elected, his party would create 1 
million jobs within three years; put 150,000 more police officers 
on the street by 2007; provide free AIDS drugs to all those who 
need treatment for the disease; guarantee a basic income grant 
of 110 rand ($16) per month, and take a more proactive approach 
to the problems in neighbouring Zimbabwe. "No more treating 
with tyrants like Robert Mugabe," he said to applause, referring 
to Zimbabwe's leader who has come under international criticism 
for human rights violations. 


Leon also criticised Mbeki’s state of the nation address, 
saying it spoke well of the last 10 years, but showed no plan for 
the future. Other opposition parties said Mbeki’s speech showed 
no willingness to tackle national scourges like AIDS, crime, 
poverty and unemployment. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg and Hindu, New Delhi) 
SUDAN 


a. Pro-government militias massacre 81 in 
western Darfur: A US-based human rights group 
has claimed that 81 civilians in the war-affected 
western Darfur region were massacred by Arab 
militia groups. 


February: 12—25, 2004 


The Centre for the Prevention of Genocide (CPG) said it had 
received confirmation that the massacres were perpetrated by 
the Janjawid militia, during an attack on the town of Shatatya 
and its surrounding villages on Feb 10. 


Sources also reported the abduction of 32 teenaged girls by 
government forces, in Mugjar, a town currently inundated by 
thousands of internally displaced persons in the Wadi Salih area 
(near the border with Chad), CPG said in a statement. 


“Despite government attempts to conceal the brutal nature 
of the recurrent violence, sources in Darfur continue to come 
forward with reports of abuse,” it said. 


However, the Sudanese ambassador to Uganda has denied 
any government involvement in the massacres. The ambassa- 
dor, Siraj al-Din Hamid, said in Kampala that militia attacks on 
civilians contradicted his government's overall objective of 
bringing stability to the region. "The government cannot initiate 
attacks against people,” Siraj al-Din said. "These things are just 
ignited. It could be about cattle or land, but it has nothing to do 
with the government or the rebel groups," he added. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sudan, page 1281:a] 


SWAZILAND 


a. Nurses’ strike hits health care: A nurses’ 
strike has shut down most of Swaziland’s health 
care system, drawing attention to financial and 
technical shortcomings, it was reported, Feb 25. 


"While we continue our strike action, doctors and orderlies 
will have to take care of patients," said the president of the 
Swaziland Nurses Association, Masitsela Mhlanga, at a press 
conference, Feb 25. 


Nurses are striking over the government's inability to pay 
salaries on time, back pay and salary increases. 


Dr. John Kunene, principal secretary of the ministry of health, 
said the nurse’s strike action over pay was premature, as the 
ministry had promised to settle salaries by the end of February. 
"We are still in February," he told the press. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


TANZANIA 


a. Newspaper to pay US$ 1 million fine to 
former OAU secretary-general: A Tanzania High 
Court, Feb 20, declared that the East African 
newspaper and the NatioN Media Group Limited 
had ee Salim Ahmed Salim in an editorial 
article. 


Salim is the former secretary-general of the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU). The High Court ordered the defendants 
to pay Salim 1 billion Tanzanian shillings (about 1 million US 
dollars) as general compensatory damages. 


Justice Stephen Ihema who presided over the case further 


ordered the paper to publish an unqualified apology to appear 
in the front page of the first issue of the East African newspaper. 
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In the cbse, ‘Salim had filed a civil case against both the 
editor of the East African and the Nation Media Group Limited 
as first and second defendants for defamation in respect to an 
editorial ttled "Can Dr. Salim be serious." 


Salim told the court that the contents of the editorial in 
question were a fallacy and a naked lie because he did not utter 
the words attributed to him in the story. 


Salim is a famous person not only in Tanzania but also in 
the African continent. Before retirement, he had held several 
positions as Tanzania’s ambassador to Cairo, India and New 
York, 


b. Crarity officials expelled: The Tanzanian 
branch of a Saudi charitable organisation, Al- 
Haramain Islamic Foundation, has shut down its 
offices after two of its top officials were deported for 
obtaining citizenship fraudulently, it was reported, 
Feb 17. 


The charity's offices, based in Tanga municipality in north- 
easiern Tanzania, were closed in December 2003 after its country 
director, Abu Hubheyifa, was expelled for lying in his citizenship 
application. He had passed himself off as a Tanzanian, but an 
investigafion into his background revealed that he was actually 
a Tunisian. He was’ subsequently deported. 


According to Tanzania's immigration department, another 
official of the charity, Mohammed Ally Saleh Al-Asaad, who was 
also a trustee of the charity, was expelled from Tanzania on 


January 5,;-on the grounds: that he too liedin his application for ` 


citizenship. He was one of the charity members working at the 
foundaticn’s liaison office at Ilala in Dar-es-Salaam. 


A stétement from the immigration department laid to rest 
claims that the charity was shut down on suspicion it had links 
with groups said to have plotted attacks on several hotels in 
Zanzibar in 2003. The US treasury department recently called 
for interrational financial sanctions against the Tanzanian and 
Kenyan branches of the Al-Haramain Islamic Foundation. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. LRA rebels kill 192 civilians: Suspected 
rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) have 
massacred 192 civilians at a refugee camp in 
northern Uganda, sources said, Feb 21. 


The attackers torched many of the homes in Barlonyo 
displaced people's camp near the town of Lira in the assault, 
Feb 21, that lasted three hours, said local member of parliament 
Charies Angiro. He said after visiting the scene that 192 people 
were kiled, and many died of fire as the rebels rounded up 
people and forced them into grass-fhatched houses before they 
set them on fire, he said. 


Earlier, at another camp near Lira, LRA rebels killed about 
50 peocle after infiltrating the facility disguised as government 
troops. A 17-year-old rebel war in northern Uganda has displaced 
over 1.2 million people, who currently live in congested and 
squalid conditions in camps set up by the army. 
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Angiro said the rebels first engaged the local militia, Feb 26, 
in a firefight before they raided the camp. "Children were not 
spared and many of the bodies we saw were of children," he 
added. 


Toll rises after rebel attack: The Ugandan government 
forces swept through villages in the northern part, Feb 23, in 
pursuit of rebels who killed nearly 200 unarmed civilians at a 
refugee camp, with survivors giving harrowing accounts of the 
bloody ordeal. 


The head of a local hospital said six of the dozens wounded 
died, Feb 22. The hospital was packed with survivors, some 
lying on the floor and crying in pain. The army clashed with a 
small group of rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army, Feb 22, 
killing one insurgent, sources said. 


The rebels, armed with lethal weapons, raided the Barlonyo 
camp north of Lira town, Feb 21, shooting people as they fled 
and burning others in their mud and grass huts. It was one of 
the worst attacks in recent years by the shadowy group, which 
has been fighting the Ugandan government for 17 years. 


The violence raised questions about the government's claims 
that it is defeating the rebellion by the brutal group, which says 
it wants Uganda to be governed by the Ten Commandments. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi) 
[Background Info. Uganda, page 1281:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Ex-mayor Mwamba’s suspension lifted: 
Local government and housing minister Sylvia 
Masebo has lifted the suspension of former Luan- 
shya mayor Maxwell Mwamba. 


Mrs Masebo lifted Mwamba's suspension after the courts 
acquitted him over some financial misconduct charges. 


“| now wish to inform you that arising out of the decision of 
the subordinate court to dismiss the matter, the minister has 
lifted your suspension on that account,” Bernard Namachila, 
secretary to the minister, said. Mwamba was accused of 
financial indiscipline at the council, but was acquitted by the 
subordinate court. The prosecution appealed to the Ndola High 
Court against his acquittal but the decision was upheld. He was 
suspended as Luanshya mayor in 2002 by Michael Mabenga, 
the then minister of local government. 


Mwamba recently obtained an injunction in the Ndola High 
Court restraining the Luanshya municipal council from holding 
mayoral elections. The court had also granted an application to 
allow the hearing of a motion to compel Mrs Masebo to lift the 
suspension. Mrs Masebo however, lifted the suspension before 
the court hearing. 


Chief Kaputa arrested: Police in Northern Province have 
arrested chief of Kaputa district for allegedly abetting witchcraft 
in the area. 


The chief allegedly hired witch-finders from neighbouring 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) who, after the act ran 
away with property belonging to those who were accused of 
practising witchcraft, it was reported, Feb 10. 
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Home affairs deputy minister Kennedy Sakeni confirmed the 
arrest of the chief in Lusaka, Feb 4. In another development in 
Kaputa, a magistrate is being investigated for allegedly acquitting 
32 cases dubiously. Sakeni said cases dismissed included those 





for six persons facing aggravated robbery and th ee E otters facing _ 
murder charges. Py EER, 


He said the judicial authority should take up the matter ia 
investigate the alleged misconduct of the magistrate. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ANALYSIS © 


Cinema recreates Rwandan nightmare 


followed by angry militia men wielding machets, axes, knives 
and clubs. There were shrieks and gunshots. Girls fled in 
terror. Then a voice yelled, “Cut!" 
The soldiers stopped; the fear faded from the faces of the 
girls. They all went back to their positions and started again. 


Among those watching was Simon Gasibirege, a psychologist 
at Rwanda’s national university. He had counseled the actors 
before the cameras started rolling, and he studied their faces 
throughout the mock raid for signs of undue anxiety, He, too, 
could have called a halt to the action. 


it was 10 years ago that members of Rwanda’s ethnic Hutu 
majority went on a rampage, killing their countrymen in a 100-day 
fury that left bodies strewn along roadsides, floating down rivers 
and piled up in churches, stadiums and schools. An estimated 
800,000 people, Tutsis and moderate Hutus, died in the frenzy 
of ethnic animosity, fueled by and extremist government known 
for the motto "Hutu Power." 


To commemorate what happened, Rwanda's leaders are 
planning a a string of memorial services on the 10 th anniversary 
of the day the killing began, April 7, 1994. Raoul Peck, the 
Haitian-born film director who made "Lumumba" in 2000, is at 
work on his own remembrance, "Sometimes in April," a movie 
that will recreate the horror as well as the heroism of 1994. 


The film follows one family, using actual events as a guide, 
and the project is already bringing the events of that April back 
to life for many Rwandans. Survivors fill most of the acting role 
in the film and make up much of crew. Recreating the horror 
has been a traumatic exercise for many of them, but a therapeutic 
one as well. The lead actress, Carole Karemera, 29, was born 
in Brussels to Rwandan parents and followed the killing of her 
people from afar. In one scene the Hutu militias sang songs of 
hatred as they prepared to kill. Miss Karemera said. "] was 
shaking. | kept having to. say to myself: ‘This is cinema. This is 
cinema. This is cinema.’ But | just had to leave the set that day.“ 


Another scene required the intervention of Gasibirege, the 
psychologist. The crew had scattered fake cadavers in a swamp 
outside Kigali that had been killing ground and hiding place for 
thousands of Tutsis. In the re-creation, some of the same Tutsi 


C pio poured through the front gate of a schoolyard, 


survivors who had crouched in the muck to save their lives 
returned to their old hiding spots. They were eager for the jobs, 
and for the world to know what they went through. "They made 
the film just like it was back then,"said Joseline Uwangabe, 25, 
who survived a month in the swamp in 1994 with her mother 
and two brothers. Six other siblings were killed. 


The swamp scene was too much for one onlooker, a young 
woman from a nearby village who thought the corpses were real. 
she began shouting hysterically and sobbing. Then she couldn't 
move. "It took two hours for her to come out of it," Gasibirege 
said. There are onlookers-at every scene. Some hope to be 
given employment, which is hard to find. But PIR are drawn 
by curiosity. 


"It hurts so much to remember,” said Jean de "Dieu Butera, 
32, who was in a crowd of gawkers. He had lost his parents and 
seven of his brothers and sisters in 1994. What happened to 
him, he said, would make a horrifying movie. Although 
remembering was painful, Butera said he was pleased that the 
movie would spread the word of the fate of his relatives and so 
many others. 


"Foreigners need to know what happened here," he said. "It 
could happen in other places, too.” Anathalie Njirandgijamana, 
a mother of four whose husband was killed back then, said she 
had no intention of seing "Sometimes in April." 


“Those people around the world who didn’t experience it 
should see what happened,” she said. "But for those of us who 
were around, we don't want to go through it again”. 


Filming in Rwanda was not easy. With no local production 
capabilities, the crew carried everything needed to make the 
movie. Five trucks full of equipment were shipped from France 
and then drivent to Kigali. Nearly a dozen insurance companies 
rejected the project as too risky before one offered a policy. 


Despite the obstacles, Peck said there was no place else 
the movie could have been shot. "There will be very few movies 
in which the Rwandan people can say: "This is ours. We are on 
this screen," he said. “Shooting it elsewhere wasn’t an option." 


~—Marc Lacey in New York Times and Asian Age, New Delhi, Feb 
21, 
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ANGOLA 
a. Parliamentary cooperation accord signed 
with Sao Tome: An accord of parliamentary 
cooperetion was signed, Feb 27, in Luanda, by the 
Speakers of the Parliaments of Angola, Roberto de 
aoe and S. Tome and Principe, Dionisio Tome 
ias. 


The “our-year protocol outlines the creation of a joint 
permanent commission, comprising two deputies of each 
parliament to secure its execution. That organ must meet, at 
least once a year, by turns, in each country. The accord includes 
the assistance on the elaboration of legislation, the exchange of 
experiences and of parliamentary delegations, as well ás 
technical missions. 


The egreement also outlines that the parties are to coordinate 
positions and exchange information in the ambit of the partici- 
pation of the two parliaments in regional or international meetings 
and conferences. ~ 


The training of staff on various fields of the parliamentary 
activity and the holding of seminars on cooperation has equally 
been cited on the document. 


The Parliament Speaker of Sao Tome and Principe, who was 
in Angola met, at the invitation of his Angolan counterpart, the 
Angolan Head of State on Feb 26. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 


BURUNDI 


a. Gendarmes arrest teachers’ union leaders: 
Buruncian gendarmes arrested, March 9, the lead- 
ers of fhe two main teachers’ unions in the country 
after trey held a meeting with striking teachers in 
the capital, Bujumbura, to evaluate the stoppage 
that began countrywide on January 5. 


Upor: their arrest, the representative of the Union of Burundi 
Educaticnal Workers, Eulalie Nibizi; and the leader of the Free 
Union of Burundi Education, Adolphe Wakana, were taken to a 
- jail of the government's intelligence services, known as the 
Documentation Nationale, Wakana’s deputy Chantal Na- 
hishakiy2 said. 

The public service minister suspended the two unions and a 
third, the National Council of Secondary Education Staff, 
accusing them of breaking the law. However, the suspension 
was lifted. 


b. Rebel Leader ends 39-year exile: The 
chairman of the Party for the Liberation of the Hutu 
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People (Palipehutuy Etienne Karatasi, returned to 
Burundi, Feb 27, following 39 years of exile in 
Denmark, Agence Burundaise de Presse (ABP) 
reported. 


Arriving at the international airport in Bujumbura, Karatasi, ` 


60, said a list of more than 2,000 of his'combatants had been: 
submitted to the ceasefire commission. He added that about 150 
of his combatants had assembled in-the northwestern province 
of Cibitoke, and that others would join them shortly. 


Karatasi said he was going to fi ght upcoming elections. He — 


also said that the Agathon Rwasa-led’ Palipehutu-FNL (National 


Liberation Forces) and that of Alain Mugabarabona were ae 


of his party and consequently had to change the names of their 

groups because he was the legal agent, forthe party, ‘BBPY 

reported. ar ae + 
c. Thousands displaced in Bujumbura: Fresh 


fighting between a rebel movement "headed by 
Agathon Rwasa and the regular army has displaced 


- thousands of people in*Bujumbura-Rural Province, 


a local administrator said. 


The administrator of Kanyosha Commune in Bujumbura 
Rural, Ernest Ndabakeneye, told IRIN, Feb 25, that the entire 
population of the Muyira and Ruyaga sub-counties had fled their 
homes following the battle between the forces of the Forces 
Nationales de Liberation (FNL) and the army on Feb 23. 


He said panic-stricken residents of Mboza, Buzige, and 
Busumba in Ruyaga sub-county also fled their villages and 
sought refuge at Kanyosha town, the administrative centre of 
Kanyosha Commune. 


The governor of Bujumbura Rural, Ignace Ntawembarira, had 
earlier said that all residents from areas neighbouring Nyabiraba 
Commune who had fled had since returned home. 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare) 
isackuieand info. Burundi, page 1250:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Journalist imprisoned: The Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) is deeply concerned 
about the imprisonment of Judes Zoss, director 
of the private daily L’Hirondelle (The Swallow) in 
the Central African Republic (CAR), a report said, 
Feb 27. 


Police officers arrested Zoss, Feb 26, who had turned himself 
in after police had detained his brother, Didier Zoss. Didier Zoss, 
who is in charge of printing the newspaper, was later released 
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without charge. Jude Zoss was transferred from the police station 
to the central prison in the capital, Bangui. 


Judes Zoss’s arrest stemmed from an article that was 
reproduced in L'Hirondelle on February 23, titled “General Boziz: 
the State’s Tax-collector." The article, which originally ran on the 
news Web site Centrafrique-presse.com alleged that Boziz, who 
declared himself president after a March 2003 coup d'etat, has 
personally taken over the collection of state tax revenue in CAR, 
prompting two senior Treasury officials to contemplate resigna- 
tion. Centrafrique-presse.com is a France-based opposition Web 
site run by former President Ange-Flix Patass's spokesperson 
Prosper N’Douba. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


CONGO 


a. Accord signed for safe passage of rail 
traffic in pool: A tripartite agreement was signed 
on March 26, in Brazzaville, capital of the Republic. 


According to a government statement issued, Feb 27, the 
accord was signed by representatives of the army and police 
force, the state rail company (Chemin de fer Congo Ocean - 
CFCO) and "Ninja" rebels loyal to Rev Frederic Bitsangou, alias 
Ntoumi. 


"| call on everyone to strictly adhere to this new engagement 
we have madé@ for peace, so that we may attain our objective: 
normalizing transport along the CFCO," Firmin Ayessa, minister 
of relations with the National Council, said in the communique. 
The CFCO is considered to be a “common property", whose 
operation benefits the national economy, the communique stated. 


"This accord will enable the CFCO to carry out major 
operations during the dry season, particularly with redeployment 
in Pool,” CFCO director Joachim Trimardo said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Rebel commander killed: Gunfire rocked 
Bwera subcounty, March 8 night, as intelligence 
operatives ambushed seven rebel Allied Democratic 
Front (ADF) rebels, killing their commander and 
another rebel. 


A St Mary primary school Kyabalokya, pupil Wilson 
Masereka was injured by a stray bullet, 300 metres from the 


scene of the ambush ; 


A third rebel, Asuman Abacha, from Iganga was wounded, 
captured and admitted to Bwera hospital. He said the rebels 
were on a food-gathering mission when they were attacked. 


A civilian rebel collaborator, Musubaho, the commander's 
brother, was also netted in the ambush as he allegedly tried to 
hand the rebels foodstuffs. 


Asuman Abacha identified the dead commander as Santana 
Bairinga from Kirembo Kisinga subcounty, Kasese district and 
the other as Bashir Wandera from Bugiri. 


February 266March 11, 2004 


b. Tens of thousands displaced in Katanga’ 
province: After being blocked for ten days, teams . 
from Doctors Without Borders/Medecins Sans Fron- 
tieres (MSF) have finally been able to enter areas 
outside of Kitenge, in the Katanga Province of 
northeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
and begin providing assistance to 9,000 people. 


Fighting continues north of town, though, and the area is 
inaccessible to humanitarian aid agencies. As the area’s 
population is estimated at 30,000, up to 20,000 people may be 
fleeing the violence, unable to reach villages where assistance 
is available. 


Since mid-January, armed groups known as the Mai Mai 
have targeted civilians living in and around Kitenge, with many 
people subjected to rapes, mutilation, and massacres. More than 
50 villages have been emptied and footed. Some villages have 
been burnt. The Congolese Armed Forces (FAC) have summarily 
executed and looted people in the area. In Kitenge, one woman 
was shot dead in front of the MSF clinic as she sought help. 
Soldiers have harassed people in the nearby village of Sohe 
Gare every night for the past two weeks, leading some of the 
displaced to flee once more, a report said, March 4. 


c. Militiamen kill 100: At least 100 people, most 
of them civilians, have been killed in a wave of brutal 
attacks in southern Democratic Republic of Congo 
(Congo DR), a report said, Feb 26. 


Reports quoting one of the survivors of the attacks said the 
militiamen drained the blood of their victims and put it into bottles. 
Claude Panza wa Losol, 22, speaking to correspondents from 
Don Bosco Hospital where he was receiving treatment for 
gunshot wounds, said “after they had cut off the sexual organs, 
they walked away with them. They took the victim’s blood in 
flasks." 


According to reports, many fighters believe that using the 
body parts of their victims for charms will make them more 
powerful. Military Commander of Katanga Province where the 
attacks took place, Gen. Alengbia Nzambe, showed correspon- 
dents pictures of the bodies of seven soldiers who had their 
faces and genitals cut off. The military have put the blame for 
the attacks on a militia group led by General "Chinja Chinja" or 
The Ripper. According to reports, the General is the last 
remaining militia leader in the north of Katanga Province unwilling 
to integrate into the new Congolese army. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1286:a] 


EGYPT 


a. President promises to repeal laws to 
prosecute journalists: Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak on Feb 25 pledged to reform Egypt’s laws, 
eliminating prison sentences for published material. 


Galal Aref, head of the Egyptian Journalists’ Syndicate, told 
CPJ that the president told him that journalists would no longer 
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face the possibility of imprisonment for what they publish. Aref 
announced the news at the opening of the syndicate’s annual 
conference: in the capital, Cairo. 


Other news organizations also reported Mubarak’s pledge. 


Aref told CPJ the promise would involve reforming Egypt's 
press law and other laws that have been used to prosecute and 
imprison journalists. The syndicate’s spokesman, Yehia Qallash, 
said that Parliament is expected to approve the necessary 
proposals to reform the existing laws. 


Current laws, such as the 1996 press law, prescribe prison 
sentences of up to two years for defamation. Journalists in Egypt 
have also faced imprisonment under other Penal Code provisions 
for, among other things, “violating public morality" and “damaging 
national interest." While, according to CPJ research, there are 
currently no journalists imprisoned in Egypt, several have been 
jailed for libel and others have faced prosecution. 


(SOURCE: Statesman, Calcutta) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. “wo million threatened by landmines: 
Landmines threaten the lives of 2 million people in 
Ethiopia, according to the findings of an international 
two-year survey. The Ethiopian Landmine Impact 
survey also reveals that over the past two years 
16,000 people have been involved in landmine blast 
incidents, of whom 1,295 were killed or injured. 


"There is a chance that anyone of these 2 million people 
could be injured or killed by landmines or unexploded ordnance 
[UXO]. Their daily lives are hindered in one way or another by 
landmines," Adam Combs of Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA), the 
survey's director, told IRIN, March 10. 


Ethicpia is one of the world’s 10 most heavily mined countries 
- a legacy of successive conflicts over the last 70 years that 
have ravaged the Horn of Africa. There are around 2 million 
landmin2s, some dating back to the Italian invasion by Mussolini 
in 1935. The government estimates that they will take another 
20 years to clear. 


The survey found Tigray and Afar regions in northern Ethiopia 
borderirg Eritrea, and the Somali region in the east bordering 
Somalia to be the worst affected. Tens of thousands of the mines 
were le over from the 1998-2000 war with Eritrea and after the 
1977 Somali invasion under Siyad Barre. 

b. Central Government apologises for Gam- 
bella massacre: The Ethiopian government said, 
March 5, that it had apologised to local tribes for its 
inadequate response to prevent a massacre in the 
troubled western region of Gambella. 

A s'atement released by the federal affairs ministry said the 
government had not performed “proactively”, but promised that 
the killers would be brought to justice. 


At lzast 60 people were murdered when fighting erupted in 
Gambella town in December 2003, almost all of them members 
of the Anyuak ethnic group. British officials said up to 150 were 
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killed. “The government has apologised for not acting proac- 
tively and promised to stand on the side of the victims to see 
that justice is done," said the statement. Federal authorities have 
started sifting through evidence of the massacre with the aim of 
ensuring that the alleged instigators can be tried. Some 37 
people have been identified. 


Forty others, suspected of involvement in clashes at a gold 
mine in Dima, in Gambella region, on January 30, in which up 
to 200 people were killed, had also been seized, the statement 
added. 


The Ethiopian government has come under pressure from 
the international community to ensure that a full inquiry is 
instituted and to investigate claims that troops and police were 
involved in the killings. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
{Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1274:a] 


GUINEA 


a. UN ultimatum for Sierra Leone refugees in 
Guinea and Liberia: The United Nations High 
Commission for Refugees has announced that 
come June all their support for Sierra Leonean 
refugees reluctantly refusing to return will stop. 


This was disclosed by the new UNHCR Public Information 
Officer, Rachel Goldstein-Rodriguez, during a question and 
answer session at the UNAMSIL press briefing recently. 

She Said although UNHCR’is*not' forcing the refugees’ to 
return home, they have nevertheless on several occasions been 
encouraging them, as according to her, "the agency will soon 
stop ail relief supplies to Sierra Leonean refugees in Guinea and 
Liberia that do not want to return home." The UNHCR Assistant 
External Affairs Officer, Idrisa Conteh, described a refugee as 
somebody that is willing to return back after the crisis that made 
him a refugee ends. 


He noted that some of the refugees don't want to return 
because of some political reasons, adding that those who want 
to stay will do so through the concent of the Liberian government 
or stay as ECOWAAS citizens. Mr. Conteh said this month, 
repatriation by road will starts again with the help of the SLP 
and UNAMSIL who will be providing vehicles for those living in 
camps in Liberia, with a total of 15,000. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Ousted President freed ahead of polls: 
Guinea-Bissau'’s former president, Kumba Yala, 
was released, March 8, after spending close to six 
months under house arrest following his ouster by 
the military on 14 September 2003. 


The reasons for his liberation were not immediately clear. 
None of the main state organs established following the 
coup—the Military Committee for the Restoration of Democratic 
Order, the National Transitional Council, and the Transitional 
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government—had made any public announcement regarding his 
release. in an interview with the Portuguese radio and television 
station, RTP, soon after his release, Yala said he would return 
to active politics. 


He said he would be involved in the campaign of his former 
ruling Social Renovation Party (PRS - Partido de Renovacao 
Social) for legislative elections to be held on 28th March 2004. 
He also told RTP he did not know understand why he had been 
ousted but that he was willing to forget the past and make a 
new beginning. 


Yala was elected in early 2000. However, his reign was 
marred by frequent cabinet changes, poor relations with the 
media, labour, the military and the judiciary, as well as chronic 
instability, including a November 2001 rebellion led by Ansumane 
Mane, head of a Military Junta that ruled the country in the latter 
part of 1999. Mane died in that uprising. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
IVORY COAST 


a. PDCI walks out of cabinet as more die in 
ethnic clashes: One of Ivory Coasts two main 
opposition parties has suspended its participation 
in a broad-based government of national reconcili- 
ation, accusing President Laurent Gbagbo of sabo- 
taging the country’s peace process. 


it withdrew from government as local newspapers reported 
that at least 11 people had been killed in a fresh outbreak of 
fighting between immigrant farmers and villagers of Gbagbo’s 
Bete tribe near the southern town of Gagnoa. 


Ministers of the Democratic Party of ivory Coast (PDCI), 
which was founded by the country’s first president, Felix 
Houphouet Boigny, failed to attend the March 4 cabinet meeting. 
The PDCI said it was "suspending the participation" of its seven 
ministers in the coalition government because Gbagbo had 
plotted against the party, undermined the authority of its ministers 
and humiliated its leader. 


The party is led by Henri Konan Bedie, who served as 
President from 1993 until his overthrow in a military coup in 
1999. Pro-Gbagbo newspapers have repeatedly accused him of 
stealing rice in a disputed business deal. 


PDCI spokesman Maurice Kakou Guikahue said that the 
party had been frustrated for some time by what he called 
Gbagbo’s "underhand methods.” 


b. Peace under siege: Ex-rebels have back- 
pedalled on a promise to lay down their arms, 
making the peace process uncertain, a report 
said, March 4. 


The prevailing mood in the Ivory Coast is decidedly gloomy 
with some observers convinced that war is about to recur on a 
number of fronts. While some commentators fear an outbreak 
of fighting between the government and rebels, others see the 


danger of violence erupting between different factions within the 


army. 
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The country has been split between rebel north and 
government south since a rebellion erupted in September 2002 
after a failed coup. 


The war was Officially declared over in July 2003 and, 
although the country remains split between a rebel-held north 
and government-controlied south, peace has taken a fragile 
toehold. 


The rebels have joined a power-sharing government, they 
are talking disarmament with their former army foes, and the 
most sensitive political aspects of a French-brokered peace 
accord—including citizenship and land rights for immigrants— 
are being at least discussed at cabinet level. 


Keen observers of the Ivorian political scene have been 
wondering whether Ivory Coast will emerge from the turmoil 
following the 1999 coup which ushered in political, regional, 
ethnic and religious tensions and violence. 

c. UN troops for Ivory Coast: The UN Security 
Council has unanimously approved the deployment 
of more than 6,000 peacekeepers in ivory Coast 
and demanded that the Government and rebels 
meet all requirements of a peace deal so that 
presidential elections can be held next year. 


China’s UN ambassador, Wang Guangya, the current Council 
President, set the vote after the US Congress gave its approval 
for the force. The Congressional approval was required because 
Washington pays 27 per cent of UN peacekeeping costs. 


The UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, commended the 
Council for approving the resolution and said it would send “a 
clear message that the international community supports the 
ivorian peace process and is determined to play its role In the 
maintenance of peace and security in Africa." 


The 1,000- strong West African peacekeeping force currently 
in the former French colony will become part of the UN force on 
that date. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi and Hindu, New Delhi) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1276:a] 


KENYA 


a. Famine threatens 500,000 in Coast: More 
than 500,000 people in Coast Province face star- 
vation due to the drought in the region, a report 
said, March 9. 

Provincial Commissioner Cyrus Maina warns that the 
situation might get worse if the long-awaited rains get 
delayed. l 


"There are about 515, 000 people at risk if the rains, expected 
in March, delay. But at the moment there is no cause for alarm 
since we have enough food to give to the people," the PC told 
the East African Standard by telephone. The Kwale District 
Commissioner, Mr Fred Mutsami, said the famine had affected 
139,000 residents. He added some pupils had abandoned school 
due to the famine. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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LIBYA 


a. Likya signs accord for enhanced inspec- 
tions by UN nuclear watchdog: Less than three 
months after renouncing all programmes leading to 
the production of internationally proscribed weap- 
ons, Libya on March 10 signed an agreement 
granting the United Nations atomic watchdog en- 
hanced access to verify that its nuclear activities 
are for peaceful purposes only. 


The Additional Protocol to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NFT), signed by the Director-General of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), Mohamed ElBaradei, and Libya's 
Assistant Secretary for Services Affairs, Matooq Mohamed 
Matooq, aso requires the North African country to provide an 
expanded declaration of its nuclear activities. 


Mr. ElBaradei said the signing, at IAEA's Vienna headquar- 
ters, indicated Libya's commitment to move away from weapons 
of mass d3struction while continuing to reap the full benefits of 
nuclear applications for peaceful uses such as energy, agriculture 
and medicine. Tripoli has stated its intention to act as if the 
protocol is already in place, pending its formal entry into force. 


Since Libya announced its decision in December 2003, to 
eliminate all materials, equipment and programmes leading to 
the production of internationally proscribed weapons, the IAEA 
has been working closely with the authorities in Tripoli to gain a 
complete picture of the nuclear programme and history. 

b. US rewards Libya, lifts travel ban: The US, 
Feb 26, lifted a travel ban on Libya and will allow 
some American firms to negotiate deals in the 
country as it welcomed Tripoli’s progress on getting 
rid of ill cit weapons. The Bush administration took 
the further step of allowing Libya to set up a 
diplomatic presence in Washington. 


The move came a day after Libya retracted statements by 
Libyan P-ime Minister Shokri Ghaneam, who had denied his 
country’s guilt in the 1988 Lockerbie airliner bombing. After 
Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi in December 2003 pledged to 
disclose and dismantle all his country’s nuclear, chemical and 
biological programs, the US has held out the prospect of fullly 
normalised ties at some point. 


The comments from Ghanem had caused the announcement 
on the liffing of travel restrictions to be delayed by two days but 
the extent of the steps taken by the Bush administration showed 
the US wants to respond in kind to the peace efforts of Libya. 


"Over the course of the last two months, Libys has taken 
significarit steps in implementing its commitment to disclose and 
dismantle all weapons of mass distructions programme," the 
White House said in a statement. 

The US said "more remains to be done" but it preaised Libya’s 
actions as "serious, credible and consistent" with Gaddafi’s 
pledges. 

Lifting the travel ban will allow US oil companies to travel to 
Tripoli ta negotiate deals for the day that US trade sanctions are 
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lifted. Libya is eager to bring US companies back, especially in 
the oil industry, its main source of foreign earnings. 


Ghanem had angered US officials by denying Libya's guilt 
in the 1988 Lockerbie airliner bombing and saying Tripoli had 
only agreed to pay damages to victims to buy peace. 

c. fran expels Libyan group: A dissident Libyan 
group has been expelled from Iran after the recent 
revelation in The Sunday Telegraph that it was being 
trained by the Revolutionary Guards to carry out 
attacks against Colonel Muammar Qadhafi's re- 
gime. 


The lranians harboured the Libyans as a bargaining chip to 
prevent Tripoli revealing details about Iran's clandestine attempts 
to build an atom bomb. However, after last week's report that 
the Libyans were receiving training in terrorist techniques at a 
secret Revolutionary Guards base in southern Iran, the group 
was asked to leave the country. 


A spokesman for the Libyan Islamic Combat Group's 
“political bureau" told the London-based Arabic newspaper 
al-Hayat that it had been ‘coerced’ into leaving Iran. He did not 
say where the dissidents would be based in future, but said that 
several commanders have always denied harbouring Al-Qaeda 
terrorists, the spokesman confirmed that several of the group’s 
commanders had fled to Iran after the war in Afghanistan in 
2001. 

(SOURCE: Telegraph Group Limited, London/Hindu, New Delhi 
l `~ OOT and Telegraph, Calcutta) 
[Background info. Libya, page 1277:a] 


MALAGASY 


a. Cyclone leaves up to 100,000 homeless: 
Less than a month after cyclone Elita swept through 
Madagascar, kiling 29 people, another tropical 
storm ripped through the country’s northern region 
on March 7, leaving thousands of people homeless 
and causing serious damage to several towns. 


The number of people affected by cylcone Gafilo has yet 
to be confirmed; but preliminary reports released by local 
authorities indicate that up to 100,000 people may be without 
shelter. The cyclone made landfall near the city of Antalaha 
in the northern province of Antsiranana eariy on March 7, 
accompanied by winds averaging 220 km per hour. 


"It is really difficult to say just how bad the situation is, 
because the telecommunications network in the areas most 
aifected have been cut. There is also no running water and no 
electricity in these areas. 


| think it is fair to say that it is a very serious situation," 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) disaster 
programme officer Gocelyne Rabesanbratana told IRIN. She 
noted that the UN country representative was accompanying 
Prime Minister Jacques Sylla to the region to assess the impact 
of the storm. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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MOROCCO 


a. Polisario releases another 100 Moroccan 
prisoners: The Polisario movement which is fight- 
ing for the independence of the Western Sahara 
released another 100 Moroccan prisoners of war 
this week, the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said. 


An ICRC spokesman told IRIN they were flown home on an 
ICRC plane from Tindouf in Western Algeria, where several 
camps housing 165,000 Western Sahara refugees are situated. 
"Even as we welcome the release of this group, we still hope 
and appeal for the release of the remaining 514 prisoners on 
humanitarian grounds without linking their release to political 
solutions," he told IRIN from Geneva. 


e 


Prior to their repatriation, ICRC delegates had interviewed 
the prisoners individually to ensure that they were being 
repatriated of their own free will. 


Western Sahara was annexed by Morocco in 1976 after 
Spain withdrew from its former colony. The Polisario Front has 
been fighting since then to become an independent state. A 
ceasefire was agreed in 1991, since when the political wrangling 
has continued. 


The latest UN plan to resolve the dispute was drawn up in 
2003 by former US Secretary of State James Baker. It provides 
for a referendum in four to five years time. This would offer the 
inhabitants of the territory a choice between independence, 
autonomy within Morocco or complete integration with Morocco. 


b. Death toll in Morocco quake 600: Reports 
quoted the Moroccan Health Minister, Mohamed 
Cheikh Biadillah as saying that at least 600 people 
were killed in the quake which struck rural areas 
ao the Mediterranean city of Alettoceima on 

e 


Ai Hoceima, a predominantly Berber city of about 100,000, 
seemed to have escaped major damage with outlying areas 
bearing the brunt of the quake. According to reports in the village 
of Ait Kamara, 18km south of Al-Hoceima, many houses were 
completely destroyed. 


UN food agency rushes relief to quake-hit: The United 
Nations World Food Programme (WFP), March 4, launched a 
$200,000 emergency operation to assist the victims of last 
month’s earthquake that devastated the Al-Hoceima region in 
northeastern Morocco. 


The disaster, which hit in the early hours of February 24, 
killed almost 600 people, injured hundreds of others and left 
many homeless. 


WFP, working together with the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) and Moroccan government partners, will provide daily 
meals - consisting of high-energy biscuits and locally-procured 
cheese and milk - to some 16,000 school children and one-month 
rations of wheat flour, sugar and oil to 1,300 families in the region 
most affected by the earthquake. 
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"Our aim is to encourage families to send their children back 
to school and help them to cope with their losses," said Nicholas 
Oberlin, Programme Officer for VWWFP’s assessment team in 
Morocco. 


in the coming days, UNICEF will ship 225 recreation kits as 
well as 450 education kits for up to 35,000 children, and a limited 
number of large school tents, meningitis vaccines and water 
purification tablets to Morocco. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Morocco, page 1290:a] 


NIGERIA 


a. DCG, 11 others return N 4.4 m looted funds: 
A deputy comptroller general of prisons and eleven 
others engaged in a fraud scam worth N 8.5 million 
have returned the sum of N4.4 million to the prison 
service, a report said, March 10. 


A statement signed by the public relations officer, Mr. Kayode 
Odeyemi, stated that the Deputy comptroller general whose 
name was not mentioned and his eleven accomplices admitted 
that they took the money and have returned the sum of N 4.4 
million to the government's account. 


The statement added that those involved in the scam have 
long been handed over to the corruption unit of the Nigeria 
Prisons Service for investigation, while being asked to proceed 
on compulsory leave so as not to interfer with investigations. 


it may be recalled that the deputy comptroller of the Nigerian 
prisons service under the accounts section and eleven others 
allegedly conspired and took N8.5 million from prison officers 
allowances and overtime dues as well as inmate allowances. 


However they were discovered by the Comptroller General 
himself, Mr. Abdurrahman |. Akpe, who queried them and asked 
that the monies be returned or risk the wrath of the Independent 
Corrupt Practice and Other Related Offence Commission 
(ICPC). 


Meanwhile the Nigerian Prison Service has denied reports 
that the presidency summoned the prisons boss, Mr. Abraham 
Akpe over the scam and other little shake up that took place in 
the prisons. 


b. 20 killed in Warri clash: After a noticeable 
lull, the oil city of Warri, Delta State, March 9, 
erupted in fresh bloodletting as about 20 persons 
were feared killed in a clash between soldiers and 
youths, a report said. 


One of the dead was said to be a soldier even as several 
persons were injured. 


In Usen, neighbouring Edo State, at least three persons were 
killed following a clash between some youths and elders of the 
area over witch-detection methods. The fresh violence started 
in Warri following an alleged killing of a soldier by suspected 
jaw youths at a notoriouis waterside red light district called 
AWOL about 4.00 a.m. 
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Daily Champion gathered that some suspected drunken 
youths shct sporadically into the air when two soldiers stationed 
nearby confronted them. 


Apparently irked by the temerity of the soldiers to question 
them, one pf the youths was said to have shot one of the soldiers 
at close renge, killing him. 


The other soldier fled and escaped only to mobilise his 
colleagues who invaded AWOL, a situation which led to a 
free-for-all which lasted till about 7.30 a.m. culminating in the 
total sacking and burning of AWOL. 


After the clash, ljaws claimed that at least 20 of their people, 
including shildren and women, living around the afflicted area 
were killed as soldiers allegedly invaded the area in armoured 
cars, shooting indiscriminately. 


But, ir a swift reaction, Commander of the joint military task 
force on “he Warri crisis, Operation Restore Hope, Brig. Gen. 
Elias Zaraani, said that four youths were killed while 79 badly 
wounded ones were arrested. 


c. Nigeria, Israel approve joint agricultural 
project President Olusegun Obasanjo has ap- 
proved the establishment of a joint Agricultural 
Development Venture between the Federal Govern- 
ment and an Israeli Company, Hovev Agriculture 
Limited, with the aim of establishing export-oriented 
mechanized farms and agro-processing outlets in 
all the geo- poutica zones of the country, a report 
said, March. 10.- 


Disclosing this at the inaugural meeting of the Implementation 
Committee of the programme, Minister of State for Agriculture 
and Rural Development, Chief Bamidele Dada, said the Presi- 
dent had also approved the incorporation of a company, 
Oke-Ogun farms limited, as a pilot for the project, in the South 
West Zone at $5 million Equity Shareholding. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


RWANDA 


a. Nine sentenced to death for killing of 
genocide survivor: A Rwandan court has sen- 
tenced nine people to death and another one fo life 
imprisonment over the killing of a genocide survivor 
who was due to testify under the Gacaca justice 
system, a leader of a genocide survivors’ associa- 
tion to'd IRIN, March 6. 


The Rwandan Court of First Instance ruled that the nine were 


guilty of jointly killing Emile Ntahimana in November 2003 in the 
southwestern province of Gikongoro. 


Four genocide survivors were reported to have been killed 
in Gikongoro in late 2003 by a group of genocide suspects to 
prevent the survivors from testifying in the Gacaca justice 
system, introduced in the country in 2001. 


"We are pleased with the latest ruling of the court," Boniface 


Nkusi, the Gikongoro head of the genocide survivor organisation 
known as IBUKA, said. 
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IBUKA is an umbrella organisation for groups of genocide 
survivors’ associations. The latest convictions bring to 14 the 
number of people sentenced to death and three to life 
imprisonment for killing genocide survivors. Recently the court 
sentenced five people to death and two to life imprisonment for 
kiling Charles Rutinduka, another potential witness in the 
Gacaca trials. 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1292:a] 


b. Confronting the remains of a genocide: If, 
for whatever reason, one has the desire to relive the 
horror of the Rwandan massacre of 10 years ago, 
Emmanuel Murangira is the man to see. 


Murangira, 48, is a survivor of a schoolyard blood bath that 
killed tens of thousands of people seeking refuge on the hilltop 
campus of a technical school that has become one of the 
country's many memorials to the dead. He walks soberly and 
silently as he guides visitors down the hallways. He unlocks 
classroom after classroom and pushes open the doors. 


"This is genocide,” he says. 


Inside, the rooms are full of the partially preserved remains 
of hundreds of those who were killed by Hutu extremists. The 
stench is overpowering. The scene is worse still. 


All across Rwanda, there are similar scenes of butchery, 
preserved by survivors just as they were. But with the 10th 
anniversary of the mass killing approaching in April, the Rwandan 
authorities are working to bury the bones while still preserving 
the memories of the estimated 800,000 Tutsi, who make up a 
minority in the country, and moderate Hutus who died. 


"We want the memorials to be centers for the exchange of 
ideas, not collections of bones," said Ildephonse Karengera, the 
country’s director of memorials. But just what to do with all the 
remains is the question. Some want the bones displayed for as 
long as they last.as evidence of what happened, just in case 
doubters emerge. But Rwandans traditionally bury their dead 
and some people say it is disrespectful to leave so many bones 
and bodies exposed. 


An emerging compromise calls for burying more bodies 
without sanitizing the. horror. 


"For those who say it is undignified to show bones, we're 
burying them, in a sense, behind dark glass," said Dr James 
Smith, who runs Beth Shalom Holocaust Memorial Center in 
Britain and is working with the Rwandan government to revamp 
some of its memorials. 


"For those who Say it is necessary to see the death, we're 
accommodating them, too." 


Rwanda hopes the 10th anniversary will attract worldwide 
attention to the country. its past but also its attempts to recover. 
On the morning of April 7, 1994, the date the killing began in 
earnest, the government is planning a somber march through 
the city, followed by 10 minutes of silence. The main memorial 
in Kigali will officially open its doors. 
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The federal government intends to focus its attention on a 
handful of main memorials. Local jurisdictions will maintain other 
sites. But locals will be encouraged to begin using some 
properties again, despite the unimaginable things that happened 
there. 


“Everybody wants a memorial," Karengera said. “But the 
whole country can't be covered with memorials. We're small 
countries. We can't live with that kind of chaos." Murangira 
narrowly escaped death. He was shot in the head during the 
attack on the school. But somehow, hidden under corpses and 
bleeding, he managed to live. 


Murangira, with a deep indentation in his forehead form 
where the bullet was removed, wants to make sure that the 
attack is never forgotten. The smell, the sight, he can deal with 
that. 


"Those who smell are my relatives," he said. "How can | 
mind?" All the same, Murangira is thrilled that a permanent 
memorial will soon take the place of his ad hoc effort to keep 
the victims’ memories alive. “It's hard for me to be here," he 
said. "But | cannot leave before they put things in order." 

(SOURCE: New York Times Service/Asian Age, New Delhi and 
East African, Nairobi)) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Sierra Leone war crimes court opens: The 
UN-backed war crimes tribunal in Sierra Leone has 
opened its new courthouse to try people involved 
+ ne Africa’s bloodiest civil wars, a report said, 

arc 


The decade-long conflict in Sierra Leone was characterised 
by deliberate attacks on civilians, including murder, rape, torture 
. and mutilation. The court aims to prosecute top militia leaders 
from both sides in the war. 


But it does not hold the main backer of the rebels, the former 
president of neighbouring Liberia, Charles Taylor. The new court 
follows the establishment of war crimes tribunals for the former 
Yugoslavia and Rwanda. But by creating a hybrid between a UN 
and a Sierra Leone court, the aim is to avoid the delays which 
have beset these international tribunals. 


The opening ceremony took piace amid tight security. 
Soldiers from the UN peace keeping force that helped end the 
war three years ago patrolled the court compound, while armed 
Sierra Leonean police kept watch from rooftops around the 
perimeter. 


Reports said the opening of the courthouse itself marks an 
important step, as Sierra Leone tries to move on from a 
devastating war. 

The conflict left some 50,000 dead; hacking off of people's 
hands and feet to terrorise the population was common. The 
court has nine senior militia leaders in detention from the 
government and rebel sides. 


But Charles Taylor - who the prosecution allege was 
responsible for crimes against humanity in Sierra Leone - has 
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been given safe haven in Nigeria. The Nigerian government said 
the move was designed to end the related war in Liberia. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Sierra Leone, page 995:a—Vol IV, 2003] 


SOMALIA 


a. 50 killed in Somalia clan fighting: Fighting 
between rival clans in central Somalia over grazing 
land and wells left nearly 50 people dead, a village 
elder said, March 6. 


The clashes between the Saleemaan and Duduble clans 
began, March 3, around the village of Hiin Gaduud, about 250 
km northeast of Mogadishu, as clan fighters battled with assault 
weapons, said Aadan Ugas, a village elder. Details were sketchy, 
but he said that by March 5, the clans were using rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades, mortars and pickup trucks mounted with 
anti-aircraft guns to attack each other and 47 people, most of 
them clan fighters, had been killed. More than 70 others were 
wounded in the fighting, which appeared to have subsided on 
March 6, Ugas said. Top militia and clan leaders are meeting at 
peace talks in neighbouring Kenya, attempting to restore a 
central government to Somalia. 

(SOURCE: Hindu, New Delhi) 
{Background Info. Somalia, page 1280:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Japan Donates 4x4 vehicles to IEC: The 
voter education drive has received a major boost 
with the signing of an agreement between the 
Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) and the 
Government of Japan on March 3. 


The agreement was signed in Pretoria between Japanese 
Ambassador Toshinori Shigeie and IEC Chairperson Brigalia 
Bam. 


Under the pact, Japan would within the next two weeks 
supply two 4x4 vehicles to each province, making it easier for 
the IEC to reach far-flung areas during its voter education 
campaign. The deal will cost approximately R3.6 million. The 
Gauteng electoral commission signed their part of the deal, 
March 3, with other provinces scheduled to sign within the next 
ten days. 

Speaking on the occasion, IEC CEO Pansy Tlakula said the 
Commission viewed the donation as a contribution by the 
Japanese government to the development of democracy in the 
country. She explained that the donation was the second, 
following a similar one towards the last poils in 1999. Then, the 
Japanese government contributed the same number of vehicles | 
and generators to the tune of R2.2 million. 

"Because of your contribution (in 1999), we had only 1.55 
percent of spoilt votes because we were able to go out there 
and educate our. people—most of whom are disadvantaged, 
rural and poor— on how to cast their votes," she affirmed. 
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The IEC said the donation would be of great assistance in 
light of the ircrease, to close to 17 000, of the number of voting 
stations. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


SWAZILAND 


a. Speaker of Parliament forced to resign: 
King Mswati Ill of Swaziland used his powers as 
sub-Saharan Africa’s last absolute monarch to force 
the resignation, March 10, of the speaker of 
Parliament. 


"l was called to the royal residence, and formally told that 
the king had instructed that | should resign," dismissed speaker 
Marwick Khumalo told parliamentarians at a special session. 
“The deputy speaker will take over and parliament will adjourn 
indefinitely until we are told what will happen next," he added. 


The palace gave no reasons for Mswati’s objection to 
Khumalo, wno was elected speaker by MPs in November 2003. 
It is usually left to cabinet ministers appointed by Mswati to 
explain royel fiats, but none were available for comment. 


Swaziland’s labour federations and the Swaziland Coalition 
of Concerned Civic Organisations, an umbrella body of outlawed 
political gro.ps and human rights organisations, have called for 
mass actior: to protest what they described as palace efforts to 
undermine an elected legislature. 


"We have received the speaker's resignation with shock, 
disgust and outrage. We will call a mass meeting soon," said 
coalition founder Musa Hlope, a former director of the Swaziland 
Federation of Employers. 


"The king undermined the independence of the courts. Now 
he has gutted the independence of parliament," said Jan Sithole, 
secretary g2neral of the Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


TANZANIA 


a. Three presidents sign East African Cus- 
toms Union: The three East African Presidents 
Mwai Kibaki (Kenya), Yoweri Museveni (Uganda) 
and Beniamin Mkapa (Tanzania), March 2, signed 
the East African Community Customs Union. 


The signing of the Common External Tariff was a major 
breakthrough in establishing the region as a single market and 
investment area. 


The event was preceded by protracted haggling, which at 
one time brought fears that the plan would fail. Previous attempts 
in November 2003 and January 16 this year failed to bear fruits. 


The leaders agreed on the 25 per cent protectionist import 
duty rate, which Uganda had earlier disputed as the highest 
threshold for the CET regime. 


Uganda, which at the time argued in favour of a 20 per cent, 
however, did not lose out as the three countries agreed to review 
the rate afier five years. 
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By December, 2003, at least some 20 per cent (53 product 
categories) of EAC tariff lines from among the three countries 
still remained unresolved which included metal, paper and paper 
products, edible oils, barley, wheat, milk and sugar. 


b. Kenya, Zambia agree on Sh23b Power 
Project: Three countries are to facilitate a regional 
power project in which the private sector will play 
a major role in terms of ownership and financing. 


The first phase of the project to connect the national grids 
of Kenya, Zambia and Tanzania will cost Sh23 billion ($300 
million). Zambia has nearly 800 megawatts of excess capacity 
from its hydro-power which Kenya can tap through the 
inter-connectivity project. 


Speaking at a joint press briefing in Lusaka on Feb 26, 
Energy Minister Ochilo Ayacko and his Zambian counterpart 
George Mpombo said the first phase of the project will be 
commissioned in 2007, and the second phase in 2012. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


UGANDA 


a. 121 bodies exhumed at Barlonyo camp: DR 
Martin Kalimenya, a pathologist exhuming bodies 
of civilians killed by the Lord’s Resistance Army 
rebels at Barlonyo camp on Feb 21, has put the 
figure of bodies recovered at 121, March 3. 


Briefing the Speaker, Edward. Ssekandi, at the camp, Feb 
28, Kalimenya said they had exhumed 45 male bodies, 49 
females and 19 juveniles, of which 14 were male and four 
females. 


"We have so far discovered 121 bodies and we have wrapped 
them in polythene bags waiting to be buried in a descent manner. 
But some of those identified were taken by their relatives while 
others were identified as rebels," Kalimenya said. 


On the dreadful day of the massacre, Erute North MP Charies 
Angiro Gutomoi had put the figure at 192. 


Massacre: Museveni puts blame on army: The Ugandan 
President, Yoweri Museveni, has blamed the devastating rebel 
attack in northern Uganda last weekend on ‘mistakes’ by the 
army and apologised to the region’s people. 


Visiting the area where local officials say more than 200 
unarmed civilians were hacked, shot and burned alive at a 
refugee camp, Museveni said the army should never have 
allowed the attack to occur. He recalled the region’s commander 
of army, headquarters for further training. 


“It is very sad, on behalf of the Government, or the army, | 
apologise to the people because the mistake is on the side of 
the army," Museveni said after visiting a hospital packed with 
survivors. 


"They (the army) did not coordinate well but we have got a 
long struggle, we shall overcome. We shall win, like we have 
won all other previous challenges," he added. 
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Rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army armed with mortars 
assault rifles and rocket-propelled grenades raided the Barlonyo 
camp, shooting people who tried to flee and burning others in 
their homes. 

b. 84 British MPs sign Kony Bill: British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair told President Yoweri Museveni 
to negotiate peace during his recent visit to London, 
a British minister said. 


The revelation comes as a key parliamentary motion calling 
for a peaceful resolution of the northern insurgency gains 
momentum. There are now 84 British MPs who have appended 
their signatures to the motion. 


President Yoweri Museveni visited the UK in January where, 
in a diplomatic coup against the insurgents, he got the prosecutor 
of the International Criminal Court (ICC) to announce during a 
joint press conference that it would investigate the Lord's 
Resistance Army, the first such decision at the request of a 
government. "[The] Prime Minister and | discussed the situation 
in northern Uganda with President Museveni during his visit to 
London on 29 January,” Chris Mullin, Parliamentary under-sec- 
retary of state for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, told the 
House of Commons recently. 


"We urged the President to seek a peaceful solution to the 
conflict, but we recognise that it is extremely difficult to negotiate 
with a terrorist organisation that has no known political agenda," 
Mr Mullin added. 


"The conflict in northern Uganda is probably the largest 
unresolved conflict in Africa at the moment. Some of the events 
occurring, such as the recent massacre at Lira, are unspeakable. 
We repeatedly impressed on the Ugandan government our view 
that there is no purely military solution to the conflict.” 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Uganda, page 1295:a] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Three journalists from ’The Herald’ dis- 
missed for working with VOA: RSF has called 
for the reinstatement of three journalists who were 
recently dismissed from the government daily The 
Herald because they worked with the American 
Song radio station Voice of America (VOA), a report 
said. 


The three journalists - sports editor Robson Sharuko and 
sports journalists Tendai Ndemera and Rex Mphisa - were 
dismissed from "The Herald" in early February. 


In a February 25 statement, the Media and Information 
Commission (MIC) said that Zimbabwean journalists’ collabora- 
tion with VOA ran contrary to "national interests and security," 
since the station is "among the media outlets that spread lies 
about this country, contributing to a deterioration in its image.” 

RSF said the dismissals were symptomatic of the state of 
press freedom in Zimbabwe. "The authorities are trying to cut 
all links with the outside worid by preventing a free exchange of 
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news,” the organisation said. "Journalists are restricted to writing 
about the president's ‘munificence.’ No initiative is tolerated 
because it is viewed as a threat to the Mugabe regime, which 
feels threatened by growing international pressure. ‘The Herald 
is, after all, the mouthpiece of the ruling party, so in effect the 
authorities are punishing their most fervent supporters," RSF 
added. 


b. Mercenaries plane nabbed in Harare: 
Zimbabwe has seized a US-registred cargo plane 
carrying 64 suspected mercenaries of various 
oe and a cargo of military gear, official 
said. 


The Boeing 727-100 aircraft was impounded, March 7, at 
Harare International Airport "after its owners had made a false 
deciaration of its cargo and crew," said home affairs (interior) 
minister Kembo Mohadi in a statement. “The plane was actually 
carrying 64 suspected mercenaries of various nationalities," 
Mohadi said, adding an investigation had also found military 
material. 


Authorities said no formal charges had been made. The US 
embassy in Harare said they had no details on the incident. 
Mohadi said more investigations were under way to establish 
the identities of the passengers and the nature of their trip. 


“There was a false declaration by the captain and also 
investigations are leading in that direction that these are possible 
mercenaries," Bvudzijena said. 


c. Even where the Soil is rich, Zimbabwe’s 
farmers go hungry: The grasslands surrounding 
Harare, the capital, are blessed with rich soil, good 
drainage and a temperate climate that comes from 
sitting a half mile above sea level. Amon Zim- 
budzana raises corn on four acres of it. 


Yet on a recent morning, he walked the mile from his thatched 
hut to a clearing in the bush here to collect sacks of free corn 
for his family from international relief workers. Zimbudzana is 
destitute—so destitute that the family celebrated the New Year 
with a 20 per cent back of Zimbabwean Kool Aid; so destitute 
that two children are unable to attend school for lack of the $6 
tuition; so destitute that he cannot buy food to feed his family 
until his own harvest, in April. 


Soon after the harvest, he will be destitute again. He expects 
to harvest about 45 kilograms of corn, enough to last about two 
weeks. 


"This is prime farmland," one relief worker said as Zim- 
budzana and 900 other waited to collect their sacks. "If people 
are suffering here, imagine what it must be like in other parts of 
the country". 


One need not imagine. As January ended, the United Nations 
and other relief agencies here quietly raised their estimate of 
Zimbabwe's "food insecure" population—essentially, those who 
have no ready access to the most basic daily diet-—from nearly 
half its 11.6 million citizens to two-thirds. 


February 26-March 11, 2004 


No other nation in Africa has such a high proportion of hungry 
citizens, the officials say. It is one more testament to the three 
years of eccnomic and social disintegration here. 


Zimbabwe's farm output—and in particular, its harvest of 
corn, the ccre of every diet—is plummeting. Last year’s April 
harvest totaled 816,466 metric tons, nearly 900 million metric 
tons short of what was needed. This year, crippled by inflation 
and seed stortages, farmers planted barely three-fourths of the 
corn sown in 2003. 


The Famine Early Warning System, an American-financed 
hunger watchdog, said in mid-February that recent heavier rains 
could erase some of that deficit. But even the most sanguine 
harvest forecasts leave Zimbabwe 40 per cent short of its needs. 


"The hervest is causing us great concern,” said Makena 
Walker, a spokeswoman for the United Nations World Food 
Programme in Harare. 


Two years of drought are partly to blame for the food 
shortages. Most experts say, however, that more responsibility 
rests with President Robert Mugabe’s government, whose 
seizure of commercial farms in recent years has destroyed 
large-scale agriculture, sent foreign investors fleeing and caused 
economic panic. 


The resulting hyperinflation, pegged lately at 620 per cent, 
has savaged family food budgets. One unpublished survey by 
relief organizations found that 9 in 10 urban households now 
survive on the equivalent of less than a dollar per person per 
day. 

The effect is not the kind of famine that Sudan and Ethiopia 
suffered in the 1980’s. Rather, Zimbabweans are slowly wasting 
away. Zimbabwe's AIDS pandemic—at least one in four is 
HIV-positive—-works in synergy with such deprivation, for the 
weak and underfed are often the first to fall ill. 


"Normally", said one expert, "if you’re treating kids under 5 
with a therapeutic feeding programe for malnutrition, your 
mortality is less than 5 per cent. In theory, they should walk away 
with their parents after a couple of weeks. Instead, we're getting 
mortality rates between 20 and 30 per cent. 


Zimbudzana is unemployed. He and his wife nevertheless 
have taken in four children, two from a relative’s broken marriage; 
two orphaned by a mother’s AIDS. 


They live in three tiny huts next to his cornfields and a handful 
Of peach rees, surviving on donations from World Vision and 
the World Food Programme, the few bottlefish he catches in a 
nearby stream and whatever they can earn from begging and 
selling possessions. 


"Somstimes we sell our clothes," said Gertrude 
Chokurongwera, who is married to Zimbudzana. Sometimes 
neighbors gave the family food, her husband said, but not often. 
"We're all the same," he said during a chat in the hut that serves 
as the family kitchen. "There’s no food", 


Mugabe’s government blames a conspiracy of what he calls 
racist Western governments for Zimbabwe's food woes. Yet 
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today, all that separates this nation from starvation is the donated 
corn, sorghum and high-protein soy flour, 80 per cent of it from 
Europe and the United States, funneled through the United 
Nations and global charities. It is not enough. 


World Food Programme officials say their workers are global 
charities will be able to feed only about 5.5 million Zimbabweans 
until the harvest comes in. That is 2 million fewer than the number 
in need. 


(SOURCE: New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi and Telegraph, 
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a. African Union to establish "standby 
force": Leaders across Africa have agreed on a 
common defence and security policy, that for the 
first time gives the fledgling African Union authority 
to intervene in border wars and internal conflicts on 
the continent, officials said. 


A formal announcement of the draft declaration outlining the 
new policy was expected at the conclusion of the two-day 
pan-African summit later. The Mozambiqur President, Joaquim 
Chissano, said the Union would establish a "standby force" of 

coflict zones at short 
notice. RD. 2s eer sec = 

“A defence policy for Africa was agreed,” Chissano said after 
emerging from a vast white desert tent in the Mediterranean city 
of Sirte, where the Libyan leader, Muammar Qadhafi, hosted 
African Presidents at an elaborate red-carpet dinner complete 
with booming fireworks. 


"This policy will be implemented. In the first stage we will 
have what we called a standby force," Chissano said. 


He declined to give details, but draft copies of the declaration 
call for the creation of five regional brigades that would be 
dispatched under the authority of the African Union Peace and 
Security Council-another new body modelled on the UN Security 
Council. 

b. UN to stop funding some NGOs: The UN 
agencies that sponsor AIDS programmes say they 
will no longer direct funds to non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in some sub-Saharan states 
because they lacked accountability. 


NGOs, March 7, called the move retrogressive, saying it 
would harm efforts to fight the epidemic in a region where some 
26.6 million people are estimated to be infected with the deadly 
HIV virus or have full-blown AIDS. 


Koichiro Matsuura, who chairs the funding committee for 
UNAIDS, the UN agency that leads the fight against the epidemic 
said, March 6, the UN agencies endorsed a proposal by Zambia 
and Zimbabwe to stop channeling AIDS funds to NGOs because 
they lacked accountability. 

(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras) 
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Chad is aboh S new petro statė 


Chad, among the poorest countries in the world, 
now Africa's newest petrostate. 


lts $3.7 billion underground pipeline, stretching 1,078 kilo- 
meters, began ferrying crude oil through neighbouring Cameroon 
to the Atlantic coast in 2003. The pipeline is the largest single 
private investment in Africa. 


Because the pipeline stands to transform this landlocked 
country, for better or worse, Chad is under a special glare—from 
the oil industry, global lending institutions and development 
groups. 


The investment came with some rules: the oil revenues are 
to be transparent, and the government is to use the wealth to 
better the miserable lives of its nine million citizens. A citizens’ 
committee reviews all spending to see that it conforms to the 
law. 


If the rules work as intended, they could set a new model 
for the oil business in Africa. 


But if the usual corruption sets in, if democratic reforms 
are postponed, it will be just one more case of the spectacular 
misery that has befallen Africa's oil states, like Sudan, where 
oil greased the engines of war, or neighbouring Nigeria, where 
living standards plummeted since oi! production began 40 years 
ago. 


“You're dealing with a government that’s certainly not a model 
of governance," said Jerome Chevallier, who oversees the 
pipeline for the World Bank, which partly financed the project. 


it is the World Bank’s first foray into oii development, and 
early missteps since the project began in 2000 suggest that the 
risks are indeed formidable. 


When the group of oil companies offered a $25 million 
"signing bonus" four years ago, the government spent the first 
chunk on weapons and another on offices. 


According to the oversight committee, one ministry tried to 
buy rice and millet at twice the market price. Another wanted six 
off-road vehicles. The committee blocked many of those 
requests. 


"We said, ‘No, no, no guys, too much,” recalled its chairman, 
Mahamat Mustapha. 


This year, Chad will see its first oil royalties, about $100 
million, an amount that will enlarge the government treasury by 
about 40 per cent, virtually overnight. 


There is no dearth of need. Electricity and water are too 
expensive for a majority of people and the average Chadian can 
expect to die before his 45th birthday. 


The per capita income barely exceeds $1,000 a year. Chad 
ranks 165th of 173 countries on the United Nations Human 
Development Index. 


Critics say it is foolhardy to expect a leadership with a record 
of repression and mismanagement to do anyeng but use its 
new wealth to crush opponents. 


The government, for its part, points out that no country has 
ever opened its reverues to such scrutiny. "I can only say: ‘Wait. 
Wait until the revenues are spent,” said Tom Erdimi, the state’s 
liaison to the project. 


Today, many villagers are unhappy about the payment they 
got for the oil under their land. In the end, Chadian villagers 
affected by pipeline construction received $6.3 million in 
compensation, an impressive amount by the standards of this 
country, but as some villagers note, a fraction of the investment 
made. A few villagers have used compensation money to put 
tin roofs on their huts. Others have spent it on beer. 


The oil wells sprouted in millet fields, and the social landscape 
was transformed. A schoolteacher took a job guarding an oll 
well. Prostitutes and bartenders trickled in. 


ExxonMobil says that its compensation packages included 
schools and health centers for the most affected villages. 


Ron Royal, president of the ExxonMobil subsidiary Esso 
Exploration and Production Chad Inc, said the government had 
asked for more: one asked for electricity, another an off-road 
vehicle. Royal declined. 


“They see we have so much. ‘Why can't you give a little? 
Because there’s a principle here. You've got this responsibility. 
We've got this responsibility". 

(SOURCE: New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Parliament passes Bill on Territory, urban 
regulation: Angola’s National Assembly (parlia- 
ment) passed into law, March 24, the Bill on territory 
and urban Regulation following a heated discussion 
marked by contrasting positions with opposition 
UNITA party deputies. 


UNITA’s parliament bench, as well as PLD’s deputy, Marta 
Cristina, dsfended the approval of the diploma simultaneously 
with the Land Bill, in view of the connections between the two 
drafts. 


MPLA parliamentary whip, Bornito de Sousa, explained that 
despite having political implications, the Bill was fundamentally 
techno-juridical and its approval would not affect the regulation 
of others put forward by UNITA colleagues. 


“There is an inter-connection with other matters, but this 
diploma has a very concrete ambit, as it sets a framework that 
will permit to deal with the concerns presented through the 
regulation”, he stressed. 


b. Trade pact with Namibia signed: The 
governments of Namibia and Angola signed two 
agreements at Walvis Bay, March 21, at the end of 
a state visit to Namibia by President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos. 


The two agreements will serve to strengthen investment and 
trade relations between both countries, according to a joint 
communique issued at the occasion. 


The Agreement on Trade and Economic Co-operation will 
facilitate preferential trade between the two countries, said 
Andrew Ndishishi, Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry. 


The Promotion and Reciprocal Protection of Invest- 
ment Agreement will facilitate investments by the two 
countries. 


Japan to provide food aid: Angola and Japan, March 19, 
signed notes under which the latter will provide Angola food 
aid, under a US $1.8 million project, named "KR1", starting in 
2005. 


Angolan Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Francisco 
Romao, and the Japanese Ambassador, Tsunneshige Liyam, 
signed the agreement. 


(SOURCE: Namibian, Windhoek) 
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BENIN 


a. CPJ condemns journalist’s imprisonment: 
The ‘Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) con- 
demned the imprisonment of Jean-Baptiste Hounk- 
onnou, March 22, publication director of the 
independent daily Le Nouvel Essor, which is based 
4 Parakou, a city in the eastern central region of 

enin. 


Honkounnou was arrested and imprisoned following a March 
16 court conviction on charges of criminal defamation. The charges 
stem from a December 2003 article that alleged that a local 
resident had committed adultery. In addition to receiving six months 
in prison, Hounkonnou was sentenced to pay 600,000 CFA francs 
(US$1,120) in damages and a 200,000 CFA francs (US$375) fine, 
local journalists said. 


"As an organization of journalists dedicated to defending our 
colleagues worldwide, we believe that journalists should never 
be jailed for their work," said CPJ Executive Director Ann Cooper. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


`- BURKINA FASO 


a. 4,000 borewells for arid rural areas: The 
government has launched a US$ 3.2 million pro- 
gramme to provide clean drinking water to rural 
Burkina Faso, it was reported, March 24. 


The two-year programme launched recently aims to drill 
4,000 borewells throughout the country. By the time the 
programme is completed 95 per cent of the population should 
have access to clean drinking water. "We have the conviction 
that investing in water and sewerage will have a quick and 
significant effect on poverty reduction," Salif Diallo, Minister for 
Water, Agriculture and Water Resources said. 


b. Meningitis kills more than 400 people: 
Meningitis has killed 403 people between January 
1 and March 7, in Burkina Faso, where 2,060 cases 
have been reported, a report said, March 16. 


According to the Ministry of Health, the disease has reached 
epidemic proportions in two of the country’s 53 districts— 
Diebougou in the’ south west and Nanoro in the central region. 


c. Donors pledge $2 billion for anti-poverty 
efforts: Donors have pledged US$2 billion in grants 
and loans to Burkina Faso for 2004-2006, to support 
the drive to reduce poverty in one of the world’s 
poorest countries, it was reported, March 12. 


~n 
z 
we 


4340 


The commitments came at a meeting in Ouagadougou, the 
capital, recently chaired by Prime Minister Ernest Paramanga 
Yonli and UNDP Associate Administrator Zphirin Diabr. UNDP 
collaborated with the Government to organize the event. 


About 70 per cent of the pledges are for grants and the 
remainder will be loans. The new assistance does not include 
steps to reduce the country’s external debt burden through the 
World Bank’s heavily indebted poor countries (HIPC) initiative. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


BURUNDI 


a. 9,775 fighters repatriated, says MONUC: A 
total of 9,775 Rwandan, Ugandan and Burundian 
combatants and their dependents have been repa- 
triated so far through the disarmament, demobilisa- 
tion, repatriation, reintegration and resettlement 
(DDRRR) programme in the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DR), Hamadoun Toure, spokesman 
for the UN Mission, MONUC said on March 24. 


MONUC said it had achieved the goal set by its chief, William 
Swing, to repatriate 10,000 non-Congolese combatants before 
the end of March. 


Since it began two years ago, the DDRRR programme has 
overseen the repatriation of 6,437 combatants and 3,338 of their 
dependents. Rwandans made up the largest part of this total, 
with 6,185 repatriated, of whom 3,032 were civilian dependents; 
505 Ugandans, of whom 202 were dependents; and 3,085 
Burundians, of whom 2,635 returned spontaneously to Burundi 
without the help of MONUC. 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1250:a] 


World Bank approves $84 m project: The World Bank 
approved a total of US$84.17 million in post-conflict financing of 
two reconstruction projects in Burundi, to assist the government 
in consolidating peace and creating a foundation for economic 
development through the demobilization and reintegration of 
ex-combatants and the rehabilitation of the country’s road 
infrastructure, a report said, March 18. 


Agrant of US$33 million was approved to support the Burundi 
Emergency Demobilization, Reinsertion and Reintegration Pro- 
gram. The program aims to help the Government of Burundi 
consolidate the peace process by supporting the demobilization 
of combatants and their social and economic return to civilian 
life. 


This program has been developed within the framework of 
the Multi-Country Demobilization and Reintegration Program for 
the greater Great Lakes region, a regional partnership initiative 
comprising seven governments and over 40 donor and multilat- 
eral agencies. 


13 killed, thousands displaced in army-rebel clash: 
At least 13 people were killed and thousands displaced, 
March 17, following fighting between the Burundian army 
and Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL) rebels in Kabezi 


African Chronicle 


March 12-24, 2004 


Commune, in the western province of Bujurnbura Rural, an 
official said, March 18. 


"The army was chasing FNL rebels, both sides used shells, 
one shell fell on my house, killing three people but | escaped,” 
Felicien Ntahombaye, the administrator of Kabezi, said. "The 
fighting lasted several hours till late evening.” 


Army spokesman Maj. Adolphe Manirakiza told IRIN that 10 
rebels died in the fighting. 


Ntahombaye said several people were wounded when shells 
hit a camp for internally displaced people (IDPs) in the commune. 
"The situation caused panic among the people and tens of 
thousands of Kabezi residents have fled, some towards the 
neighbouring commune of Muhuta," he said. "The people have 
fled, the area is not accessible, and | don't know what their 
situation is," he said. "| am now busy organising the burial of 
the people who were killed." : 


b. Torrential rains displace thousands in 
Bubanza: Thousands of people urgently need aid 
after their homes and crops were destroyed, March 
7, following torrential rains in Rugazi Commune in 
Burundi’s northwestern province of Bubanza, a local 
official said, March 12. 


The administrator of Rugazi, Do Manirakiza, said the rains 
had displaced some 2,500 households, comprising an estimated 
10,000 people. 


"The rains also destroyed fields of beans and legumes," he 
said. He added that Ruce and Rugazi zones were the most 
affected areas. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. EU aid for elections: The European Union 
(EU) will give aid to the Central African Republic 
(CAR) after it holds fair and democratic general 
elections, the head of the EU delegation in the CAR, 
Joseph Loveras, said on March 24. 


State-owned Radio Centrafrique reported that Loveras made 
the remarks when he met CAR Vice-President Abe! Goumba in 
the capital, Bangui. 


Loveras was quoted as saying that the EU would only support 
specific social and humanitarian projects in the CAR during the 
transitional period, scheduled to end in early 2005. He said the 
EU would intensify financial cooperation with the CAR only after 
“transparent, fair and democratic” elections were held. 


He urged CAR leader Francois Bozize to respect the 
transitional calendar until its end in 2005. 


Bozize seized power on 15 March from President Ange-Felix 
Patasse after a six-month rebellion. During talks with the new 
CAR officials, the EU has maintained that it would only recognise 
the administration if democratic elections were held. 
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b. Journalist sentenced to six months in jail: 
Judes Zoss, publication director of the inde- 
pendence L'Hirondelle (The Swallow) was sen- 
tenced, March 12, to six months in prison and fined 
200,000 CFA francs (US$375). 


He was charged with “insulting the head of state." 


` "This harsh sentence belies the CAR government's stated 
commitmsnt to press freedom," said Ann Cooper, executive 
director cf the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ). “We call 
on authorities in CAR to release Judes Zoss immediately and 
unconditionally.” 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1297:a] 


‘CHAD 


a. Cross-border conflict escalates: Chadian 
troops nave successfully crossed into Darfur, west- 
ern Sudan, to rescue cattle stolen by Sudanese 
militias Known as Janjawid, according to UN 
sources, a report said, March 16. 


Chacian soldiers had crossed into Gogei, Western Darfur, to 
collect cattle, following an agreement signed recently between 
presidenis Idriss Deby of Chad and Umar al-Bashir of Sudan. 


The agreement allowed Chadian soldiers to_cross into 
Sudanese territory to chase away “rebels”, but was being used 
to chase away Janjawid militias. 


For the last six weeks, Janjawid - roaming the region in gangs 
of hundreds mounted on horses and camels, have been 
mounting almost daily attacks on Chadian territory to steal 
livestock from refugees who have fled from Darfur. 


In ore such incident on March 7, 35 armed men stole 100 
cattle from two border sites, killing one refugee in his hut and 
wounding another. 


On both sides of the largely unguarded 1,350-km border 
between the two countries, the military presence has reportedly 
increased in recent days. © 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Chad, page 1285: a] 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. Power cut delays release of election 
results: An unexpected power cut at the weekend 
has delayed the release of results in the first round 
of legislative polls in the Comoros, a senior official 
said, March 15. 


Dini Nassur, spokesman for Grand Comore President Abdou 
Elbak, confirmed the electoral commission had only provisionally 
releasec two results, giving one seat in the Grande Comore 
parliament to Elbak and the other to Union President Azaili 
Assoumani. 


On March 14, 325,000 registered voters could elect a 
separate parliament for each of the three islands - Grande 
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Comore, Anjouan and Moheli - with a total of 55 seats between 
them. The legislative polls, delayed for more than a year by the 
controversy over constitutional powers, are the last step in a 
process of regionally mediated national reconciliation that will 
unite the islands in a federal system. 


_ (SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
[Background Info. Comoro Islands, page 1251:a] 


CONGO 


a. NGO helps educate 737 Pygmy children in 
Lekoumou: The US-based NGO International Part- 
nership for Human Development (IPHD) is helping 
737 indigenous (or “Pygmy") children to remain in 
schools in Sibiti District, in the southwestern 
Republic of Congo, Paul Mouanga, an IPHD 
representative said, March 18. 


“To heip motivate them the children received school supplies, 
uniforms and laundry soap," Mouanga said in the capital, 
Brazzaville. “We also help to ensure they receive medical 
attention on a regular basis so that they do not abandon classes 
during the harvest or hunting seasons, canteens have been 
installed so they can eat at school.” 


The project, which is run in collaboration with the Ethnic 
Minority Pygmy Association (l'Association Minorite Ethnique 
Pygmee), targets 14 schools at present. 


b. Crackdown on crime extended by six 
months: The government has announced that it 
would be extending for six months a three-month 
crackdown on crime in the capital Brazzaville. 


The announcement was made on March 15 by Brig-Gen 
Gilbert Moukoki, head of the National Gendarmerie, and head 
of "Operation Espoir” (Hope), as the prcject has been dubbed. 
The operation was originally launched in late December 2003 
following two nights of unrest and violence in suburbs in the 
south of the city. 


"Nearly everyone agrees that thanks to Operation Espoir, 
crime has been significantly reduced in Brazzaville," the 
government said. "Stick-ups, which had become common 
practice, have nearly ended, due to the dissuasive effect of the 
police forces that have been patrolling the streets of Brazzaville 
both day and night." 


(SOURCE: Independent, Harare and Telegraph, Calcutta) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Refugees arrive in Zambia after fresh 
clashes: A senior Zambian official said on March 
24 the authorities were investigating reports that 
hundreds of Congolese had crossed into Zambia 
over the last two weeks as a result of fighting in 
southeastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 


(See also Zambia, page 1319:a) 


The Zambian Commissioner for Refugees, Jacob Mpepo, 
told IRIN that a security team had been sent to Kilwa Island, 
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about 150 kilometres from the DRC-Zambia border to “screen” 
the arrivals. Earlier it was reported that more than 1,000 DRC 
nationals had fled to Zambia after renewed fighting between 
Mayi-Mayi rebels and government troops in Dikulushi in Katanga 
Province in DRC. 


b. Sleeping sickness outbreak in Katende, 
Kasai: An outbreak of sleeping sickness has been 
reported in Katende health zone, 90 km northeast 
of Kananga, capital of Kasai Occidental Province in 
south-central Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), according to Dr Victor Kande Betukumesu, 
director of the Congo’s national programme to fight 
the disease, a report said, March 15. 


“Our representatives on the ground have recorded more than 
a dozen cases of the illness," he said. He added that the disease 
had already caused a number of deaths that had not been 
registered owing to a lack of infrastructure, public understanding 
of the illness and health personne! in the region. 


"Because of a lack of infrastructure, numerous people 
suffering from the disease must travel great distances to 
Kananga or Mbuji-Mayi [capital of neighbouring Kasai Occidental 
Province], while the majority of the sick are not identified because 
they remain in their villages outside the Katende health zone," 
he added. - 


“The majority of people suffering from trypanosomiasis 
[sleeping sickness] believe they are suffering from malaria, 
because the two illnesses present the same symptoms,” he said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ERITREA 


a. Deadlock over border ruling drags on: 
Eritrea has reiterated its opposition to the appoint- 
ment of a UN special envoy tasked to help break 
the deadlock affecting the peace process with 
Ethiopia, the United Nations said, March 18. 


Eritrean Brig-Gen Abrahaley Kifle rejected international calls 
for Eritrean officials to meet newly appointed Special Envoy Lloyd 
Axworthy, according to the UN. 


Abrahaley's rebuff came just days after the UN Security 
Council had urged Asmara to meet the former Canadian foreign 
minister to try and move the stalled peace process forward. 


Axworthy visited the region in February, but failed to secure 
a meeting with Eritrean President Isayas Afeworki. 


After their two-year border war ended in 2000, Ethiopia and 
Eritrea agreed to form an independent boundary commission, 
but Ethiopia subsequently rejected the commission's April 2002 
ruling as “unjust and illegal" and called for talks. 


Eritrea insists that any discussions can only be held after the 
new border has been demarcated. 


A statement issued by the UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea 
(UNMEE) quoted Abrahaley as saying that the time was right 
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for demarcation to be implemented but not for appointing special 
envoys. 


b. First medical school opens: The Ministry of 
Health has established the Orotta School of Medi- 
cine in Asmara, the first medical school in Eritrea. 


After more than a year of hard work by Eritrean and expatriate 
professors and health experts, with the full participation of the 
Eritrean Ministry of Health, the school has admitted its first 
students on February 16. 


As the first class entry, 32 students have been admitted to 
the programme and of these 6 are women. Majority of the 
students have attended three years of University studies 
majoring in biology, chemistry, pharmacy, or nursing, and the 
rest have completed their undergraduate studies in the sciences 
at the University of Asmara. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. UN appeals for funds to help 15,000 IDPs: 
Warning of the deteriorating situation of 15,000 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) in eastern 
Ethiopia, the United Nations relief coordination 
branch, March 16, appealed to the international 
community ‘for an immediate contribution of 
$180,000 to start up reintegration efforts and 
prevent the situation from worsening. 


"There is a need to respond with timely assistance,” the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said 
in a special alert on the situation in the Hartishek and Fafen 
camps in Ethiopia’s Somali region, where it is seeking donor 
funding for the return and reintegration initially of 6,000 IDPs to 
their areas of origin. 


The UN Development Programme (UNDP) has allocated 
$150,000 to an economic recovery programme, but OCHA said 
an additional $180,000 is needed to begin the first phase of 
transportation, reintegration and medical screening. 


it has not been possible to continue regular food distribution 
to 8,000 IDPs in Fafen where the local population, who are no 
longer included in general food distribution, resent the alloca- 
tions, OCHA said. 


(SOURCE: Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa) 
GHANA 


a. National health insurance scheme 
launched: President John Kufuor launched, March 
18, a National Insurance Health Scheme to offer 
affordable medical care, especially to the poor and 
vulnerable among Ghana's 19 million people. 


Adult Ghanaians are to pay a monthly minimum subscription 
of six thousand Ghanaian cedis (US $0.66). The government 
will cater for health treatment of the aged, the poor as well as 
children of parents who both subscribe to the scheme. 
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The national daily minimum wage is currently pegged at 
9,200 cedis, an equivalent of one US dollar. 


“Ghana is a poor country straddled with many problems, all 
demanding priority attention. The scheme is the solution for the 
health care sector and the only viable alternative to the outdated 
and rigid system of cash and carry," Kufuor said in the capital, 
Accra, at the official launch of the scheme. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


GUINEA 


a. 1,500 Liberians trapped in Guinea: Liberian 
Deputy Internal Affairs Minister for Administration, 
Chief Jerry Gonyon, March 18, said he was 
appealing to the Government of Guinea for the 
release of more than 1,500 Liberian refugees who 
he said were being detained at the Guinea-Mali 
border by Guinea allegedly for subversive reasons. 


Interestingly, it seems that it was based on information from 
Chief Gonyon himself that resulted in the Government of Guinea 
taking such security measures against the Liberian Refugees 
who were returning home from Ghana. 


A senior official at the Guinean Embassy said his govern- 
ment had taken tough security measures at its borders based 
on information of planned subversive activities against Guinea 
as had been leaked by Chief Jerry Gonyon. 


He dsclosed that some of the returnees who were being 
referred to by Chief Gonyon were ordered back to Ghana by his 
government. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Army alerted against rebels: The army has 
been ardered to help maintain public order by a 
presidential decree in what is the latest sign of rising 
politica tensions. 


Oppcsition and rebel politicians are planning to stage a 
demonstration for peace regardless of an official ban on such 
protests, a report said, March 23. 


Talks between President Laurent Gbagbo and his opponents, 
March 22, failed to break the political impasse. Gbagbo’s critics 
within the government of reconciliation, who include rebel forces 
known as the New Forces, said the march for peace would still 
go ahead in the commercial capital Abidjan. 


UN envoy urges parties to follow peace agreement: The 
United Nations envoy to Ivory Coast, March 23, called on the 
post-con‘lict West African country to support new negotiations 
so that problems with key peace accords can be ironed out. 


Towards that end, the Special Representative of the Secre- 
tary-Gereral, Albert Tvodjr, said "a Memorandum of Political 
Signatories of the Linas-Marcoussis and Accra II Agreements, 
was handed over to the Head of State, March 23." 
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The first of those texts was signed in Linas-Marcoussis, 
France, in January 2003, ending fierce fighting between the 
Government and the then-rebellious Forces Nouvelles which 
together formed a government of national unity. 


In March 2003, 10 signatories to that pact met in Ghana and 
reached the Accra II agreement, which sets out the procedures 
for resolving the impasse over the appointment of the Ministers 
for Defence and Internal Security. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. ivory Coast, page 1300:b] 


KENYA 


a. Muslims want Saudi aid ban lifted: Coast 
Muslims, concerned that development projects in 
the area could stall, now want a ban on funding 
from the Middle East lifted, a report said, March 15. 


The Supreme Council of Kenyan Muslims (Supkem) led other 
organisations in petitioning President Kibaki to let two non-gov- 
ernmenta! organisations from Saudi Arabia resume financial aid 
to Islamic institutions in the country. 


The aid embargo, the Muslim leaders said, had retarded the 
implementation of many development projects, especially at the 
Coast. 


The other organisations included the Kenya Assembly of 
Ulamas (Kauli), Wise Community of Kenya Muslims (Wickem), 
South Coast Council of Imams (SCIPK) and the National Union 
oi Kenya Muslims (Nukem). 


Sheikh Juma Ngao, Supkem’s Mombasa branch chairman, 
said Madrassas and Muslim colleges that were being sponsored 
by the organisations had stopped functioning due to lack of funds. 


He said Madrassas, which offer vital tslamic classes to 
teenagers, were disintegrating due a shortage of funds. 


b. Rwanda, Kenya sign trade pact: Kenya and 
Rwanda have launched an initiative to access 
markets for their agricultural products. 


They will cooperate in areas of research, training, technical 
assistance and crop and animal production. 


Under a memorandum of understanding signed by the 
respective ministers for Agriculture in Nairobi, March 15, the 
countries agreed to cooperate in horticulture, tea, coffee and 
cereals sectors. 


The memorandum, signed by Kenya’s Kipruto Kirwa (Agri- 
culture) and Joseph Munyao (Livestock and Fisheries Develop- 
ment), and Rwanda’s Ephraim Kabaija (Agriculture), said the 
countries would support each other in improvement of livestock 
industry. 


Rwanda imports 60 per cent of its products from Kenya, 
according to Dr Kabaija. 


The two countries also agreed to cooperate in the improve- 
ment of fisheries and fish farming. 
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The parties agreed to form a joint commission chaired by 
the permanent secretaries of the respective ministries. The 
commission will implement and follow-up the memorandum of 
understanding. 


c. Egypt Offers $2m aid for water project: 
Egypt has given Kenya a $2 million (Sh154 million) 
grant for the drilling of boreholes countrywide, a 
report said, March 22. 


The Egyptian Minister of Water resources and Irrigation, 
Dr Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, said the money will be used to fund 
the third phase of a borehole-drilling project in the country- 
side. 


Zeid made the announcement at Nairobi’s Safari Park Hotel 
where he attended a meeting of the Nile Basin Council of 
Ministers. The Egyptian government, through a technical coop- 
eration agreement, has helped Kenya drill boreholes in 13 
districts over the past six years. 


Districts that have benefited from the programme include 
- Baringo, Koibatek, Machakos, Kajiado, Kitui, Mwingi, Meru North, 
Isiolo, Marsabit, Tana River, Makueni, Taita-Taveta and Kericho. 
The second phase of the programme, which was undertaken 
under the supervision of an Egyptian geologist Awsy Khalil Ali, 
came to an end early in 2002. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. Violence flares in Buchanan: Violence 
erupted, March 20, in Liberia’s second city, Bucha- 
nan, about 120 km southeast of the capital, 
Monrovia. 


According to reports from Buchanan, fighters from the rebel 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia (MODEL) ran amok, looting 
property and harassing civilians. One civilian was later confirmed 
dead. 


Witnesses who fled the area and later contacted IRIN talked 
of MODEL fighters letting of weapons at random intervals, 
causing civilian casualties. 


Reacting to the situation, the Force Commander of the United 
Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), Lieutenant-General Daniel 
Opande, confirmed the violence in Buchanan in a radio addréss, 
March 21. 


Opande said the problems had started when a MODEL 
combatant had tried to wrest food away from a civilian and had 
then beaten the civilian after he resisted. 


b. UN presents new list of people banned 
from travel: The UN Security Council has pre- 
sented a new list of nearly 50 associates of former 
President Charles Taylor who should be confined 
to their own countries - fewer than half of the number 
previously restricted, it was reported, March 19. 


The 47 people include those senior members of the former 
Taylor Government and their spouses as well as members of 
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Liberia's former armed forces who retain links to Taylor, or who 
are supporting armed rebel groups, a Council sanctions 
committee said. 


The 16 March update is governed by resolution 1521, and 
supersedes the list of 115 people named on a revised list of 
June 2003 that fulfilled an earlier Council measure, resolution 
1343 passed in 2001. 


The Council has called on all UN Member States to "take 
the necessary measures to prevent the entry into or transit 
through their territories of all such individuals, as designated by 
the Committee, who constitute a threat to the peace process in 
Liberia, or who are engaged in activities aimed at undermining 
peace and stability in Liberia and the sub-region.” 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


MALAGASY 


a. Thousands hit by cyclone Gafilo: Humani- 
tarian agencies were gearing up, March 16, to assist 
close to 110,000 people after a tropical cyclone hit 
ttre al twice in the past 10 days, a report said, 

arc 


The death toll from Gafilo now stands at 74 and an estimated 
200,000 people are without shelter, according to officials. 


The cyclone struck the northeastern part of the Indian Ocean 
island on March 7, and moved northwards. It returned on March 
9 and hit the southwest. 


The toll does not include the 113 people still listed as missing 
after a ferry failed to arrive in the port a day after Gafilo first 
hit the island. 


"Now that we have done an assessment, we can say that 
the damage from the cyclone is a lot worse than we expected. 


‘Some areas have been completely destroyed," UN Country 


Representative Bouri Sanhouidi said. 


Most of the damage was caused by flooding in the wake of 
Gafilo's 225 km/hr winds. "This raises the possibility of the 
outbreak of waterborne disease, but a long-term concern is the 
destruction of crops and increased food insecurity," Sanhouidi 
added. 


According to the latest situation report from the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), roads and bridges 
connecting the northern port city of Antalaha to outlying villages 
were inaccessible. 


UNICEF rushes emergency food supply: The United 
Nations Children's Fund in Madagascar flew in 36 tons of 
emergency supplies, March 12, to aid in the relief efforts initiated 
after the devastation caused by Cyclone Gafilo. 


UNICEF estimates that 10,000 children under the age of five 
and 2,500 pregnant and lactating women have been affected by 
the cyclone. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


a. SA, Mozambique arrest illegal poachers: 
South Africa, March 11, helped Mozambique 
authorities arrest a foreign trawler suspected of 
poaching in the country’s waters. 


Minister of Environmental Affairs and Tourism Valli Moosa 
said a South African vessel and crew had been in Mozambique 
for three days following a request for assistance in this regard. 
“This moming the patrol vessel was able to arrest a foreign 
vessel poaching in Mozambique, the vessel is possibly from the 
Far East,“ minister Moosa announced. 


The vessel used by South Africa is the Eagle Star, and had 
been attached by the Asset Forfeiture Unit from Hout Bay Fishing 


Industries in the Western Cape two years ago. It was forfeited — 


to the Stace in 2001 as part of a plea bargain in the case against 
the company found guilty of illegal fishing. 


- The Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
announced in 2003 that the vessel would be used in efforts to 
curb illegal fishing. The department's Deputy Director-General 
Horst Kleinschmidt said the vessel had been refurbished to 
become a training vessel for patrol officers. 


(SOURCE: Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Government stops farm evictions: The 
outright eviction of farmworkers has been banned 
with immediate effect and in terms of a new policy 
unveiled by the Ministry of Labour on March 18. 


The "Government Temporary Intervention Policy on Evic- 
tions’, ccmes into effect amid pledges from both agricultural 
workers and employers’ representatives to adhere to it. 


The eviction and dumping of farmworkers has resulted in a 
number of battles between commercial farmers, trade unions 
and the government. 


"We need to restore peace in the agricultural sector and drive 
towards creating common understanding (between farm owners 
and workers)," Secretary General of the Namibia Farm Workers 
Union (Nafwu), Alfred Angula, said, March 18, when welcoming 
the policy. 


Chainnan of the Agricultural Employers Association Hellmut 
Fortsch also supported the interim arrangement. Fortsch ex- 
pressed the hope that “labour disputes in future will stay out of 
politics and be solved as soon as possible without creating unrest 
and social harm". 


"The intervention policy seeks to prohibit, in no uncertain 
terms, outright evictions... this policy prohibits any employer or 
farm owner from dumping their employees with their property on 
road reserves, at property gates or any other place... ,“ Labour 
Minister Marco Hausiku declared. , 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
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NIGER | 


a. Troops, Islamic militants clash: Government 
troops and members of an armed Islamic group 
have clashed in recent weeks in the north of Niger, 
oe Hassane Bonto told parliament on 

arc 


Bonto said there were three clashes between the armed 
forces and the Salafist Group for Preaching and Combat (GSPC 
- le groupe salafiste pour la prdication et le combat) between 
22 February and 5 March. 


The first two occurred in Midal, over 600 km north of 
the capital, Niamey, and in the Air Mountains in the extreme 
north. 


The latest clash came after the armed forces received a 
tip-off that GSPC members were about 100 km from a military 
outpost in the northeast. 


“After troop reinforcements were sent," Bonto said, “our 
forces pursued the GSPC elements to the Chadian border, 
around Tchigai region" in the extreme northeast. 


He said 43 GSPC militants were killed and five were taken 
prisoner, including one Niger national. Three Chadian soldiers 
died and 18 were wounded, while the Niger armed forces did 
not register any casualties, according to the minister. 


Caught between the Chadian and Niger armies, the militants 
fled, leaving five vehicles —four of them equipped with 14.5-mm 
anti-aircraft guns—six mortars, six Thuraya satellite phones, two 
night-vision binoculars, mortars, AK-47s and a sizeable quantity 
of other arms and ammunition. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


NIGERIA 


a. Six killed, 100 houses razed in communal 
clashes: Six people have been killed and over 100 
houses razed in a violent clash between natives 
and other inhabitants of Agboghol in southern 
Makurdi, the Benue State capital. 


Unconfirmed reports, however, put the death toll at about 
ten, a report said on March 23. 


Over 2,000 victims of the violence including women and 
children are now taking refuge in churches, school buildings and 
in homes of relatives or friends. 


Benue State Police Commissioner Johnson Uzcegbunam 
said 22 people have so far been arrested in connection with the 
clashes. "So far we have had six deaths," "we are still combing 
the crises area," where some people have been arrested with 
machetes, knives and guns. 


On March 21, clashes began when a group of youths 
operating under the auspices of MINDA, a pressure group, 
organised themselves and started burning down the houses of 
other inhabitants of Agboghol area, who are not natives of the 
area. 
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b. Police arrest kidnappers in Lagos: A 
syndicate which specialised in kidnapping has been 
smashed by detectives attached to the Ports 
Authority Police Command, a report said, March 23. 


The kidnappers, according to the Ports Authority Police 
Coordinator, Diipo Ayeni, stormed the corporate building of the 
Nigeria Ports Authority, Marina, Lagos, with intent to kidnap two 
staffers of the Engineering Department of NPA on March 11. 
The suspects claimed they were police officers from the Force 
CID, Alagbon. 


Following a tip-off, detectives arrested the fake police officers 
and found fake identity cards and a forged warrant of arrest 
when they were searched. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Nigeria, page 1302:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Uganda denies reports its missiles had 
brought down the plane carrying Rwanda, Bu- 
rundi presidents: Uganda has denied a report in 
an American newsletter that it supplied the missiles 
that shot down the plane carrying the slain presi- 
dents of Rwanda and Burundi in 1994, a report said, 
March 23. | 


The report "Nobody Can Call It a "Plane Crash" Now!" which 
also accuses UN Secretary General Kofi Annan of covering up 
the matter, was published in the March 6-7 edition of Counter- 
punch, a political newsletter. 


According to Counterpunch, the missiles that shot down the 
Falcon jet carrying President Juvenal Habyarimana of Rwanda 
and Cyprien Ntaryamira of Burundi were bought by Uganda from 
the then-Soviet Union in 1987. 


The author of the Counterpunch report, Robin Philot, told 
The Monitor in an e-mail, March 22, that the information in his 
article was mainly based on the infamous report done by French 
judge Jean-Louis Bruguire. 


"The report is damning for Uganda and Ugandan President 
Yoweri Museveni,” Philot wrote in his article. “The missiles used 
to shoot down the plane were the property of the Ugandan Army. 
Uganda bought them from the Soviet Union in 1987." 


b. 4,500 prisoners released: At least 4,500 
common law prisoners were pardoned and released 
in Rwanda, March 22, in a bid to decongest the 
nation’s prisons, Prosecutor General Jean de Dieu 
Mucyo said, March 23. 


"This group of the released exclude those who have 
confessed to genocide crimes," he said. 


Those released included the elderly and the sick, as well as 
those who had been in prison longer than the sentences they 
could face. Mucyo said those who confessed to participating in 
the 1994 genocide, in which some 800,000 Tutsis and politically 
moderate Hutus were killed, would probably be released soon. 
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The released prisoners are to be sent to “solidarity camps" 
for two months where they will undergo re-education in the 
government’s new programmes on reconciliation and on the 
workings of the Gacaca traditional courts that are to try alleged 
genocide perpetrators. 


Mucyo said 200 minors aged 14 to 18 years, among those 
released, would be sent to separate camps where they would 
receive special programmes. 


c. ‘Nteziryayo and Kanyabashi ordered kill- 
ing of Tutsis’: Genocide survivor and 39th prose- 
cution witness in the so called " Butare trial" told 
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
(ICTR) on March 15 that Alphonse Nteziryayo, 
former prefect of Butare, and Joseph Kanyabashi, 
former mayor of Ngoma commune, ordered sol- 
diers, communal police and members of the Hutu 
population to hunt and kill Tutsis in April 1994. 


Regarding Nteziryayo, the witness, code-named QG, alleged 
that the orders were issued at Gisagara market square in Ndora 
commune where the newly appointed prefect was addressing 
the population in a meeting also attended by his predecessor 
Sylvain Nsabimana and Joseph Kanyabashi. 


The three are co-accused in this trial with the former Minister 
of women and family affairs, Pauline Nyiramasuhuko, her son 
and former militia leader in Butare, Arsene Shalom Ntahobali 
and former mayor of Muganza commune, Elie Ndayambaje. 


"| encourage you to continue to ensure your security in 


Gisagara and flush out all the enemies. Don't flee," the witness _ 


quoted the statement allegedly made by Nteziryayo during the 
meeting. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
{Background Info. Rwanda, page 1303:a] 


SOMALIA 


a. Somali talks under threat: The protracted 
Somali peace talks were headed for further trouble, 
March 20, as a group of faction leaders threatened 
to withdraw from the 17-month conference in Kenya. 


Leaders of 17 of the 24 parties who signed the landmark 
Cessation of Hostilities Agreement in October 2003 have 
accused the Inter-Governmental Authority of Development 
(IGAD), which is brokering the talks, of mismanaging the 
process. Addressing an international press conference in 
Nairobi, the current chairman of the Somali Reconciliation and 
Reconstruction Council, Hussein Farah Aideed, said the process 
is no longer tenable. 


He blamed it on the "retreat" tactic employed in January by 
IGAD, soon after the 10th Heads of State Summit in Kampala, 
Uganda, which they claimed was ill-conceived. 


[Background Info. Somalia, page 1280:a] 


b. Hundreds of thousands threatened by 
drought: An estimated 200,000 pastoralists in 


March 12~24, 2004 


Somalia's northern and central regions are threat- 
ened by prolonged drought considered the worst in 
30 years, a flash report by the European Commis- 
sion and USAID funded FAO/FSAU - Food Security 
Analysis Unit, and USAID funded FEWS-Net 
warned, March 1. 


The report said the rains that fell in the area were below 
average, leadiñg to massive livestock deaths, loss of normal 
income sources through milk and meat sales, sharp price 
increases Tor water trucking, increasing indebtedness and for the 
worst affested populations, the inability to access food. 


One cf the worst affected areas, the report added, was 
the Sool Plateau in the north where the rain failed between 
October to December 2003. It said 64,000 people faced a 
humanita-ian emergency while 28,000 faced a livelihood 
crisis. 


“Other pastoral areas are now aiso facing extreme stress 
following recent rain failures including the Todgheer area, the 
Lower Nuyal area and the Central area of Somailia...reports from 
Somalia and the borders of Ethiopia are indicating that the 
number of migrants and the distances travelled are highly 
unusual as pastoralists search for pasture and water," the report 
said. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Shootout near Mandela’s home: The South 
African police were questioning two men, March 18, 
after their suspected accomplice was shot dead by 
eee outside the Cape Town home of Nelson 

andela. 


The snooting late on March 19 came as campaigning heated 
up ahead of the third democratic elections on April 14. A report 
said Mandela was shocked by the incident. 


He was in Johannesburg at the time. The dead suspect had 
been idertified as a former member of the South African National 
Defence Force (SANDF) and questions had been raised about 
his state of mind. 


b. S Africans spend more time at furnerals: 
South Africans spend more time at funerals than 
other activities outside work, a survey published 
showed in a chilling reminder of the toll HIV/AIDS 
is taking on the country. 


Sout Africa has more people living with HIV/AIDS than any 
other in the world—-with an estimated 5.3 million of its 45 million 
people infected. Activists estimate about 600 South Africans die 
of AIDS each day. 


“Almost one in three of all South Africans have attended a 
funeral in the past month, which puts mourning as a way of 
spending non-working time ahead of visiting hair salons, going 
to the doctor, shopping for pleasure and even braying (the 
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popular pastime of BBQ-ing)," The Saturday Star newspapers 
said. 


it said analysis of the latest All Media Products Survey 
produced by the SA Advertising Research Foundation showed 
that 30.1 per cent of those surveyed had attended a funeral in 
the past month compared with 11.8 per cent who had been to 
a wedding. 


“And, while people may be attending burials regularly, it 
doesn’t appear to be pushing them to seek solace from a higher 
power: attendance levels in services at churches, synagogues 
and mosques are dismally low,” the newspaper said. 


Some 16.8 per cent of South Africans went to services at 
these place of worship in the past month, the survey showed. 


(SOURCE: Hindu, Madras and Statesman, Calcutta) 


SUDAN 


a. Sudanese peace talks progress: With the 
Sudanese peace talks now at an advanced stage, 
hope has been kindled in the neighbouring Central 
African Republic (CAR) that some of Bangui’s woes, 
caused by fallout from the war across the 1,000-km 
border, will soon be overcome. 


Since the Sudanese conflict restarted in 1983 between the 
largely Arab north of Sudan and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement (SPLM) in the south, some 37,000 refugees have 
fled to the southeastern border area of CAR that has remained 
in a permanent state of insecurity, it was reported, March 24. 


During the dry season running from December through June, 
the SPLA rebels, who control at least two-thirds of the 
CAR-Sudan border, infiltrate up to 200 km in eastern CAR, 
occupying towns and villages in their search for food and other 
commodities, Come Zoumara, the CAR’s presidential defence 
adviser said. 


He said certain parts of the CAR were still occupied from 
November 2003. However, all those promises to change, 
especially with the security agreement signed in September 2003 
between the government in Khartoum and the SPLM and their 
wealth-sharing deal of January 8. 


b. UPDF kills 30 LRA rebels in Sudan:The 
UPDF killed about 30 Lord’s Resistance Army 
rebels recently in southern Sudan, the army said in 
a press release over the weekend, a report said, 
March 23. 


The army used helicopter gunships to pound the elusive 
rebels at River Atepi near the border with Uganda. The army 
said the killed rebels were part of Vincent Otti’s group that was 
fleeing from UPDF in southern Sudan. Otti is LRA’s second in 
command after Joseph Kony. 


"LRA groups that are now very desperate for food tried to 
attack the following IDPCs: Kalongo, Aloi, Rackoko and 
Lira-Paiwo. The attacks were all repulsed by UPDF," the army 
said. 
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The army said the Otti group was hit twice on March 18 and 
19. Twenty rebels were killed and several wounded while two 
were captured. 


The groups that launched the botched attacks on the IDP 
camps in Lira and Pader, the army added, were the remnants 
of Odhiambo, Lukwiya and Lapanyikwara. "The Lango areas that 
have food are no longer easily accessible for the terrorists on 
account of heavy deployment by UPDF," the statement said. 


Meanwhile the army, March 22, announced that it killed five 
rebels and captured seven in Atiak, Kilak county in Gulu district. 


The army 4th Division Spokesman Lt. Ronald Kakurungu 
said the rebels were part of an LRA unit which had separated 
from Vincent Otti group. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


TOGO 


a. Charles Taylor’s ex-chief of staff under 
house arrest: The Togo government, March 21, 
told journalists that it has decisided to place General 
Benjamin Yeaten, Chief of Army Staff of ex-Liberian 
President Charles Taylor, under temporary house 
arrest until his official status and real identity have 
been established, a report said, March 24. 


General Benjamin Yeaten, who entered Togo from neighbour- 
ing Ghana under the identity of James Diah, was brought along 
to meet the press at the officers’ mess of the para-military 
Gendamerie headquarters in Lom, with his wife, Maamie Dunbar 
Yeaten. 


He has since been living in Togo incognito for the past six 
months under that identity. "i did not report myself to the Togolese 
authorities because | know that Togo is a country of peace, 
security and hospitality,” he said. 


The former Chief of Staff of Charles Taylor looked calm, 
relaxed and waxed eloquent in both French and English. 


Earlier, the Togo government said at a press statement that 
the decision to place General Benjamin Yeaten under house 
arrest was taken.after an abortive attempt had been made by a 
group of men claiming to be officials of the UN Special Tribunal 
in Sierra Leone to force the General into a waiting aircraft at the 
international Airport, without the knowledge of the Togo govern- 
ment. 


According to the statement, the UN team of officials arrived 
n Lom without the courtesy of informing the Togo government 
about their mission. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
TUNISIA 


a. IFJ suspends Tunisian Journalists’ Asso- 
ciation: The International Federation of Journalists, 


the world’s largest journalists’ group, has decided 


to suspend and expel from membership the Tunisian 
Journalists’ Association (AJT) after recording its 
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“shock and bewilderment" over the presentation of 
a press freedom award to Tunisian leader Zine 
el-Abidine Ben Ali. 


The government of Ben Ali has been accused by press 
freedom groups and human rights bodies of putting pressure 
on independent media and violating the rights of journalists, a 
report said, March 9 


The decision, which was taken by the IFJ Executive 
Committee meeting in Berlin recently, is subject to confirmation 
by the IFJ World Congress which meets in Athens at the end of 
May. ' 


The Tunisian Association has been invited to lodge an appeal 
against the expulsion at the Congress. 


The IFJ Executive Committee action follows complaints over 
the failure of the AJT to adequately defend the rights of 
journalists in Tunisia, which have come under pressure during 
the 15-year rule of President Ben Ali, but was sparked by concern 
over the decision to award the Association's "Plume d'Or” for 
press freedom to the president at a ceremony in 2003. 


b. Journalist on hunger strike: Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF) is concerned over the health 
of Abdallah Zouari, a journalist from the suspended 
Islamist weekly A/-Fajr who has been carrying on 
a hunger strike since January 27, to protest the 
worsening of his prison conditions. 


On their last visit, his family, who had not been allowed to 
see him for two weeks, found him to be in a seriously weakened 
physical and mental state, a report said, March 1. 


“By authorising the launch of private radio and television 
stations, President Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali no doubt hopes to 
please his American counterpart, who is seeking guarantees 
with regard to freedom of expression. 


But evidently Tunisian journalists will just have to wait for 
real reform and the emancipation of the media. Perhaps, 
President Ben Ali has forgotten that two journalists are still 
behind bars, having already spent more than 10 years in his 
jails “Maybe he is unaware that the family of cyber-dissident 
Zouhair Yahyaoui, who was finally released, is still being 
harassed" remarked RSF Secretary-General Robert Minard. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 
[Background Info. Tunisia, page 1257:a] 


UGANDA 


a. 26,000 sleep in the open in Lira: Some 
26,250 internally displaced persons at Apala camp 
in Moroto County in Lira are sleeping under mango 
trees and roofless houses, a report said, March 16. 


This was discovered during a three-day assessment con- 
ducted by a team from Uganda Human Rights Commission led 
by commissioner Aliro Omara, which ended, March 15. 
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The team, which included UHRC officials, Byamukama 
Nathan, Ogwal Francis and Muhanguzi Justus were almost 
moved to tears by the pathetic living conditions at the camp. 


The camp leader, Omara Michael, told the delegation that 
the camp cpened in September last year with 9,487 residents. 


That figure shot up to 13,500 when LRA rebels attacked 
nearby Abia camp on February 4. 


Anothe- 12,750 were also brought to the camp from 
Abongdyang, under a camp-merging exercise. 


Camp ‘esidents complained of lack of food and sanitation 
services. They said the nearest water source was three miles 
_ away while the residents have to share two pit latrines. 


b. 50,000 leave school for tobacco growing: 
The district chairman John Majara has signed a 
memorandum of understanding with a Geneva- 
‘pai ed to check childNabour, a report said, 

arc ; 


The organisation Elimination of Child Labour in Tobacco 
Growing Areas figħts child labour, which leads to school dropout. 


"I can predict the future is not bad for our children who have 
long suffered under child labour," Majara said at the signing of 
the memorandum on March 15. 


The three-year project is to cost about $516,000 (about Shs 
1 billion) end is being implemented by British American Tobacco 
Uganda (Batu). 


Majara said research indicates that about 50,000 children 
have dropped out of school in the two sub-counties and are 
employed as child labour in tobacco growing. The projects 
includes construction of a modern technical school at Kyeema 
hill, 4km on Masindi-Kigumba road. 


Majara said tobacco growing Karujubu and Budongo sub- 
counties are the priority targets. 


(SOURCE: East African, Nairobi) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Over 1,000 Congolese refugees enter 
Zambia: More than 1,000 Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) nationals have fled into Zambia 
following fierce fighting by rebels in Dikulushi, 150 
km from Nchelenge district. 


Gove-nment has since sent defence personnel to screen 
them and asked the United Nations High Commission for 
Refugees (UNHCR) to take care of the refugees. 


Home Affairs Deputy Minister Kennedy Sakeni in an interview 
in Lusaka, March 21, described the situation in Nchelenge as 
"not very serious." 


Sakeni said 300 of the 1,000 were still stuck at Kilwa Islands 
and had -efused to be classified as refugees but the goverment 
could not allow them to be there because it was not an 
established refugee settlement. "The incursions were not on the 
Zambian soil. It was in Dikulushi in the Congo (DR) which is 
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150 kilometres from Nchelenge border. The situation in 
Nchelenge is not very serious and we have sent our officers to 
screen them," he said. 


(SOURCE: Times of Zambia, Lusaka) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Alleged coup averted: The Zimbabwean 
Government has threatened to hang the 64 pas- 
sengers of different nationalities aboard the United 
States-made aircraft impounded on March 7, 2004, 
in what could spark a major diplomatic furore. 


Joseph Musakwa, Director of Public Prosecutions, said the 
department was consulting the police on the legal aspects of the 
case with a view to prosecuting the 64, labelled "mercenaries" 
by the Government. 


"They are going to face the severest punishment available 
in our statutes, including capital punishment,” Mudenge was 
quoted as saying. "We will give them all the rights they are 
entitied to", he said. 


Harare raises death spectre: Zimbabwe threatened, March 
10, to execute 64 suspected mercenaries detained, March 7, 
and accused US, British and Spanish spy agencies of involve- 
ment in a plot to topple Equatorial Guinea’s government. 


New twist to jet puzzle: A plane seized in Zimbabwe 
carrying 64 people whom the Harare government suspects of 
being mecenaries was bound for the Democratic Republic of 
Congo to provide secritty guards for mines, its operator said, 
March 9. 


“They were going to eastern DRC. They stopped in 
Zimbabwe to pick up mining equipment, Zimbabwe being a vastly 
cheaper place for such things," said Charles Burrow, a senior 
executive of Logto Logistics Ltd which had chartered the Boeing 
727 freighter. 


He said by telephone from London that most of the people 
on board were South Africans and had military experience, but 
were on contract to four mining companies in Congo. He declined 
to name the companies. Burrows denied any knowledge of a 
group of "15 mercenaries" which the government of the west 
African state of Equatorial Guinea said it had arrested, March 
9, and said they were linked to the plane impounded at Harare. 
"| haven't the foggiest idea of what they're talking about," he 
said. te 


in a separate statement faxed to Reuters, Logo Logistics, 
which is registered in Britain’s Channel Islands, said the group 
was contracted “to provide a range of services to mining clients, 
including logistics, support services, asset and human security”. 
it disputed the statement by Zimbabwe which said military 
equipment had been seized on the plane. 


"What had been described as ‘military equipment’ in some 
earlier reports now has been shown to be items such as boots, 
toolis, pipe-bending and other equipment, wire-cutting and 
connecting tools, ans similar," it said. "All are items normally 
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sourced in South Africa as they are difficult and expensive to 
obtain elsewhere in southern Africa." 

b. Zimbabwe's white farmers start anew in 
Zambia: Douglas Watt is part of a most curious 
diaspora in Southern Africa: vilified as greedy 
sy and driven out of Zimbabwe, looking for a 

ome 


Watt left the country of his birth about a year ago after what 
has become a common sort of encounter there. 


The husband of a worker in the office of the Zimbabwean 
President, Robert Mugabe, politely told Watt that he was taking 
over his farm and that Watt had 90 days to get out. 


Today Watt is one of about 140 white Zimbabwean farmers 
who have chosen to neighbouring Zambia hoping, many say, for 
a mix of racial harmony and political stability that will enable 
them to prosper and contribute to black Africa. 


For the farmers and for the Zambian government, the 
migration amounts to a new experiment on an issue central to 
the whole region: How do whites fit in? 


While Zimbabwe has been uprooting its white farmers in an 
aggressive effort to redistribute colonial era landholdings, 
Zambian officials, if a trifle warily, have rolled out the welcome 
mat. 

They are hoping that farmers like Watt will breathe new life 
into the nation’s moribund farming economy, which has been 
mired at the rake-and hoe level since the mid-1970s. 

For their part, some transplanted farmers say they have 
learned from their experience in Zimbabwe that hey need to 
integrate, not just prosper, if they want to be accepted. 

(SOURCE: independent, Harare) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 13.6:b] 


REGIONAL 





a. Oil fuels wars in Africa: Oil should have 
brought wealth and development to poor West 
Africa, but instead it has fuelled wars, coup plots 
and even mercenary intrigue. 


Equatorial Guinea, an oil producer on the Atlantic coast, this 
week arrested what it called an advance party of 15 mercenaries, 
saying “enemy powers” and multinational companies had been 
plotting against the tiny state. 


The region is increasingly important to the US as it seeks to 
reduce dependence on West Asian supplies, and Washington 
keeps a close watch as governments rise and fall. The facts are 
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often as murky as the state finances of some oil èh. Africart 


states, but analysts say one thing is certain: "black gold" çan.. oF 


often attract trouble. 


“Oil has historically been a cause of coups and conflicts in 
the region. It does bring out the worst in people," said Teju 
Akande, analyst with UK-based oil consultancy Wood Macken- 
zie. The plot story swirling around Equatorial Guinea—sub-Sa- 
haran Africa's third largest oil producer—follows a coup attempt 
in 2003, on West Africa’s Sao Tome islands, which are expecting 
a gush of cash from crude. 


The region's giant and sub-Saharan Africa’s biggest oil 
producer, Nigeria, has seen its fair share of coups and military 
takeovers since independence in 1960—with oil wealth the prize 
for the big men who seized the reins of power. 


West Africa has also become a region of strategic 
importance to the US, the world’s biggest oil consumer. 


In recent weeks US generals have been criss-crossing the 
region on a mission they say is to seek ways of securing the 
unstabie area against "international terrorism". 


Analysts say they cannot rule out US military action in the 
future to secure the flow of West African oil to US markets to 
ease reliance on a volatile West Asia. 


b. Pyramids for intrepid traveller in Sudan: 
Think of ancient Pyramids, think of Egypt: Think 
again. Some 1,300 kilometres south of Cairo and 
looming over the east bank of the river Nile, 
Sudan’s dozens of pyramids peek over the 
horizon, completely untouched by modern com- 
mercialism. 


Sudan is better known as the location of Africa’s longest civil 
war than a holiday. hotspot, but with a peace deal on the cards 
in the south, more tourists are visiting its monuments. Unlike 
their larger Egyptian counterparts in Giza where a stream of 
hawkers greets visitors and fast food restaurants face the Sphinx, 
visitors can find themselves utterly alone with the Royal Pyramids 
of Meroe. 


in the mid-6th century B C, Meroe became the central city 
of the ancient Nubian Cushite dynasty, the "Black Pharaohs", 
who ruled some 2,500 years ago in the area from Aswan in 
southern Egypt to present-day Khartoum. 


The Nubians were at time both rivals and allies of the ancient 
Egyptians and adopted many of their northern neighbours’ 
practices, including burying members of the royal family in 
pyramid tombs. 


(SOURCE: Telegraph, Statesman, Calcutta) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Over 600 foreign diamond seekers de- 
tained: More than 600 foreigners who were involved 
in illegal y prospecting diamonds were arrested by 
the Angolan Armed Forces (FAA) in an operation 
launched two weeks ago by the command of the 
7th Military Region, it was reported, April 7. 


The operation called “Brilhante" aims at the detention of 
diamond and gold seekers in Benguela and Kwanza Sul 
provinces. A source from the 7the Military Region said the 
foreigners arrested, mainly from Congo (DR), were operating 
from the districts of Bocoio and Balombo (Benguela), Seles, 
Waku-Kunjo and Gabela (Kwanza-Sul). 


The detention of the foreigners came after the 7th Military 
Region command reaffirmed its strong commitment to the 
defence of the sovereignty of Angola. 


{Background Info. Angola, page 1249:a] 


b. Journalists’ union mourns death of writer: 
The Angolan Journalists’ Union (UJA), April 6, 
condoled the death of writer and teacher Gabriela 
Antunes in Lisbon, April 3. 


In a press note, the UJA praised the contribution of Gabriela 
Antunes in training of journalists. Maria Gabriela Cardoso da 
Silva Antunes was born in the central plateau of the country 
(Huambo) on July 8, 1937. She published various tales such as 
"A Aguia, a Rola, Galinhas and 50 Lweis” (1982), “Luhuna o 
Menino Nao Conhecia Flor-viva" (1983), "Kibala o rei leao" 
(1983), "O Castigo do Dragao Glutao” (1983), "O Jardim do 
Quim”, "O Joao e o Cao", "Estrias Velhas Roupa Nova" (1988) 
and other children’s tales. Her last literary work was entitled 
"“Crnicas Apressadas |". (Angola Press Agency, Luanda) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. 13 army officers on trial for plotting coup: 
Thirteen army officers and two civilians went on trial 
before a military tribunal in Burkina Faso, April 6, 
charged with plotting to overthrow President Blaise 
Compacre in 2003. 


A crowd of several hundred sympathisers gathered outside 
the court house in the capital Ouagadougou, cheering and 
applauding as the defence lawyers argued during the proceed- 
ings. Most of those on trial for conspiracy and plotting to 
endanger state security were arrested in September and early 
October 2903. The alleged ringleader of the plot, army Captain 
Luther Wally Diapagry, faces an additional charge of treason. 
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The prosecution has alleged that Wally received money and 
encouragement from close aides of President Laurent Gbagbo 
of ivory Coast. Gbagbo has accused the Burkinabe leader of 
supporting the rebel movement that occupies the northern half 
of Ivory Coast. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Quagadougou) 


[Background Info. Burkina Faso, page 1262:a] 


BURUNDI 


a. UN begins preparations for peacekeeping 
mission: Preparations for an expanded UN role in 
Burundi have begun, with Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan proposing that the African Union's Mission 
in Burundi (AMIB) and the existing UN Office in 
Burundi would form the core of the military and 
civilian components of a UN peacekeeping mission 
in the country. 


"t is my intention to immediately begin planning and ~ 
preparations for a United Nations peacekeeping mission," Annan 
was quoted as saying in a letter to the president of the UN 
Security Council released, Apri! 5. Annan said much needed to 
be done to establish a UN peacekeeping mission to support the 
transitional government of Burundi, ahead of general elections 
scheduled for later in 2004. 


in March, Annan recommended in a report that the council 
should expand the UN’s role in Burundi in order to provide the 
support necessary for consolidating the peace process, which 
began with the signing in 2000 of the Arusha Peace and 
Reconciliation Accord. In response to Annan’s letter, Council 
President Gunter Pleuger of Germany approved the proposal, 
noting that it will be carried out without prejudice to a future 
decision on establishing a UN force in Burundi. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura) 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1310:a} 


CHAD 


a. Over 20,000 Sudanese refugees relocated: 
More than 20,000 Sudanese refugees have now 
moved from the Chad-Sudan border to five camps 
in the interior of Chad in a massive relocation 
operation to transfer refugees before the start of 
the rainy season in late May. 


The pace of the UNHCR-organised operation has increased 
steadily and move more than 1,000 refugees are moved every 
day. Forty trucks and three buses shuttle back and forth between 
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the border and the camps, bringing the refugees to safer 
locations where they can receive regular assistance. 

(See also Sudan, page 1330) 


in all, 20,084 refugees are now living in five camps. Farchana 
camp hosts 5,310 refugees; Kounoungo has 4,692; Touloum has 


5,804; lridemy has 3,494; and Goz Amer 1 has 784. (United 


Nations High Commission for Refugees, Geneva) 
{Background Info. Chad, page 1311:a] 


CONGO 


a. French court frees police chief: Republic 
of Congo’s police chief, Jean-Francois Ndengue, 
returned to Brazzaville, April 4, two days after his 
release from French custody, news organisations 
reported, April 5. 


From Brazzaville, Congolese Communications Minister Alain 
Akouala confirmed Ndengue’s return. He had been remanded in 
custody in Sante Prison, Paris, after his arrest in the town of 
Meaux. He was held in connection with the 1999 disappearance 

„of some 353 Congolese refugees in the Port of Brazzaville as 
they returned home from neighbouring Democratic Republic of 
the Congo, news organisations reported. 


A French court ordered Ndengue freed after his lawyer, 
_ Jean-Marc Florand, argued that he was in France on an official 
capacity, was carrying a diplomatic passport, and thus had 
diplomatic immunity. (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Brazzaville) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Fighting in Kinshasa after coup attempt: 
Government forces battled attackers at military 
installations and a TV station in Congo’s capital 
Kinshasa in what diplomats called a coup attempt 
against President Joseph Kabila. 


Fighters loyal to the late Congo dictator Mobutu Sese Seko 
were among those behind the attempt, the British Ambassador, 
Jim Atkinson, said, March 28. 


The government spokesman, Vital Kamerhe, said the 
gunmen attacked simultaneously at several military posts and a 
private television station, killing one loyalist soldier and injuring 
two others. "We have the situation under control," Kamerhe said. 


Diplomats believe the attempt was at least in part the work 
of soldiers who fled the country during Cold War years. 


Thousands of Mobutu's soldiers fled across the Congo River 
to Brazzaville, capital of neighbouring Republic of Congo, after 
Mobutu was ousted in 1997. 


“They have infiltrated into Kinshasa with weapons, presum- 
ably over the past days and weeks,” Atkinson said. Shooting 
was heard around Kinshasa’s Congo River port, directly across 
from Brazzaville. Residents said firing was also heavy around 
the US embassy and the headquarters of the United Nations 
mission in Congo downtown. 
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Congo, Africa’s third-largest country, is emerging form five 
years of war that killed more than 3 million people, according to 
some aid groups’ estimate. 


Joseph Kabila heads a power-sharing Government under 
peace deals that ended the fighting. Kabila has been in power 
since January 2001, when bodyguards assassinated the then 
ruler, Laurent Kabila. 


Kabila was in the country, although his exact whereabouts 
on March 28 were not known. Atkinson said, "I have it on good 
authority that he is safe." State radio remained on the air, giving 
the Government's account of the shooting. 


Kabila appeals for calm: President Joseph Kabila, March 
29, appealed for calm after armed groups attacked military 
installations across the capital in an apparent attempt to oust 
him from power. 


He promised that security forces would protect Congo's 
people. It was the most serious attack on Kabila’s Government 
since the end of Congo’s five-year war, which split the nation 
into rebel and government territory and brought the deaths of 
up to 3 million people. Kabila appeared on state television, March 
28, to say order had been restored after the day’s fighting. 
Looking relaxed, he was flanked: by his four Vice Presidents in 
the power-sharing government, which is still struggling to assert 
control. (Hindu, New Delhi) 

[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1298:a] 


EGYPT 
a. Tunisia dumps Arab summit, Egypt steps 
in: Egypt stepped in, March 28, to host an Arab 
summit after Tunisia stunned the Arab world with a 
unilateral decision to scrap the meeting on its soil, 
citing the reluctance of. some countries to embrace 
democratic reforms. 


Delegates to the Tunis summit, which would have opened, 
March 29, disputed the Tunisian explanation, saying Tunisian 
President Zine el-Abdine Ben Ali was unhappy that some Arab 
leaders did not plan to attend, and wanted to prove his 
democratic credentials to the US. 


Egypt expressed "astonishment and regret" at the Tunisian 
decision. The summit had been expected to talk about reform, 
iraq and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 


“Egypt welcomes holding a summit conference in the country 
of the (Arab League) headquarters at the earliest time that can 
be agreed,” said an Egyptian presidency statement. The 
headquarters of the 22-member Arab League is in Cairo. 


Tunisia hit back at Cairo's offer, saying a change venue was 
no solution and it reserved the right to be host. 


"Trying to change the place is to hide the real reasons which 
lie behind the decision to postpone... Tunisia stands by its right 
to host the summit which will look into these matters (democratic 
reforms)," the Tunisian foreign ministry said. 


Syria said the Tunisian decision was unjustified and Jordan's 
foreign minister Marwan al-Muasher also cast doubt on the need 
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for the Turisians to back out as hosts. “In any summit there are 
differences of views but that does not mean that the summit was 
not well or: its way to a successful conclusion,” he said. 


(See also Tunisia, page 1330) 


The Tunisian government news agency said Tunisia had 
insisted that the surnmit explicitly endorse democracy and reject 
what it called "extremism, fanaticism, violence and terrorism" — 
and that other countries had balked at it. 


But a Gulf delegate linked the Tunisian decision to Ben Ali's 
stormy vis.t to Washington in February when President George 
W. Bush told him he wanted to see a free press and an “open 
political process" in Tunisia. 


Many of the delegates who were in Tunis with foreign 
ministers to prepare the summit insisted there had been little or 
no arguing, and that talks on a communique had gone well. 


"It's al abot the Tunisian approach to the US, fhe Tunisian 
attempt ta win US favour," said an Arab diplomat who attended 
the last tvio days of preparatory meetings. "Ben Ali was asked 
to deliver a certain scenario at the summit and, when it was clear 
that he couldn't deliver, the Tunisians announced they were 
calling it off’, said the Gulf delegate, citing a report from his 
foreign m.nister. l 


The summit preparations had been in trouble for.some time 
because some Arab leaders were reluctant to attend and some 
had decided to send relatively low-level delègations. 


Leaders of Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates planned to send d2puties. Diplomats said some Arab 
leaders were worried the summit could not meet Arab popular 
demand for decisions on issues such as the iraq occupation and 
the Israel -Palestinian conflict. (Telegraph, Calcutta) 


b. Zimbabwe, Egypt sign memorandum: Zim- 
babwe and Egypt, April 4, signed a memorandum 
of understanding to facilitate co-operation in various 
aspects of agricultural production. 


The MOU would culminate in the signing of agreements that 
will see Zimbabwe importing tractors, greenhouse equipment 
and materials and animal vaccines for livestock development, 
especially in the dairy sector. 


Agriculture and Rural Development Minister Dr Joseph Made 
signed th MOU on behalf of the Government, while the Egyptian 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Agriculture and Land 
Reclamation, Dr Youssuf Wally, signed for his country. 


Dr Made told his Egyptian counterpart that irrigation and 
mechanisation were the most important aspects of the visit and 
was optimistic that the areas of co-operation expressed in the 
MOU would translate into proper agreements at the conclusion 
of the week-long visit. 


The minister also briefed his counterpart on the progress 
made in Zimbabwe's land reform programme and presented him 
with the ~eport of the Presidential Land Review Committee and 
a copy of the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe's monetary policy. 
(Herald, Harare) 
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ERITREA 


a. Eritrea out of AGOA accord: A top US trade 
official has said Eritrea and Central African Republic 
have been thrown out of the African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (AGOA) pact for violation of eligi- 
bility requirements. 


Ms Florizefle B. Liser, the US assistant Trade Representative 
for Africa said expulsion of the two countries from the enhanced 
market access agreement underscores the seriousness with 
which the administration views the eligibility criteria, it was 
reported, April 7. 


She said President George Bush, using powers bestowed 
on him under the Act, had discontinued the participation of the 
two countries following the annual interagency eligibility review. 


Eritrea's expulsion has been attributed to the deterioration 
of human rights and fack of progress towards the rule of law 
and political pluralism in the country. Central Africa's expulsion 
has on the other hand been prompted by the March 2003 
overthrow of the government. Ms Liser said it was the first time 
that previously eligible countries had been removed from the 
AGOA list. She was presenting a paper at a consultative meeting 
of trade ministers from 12 African countries that ended in Nairobi, 
March 31. 


The forum was organized by Geneva-based international 
Trade Centre (ITC). To remain an eligible beneficiary of the 
AGOA pact, a country is required to, among other things, 
encourage investment and trade, maintain political stability and 
observe the rule of law. (East African Standard, Nairobi) 


ETHIOPIA 


a..Newspaper editor jailed: The Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) has expressed concern 
over the recent jailing of an Ethiopian journalist after 
he was unable to pay bail in a criminal defamation 
case. 


On April 2, Ethiopian authorities jailed Merid Estifanos, 
former editor-in-chief of the private, Amharic-language weekly 
Satanaw. 


According to local sources, Estifanos appeared before a 
federal court in the capital, Addis Ababa, on April 2, in connection 
with a defamation charge stemming from a September 2001 
opinion piece titled "The Hidden Agenda of Prime Minister 
Meles." 


The article accused Ethiopian Prime Minister Meles Zenawi 
of supporting the government of neighbouring Eritrea and alleged 
that Eritrea had defeated Ethiopia during the two-year border 
war between fhe two countries from 1998 to 2000. Despite 
various U.N.-sponsored peace efforts, the two countries have 
yet to agree on a border, and severe tensions between them 
persist. 


Estifanos did not write the article, but as editor-in-chief of 
the newspaper, he was held responsible for its content. 
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Following the article’s publication, Estifanos was charged with 
defaming the prime minister, and ordered to pay bail of 1,000 
birr (US$120) while awaiting trial. 


According to local sources, he could face more prison time 
if convicted. (Committee to Protect Journalists, New York) 


[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1287:a] 


GAMBIA 


a. Many arrested for Shell gasoline scam: The 
Gambian police have arrested and charged eleven 
people in connection with the theft of gasoline at 
Shell Marketing’s fuel depot in Banjul. 


The police who earlier on indicated their readiness to 
get to the bottom of the scam, said the eleven suspects 
comprising Wackenhut security guards and some foreign 
nationals were arrested after the theft case was reported 
to them on March 10. 


The police further said although they cannot confirm the 
quantity involved in the gasoline scam, they had made some 
recovery. 


The Police Public Relations Officer ASP Aziz Bojang told 
The independent that the police have recovered 18 containers 
of petrol, several litres of diesel and one drum equivalent to 200 
litres of gasoline. 


He added that the suspects are facing charges of stealing 
and will be arraigned in court soon. Asked about their names 
and nationalities, the police PRO stopped short of revealing 
them, saying "the law protects suspects who have the right to 
privacy, so | prefer not to mention their names and nationalities". 


Meanwhile other reports suggest that 60,000 litres of 
gasoline was stolen from Shell Marketing's fuel depot in Banjul 
earlier, for which Wackenhut security guards were implicated. 
(independent, Banjul) 


GUINEA 
Spotlight 


A bizarre coup in Guinea: The government 
quashed another coup attempt in March 2004. 


Quashed coups (five since 1996) are a political staple in the 
country, so routine that some say the government stages them 
io prove its image of invincibility. 


The present coup is one beyond belief. 


it features a dysfunctional ruling family and a bitter political 
exile who insists the president is a gonad-eating cannibal. It is 
said to invéive a Lebanese front company, a British financier and 
some 80 mercenaries from South Africa, Germany, Armenia and 
Kazakhstan. 


"Normally, the people involved are just rounded up, paraded 
before the state media, and then they disappear forever, "said 
Patrick Smith, the editor of the London-based newsletter African 
Confidential. "This one is the most extraordinary ever." 
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In Equatorial Guinea, removing the president, Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, would barely scratch the surface. 
The army is peppered with Obiang’s cousins and nephews. One 
of his sons is the natural resources minister. A brother-in-law is 
a ambassador to Washington. A brother, Armengol Ondo 
Nguema, is a top security official and, according to a 1999 State 
Department report, a torturer whose minions urinated on their 
victims, sliced their ears and rubbed them with oil to lure stinging 
ants. 


Finally, a second son, Teodoro Nguemo Obiang, is the 
infrastructure minister and his father’s anointed successor. To 
the dismay of some relatives, he also is a rap music entrepreneur 
and bon vivant, fond of Lamborghinis and trips to Hollywood and 
Rio de Janeiro. 


The outside world first learned of the coup attempt on March 
6, when Zimbabwe officials said they had seized a jet in Harare, 
the capital, stopped on a flight from South Africa. Inside were 
67 mercenaries, mostly South Africans and Angolans. They were 
alleged to have landed to pick up a cache of illicit weapons. 


Obiang’s security men then announced they had arrested 15 
more people—-Germans, Kazakhs and others -— in Equatorial 
Guinea, thwarting a plot to kill him. 


Two mercenaries stood out. In Zimbabwe, the plane was met 
by Simon Mann, a flamboyant soldier of fortune and one time 
aide to senior British military leaders. In Equatorial Guinea., the 
crucial plotter was identified as Nick du Toit, a South African 
special forces veteran working for Mann in a company called 
Logn Logistics. 


Du Toit appeared on state television recently to confess. The 
plot, he said, was hatched by Severo Moto, an opposition figure 
in exile in Madrid. His coup was said to be financed by $5 million 
from a British businessman, washed through a front company 
in Lebanon. Moto makes no secret of his hatred of President 
Obiang: on Apanish radio, he called him a demon who 
“systematically eats his political rivals." 


“He has just devoured a police commissioner,” Moto said. “i 
say ‘devoured,’ as this commissioner was buried without his 
testicles and brain.” 


That said, Moto also said he had played no role in the latest 
coup attempt. In turn, his denial underscored an intriguing 
omission in Du Toit’s own confession. 


According to African Confidential, Du Toit held a contract to 


-train Equatorial Guinea's paramilitary and customs forces. It was 


reported to have been signed by Armengol Ondo Nguema— 
President Obiang’s half brother and perhaps the nation’s most 
feared man. 


President Obiang has said he knows “for sure” that his 
brother was not involved. Still, a chief in a place like this always 
looks over his shoulder. After all, the ‘sole successful coup here 
occurred in 1979, when Obiang himself overthrew the self-pro- 
claimed "Unique Miracle," Francisco Macias Nguema. 


Nguema was his uncle. It was a family affair. (New York 
Times Service/ Asian Age, New Delhi) 


March 28-April 7, 2004 


IVORY COAST 


a. 11 Ivorian protesters killed: Security ferces 
killed 11 demonstrators in Ivory Coast, as a massive 
march got under way, March 25, in the tank-guarded 
commercial capital, an opposition spokesman said. 


The orotesters were killed in different parts of the city as 
security forces tried to disperse crowds, said Bacongo Cisse, 
a spokesman for the main opposition rally of the Republican 
party. 

“The demonstration will continue. We will do everything to 
arrive in Plateau," Cisse said, referring to the march’s destina- 
tion—the downtown business district that is home to the 
presidential palace and key ministries. Cisse said two of the 
protesters were shot by a helicopter gunship in the southern Port 
Bouet neighborhood. 


The bloodied corpse of one policeman lay on a street in the 
northern suburb of Abobo, where security forces were trying to 
break up gathering crowds. The President, Laurent Gbagbo’s 
Government, which has banned all demonstrations, accuses 
rebels who control the north, of plotting a coup with opposition 
parties—charges both groups deny. (Hindu, New Delhi) 


Security forces attack journalists: In lvory Coast, where 
UN soldiers are enforcing a fragile peace agreement, journalists 
are getting caught in violent clashes between pro-government 
supporters and the political opposition, the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ) and Reporters Without Borders (RSF) reported, 
April 7. 


On 25 March, at least 10 journalists were physically 
assaulted by security forces and scores more arrested and 
harassed while covering opposition protests in the couniry, said 
CPJ. In almost all of the attacks, journalists said they were 
specifically targeted for their work. Six of the journalists worked 
for the pro-opposition newspapers Le Patnote and Le Liberal 
Nouveau. 


Several media outlets were censored during and after the 
demonstrations, said CPJ and RSF. BBC, Radio France 
Internatinal and Africa No.1 were taken off the air on March 
25, after their transmitters were reportedly disconnected by 
unidentified individuals. Broadcasts were not restored until March 
30. No explanation for the incident has been given by officials. 
(International Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing 
House, Toronto) 


RSF condemns arrests, attacks on journalists in Abidjan: 
Reporte-s Without Borders (RSF) has urged President Laurent 
Gbagbo to bring members of the security forces responsible for 
policing opposition demonstrations under control after three 
journalists were arrested and a fourth was beaten by police on 
March 25. 


Joumalist Al Sni and photographers Messmer Agbola and 
Kady Sidib, from the opposition daily Le Patriote, were arrested 
and later released after covering demonstrations in Abidjan in 
support of the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement, which is aimed at 
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ending the country’s civil war. A few hours earlier, members of 
the security forces beat Willy Aka, a photographer for the 
independent daily L’Intelligent d'Abidjan, and destroyed his 
equipment. 


"The four journalists were covering demonstrations organised 


_ by the opposition and banned by Laurent Gbagbo. The police 
` made no distinction between the journalists and the demonstra- 


tors," RSF said. "This is a very disturbing situation that threatens 
all the media, which has already been destabilised by a year of 
political and military crisis. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris) 


{Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1264:a] 


KENYA 


a. MPs call for elections: Furore over the High 
Court ruling on the Bomas draft constitution height- 
ened, March 27, with three KANU MPs calling for 
an early General Election to break the constitutional 
impasse. 


"If a referendum is going to cost as much as Sh4 billion just 
to ask Kenyans to repeat what they told the Constitution of Kenya 
Review Commission, we better go for fresh elections," said David 
Koros, the MP for Eldoret South. 


The MPs, who included Joseph Lagat (Eldoret East) and 
William Ruto (Eldoret North), said a referendum would be a 
waste of time and resources. 


The MPs were speaking, March 26, at Lemook Secondary 
Schoo! in Eldoret South constituency. 


Koros, whose sentiments were echoed by his two colleagues, 
said the administration was not keen on giving Kenyans a new 
constitution, adding that there was need for a new regime to 
finish up the review process. 


Lagat said many Kenyans, including President Kibaki, had 
sought the clipping of presidential powers. 


"The current government is a coalition of confusion and fresh 
elections should be called for us to take over the government," 
said Lagat. 


Ruto said Bomas had delivered a people-driven constitution 
that Kenyans had asked for. Elsewhere, Nambale MP Chris 
Okemo accused the government of applying double standards 
in the constitutional review process. (East African Standard, 
Nairobi) 


AG plans appeal over Bomas verdict: Attorney General 
Amos Wako is considering an appeal against the court ruling, 
which prevented MPs from replacing the current constitution. 


The decision by three High Court judges forming a constitu- 
tional court effectively halted debate on the draft prepared by 
delegates to the Bomas conference. 


MPs had hoped to debate the draft and consider crucial 
changes to some controversial sections of it before making the 
new constitution legally binding. 
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Although technically constitutional court rulings are not 
subject to appeal, the AG can ask the Chief Justice to constitute 
a bench of five judges to review the issue. 


The AG said: "The import of the judgment is that it is only 
the people who can amend or repeal the Constitution. | believe 
that this is a matter that might need legislation to resolve." 


Justice and Constitution minister Kiraitu Murungi has pub- 
lished two Bills, which aim to get around the impasse by giving 
Parliament the authority to amend the draft and put it to a 
referendum. 


The AG commented that “everything was on the table," with 
President Kibaki holding talks with party leaders in an attempt 
to reach a compromise on the draft. ( Nation, Nairobi) 


LIBERIA 


a. Pressure mounts for Taylor’s trial: Pressure 
is being mounted at home for the surrender and 
subsequent trial of former President Charles Taylor 
at the UN-backed special court in Sierra Leone for 
his alleged complicity in war crimes and human 
rights abuses in that country. 


Two pro-democracy institutions, “Liberia Democracy 
Watch” and the “Development and Educational Initiatives” have 
already petitioned the National Transitionat Legislative Assem- 
bly for the adoption of a resolution endorsing, supporting and 
acknowledging the decision of the Transitional Government to 
assist the special court of Sierra Leone in executing its 
statutory duties. 


The petition calls on the Legislative Assembly to adopt a 
resolution that would prevail and encourage Chairman Gyude 
Bryant to prevail on President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria to 
surrender Taylor to the special court for prosecution. 


Jerome Verdier and George Wah Williams, executive direc- 
tors of the two pro-democracy groups respectively, petitioned the 
Assembly and pointed out that the Transitional Government was 
under moral and international obligation and duty to uphold the 
sanctity of international humanitarian laws and campaign against 
impunity in favour of democracy. (News, Monrovia) 


LIBYA 


a. British PM Tony Blair holds talks with 
Gaddafi: Libya can be an important partner in the 
war against terror if it fulfills its pledge to scrap its 
weapons of mass destruction, said the British Prime 
_ Minister, Tony Blair, March 25, following a historic 
meeting with Muammar Gaddafi. 


_ Blair lauded. Col Gaddafi's progress in dismantling his 
chemical, nuclear and biological programmes, under plans he 
announced in December, 2003, and said his cooperation with 
Britain and the United States sent a strong signal to the Arab 
world. 


"Libya's voluntary and open implementation of the decision 
of (December) gives us real hope we can build a new relationship 
with it for the modern world," Blair said. 


“| was particularly struck by Col Gaddafi's insistence at our 
earlier meeting not only of Libya's determination, but also his 
recognition that Libya’s own future is best secured by a new 
relationship with the outside world and of a common cause with 
us in the fight against Al-Qaeda extremism and terrorism, which 
threatens not just the West but Arab nations, too." 


in return for Libya’s cooperation, Blair said Britain would 
strengthen cultural links and offer the North African state military 
cooperation. 


Without providing details, Blair said he would appoint a British 
general as the UK defence coordinator for Libya "that will offer 
Libya a chance of a new military relationship with the UK." 


Blair spoke to reporters after an hour and a half's meeting 
with Col Gaddafi who seized power in 1969. The visit marked 
a major step back into the international mainstream for the North 
African state. 


After a red carpet welcome, Col Gaddafi and Blair met in a 
tent in the desert. The two leaders sat on low chairs, chatting 
through an interpreter in a tent hung with green and yellow 
tapestries of camels and palm trees. 


"It is good to be here at last after so many months,” Blair 
said. Col Gaddafi responded initially in Arabic, then in English: 
"You did a lot of fighting on this issue and seem exhausted”. 
Britain has taken the diplomatic lead in ending Libya's interna- 
tional isolation. 


"| think it is a very important visit,” said the Libyan Foreign 
Minister, Abdel-Rahman Shalqam. 


“Libya and Britain play a very important role in this region of 
North Africa and the African continent. We have the same 
obligations. We are going to exchange our views and analyses 
together". 


Shalqam said Libya had warned of the dangers of Al-Qaeda 
in the 1980s and 1990s "When Europe and even America were 
supporting these people”. (Hindu, New Delhi) 


[Background Info. Libya, page 1301:b] 


US official’s landmark visit to Libya: US assistant 
secretary of state William Burns arrived in Libya, March 23, the 
highest-level US visitor in more than 30 years. 


The visit capped a dramatic improvement in relations 
between Washington and Tripoli after Libya’s surprise decision 
in December 2003 to scrap its weapons of mass destruction 
programmes. 


Burns was expected to hold talks with Libyan leader 
Muammar Gaddafi during his brief stay but government sources 
gave no time for the meeting. 


Burns landed at Maitiga airport, a former US military base 
outside Tripoli. There was no official ceremony as he was greeted 
by former Prime Minister Abdelaati Labidi. 
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The American visitor did not speak to reporters and was 
whisked by car to a Tripoli hotel. 
Diplomatic scurces saw the visit as a sign that the US could soon lift 
sanctions against a country not long ago considered a pariah state 
because of Gaddafi’s espousai of radical causes in Africa, Europe 
and West Asia. Libya is still on a US blacklist as a state “sponsor of 
terrorism". (Telegraph, Calcutta) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Haidalla supporters form new opposition 
party: A group of prominent Mauritanians, who 
backed former President Mohamed Khouna Ould 
Haidalla in his failed bid to regain power in the 
presidential election in 2003, filed papers for the 
creation of a new political party, April 7. 


Oppositon political sources said papers seeking to legalise 
Ould Haidélla’s new Party for Democratic Convergence were 
submitted t3 the Interior Ministry in the capital Nouakchott. 


If the party is allowed to exist, it is likely to become a major 
opposition force to the ruling Republican Social Democratic Party 
of President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya who has been in 
power for the past 20 years. 


Ould Haidalla was overthrown by Ould Taya in a 1984 coup, 
but he was officially declared runner-up to the incumbent head 
of state in the November 2003 presidential election, which the 
opposition denounced-as riddied with fraud. 


Haidalla and several of his supporters were arrested 
immediate y after the poll and charged with plotting a coup. They 
were released later. 


Many of those backing Ould Haidalla’s new party are Islamic 
radicals, who have in the past been persecuted by Ould Taya’s 
government. (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, 
Nouakchott) 


b. Four editors agree on out of court 
settlement: The state prosecutor, Mohamed 
Elghaith Ould Oumar, April 5, took statements 
from Moussa Diop, editor-in-chief of L’Eveil He- 
bdo, Oumar E! Moctar, managing editor of 
PAuthertique, Yedally Fall, managing editor of Le 
Journal du Jeudi, and Abdel Vettah, managing 
editor of All Moujatama. 


The four journalists were first dragged before the state 
prosecutor on March 31, and again on April 1, 2004, following 
a charge of libel brought against them by Bodiel Ould Houmeid, 
a leading member of the ruling Socialist Democratic Republican 
Party (PRDS) and close friend of President Maaouiya Ould 
Sid’Ahmed Taya. 


The journalists had published articles alleging that when 
Bodiel was Finance Minister between January 2002 and July 
2003, he signed a contract for the sale of an oil refinery at 
Nadibou [economic capital of Mauritania) for a sum considered 
to have been grossly undervalued. He was accused of receiving 
kickbacks. 
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After three hours of proceedings, counsel for the journalists, 
Brahim Ould Ebetty, reached an out-of-court settlement with 
Malainine Ould Khalife, who represented Bodiel Ould Houmeid. 
(Media Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek) 


MAURITIUS 


a. Taxation pact with Uganda: Mauritius and 
Uganda signed a Double Taxation Agreement (DTA) 
with respect to income and corporate taxes recently, 
a report said, April 6. 

The agreement will enable business people pay income tax 
in one of the two countries but not both. It also covers income 
from immovable property, business profits, shipping and several 
other taxable areas. 


“If an investor is paying a corporate tax of 30%, he/she will 
either pay it in Mauritius or Uganda," said Mumtaz Kassam, the 
first secretary of trade and investment at the Uganda high 
commission in Pretoria. 


That brings the number of countries with which Uganda 
has signed DTAs to 10. 


They are Denmark, Norway, South Africa, United Kingdom, 
Zambia, Italy, Netherlands, Kenya and Tanzania. Present at the 
ceremony were Uganda’s high commissioner to South Africa, 
Joseph Tomusange and John Dacruz, the high commissioner of 
Mauritius. (New Vision, Kampala) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Assembly passes tourism Bill: The Mozam- 
bican parliament, the Assembly of the Republic, 
March 29, unanimously passed the first reading of 
a Bill to regulate the tourist industry. 


Introducing the Bill, Tourism Minister Fernando Sumbana 
said that tourism has become "one of the sectors responsibie 
for rapid economic and social development, and is a fundamental 
instrument in the struggle for poverty reduction", 


"The dynamics of the tourist industry, ‘the requirements 
imposed by the market, as well as globalisation and its effects 
imply a process of harmonisations with international procedures", 
he added. 


The Bill, he stressed, was intended to ensure that Mozam- 
bique’s tourism potential is used "in a rational and sustainable 
manner, so as to serve not only the current generation, but also 
future ones". 


Among the objectives of the Bil! are to preserve the 
country's biodiversity and its ecosystems, contribute to job 
creation, and improve the standara of living of local commu- 
nities, by encouraging their active participation in tourism 
activities. 

The Bill stresses that tourism development must respect the 
environment, and that the public authorities, locally and centrally, 
are to favour those tourism activities that have “low impact” on 
the environment. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, 
Maputo) 
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NIGERIA 


a. Newspaper editors face five billion naira 
libel suit: The Sun Publishing Limited of Nigeria 
and its senior editors have been accused in a suit 
filed at the Abuja High Court for alleged libel. 


The journalists named in the suit are Mike Awoyinfa, 
managing director/editor-in-chief, Louis Odion, editor, the Sun- 
day Sun, Femi Adesina, editor, The Sun and Steve Nwosu, 
editor, The Sun on Saturday. Chief Orji Uzor Kalu, publisher of 
the newspaper, and governor of Abia State, South Eastern 
Nigeria, was cited in the suit as first defendant. 


Chief Anthony Anenih, former Minister of Works and Housing 
and current chairman of the Board of Trustees of the ruling 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) filed the suit on March 23, 
claiming damages of five billion naira (about US$22,058,823). 
He is also seeking a retraction of the letter to the President and 
an apology to be published in all national dailies in the country. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)-Ni- 
geria, the suit followed a series of reports published by the Sun 
about an allegation by Governor Kalu that the PDP Board 
chairman had threatened to give him (Kalu) "the Bola Ige 
treatment,” an euphemism for assassination in similar manner 
as former Justice Minister Chief Bola ige was murdered two 
years ago. 


Journalist assaulted: On March 27, Joseph Nafoh, a 
correspondent for the African Independent Television (AIT) 
station, was assaulted by thugs acting on orders from Boniface 
Kobani, a councillorship candidate for the ruling People's 
Democratic Party (PDP) in the Gokina area of Rivers State, 
southern Nigeria. 


According to sources in Nigeria, the incident occurred in 
Ward 1, St. Pius X College, when the correspondent tried to 
film alleged incidents of multiple voting and other acts of 
electoral fraud. 


Police officers at the polling centre intervened, saving Nafoh 
from further harm. The police, however, failed to arrest the 
correspondent'’s assailants, fuelling speculation that the attackers 
had the tacit backing of the authorities. 


On March 29, State Commissioner for Information Magnus 
Abbey returned Nafoh's camera to the television station's office, 
but the video cassette had been removed. (Media Foundation 
for West Africa, Accra) 


[Background Info. Nigeria, page 1267:a] 


b. Nigeria allows Aristide to stay for a few 
weeks: Nigeria has agreed to allow Haiti's deposed 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, to spend a "few 
weeks" in the country before moving on to another 
destination, a senior official said. 


President Olusegun Obasanjo’s spokeswoman Remi Oyo 
said in a statement on March 22 that Nigeria had agreed to a 
request form Haiti’s regional bloc, the Caribbean Economic 
community (CARICOM), that Aristide be accorded a ‘staging 


March 25-April 7, 2004 


post’. There was no indication in the statement as to when the 
Haitian leader would arrive or where he would stay. "CARICOM, 
under the leadership of Jamaica’s Prime Minister Percival 
Patterson, has requested Nigeria to consider giving former 
President Jean-Bertrand Aristide of Haiti a ‘staging post’ for a 
few weeks until his movement to another country". 


Aristide arrived in Jamaica on March 15 from the Central 
African Republic, to which he had been taken on February 29 
after stepping down from power ta flee an armed uprising, and 
being escorted to safety by US agents. (Deccan Herald, 
Bangalore) 


RWANDA 


a. ‘Nteziryayo ordered the killings of Tutsis’: 
A self-confessed killer and the 45th prosecution 
witness in the "Butare trial" told the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), April 5, that 
Colonel Alphonse Nteziryayo, former prefect of 
Butare and one of the six accused in the case, 
ordered the peopie to arrest and kill Tutsis without 
mercy. 


The witness code-named FAB alleged that the accused 
issued the order during a meeting held at Mamba sector, Muyaga 
commune in Butare prefecture in June 1994. The witness 
claimed to have attended the meeting. 


"He asked us to arrest any Tutsi and any Inkotanyi 
(derogative term for Tutsi) and kill whoever is arrested, without 
mercy,” he said. The witness pleaded guilty for crimes of 
genocide in Rwanda and was released on May 6, 2003. 


Muhimana raped and killed two young women, ciaims 
witness: A witness, March 30, told the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) that the former councillor of 
Gishyita sector (Gishita commune, Kibuye province) Mikaeli 
Muhimana, also known as Mika, had raped and then killed two 
girls on April 7, 1994. 


The witness code-named "AP" to protect her identity, is the 
second witness to testify in the trial which started on March 29. 


"Mika came to my father-in-law’s house in the evening and 
took away two girls saying that he was taking them to safety", 
the witness said, adding that Mika had been the family’s friend. 


She continued that she followed the group with the intention 
of asking Mika to hide her children and saw the accused taking 
the girls into his house. She said she was a few metres from 
the door when she heard the girls screaming and begging Mika 
not to rape them. "They were screaming that they could not 
believe that it was Mika who was doing these things to them,” 
AP explained. 


She went on to say that that after about one hour, the former 
councillor brought the girls outside. "They were stark naked and 
could barely walk. Mika then called a group of young men to 
come and see what Tutsi women looked like", AP said. She.also 
narrated that one militiaman hit one of the girls on the head and 
she collapsed. (Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne) 
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Spotlight 

After trauma, Rwanda promotes tourism: The 
first thinc that used to come to people's minds when 
they thought of Rwanda was gorillas. The 1988 
movie "Gorillas in the Mist," which was filmed in 
Kigali, kelped draw tourists eager to spot the 
endangered primates in the wild. 


But all that changed in 1994 when Hutu militias on a rampage 
killed 800,000 of their countrymen in 100 days of slaughter. Not 
surprisingly, foreign visitors shunned the country, as genocide, 
not gorillas, became Rwanda’s claim to fame. 


A decade later, Rwanda is eager to return to the tourist map. 
Recently, it has undertaken a face-lift and a marketing campaign 
designed to draw visitors back to one of Africa’s tiniest but most 
stunning countries. Rwanda is not denying its violent past. in 
fact, its tourist officials are recommending that visitors see the 
genocide memorials. Some are virtually unchanged from the time 
when militas kiled Tutsi and moderate Hutu. 


"We're a country that has suffered, but we've come out with 
our heads high,” said Rosette Rugamba, the country’s tourism 
director. 


"We're not shying away from it, but we're also not going to 
be dragged down by our history." it is its natural beauty that 
tourism officials believe is the country's biggest attraction. 


Mountain gorillas have increased in numbers since 1990, 
according to a recent census that sent experts into the jungies 
of Rwanda, Uganda and Congo. Still, gorillas remain severely 
endangered, and seeing them in their habitat is a rare 
experienc. Only 11,000 visitors a year can get permits to see 
Rwanda's gorillas. So tourism officials are coming up with 
alternative attractions, such as the golden monkeys, rate 
primates m national Volcano Park. 


"Initially, some people would get shocked when they heard 
Rwanda,” Ms Rugamba said. "They'd say ‘Oh, my God, it’s 
Rwanda." But now business is picking up." (New York Times 
News Se-vice/ Asian Age, New Delhi) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Security Council extends UN Mission in 
Sierra Leone: Extending the mandate of the United 
Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) by 
another six months, the Security Council, March 30, 
endorsed plans to scale down the size of its 
peacekeeping force to a residual presence in 2005 
to give Government forces time to assert control 
over the country. 


In a unanimous decision, the 15-member Council voted to 
continue UNAMSIL's work through 30 September at least, as 
requested by Secretary-General Kofi Annan in his latest report. 


The Council also resolved that a reduced UNAMSIL presence 
shouid stay on in Sierra Leone for at least six months starting 
January 1, 2005, to help with the smooth transition of authority 
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over security to the national government. Under a more gradual 
drawdown than previously planned, the Council estimates that 
the troop numbers should fall to 3,250 by February 28, 2005 
from 5,000 at the end of 2004. 


The Council resolution follows Annan’s report recently, which 
noted that the peace process remains fragile in the West African 
country, which is attempting to stabilize after a decade-long civil 
war, (UN News Service, New York) 


SOMALIA 


a. Peace demonstration held in Mogadishu: 
Several thousand Somalis, mainly women and 
children, demonstrated in Mogadishu’s main sta- 
dium, March 31, demanding the war-torn country’s 
faction leaders expedite the ongoing peace talks in 
the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, sources said. 


Organised by local NGOs, the demonstrators called on 
faction leaders who have boycotted the talks to respect an earlier 
agreement signed in Eldoret, Kenya, in 2002, in which they 
committed themselves to a ceasefire and promoting the peace 
process. 


"The message from the demonstrators was that the warlords 
have to respect agreements and return to the talks,” Abdullahi 
Shirwa, head of Peaceline, one of the NGOs that organised the 
demonstration, said. 


"We see the conference as the best option for the Somali 
people." 


A peace message from the Civil Society in Action, a coalition 
of 56 NGOs, professional bodies, youth and women’s groups, 
was read out during the demonstration. It urged the warlords to 
cease hostilities and allow peace to return to the country. 


A number of faction leaders walked out of peace talks in 
Nairobi, and started holding meetings in March in the town of 
Jowhar, 90 km north of Mogadishu. Awad Ashara, a spokesman 
for the self-declared region of Puntland in northeastern Somalia 
said, March 30, that "outstanding issues” remained from phase 
two of the peace talks. (UN integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg) 


{Background Info. Somalia, page 1316:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Anti-terrorism Bill shelved: South Africa’s 
ruling party, the African National Congress, has 
temporarily shelved a controversial anti-terrorism 
Bill that critics say seriously compromises funda- 
mental rights and freedoms in the country. 


The Freedom of Expression Institute (FXI) welcomed the 
government's decision to refrain from tabling the "Protection of 
Constitutional Democracy Against Terrorist and Related Activi- 
ties Bill” in the National Assembly. The ANC had originally aimed 
to have the Bill passed in parliament by the end of March. 


A key factor in its decision to withdraw the Bill was pressure 
from the influential Congress of South African Trade Unions 


1330 African Chronicle 


(COSATU), which threatened to call a national strike and mount 
a constitutional challenge against the Bill, FXI said. COSATU 
argued that the Bill's definition was so vague that union strikes 
or pickets could be considered "terrorist" activities. (International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto) 


SUDAN 


a. About 20,000 flee after ethnic clashes, says 
UN: Nearly 20,000 internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) have flooded Sudan’s Darfur region over the 
past week, reporting a campaign of systematic 
torture and rape by militia groups, which a senior 
United Nations official recently linked to ethnic 
cleansing. 


The UN's Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported, April 7, that 4,000 people have taken shelter 
at the Kalma camp in recent days, raising the camp’s population 
to 12,000. Truckloads of IDPs from the Dinka ethnic community 
are also entering Nyala itself on a daily basis, OCHA reported. 
In the town of Kass, 15,000 people have arrived in the last week. 


New arrivals at Kalma told OCHA staff that Janjaweed militias 
committed "major atrocities" in the Shetaya and Kailiek areas of 
Darfur, killing and torturing up to 200 men and raping women. 
IDPs fleeing Kailiek said they were forced to pay the militias 
simply to leave the area. (UN News Service, New York) 


UPDF bombs LRA rebels: The Uganda Peoples Defence 
Force (UPDF) is using long range heavy artillery to bombard 
Joseph Kony's Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in southern 
Sudan. 


Lt. Paddy Ankunda, the north and northeastern region army 
spokesman, said they preferred heavy artillery to helicopter 
attacks because the rebels were elusive. 


“Using heavy artillery on Kony and his small group will reduce 
the strength of the rebels and eventually they will lose initiative," 
Ankunda said. 


He was addressing a press conference, April 6, in Lira town. 
Ankunda said Joseph Kony and Kwo Yello were the only rebel 
leaders still in Sudan. 


In a related development, the UPDF Fourth Division in Gulu 
said, April 6, it had killed 28 rebels and rescued 10 captives in 
two battles in Aswa and Omoro counties in Gulu and Lira districts 
over the past three days. 


Chief of Intelligence of the UPDF in the northern Uganda, 
Lt. Col. Charles Otema-Awany, said the army killed 25 rebels in 
Aswa county in the attack on an LRA hideout, April 4. 


"We attacked the group that was reportedly planning to 
disorganise the areas within Paicho and the northern part of 
Gulu. We also rescued over 10 captives and recovered some 
light weapons from the rebels during the same attack,” said Lt. 
Otema-Awany. (New Vision, Kampala) 

Opposition leader arrested: Sudan's opposition leader, 


Hasan Abdullah al-Turabi, was arrested, March 31, three days 
after the government launched a crackdown on military officers 
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whom it accused of plotting a coup. According to the agencies, 
security officials arrested Turabi at about 01:30 local time. Turabi, 
the leader of the Popular National Congress party, had earlier 
told reporters that he feared he might be arrested on allegations 
of involvement in the purported coup attempt. 


Contacted for comment, the press attache at the Sudanese 
embassy in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, Neimad Bilal, said she 
had no information about the reported arrests. 


A former ally of President Umar Hasan al-Bashir, who came 
to power in a 1989 military coup, Turabi fell out with the President 
and was detained in 2001. International news reports said 
Turabi's son, Isam, had visited him, March 31, in a prison in the 
capital, Khartoum. 


Meanwhile, eight UN human rights experts were quoted in 
a UN press release as saying on March 26 that they were 
“gravely concerned" by the scale of reported human rights 
abuses and the humanitarian crisis unfolding in the western 
region of Darfur. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Ndjamena) 


{Background Info. Sudan, page 1317: bj 


TUNISIA 


a. President Ben Ali receives head of Arab 
League: President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, April 
2, received the secretary general of the Arab 
League, Amr Moussa, it was announced in Tunis. 


In comments to the media, Moussa said he discussed with 
President Ben Ali issues pertaining to the Arab Summit, 
inter-Arab relations and joint Arab action. The secretary general 
of the Arab League described the meeting as "very important" 
and added, “We will continue our consultations to reach an 
agreement on all. points which will help us resume or hold the 
summit as soon as possible." 


In a statement made after the meeting, the Tunisian official 
spokesman for the Presidency said, "Tunisia reiterates its 
commitment to the unity of Arab ranks and joint Arab action. In 
regard to the issue of holding the Arab Summit, it reaffirms its 
constant and principled position according to which focus and 
agreement should be about the essential issue which is the 
content of the summit. " (Tunisia Online, Tunis) 


UGANDA 


a. 259 Barlonyo residents missing: The gov- 
ernment cannot account for 259 Barlonyo residents, 
more than a month after a rebel attack on the camp 
for the internally displaced in Lira, a minister, said, 
March 29. 


The February 19 attack by the rebels of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army teft scores dead. "Government pathologists have confirmed 
the 124 bodies buried in shallow graves, three of which were 
claimed by relatives, while 121 have been buried in that mass 
grave," state minister for Health Mike Mukula said, March 29, at 
a service in memory of the dead in Lira town. 
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Mukula further said that another 15 died in hospital, but said 
records at the camp indicate that 259 people are missing. They 
are believed to have been killed or kidnapped during the attack 
on Barlonyo, some 20km north of Lira town. 


The cemp held 4,800 people. President Museveni defended 
his government's record in northern Uganda, where the LRA has 
waged a war against the government in Kampala for nearly 18 
years. “| don't agree to lies that we have neglected northern 
Uganda,” Museveni was quoted by the French News Agency as 
saying. “The problem is this conflict, which has forced many 
schools recently established to be abandoned." 


Museveni unveiled a monument at the scene, where 121 of 
the victims were buried, and announced that a memorial 
education centre will be erected to cater for the education of the 
thousands of displaced persons in the region. (The Monitor, 
Kampala) 


Army rejects rebei offer of talks: The Ugandan army has 
nipped in the bud a move by Joseph Kony, the leader of the 
rebel Lord's Resistance Army (LRA), suggesting that he wants 
to open up the way for peace taiks towards ending the country’s 
18-year-long war. 


The army said the offer was insincere. Kony is alleged by 
the army to have ordered his spokesman, Sam Kolo, to seek 
contact with the government for peace talks to end the conflict 
that has devastated northern and parts of eastern Uganda, 
displacing nearly 1.5 million people. 


"We are rejecting his offer," the army spokesman, Maj 
Shaban Bantariza said, March 30. “These are insincere efforts 
whose aim is to deceive those who are weak-minded to deceive 
those who do not know Kony’s history." 


“He (Kony) has come under intense pressure from our forces 
in Sudar", he added, “and he wants to tell lies that he wants 
peace talks in order to get a breathing space." 


Bantariza said that Kony had also ordered his troops to stop 
attackinc camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs) because 
"too mary of his men were being lost in the attacks and ensuing 
pursuits by the army". (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Kampala) 

{Background Info. Uganda, page 1305:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Former envoy to US flees: Zambia’s former 
ambassador to the United States Attan Shansonga, 
facing a K40 billion theft charge of public funds with 
former President Frederick Chiluba and former 
Intelligence chief Xavier Chungu, has fled Zambia. 


Shansonga who was slapped with 169 counts of theft of 
public funds has fled the country in unknown circumstances. 


Taskforce on corruption spokesperson Mpazi Sinyangwe said 
in Lusaka, March 30, that the Taskforce was making frantic 
efforts to track Shansonga down. 


"The Taskforce on corruption is now aware that Mr Attan 
Shansonga, former ambassador to the United States of America 
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is not in the country. However, the Taskforce is making all 
necessary efforts for him to come back and he will be back. 
There is no place to hide," Sinyangwe said. 


Sinyangwe, however, did not say when and how Mr 
Shansonga sneaked out of the country and where he was hiding. 


Shansonga had surrendered his passport to authorities upon 
his arrest and the court in granting him bail had also ordered — 
him to report to police every fortnight. 


in another development, six bandits facing various charges 
have escaped from the Mumbwa police post cells, after breaking 
the grill door at 02:00hrs on March 29, reports Sylvia Mweetwa. 


Police spokesperson, Brenda Muntemba said in Lusaka, 
March 30, that the six were facing charges ranging from theft to 
aggravated robbery. (Times of Zambia, Ndola) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. ZANU-PF wins crucial by-poll: The ruling 
ZANU-PF has retained the Zengeza constituency 
in Chitungwiza, 35 km southeast of Zimbabwe's 
capital Harare, in a weekend by-election marred by 
violence that left one person dead and several 
wounded, it was reported, March 29. 


ZANU-PF won 8,442 votes while the opposition Movement 
for Democratic Change (MDC) scooped 6,704. The result is 
significant as the ruling party was defeated in all major urban 
settlements in the 2000 parliamentary poll. 


However, MDC spokesman Paul Themba Nyathi said 
violence and intimidation affected the outcome of the ballot. 


"The results of the Zengeza by-election do not surprise us 
in view of the gross intimidation, violence and the callous murder 
of our member," he said. An MDC statement said the deceased 
was Francis Chinozvinya, "an MDC youth who was shot in the 
chest, March 28, at the home of the MDC candidate, James 
Makore, in Zengeza", when a mob allegedly raided Makore’s 
home. 


According to the party, another MDC youth, Arthur Gunzven- 
zve, was shot in the leg, while 10 others were also injured in 
the fracas. The Zimbabwe Election Support Network (ZESN), an 
NGO which had observers on the ground during the by-election, 
said it had received confirmation from a local hospital that one 
person was fatally shot and two others were injured. (UN 
integrated Regional Information Networks, Harare) 

b. Police raid community radio station: Police 
in Zimbabwe's second city, Bulawayo, raided the 
offices of Radio Dialogue, March 25 and March 26 
and arrested several staff members. 


Sharon Sithole, the human resources officer at the station 
told the Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA)-Zimbabwe that 
five police officers came to the station in the morning and asked 
for Father Nigel Johnson, the station manager who was away 
in South Africa on business. The officers then produced a search 
warrant which, according to Sithole, stated that police had reason 
to believe that Father Johnson was in possession of subversive 
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material. The warrant was to search the Radio Dialogue offices 
and Father Johnson's private home. The officers proceeded to 
search the eight offices and two studios and took away some 
documents. They also recorded the details of the station's 17 
employees. 


Sithole confirmed that the officers questioned her about the 
link between Radio Dialogue and Bulawayo Agenda, a local 
initiative that organises public meetings where Bulawayo resi- 
dents discuss topical issues of concern in the city. (Media 
Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek) 


REGIONAL 


a. Slave descendants hit back: Americans 
whose ancestors were taken from Africa in chains 
have hired a feared New York lawyer to seek 
compensation for the insurer’s (Lloyd’s of London) 
support of ‘genocide’. 


Centuries after Africans were beaten, chained and trans- 
ported in their millions across the Atlantic, Britain’s role in the 
slave trade is set to resurface in sensational fashion in a New 
York courtroom. 





Descendants of black American slaves are preparing a 
multibillion dollar action against Lloyd’s of London, the best 
known name in world insurance, for allegedly financing the 
trading fleets that uprooted them from their homelands and 
condemned them to generations of slavery in the New World. 
The dramatic claim is the latest in which 'UK pic’ is being forced 
to confront allegations of a murky past. In recent years a host 
of British companies have been sued for allegedly collaborating 
with South Africa’s racist apartheid regime. 


The claim against Lloyd's could prove far more damaging. 
Black leaders are using DNA technology to link themselves with 
recorded slave ships and have enlisted Edward Fagan, the 
feared New York lawyer who extracted huge Nazi gold settle- 
ments from German and Swiss companies, to lead the case. 


Lloyd's is expected to deny it is liable for slavery, but news 
of the case will cause consternation within its gleaming 
steel-and-glass headquarters in the City of London, where the 
insurance giant is tipped to make profits of £1 billion in 2004. 


The sharp-suited brokers and cutting-edge technology that 
now characterize Lioyd’s are only the iatest incarnation in a long 
and controversial history. 


It was founded by Edward Lloyd in a London coffee shop in 
1688 to provide cover for merchants whose ships were regularly 
lost at sea. Just like today, it was the centre of the insurance 
and shipping world in the 1700s and early 1800s, when many 
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ship owners were making vast fortunes by shipping slaves from 
Africa to America and Britain’s colonies in the Caribbean. 


Before slavery was abolished in the British Empire in the 
1830s, and three decades iater in the US, more than 10 millior 
people are thought to have been sold to slave traffickers at West 
African ports before being herded on to boats for the long voyage 
to America. The ships often stopped for supplies at Bristol, 
London or Liverpool. 


The slaves suffered severe mistreatment, malnutrition and 
overcrowding on the way, with around 20 per cent dying at sea; 
on arrival in America, those who had survived the journey were 
permanently separated from their families and friends and soid. 


Deadria Farmer-Paellman, one of the plaintiffs in the case, 
has traced her ancestors to the Mende people of Sierra Leone. 
She told The Observer: “African Americans today are also the 
victims of genocide: our ethnic and national groups were 
destroyed by slavery. This is illegal under US and international 
law. We still do not know anything about who we are. 


"We were referred to as cargo on shipping records, not by 
our names, nationality or ethnic groups, as other immigrants into 
America were. This, as well as ali the murder and mistreatment 
our ancestors suffered, is the definition of genocide and Lloyd’s 
of London aided and abetted it." 


Antoinette Harrell-Miller, another of the claimants, said: "Like 
any other ethnic group living in America, ! have the right to know 
who | am. Lloyd’s of London and others must repair the damage 
they caused." 


Historical records identify around 30,000 ‘slaving’ expeditions 
sailing between Africa and the Americas over 390 years, 
although it is not clear how many of these would have been 
insured at Lloyd’s. but the plaintiffs, 10 black Americans who 
have traced their ancestors to specific slave-trading episodes, 
claim that many of these armadas could not have crossed the 
Atlantic without the financial safety net that Lloyd's provided. 


They want the insurer to contribute to a billion-dollar 
educational fund that would help black Americans to trace their 
ancestry. They are also demanding up to $1 million each in 
personal compensation. If their test case is successful, it could 
open the floodgates for similar lawsuits from any of the estimated 
30 million Americans whose forefathers were slaves. 


The lawsuit is not aimed exclusively at Lloyd's: among the 
other defendants is the US Government, a one-time champion 
of slavery. It will be necessary to establish in court that 
descendants of slaves are also ‘victims’, that the commercial 
entities which profited from slavery should be punished even 
though they were not acting illegally at the time; and whether, 
anyway, they still exist in any meaningful form. (Guardian, 
London/Deccan Herald, Bangalore) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Landslide’ for Bouteflika: The Algerian 
Presidert, Abdelaziz Bouteflika, was re-elected in 


a landslide vote to a second term, the Interior 


Ministry announced, April 9. 


Bouteflika (67) won tfe balloting with 83 per cent of the vote, 
said the Interior Minister, Nourreine Zerhouni. The top rival and 
former Prime Minister, Ali Benflis, took but 8 per cent. 


The Istamic candidate, Abdallah Djeballah, won pila less 
than 5 per cent. 


Suppovters of Bouteflika began celebrating in the streets of 
Algiers after polls closed, April 8 evening, while several of the 
five rival candidates immediately claimed the election was 
marred by fraud. Zerhouni denied the allegations, saying that 
candidates had representatives at all polling stations to ensure 
the vote was held freely and fairly. 


It was the third multi-party presidential vote in the nation 


_.. since 1995. The country has battled an Islamist insurgency for 


many yeérs: The results aré official but have to be validated by 
the Constitutional Council. 


The turnout among the 18 million voters was 59 per cent. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, April 9) 


[Background Info. Algeria, page 1249:a] 


ANGOLA 


a. More foreign diamond seekers detained: 
Forty six foreigners who were involved in illegal 
prospecting of diamonds were arrested in the 
districts of Mussende and Kibala (central Kwanza- 
oo province) under the clean-up operation "Bril- 

ante". 


A communique from Kwanza-Sul provincial command of the 
National Police said, April 10, among the citizens detained 36 
were fron the Democratic Republic of Congo, six from Mali and 
one from vory Coast, Guinea, Burundi and Liberia, respectively. 


(See Regional, page 1343) 


The cperation that started in March 2004, aims at curbing 
illegal panning of diamonds in Mussende and Kibala. However, 
the communique does not say how many diamonds were seized 
in the operation and the damage caused to the State. 


In the process the National Police seized 161 pans, 24 water 
pumps, eight generators, two cellphones, 31 plumbing pipes, two 
motor-bik3s, a scale, three AKM automatic rifles, 10 pickaxes, 
33 hoes end 161 buckets. As many as 3.400 huts that sheltered 
the diamond seekers were destroyed. 
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Meanwhile, more than 600 diamond seekers had been 
arrested in Angola’s central Benguéla province over the last two 
weeks. (Angola Press Agency,- Luanda, April 10) 


{Background info. Angola, page 1321:a] 


BENIN 


a. Nigeria’s request rejected: Benin has turned 
down a request by Nigeria for the handing over of 
some Beninoise government officials allegedly in- 
volved in the trans-border armed robbery by Hamani 
Tidjani. 

Tidjani is currently facing multiple charges in Nigeria after 
he was handed over by the Beninoise government. President 
Mathieu Kerekou of Benin visited President Olusegun Obasanjo 
at his Otta farm recently, and Vanguard gathered that the visit 
was to enable him explain why he could not oblige Nigeria on 
its latest request. 


‘ According to Vanguard sources, Kerekou said it would be 
politically unwise for him to hand over those indicted officials 
many of whom were in-the military.and security agencies. 


It was gathered that the authorities in Benin found it much 
easier to hand over Tidjani because he is a foreigner (Nigerien) 
who resided in Benin for many years. 


Tidjani had, during investigation, named the officials as his 
accomplices, prompting the Beninoise government to probe such 
people and dismiss them from service. But Tidjani wondered 
why they have not been made to face trial. (Vanguard, Lagos, 
April 13) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Coup plotter jailed for 10 years: Army 
captain Luther Ouali Diapagri, the alleged leader of 
a plot to overthrow President Blaise Compaore, has 
been jailed for 10 years by a military court after 
being convicted of treason and endangering state 
security. 


Three of his alleged conspirators received lighter jail 
sentences when their 11-day trial ended, April 17. Three other 
defendants received suspended sentences. The remaining six 
defendants, including opposition politician Norbert Tiendre- 
beogo, were acquitted. 


The prison sentence imposed on Quali was less than the 20 
years sought by state prosecutor Abdoulaye Barry. Ouali 
admitted to the court that he had seriously considered mounting 
a coup to depose Compaore. 


However, the evidence that emerged during the trial indicated 
that Ouali and his comrades were ordinary soldiers frustrated at 
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their failure to claim backpay which they believed was owed to 
them, rather than die-hard revolutionaries bent on overthrowing 
the government. 


Ouali told the court that he was satisfied with the trial, 
because it had allowed him and his colleagues to publicly air 
their grievances. 


"| have achieved my objective because the press and the 
public know about my claims now," he said. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Ouagadougou, April 18) 


{Background Info. Burkina Faso, page 1327:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. CPJ demands release of imprisoned jour- 
nalist: The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), 
April 14, renewed its demand that imprisoned 
journalist Jude Zoss be immediately and uncondi- 
tionally released. 


Zoss, publication director of the private daily L'Hirondelle 
was arrested on February 25 in connection with an article titled, 
"General Boziz: the State's Tax-collector’. He was sentenced on 
March 12 to six months in prison and fined 200,000 CFA francs 
for “insulting the head of state". 


The article alleged that after President Boziz came to power 
in a March 2003 coup, he took over the collection of state tax 
revenue in the country, prompting two senior treasury officials to 
contemplate resignation. 


Two journalists granted provisional release: Mathurin 
Constant Momet, publication director of the independent daily 
Le Confident, and editor-in-chief Patrick Bakwa, were granted 
provisional release from police custody on April 17 after being 
held for about 24 hours. 


However, the two were, April 19, charged with criminal 
defamation, after Pierre Quadda-Diale, a local lawyer, filed suit 
recently. 


The charges relate to a report about a press conference by 
Maximilien Boganda, a Central African businessman. Le Confi- 
dent reported that during the press conference, Boganda 
criticized his former lawyer, Ouadda-Diale, and the CAR’s judicial 
system. 


Local sources said the two were summoned to the police 
station, April 16, because Ouadda-Diale filed defamation charges 
against them. Momet told a local radio station, April 16, that the 
state prosecutor was keeping them in detention pending the 
return of Boganda, who is currently in France, to confirm or deny 
the statements attributed to him. (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, April 19) 


[Background Info. Centre African Republic, page 1311:b} 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. President defeated in polls: Comoran 
President Azali Assoumani suffered a crushing 
defeat in the legislative elections at the weekend, 
according to provisional results released, April 20. 


African Chronicle 


April 8—21, 2004 


The preliminary results of the first round of voting, April 18, - 


for the federal assembly, indicated that parties aligned to the 
three regional presidents took eight of the 18 elected seats in 
parliament, against two for the federal president's party. 


No candidate won a majority in the race for the remaining 
eight seats and a runoff has been scheduled for April 25. 


The three major islands of the archipelago - Grande Comore, 
Moheli and Anjouan - each have their own president and 
legislature, in addition to the federal president and parliament. 


In the elections in March for local assemblies on each of the 
country’s three autonomous islands, Azali’s supporters ended 
up with just 10 seats out of a total of 55. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, April 20) © 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Journalist arrested at Lubumbashi Interna- 
tional Airport: A correspondent of Journaliste En 
Danger (JED), was arrested, April 20, at Lubum- 
bashi international airport. 


Faustin Bella Mako is also editor of the Lubumbashi-based 
weekiy Congo News. The journalist was arrested as he prepared 
to board a Kinshasa-bound flight. He was held at the detention 
centre. 


According to eyewitnesses contacted by JED, Bella 
Mako’s arrest followed an altercation with customs officers 
at the airport. On April 21, a local official told JED that the 
journalist was arrested because he referred to President 
Joseph Kabila as a "Rwandan." {Journaliste En Danger, 
Kinshasa, April 20) 


b. ICC prosecutor receives Kabila letter on 
war crimes: Congolese President Joseph Kabila 
has written to the prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), Luis Moreno Ocampo, 
asking him to investigate war crimes committed 
anywhere in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. 


In a statement issued from The Hague, the ICC said, April 
19, that Kabila’s letter asked Ocampo to investigate crimes 
committed in the Congo since the Rome Statute came into force 
on July 1, 2002. 


“By means of this letter, the DRC asked the prosecutor to 
investigate in order to determine if one or more persons should 
be charged with such crimes, and the authorities committed to 
cooperate with the International Criminal Court,” the court 
reported. 


It said after receiving several communications from individu- 
als and NGOs, Ocampo had in July 2003 announced that he 
would closely follow the situation in the Congo, and that the 
situation would be a priority for his office. 


"Since then, the office has continued its work in analysing 
the situation in the DRC, especially in Ituri," the court reported. 
(UN Integrated Regional information Networks, Kinshasa, 
April 20) 
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c. Rights group claims 200 arrested after 
ethnic clashes: A local human rights organisation, 
Voice of the Voiceless, has claimed that at least 200 
people of the Ngbandi ethnic group in the Demo- 
cratic Rapublic of Congo have been arrested in 
connection with a recent attack by former soldiers 
on several military and civilian installations. 


The chairman of the Kinshasa-based NGO, Floribert Che- 
beya, saic, April 12, that a government investigation into the 
incident showed that only the Ngbandi people, the ethnic group 
of the late Congolese president, Mobutu Sese Seko, had been 
targeted. 


The Mbiya Cultural Association, in which the Ngbandi are 
represented, has also accused the government of "stoking ethnic 
hatred" and “exposing an entire people to public vindictiveness". 


Senator Ndolela Siki Konde, president of the association, 
said in a signed letter that the ministries of the interior and 
information had said that the attack was launched from a 
neighbouring country by members of Mobutu’s former Special 
President al Guards Division. (UN Integrated Regional Infor- 
mation Networks, Kinshasa, April 13) 


Spotlight 
Warring militias test UN enforcement role: In 


Bunia, eastern Congo, the United Nations faces the 
most important test of its peacekeeping prowess. 


Five thousand blue-helmeted United Nations troops, with 


orders frem the Security Council to secure the lawless land run ° 


by rivai militias, have lately found themselves at the receiving 
end of ths gunmen’s wrath. 


In recent months, they have come under fire from the militias 
they had been dispatched to separate and pacify, and they have 
come under increasing pressure to fire back more aggressively. 


Peace remains elusive across the vast mineral-rich region 
known as Ituri, and United Nations officials privately acknowledge 
a crisis cf confidence among the people. 


The challenge facing the peacekeeping mission has once 
again ratsed a vexing question: the next time warlords in a 
neglecied corner of the world. wreak havoc on their land, can 
United Nations peacekeepers be counted on to put an end to 
it? 

The success or failure of the United Nations mission, the 
most expensive in the world, carries implications far beyond the 
borders of this Central African nation—not least for Haiti, where 
United Nations troops are expected to take over from American, 
Canadian and French forces in the coming months. 


The spotlight on lituri comes as the United Nations is poised 
to vastly expand its peacekeeping missions worldwide. By the 
end of 2004, countries emerging from war will need up to 70,000 
troops—up from 48,000 deployed today, according to United 
Nations 2stimates. 


Africa demands the greatest numbers with 10,800 stationed 
in Congo, 15,000 promised for Liberia and 6,000 underway for 
ivory Coast. Aside from Haiti, new missions are to open in 2004 
in Burundi and Sudan. 
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Where those soldiers will come from, with what training and 
resource, is among the United Nations’ chief challenges, one 
made worse by the number of Western troops committed to Iraq. 


The vast majority of peacekeeping forces today come from 
poor nations in South Asia, Africa and Latin America whose 
soldiers are paid more for United Nations duties than for any 
jobs they might find back home. 


"Western countries set a very bad example when they refuse 
to sign up for these peacekeeping missions, implying that 
developing countries should provide the cannon fodder while the 
West comes in for high-profile rescue operations," said David 
Malone, president of the International Peace Academy, a 
research organization. 


in Bunia for the past five years, an estimated 50,000 people 
have died as neighbouring countries and what were effectively 
their local proxies organized along ethnic lines, have fought for 
its control. 

The success of United Nations peacekeeping is plainly 
evident here, even if limited. In May 2003, dismembered bodies 
littered the streets, and grinning, gun-toting child soldiers 


controlied the town. Today, it is no longer under the terrifying 


reign of one ethnic militia. Schools are working. Markets are 
buzzing. 


But reports of rape and extortion continue to pour in. 
Suspects facing criminal trials in the newly established court 
have broken out of jail. The gunmen still have their guns. 


With nearly half of its 10,800 troops nation-wide concentrated 
in ituri, the United Nations mission has been plagued with 
problems, including a dearth of French speakers to communicate 
with civilians and a failure to stanch the flow of arms from 
neighbouring countries. Civilians have grown skeptical about.the 
peacekeepers’ ability to protect them—a skepticism that in turn 
hampers the peacekeepers’ ability to gather intelligence. 


"What are they doing here?" cried a man named Julian 
Odaga Berniwegi, whose two sons were set on fire by gunmen 
one night in January, a stone’s throw from where Uruguayan 
peacekeepers were parked in an armored personnel carrier. 


The head of the mission, William Lacy Swing, said troops 
on the ground had begun to respond with greater force in recent 
weeks. 


"We have reviewed very carefully how we are deployed, how 
robust out posture is," Swing said. 


The scrutiny of the United Nations mission is heightened by 
what came before it. In May 2003, an anemic force of about 
200 Uruguayan peacekeepers stood by helplessly as rival ethnic 
militias battles for control of Bunia. Alarm bells went off about 
the prospects of ethnic cleansing. 


Last June, the United Nations persuaded France to send 
1,400 soldiers on an emergency three-month mission. In July 
2003, the Security Council took what by its standards counts as 
a bold step. It authorized additional troops and gave them the 
strongest mandate possible. 


For the sake of enforcing peace, these peacekeepers can 
shoot to kill. (New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, April 12) 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. Free AIDS medicine deal with Pfizer: The 
Ethiopian government and United States drug giant 
Pfizer, April 16, signed a partnership agreement to 
provide free medicines to people living with AIDS 
in the country, the Health Ministry said. 


Under the deal, Pfizer will provide 50, 000 Diflucan tablets 
to treat cryptococcus meningitis and esophageal cadidasis 
infections, common among AIDS patients. The government will 
distribute the drugs. An estimated three million Ethiopians are 
infected with the HIV virus that causes AIDS, according to figures 
for 2000 from the United Nations AIDS agency. 


"The programme will also open an opportunity to move 
forward and step up public-private sector partnership in response 
to one of the daunting public health problems in Ethiopia," said 
Alemayehu Seifu, a Health Ministry official. (Daily Monitor, 
Addis Ababa, April 20) 


GAMBIA 


a. Independent newspaper attacked: Unknown 
assailants set fire to the printing press of a fiercely 
independent newspaper in Banjul, it was reported, 
April 12. 


The attacx against The Independent was the second in six 
months. The International Press Institute (IP!), Reporters Without 
Borders (RSF), the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) and 
the World Association of Newspapers (WAN) condemned the 
attack, which took place on April 13 morning. 


Six armed men entered a building housing the printing 
press and set fire to it. The assailants reportedly tried to lock 
employees inside the burning building but were unsuccessful, 
CPJ reported. 


All of printing equipment and copies of that day’s edition 
were destroyed. The newspaper's editor-in-chief, Abdoulie 
Sey, has vowed to continue publishing despite the attack. 
(International Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing 
House, Toronto, April 21) 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN appoints team to probe violence in 
Abidjan: The United Nations has appointed a team 
of three human rights experts to investigate abuses 
committed during the government's heavy-handed 
repression of a banned opposition demonstration at 
the end of March. 


The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights said in a 
statement, Apri! 8, that the team would travel to Ivory Coast to 
investigate the political violence in Abidjan between March 25 
and March 26, during which dozens and possibly hundreds of 
people were killed. 


The team comprises Vera Duarte, a former Supreme Court 
judge in Cape Verde who now heads the West African country’s 
National Committee of Human Rights, Eugene Nindorera, a 
former Human Rights Minister in Burundi, and Franca Sciuto 


of Italy, who was formerly the chairperson of Amnesty Interna- 
tional. Sciuto took part in an earlier international commission of 
inquiry into human rights abuse in Ivory Coast in 2007. 

The Ivorian government maintains that 37 people died in 


Abidjan during two days of street clashes and house-to-house 
manhunt by the security forces at the end of March. 


However, opposition parties maintain that 350 to 500 were 
killed as the security forces crushed the protest against President 
Laurent Gbagbo. 


The Ivorian Movement for Human Rights (MIDH) estimates 
that about 200 died and 400 were wounded as police and soldiers 
fired live ammunition into crowds of civilian protestors and 
personnel in military uniform rounded up suspected opposition 
activists. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Abidjan, April 9) 

[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1325:a] 


b. Journalist imprisoned: The Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) has learned that journalist 
Gaston Bony, publication director of Le Venin 
weekly newspaper and a host at the radio station 
La Voix de l’Agniby, has been sentenced to six 
months in prison on criminal defamation charges. 


On March 24, a court in Agboville, a town about 37 miles 
north of the commercial capital, Abidjan, sentenced Bony to six 
months in prison and a fine of 50,000 CFA francs. Agboville 
Mayor Tetchi Chiedou Claude pressed charges against Bony 
after he accused the mayor of corruption in a February 23 Le 
Venin article, according to local sources. 


President Laurent Gbagbo has repeatedly claimed that "no 
journalist [would] be imprisoned” by his administration. This is 
the first time since Gbagbo came to power four years ago that 
a journalist has been convicted and jailed for his work in Ivory 
Coast. 


"We call for the immediate release of Gaston Bony," said 
CPJ Executive Director Ann Cooper. "We urge the Ivoirian 
government to keep its promises not to imprison journalists for 
press offences." (Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, 
April 8) 


KENYA 


a. Hospital shut down: A Swiss-funded hospital 
in Nakuru has been closed following a row between 
the donors and local leaders. 


Rhein Valley Hospital in Kasambara area was closed, 
sparking protests from the residents who, April 19, held a 
peaceful demonstration demanding its immediate re-opening. 


The residents in their hundreds met at the nearby St Stephen 
Catholic Church and appealed to the Government to ensure that 
the hospital is re-opened. They expressed their surprise that no 
notice of closure had been issued to them. 


It was not clear who ordered the closure of the hospital which 
has modern medical facilities, including electrical beds that were 
sourced from Switzerland by the donors. 


April B21, 2004 


The hospital, which was constructed strategically along the 
Nakuru-Nairobi highway, opened its doors to the public in 2003. 


Funds for the construction were raised by the Rhein Valley 
Community in Switzerland on requests of the Lake Nakuru 
Lodge management. One of the main fund raisers was 
Stephane Holdregger, a Swiss national who has been a 
frequent v sitor to Kenya and a close friend of directors of the 
tourist lodge. (East African Standard, Nairobi, April 20) 


MAURITANIA 


a. More arrests in connection with 2003 failed 
coup: The Mauritanian security services have 
arrested several relatives of Major Saleh Ould 
Hanenna, the mastermind of the failed coup in 2003, 
against President Maaouiya Ould Taya, security 
sources said, April 14. 


The scurces said at least six relatives of Ould Hanenna had 
been rounded up recently, most of whom were serving or retired 
members of the armed forces. 


Ould Hanenna himself is still at large. Government officials 
say they believe he is holed up in the desert near Mauritania’s 
eastern border with Mali, a remote area that is controlled by 
tribal warlords, smugglers and bandits. 


The military sources said the latest arrests came as the 
government reopened a commission of inquiry set up to 
investigate the June 2003 uprising. Many of those questioned 
about it earlier are now being interviewed again, they added. 


About 120 members of the armed forces were arrested 
shortly afier the coup attempt and are still being held in custody 
awaiting trial. Dozens of others were interrogated and sub- 
sequently released. 


The uprising led to two days of heavy fighting between 
insurgents and loyalist troops in the capital Nouakchott, during 
which dozens of people were killed. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nouakchott, April 15) 

{Background Info. Mauritania, page 1327:a] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Gender draft Bill rejected: Three years after 
it was submitted to Parliament for scrutiny, a draft 
Bill from civil society groups aimed at legislating 
equal rights for women has been thrown out by the 
parliamentary Standing Committee on Constitu- 
tional and Legal Affairs, it was reported, April 14. 

in 2001, women's rights groups, led by the Women’s 
Manifesto Network as well as the Legal Assistance Centre (LAC) 
and the National Society for Human Rights (NSHR), submitted 
a proposal for the equal representation of men and women on 
party lists submitted for local, regional and national elections. 

The petitioners also proposed amendments to some existing 
Acts to allow for this change. 


Acco-ding to the committee’s report, which was presented to 
parliament recently, it concluded that political parties should 
sensitise their members on gender equality rather than hope for 
it to be iraposed through legislation. After a consultative meeting 
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with the Deputy Minister of Women Affairs and Child Welfare 
Marlene Mungunda, and later with the Deputy Minister of 
Regional and Local Government and Housing Gerhard Tote- 
meyer, the committee said that the draft Bill was found to have 
“tittle to do with democratic principles and practices". (Namibian, 
Windhoek, April 14) 


NIGERIA 


a. $5m for Chad Basin project: The Federal 
Government has agreed to contribute a sum of five 
million dollars towards the reactivation of the Lake 
Chad River Basin project, with a view to enhancing 
agricultural and economic activities across the 
region. 

The regional parliament committee will meet in June to 
discuss and strategise ways to organise a donor conference to 
generate funds for the capitalisation water project, it was 
reported, April 19. 


This was disclosed by the chairman of the committee, 
Mohammed Kumalia, representing Borno central federal con- 
stiituency, in the House of Representatives. 


According to him, the five million dollars to be paid by Nigeria 
was the amount needed for the execution of feasibility studies 
on the Lake Chad Basin so as to ascertain the cost and viability: 
of the water reactivation project. (Daily Trust, Abuja, April 19) 


RWANDA oo 

a. ‘Nteziryayo ordered the killing of Tutsis’: 
A self-confessed killer and the 47th prosecution 
witness in the "Butare trial" told the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), April 13, that 
Colonel Alphonse Nteziryayo , former prefect of 
Butare and one of the six accused in the case, 
ordered the people to kill Tutsis. 


The witness code-named QBU to conceal his identity alleged 
that the accused issued the order during a meeting held at 
Mukindo sector in Butare prefecture in 1994. 


The witness added that during the meeting the accused told 
the people that their enemies were the Tutsis, and that they 
should be killed. 


“When you sweep ashes you don't keep them in the house, 
you should take it out," the witness recalled what Colonel 
Ntezirayo said during the meeting, in which he also introduced 
himself as the new prefect for Butare. 


QBU said that all Tutsis should be hunted down and killed 
wherever they might be. According to the witness, Colonel 
Nteziryayo also ordered Hutu young men to kill their Tutsi girl 
friends. 


He said the people carried out the orders. He said that he 
personally participated in the killing. The witness has been in 
detention since January 19, 1997 and has confessed before 
the office of the Rwandan prosecutor in Butare prefecture. 
(Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, April 13) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1328:a] 
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Spotlight 

Rwanda —an abnormal, traumatised society: 
Wearing a white dress and an uncertain smile, Irene 
Mutoni gazes from her cot a two-year-old girl in a 
fading photograph. 


Her favourite food, says the caption, was banana and rice. 
Her favourite toy was a stuffed dog. Her first word was daddy, 
her method of death was drowning in boiling water. 


Tacked to the wall are dozens of photographs of other 
murdered children with the same basic information, just one 
segment of a new memorial centre in Kigali which opened on 
April 7, for the 10th anniversary of Rwanda's genocide. 


Politicians and ordinary Rwandans, Tutsi and Hutu, are due 
to attend the ceremony. There will be a plaque, speeches, a 
moment of silence for the victims, and then life will go on. 
Survivors, perpetrators and their relatives will return to homes 
and workplaces, as if this were a normal country. 


In a way it is. Rwanda is peaceful and stable, even staid. 
Kigali is one of Africa’s safest cities. 


A decade after Hutu extremists slaughtered 800,000 Tutsis 
and moderate Hutus in 100 days, there is a Tutsi-led elected 
government preaching unity and reconciliation. The peace is 
solid. To have reached this stage after just 10 years is a 
remarkable accomplishment. 


But Rwanda is an abnormal, traumatised society. Tolerance 
between mistrustful neighbours reflects not a miracle of forgive- 
ness but the will of an authoritarian regime. 


"ts too early for real reconciliation. That's for future 
generations," said Rakiya Omar, a Rwanda expert with African 
Rights, a human rights watchdog. "People are coexisting 
because they have no choice. Where would they go?" 


Few claim to know the hearts and minds of central Africa's 
most undemonstrative people, and more than one western 
diplomat confessed to not ‘getting’ how Hutus and Tutsis still 
share such a tiny, crowded country. 


One obvious reason is that the President, Paul Kagame, 
insists they do. Leader of the Tutsi rebels who ousted the 
genocidal Hutu regime, he now wears civilian clothes but rules 
like a general and squashes opponents as ‘divisionists’ who stoke 
ethnic rivalry. 


Since Tutsis make up less than 15% of the population, 
Kagame needs Hutu support to stay in power, so promoting 
"unity" is a political imperative. Officialdom frowns on using the 
terms Hutu and Tutsi. 


Rwanda is about to get its first private radio stations since 
the genocide and newspapers have started exposing government 
corruption, but Human Rights Watch, dinong others, worries the 
lid on dissent is too tight, allowing resentment to build. 


After intimidating opponents, Kagame won 95 per cent of the 
vote in last year’s presidential election and his coalition won 
three-quarters of parliamentary seats, disappointing observers 
who hoped for freer, fairer ballots. 
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"It's easy for outsiders to criticize but if we open political 
space who do you think is going to fill it?" said Musare Faustin, 
a presidential adviser. 


The genocide’s masterminds are in jail or in hiding, but the 
grievances and prejudices they exploited endure. It would not 
take much to whip up resentment. 


Rwanda’s economy has grown spectacularly in the past five 
years. New buildings pop up like toast on Kigali’s skyline, tourists 
are trickling back to gorilla parks and foreign donors are content 
since Rwanda stopped openly stoking Congo's civil war. 


But outside the capital it is the old story of too many peasants 
with too little land, the claustrophobia aggravated by property 
disputes between growing families and returning refugees. 


Ethnic rivalry: There was no inevitability, no ancient 
enmity, about 1994. It was Belgian colonialists who turned 
ethnic rivalry deadly by selecting taller, lignhter-skinned Tutsis 
to rule over the shorter, darker Hutus. Periodic massacres after 
independence emboldened Hutu extremists to wipe out the 
uppity minority. 

The hate ideology is gone but homicidal impulses may linger. 
"You hear people say that if Kagame is killed we will eat the 
Tutsis’ cows — a euphemism for killing the owners," said Ms 
Omar, though she considers the atmosphere more relaxed than 
at any time in the past decade. 


In Murambi, three hours’ drive south of Kigali, Emmanuel 
Murangira is still waiting for the apology for the death of 49 
relatives, including his wife and three children, who were among 
the estimated 40,000 Tutsis killed in the local school. 


The Kigali memorial centre dropped plans to use ‘reconcili- 
ation’ as the title of the final segment, dealing with the genocide’s 
aftermath. (Rory Carroll in Guardian, London/Hindu, New 
Delhi, April 5) 


SENEGAL 


a. Three soldiers killed by separatists in 
Casamance: Separatist rebels in Senegal’s south- 
ern province of Casamance killed three soldiers and 
seriously injured five more when they attacked an 


„army unit carrying out mine clearance operations, 


a military spokesman said, April 2. 


The attack took place, April 1, in Guidel, about 18 km 
southeast of Ziguinchor, the capital of Casamance, he added. 


This was the first serious assault on the Senegalese army 
by the separatist rebels for two years. 


During that period soldiers have been clearing mines and 
rebuilding villages to enable 15,000 displaced people to return 
to their homes. 


About 50,000 people in Casamance have been forced to flee 
their homes as a result of a low-level guerrilla war waged for 
the past 22 years by the faction-ridden Movement of Democratic 
Forces of Casamance (MFDC). 

The government has been negotiating a peace deal with the 
moderate wing of the MFDC. (UN Integrated Regional Infor- 
mation Networks, Dakar, April 2) 
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SIEERA LEONE 


a. Electoral officials charged with corruption: 
A British-born judge brought in specially to try 
corruption cases imposed stiff bail on two electoral 
officials accused of embezzling public funds in a 
high profile case being heard during the run-up to 
sierra Leone's local government elections. 


At a court hearing, April 5, Justice Robert Schuster set bail 
of 128 milion leones (US$43,000) for Joseph Aruna and Francis 
Hindowa, two former electoral commissioners in Sierra Leone's 
Eastern Region, for misappropriating more than $1,000 of public 
funds each. 


Sierra Leone’s low-paid civil service is riddled with corruption 
which President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, assisted by western 
donors, has made sporadic attempts to clamp down on. 


This s the third high-profile anti-corruption case to reach the 
courts since a special Anti-Corruption Commission was estab- 
lished b¥ an act of parliament in 2000. 


It is coming to trial just ahead of local government 
elections on 22 May and could help to satisfy donors’ 
demancs that the government account for funds provided 
for the 2002 presidential and parliamentary elections before 
they release more cash. 


According to state prosecutor Alusine Sesay, Aruna and 
Hindowa both misappropriated funds meant to buy office furniture 
and refurbish official buildings. 


Both men have pleaded not guilty. Along with the $43,000 
bail they will have to provide two sureties and also surrender 
their passports to the Anti-Corruption Commission. 


The Commission was established with British support. It 
focuses particularly on corrupt payments to government 
officiale and the misappropriation of public and donor funds. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Freetown, 
April 5° 

b. UN mission probes unauthorized use of 
mining equipment: The United Nations Mission in 
Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) has ordered an immediate 
and cetailed probe into allegations that one of its 
peacekeepers has been using mining equipment for 
unauthorized reasons. 


In a statement issued, April 7, in the capital Freetown, 
UNAMSIL said: “Early indications are that a Ukrainian soldier 
has been assisting the licensed Sierra Rus mining company to 
remove spoil material from a mining site." 


Thea site in question is in the Kenema District of Sierra Leane’s 
Eastem Province. 


The statement said that if the allegations were confirmed, 
they would contravene the mission's standing orders on the use 
of UN equipment and prompt severe disciplinary measures 
against the offender. 


UNAMSIL has been in the west African country since October 
1999 following the end of hostilities in a long-running civil war. 
(UN Mews Service, New York, April 7) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Landslide win for ANC: President Thabo 
Mibeki’s African National Congress has cruised to 
its biggest electoral landslide in a decade of power 
in South Africa, bagging almost 70 per cent of votes, 
partial results showed, April 17. 


Africa's oldest liberation movement, which in 1994 forced an 
end to some five decades of white racist rule, won a two-thirds 
majority, April 15, in landmark polls—- a magic figure it had failed 
to garner in the country’s last two elections. 


The ANC announced a victory party in Johannesburg, April 
15, with Mbeki due to attend a meeting at a convention centre 
in the upmarket Sandton suburb. 


Lagging far behind the ANC in second piace was the 
Democratic Alliance with 13.2 per cent of the vote, according to 
results based on 59 per cent of ballots. 


The independent Electoral Commission said preliminary 
estimates showed the turnout was likely to be around 75 per 
cent of the country's 21 million registered voters. As Mbeki sailed 
towards another five years in power, the party issued a statement 
declaring that it had won a "decisive mandate to fight poverty 
and create work” from voters from all races and classes. 


“We have good reason to be pleased, our expectations were 
a decisive majority... The results show that people really appre- 
ciate what we have achieved in the last 10 years," ANC 
spokesman Steyn Speéd said’ l ee 


A report said the Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom Party won 
about 6.5 per cent. 


"The people have spoken. It's a clear message that the ANC 
must use the overwhelming majority to improve the lives of the 
people. We must overcome poverty by creating jobs for the 
people," President Thabo Mbeki said, April 16. (Deccan Herald, 
Bangalaore, April 17) 


b. Women bear the brunt of AIDS epidemic, 
says survey: Nearly one in four South African 
women aged between 20 and 24 is infected with 
the AIDS virus, but broad HIV infection rates among 
youth appear to be stablising, according to a 
national survey. 


The study by researchers at the University of Witwatersrand 
released, April 8, said women bear the brunt of the country’s 
raging AIDS epidemic ——which infects an estimated five million 
of South Africa’s 45 million people, the highest caseload in the 
world. 


“Among the 10 per cent of South African youth who are HIV 
positive, 77 per cent are women," the researchers said. "Nearly 
one in four women aged 20-24 are HIV positive compared to 
one in 14 men of the same age." The overall HIV prevalence 
rate of about 10 per cent for South Africans aged between 15 
and 24 is broadly in line with other estimates conducted of the 
national population, and data reflected earlier suggestions that 
new HIV infection rates are levelling off, chief investigator 
Professor Helen Rees said. 
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“But it would be naive to think that this is any cause for 
celebration. The rate of infection among South African youth, 
particularly young girls, is among the highest in the world, and 
there are persistent behavioural trends, such as multiple sexual 
partners, that exacerbate the problem," Rees said in a statement. 
The study, based on a sample of almost 12,000 young South 
Africans, found HIV prevalence among 15 to 18 year olds was 
relatively low but jumps quickly among young people aged form 
19 to 24. About one third of sexually experienced young women 
said they wera coerced into their first sexual encounter and that 
their male partners were on average four years older, making it 
harder to refuse sex or negotiate condom use. 


The survey said sexually active young women had more sex 
than their maie counterparts, placing them at a greater risk for 
exposure to HIV, and that these women were less likely to report 
having used a condom during their last sexual encounter. 


it was also found that about two thirds of respondents were 
still not using condoms consistently, and that 62 per cent of those 
who tested HIV positive believed they were at no risk or had a 
smali chance of having contracted the virus. 


Among all youth, 25 per cent indicated they knew someone 
with HIV and 45 per cent said they knew someone who had died 
of AIDS. (Statesman, Calcutta, April 10) 


SUDAN 


a. Sudan signs major agreement with 
Uganda: Even as mistrust festers between Uganda 
and Sudan, the two countries have signed a major 
agreement under a joint ministerial commission, a 
report said, April 18. 

But left unresolved, was a host of controversial issues related 
to security, refugees, immigration and trade between the two 
east African neighbours. In a final statement, following the two 
days of talks, the countries announced the signing of a 
“framework cooperation agreement” and two other accords. 


The LRA’s rebellion has devastated northern Uganda killing 
tens of thousands and displacing over 1.5 million people. 


Uganda’s Deputy Prime Minister and Public Service Minister, 
Henry Kajura hailed the agreements signed, April 18, as a step 
toward “renewal and reinvigoration" of relations between the 
states. Acting Foreign Affairs minister, Maj. Tom Butime repre- 
sented Uganda while his counterpart, Dr Mustafa Osman Ismael! 
led the Sudan team. The Ugandan team was 50-man strong. 
(Monitor, Kampala, April 18) 

Sudanese militia vows to fight LRA rebels: A south 
Sudanese militia group has vowed to wage an all out-war against 
Uganda’s Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels in apparent 
retaliation for LRA attacks against civilians inside Sudan. 


In a statement issued over the weekend, the Equatoria 
Defence Force (EDF), a militia group formerly allied with the 
LRA and the Sudanese government, promised to “take the war 
against LRA rebels in South Sudan to all their hideouts". 

"We shali smoke LRA rebels in their holes and they will be 
killed like rats when they run out", said the statement signed by 
the EDF secretary general Charles Kisanga. 
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Kisanga asked Uganda to help his militia against the LRA. 
"EDF is appealing to the Ugandan government to help us get 
rid of this brutal! terrorist guerrilla force," he said. "It has been 
years since UPDF [the Ugandan army] started pursuing LRA in 
south Sudan, but Uganda can rest assured that EDF has the 
capacity to do this job in a much shorter time and at a lesser 
cost if we are afforded the facilities we need to get the job done". 


For 18 years since northern Uganda's insurgency began, the 
LRA and its leader Joseph Kony have mainly operated out of 
the regions of Sudan bordering Uganda. After launching attacks 
against the Ugandan army or civilians in the north, the rebels 
often retreat back to Sudan where they keep their supplies, 
according to former LRA captives and other sources. But they 
have also attacked villages in south Sudan, as they do in 
Uganda, to loot food and abduct children for forcible recruitment. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Kampala, 
April 20) 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1330:a] 


b. Al-Jazeera bureau chief sentenced: Re- 
porters Without Borders (RSF) has called for the 
immediate release of Islam Salih, Al-Jazeera’s 
Khartoum bureau chief. 


Salih was convicted, April 10, of “disseminating false news" 
and sentenced to one month in prison and a one million 
Sudanese pound fine. He faces another month in prison if he 
does not pay the fine. 


The organisation also urged the Sudanese authorities to lift 
their news blackout on the tragic situation in the Darfur region, 
which is the underlying reason for Salih’s arrest and imprison- 
ment. "His imprisonment is just one more example of the 
intolerable policy practiced by the Sudanese authorities, espe- 
cially the security services, who are trying to cover up the horrors 
committed against the civilian population in Darfur by govern- 
ment forces and the armed Arab militia," RSF said. 


The organisation described the news blackout imposed on 
the press as "criminal" and said it had aggravated the crisis. 
"We have lost count of the number of newspapers that have 
been closed and journalists detained over the past year for trying 
to challenge the blackout,” RSF said. “We urge the government 
to release Salih and allow all journalists to work freely so that 
the Sudanese people and the rest of the world can be told about 
the situation in the Darfur region," the organisation added. 
(Reporters sans Frontires, Paris, April 13) 


TANZANIA 


a. Zanzibar passes law banning same sex 
marriage: The Zanzibar government has passed a 
law that outlaws gay and lesbian practices in the 
Isles, and imposes severe penalties for same sex 
cohabitation, it was reported, April 19. 


Offenders face prison terms of up to seven years or a fine 
of Tsh 700,000 ($700) for lesbians, while male: offenders face 
jail terms of up to 25 years. People found creating an enabling 
environment for the offences face a jail sentence of five years. 
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Government officials say the law has been introduced to curb 
the increasing number of same-sex marriages in this predomi- 
nantly Muslim island of a million people. But it is also seen as 
being the covernment reaction to pressure from interest groups 
that have been lobbying behind the scenes to introduce a form 
of Islamic aw in Zanzibar. The law seeks to amend the penal 
code of 1934 and to mete out severe penalties to gays and 
lesbians. 


Though homosexuality is not uncommon in Zanzibar, it has 
puzzled scme observers why the government gave in so easily 
to pressure from non-governmental organisations and religious 
groups, particularly the Islamic Propagation and Islamic Aware- 
ness Group - popularly Known as Uamsho. In recent weeks, 
Uamsho held several demonistrations in the Isles. (East African, 
Nairobi, April 19) 


TOGO 


a. Child prostitution goes unchecked in Togo: 
In downtown Lome there is an area known locally 
as “The Child Market," where girls as young as nine 
are offered for sex, sometimes for less than a dollar, 
it was reported, April 16, 


Child welfare groups complain that Togo lacks strong laws 
to punish the pimps who ruthlessly exploit these children. And 
the kids themselves complain that the police who patrol the 
district and are supposed to protect them, simply demand sex 
for free. 


Adjo is 11 years old and tries hard to look sexy in her black 
mini-skirt and skin-tight blue swimsuit top. 


She said over a drink in a bar filled with cigarette smoke and 
drug dea&rs lurking in the background that she likes foreign 
customers best. They pay better and treat her more respectfully 
than Togclese men. 


“The Ghanaians, the Ibos from Nigeria, the Senegalese and 
the other “oreigners pay 5,000 CFA (US$10) and sometimes with 
a bit of luck they'll pay 10,000 CFA (US$20) - and despite that 
they treat us well,” Adjo said. 


"The Togolese maybe give us 1000 or 1500 CFA (US$2 or 
$3) and then want to rape us violently. They often hurt and insult 
us," the smail girl said, visibly upset as she recalled such 
unpleasant memories. 


Adjo's 13-year-old friend Amivi, meanwhile, complained that 
the security forces did nothing to help the girls by day and simply 
demanded freebies from them at night. (UN Integrated 
Regionai information Networks, Lome, April 16) 


TUNISIA 


a. E ght Internet users convicted of terrorism: 
A Tunis court sentenced eight Internet users from 
the Sorthern city of Zarzis upto 26 years in prison, 
April 6. 

The convicted Internet users were accused of promoting 
terrorist attacks on the sole basis of files they downloaded from 
the internet. 
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RSF voiced shock and outrage over the sentences and called 
for the Internet users’ release when their appeal is heard. "The 
trial of these young people demonstrates the Tunisian judicial 
system’s outrageous contempt for the rights of the defence. 
Simply consulting Internet sites cannot be considered evidence 
of a terrorist plot. The Tunisian regime is trying to terrorise 
Internet users and silence dissent," the organisation said. 


RSF called on the international community, and especially 
the United States and the European Union, to reaffirm that the 
fight against terrorism cannot justify violations of individual 
freedoms or allowing justice to take a back seat to the arbitrary 
exercise of power under any circumstances. (Reporters Sans 
Frontires, Paris, April 14) 

b. Palestinian envoy hopes next Arab summit 
would produce results: President Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali, April 8, received a special envoy of 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. 


In a statement to the press at the end of the meeting, the 
special envoy, Hani Al Hassan, said he delivered a message 
from Arafat to President Ben Ali. The meeting, he said, was an 
occasion to discuss "the Arab and Palestinian situation”. 


He added, "the Palestinians and President Arafat, in 
particular, follow the developments pertaining to the Arab summit 
and support the position of Tunisia and President Ben Ali 
according to which the summit should not be just a formal event 
but shouid carry substance concerning, in particular, the 
Palestinian cause and the role of the. Arabs in improving their 
own situation.” 


The Palestinian envoy also expressed his hope that the 
Summit be held in Tunisia. "That," he said, "would be a sign for 
the development of common ideas." 


Tunisia had announced on March 27 the postponement of 
the Arab summit which was scheduled to start March 29. 
Tunisia's foreign minister cited “differences of views regarding 
certain amendments and proposals presented by the Tunisian 
side concerning a number of issues it considers substantial and 
of great importance as to the process of development, modern- 
ization and reform in our Arab countries, and as such a means 
to consolidate the steps towards democratic progress, protection 
of human rights, consolidation of the status of women, the role 
of civil society, etc." (Tunisia Online, Tunis, April 8) 
[Background Info. Tunisia, page 1330:a] 


UGANDA 


a. Army kills 4 LRA men, frees 18 captives: 
Four rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
were killed and 18 captives rescued in two separate 
clashes between the LRA and UPDF in Gulu and 
Kitgum districts, April 19. 

The army said three rebels were killed in Itinyo village in 
Namokora sub-county in Chua county on the Uganda-Sudan 
border. It said three AK47 rifles were recovered from the LRA 
hideout together with most of the rebels’ looted items. 


Sources also said the rebels were smoked out of their hideout 
in Chua county. 
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In Gulu, the army spokesman, Lt. Frank Baraza, said they 
killed one rebel during a brief gunfire exchange between the LRA 
and UPDF in Atyak sub-county in Kilak county. 


He said four rebels were forced to surrender during the clash. 


"We captured three other rebels at Pabbo internally displaced 
persons’ camp with two sub-machine guns, 60 rounds of builets 
and two bomb shells of 60mm mortar,” Baraza said. 


He said they also rescued 18 abductees from the LRA 
rebels in various places in Gulu district during the two 
operations. (New Vision, Kampala, April 19) 

[Background Info. Uganda, page 1331:a] 


b. Eight Karimojong pastoralists killed: Eight 
Karimojong pastoralists were killed and three others 
injured by suspected Pokot warriors, it was reported, 
April 19. 

During a raid near Namalu trading centre in Nakapiripirit 
district, the Pokot believed to be from both Uganda and Kenya, 
stole an unspecified number of cattle. 


The district secretary for security, John Loonye, said the 
Pokot, who attacked Lomorimor village fought with the pastor- 
alists and they managed to grab the cattle and retreated towards 
Kariita. 


“By 11:00am gunfire could still be heard from the ethnic Pian 
pastoralists who tried to purse the raiders," Loonye said. 


UPDF 3rd division commander Lt. Col. Silver Kayemba said 
the army was pursuing the warriors, who had retreated in the 
direction of Kariita; towards the Uganda-Kenya border. 


Kayemba said Nakapiripirit district was still recovering from 
a recent raid by the ethnic Kadam who usually come down from 
the mountains and raid cattle from Tokora sub-county. 


Kayemba said people who tried to resist the raid were 
undressed and beaten up. (New Vision, Kampala, April 19) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Four sentenced to death for murder: The 
Kitwe High Court, April 16, sentenced four people 
to death for killing a taxi driver in January 2003. 


Justice Cosmas Kabamba sentenced Gerthin Musonda, 28, 
John Mwenya, 21, Brian Lumamba, 28 and Mabvuto Phiri after 
he convicted them of murdering Obby Chama on January 12, 
2003. 


Justice Kabamba said the quartet should be hanged by the 
neck until they were pronounced dead. 


Earlier in mitigation, Lucane Moono, the lawyer representing 
Mwenya, the youngest of the convicts, said that the court should 
have imposed any other sentences than the mandatory one. 


He further said the death sentence had been condemned in 
the whole world and that Republican President Levy Mwanawasa 
had also condemned it. 

Justice Kabamba dismissed the mitigatory argument saying 
the law gave him the power to sentence murderers to death. 

Facts before the court were that on January 12, 2003, the 
quartet murdered Chama and stole a Toyota Sprinter worth K1Q 


million belonging to Simon Musonda. The four were charged 
with aggravated robbery and murder which they all denied. 
(Times of Zambia, Ndola, April 17) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Suspected mercenaries further remanded: 
The 70 suspected mercenaries, arrested in March, 
in connection with the foiled coup in Guinea, were 
further remanded to custody till April 15. 


They are being charged under the Public Order and Security 
Act, the Firearms Act and the Immigration Act. 


The group briefly appeared before provincial magistrate 
Mishrod Guvamombe at a court convened at Chikurubi Maximum 
Security Prison where they are detained. 


The suspects’ lawyers are to make an application, April 15, 
for refusal of remand. Clad in khaki prison garb, the suspected 
terrorists were escorted from the prison cells into the big 
make-shift court under tight security. 


They walked into the court in pairs with their hands 
handcuffed and legs shackled. Some of them waved to friends 
and relatives who sat in the court gallery which had about 40 
people to witness the hearing. 


Among the friends and relatives were two women who wept 
as the suspects entered the court. Charges against the group - 
comprising 10 whites, two coloureds and 58 blacks - stem from 
June 2003, when Simon Francis Mann was allegedly contracted 
by Severo Moto, an exiled Guinean opposition political leader, to 
assist in toppling the president of that country through a violent 
coup. Mann and one Nick du Toit recruited 69 men with military 
backgrounds to carry out the task, the State alleged. The 70 
suspects allegedly conspired to possess dangerous weapons 
which were to be used in the process. (Herald, Harare, April 14) 


State lifts ban on food for suspected mercenaries: The 
government has made an about-turn and has allowed food from 
outside for the suspected 70 mercenaries currently being held 
at Chikurubi Maximum Prison, it was reported, April 18. 


The Standard reported that almost $4 million worth of food 
had gone waste after the government - on the pretext of 
upholding national security - banned food intended as an Easter 
treat for the suspected mercenaries. 


it was also learnt that the State, cocerned over the adverse 
media report it was receiving had also pleaded with their defence 
team not to make public any other complaints raised by some 
of the suspects. 


"There are a number of complaints from the guys (merce- 
naries) which we were going to make in court but the State 
asked us not to say them out. They said they would sort them 
out as housekeeping issues," said Harare lawyer Jonathan 
Samkange, who is representing all the accused. 


Samkange would not say what sort of complaints the 
suspected mercenaries had against Zimbabwean authorities but 
they have been unsubstantiated reports that some of them have 
been beaten. (Zimbabwe Standard, Harare, April 18) 
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20 Asians arrested: Immigration authorities have arrested 
14 Pakistanis and six Bangladesh nationals brought into the 
country illegally by suspected human trafficker Mahommed 
Durrani, it vas reported, April 16. 


Duranni, a Pakistan national, is on the run following the arrest 
and subsecuent deportation of Iqbal Kabir of Bangladesh and 
Didaru! Islam Bhuiyan of Pakistan in March. The two had fake 
work and residence permits, which were facilitated by Duranni 
with the heb of two Zimbabweans, Herbert Mazvisiya and Derek 
Masawi, who have since been arrested by police. 


immigretion investigating officers, April 15, said they had 
evidence that the 14 Pakistanis arrested in Harare and Bulawayo 
are linked to Duranni. Senior Investigating officer, Evans Siziba 
said the Pa<istanis entered the country as visitors but were found 
working wrile others had been involved in various businesses 
since 2003 


“They bad no work permits but we discovered they were 
working in various shops around Harare and Bulawayo,” Siziba 
said. The Fakistanis, some of whom are implicated in hard drugs 
trafficking, were also found in possession of professional 
certificates suspected to have been forged. 


The six: Bangladeshi nationals were arrested in Beitbridge 
recently as they tried“to illegally enter into South Africa through 
undesignaied areas. (Herald, Harare, April 16) 


b. Commonwealth is evil, says Mugabe: 
President Robert Mugabe, April 19, marked 24 
years of freedom from British colonial rule by saying 
his ee will never re-join the "evil" Common- 
wealth. 


Mugabe, who has steered the southern African country since 
independence in 1980, once again ruled out any possibility of 
returning to the grouping of mainly former colonies of Britain. 


Zimbabwe was suspended from the organisation after 
Mugabe's controversial re-election in 2002 when it concluded 
that the polls were marred by high levels of violence and 
intimidation. When the Commonwealth in December 2003, 
extended ihat suspenion, an angry Mugabe said he would pull 
his country out for good. 


"We shall never go back to this evil organisation,” the 
President told tens of thousands of people gathered, April 19, 
for celebrations at a giant sports stadium in the capital Harare. 


Mugabe said Zimbabwe had quit the Commonwealth be- 
cause of British attempts to "enslave us, to make us puppets." 
"When we left we did not say we shall return, the door through 
which we ‘eft is now locked,” he told a cheering crowd, comprising 
mainly his. supporters. 


Nigeria leader Olusegun Obasanjo had earlier pledged to do 
all in his power to return Zimbabwe to the Commonwealth. 
Mugabe, April 19, warned that Zimbabwe's membership to 
organisations "outside the continent and the United Nations is 
strictly or principles of equality and mutual respect. "We will 
never allcw our membership of these organisations to be used 
against our own interest." (Vanguard, Lagos, April 19) 
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a. Africa’s bloody diamond trade: Diamonds 
have been a potent symbol of luxury consumption 
for some time. And as economic inequalities are 
fostered by the international pattern of growth, the 
lust for such symbols has grown as well, creating 
a buoyant world market for diamonds in the last 
decade, which has spread also to developing 
countries. 


Thus, advertising campaigns to promote diamond sales have 
been surging recently even in India, where De Beers and other 
international diamond merchants, as well as retailers, have been 
presenting this as the latest emblem not only of material success, 
but also, apparently, of purity and commitment. 


But of course, most things in the world today are not what 
they seem to be, so it is probably not surprising, even though it 
is still ironic, that the world diamond trade is substantially based 
on, and feeds into, the most gruesome violence and terror in a 
tragic continent. The history of diamond extraction is known to * 
be cruel, as evidenced by the ravaging of native populations and 
severe exploitation of workers especially in southern Africa in 


“the~19the century. But the more recent trade is based on what 


is probably an even more cynical exploitation and reinforcement 
of vicious local conflicts in the sub-Saharan region by multina- 
tional processing and trading companies. 


Some of these murky activities have become the focus of 
international public attention due to the efforts of a small 
London-based non-governmental organization, Global Witness, 
which has highlighted the role played by the diamonds trade in 
sub-Saharan Africa. The wars fought in that resource-rich 
continent have added to the poverty and desolation of its people, 
but it is important to remember that many of these wars have 
really been about control over these resourcesyand have also 
been financed by the proceeds of their sale. 


In all the civil wars that have occurred in diamond-rich 
countries, the most bitterly contested areas are the diamond 
fields. For rebel movements, as much as for governments, it is 
only too easy to smuggle the rough stones out of the country 
and sell them to dealers in major diamond centres such as 
Antwerp. Control over diamond territory has, therefore, deter- 
mined the resources available to the different sides, and has 
often helped to determine even who finally wins the war. But 
this means that such natura! wealth brings nothing for the local 
population, and instead provides for instruments of destruction, 
which further ravage their existence. 


In Angola, for example, illegal diamond sales were crucial in 
funding Jonas Savimbi's rebel Unita forces over the 1990’s (Of 
course, Unita also received some support from Northern 
governments such as the United States, whieh were eager to 
destabilize the supposedly Marxist regime.) Sales of uncut 
diamonds from fields seized by them in the conflict earned Unita 
at least $3.7 billion between 1992 and 1997, allowing it to rearm 
even as it spoke of peace, and eventually to wage war again. 
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Mobutu Sese Seko, then President of neighbouring Zaire (now 
Democratic Republic of Congo), and another major US ally, 
bought the stones and allowed huge consignments of arms to 
be smuggled through his country to Unita. 


After growing protests from human rights groups, the United 
Nations imposed sanctions on such diamond trade in 1998. But 
sanctions were ineffective without the backing of the international 
diamond business, which continued to use these diamonds with 
impunity. 

The appalling tragedies enabled by illegal diamond sales 
were highlighted again in Sierra Leone, where the rebel forces 
of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) practiced a particularly 
vicious form of coercion of the local population, enforcing their 
control by terror through systematic amputation of the limbs of 
adults and children, along with other practices. 


The RUF began its devastating campaign by first acquiring 
control over some important diamond fields, and it increased its 
resources for further extension of its violent activities by 
smuggling the rough stones through neighbouring Liberia and 
“selling them at cheap rates. (Incidentally, the profits from these 
diamond sales also allowed the RUF to hire the services of 
expatriate mercenary paramilitary groups such as the ironically 
named “Executive Outcomes", which have been hyperactive in 
the destructive conflicts of the African region.) 

Such experience allowed Global Witness and other advocacy 
groups to make a strong case for insisting on corporate action 
to avoid purchasing diamond from designated "conflict zones". 
Such continuous pressure affected the diamond industry, where 
"image is everything", to adopt international arrangements aimed 
at reducing criticism. 


The Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) was 
negotiated by 61 governments, civil society organizations such 
as Global Witness and representatives of the private diamond 
trade and was formally launched in January 2003. 


The KPCS is an international governmental certification 
scheme, which requires governments and the diamond industry 
to implement import/export contro! regimes on rough diamonds, 
in order to prevent “conflict diamonds" from fuelling conflicts and 
human rights abuses. In addition, there is self-regulation required 
of all sectors of the diamond industry to implement a system of 
warranties and a code of conduct to keep “conflict diamonds" 
out of legitimate trade. 


At the time, the scheme was hailed as a major breakthrough, 
because it had apparently got the major corporate organizations 
involved in diamond trading to respond to public pressure. 
However, some analysts pointed out that the largest such 
company, De Beers of South Africa, which controls 60 per cent 
of world diamond supply, found the scheme to be in its own 
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interest. From the 1930, De Beers had been buying up surplus 
diamonds to ensure its stranglehold on global supply. But it has 
recently been faced with increased competition and the prospect 
of increased popularity of synthetic diamonds. 


The company may have decided that it now makes 
commercial sense for it to market itself as a "clean" diamond 
company, guaranteeing "bloodiess" stones. Some analysts have 
also noted that if the supply of African diamonds dries up, it 
might suit De Beers, which would then be able to sell some of 
its own diamond stockpile, currently valued at more than $4 
billion. 


However, a recent report from Global Witness, which has 
been monitoring the implementation of the Kimberley Process, 
finds that the diamond retailers’ contribution to a United 
Nations-backed initiative to prevent illicit diamond sales from 
fuelling Africa's wars has amounted to little more than "a public 
relations manoeuvre". This is based on survey carried out in the 
retail market for diamond jewellery in the US, which accounts 
for over half of global diamond jewellery retail sales at a value 
of $24 billion in 2002. 


The survey revealed that the major players in the US 
diamond jewellery retail sector are not carrying out the basic 
steps of self-regulation envisaged in the Kimberley Process. In 
general, very few of the major luxury retailers had an explicit 
policy on diamond purchase, and there were iow levels of 
awareness among employees about the issue of "conflict 
diamonds". The report also shows that the World Diamond 
Council, which is responsible for co-ordinating the industry’s 
efforts to combat "conflict diamonds”, has not adequately 
monitored compliance with the self-regulation, nor have other 
trade associations. 


All this could perhaps have been expected - it is rare that 
cynical corporations actually comply with any rules or even 
“self-regulation” that touches the bottom line of profits. And the 
tendency to pay lip service to social concerns or to whitewash 
their own activities remains as strong as ever. But the public 
campaign against using natural resources of a country to finance 
devastating and brutal wars and simultaneously provide profits 
to multinational companies has already been more successful 
in a shorter time than was expected. . 


Continued pressure may actually bring about some positive 
change in this relatively limited goal. However, the basic tragedy 
of a continent whose natural wealth has generally brought about 
even greater misery for its own people because of the 
rapaciousness of native and expatriate profiteers may not end 
so easily. 


—Jayati Ghosh in Frontline, Madras, April 23. 
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ALGERIA 


a. Muslim cleric deported from France: An 
Algerian Islamic cleric whose comments on wife- 
beating and polygamy caused an uproar in France 
was deported to Algeria, police said, April 20. 


Abdelkader Bouziane, imam of a mosque in Lyon, sparked 
outrage when he told a local magazine he was polygamous, 
believed that "beating wife is authorised by the Koran", and 
expressed the hope that “the entire world becomes Muslim." 


The French interior ministry said that Bouziane, 53, had been 
arrested ard was being held at Lyon airport pending deportation 
for disturbing public order under an order which had already 
been issued in February. 


He was put on a plane for Algeria, April 21, police said. 
Bouziane’s lawyer did not file and appeal against the suddan 


' expulsion crder issued, April 20, by the Interior Ministry after the 


imam’s comments in an interview sparked calls for the govern- 
ment to creck down on radical Islamists in France. 


France’s five million Muslims, Europe’s largest Islamic 
minority, ar2 mostly of North African origin. The authorities have 
expelled fcur other imams in 2004 for preachings that deny 
women rights. 


In an interview, Bouziane said the Koran allowed husbands 
to beat unfaithful spouses as long as they did not hit them on 
the face. (Hindu, New Delhi, April 21) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Electoral code changed ahead of presi- 
dential poll: Burkina Faso’s parliament has voted 


to change the country’s electoral code, which. the 
opposition fears will clear the way for another term: 
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in office for President Blaise Compaore. 
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The changes, which were passed by parliament, April a7 


will see the electoral units increased in Burkina Faso. 


The oprosition says that this gives the government an unfair 
advantage as it will be impossible for them to field candidates 
and polling observers in all of the 45 electoral units. 


At the same time the government has said it will take a more 
active role in the organisation of the electoral process. The 
opposition see this as a ruse to meddle, with bailot boxes left 
unchecked. 


The changes are in effect a return to the proportional 
representation system that existed prior to reforms in 2002 and 
which also used the province as the electoral unit. 
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That system was previously overturned to appease growing 
social turmoil following the death of Norbert Zongo, a journalist 
and government critic who was assassinated while investigating 
the death of a driver employed by the president's brother. 


Zongo’s death prompted a series of massive strikes and 
public demonstrations against Compaore’s government. The lack 
of freedom of speech and the suppression of the political 
opposition were major complaints. 


An independent internationally backed inquiry linked Zongo’s 
murder to the government. However, Zongo's killers have never 
been prosecuted and the case is an emotive subject to this day. 


Prior to the 2002 reforms, ‘the Compoare’s Congress for 
Democracy and Progress (CDP) held 104 out, of 11 parliamen- 
tary seats. (UN integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Quagadougo, April 29) 


CAPE VERDE 


a. Nigeria initiates air link with Cape Verde: 
Nigeria and Cape Verde have agreed to initiate an 
air link in a bid to strengthen existing relationship 
between the two countries as well as sustaining the 
New Partnership for Africa Development (NEPAD). 


_ Minister of Aviation, Mallam Isa Yuguda, who led a delegation 
of top aviation officials on the visit said the air link would serve 
as Nigeria's contribution and support for Cape Verde’s efforts of . 
making the Amilcar Cabral International Airport one of the hubs 
in Africa. 


He added that the geographical location of the country, right 
in the Atlantic Ocean, facilitates easier link to major countries in 


_ Europe, South America and other parts of the world. 


- To realise the dream of the air link, the Aviation Minister said 
his ministry is working tirelessly to establish a new nationai carrier, 


a Nigerian Eagle, Airlines after the demise of Nigeria Airways. He 
assured that, thé airline would take-off before the middle of the . 


year in order to service the proposed airlink. (Daily Champion, 
Lagos, April 30) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. National education action plan endorsed: 
The government of the Central African Republic 
(CAR) has endorsed an “Education for All" action 
plan, aimed at guaranteeing qualitative education 
for all citizens, state-owned Radio Centrafrique 
reported, April 24. 


The radio reported that the action plan was en- 
dorsed/adopted after a seminar held in the capital, Bangui, 
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April 21. The UN Development Programme, the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), UNESCO and Coopration Francaise (French 
Cooperation) facilitated the seminar. 


The national action plan aims at providing a qualitative 
primary education for all boys and girls, access to basic 
education for adults as well as eduction on citizenship, peace 
and the fight against HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmitted 
diseases. 


Education Minister Karim Meckassoua was quoted as saying 
that it was through education that CAR could promote positive 
change, which would lead to improved standards of living. 


"The educational system is a lever for the rest of the sectors," 
he said. He added that the seminar had put at the disposal of 
CAR government a new framework of action, "bold and practical, 
conceived to meet the fundamental educational needs”. 


He said, "Operational objectives and new strategies were 
defined and planned.” He added that the challenge was now its 
implementation. The CAR education system has faced several 
crises during the past decade. 


UNICEF has been helping CAR through a project promoting 
education for girls and the reduction of disparities in gender. The 
UN World Food Programme has also introduced a feeding 
programme in some schools, in efforts to keep children in school, 
particularly girls. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bangui, April 26) 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. President Assoumani suffers setback in 
National Assembly poll: Federal President Azali 
Assoumani suffered a setback in parliamentary 
elections when parties aligned to the three regional 
presidents gained the majority of seats in the 
National Assembly. 


Following run-off elections for the federal assembly, April 25, 
supporters of the presidents of the three semi-autonomous 
islands hold .12 of the 18 elected seats in parliament, against six 
for the federal president's party. i 


In the first round of voting, on April 18, Assoumani’s party 
won two seats, while eight other seats were split among 
opposition parties on the three islands - Grande Comore, Moheli 
and Anjouan. No candidate won a majority in the race for the 
remaining eight seats and a runoff was scheduled. 


Under a February 2001 agreement aimed at bringing stability 
to the coup-prone country, brokered by the Organisation for 
African Unity, the three islands have theit own presidents and 
legislatures. In addition a federal president and parliament sit on 
the largest island Grande Comore. 


In March elections for local assemblies on each of the 
country's three islands, federal president Assoumani’s support- 
ers ended up with just 10 seats out of a total of 55. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, 
April 28) 


[Background Info. Comoro Islands, page 1334:a] 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. 25,000 displaced in Kivu fighting: Close to 
25,000 people have been displaced in South Kivu 
province since fighting began in April between the 
army and Rwandan Interahamwe militia, the UN 
Office for the Coordination of the Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) reported, May 4. 


This estimate is by an NGO, Caritas, with the support of ` 
local authorities and representatives of Internally Displaced 
Persons (IDPs), OCHA reported. | 


_“In addition to these IDPs, we must add 867 families who 
have returned from Burundi and are right now in Mutarule," 
OCHA reported. Fighting' between these two forces took place 
from April 10 to Apri! 23, in Lemera and Lubarika in Uivra 
Territory, and around Lemera on April 27; according to the 
humanitarian community in South Kivu, OCHA reported. 


OCHA described the’ situation as worrying. "IDPs are 
sheltered by host families. They are sometime 10 families in one 
household". The most urgent needs for the IDPs are being 
provided. Caritas in Uvira has received two weeks supply of food 
aid from the UN World Food Programme and non-food items 
from the UN Children’s. Fund. UNHCR is providing shelter 
material and International Medical Aid (financed by ECHO) is 
providing health care. ICRC, Tear Fund and REGIDESO are 
providing water. Local auhtorities and residents will clear drains 
and sewers. (UN integrated Regional information Networks, 
Nairobi, May 5) ~ 

b. Deputy governor, 16 soldiers arrested for 
‘collaboration with Rwanda’: The deputy gover- 
nor of Beni in North Kivu Province, and 16 soldiers 
were arrested, April 30, on the orders of the 
governor who accused them of being Rwandan 
collaborators, a Congolese military official said. 


The newly appointed regional military commander of North 
Kivu, Brig-Gen Obed Rwibasira, said the arrested soldiers were 
in an advance party of some of his staff and escorts who had 
gone to the town of Beni to prepare for his arrival in the province 
early next week. "I was planning to go and acquaint myself with 
the area and look at the military deployments,” Rwibasira said. 


The arrests come five days after the UN Mission in DRC, 
known as MONUC, issued a statement on the presence of 
Rwandan troops in the Congo, an accusation denied by local 
authority officials and villagers in Buganaga, the place where 
the Rwandans were allegedly seen by MONUC on April 21. 


Rwibasira said those responsible for the arrests were former 
soldiers of the Le Rassemblement Congolais pour la Democratie 
(RCD-ML) opposed to Congo's unification process. 


Those arrested include a colonel, three majors, one captain, 
a regional provincial security officer and 10 non-commissioned 
officers. The deputy governor and the colonel were part of 
RCD-ML but were accused of being allies of the "foreign 
Rwandan elements." (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Goma, April 30) 


April 22—May 5, 2004 


c. UN agency’s concern over plight of ex- 
pelled diamond miners: The UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) has 
express3d concern over the humanitarian needs of 
hundreds of thousands of Congolese diamond 
miners being expelled from Angola. 


OCHA said local crisis committees had registered 67,005 
migrants in the southwestern provinces of Bandundu and Kasai 
Occidental, Democratic Republic of the Congo. 


"However, these numbers do not account for the thousands 
who do not pass through registration points," OCHA reported, 
April 21. 

it said observers reported that between 80,000 and 100,000 
Congolese were being sent to two provinces. Among those 
registered 28,000 had entered the Congo through Kahungula in 
Bandundu; 20,081 through Kabwakala, 13,008 through Kanzaji, 
4,216 through Kabungue(es) and 1,700 through Kamako - all in 
Kasai Occidental. 


increased international operational capacity, food, health, 
water and transport remained key humanitarian priorities for the 
expelled miners, OCHA reported. 


OCHA said it continued to receive reports of physical and 
psychological abuse of the Congolese by Angola security forces. 
"Searching for hidden diamonds, security forces are allegedly 
conducting public and unhygienic internal body searches on 
adults and children before they are forced to cross the river into 
Congo," CCHA reported. 


It said it had also received reports of rape, inhuman and 
degrading treatment, theft of personal property, arbitrary deten- 
tion and killings. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Nairobi, April 22) 

[Backgrourd Info. Angola, page 1333:a] 


EGYPT ' 


a. Agreement with South African varsity: A 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) has been 
signed between the University of KwaZulu-Natal 
and the University of Cairo. 


The University of KZN, forrned following a merger of the 
University of Natal and the University of Durban-Westville, has 
a Centre of Excellence - sponsored by Telkom - on campus that 
focuses on issues such as wireless technology and rural 
communications. 


_ The Univetsity of Cairo, for its part, plays host to Egypt's 
Development Research and Technology Planning Centre 
(DRTPC), a centre that has similar aims. 


"The MOU means that our two educational institutions can 
focus on issues such as joint research projects, seminars, 
courses ard consultancy," said Professor Fambirai Takawira, the 
University of KZN’s representative at the event. s 


"We wi! also look into staff exchange programmes and guest 
lecturers, where these are deemed appropriate." 

He saic that with the convergence of current technologies, the 
focus is de“initely on wireless and digital communications, and the 
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joint efforts of the Centre of Excellence and the DRTPC will help 
to achieve this. "This MOU brings together two centres from two 
countries that have been at the heart of Africa’s liberation 
movements and economic development,” said Professor Nageeb 
Goher of the University of Cairo. (ITWeb, Johannesburg, May 4) 

b. Over 50 mummies found in shafts: French 
and Egyptian archaelogists have found more than 
50 mummies buried in deep shafts south of Cairo 
and dating from the first millennium BC, it was 
reported, April 29. 


Some of the mummies wrapped in linen and sealed inside 
stone or wooden sarcophagi, are in an excellent state of 
preservation, said Zahi Hawass, head of Egypt's Supreme 
Antiquities Council, April 26. 


Hawass said Egyptians had used the network of shafts and 
corridors over several centuries, starting from the 26h dynasty | 
(664-525 BC) and continuing into the Ptolemaic period, which 
ended with the death of Cleopatra in 30 BC. 


“It's a maze of corridors with mummies everywhere, right 
and left, up and down. When people came, there’was no more 
space so they put the coffins in the wall, or they cut another 
shaft, or they put a mummy above a mummy," he said. 


‘The shafts are in Saqqara, 25 km south of Cairo and the 
main cemetery for the nearby city of Memphis. 


Guy Lecuyot, an Egyptologist at France's Centre National 
de la Recherche Scientifique, said one of the Ptolemaic 
mummies was exceptional for for its state of preservation and 
its style. 


He hoped that the sarcophaguses "will enable us to 
understand Pharaonic civilisation better". 


Hawass said: "| have never seen... a mummy from the 
Ptolemaic period that is so unique, that is well-preserved. The 
linen is covering it in a beautiful way." 


He said some of the mummy warppings could well contain 
hundreds of gold amulets, which were typical of the period. 
(Deccan Herald, Bangalore, April 29) 


ERITREA 


a. Security Council calls on Ethiopia, Eritrea 
to cooperate with UN mission: Citing dwindling 
cooperation with the United Nations Mission in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE), members of the 
Security Council, May 4, called on both countries 
to work fully with the mission in fulfilling its mandate 
and to explore ways of moving forward in the 
stalled border demarcation process. 


In a statement to the press, Ambassador Munir Akram of 


Pakistan, who holds the Council Presidency for the month, said 


that during earlier consultations on the situation, members of 


‘the 15-nation body had expressed concern at the restrictions 


both Ethiopia and Eritrea have placed on UN staff working in 
the frontier area. 

They were particularly concerned that Eritrea has retained 
restrictions on the movements of UN peacekeepers north of the 
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Temporary Security Zone (TSZ), the buffer area between the two 
countries, and has closed the main supply rout to UNMEE troops 
in the western sector. 


He said council members were also concerned that increased 
detention of UNMEE local staff has had a negative effect on the 
mission's effectiveness, and that recent public allegations by a 
senior Eritrean official in charge of cooperation with UNMEE may 
have a detrimental effect on the security of mission staff. (UN 
News Service, New York, May 4) 


[Background Info. Eritrea, page 1312:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. ADB, EADB sign $41.33 m loan, grant 
agreements: The African Development Bank (ADB) 
and the East African Development Bank (EADB) 
have signed loan and grant agreements totalling 
41.33 million US dollars, April 20. 


"The US $40 million loan and the grant of US $1.33 million 
will help the EADB strengthen its lending capacity and thereby 
enable it to finance viable investment projects within the East 
African Community (EAC)", said Theodore Nkodo, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the African Development Bank (ADB). 


The ADB loan and African Development Fund grant will 
contribute to poverty reduction in EADB member countries 
by promoting investment that would further increase the 
demand for agricultural raw materials as industrial activities 
expand. 


On his side, Godfrey Tumusiime, Director General of the. 


EADB, expressed appreciation for the ADB support, saying that 
it took place at a crucial time in the EADB’s history. 


The ADB Group’s cumulative commitments to the EADB 
amount to the equivalent of US$ 142 million. (Daily Monitor, 
Addis Ababa, April 22) 


b. Addis Tyre, Matador sign joint venture 
accord: Addis Tyre and Matador, a Slovakia private 
tyre company, April 27, signed a joint venture 
patent with a local enterprise that would last 
until 2010. 


The 22.8 million dollar joint venture, out of which 13.9 million 
dollar is covered by Matador, aims at producing tyres for both 
local market and export. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, Beyene Gebremaskal, 
Generai Director of Public Enterprise with Addis Tyre, said that 
the partnership would result in the replacement of outdated 
technology of the factory, the establishment of a strong and 
dynamic management system and the gain of additional capital 
and knowledge in order to make the factory competitive on the 
world market. 


Girma Biru, Minister of Trade and Industry, said the 
challenges in the tyre industry needed partners that could inject 
financial resources as well as value added technology. No 
employee would be laid off as a result of the partnership, it was 
learnt. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, April 30) 
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GHANA 


a. Bodies of six executed persons handed 
over to relatives: Ghana’s National Reconciliation 
Commission (NRC), April 29, handed over the 
exhumed remains of six persons executed in 1986 
for attempting to overthrow the then military gov- 
ernment-led by President Jerry Rawlings. 


The hour-long ceremony in the capital, Accra, prompted 
emotional scenes as the NRC Chairman, Justice Amua-Sekyi, 
handed over six small white-clad caskets to the families. 


"Today marks for us the end of eighteen long years of 
questions that have plagued our minds since our brothers lost 
their lives," Christian Goka, spokesperson of the six families, 
said at the ceremony. 


"Now, we have the opportunity to place their remains in 
places that their families can identify as their final resting place," 
Goka added. Christian Goka’s brother, Mawuli, then a 31-year- 
old law and economics undergraduate in Britain, and six others 
were arrested in Accra on suspicion of subversion. While being 
tried by a tribunal, they were repeatedly tortured in police custody 
and executed eight months later in May 1986, after being found 
guilty of treason. Another high profile name among the executed 
men was Kojo Kyeremeh Djan, brother of Major Boakye Djan, 
who spearheaded an earlier coup in June 1979 alongside then 
Flight Lieutenant Jerry John Rawlings. 


However, the two men fell out after Rawlings staged a 
comeback in 1981 and overthrew the same democratically 
elected administration he hac handed over the reins of 
government in September 1979. From 1982-1989 Rawlings 
headed the Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC). (UN 
integrated Regional information Networks, Accra, April 30) 


IVORY COAST 


a. CPJ concern over journalist’s disappear- 
ance: The Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) 
is deeply troubled by the disappearance of French- | 
Canadian freelance journalist Guy-Andr Kieffer, one 
of the few foreign investigative reporters still based 
in Ivory Coast. 


Kieffer had been receiving death threats in recent weeks, 
according to his family and friends, who fear that he has been 
killed. 

The missing journalist was also a commodities consultant— 
specializing in the Ivory Coast's lucrative cocoa and coffee 
sectors—for a company that had contracts with the government. 
He had conducted numerous investigations in these sectors, 
including exposing corruption. His freelance work included 
contributions to the Paris-based African business newsletter 
Lettre du Continent. 


Kieffer was last seen on April 16, according to local and 
international press reports. Since then his cell phone has been ' 
switched off. His family has not heard from him. Unconfirmed 
reports in the opposition press have suggested that Kieffer was 
abducted and killed by members of the security forces. 
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Reporis that the tortured corpse of a white man was seen 
in Azagui, near Abidjan, also remain unconfirmed. 


Cai 


"We ere extremely worried about our colleague, Guy-Andr 
Kieffer," said CPJ executive director Ann Cooper. "We call on 
President Laurent Gbagbo to ensure that a thorough and 
transparent investigation is conducted immediately." (Committee 
to Protect Journalists, New York, April 21) 


[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1336:b] 


b. Leaked UN report says 120 killed by army 
during Abidjan protest: At least 120 people were 
killed by the government security forces and their 
militia allies after opposition parties tried to stage 
a banned demonstration against President Laurent 
Gbagbo in Abidjan at the end of March, according 
to a leaked report by UN human rights investigaiors. 

Their report was obtained by Radio France Internationale 
and published in full on its website, May 3. Its findings were 
widely reported by Ivorian newspapers, May 4. 


Asked whether the document was genuine, a source at the. 


office of tre United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
(UNHCHR) declined to comment. 


"To us the report is still confidential," the source said. "We 
have submitted it to the Secretary General (of the United Nations) 
and have circulated it in-house." 


The document published by RFI blamed Gbagbo’s security 
forces squarely for the bloodshed. It said many of the killings 
took place "in the dwellings of would-be demonstrators or even 

_innocent civilians targeted by the security forces." 


The report said: "What happened on March 25 and afterwards 
was the indiscriminate killing of innocent civilians by the security 
forcés. Tere is overwhelming evidence which suggests that 
these killings were mostly unprovoked and unnecessary to deal 
with the cGemonstrators." (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Abidjan, May 4) 


KENYA 


a. Judges shocked at prison deaths: The 
Appeal Court, May 4, was shocked at the high 
number of prisoners who die at the Naivasha 
maximum prison. 


The three judges wondered what was happening at the facility 
after they learnt that two death row appellants had died within 
the same month. 


"What is wrong with Naivasha. How can two inmates die in 
the same prison within the same month? There must be 
something going on there," Justice Philip Tunoi summed up the 
judges’ concern. 


The appellate Bench consisted of Tunoi, who was chairing 
the session, Justice Emmanuel O’Kubasu and acting judge 
Justice Otieno Onyango. 


The court, May 4, had to terminate the appeals lodged by 
John Kinyua and Joseph Kimathi, alias Kichwa, as the cases 
could not be tried posthumously, 
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When Kinyua’s case was called out, the court was informed. 
that the prison authorities had written a letter. indicating ‘that the 
appellant had died while at Naivasha. 


The judges sought confirmation from State Courisel 
Charles Orinda, who said he had also been served with a 
similar letter. When Kimathi’s case—in which he was also to 
appeal against his death sentence—came up, the court was 
further shocked to learn that he too had died while at Naivasha. 


On May 3, when the Appeal Court started its sitting in Nyeri, 


‘it learnt that a 16-year old convicted murderer Charles Mathenge 


Mwangi had died while undergoing treatment at the Kamiti 
Maximum Security Prison. (East African Standard, Nairobi, 
May 5) 

b. Journalist arrested for filming raid: On the 


‘eve of the World Press Freedom Day, Nation TV 


cameraman Robert Gichira landed in trouble after 
police arrested him in King’eero village in Kiambu 
for filming their operation against illegal brews. 


Several people were also arrested and taken to Wangige 
chief's camp. Gichira was later released. 


A Nation photojournalist was, May 2, briefly arrested for 
filming a police raid against chang'aa dealers in Kiambu District. 


Four Administration policemen from the Wangige chief's 
camp in Kikuyu division handicuffed the journalist, Robert Gichira - 
together with suspected chang’aa den owners and consumers 
of the illicit brew. 


The officers panicked when they realised that Gichira had 
been filming the operation without their knowledge. They 
pounced on him, grabbed his camera and handcuffed him along 
with three other suspects. The officers also threatened to arrest 
other East African Standard and Nation journalists and drivers 
after they protested Gichira’s arrest. (Nation, Nairobi, May 3) 


LIBYA 


a. Gaddafi meets EU chief: Libyan leader 
Muammar Gaddafi took another big step towards 
international acceptability, April 27, when he visited 
European Union headquarters. 


European Commission President Romano Prodi broke with 
protocol to welcome Gaddafi personally at Brussels’ Zaventem 
airport, where the Libyan leader, dressed in a red fez hat and 
grey green sweeping robe, descended the gangway followed by 
female guards in dappled blue camouflage uniforms. 


Waving portraits of Gaddafi, more than 200 singing, dancing 
supporters organised by an obscure Arab-African Immigrant 
Child Support Committee, staged a colourful pro-Libyan demon- 
stration outside the European Commission building as the two 
leaders arrived in a white stretch Mercedes limousine. 


One over-enthusiastic Gaddafi supporter, dressed as a 
security man, caused a scare when he tried to present a letter 
as the Libyan leader and Prodi shook hands for the cameras in 
side the building. Belgian security guards hustled him away. A 
smaller group of about 50 Libyan exiles staged a human rights 
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protest outside EU head-quarters,chanting: "Gaddafi terrorist” 
and holding a banner proclaiming: "Gaddafi is a wolf in sheep's 
clothing". 


The landmark trip—-Gaddafi’s first to Europe for 15 years— 
was a reward for Libya’s agreement to pay compensation for the 
Lockerbie and UTA airline bombings and its spectacular 
renunciation of weapons of mass destruction. 


The Libyan leader was expected to submit an aplication to join 
the EU's Euro-Mediterranean partnership, a trade, aid and culture 
pact linking the wealthy European bloc with 11 southern and 
eastern Mediterranean neighbours, including Israel. (Telegraph, 
Calcutta, April 28) 


Gaddafi sets his new agenda: Muammar Gaddafi used his 
unprecedented visit to Brussels to appeal for a new era of 
co-operation between Africa and Europe, but issued a veiled 
threat of renewed terrorism if his offer was rejected. In a half-hour 
speech to the Brussels press corps, he acknowledged that he 
had helped "freedom fighters" against colonialism. 


"We cannot deny our role in the liberation movement. When 
fighting was with guns, Libya was full of camps for liberation 
fighters from all around the world. It was our historic duty to train 
them. We were accused of supporting terrorism, but by this 
analogy, Nelson Mandela would be the top terrorist”. 


But he insisted that was in the past. "Libya fought America 
and shot down its pilots and aircraft. But now the time has come 


to reap the fruit of this armed struggle—peace, stability and - 


development". The colonial era was now over, he said. "For this 
reason, Libya, which led the independence movement in Africa 
and the Third World, has decided to lead the peace movement 
in the world. To prove that, we decided voluntarily to get rid of 
our programme of weapons of mass destruction. | call on China 
and America and all countries to gét rid of their weapons of mass 
destruction”. 


The threat came when he warned the itnernational commu- 
nity to help Libya rather than force them back into violence. 


The talks with Romano Prodi, April 27, European Commis- 
sion President, and six other European Commissioners, including 
Britain's Chris Patten and Neil Kinnock, led to progress on a 
range of issues, from compensation for the victims of Libya's 
bombing of the 1986 La Belle disco in Berlin to the combating 
of illegal immigration and terrorism. 


Prodi said: "The most important goal is to have Libya 
operating for peace positively and to break with the past just as 
the country did with weapons of mass destruction”. 


Prodi has met Gaddafi five times in the past five years. 
Shortly after he became Commission President in 1999, he 
invited the colonel to Brusels but was sharply rebuked by Britain 
and Germany and the invitation had to be retracted. Since then, 
however, Gaddafi has paid compensation to the families of the 
270 victims of the Lockerbie bombing, and has abandoned his 
nuclear weapons programme. 


As a reward for his co-operation, he received a visit from 
both Tony Blair and the Italian Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
United Nations sanctions against Libya have been lifted, and the 
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US is allowing its oil companies to help Libya to develop its oil 
and gas industry: There are two big prizes for Libya—help in 
developing its oilfields and admission into the so-called "Bar- 
celona Process’ which is aimed at creating a free-trade zone | 
around the Mediterranean. 


Colonel Gaddafi said that he would apply to be admitted to 
the free-trade zone, after progress was made on two issues. 
(Times, London/Statesman, Calcutta, April 29) 


UN Security Council commends Libya for decision to 
abandon WMD: The United Nations Security Council, April 22, 
welcomed Libya’s decision to cooperate with the UN’s Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and abandon its pro- 
grammes to develop weapons of mass destruction (WMDs). 


The Council noted that the IAEA Board of Governors 
"recognized the decision of the Socialist People’s Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya as a step towards the realization of the goal of an 
Africa and a Middle East free of weapons of mass destruction 
and peace." 


it encouraged the North African country to make sure that 
the ending of its weapons of mass destruction programmes was 
verified. (UN News Service, New York, April 22) 


[Background Info. Libya, page 1326:a] 
MALAGASY 


a. Reservists protest unpaid compensation: 
The ministry of defence, April 22, said the govern- 
ment would speed up payments to army reservists 
who supported President Marc Ravalomanana 
during the 2002 political crisis. 


About 1,800 reservists marched through the capital, An- 
tananarivo, April 21, to demand better compensation for their 
efforts. In a petition handed to the minister of defence, the 
reservists claimed that "to date, they were not given the money 
they were promised, as well as the various rights they were 
entitled to, such as medication and other indemnities". 


In February Ravalomanana offered the reservists US $175, 
but the protestors were asking for up to US $2,000 to cover their 
expenses, including a risk premium, family and rent allowances. 


Paul Andre, a defence ministry media officer, said: "There 
has been a delay in the payments, but President Ravalomanana 
has assured the reservists that the government will make sure 
that they are all paid soon. We will continue to talk to the them 
to make sure this problem is resolved." (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Johannesburg, April 22) 


MOROCCO 


a. Editor imprisoned. following attack on 
minister: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is 
extremely concerned over the abrupt imprisonment 
of Anas fadili, editor of the weekly Akhbar al-Ous- 
boua, on April 15. 


While officially arrested over a legal matter dating back 10 
years, RSF fears Tadili may have been detained for an article 
published in his newspaper, and that the arrest was in fact the 
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result of political pressure. On April 9, Tadili’s paper published 
an article entitled "Homosexuality and the political class in 
Morocco", detailing the homosexual adventures of a government 
minister at a resort in northern Morocco. 


Thoug^ he was not named in the article, the story was clearly 
aimed at the finance minister, who, in turn, reportedly pressured 
the justice minister to arrest the journalist. 


“We are concerned by the timing of the events in this case. 
Tadili was arrested after being summoned to Rabat police 
headquarters in the middle of the P gnl for a legal matter dating 
back to 1994. 


When ne was unable to come up with the three million dirham 
fine he wes detained. Somewhat disturbingly, his arrest comes 
only days after an article questioning the morality of a 
government minister appeared in his newspaper. (Reporters 
Sans Frontiers, Paris, April 23) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Government reacts to Renamo violence: 
The Mozambican government has warned that it will 
not stard idly by while civilians are beaten and 
tortured by members of the illegal "security force" 
employed by the former rebel movement Renamo. 


A government statement issued, April 26, promised that those 
responsible for such acts would be hauled up before the courts. 
it said it would end "the impunity of those who carry out crimes 
with political motivations”. 


This warning results from a series of violent acts and threats 
by Renamo, during the visit to the central province of Sofala 
earlier by Renamo leader Afonso Dhlakama. 


A government statement said that "In Chibabava, Cherin- 
goma, Muanza, Marromeu, Caia and Buzi districts, Dhiakama 
stated if the people feel that the district administrators, heads of 
administrative posts, and police are committing abuses, they 
should seid someone to Beira to telephone him, and he will 
dispatch his security men to seize the administrators or police”. 


In Situculo, in Muanza district, Dhlakama ordered the 
chairperson to leave the area in a week, the statement noted. 
He incited his listeners to throw this official out, if he did not 
leave voluntarily. 


in Maringue, the district which contained the Renamo military 
headquarters in the closing years of the war of destabilisation, 
armed men from a Renamo base seized a man named Baptista 
Chivite, destroyed his house, and took him back to the base. 
(Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, April 27) 


NIGERIA 


a. 100 killed in ethnic fighting: At least 100 
Nigerians have been killed, 1,000 wounded and 
5,500 displaced in fresh ethnic and religious fighting 
in central Nigeria, the Red Cross said, April 29. 


One local newspaper reported 120 were killed in the fighting 
on April 27, between Muslims and Christians in six remote 


farming villages on the border betwen Plateau and Taraba states, 
but the Red Cross could not confirm the figure. 


"We cnnnot be specific about the death toll, but 5,518 people 
have been displaced in five locations," a Nigerian Red Cross 
Society official said. 


Almost 250 people have been killed in tit-for-tat violence in 
the region over the past two and a half months, according to 
unofficial figures. ° 


Local media have reported fighting in the villages of Old 
Sarkin Kudu, New Sarkin Kudu, Auoshima One, Auoshima Two, 
Angon Masu and Sabon Layi. The death toll in ethnic and 
religious fighting in central Nigeria was probably more than 100, 
a Nigerian Red Cross source said, April 29. "It must have been 
more than 100, but we cannot confirm the specific number of 
dead," the source said. (Asian Age, New Delhi, May 1) 


[Background info. Nigeria, page 1315:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Sweden, UN tribunal sign pact on enforce- 
ment of sentences: Sweden and the UN Interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) signed 
an agreement, April 27, on the enforcement of 
sentences imposed by the court on those found 
guilty of involvement in the 1994 Rwandan geno- 
cide 


The court reported that ICTR Registrar Adama Dieng and 
Swedish Ambassador Carl Henrik Ehrenkrona, signed the 
agreement at the tribunal's headquarters in Arusha, Tanzania. 
ICTR president Erik Mose and Prosecutor Hassan Jallow 
witnessed the signing. 


The agreement underlines the commitment of the Swedish 
government to facilitate the “discharge and completion of the 
mandate of the ICTR", the court reported. Sweden becomes the 
sixth country to agree to receive ICTR convicts, after Benin, 
France, Italy, Mali and Swaziland. Already, the court said, six 
convicts are serving their sentences in Bamako, Mali. 


Under the tribunal’s statute, sentences of imprisonment "shall 
be served in Rwanda or in any of the States on a list of states 
which have indicated their willingness to accept convicted 
persons as designated by the ICTR". 


The Security Council set up the court in 1995 to bring to trial 
the perpetrators of the genocide, in which 937,000 people were 
killed, according to the Rwandan government. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, April 28) 


Government releases 4,225 prisoners: The Rwandan 
government has released 4,225 prisoners who completed a 
one-month rehabilitation course, May 25. 


The prisoners are among thousands of other genocide 
suspects who were granted provisional release under a presi- 
dential decree announced in 2003. It was reported that during 
the passing out ceremony at Kinyinya camp in the capital, Kigali, 
the executive secretary of the National Unity and Reconciliation. 
Commission, Fatuma Ndangiza, urged the former prisoners to 
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reconsider their conduct in the community, and to foster unity 
and reconciliation for all Rwandans. 


The prisoners underwent solidarity courses in provinces of 
Gikongoro, Gisenyi, Ciangugu, Kibungo and Kigali City. In early 
March, the Rwandan government announced that it would free 
the common law criminals and at least half of the country’s 
prisoners who had confessed to their role in the genocide. 

(See Analysis, page 1356] 


Prosecutor General Jean de Dieu Mucyo said in March that 
at least 4,500 common law prisoners had been pardoned and 
released on March 22, in a bid to decongest the nation’s prisons 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, April 
28) > 
[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1337:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mbeki sworn in for second term: President 
Thabo Mbeki was sworn in for a second term, April 
27, as South Africa celebrated 10 years of democ- 
racy. 

“Endemic and widespread poverty continues to disfigure the 
face of our country," said Mbeki, whose African National 
Congress was re-elected in a landslide victory two weeks ago 
despite mounting problems.with joblessness and AIDS. 


"It will always be impossible for us to say that we have fully 
restored the dignity of all our people as long as this situation 
persists," he said at a massive celebratory concert. (Telegraph, 
Calcutta, April 28) 


Challenge for the ANC: Thabo Mbeki took a larger 
proportion of the vote than Nelson Mandela did five years ago, 
it was reported, April 25. 


Mbeki faces a host of problems which he, unlike Mandela, 
cannot afford to sideline. 


The biggest challenge is employment. It is the primary 
concern in any opinion poll, followed by the spin-off of mass 
unemployment—crime. Both hinder development and the patchy 
improvement in race relations. Mbeki has promised radical 
solutions, without spelling out what they are. But he has made 
it clear that part of the solution is a neve of the massive 
imbalance of wealth. 


Mbeki has reassured whites that there is a home for them 
in South Africa. But there is more to reconciliation than sharing 
a cup of tea. 


The majority of whites are able to make greater financial . 


sacrifices for the common good. There are far too many 
homes with two Mercedes, while most people remain on the 
breadline. 


The ANC has recongnised that some officials are lining their 
pockets. Mbeki has said he will not tolerate graft. But he and 
Mandela have proved too tolerant of incompetence and abuse 
of power by officials merely because they dedicated themselves 
to the liberation movement. 


Mbeki’s choice of cabinet will show how serious he is about 
putting talent over loyalty. Some have warned of an elective 
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dictatorship. Although the ANC needs three-quarters of the votes 
in parliament to rewrite the fundamental principles of the 
constitution, it can still do a lot of pe with the two-thirds of 
the seats it now holds. 


The ANC is aware that the price of tinkering with the constitution 
would be a loss of confidence and a deviation from government's 
important goals. (Guardian, London/Deccan Herald, Bangalore, 
April 26) 

S African Indians suffer under anti-apartheid law: South 
Afirca’s million-plus people of Indian origin complain that a 
controversial scheme to uplift people marginalised under apart- 
heid is working against them. 


The bone of contention for the relatively small but 
economically and politically important group is the Black 
Economic Empowerment (BEE) programme, which they say 
is leading to a new form of discrimination, ten years after the 
end of apartheid. 


Ironically, many whites in post-apartheid South Afirca also 
say the same thing. Fatima Meer, a leading anti-apartheid activist 
and a close friend of Nelson Mandela, said that "Indians have 
never been more secure in this country", since the first 
multi-racial elections in 1994. 


However, the BEE "discriminates against non-Africans," she 
said, "All other things being equal, if there is an Indian candidate 
and an African candidate for a job or a seat in university, even 
if the Indian is better qualified, the African candidate is chosen," 
Meer said. 


The vast majority of South African Indians are descendants 
of indentured labourers brought in to work on sugar farms. Later 
traders from India came paying their own passage, earning the 
appellation "passenger Indians." 


Meer however explained that the BEE was necessary as 
Africans were more oppressed than Indians under apartheid and 
were at the lowest rung as far as any facilities were concerned. 
(Statesman, Calcutta, april 26) 


[Background Info. South Africa, page 1339:a]- 


b. Buthelezi’s son dies of AIDS: The leading 
south African Opposition politician Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi announced at the weekend that his son 
had died of AIDS. 


The leader of the Zulu-based Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
spoke at the funeral of his son, Prince Nelisuzulu Bendict 
Buthelezi, 53, who died, April 28. — 


`- After a tribute to his "son of Africa" Buthelezi daid: "I reach 
out to all the people whose family members have died of AIDS". 


Buthelezi’s admission before thousands of mourners, includ- 
ing political and community leaders, was a typically forthright 
stand by a politician who has been critical of the President, 
Thabo Mbeki's quiet policy towards AIDS. 


Buthelezi has frequently criticised Mbeki’s reluctance to 
accept the full magnitude of the AIDS crisis and offer 
treatment to sufferers. (Guardian, London/Hindu, Madras, 
May 4) 
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SUDAN 


a. Sudan re-elected to UN Rights Commis- 
sion: V/ith the official report on the human rights 
situation in western Sudan still pending, the Khar- 
toum Government was among the 14 elected, May 
4, by the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC) to fill vacancies on the Com- 
mission on Human Rights. 


After the African Group submitted Sudan—already in the 
second year of a two-year term that expires in December 
2004—as one of its four candidates for the 53-member 
Commiss on for 2005-2006, the representative of the United 
States traded harsh words with the Sudanese representative and 
the US delegation excused itself and walked out. 


US representative Sichan Siv said he was perplexed and 
dismayed that the African Group had submitted, for the third 
time, the sandidacy of a country that massacred its own citizens 
in the western Darfur region, and where the humanitarian crisis 
had reached a tragic scale. 


He urged the African Group to consider the effect of that 
situation pn the Commission’s reputation and ability to function 
effectively as the world’s protector of human rights and freedoms. 
(UN News Service, New York, May 4) 


b. Sudan orders Kony’s arrest: The Sudan 
government has ordered its army in the south to 
arrest and deport to Uganda LRA rebel leader 
Joseph Kony if he crosses the redline, the Sudanese 
ambassador to Uganda said, April 28. 


Sirajuddin Hamid Yousif said, "There are clear instructions 
from Khertoum to our soldiers that if Kony crosses the redline, 
he must >e arrested and deported to Uganda.” Earlier, the army 
said the rebels were fleeing the Kit H valley in southern Sudan. 


An intelligence source said, “They are heading to the redline 
which separates us from the Sudan People’s Armed Forces 
(SPAF). f they cross the redline, then it is not our responsibility 
to catch him." 


Kony fled to Kit II valley after the army flushed him out of 
his {matong and upper Talanga Mountains hideouts. Sources 
said Sucanese President Gen. Omar al-Bashir had promoted 
Sirajuddin to represent Sudan in the African Union. 


Sirajuddin was the first Sudan's ambassador to Uganda since 
the two neighbours restored diplomatic relations, which were 
severed in 1995. (New Vision, Kampala, May 1) 


25,000 Sudanese refugees flee settlements: In the after- 
math of a series of attacks by the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) 
in northern Uganda, more than 25,000 Sudanese refugees fled 
their setfements and some 500 have actually crossed back into 
southern Sudan. 


Due io this sudden and massive displacement, UNHCR, the 
Ugandan government and partner agencies have mounted a 
registration campaign this week in eight areas north of Adjumani 
town and in four zones in neighbouring Moyo District where the 
displaced Sudanese are now camped. These are existing 
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refugee settlements where many have relatives. (United Na- 
tions High Commission for Refugees, Geneva, April 30) 


WFP appeals for $98 million to feed victims of conflict 
in Darfur: The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) 
has launched an urgent appeal for US $98 million to help feed 
people affected by the ongoing conflict in the western region of 
Darfur, the organisation said, April 23. 


in a statement, the WFP said the money would be used “to 
feed the 1.2 million people [and] will address the known 
emergency needs in Darfur until the end of December when 
crops planted in May should be harvested”. 


"The need for emergency food aid in Darfur is acute," the 
statement quoted James Morris, the WFP executive director, as 
saying. "The conflict has driven hundreds of thousands of people 
from their farms and homes and left them completely destitute. 
Food assistance is crucial to saving lives," he added. 


About 60-65 percent of the aid is going to women, because 
they account "for 80 per cent of agricultural production”, WFP 
said. 


"Women have also suffered most in the violence: while 
villages have been burnt down, and cattle and possessions 
looted, it is the women who have been raped or left widowed, 
and they now form the majority of the traumatised and 
displaced." (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Nairobi, April 26) 

Spotlight 

Refugees executed in desert of Sudan: it was: 
past mid-night, March 5, when the farmer finally 
reached his home village of Deleiji in the Wadi Saleh 
region of central Darfur, having crawled for hours 
under cover of darkness. 


Covered in blood and with a bullet wound in the neck, he 
told how he had been the sole survivor among 72 unarmed 
African men who had been trucked away for summary execution 
by a joint force of government soldiers and Arab militiamen. 


‘They drove us in army trucks and cars to a valley two 
kilometres south of Deleij,’ he told tale Agta ‘Then they lined 
us up, made us kneel down and out heads—and shot us 
from behind. It was left for dead.’ 


On that same day, March 5; another 65 men belonging to 
the Fur tribel were massacred by a similar government-militia 
force in the Mugjir area, east of Deleij. Nine Fur chiefs who had 
been arrested a week earlier were shot dead in prisons in Mugjir 
and Garsila, near Deleij. Word of their deaths came from relatives 
who had collected their bodies for burial. 


‘People woke up that day—it was a Friday—to find the whole 
area surrounded by government soldiers and Janjaweed (the 
mounted Arab militia conducting joint operations with the regular 
army in Darfur), said Abdul Aziz, a neighbur of the massacre 
survivor. ‘Dozens of villages around Deleij have been burned by 
the government and many people had fled to Wadi Saleh. The 
government and Janjaweed came and asked men aged between 
20 and 60 where they came from. If they were displaced, they 


_ took them to the police station.’ 
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Darfur, the westenmost region on the border with Chad, is 
one of Sudan’s most inaccessible areas, closed to all but a few 
relief agencies and almost always out of bounds to journalists. 


But access has never been so difficult—-nor so critical—as 
the 15 months since the settled African tribes who form a majority 
in Darfur took up arms, under the banner of the Sudan Liberation 
Army, to protest at the region's marginalisation and the 
government's failure to protect African farmers from punitive raids 
by Arab nomands forced south by drought and desertification. 


The Government's swift and bloody crackdown—first against 
the SLA and then, in the face! of unexpectedly strong opposition, 
against civilians from the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa tribes—re- 
flects the importance of the SLA rebellion in Sudan. For Darfur, 
unlike southern Sudan, is overwhelmingly Muslim—dramatic 
proof of Muslim opposition to'the country’s Islamist rulers and a 
possible example for other marginalised groups in the all-impor- 
tant Muslim north. 


The reasons for the mass executions in Wadi Saleh, one of 
the gateways to the SLA's headquarters in the Jebel Marra 


mountains, can only be guessed at since there was no judicial 


process and the Janjaweed enjoy impunity in Darfur. 


An attack on government troops in the Magjir area on 
February 1 suggests that the massacre there may have been 
collective punishment for an attack that the SLA say killed more 
than 100 soldiers. 


Taken as a whole, however, the 145 killings NEP to 
acknowledge the fact that the backbone of the SLA's fighting 
force is composed not of: ‘thieves and robbers’, as. the 
government claims, but of farmers driven off their land by a 
scorche-dearth campaign that threatens to create an Arab 


Darfur. The village of Tullus west of Wadi Saleh is one of many. 
burnt and then occupied by Janjaweed Arabs. After attacking - 


the village in February, soldiers and Janjaweed chased women 
and children into a valley and shot them in blood | as they 
tried to hide behind rocks and trees. 


More than 100,000 have fled to Chad, where most. survive 
by begging. UN human rights investigators have accused the 
Sudanese Government „ànd the Janjaweed of unleashing a 
reign of terror in Darfur. (Guardian, London /Hindu, New Delhi, 
April 26) 


TANZANIA 


a. Ugandans ordered to leave by May 17: 
Tanzania has- ordered more than 1,000 Ugandans 
living along its border to leave by May 17, Mbarara 
LC-V Secretary for Defence Capt. Steven 
Rwakanuuma said, April 30. 


He said’the move came after the two countries disagreed on 
border demarcations. 


The affected areas are Èndinzi, Embale and Kashumba 
villages on the Ugandan border side. Rwakanuuma said that 
both Uganda and Tanzania. have constitutions that state that the 
borderline is one degree south of the equator. 
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This puts the affected areas on the Uganda side but the East 
African map left by the colonials shows that these areas are in 
Tanzania. 


He said Tanzanian authorities have insisted on the East 
African map rather their constitution and have written to the 
people living in these areas to vacate before May 17. 


He said Tanzania intends to develop the area into govern- 
ment ranches. Rwakanuuma said both Ugandan and Tanzanian 
Officials agreed to let the people in the affected areas stay until 
the border dispute is sorted out. "The matter is now at a higher 
level (national). | have written to the Permanent Secretary in the 
Land ministry, Engineer Lubanga, to handle the matter," 
Rwakanuuma said. (Monitor, Kampala, May 3) 


TOGO 


a. Gov’t agrees to review harsh press laws: 
The Togolese Minister for Information, Pitang 
Tchalla, April 28, invited the cream of Togo’s media 
practitioners to a round table conference in his office 
where he broke the news about the government's 
decision to give the country’s press laws a new 
face-lift. 

Minister Pitang Tchalla told the group of local and interna- 
tional journalists that the Togo government had finally taken a 
decision to review the country’s press code which came into 
existence following the amendments of September 2002 by 
Togo’s National House of Assembly. The Minister said that the 
decision to review the amendments of 2002 was in response to 
criticisms from several quarters that the press laws were 
draconian. 


"This is a reflection of the sensitivity of the government to 


‘meaningful criticisms, and its good faith to make corrections 


where desirable," the Minister said. He therefore appealed to 
the entire community of journalists, including professional 
associations and trade unions to join hands with the government 
to give Togo’s press code a new face-lift. (Ghanaian Chronicle, 
Accra, April 28) 


TUNISIA 


a. First woman governor named: A member 


-of Parliament was named the first woman-governor 


in Tunisia, April 30. 

Ms. Salwa Mohsni was named governor of the northern 
governorate (province) of Zaghouan by decision of President 
Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, it was announced, April 30, in Tunis 

Women account for 11.5% of the members in the Tunisian 
Chamber of Deputies and more than 20%. of the members of 


- municipal councils. Women also hold senior positions in 


government and diplomacy. Tunisian women are well repre- 
sented in all walks of life. They, in fact, account for about 25% 
of the active population, 25.7 % of judges and 26% of lawyers. 
in addition, nearly 10,000 enterprises are managed by women. 
In education, 99% of six-year-old boys and girls are enrolled at 
school. Young women account for 55% of the student body at 
universities. (Tunisia Online, Tunis, April 30) 
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UGANDA 


a. Army kills twelve Kony rebels: Twelve 
rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), 
including Lt. John Obina, were killed in clashes in 
. Kitgum and Apac districts, April 28. 


The Army said Obina was killed with four other rebels when 
the UPDF attacked their post at Kitgum Matidi in Chua county. 
The resident district commissioner of Kitgum, Lt Santo Okot 
Lapolo, April 27, who is also the chairman of the security 
committee, said four rebels were killed in Wilacic and another 
one at Lukung in Kitgum. 


"Our forces recovered four’ sub- machine guns from the 
rebels," Okot said. The army said two other rebels were killed 
at Te-Oneno village in Otwal sub-county in Apac district, on the 
same day. 


Military reports said six abductees were rescued from the 
rebels, whom they said were fleeing from their posts in Gulu 
district. Okot said the wife of LRA field commander Brigadier 
Lakati hed surrendered to the Army in Kitgum. 


He, however, said the rebels also battered to death three 
women who had gone to pick mangoes in Pamolo, about 10km 
east of Kitgum town. (New Vision, Kampala, April 30) 
[Background Info. Uganda, page 1341:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. High Court orders Shansonga’s arrest: A 
Lusaka magistrate’s court has issued a bench 
warrant for Zambia’s former ambassador to the 
United States Attan Shansonga and reprieved 
chairman of the Task Force on corruption Mark 
Chona for allowing Shansonga to leave Zambia. 


Principal resident magistrate. Jones Chinyama issued the 
bench warrant for the arrest of Shansonga after Chona 
apologised to the court for allowing Shansonga to leave the 
country ‘while on bond. ) 


Chona explained that Shansonga offered to provide the Task 
Force w'th essential evidence from the United Kingdom as part 
of continuing investigations into. the plunder of the national 
economy. 


He said Shansonga had been released on police bond and 
his bonc conditions did not restrict him from travelling out of the 
country and that was why he decided to allow him get information 
from the UK. 

Magistrate Chinyama said it was contempt of court for Chona 
to have allowed Shansonga leave, and the Task Force chairman 
pleaded it was not the Task Force's intention to interfere with 
the court. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, May 1) 

[Backgrcund Info. Zambia, page 1331:a] 


b. PTA signs $31m loan with ADB: The PTA. 


Bank has signed a US$31 million funding agreement 
with the African Development Bank (ADB) to be 
extended to businesses in the bank’s member 
countries. 
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The agreement consists of a US$30 million line of credit and 
a US$1 million technical grant, according to the bank's press 
release in Lusaka, April 26. 


The bank’s spokesperson said the president of the PTA bank, 
Michael Gondwe and Theodore Nkondo, vice-president of the 
ADB group in charge of North, East and South Operations and 
private sector signed the agreement in Tunis. 


He said the line was intended to provide medium and 
long-term resources to enable the PTA bank to finance viable 
projects, expand and strengthen its operations and enhance its 
business profile. In 2003, Zambia was one of the top benefici- 
aries of the bank's project financing facilities with 38 per cent of 
project approvals. 


The new funding will be used to finance projects in 
manufacturing, agro industry, floriculture, tourism, mining and 
service sectors. 


"The support will help enaa PTA bank's lending capacity 
and enable it to expand its operations both in terms of quality 
and quantity. The technical assistance programme, which is an 
integral part of the project, will enhance PTA bank's institutional 


. capacity and contribute to making it a more efficient institution", 


said Nkondo. (Times of Zambia; Ndola, April 27) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Minister arrested: Police arrested the 
country’s Finance Minister, April 24, amid allega- 
tions he was illegally exporting hundreds of thou- 
sands of rands, pounds and euros to South Africa. 


Christopher Kuruneri’'s arrest follows announcement by the 
President, Robert Mugabe, to crack down on “economic 
saboteurs" he blames for contribution: toward the country’s 
downward spiralling economy. The Assistant Police Commis- 
sioner, Wayne Bvudzijena, confirmed the arrest-but offered few 
details. Under new regualtions, Kuruneri may be held for up to 
28 days without bail. 


"All | can say is he will appear in court soon", Bvudzijena 
said. State radio said Zimbabwean detectives were travelling to 
South Africa to investigate alleged violations between March 
2002 and early 2004 of as much as $1 million in rands, pounds 
and euros. 


They are also investigating allegations the minister travelled 
on both Zimbabwean and Canadian passports. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
April 26) 

b. Journalist expelled: Mihir Bose, the well- 
known British Asian sports journalist, was expelled 
from Zimbabwe, April 20, hours after he arrived in 
Harare to cover the Zimbabwe-Sri Lanka cricket 
series for a British newspapers. 


Bose, who was deported after being refused accreditation 
for the series, claimed that he was singled out because he held 
a British passport, a political liability in Harare in the current 
climate of British-Zimbabwean relations. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
April 22) 

[Background Zimbabwe, page 1331:a} 
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ANALYSIS 


World watched silently as one million Rwandans were massacred 


killed in Rwanda in a planned political campaign. The preparation 

for mass killing on a countrywide scale took three years and 
involved a conspiracy that embraced the country's political, military 
and administrative leadership. 


In a campaign relentless in its incitement to hatred and 
violence, the conspirators set out- to destroy the minority Tutsi 
as a people in order to create a “pure Hutu state”. The failure 
to act in Rwanda is one of the greatest scandals of the 20th 
century. But while in the past 10 years attention has focused 
on a lack of intervention when the genocide began, there has 
been little scrutiny of the interference of states in Rwanda’'s affairs 
in the years immediately beforehand—intervention that can be 
shown to have positively encouraged the extremists who were 
plotting the Killing. — 

One of the most fateful errors was the decision in October 
1993 by the UN Security Council to send a small peacekeeping 
mission to Rwanda and keep it there in an increasingly hostile 
environment without reinforcements. 


The UN Assistance Mission for Rwanda, established to 
monitor the country's transition from dictatorship to democracy, 
was, with its weak mandate and minimal capacity, suitable for 
only the most benign environment. This feeble effort signalled 
to the conspirators that they had little to fear from the outside 
world. 


The peace agreement that the peacekeepers came to 
monitor had been greeted with great fanfare when it was 
concluded in Arusha, Tanzania, in August 1993. 


it was the result of a conflict-resolution process sponsored 
internationally by the then Organization of African Unity, Belgium 
(the former colonial power), France (intimately involved with the 
extremist regime in Rwanda) and the US. The Arusha Accords 
provided for an end to the ethnic divisions and a government of 
national unity between the minority Tutsi and majority Hutu. 

it was a comprehensive settlement, ending a three-year civil 
war between a rebel army - the mainly Tutsi RPF —- and the 
Hutu government in Rwanda. The RPF was created to enforce 


P a few terrible months in 1994, up to 1 million people were 


the return of some 1 million Tutsi refugees expelled from Rwanda 


during pogroms dating back to 1959. But this was little more 
than a short-lived truce. 


The conspirators in the capital, Kigali—-adherents. of the 
ideology known as Hutu Power—- considered it a sellout imposed 
by interfering outsiders. 


. However, the continuing human rights abuses in Rwanda 
were of little concern to the Security Council, where the French, 
playing their own secret game, gave confidential assurances to 
council members that the parties in Rwanda were committed to 
peace. Representatives from thee UK and the US were reluctant 
about the creation of a mission for Rwanda. ~- 





There were simply too many UN operations—with 17 
missions and 80,000 peacekeepers worldwide. But arguments 
in favour of helping Rwanda were persuasive. How could the 
west encourage this poor, pathetic country to democratize and 
then turn its back? So a compromise was reached. 


A mission would be created for Rwanda, but it was to be as 
smali as possible-and it was to be run on a shoe-string. The 
Belgians were the only European nation to provide peacekeepers 
for the mission but they were ili-disciplined and racist. It all went 
disastrously wrong. 


No tragedy was ever heralded to less effect than the 
genocide in Rawanda. Despite press attention given to a cable 
outlining a genocide plot and sent by the commander of the UN 
peacekeepers on January 11, 1984, it was just one of dozens 
of warnings. John Major's government was most definitely 
warned, because during the build-up to genocide, the violence, 
hate propaganda and militia increased in scope and power. 


In the weeks before the genocide, the Balgian ambassador 
to the UN tried desperately to persuade the permanent members 
of the Security Council that it was five minutes to midnight in 
Rwanda and that their mission urgently needed reinforcing and 
a stronger mandate. But the warnings were to no avail. The US 
and the UK were against a stronger mandate. 


And so, 10 years ago, on April 6 1994, Rwanda’s President 
Habyarimana was killed when two missiles brought down his 
presidential jet as it approached Kigali airport. The speed and 
organisation with which the mass killing started after, this 


‘assassination suggest that it was a deliberate signal, but, though 


the prime suspects remain Hutu Power extremists, no inquiry 
has ever been held into who was responsible. 


A French judge has been investigating the crash on behalf 
of the families of the three French crew who also died in it. His 
report has not been released, but extracts leaked to the 
newspaper Le Monde suggest that it is seriously flawed. 


We may never know the truth. France was Rwanda’s one 
great ally and the French must have known of the activities of 
the extremists—certainly in the army. 


France provided arms, soldiers, technical advice and exper- 
tise to the Rwandan military, even embedding French officers to 
work side by side with officers and known extremists. Just two 
weeks before the genocide began, French officers were still 
serving in the very units that were responsible for carrying out 
the elimination of the entire political opposition, touring Kigali at 
dawn with prepared lists. And they continued to intervene in 
support of the extremists during and, after the April 1994 
massacres. 


—tLinda Melvern in Guardian, London/Deccan Herald, 
Bangalore, April 11 
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ANGOLA 


a. Over 5,000 illegal foreigners leave 


Cabinda: At least 5,150 foreign citizens who were 
living illegally in northern Cabinda province for 
more tnan 13 years have returned to their 
respective countries. 


About 4,954 were from Congo (DR) and other 85 from Congo 
(Brazzavifie). According to the chief of the Custom Duties, 
Pascoal Quimino, the voluntary action comes under the 
“Sossego” operation, in the oil-rich Cabinda province put an end 
to the illegal staying of foreign citizens. 


Quimino said that the voluntary process of return of 
citizens zo their respective countries is happening normally. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, May 17) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Government confirms yellow fever out- 
break:The-government of-Burkina Faso said, May 
13, thet 25 suspected cases of yellow fever had 
been reported in the southeastern city of Bobo-Di- 
oulasso and the nearby town of Gaoua, close to 
the border with Ivory Coast and Ghana. 


A Mnistry of Health official said in Ouagadougou that 16 
blood samples had been collected from the suspected victims 
of the rrosquito-borne disease. 


Laboratory tests carried out by the Pasteur Institute in 
Dakar Senegal had so far confirmed four cases of yeltow fever 
among them. However, the official said there was no cause 
for alarm. 


"It is true that just one confirmed case of yellow fever, strictly 
speaking, constitutes an epidemic but there are four confirmed 
cases and none of those people are dead," he said. 


The official said all four confirmed cases were from 
Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso’s second largest city, which has 
a population of around 400,000. 


The World Health Organisation (WHO) confirmed the yellow 
fever outbreak in Bobo-Dioulasso in a statement. 


in fts mildest form, yellow fever resembles a bout of 
influenza but in the most serious cases can lead to severe 
hepatitis, hemorrhagic fever and death. 


Up to 20% of all cases end in death, though mortality rates 
are much higher for children. (UN Integrated Regional 
Inforration Networks, Dakar, May 13) 






T, t 
ru 
A l 
Cta G 
Vaki.. 
D P ES 
+ y ~ R 


1357 









C EY iTi YE y 
LISRARY 
aii fay er Vol V No. 10 
EA 
‘E@&2” BURUNDI 


oong, Rebel group boycotts transitional govt: 


The former main rebel group in Burundi announced, 
May 10, that it would continue boycotting participa- 
tion in the transitional government and in the 
National Assembly. 


"We will not go back to government or the National Assembly 
unless they [the government] fulfil what we agreed upon," 
Ramadhan Karenga, the spokesman of Minister of State Pierre 
Nkurunziza, said, May 10. 


Nkurunziza is the leader of the Conseil national pour la 
Defense de la Democratie-Forces de Defense de la democratie 
(CNDD-FDD), which announced on April 3, that it would 
suspend its participation in the government over what it termed 
the government's delay in the implementation of a power-sharing 
accord it signed on November 16, 2003. 


The government responded to the announcement by appoint- 


_ ing two ambassadors, several governors and advisers to 


governors from the CNDD-FDD. 


Karenga said the CNDD-FDD was pegging its resumption of 
participation in government and in the National Assembly on the 
appointment of its members to other political posts under the 
power-sharing accord. These include 20 per cent of the posts 
in the public administration and 35 per cent in the intelligence 
services. 


"It [the government's move] is like giving a small dose of 
medicine to a patient saying, ‘let’s see if you will recover’ before 
adding the dese,” he said. (UN Integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Bujumbura, May 10) 

[Background Info. Burundi, page 1321:a] 

b. Thousands return home from Tanzania: 
More than 40,700 Burundi refugees have returned 
home from camps in Tanzania so far in 2004, 
bringing the number of Burundi refugees in Tanza- 
nian camps to below 300,000 for the first time in 
years. 


In total, 40,788 refugees have returned, leaving just over 
290,000 refugees still in the camps. The last time the camp 
population was below 300,000 was in 1998. According to the 
Tanzanian authorities, another 170,000 Burundians, most of 
whom left Burundi in the early 1970's, live outside the camps in 
settlements and some 300,000 have settled on their own in 
villages. 


The vast majority of those returning have come back on 
UNHCR-facilitated convoys, mainly through two border crossing 
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points - Gisuru crossing in the east and Kobero in the north. A 


third entry point for facilitated returns is Gahumo, in Cankuzo“ 


province. A fourth entry point for the facilitated returns is 
scheduled to open at Mugina in the southern province of 
Makamba, possibly early in June. The opening of this crossing 
point has faced some delays due to heavy rains which have 
slowed road repairs needed to enable the convoys to travel. 
(United Nations High Commission for Refugees, Geneva, 
May 18) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Journalist released from prison: A journalist 
in the Central African Republic (CAR), who had 
been jailed for libelling President Francois Bozize, 
has been released after serving two months of his 
six-month sentence, the Committee to Protect 
Journalists (CPJ), reported, May 17. 


The New York-based committee said Judes Zoss, the 
publication director of the privately owned daily newspaper 
L’Hirondelle, was released, May 14, under a presidential pardon. 
CPJ reported that Zoss was sentenced to six months in prison 
on March 12, for “insulting the head of state" after his newspaper 
reprinted an article from the opposition news Website Centrafri- 
que-presse.com. 


The report had alleged that Bozize, who came to power after 
a March 2003 coup, had personally taken over the collection of 
taxes in the country, prompting two senior treasury officials to 
contemplate resignation. 


"The Committee to Protect Journalists welcomes the release 
of Judes Zoss, but he never should have been jailed in the first 
place," Ann Cooper, the CPJ executive director, was quoted as 
saying. ) 

"We call on authorities in the Central African Republic to 
work toward removing criminal penalties for press offences." 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, 
May 18) 

[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1334:a] 


CHAD 


a. Sudanese refugees still crossing into 
Chad, says UN: A team from the United Nations 
refugee agency has arrived in a Chadian border 
town to verify reports that 200 to 300 Sudanese 
refugees have been crossing weekly from the Darfur 
region into Chad since the beginning of April, an 
agency spokesman said. 


The UN High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) spokes- 
man, Ron Redmond, said in Geneva that new refugees in the 


town of Bahai, joining the 7,000 already registered there, told: 


the team that they fled after Sudanese militia members attacked 
them on April 2, looting and burning their homes. 


UNHCR and its partner, CARE, will distribute aid to refugees 
in the Kariari area, 35 kilometres north of Bahai, temporary home 
to 16,000 refugees who fled Sudan.at the end of January and 
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the beginning of February after bombs hit their villages, and the 
militias then attacked them, he said. The water available for the 


-two refugee camps was becoming scarce, he added. 


The Chadian hosts and those refugees they had taken in 
have resorted to eating seeds called mukhet, usually used as 
cattle feed. Not only were they at risk of malnutrition, but the 


international Rescue Committee told UNHCR that the refugees 


attending their mobile clinic in Kariari were suffering from 
diarrhoea, respiratory infections and conjunctivitis. 


Meanwhile, the UN fact-finding team dispatched from 
Geneva to look into Darfur’s human rights situation was in 
al-Fasher, the capital of Northern Darfur State, in western Sudan. 


The team was due back in Geneva soon, when they would 
submit their report to Acting High Commissioner for Human 
Rights Bertrand Ramcharan. (UN News Service, New York, 
April 27) 

Sudanese refugees move into Chad, Uganda: Sudanese 
refugees were on the move in two host countries, Chad and 
Uganda, because of attacks from their enemies, the United 
Nations refugee agency said. 


More than 31,000 Sudanese refugees were displaced from 


- their settlements in northern Uganda because of 30 raids in the 


last three months by rebels of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA), 
the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said. 


. The migration of-refugees 30 kilometres north to other 
Sudanese settlements along the east shore of the Nile River, | 
straining UNHCR’s Sanitation provisions and community serv- 
ices, such as schools and clinics, put their farming at risk since 
this is the start of the planting season, the agency said. 


UNHCR, the Ugandan Government and humanitarian non- 
governmental organizations (NGOs) counted 28,000 displaced 
refugees in Adjumani District, 2,500 in Moyo District and 1,000 
in Arua District of Uganda, it said. Another 500 also reportedly 
crossed back into Sudan after fleeing their refugee settlements. 


Since 6 May, UNHCR said, it has moved 52,444 refugees 
from the area of the Chadian border with Sudan to camps further 
inside Chad, while another 7,000 refugees had arrived at the 
camps on their own in their flight from Sudan's Janjaweed militia, 
which has committed massacres, rapes, looting and destroying 
villages in the western Darfur region of Sudan. (UN News 


` Service, New York, May 7) 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. A Plague of presidents: There was an eerie 
sense of whistling in the dark about Comoran 
President Azali Assoumani’s remarks after casting 
his ballot in Moroni, April 25. 


"We are in the last stage of the process of stabilising the 
Comoros," he said before retiring to his residence on Grande 
Comoros to wait for the worst. 

Three weeks ago elections for the national assemblies on 
the three autonomous islands of the archipelago left Assoumani's 
party with only a smattering of the votes. 
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The voting on April 25 for the federal assembly left him hardly 
any better off. That assembly is designed to bring stability to an 
archipelago that has experienced two-dozen coups since being 
granted independence from France in 1975. 


At least four of these have been successful. The ousting of 
South African-backed Bob Denard appeared to set the islands 
on course to normality, but in 1997 two of them - Anjouan and 
Moheli - seceded. 


Two years later Assoumani seized power in a coup, which 
happened at the same time that Africans were red-carding 
extra-parlimentary changes of the government. 


The new African Union (AU) took the Comoros case on board 
and brokered a complex federal system that saw Assoumani win 
a presidertial election in 2003. That system also returned Abdou 
el Bak as president of Grande Comore, Mohamed Bacar of 
Anjouan and Said Fazul of Moheli. 


Instead of enhancing stability, however, the presidents were 
soon locked in a power struggle. Assoumani clung tenaciously 
to the reins of power in what was supposed to be a loose 
federation with much authority devolving to the island govern- 
ments. (Mail & Guardian, Johannesburg, April 23) 


[Background Info. Comoro Islands, page 1346:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Armed groups sign peace agreement: 
Representatives of armed militia groups from the 
embattled Ituri-district -of the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo have signed an agreement with the 
government to disarm and participate in the coun- 
try’s transitional process towards democracy, ac- 
cording to the United Nations mission in the country. 


The LN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) reported 
that six armed groups operating in the eastern region of Ituri 
have agreed to begin a disarmament process. At the end of a 
meeting n Kinshasa, the groups also reaffirmed their support 
for the national transition process and agreed to work towards 
the reuni‘ication of the country. 


MONUC commended the Ituri leaders for taking the important 
step and reiterated its readiness to provide assistance in the 
disarmament process. The mission also commended the Tran- 
sitional Government for reaffirming its commitment to addressing 
the situation in Ituri. (UN News Service, New York, May 17) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1346:a] 


b. Two journalists arrested: Ibrahim Kayembe 
and Ali Tshitoko, programming director and host with 
the brcadcaster "Sumbula Number One", respec- 
tively, were arrested by Congolese Armed Forces 
soldiers, May 13. 


The two journalists are being held in a detention centre at 
the First Company Battalion’s barracks in Luiza. 


NTshitoko is accused of having denounced, on the air, the 
alleged theft by soldiers of drinking water sold by local children. 
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According to information obtained from the scene, soldiers 
entered the studios of "Sumbula Number One" and proceeded 
to destroy audio and video cassettes found in the contro! room, 
before taking the journalists away. 


When contacted, the commander of the brigade responsible 
for the incident, Lieutenant-Colonel Marcel Amsini promised to 
look into it and to “take care of [the situation] promptly.” 
{Journaliste En Danger, Kinshasa, May 14) 


{Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1334:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Twenty ‘bandits’ killed in Gambela shoot- 
out: Ethiopian security forces have killed 20 
"bandits" behind the recent violence that erupted 
it ea of the country, the government said, 

ay 18. 


The men had been responsible for attacks on civilians and 
Sudanese refugees and for armed robberies in the troubled 
Gambela region, it added. 


In a statement released by the ministry of federal affairs, the 
government said the men had been killed in a shoot-out after a 
tip-off from a member of the public. 


"The National Defence Forces killed some 20 members of 
the anti-peace forces, including its four ringleaders while they 
were -located in a locality called Jewe after a tip-off from the 
public," the statement said. 


“Four of the members of the anti-people group are still at 
large. One member of the gang was seized alive." It said an 
escaped convict named by the ministry only as Maj Kut led the 
gang. He was believed to be among those killed in the fighting. 


In recent months Gambela - a region bordering Sudan in the 
far west of the country - has been rocked by violence and 
disturbances that have left hundreds dead. Trouble has flared 
between ethnic groups, but human rights organisations and 
critics of the government claim security forces have also been 
involved S conflict. 


Government officials have rejected allegations that security 
forces were involved, and an independent body is to be set up to 
investigate the clashes in Gambela. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Addis Ababa, May 18) 


b. World Bank approves $100 million for 
water, sanitation projects: The World Bank Board, 
May 11, approved an International Development 
Association (IDA) credit of US$75 million and an 
IDA grant of US$25 million to increase access to 
sustainable safe drinking water supply and sanita- 
tion services in Ethiopia. 


The credit and grant will be used to assist towns and rural 
communities to plan, construct, and maintain improved water 
supply facilities, and build the capacity of local governments, 
regions and private sector actors to effectively manage decen- 
tralized water supply and sanitation. 
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“Approximately 5,500 water supply schemes will benefit 
nearly three million people in some 3,500 communities and 50 
towns", said Yitbarek Tessema, the World Bank's Task Team 
leader for the project. 


The Rural Water Supply and Sanitation component of the 
project will assist local governments to establish rural water 
supply and sanitation programmes, and communities to plan and 
manage well functioning water and sanitation schemes. 


The Urban Water Supply and Sanitation component will 
support the establishment of effective town water boards and 
water operators. A Programme Support component will build the 
capacity of public and private sector professionals, notably staff 
within the Ministry of Water Resources, the Regional Water 
Bureaus and local service providers to implement the pro- 
gramme. (World Bank, Washington, DC, May 12) 


GAMBIA 


a. Boycott by media: Six private media organ- 
isations, namely, the Independent, Foroyaa, The 
Point, and The Nation newspapers as well as the 
News and Report magazine and Radio One FM 
station have decided to suspend publishing and 
broadcasting for one week. 


in ajoint statement, heads of the six media houses explained 
that they were protesting against what they consider to be the 
unconstitutional registration fiat by the National Media -‘Com- 
mision (NMC). 

‘We have decided on our own to shut down our newspapers 
and radio station for a week to register our vehement protest 
over the insistence of the Media Commission to register us’ the 
statement said. 


A letter dated May 10, signed by NIMC chairman Justice A. 
K. Savage had ordered all private media houses and practitioners 
in The Gambia to register with the commission ‘not later than 
noon on Friday, May 14’. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)-The 
Gambia, the private media are apprehensive that the registra- 
tion requirement would effectively enable the government-con- 
trolled NMC to determine which media and journalists would 
Operate in the country. (Media Foundation for West Africa, 
Accra, May 17) 

[Background Info. Gambia, page 1336:a] 


GHANA 


a. Global corruption survey indicts Ghana: A 
global Public Integrity Index, which tracks corruption 
and accountability around the world, has revealed 
that Ghana has scored "moderate" points in a 
25-country survey, ranking 13th but beating close 
neighbours, Nigeria. 

The report, which was conducted by the Washington-based 
Centre for Public Integrity, one of the world’s biggest investigative 
journalism institutions, indicated that Ghana achieved moderate 
rankings in the area of civil society, public information, media, 
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electoral and political process and oversight and regulatory 
mechanisms in dealing with corruption. However, the report 
revealed that Ghana placed 24 out of the 25 countries surveyed 
and scored ‘very weak’ marks on critical corruption indicators, 
such as_such civil service regulation—weak; whistle-blowing 
measures—very weak; procurement—very weak, and privatiza- 
tion—very weak. 


On the branches of government, Ghana scored some 
moderate marks and was ranked 10th. The Executive (Presi- 
dency)—-weak; Judiciary—moderate, and Legislature—moder- 
ate. 


The report indicated that under rule of law, access to justice 
and law enforcement Ghana ranked 7th and scored very strong 
marks, but still scored ‘very weak’ marks in the area of 


.anti-corruption laws. (Ghanaian Chronicle, Accra, May 19) 


GUINEA 


a. News weekly banned for second week in 
a row: The Ministry of Local Government has 
banned the sale of the issue 2261 of the news 
weekly Jeune Afrique L’inteiligent. 


This is the second time in the last two weeks that an edition 
of the newspaper has been prevented from going on sale. 


The government was displeased with an articie entitled, 


"Searching desperately. for Franois Fall", published on page 12 


of the paper. 


The article, written by staff writer Cheick Yerim Seck, referred 
to measures which it claimed President Lansana Cont used to 
persuade Franois Lonceny Fall to rescind his decision to resign 
from his position as prime minister. Barely two months after he 
was appointed prime minister on February 23, Fall announced 
his resignation from General Cont's government at a April 27 


= news conference in Paris, France. He insinuated that he had 


had personal differences with the president and chose to 
announce his resignation while outside the country because he 
feared reprisals from the government. 


This is the second time in two weeks that the government 
has prevented Jeune Afrique L’Intelligent from being distributed 
in Guinea. Issue 2260 of the paper (dated May 2 to May 8) 
remains in the government's possession. The ministry prevented 
circulation of the issue for similar reasons. (Media Foundation 
for West Africa, Accra, May 17) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Elected parliament sworn in: Guinea Bis- 
sau’s recently elected parliament was sworn in, May 
7, to form a new government. 


The African Party for Independence of Guinea Bissau and 
Cape Verde (PAIGC) leader and prime minister designate 
Carlos Gomes Junior said that he would announce his new 
cabinet soon following formal consultations with transitional 
President Henrique Rosa. A source in the presidency said Rosa 


| would formally appoint Gomes Junior as prime minister, May 10. 
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The PAIGC is making a comeback after spending five years 
in oppositon. It won 45 of the 100 seats in parliament that were 
contested in internationally monitored elections at the end of 
March. Elections have yet to take place forthe remaining two 
seats in parliament which will represent Guinea-Bissau emigrants 
in Europe and other parts of Africa. 


This is Guinea-Bissau’s first elected parliament to take office 
for 18 months. Former President Kumba Yala dissolved the 
legislature in November 2002 and repeatedly missed deadlines 
set for ths holding of new elections. He was finally ousted in a 
bloodless coup on September 14, 2003. Since then, the country 
has been ruled by a broad-based transitional government 
represenz:ing all its main parties. This will be dissolved to make 
way for a new PAIGC-led administration. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bissau, May 7) 


[Background Info. Guinea Bissau, page 1299:a] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Journalist flees into exile: Baudelaire 
Mieux, photojournalist with the American AP News 
Dow Jones in Abidjan went into exile, April 2, 2004, 
in Dakar, Senegal, alleging persistent death threats. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFVVA)-Ivory 
Coast sources, the alleged threats on the life of Baudelaire are 
related to the mysterious disappearance of Guy Andr Kieffer, an 
investigétive reporter of French-Canadian nationality and-corre- 
spondent for the La Lettre du Continent newspaper. 


Until his disappearance, Keiffer had been working in Abidjan 
for ten years as a financial analyst/reporter with special interest 
in the cocoa and coffee industry. It is feared that Keiffer may 
have been kidnapped or even murdered. 


Baudelaire often worked on the same beat, with Keiffer. 
Consequently, in the midst of the persistent déath threats, 
Baudelaire decided, with the approval of his superiors, to go into 
exile. In Ivory Coast, independent journalism has become, 
arguabl», the most high-risk profession since civil conflict broke 
out on September 19, 2002. (Wedia Foundation for West 
Africa, Accra, May 6) 


{Backgrcund Info. Ivory Coast, page 1348:a] 


LIBERIA 


a. Two killed, several arrested during protest: 
At least two persons were killed and over 10 were 
arrested during a violent protest by disgruntled 
former Government of Liberia militiamen. 


Hurdreds of former GOL militias who had gathered at the 
72nd Military Barracks to be transported to the disarmament site 
by UNWMIL, resorted to a protest action, May 17, upon the latter’s 
apparent failure to show up for the scheduled exercise. 


Accarding to some of the ex-combatants, their protest action 
that turned out to be violent, was aimed at drawing the immediate 
attention of UNMIL to quickly have them disarmed and 
demobilized. 
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The ex-GOL fighters claimed that UNMIL has on numerous 
occasions promised to transport them to the disarmament site 
for the exercise but that has failed to come through. “Today 
again, they promised to come, but surprisingly they (UNMIL) 
did not show up. We are tired of bearing arms. We want to 
disarm," combatants said in frustration. 


Marching from the 72nd Barracks through the Red-light 
Market towards Congo Town apparently to reach the UNMIL 
Headquarters at the Old German Embassy, the ex-GOL 
combatants said that they want to turn over their arms now so 
as to start a new life by engaging in activities that will improve 
their lives. (inquirer, Monrovia, May 18) 


{Background info. Liberia, page 1326:a] 


Man flogged to death: Six armed militiamen and their ring 
leader, Foday Massally, alias "Rusty Nail", have been arrested 
and are undergoing preliminary investigation for allegedly 
flogging to death a 25-year-old man, Morris Sackie, in the 
commercial town of Ganta, Nimba County. 


The tragedy occurred recently near the police sub-station in 
Ganta, where militias of the former government were based, 
awaiting to be disarmed. Officers of the disbanded Liberian 
National Police Force (LNP) in collaboration with the international 
police arrested the seven suspects. 


Those arrested include Jackson Lonpoe, Jackson Kollie and 


Alex Dolo. Others are Eric Nuah, Larry Gonquoi and Julius Zolo. 


The men have been transferred from Ganta to the Sanniquel- 
lie Police Headquarters, where they are being investigated. 


According to an account, the seven militiamen were serving 
as Military Police (MP) in Ganta, when information reached them 
tnat the victim, Morris Sackie, had allegedly stolen some gallons 
of oil from a woman whose name was not disclosed. 


Following the report, the militiamen mounted a search, and 
in the process, the Sackie was arrested and taken to their base 
at the sub-station, where they allegedly flogged him with planks 
and sticks until he died. Medics examined the body and 
confirmed that Sackie died of severe beatings. (News, Monrovia, 
May 18) 


LIBYA 


a. Foreign medics sentenced to death: A 
Libyan court, May 6, sentenced five Bulgarian 
nurses and a Palestinian doctor to death by firing 
squad after convicting them of deliberately infecting 
hundreds of Libyan children with the deadly HIV 
virus. 


Bulgaria condemned the verdict by court officials as “unfair 
and absurd" and was joined in outrage by its western partners— 
the European Union and the US, 


The issue is a major hurdle to Libya joining an EU economic 
partnership with Mediterranean region countries. Libyan leader 
Muammar Gaddafi, who is seeking closer ties with the West 
after more than a decade of international isolation, had promised 
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to swiftly resolve the dispute during a groundbreaking visit to the 
EU headquarters in Brussels recently. 


The condemned, detained in February 1999, were convicted 
of infecting 426 Libyan children at a Benghazi hospital with blood 
products contaminated with HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. 


They had pleaded not guilty, insisting the epidemic that killed 
more than 40 children started before they began work at the 
hospital. 


Prosecutors charged them with “uncontrollable murder aimed 
at destabilizing the country, deliberately starting an epidemic... 
and conspiring to intentionally infect children with the AIDS virus". 


In 2001, Gaddafi had said the children were infected as part 
of an experiment ordered by the US or Israeli secret services. 


EU aspirant Bulgaria has slammed the trial as unfair, saying 
there is no hard evidence except for confessions from two nurses 
who were held for a year before being indicted. Nine Libyans 
have been on trial for torturing the confessions out of them. 


Defence lawyers said they would appeal the sentences. 


Zrdavko Georiev, a Bulgarian doctor and the husband of one 
of the nurses, was sentenced to four years in jail but was 
released, May 6. 


"I'm not happy at the moment. | cannot feel free because | 
left behind six innocent people,” Georgiev told Bulgarian TV after 
his release. aor 


Scores of dancing and chanting relatives of the HIV-infected 
children took to the streets near the court in the Mediterranean 
port city after the verdicts were announced. 


"The verdict is fair. What they did is a crime against humanity. 
They planted a bomb inside our children," said Ramdane Ali 
Mohamed, whose younger sister Hiba died of AIDS. 


In Sofia, several hundred sombre demonstrators staged a 
candie-light vigil for the condemned, aghast at the ruling. 


“We are totally convinced they did not conspire to cause the 
epidemic. It’s not possible for a normal person, let alone a nurse, 
to do such a thing," said pensioner Nina Taneva, 57. (Telegraph, 
Calcutta, May 7) 


[Background Info. Libya, page 1349:a] 


MALAGASY 


a. Strike by magistrates: The minister of justice 
was locked in negotiations with the country’s 
magistrates, May 18, over demands for better pay 
and working conditions. 


A stayaway by the magistrates has brought judicial process 
to a standstill. The ministry's spokesman, Rena Ravonniandro, 
said that “it was still unclear" whether any progress had been 
made since the country’s Magistrate Union (MU) appeared bent 
on receiving better compensation immediately. 


A deai reached recently between the government and the 
MU agreed to increase the pay of magistrates and other civil 


servants from the end of July, but on May 17, the MU embarked - 
on strike action, calling for immediate implementation of the plan. 


"The minister has told the magistrates many times that there | 
aren't enough funds available to increase their salaries immedi- 
ately. The budget for the financial year has already been 
approved, and it will be impossible to find extra funds to pay 
salaries. In July we will be in a better financial position," said- 
Ravonniandro. 


The MU has demandéd a 100 per cent increase, arguing 
that current salaries were insufficient to cope with the rise in the 
cost of living. 


In 1999 the salaries of magistrates were raised to improve 
their performance, but reports of corruption in the judiciary have 
persisted. (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, 
Johannesburg, May 18) 


MALI 

Spotlight 

When Timbuktu was the apex of intellectual 
life in Africa: In popular imagination, the word 
“Timbuktu” is a trip of three syllables to the ends of 
the earth. Today this West African city is a 
slumbering and decrepit citadel at the southern 
edge of the Sahara, in Mali, one the poorest 
countries in the world. 

Yet it is here that some of the most astonishing developments 
in African intellectual history have been occurring. In recent 
years, thousands of medieval manuscripts that include poetry 
by women, legal reflections and innovative scientific treatises 
have come to light, reshaping ideas about African and Islamic 
civilizations. 


“The manuscripts reveal that black Africa had literacy and 
intellectualism—thus going beyond the mere notion of Africa as 
a continent of ‘song and dance’," John O Hunwick, a scholar 
who had uncovered some of the writings, said in a recent 
interview. 


When the Renaissance had only just begun in Europe, 
Timbuktu was already the centre of a prolific written tradition. 
By the end of the 15th centruy, Timbuktu’s 50,000 residents 
thrived on the commerce of gold, salt and slaves, and hundreds 
of students and scholars convened at the city’s Sankore mosque. 
There were countless Koranic schools and as many as 80 large 
private libraries. 


Hunwick, a professor of history and religion at Northwestern 
University who has spent 40 years doing research on Africa, 
came across piles of manuscripts in the musty trunks of a family 
library in 1999. 

They were part of a private collection of several thousand 
manuscripts, some more than 600 years old, in the possession 
of descendants of Mahmoud Kati, a 16th-centruy scholar. While 
most were written in Arabic, others used Arabic letters to 
transcribe local tongues like Fulani and Songhay. Hunwick said 
he was awe-struck. UNESCO designated Timbuktu as a "world 
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patrimony” site in 1989, and the city has since received numerous 
conservation grants from foundations in the United States and 
from the governments of Norway, South Africa-and Luxembourg. 


After finding the manuscripts of the Kati collection, Hunwick 
become involved in an international effort to preserve Timbuktu’'s 
written history, creating the Institute for the study of Islamic 
Thought in Africa at Northwestern. And in 2003 the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development, based in Johannesburg, 
announced plans for a multimillion- dollar Timbuktu initiative to 
preserve the manuscripts. 


There are formidable obstacles, nonetheless. The texts, 
abraded by sand and grit, are rotting inside their metal cases. 
Furthermore, owners are extremely reluctant to let them go, since 
they represent family legacies. 


Those that make it out of family trunks have other problems. 
A robust klack market is further eroding away at this historical 
trove. 


Chris Viurphy, a Near East specialist at the Library of US 
Congress who was a co-curator of an exhibition of Timbuktu 
manuscricts last summer, said illicit sales were common. 
"Poverty is such that you can buy these for $2 to $5," he said. 


“Then they-are_taken to Switzerland, often, where their 
provenance will be forged. And they get moved to auction 
houses where they will be sold for up to $1,000. Sometimes, 
they can even reach five figures". (Lila Azam Zanganmeh in New 
York Jimes/Asian Age, New v Delhi) 
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MOROCCO 


a. UN Security Council supports self-determi- 
nation for Western Sahara: The United Nations 
Security Council, April 29, supported a plan that 
would ellow the people of Western Sahara, a former 
Spanish colony, to determine their own political 
future, disallowing both Morocco’s rejection of the 
plan and its. proposal to give Western Saharans 
limited autonomy under its rule. 


The Council also extended the mandate of the UN Mission 
for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO) until October 
31, though not untii February 28, 2005, as Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan had recommended in his report on the situation. 


The report contained Morocco’s April 2004 letter rejecting 
the 2003 plan for peace between itself and the Western 
Saharar. Frente Polisario (Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro), but the Council did not 
mention it. 


Saying it had considered Annan’s report and noting the 
principles and purposes of the UN Charter, the Security Council 
unanimously reaffirmed “its support for the peace plan for 
self-determination of the people of Western Sahara as an 
optimum political solution on the basis of agreement between 
the two parties." (UN News Service, New York, April 29) 


[Background Info. Morocco, page 1302:a] 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Anti-corruption unit questions Nyimpine 
Chissano: Investigators from the Anti-corruption 
Unit in the Mozambican Attorney-General’s Office 
have questioned businessman Nyimpine Chissano, 
the eldest son of President Joaquim Chissano, in 
connection with the September 2002 escape from 
the Maputo prison of Anibal dos Santos Junior 
(“Anibalzinho"). 


Anibalzinho was the man who led the death squad recruited 
to assassinate Mozambique’s top investigative journalist, Carlos 
Cardoso, in November 2000. After his mysterious disappearance 
from prison on September 1, 2002, he was tried in absentia. 


He was rearrested in South Africa on January 30, 2003, 
and deported the following day. He arrived under police guard 
at Maputo airport a few hours after Judge Augusto Paulino had 
sentenced him to 28 years and six months imprisonment for his 
part in the murder. In August and September 2003, seven police 
officers on duty on the night of the escape were tried for their 
part in helping Anbalzinho leave the prison - and all were 
acquitted. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 
April 23) 

b. Contract on Zambezi bridge signed: The 
Minister of Public Works, Roberto White, April 23, 
signed a contract with a Swedish consultancy firm, 
WSP, for the design of a new bridge over the 
Zambezi,. linking Caia in, Sofala province to 
Chimuara in Zambezia. 


According to a report in the Maputo daily Noficias, the 
Swedish consultants will also draw up the public tender, and 
assist the National Roads Administration (ANE) in selecting the 
contractor who will actually build the bridge. 


The contract with WSP is valued at two million US dollars. 
The cost of construction is estimated at between 70 and 80 
million dollars. The bridge will be financed by Britain, Japan. 
Italy, the World Bank and the Mozambican government. 


The Caia bridge is a key link in Mozambique’s north-south 
highway, and has been on the government's drawing board since 
1976, a year after independence. A start was made on the bridge 
in the late 1970s, and pillars were sunk on both banks of the 
Zambezi. But the war of-destabilisation waged by the apartheid 
backed Renamo rebels made it impossible to continue the work. 
(Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, April 24) 


c. Protests at detention of journalist: The local 
journalists’ union and the Media Institute of South- 
ern Africa have condemned the detention for 10 
hours, May 15, of reporter Fabiao Mondlane, 
according to a report in Noticias. 


Mondlane, who works on the independent Niassa paper 
Faisca, and is also correspondent for one of the Maputo 
weeklies, Demos, was arrested in the provincial capital, 
Lichinga, on the orders of the provincial chief attorney, Domingos 
Telha. 
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Telha claimed that Mondlane libelled him in an article on 
corruption in the provincial attorney's office published in Faisca. 


But the person who made the corruption allegation was Alice 
Mabota, chairperson of the Mozambican Human Rights League 
(LDH), who was on a visit to Niassa. Faisca cited her as saying, 
at a press conference, that there was “unprecedented corruption" 
in Telha’s office, and that Attorney-General Joaquim Madeira 
should take “urgent measures" to bring the situation to an end. 


Mabota said she had every intention of telling Madeira of 
what she had seen and heard in Niassa. She confirmed that the 
corruption consisted of illegal charges made by officials in the 
provincial attorney's office, including Telha himself. (Agencia 
de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, May 18) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Fate of Caprivi 13 nowin hands of Supreme 
Court: The Supreme Court, May 11, reserved its 
judgement on the appeal in which the State has 
asked it to overturn the High Court decision that 
had freed the Caprivi 13 accused of high treason. 


The 13 Caprivi high treason suspects effectively escaped 
being tried because of alleged irregularities in the way they had 
been brought before court in Namibia. 


Having heard arguments on the appeal over the past two 
days, acting Chief Justice Johan Strydom, May 11, told the legal 
counsel appearing before the Supreme Court that the court was 
reserving its judgement on the appeal that the State had lodged 
against the judgement of Judge Elton Hoff in the High Court at 
Grootfontein on February 23. 


The acting Chief Justice made the statement apparently in 
answer fo a possibility that was raised by Jeremy Gauntlett, May 
10, when he asked the court to consider giving an order on the 
appeal while handing down reasons for its decision later. 


Gauntlett represented the State in the appeal. Gauntlett had 
explained that, in light of the fact that the Caprivi high treason 
case is set to return to the High Court at Grootfontein on June 
1, and that the State was trying to avoid another postponement 
of the long-pending case, it would help to have the result of the 
appeal available by June 1. (Namibian, Windhoek, May 12) 


[Background Info. Namibia, page 1291:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Wanted war criminal arrested in Congo: 
A man wanted for his role in the 1994 genocide by 
the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda 
Oia was arrested in the Democratic Republic of 
ongo. 


Yusuf Munyakazi, a militia leader in Cyangugu (south-west 
Rwanda) during the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, is accused of 
carrying out wide spread massacres both in Cyangugu and 
neighbouring Kibuye. He has been on the run for the last ten 
years. 
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The deputy prosecutor of the ICTR, Christopher Bongani 
Majola, confirmed, May 7, the arrest of Munyakazi. 


"He is in the process of being transferred here", announced 
Majola, speaking from his office in Arusha, Tanzania. 


Apart from being a leader of the Interahamwe militia (affiliated 
to the former ruling party, the MRND), Yusuf Munyakazi was a 
prominent businessman based in Cyangugu. He has been cited 
many times as one of the ringleaders of the massacres. 


Munyakazi's prominence earned him a place on a list of most 
wanted suspects put out by the US Justice Department. A bounty 
of up to US $5 million was offered to anyone with information - 
that could lead to his arrest or others. (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, May 7) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1351:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. 120 journalists disenfranchised: Barely a 
week after over 4,000 police officers were disen- 
franchised, the same fate awaits about 120 journal- 
ists deployed in various parts of the country to cover 
the elections. 


The Media Ethics Project for Local Government “Elections 
funded by UNDP and implemented by Conciliation Resources, 
Sierra Leone Association Journalists (SLAJ) and Centre for 
Media, Education and Technology (C-MET) have secured the 
services of 75 media practitioners for the elections. (Concord 
Times, Freetown, May 17) ee SOE ee 


SOMALIA 


a. 20 killed in heavy fighting in Mogadishu: 
Heavy fighting which erupted in the Somali capital, 
Mogadishu, over the weekend has escalated, 
leaving an indeterminate number of people dead or 
wounded, a local journalist said, May 12. 


He said the fighting was sparked off by a disagreement 
between two militias of the same clan who were loyal to two 
business people. It involved forces guarding the Global Hotel in 
the northern district of Behani, and those loyal to a local 
businessman from the Warsangeli clan, who reportedly attacked 
the hotel, which belongs to a businesswoman from the Wabudan 
clan. "It quickly turned into an inter-clan war," the journalist said. 
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Hospital sources said that “over 20 people" had been killed 
in three days of battle. "In our hospital alone we have admitted 
42 patients in the last the 24 hours, all of them wounded in the 
fighting,” Ali Ade of Madina Hospital said, May 21. 


He said the majority of those brought to the hospital were 
women and children, adding that nine of the patients had died. 
However, the overall death toll was "probably much higher, since 
in this kind of situation people usually bury the dead immediately 
without having recourse to hospitals", he added. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, May 12) 


[Background Info. Somalia, page 1329:a] 
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b. Mititiamen abduct, kill 3: Armed Somali 
militiamen on a vendetta mission crossed into 
Kenya, May 17, abducted and later shot dead three 
people before escaping. 


Mandera police recovered the bodies of Mohammed Osman 
Dahad, 32, Hassan Mohammed Amin, 32, and Mohammed 
Maalim Hassan, 29, one kilometre from the Kenya/Somali border 
in Komor area. The trio was from the Marehan sub-clan. 


Police at the headquarters said the three victims were ferrying 
firewood on a donkey cart when they were confronted and 
abducted by the armed Somalia militiamen in Komor in central 
division oï Mandera District. 


The gunmen then frog marched the three towards the border 
with the intention of holding them at ransom. However, the 
incident was reported to the police and the security committee, 
who started tracking down the abductors. 


On realising that they were being followed, the militiamen 
executed their captives and escaped back into Somalia. Two of 
the captives’ bullet riddled bodies were later found at the scene 
of the executions. The third victim, who was seriously injured, 
was prorounced dead on arrival at the Mandera District Hospital 
where he had been rushed. The bodies were later released on 
the sams day to their families after post-mortem and positive 
identification for burial according to Islamic rites. (East African 
Standard, Nairobi, May 19) 


c. Detained journalists freed ir in Jowhar: Two! 


journalists working for a local-radio station in 
Jowhar, 90 km north of Mogadishu, who were 
arrested by armed men recently have been re- 
leased, one of the journalists said, May 10. 


Abshir Ali and Abdighani Shaykh Muhammad said they were 
arrestec. on the orders of local leaders who were unhappy with 
a repor that was aired about the Somali peace process. "We 
were picked up from our premises on Thursday (May 6) by 
security people,” Abshir said, adding that the local leaders had 
"taken exception to a report we carried about the IGAD 
[Inter-Governmental Authority on Development] meeting on 
Somalia [in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi]. We reported that IGAD 
had asked faction leaders to return to the [peace] talks." 


After their arrest, the radio had gone off the air "in protest 
and remained off the air" until the two were released, Abshir 
said. 


The journalists spent "48 hours in jail", Abshir added. "We 
were told we would be charged, but then released without charge 
on Saturday (May 8) morning. This was pure intimidation of the 
independent press,” he said. (UN Integrated Regional infor- 
mation Networks, Nairobi, May 10) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. First wife of Mandela dies: Nelson Mandela’s 
first wife, Evelyn Mandela, died on April 30 at the 
age of 82. 
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Mandela, who was in Trinidad and Tobago lobbying to bring 
the 2010 World Cup soccer championships to South Africa, cut 
short his trip in order to attend her funeral. 


Evelyn Mandela, a member of the Jehovah’s Witness 
denomination, separated from Mandela in 1955 after what he 
described in his autobiography, Long Walk to Freedom, as an 
irreconcilable conflict between politics and religion. 


(See Analysis—A vote for democracy in South Africa, page 
1367) 


“ could not give up my life in the struggle, and she could 
not live with my devotion to something other than herself and 
her family," he wrote. “I never lost my admiration for her, but in 
the end we could not make our marriage work." 


Everlyn Mandela, a cousin of the legendary anti-apartheid 
figure, Walter Sisulu, married Mandela in 1944. The couple had 
four children, one of whom died in infancy. (New York 
Times/Hindu, New Delhi, May 7) 


SUDAN 


a. Annan asks President Bashir to disarm 
Darfur militia: United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan has written to Sudanese President Umar 
Hasan al-Bashir urging him to disarm the militia 
whose attacks on civilians in the western region of 
Darfur have led to a grave humanitarian crisis. 


_.- The text of the humanitarian ceasefire agreement reached 
in April between the government and the two rebel groups 
fighting in Darfur; says-Khartoum “shall commit-itself to neutralize 
the armed militias". 


Annan also called on Bashir to improve the access of 
humanitarian workers to tens of thousands of people who have 
been uprooted from their homes. The Darfur conflict erupted in 
early 2003. It pitted the Sudanese government and militias allied 
to it against two armed rebel groups, the Sudan Liberation 
Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Move- 
ment, that accuse Khartoum of marginalising the Darfur region. 
It has displaced more than a million people, as well as an 
estimated 110,000 refugees who have fled to neighbouring Chad. 


In his letter, Annan asked Bashir to maintain the humanitarian 
ceasefire signed between the combatants on April 8, and to 
facilitate the early deployment of African Union (AU) observers 
throughout the area, while negotiating a political settiement to 
the crisis, said a statement. (UN integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Nairobi, May 14) 

[Background Info. Sudan, page 1340:a] 


TOGO 


a. Radio station staff in solidarity strike: The 
staff of the ‘Nana FM’ radio station went on strike, 
May 5, to protest the assault on their colleague, 
Yves Kpto, by state security forces. 


Yves Kpto, a reporter with the ‘Nana FM’ radio station, as 
well as K. Amouzouvi, of the weekly Le Combat du people 
newspaper, were, April 30, brutalised by security forces when 
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they went to cover a demonstration by students of the university. 
They both sustained severe injuries. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA)-Togo 
sources, the staff of 'Nana FM’ have since the morning of May 
5 been playing only music on the station, to sympathise with 
‘their colleague, and draw attention to the frequent, arbitrary use 
of force by state security agents against journalists and the media 
in Togo. (Media Foundation for West Africa, Accra, May 7) 


TUNISIA 


a. Final preparations for Arab summit re- 
viewed: President Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, May 19, 
chaired a special cabinet meeting, which reviewed 
the final preparations for the forthcoming Arab 
summit scheduled for May 22 and 23. 


According to the official news agency TAP, the cabinet 
meeting "focused on Tunisia’s Arab relations and examined the 
results of the consultations undertaken as part of the missions 
decided by President Ben Ali for the purpose of ensuring all the 
necessary conditions so as to open a new page in the process 
of joint Arab action and solidarity." 


The cabinet meeting reviewed "the final preparations for the 
Arab Summit and: the efforts aimed at providing the best of 
conditions to welcome Arab heads of states and heads of Arab 
delegations and facilitate their participation in the summit". 
President Ben Ali "stressed the need for adequate preparation 


for this important Arab event-and ensuring adequate conditions: - 


for it to guarantee its success and give it the necessary credibility 
so as to meet the aspirations of Arab peoples and serve 
fundamental Arab causes." (Tunisia Online, Tunis, May 19) 
[Background Info. Tunisia, page 1341:b] 


UGANDA 


a. UN condemns attack on camp for displaced 
persons: The United Nations team in Uganda, May 
18, condemned an attack by the rebel Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) on a camp for internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in the northern part of the 
country that left 39 people dead and another 17 
injured. 


The UN country team went to the Pagak camp, May 17, 
some 24 kilometres from Gulu, and discovered that 544 huts 
had been burned and fully a third of the camp's total population 
of about 11,000 people has left to nearby camps and Gulu town. 


The UN is monitoring the situation and will head back to the 
site in the coming days. According to the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), the LRA attacked 
Pagak camp, May 16, killing and wounding scores of people and 
abducting others. This follows similar attacks against civilians of 
Barlonyo on February 21 and Odek on April 29. 


Escalating its 18-year rebellion against the Government, the 
LRA in recent months has increasingly targeted civilians, 
spreading fear among hundreds of thousands of displaced 
people in Uganda’s northern region. Children and women, in 
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particular, have suffered enormously, and, according to OCHA, 
the rebels have abducted more than 10,000 children since June 
2002, the highest number since the insurgency began. (UN 
News Service, New York, May 18) 

UPDF kills five LRA rebels: The UPDF Alfa Battalion has 
killed five Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels at Congo village 
in Apac district. 

Northern army spokesman Lt. Paddy Ankunda recently said 
among the rebels was a second Lieutenant, who was not readily 
identified. 

"This elusive group was trying to look for food and we showed 
them where to get it, leaving five of them dead," Ankunda said. 

He said the army under the command of Maj. Okello Engola, 
recovered three rifles from the rebels. In [ceme sub-county, Apac 


| district, the UPDF rescued 23 captives during a pursuit of the 


rebels. 


"Our offensives against the terrorists have paid off and the 
enemies are suffering a heavy blow from the UPDF in every 
encounter," Engola said. (New Vision, Kampala, May 19) 


Four former rebels arrested: Four former Lord’s Resistance 
Army rebels have been arrested for attempting to murder a 
Spanish priest, Fr. Rio Carmelo, in Kiryandongo sub-county, 
Masindi district. - 


The deputy resident district commissioner, Haji Ramathan 
Walugembe, said Maj. Kao Odongo, Capt. Okot, Michael Opio 
and Kenneth Banya were arrested recently. 


Walugembe, who was addressing an impromptu’ séċürity 
meeting at Kibanda county headquarters, May 14, said the 
suspects were arrested in Bweyale trading centre. (New Vision, 
Kampala, May 18) 

{Background info. Uganda, page 1355:a] 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Newsman brutally attacked: Standard senior 
reporter Savious Kwinika was brutally attacked by 
four men suspected to be State security agents after 
he returned from covering an MDC rally in Lupane 
that was addressed by party president Morgan 
Tsvangirai, May 12. 


Kwinika, who sustained serious facial injuries, reported the 
matter to the police after the incident. 


“Before these people attacked me one of them charged that 
they were glad to meet me after having seen me in Lupane,"” 
said the bed-ridden Kwinika. 


"Before | could get a chance to reply all four pounced on me 
and assaulted me using clenched fists, boots and some blunt 
objects," he said. The incident was a second complication for 
Kwinika on the same day. Earlier in the day he was stopped and 
harassed by police on his way from Lupane along the Bulawayo 
road. 


Kwinika, who was travelling in a vehicle behind the MDC 


| leadership, was stopped by armed police who seized his camera 
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as well as those belonging to other MDC officials in the car. The 
camera was only returned to him after a heated argument with 
the police. "Zimbabwe Standard, Harare, May 16) 
{Backgrounc Info. Zimbabwe, page 1355:b] 


b. Cops attack kid at MDC rally: Police 
assaulted an 11-year-old Kambuzuma boy as they 
tried to prevent people from attending an opposition 
eee vad in the suburb, the /ndependent reported, 

ay 14. 


In an interview, May 12, Tsitsi Nikitai, the boy’s mother, said 
a truck blocked their way as they were about to enter Rugare 
Stadium, fhe venue of the rally. “About a dozen baton 
stick-wielding police officers jumped out of the’truck and started 
beating up people who were pouring into the stadium,” she said. 


Nikitai and her son Richard Tiriboyi, who were going to the 
rally, were also attacked. Tiriboyi, who spoke to the Independent 
in the presence of his mother, said he was wearing an NCA 
T-shirt that apparently caught one policeman’s attention, who 
began chasing him. 


"L ran in a different direction from my mother but failed to 
jump over a ditch," Tiriboyi said. "The policeman caught up with 
me and beat me up with his baton stick before shoving me into 
the ditch where | fell headlong." 


The boy sustained a deep cut on his chin after he hit a rock, 
and bled profusely, before being rescued by a fleeing man who 
rushed him to Kuwadzana clinic. (Zimbabwe Independent, 
Harare, May 14) 


ANALYSIS 


A vote for democracy in S Africa 


government led by the African National Congress has 
consolidated democracy and taken the reconciliation 
process fo success and this is reflected in the party’s 
resounding victory in the April 14 elections. 


|: the 10 years after apartheid, the South African 


South Africans have genuine reasons to celebrate the 10th 


anniversary of their liberation from apartheid, having participated 
in the third multiparty elections since the dismantling of the racist 
government. The smooth holding of the three elections has 
shown to the world that the country continues to be a vibrant 
democracy. However, many South Africans described as boring 
the campaign for the elections, which were held in the third week 
of April, mainly because the ruling African National Congress 
(ANC) had no serious challenger. 


In the event, the ANC, under the leadership of President 
Thabo Mbeki, won more than 70 per cent of the votes, recording 
its best p2rformance so far. In the first free elections held in 
1994, the ANC won 62 per cent of the votes. In 1999, it improved 
its tally by four percentage points. 


The ANC’s nearest rival, the Democratic Alliance (DA) 
finished way behind, securing around 12.7 per cent of the votes. 
The voter turnout was more than 70 per cent, a low figure by 
South African standards. In the 1994 elections, more than 90 
per cent of the electorate had turned up to vote. 


The Irkatha Freedom Party (IFP), which had an alliance with 
the DA, got around 6.3 per cent of the votes. Its base is confined 
mainly to the Zulu ethnic group living in the rural areas of 
KwaZulu-Natal. 


Despi-e its virtual monopoly of power, the ANC has tried to 
be inclusive by giving Cabinet posts to leading personalities from 
the Opposition. The government seeks the views of the South 
African communist Party (SACP) and the Congress of South 
African Trade Unions (COSATU) on all important issues. 


Tony Leon, the DA leader, told the media after the elections 
that the country was heading for “de facto one-party rule”. The 
ANC has won a two-thirds majority, which is required to change 
the Constitution. However, Mbeki has assured the nation that 


— — 


- the .party would not meddle with the Constitution. (Mbeki is 


constitutionally debarred from running again for President, as he 
has served two terms.) 


Leon's views are not taken very seriously in South Africa. 
The DA, for all practical purposes, remains the representative 
of the white minority. Many members of the white minority are 
still not reconciled to majority rule. In the run-up to the elections, 
Leon accused Mbeki of being soft on “dictators” such as Robert 
Mugabe, Fidel Castro and Saddam Hussein. Mbeki dismissed 
Leon's observations as "silly". 


The Opposition leader is an unabashed admirer of Israel. 
South Africa has been following an independent foreign policy 
and has been critical of American unilateralism. South African 
peacekeepers are playing an active role in many parts of the 
African continent. 


The South African Constitution has in-built safeguards 
against the majority appropriating dictatorial powers. There is a 
Constitutional Court, which has often issued rulings against the 
government. There is also freedom of the media. The Vice-Presi- 
dent, Jacob Zuma, is under investigation for alleged corruption, 
as a result of relentless media scrutiny. South Africa today is 
one of the most tranquil and politically stable countries. 


It did not look that way 10 years ago, when mobs owing 
allegiance to the IFP clashed regularly with ANC supporters in 
the major cities. Thousands of people were killed in the run-up 
to the first multi-party elections. Since 1994, gross domestic 
product (GDP) has grown by an average of 2.8 per cent, ahead 
of the annual population growth of 2 per cent.. 
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The ANC is slowly but surely giving up its ideological 
pretensions of being a party of the Left. South Africa has followed 
the International Monetary Fund/World Bank prescriptions but 
has been careful not to walk into a debt trap, unlike many other 
developing countries. 


inflation, interest rates and the budget deficit are at their 
lowest in many years. International investment ratings, produc- 
tivity, exports and tax revenues are going up. The government 
has made significant progress in the distribution of electricity and 
water to the black populace. Another success story has been 
the housing sector. Though the government still has a long way 
to go, a significant start has been made in providing housing for 
the poor. 


However, there are protests against the efforts to privatize 
the supply of water and the slow pace of land reforms. The ANC 
had at one time promised the people ‘free basic services’. 


South Africa has emerged as a key business and strategic 
partner of countries such as India and Brazil. Unemployment, 
hovering around 40 per cent, is, however, a problem. Many South 
Africans depend on handouts from the state. South Africa can 
claim to be one of the most generous welfare states in the world. 
The state provides aid for the disabled and those affected with 
acute AIDS (Acquired Imrnune Deficiency Syndrome). 


it is said that the ‘voter turnout was low this time because 
the government had underestimated the number of persons who 
had perished because of the disease. Between 11 and 20 per 
cent of the population is said to be affected by the virus. The 
average life expectancy fell from 64 yeas in 1996 to 50.7 in 2002, 
mainly as a result of the disease. l 


Mbeki has been accused of underestimating the seriousness 
of the AIDS pandemic. "Personally | don't know of anybody who 
died of AIDS," he was quoted as saying in the South African 
media in September 2003. That statement returned to haunt him 
during the election campaign. There are indications that the 
government has now got the upper hand in its fight against the 
disease. New statistics have shown that although the death rate 
is rising, cases of new infection have come down. 


Another problem is a rising crime rate. The crime rate went 
up by 33 per cent between 1994 and 2003, which is among the 
highest increases in the world. Government officials say that 
petty crimes like cell phone thefts have inflated the crime 
statistics. They claim that the situation is under control. 


The challenges ahead for the ANC are daunting. The ruling 
party made many promises to the electorate during the 
campaign. If they are not implemented before the next elections, 
the electorate will less than forgiving. The ANC’s platform 
_inciuded pledges to eliminate poverty, create jobs and speed up 


economic empowerment of the blacks. Under apartheid, the 
black majority was denied education and economic opportunities. 
Because of racial segregation, the vast majority of blacks five in 
poverty 10 years after liberation. 


Blacks are still deprived of their land. Fifty per cent of the 
land was to have been transferred to black ownership after the 
collapse of apartheid. So far, less than.3 per cent has been 
transferred. According to government figures, 1.8 million hec- 
tares of land has been distributed to 1,34,478 black households 
since 1994. It was the “land issue" that triggered the political 
turmoil in neighbouring Zimbabwe. A group called the Landless 
People’s Movement had called for a boycott of the recent 
elections to highlight the need to rectify the racial imbalance in 
the ownership of land in South Africa. 


Although blacks now fill more than 70 per cent of the 
government jobs, their stake in the private sector is still very 
limited. The black majority only holds 4 to 6 per cent equity on 
the Johannesburg Stock Exchange. Jeff Radebe, the minister 
for Public Enterprise, has spoken about the urgent need to 
"de-racialise the economy”. 


The government has announced that it will spend the 
equivalent of $2.3 billion to promote "black empowerment". Most 
of those who .are unemployed .are blacks. The white minority 
has already started raising the bogey of "reverse discrimination". 
South Africa’s last president under apartheid, F W de Klerk, is 
among the critics. “The black empowerment legislation has 
caused growing concern among minorities and raised fears of 
reverse discrimination", Klerk told the South African media 
recently. - 


Two other laws that have been enacted by the South African 
government as part of its empowerment policies are the Mining 
Charter and the Financial Services Charter. The aim is to give 
blacks control of about 25 per cent of these two sectors within 
the next decade. The major achievement of the past 10 years 
has been consolidation of democracy and the success of the 
reconciliation process. 


"Post-apartheid South Africa has taught all of us that even 
those who are made into the worst enemies, creating a situation 
in which some are brutalized and dehumanized, can overcome 
the trauma of such a tragedy and the compulsion towards 
venegeance through a genuine process of reconciliation", said 
Salim Ahmad Salim, former Secretary-General of the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity and a senior African statesman. He told the 
media in Pretoria that the South African example had “empow- 
ered and inspired the African people". (John Cherian in 
Frontline, Madras, May 21) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Parliament passes law on freedom of con- 
science, worship, religion: Angola’s National As- 
sembly (parliament) has approved a law on freedom 
of conscience, worship and religion as constitutionally 
consecrated, state gazettee said, May 31. 


The law comprises four chapters and 20 articles, highlighting 
the laity of the Angolan State and equality of treatment to 
religious institutions, as long as they are in harmony with the 
norms and principles of the law. The law make provisions for 
free practice of rites linked to funerals in cemeteries, as long 
as they do not disturb public order and social peace. (Angola 
Press Agency, Luanda, May 31) 


b. Over 20,000 displaced persons return to 
Calandula: About 24,976 displaced people, shel- 
tered in various areas in north Malanje province, 
due to the war, have returned to Calandula munici- 
pality. 

The fact was revealed, May 25, by the vice administrator of 
Calandula, Domingos Sebastiao Ndembue, who added that his 
administration has currently about 18,317 displaced persons and 
545 demobilized persons. The resettled families have benefited 
from the support of Non-Governmental Organizations and from 
the Ministry of Social Welfare. Calandula district, located at 85 
km north of Malanje city, has 7037 square kilometres and a 
population estimated at 70.207 inhabitants. (Angola ‘Press 
Agency, Luanda, May 26) 


BURUNDI 


a. UN mission takes over from AU force: The 
UN Operation in Burundi (UNOB) took over from 
the African Union (AU) mission, June 1, in a 
ceremony held in the capital, Bujumbura, attended 
by senior government, UN and AU officials. 


"The deployment of UN troops in Burundi marks a new day," 
Berhanu Dinka, the outgoing Special Representative of UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, said. 


During the ceremony, the AU flag was lowered and replaced 
with that of the UN and the troops who served under the African 
Mission in Burundi (AMIB) donned blue helmets, marking the 
transfer of their peacekeeping mandate to the UN. 


Dinka, Burundi’s minister for external relations and coopera- 
tion, Terence Sinunguruza as well as the AU representative in 
Burundi, Mamadou Bah, all praised AMIB’s work, but said they 
hoped the troops would achieve more under UN command. 
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“The deployment of AMIB has created favourable conditions 
for the deployment of the UN peacekeeping force," Bah said. 
Sinunguruza said AMIB's deployment had allowed the country’s 
institutions to be open to all protagonists. 


“The deployment of UNOB, therefore, means all conditions 
are meant for the disarming and demobilisation operations,” he 
said. 


Bah called on the country’s political leaders to resolve their 
differences and offer peace and stability to Burundians. "The 
AMIB mandate has ended but the African Union will continue to 
back Burundi in its peace process," he added. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, June 2) 


Security Council approves peacekeeping operation: 
Earlier, the United Nations Security Council unanimously 
approved the establishment of a new operation for troubled 
Burundi, where the UN will deploy up to 5,650 military personne! 
and help the central African nation with restoring peace and 
bringing about national reconciliation. 


Established for an initial period of six months, the UN 
Operation in Burundi (UNOB) will be deployed June 1, and 
include 200 military observers and 125 staff officers, a 
maximum of 120 civilian police personnel, as well as civilian 
personnel. 


Praising the Council for opening "a new door in the Burundi 
peace process," the Secretary-General called on all the people 
and leaders of country to take advantage of this "unique 
opportunity to further pursue national reconciliation and facilitate 
the preparation of national elections." 


In a statement issued by his spokesman in New York, Annan 
called on the FNL to sign a ceasefire agreement and join the 
peace process without further delay. . (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bujumbura, June 1) 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1357:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Bozize appoints electoral team:Central 
African Republic leader Francois Bozize has ap- 
pointed members of the Mixed Independent Elev- 
toral Commission, which will supervise presidential 
and parliamentary polls due to be held in early 2005, 
state-owned Radio Centrafrique reported, May 25. 


Bozize signed a decree, May 24, appointing the 30 
commissioners. They include 10 representatives of political 
parties, among them Benoit Likiti who contested presidency in 
1993; 10 from civil society, including Ren Sakanga-Morouba, a 
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labour unionist and Albert Baba-Toungoumale, a manana 10 
from the administration, who include Job Izima, the Secretary- 
general in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


During the setting up of the commission in sadly April, the 


government had announced that it would comprise 45 to 60 
members. The radio reported that the newly appointed commis- 
sioners would be sworn in before the Court of First Instance in 
Bangui, the capital, before they begin their duties. ` 


Bozize seized power on March 15, when he ousted - 


President Ange-Felix Patasse. He announced soon thereafter 
that he would not contest the presidency when the transitional 
period ended. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Bangui, May 25) 

b. Journalist arrested, house searched: Cor- 
neille Wanguia-Vickot, assistant editor-in-chief of 
the daily Le Confident, was arrested, May 21, on 
orders of Interior Minister Jules Bernard OQuande. 


. The journalist's home was also raided after he refused to 
disclose his sources for a story. He was released after spending 
48 hours in detention. 


According to Wanguia-Vickot, his arrest comes on the heels 
of the paper's report on a 15 milion CFA franc (approx. 
US$27,700) misappropriation of funds at the interior Ministry. 
The minister demanded to know the source of the information. 
Vhen the journalist refused, his house was searched. 


Forty-eight hours after his detention, a senior police official 
granted Wanguia-Vickot a conditional release. (Journaliste En 
Danger, Kinshasa, May 25) 

[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1358:a] 


CHAD 


a. Army mutineers surrender: A group of rebel 
soldiers who staged an abortive mutiny at the 
weekend have finally surrendered following two 
days of negotiations at a barrack on the outskirts 
of the capital, N’djamena, where they had barri- 
caded themselves in, the government said. 


Acting defence minister Emmannuel Nadingar told reporters 
that a group of about 80 mutineers had surrendered their 
weapons, May 18, and had been taken to the Camp des Martyres 
military base opposite the presidential palace. 


"The presidency of the republic informs the national and 
international community that the situation is totally under control," 
the office of President Idriss Deby said in a statement read out 
on national radio a few hours later. However, two diplomatic 


sources said that the government had not yet come to terms - 


with other rebel military units outside the capital and that 
negotiations with them were still under way. 


One of the sources said the problem was that these 
mutineers had so far refused to accept Deby’s offer of a sum of 
money in return for laying down their arms. 


The presidential statement read on national radio expressed 


the president's gratitude for the support he had received from 
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sevéral African and European leaders who phoned him following 
the aborted mutiny. These included President Jacques Chirac of 
France, the, former colonial power in Chad. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Ndjamena, May 19) 
[Background Info. Chad, page 1239:a] 


b. Police raid newspaper’s offices: A team of 


local police officers raided the newsroom of 


N’djamena Hebdo, May 22. 


The officers were reportedly looking for the paper's publica- 
tion director, or possibly other journalists. None were present at 
the time of the search. According to witnesses, after finding no 
one in the paper's offices, the officers parked their vehicle at a 
close distance, where it remained until early evening. Having 
been warned of the police presence, the journalists remained in 
hiding over the weekend. 


The state attorney general, contacted by the newspaper with 
regards to the incident, said he knew nothing of the police action. 
On May 25, operations at the paper had returned to normal and 
journalists were neither arrested nor harassed by police. 
(Journaliste En Danger, Kinshasa, May 25) 


c. Rains interrupt refugee transfers from 
Darfur: The United Nations refugee agency got the 
first indication of how the rainy season could block 
the transfer of thousands of Sudanese refugees 
from the insecure Chadian border when two of its 
teams had to stop driving their vehicles for the sake 
of safety after heavy downpours. 


' Heavy rain fell for just 45 minutes, May 27, in the Abeche 
area of eastern Chad and one UNHCR team had to stop 
travelling on one side of a seasonally dry riverbed, or "wadi," 
because of the sudden rushing waters. 


The team was soon joined by other UNHCR staff members, 
returning to Abeche from Farchana camp, who walked from the 
other side of the wadi after abandoning their vehicle. 


"This signals the sort of challenges we're going to face as 
the rainy season sets in," said UNHCR spokeswoman Jennifer 
Pagonis at a news briefing in Geneva, adding, "In a matter of 
weeks, many of the roads in eastern Chad will become 
impassable because of the rains." 


The refugee agency has been transferring some 125,000 
refugees who fled strife-torn Darfur in western Sudan deep 
into eastern Chad, away from the frontier area where 
Sudanese government-backed Janjaweed militia have stolen 
their livestock in cross-border raids. It has moved 75,000 
people so far. (UN News Service, New York, May 28) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Ceasefire agreement signed, broken in 
Bukavu: The ceasefire agreement signed by rival 
army groups, under the aegis of the Mission of the 
United Nations in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (MONUC) in the eastern town of Bukavu, 
was broken, June 2. 
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The accord had been signed by Gen Mbuza Mabe, the 
commander of the 10th Military Region of the DRC army, who 
is responsible for Bukavu, and dissidents of the same army who 
were members of a faction of the former rebel Rassemblement 
Congolais pour la Democratie-Goma, led by Gen Laurent 
Nkunda and Col Jules Mutebuzi. à 


According to the MONUC chief of staff, Col Clive Mantell, 
"Nkunda's men broke the ceasefire (June 2) 15 km north of 
Bukavu, ard are marching towards the town, which is under the 
control of government forces”, despite declarations by Nkunda, 
who said he controlled Bukavu. 


The ongoing insecurity has prompted 550 civilians to seek 
refuge wiin the MONUC headquarters, where they are 
- receiving food and water. 


“There is a lot of confusion right now, the insurgents are 
entering tre town, the government troops are fleeing, and the 
town is being looted," Lucia Alberghini, the representative of the 
UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
in Bukavu, said June 2. 


An emergency task force comprising various UN agencies 
operating in the sector has been established. Power, which had 
been cut, has been restored in parts of the city, and hospitals 
are still operating, according to Alberghini. — 


However, insecurity is impeding the assessment of humani- 
tarian needs, and the progress of the insurgents is preventing 
the population from gaining access to humanitarian assistance. 
(UN: Integrated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, 
June 2) 


[Backgrourd Info. Congo (DR), page 1359:a] 


b. Journalist sentenced to six months in 
prison: 4 Tshikapa court handed down a six-month 
‚sentence, including a two-month suspended sen- 
tence, to Roger Salomon Lulemba Kiabululu, a 
correspondent with the Kinshasa-based weekly 
L’Eveil, tor defamation against local diamond devel- 
oper Mwahindji Shamwenze. 


Kiabululu was also ordered to pay the equivalent of US$526 
in damages to Shamwenze. Tshikapa is the second largest city 
in West Kasai province, in the Democratic Republic of Congo’s 
central region. 


Tshikada court president Aim Mupele Zangisi, said: "The 
journalist was prosecuted on two counts: defamation and 
‘libellous accusation’. He was acquitted of the ‘libellous accusa- 
tion’ charce.” 


In its Dctober 3, 2003 edition, L’Eveil published an article 
written by Kiabululu entitled, "The Kamba Ono organisation has 
its own Saddam Hussein: Mwahindji. Shamwenze". 


In the article, Kiabululu reported on a conflict in the village 
of Mutshima, near the Angolan border, between soldiers on 
Shamwenze's payroll and a group of young people commonly 
referred tc as the "red army", in which two people were reportedly 
killed. 
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The. journalist had blamed Shamwenze for the casualties. 
Shamwehze, in turn, filed charges of defamation and "libellous 
accusation" against the journalist. (Journaliste En Danger, 
Kinshasa, May 27) E 


ERITREA 


a. Envoy seeks Nigeria’s help to avert another 
war with Ethiopia: Eritrean Ambassador to Nigeria, 
Daniel Johannes, May 27, raised an alarm over a 
fresh threat of war between his country and 
neighbouring Ethiopia. 


He sought Nigeria’s intervention in the looming crisis. 


The envoy raised the alarm when he paid a courtesy call on 


- the Speaker of the House of Representatives, Alhaji Aminu Bello 


Masari. Johannes lamented that after the war of 1998, between 
both countries, the international tribunal that looked into the case 
awarded to them a border town, where the crisis erupted. 


He lamented that Ethiopia had refused to surrender the area, 
thus creating an atmosphere for another war. 


"We signed an agreement to cease hostilities and go to the 
tribunal. At the tribunal, the village where the war started was 
given to Eritrea, but Ethiopia has refused to give the town to 
Eritrea. We fought the war and lost a lot. Now that we are trying 
to rebuild, war looms again with the same enemy. We are 
appealing to Nigeria to help us out", he said. 


He said if another war occurred, Africa would suffer a Jot 
because of the strategic location of both countries. 


Johannes stressed that what Eritrea required was enforce- 
ment of the verdict of the tribunal, adding that they had thought 
that Ethiopia would take its cue from Nigeria and Cameroun. 
(Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, May 28) 


b. Kenyan seamen seized in Eritrea: Nine 
Kenyan seafarers are feared to have been kid- 
napped off the coast of Eritrea. 


The identity of the hijackers and their motive, however, 
remain unknown. Also hijacked alongside the Kenyans is a 
Tanzanian, Ali Mohamed. 


They were identified as Mohamed Yusuf (captain), Twalib 
Mohamed, Athumani Bake, Munguni Zuberi, Mohamed Mzee, 
Athman Rutu, Mohamed Amani, Badi Maalim and Shekue Kassi. 


They were aboard an ancient Arab dhow that has reportedly 
been sold to an Egyptian company called Masterline. The vessel 
was seized recently. 


Maritime experts in Mombasa described the incident as 
unusual as pirates are not known to operate in Eritrean waters. 
The Seafarers Assistance Programme (SAP) Kenya co-ordina- 
tor, Andrew Mwangura, said in Mombasa that the vessel 
christened MV Faza was in Eritrean waters when it was seized 
Jt is feared that the crew has no water or food. 


Mwangura said the vessel left the port town of Lamu on April 27. 
(East African Standard, Nairobi, May 20) 
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ETHIOPIA 


a.. Opposition parties voice concern over 
election, human rights:Four opposition parties 
operating in Ethiopia voiced their concern over the 
forthcoming election activities and the ongoing 
human rights violation in the country. 


Ethiopian Democratic Party (EDP), Oromo National Con- 
gress (ONC), Ethiopian Peace and Democracy Alternative 
Forces (EPDAF) and South Ethiopia Democratic Union (SEDU) 
were the political organizations that gathered, May 30, at Meskel 
Square to voice their concern over the current political situation 
in Ethiopia. 

They said to the thousands of their supporters who were 
gathered that the ruling party is violating the country’s various 
proclamations, particularly those on election and human rights. 
They said that the government's “wrong policy" resulted in the 
violation of human rights and mass killing in Gambella and 
southern regions in different times and places. 


"The government has a responsibility for the killing of these 
innocent people in Gambella, and human rights violations as 
well," they said. According to the opposition parties, it is time to 
bring a "publicly elected body" to power and bring a lasting peace 
to the country and its people. The parties also asked for the 
re-establishment of a neutral election board to make the election 
“free and fair". 


“The current elections board is under the ruling party's 


control. It is unthinkable to see free and fair election unless this 


board is re-established," they said. The parties also accused the 
government for not subsidizing opposition parties during election 
period and campaign. (Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, May 31) 

b. Refugees repatriated from eastern Ethio- 
pia: At least two thousand Somali refugees have 
been repatriated from Ethiopia by the Office of the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) as 
part of a wider plan to return 35,000 Somali refugees 
to a parts of their country in 2004, UNHCR 
said. 


The repatriated refugees, from the Aisha camp, were 
returned to the Awdal district of northwest Somalia recently 
aboard trucks and buses, the UNHCR , spokesman, Kris 
Janowski, said in Geneva, June 2. It was expected that the camp 
could be closed by September, he added. 


"UNHCR plans two voluntary repatriation convoys each 
month from Aisha, and believes that all the camp's residents will 
be gone by September,” Janowski said. "We will then close 
Aisha, which was created 16 years ago following a massive 
refugee influx that saw more than 400,000 Somalis crowd into 
neighbouring Hartisheik camp.” 

The returnees would join some 670,000 refugees who had 
gone back to northwestern Somalia over the last 13 years, either 
on their own or with UNHCR assistance. ° l 


Janowski said UNHCR had identified Somalia as one of eight 
countries in Africa where it expected to see significant refugee 
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returns over the next five years, if security remained stable and 
donor countries ensured adequate rehabilitation and reconstruc- 
tion assistance. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Nairobi, June 2) 


US donates birr 8,620,000: The United States donated an 
additional 8,620,000 birr to the World Food Programme (WFP) 
for refugee feeding programmes in Ethiopia, the American 
Embassy said, May 27. 


According to the embassy, the donation had helped reverse 
cuts to the refugee feeding programme that had resulted in a 
nearly 30 per cent reduction of refugee rations in March and 
April. l 


"it has also helped ensure that the nearly 130,000 refugees 
residing in Ethiopia will receive full rations starting this month 
(May 2004)." The donation, which was released in mid-April, is 
part of a larger U.S. contribution of over $7.5 million in support 
of WFP's food assistance programmes for refugees in Africa. 
(Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, May 28) 


[Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1312:a] 


GABON 


a. US signs open skies aviation agreement 
with Gabon: The US State Department, May 26, 
announced the signing of an open skies air transport 
agreement with Gabon. 


Signed by Deputy Secretary of State Richard Armitage and 
Gabonese Minister of State for Transportation and Civil Aviation 
Paulette Missambo, the pact modernizes U.S.-Gabonese avia- 
tion relations. 


U.S. Deputy Secretary of State Richard L. Armitage and 


| Gabonese Minister of State for Transportation and Civil Aviation 


Paulette Missambo signed the agreement on May 26, during a 
ceremony held at the Department of State Treaty Room in 
Washington, DC. 


The agreement revises US Gabonese aviation relations by 
allowing airlines to make commercial decisions with minimal 
government intervention. 


It provides for open routes, capacity, frequencies, designa- 
tions, and pricing, as well as opportunities for cooperative 
marketing arrangements, including code-sharing. It also includes 
all-cargo seventh freedom rights, allowing airlines to perform 
international cargo operations with no connection to their 
homeland. (United States Department of State, Washington, 
DC, May 26) 


GAMBIA 


a. President threatens the media: President 
Yahya Jammeh, May 22, delivered the most omi- 
nous threat yet to media freedom in the country. 


According to Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA) . 
sources in The Gambia, shortly on arrival from one of his trips 
abroad, the President expressed his disapproval and utter 
chagrin at the decision by the National Media Commission (NMC) 
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to extend the deadline for the compulsory registration of 
journalists and media houses in the country. 


tn an interview with pro-government journalists at the Banjul 
International Airport, the President declared that, "I see no reason 
why local journalists should not register with the commission, 
and in fact, the deadline should not have been extended." 


On May 18, the NMC announced that the deadline for the 
compulsory registration of media organisations and practitioners 
had been extended by three months, "... to enable the parties 
arrive at a resolution of the matter of registration through 
dialogue." 

The- NMC had, in a letter dated May 10, given a deadline of 
“not later than noon on Friday (May 14)" for all private media 
houses and practitioners to register or “cease to operate". But, 
in response to that ultimatum, six private media houses 
announced a one-week news blackout. (Media Foundation for 
West Africa, Accra, May 26) 

[Background info. Gambia, page 1360:a] 


=- IVORY COAST | 


a. Gbagbo sacks rebel chief from power-shar- 


ing cabinet: President Laurent Gbagbo has dis- 
missed three opposition ministers from the 
government of national reconciliation, including 
Guillaume Soro, the leader of rebel forces occupy- 
ing the north of the country. 


The radical move was announced, May 19, in a presidential 
decree read out on state television after Gbagbo had left to 
attend a mini-summit of five West African leaders in the Guinean 
capital Conakry. 


Soro. who held the post of Communications Minister, reacted 
by accusing the president of launching a “coup d'etat" ‘to 
complete:y wreck the faltering peace agreement signed in 
January 2003. 


Speaking from the rebel capital Bouake in central Ivory Coast, 
Soro told Radio France Internationale in a telephone interview 
there could be no lasting peace in the country while Gbagbo 
remained head of state. 


The rebel leader said Gbagbo’s departure from office had 
now beccme a "sine qua non" for the reunification of the divided 
country and the holding of fresh elections. (UN Integrated 
Regiona‘ Information Networks, Abidjan, May 20) 

b. Key witness in journalist’s disappearance 
charged with murder: Michel Legr, a key witness 
in the case of missing journalist Guy-Andr Kieffer, 
was charged with being an “accessory to kidnap- 
ping", end “unlawful confinement" and murder. 


Legr was also charged with defamation. 


Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has accused Ivoirian 
judicial authorities of applying a double standard in the case, 
by charging Legr in connection with the journalist's disappear- 
ance while at the same time refusing to question people he 
has idertified as having information about the case, and 
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blocking the French pretrial MINS eNg Auge judge’s atempts to 
question them himself. 


"In charging Legr, it appears the judicial authorities want to 
make a scapegoat out of an accomplice, to avoid going after 
those who are really responsible, " said RSF. 


"Either the judicial authorities have acquired new information 
in the case that they are not sharing with the French investigating 
judge Patrick Ramal, or they have simply decided to charge the 
key witness in the case, rather than questioning the other 


_ persons named by him, as Ramal had demanded,” the 


organisation said. 


While refraining from commenting on Legr’s involvement in 
the case, RSF expressed its shock over the defamation charges, 
which were based on statements he made to officials investigat- 
ing the case. The organisation has called on judicial authorities 
to ensure that, as the main witness, Legr is given adequate 
protection. (Reporters Sans Frc ‘eres, Paris, June 1) 


{Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1361:a] 


LIBYA 


a. Nuclear equipment missing, say officials: 
A few days after Libya's pledge to abandon the 
quest for nuclear weapons, Libyan officials met 
visiting US diplomats to deliver some unsettling 
news: A sizable quantity of nuclear equipment 
purchased by Libya is missing. 


The equipment—sensitive components of machines used to 
enrich uranium—had been ordered from black-market suppliers 
months earlier and was now long overdue, the Libyans disclosed. 


According to US officials present at the meting, the Libyans 
wanted to prepare the Americans for the possibility that more 
illicit nuclear shipments could suddenly appear on Tripolis docks. 


"They clearly expected more things to turn up," said one of 
the US participants.. Four months later, the wait continues. 
Despite a search that has spanned the globe, US investigators 
are still struggling to account for a number of sensitive parts 
Libya ordered for construction of its uranium enrichment 
plant—parts that potentially could be used by other countries or 
groups seeking nuclear weapons. (Indian Express/New Delhi, 
May 30) 

{Background Info. Libya, page 1349:a] 


MALAGASY 


a. Army reservists barricade parliamentari- 
ans: The ministry of defence confirmed, May 28, 
that 160 lawmakers were being held hostage by 
army reservists demanding better compensation for 
oy efforts during the country’s political crisis in 

002. 


Paul Andre, a defence ministry media officer, said that 
several hundred reservists had blocked the main route from the 
parliament buildings in the capital, Antananarivo, since the early 
hours of May 28. 
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"All we know is that they are seeking a meeting with the 
_deputy of the National.Assembly. They want parliamentarians to 
discuss their case immediately, because they feel as if the 
government has not taken their demands seriously," said Andre. 
"But they are going about it the wrong way and this will not help 
their cause." . 


The reservists have been attempting to exert pressure on 
the authorities since January 2004, to increase their compensa- 
tion for backing President Marc Ravalomanana during the 
six-month crisis. Ravalomanana offered them US $175 each, but 
the protestors were asking for up to $2,000 to cover their 
expenses, including a risk premium, and family and rent 
allowances. 


"It is unlikely that there will be further negotiation, since the 
government has explained that there is not enough funds to pay 
all of them. Many civilians helped during the political crisis and 
the government cannot pay everyone exactly what they want," 
Andre explained. . (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg, May 28) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Journalist detained and released: The 
Mozambique journalists union’s, Niassa branch has 
condemned the May 15 detention for 10 hours of 
reporter Fabiao Mondlane. 


Mondlane, who works for the independent Niassa newspaper 
Faisca and is also a correspondent for the Maputo weekly 
Demos, was arrested in the provincial capital, Lichinga, on orders 
of the provincial chief attorney, Dominges Telha. 


Telha claimed: that Mondlane defamed him in a May 13 
Faisca article on corruption in the provincial attorney's office. 


However, the individual who made the corruption allegation 
was Alice Mabota, chairperson of the Mozambican Human Rights 
League (LDH), who was on a visit to Niassa. Faisca quoted her 
as saying at a press conference that there was "unprecedented 
corruption" in Telha’s office and that Attorney General Joaquim 
Madeira should take "urgent measures” to bring the situation to 
an end. (International Freedom of Expression Exchange 
Clearing House, Toronto, May 21) 


NIGERIA 


a. State of emergency declared, toll in vio- 
lence touches 1,000: Nigerian President Olusegun 
Obasanjo declared a state of emergency in the 
violence-torn central state of. Plateau, May 18, 
saying recent killings there threatened to throw the 
whole country into crisis. 


About 1,000 people have been killed in two weeks of fi ‘ghting 
between Christians and Muslims which began as a land dispute 
but evolved into a religious conflict as it spread north to Nigeria’s 
second largest city Kano. The violence in central and northern 
Nigeria has had no impact on oil supplies from the world's 
‘ seventh largest exporter, because it is hundreds of miles from 
the nearest oilfield. 
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Obasanjo said Plateau state governor Joshua Dariye, whom 
he called "weak and incompetent" and accused of fomenting the 
violence, was removed from office for six months under the state 
of emergency. He appointed retired general Chris Alli, former 
chief of army staff under the late dictator Sani Abacha, as interim 
administrator of the state. 


"| hereby declare a state of emergency in Plateau state," 
Obasanjo said in a national televised address, adding that "If 
allowed, the crisis will engulf the entire nation." 


The killing of hundreds of Muslims by Christian militia in the 
remote farming town of Yelwa, Plateau state, in early May 
sparked reprisal riots in Kano recently, where hundreds of 
Christians were slain by avenging Muslims. More than 70,000 
people have been displaced from their homes by the fi ighting in 
the last three months. 


Obasanjo said the violence threatened to spill over to other 
states including eastern Nigeria, which fought a bloody seces- 
sionist war in the 1960s. Nigeira’s population of 130 million is 
divided roughly equally between Muslims and Christians. 


"Christians and Muslims that used to live together have 
become arch-enemies," Obasanjo said. 


Under the Constitution, the President can declare a state of 
emergency if there is a break-down of public order in any part 
of the country. The proclamation must be approved by both 
houses of the national assembly. But Femi Falana, secretary- 
general of the African Bar Association, said he has no right to 
sack a governor. "The governor can only be removed through 
impeachment,” said Falana, who is also an opponent of 
Obasanjo. (Statesman, Calcutta, May 19) 


[Background Info. Nigeria, page 1251:a] 


Rival Delta militia leaders agree on peace: The leaders 
of rival ethnic militia groups, June 1, agreed on peace in the 
Nigerian oil town of Warri, 


Government officials urged foreign oil companies to resume ` 
operations in the troubled Niger Delta region that have been 
disrupted by the fighting. 


In another part of the town, troops of a joint military task 
force demolished houses in three slum districts in an operation 
aimed at ridding Warri of the guns and criminals that have fuelled 
violence in the town. 


The peace agreement struck between the ljaw and Itsekiri 
militia groups crowned efforts by Delta State governor James 
Ibori to end fighting between the two tribes over claims to land 
and oil-related benefits. More than 200 people have died i in ethnic 
clashes in Delta State over the past year. 


Abel Oshevire, the spokesman for Delta State government, 
said he believed the peace agreement would hold and would be 
widely respected. 


He accused the elites of both ethnic groups of stirring up 
disputes that have killed several hundred people in the past 
seven years. At'times the fighting has forced Nigeria to shut 
down up to a third of its two million barrels per day oil production. 
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"These people had always lived together in peace, that’s why 
they can easily embrace the opportunity for peace," Oshevire, 
said after tne signing of the peace agreement. 


“Peace will bring progress to Delta (State) and in the long 
run is in the interest of Nigeria because the Delta produces the 
bulk of Nigeria’s oil," he added. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Warri, June 1) 


RWANDA 


a. Prisoners oppose enforcement of ICTR 
sentences: About 46 prisoners held at the Interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) deten- 
tion facilities in Arusha, Tanzania, May 25, opposed 
any attempt to have some of them serve their 
sentences in Rwanda. 


In a letter addressed to the president of the ICTR, Judge 
Erik Mose of Norway, the detainees argued that sending them 
to Rwanda was the same as “delivering victims to their 
executioners". 


The detainees’ reaction was triggered by the current visit to 
Rwanda by an ICTR delegation which is on an inspection tour 
of Rwandén prisons for a possible transfer of prisoners there. 


The detainees also contend that “it would be naive to imagine 
that the Arusha detainees would enjoy better treatment than 
other detainees in Rwanda". The issue of transfer of cases and 
enforcement of sentences in Rwanda has been a serious bone 
_ Of contention between Rwanda and the ICTR. Rwandan 
‘ authorities have in the past been lobbying the Tribunal to transfer 
some detainees to its prisons as stipulated in the Tribunal's 
statutes, arguing that the crimes had been "committed in Rwanda 
by and against Rwandans". 


The detainees at the ICTR believe that the inspection visit 
to Rwanda by the Tribunal is a result of pressure brought to bear 
upon ICTR by the Rwandan government. (Hirondelie News 
Agency, Lausanne, May 26) 

b. 18 sentenced to death in Rwanda in 2003, 
says Amnesty: Rwandan tribunals sentenced 18 
people to death in 2003 for their participation in the 
1994 genocide, according to Amnesty International 
(Al) report released on the state of human rights in 
the world. 


"18 people were sentenced to death though no one was 
executed”, said the report pointing out that “over 450 genocide 
suspects were tried, considerably less than in 2002". Even 
though capital punishment is entrenched in the Rwandan penal 
code, the last execution of those guilty of genocide dates back 
to Apri! 24, 1998 when 22 people, including the former Vice 
President of the Democratic and Republican Movement (MDR), 
Frodouald Karamira, were publicly executed all over the country. 
The MDR was accused of divisive politics and banned in 2003. 


According to the report, "slightly more than 8,000 people” 
have been tried since the first genocide trial was held in 1996 
and in 2003. "By the end of 2003, an estimated 80,000 suspects 
are in detention, the majority of whom are suspected of having 
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participated in the genocide" reported the human rights organi- 
zation. The report recalls that, "in an effort to ease the serious 
problem of over-population in prisons, the government ordered 
the provisional release of over 20,000 prisoners, most of whom 
had confessed to taking part in the genocide”. 


Nevertheless, Amnesty pointed out that "of those who never 
qualified for the release were prisoners whose dossiers did not 
have enough elements to justify their detention". (Hirondelle 
News Agency, Lausanne, May 31) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1364:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Highest maternal mortality rate in the 
world: it is now estimated that up to 1,800 women 
lose their lives out of every 100,000 live births in 
Sierra Leone, according to a UNICEF report, which 
describes it as "shameful because pregnancy is not 
a disease and should not kill." 


Indeed it is how nearly 3,000 women lose their lives every 
year in Sierra Leone. The country has acquired the unenviable 
position of having the highest maternal motality rate in the whole 
world. 


"Most of the deaths assoicated with pregnancy could be 
prevented with means that are available and effective," the report 
stated.The report further revealed that maternal deaths and 
iliness resulting from complications of pregnancy and childbirth 
are distressing symptoms of poverty and disadvantage, so much 
so that "when a woman becomes pregnant her chances of dying 
can be 100 times higher." 


"in Sierra Leone," the report went on, "the decade old rebel 
war resulted in the destruction of health facilities, a major factor 
leading to the high mortality rate. 


Even though UNICEF and pariners have reactivated the 
health system to a farger extent, still access to health care in 
remote communities remains a problem. 


The improvements in the health delivery systems are yet to 
make inroads into the reduction of maternal deaths. (Standard 
Times, Freetown, June 2) 


SOMALIA 


a. UN warns of acute drought: Without 
substantial rains in the next two weeks, northern 
Somalia could suffer worsening drought conditions 
that would overtake the current capacity of aid 
agencies to provide relief, a United Nations official 
warned, May 28. 


“All the signs indicate that the communities of large parts of 
northern Somalia are experiencing yet another season of 
inadequate rainfall," the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for the 
country, Maxwell Gaylard, said in a statement released in 
Nairobi, Kenya. "This situation could develop into full-blown 
disaster in the next couple of months. 
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"Four years of below-normal rainfall have decimated the 
herds of pastoralists living in parts of Somaliland, Puntland and 
some areas of Galgaduud, which is also torn by inter-clan 
conflict. Aid agencies estimate that only 20 per cent of the area 
has had enough rain to allow pasture to grow. This pasture will 
be exhausted within 10 to 15 days as a result of the high 
concentrations of livestock that desperate pastoralists have 
moved there to keep the remainder of their animals alive. 


The drought has already led to massive livestock deaths - 
in some areas up to 80 per cent of herds - further impoverishing 
an estimated 200,000 pastoralists, according to the UN. The loss 
of pack animais also means that women and children are forced 
to carry water for long distances. (UN News Service, New York, 
May 28) : 


b. Journalist detained for a month in 
Puntland: An editor of an independent weekly 
newspaper, in the self-declared autonomous region 
of Puntland, northeastern Somalia, has been in 
detention for over a month, the New York-based 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) reported. 


According to the CPJ, Abdishakur Yusuf Ali, editor of the 
War-Ogaal, has been in jail without charge after he was arrested 
on April 21 because the paper had published an article accusing 
a minister of corruption. 


Local journalists told the CPJ that Abdishakur was being held 
in an overcrowded and unsanitary cell, and that he is being 
pressured to sign a statement admitting to publishing false 
information. 


"We are extremely concerned about our colleague, Ab- 
dishakur Yusuf Ali," CPJ executive director Ann Cooper said in 
a statement. "We call on Puntland authorities to release him 
immediately." 


On May 10, two journalists working for a local radio station 
in Jowhar, 90 km north of the Somali capital, Mogadishu, who 
had been arrested by armed men, were released. Abshir Ali and 
Abdighani Shaykh Muhammad said they had been arrested on 
the orders of local leaders who were unhappy with a report that 
was aired about the Somali peace process. 


"We were picked up from our premises by security people,” 
Abshir said, adding that the local leaders had “taken exception 
to a report we carried about the IGAD [Inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development] meeting on Somalia [in the Kenyan 
capital, Nairobi}. We reported that IGAD had asked faction 
leaders to return to the [peace] talks." (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Johannesburg, May 21) 


{Background Info. Somalia, page 1365:c] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Madiba retires from public life: For- 
mer President Nelson Mandela has announced his 
retirement from public life, and has pleaded with 
South Africans to afford him time to spend with his 
family—away from the public eye. 
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Speaking from his home in Johannesburg, June 1, the 
country's first democratically elected President said the much- 
needed rest would afford him an opportunity to read more and 
reflect on life. 


"One of the things that made me long to be back in prison 
was that | had so little opportunity for reading, thinking and quiet 
reflection after my release...and of course, there are those 
memoirs about the presidential years that now really need my 
urgent attention," he explained. 


Mandela, who turns 86 in July, said, though, that he did 
not intend to hide away totally from the public he would want 
to be in a position to call rather than be called to participate 
in events. 


"The appeal therefore is: don’t call me, | will call you," he 
said. His retirement should not be misinterpreted as the demise 
of the three organisations bearing his name, the Nelson 
Mandela Children’s Fund, the Nelson Mandela Foundation and 
the Nelson Mandela Rhodes Foundation, he said. (BuaNews, 
Pretoria, June 1) 


SUDAN 


a. Government, rebels sign protocols: The 
Sudanese government and the main rebel group, 
the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/Army 
(SPLM/A), signed three key protocols in the Kenyan 
town of Naivasha, May 26, bringing them one step 
closer to a comprehensive peace agreement. 


The deals, which cover power-sharing arrangements and the 
administration of three contested areas during a six-year interim 
period, bring to an end direct political negotiations between 
Sudanese First Vice-President Ali Uthman Muhammad Taha and 
SPLMI/A chairman John Garang. The bilateral negotiations have 
been in progress on and off for nine months. 


After a three-week break, technical committees are expected 
to resume talks to work out methods of implementing the six 
protocols signed to date and agree on a formula for a permanent 
ceasefire by mid-July, after which a comprehensive peace 
agreement will be signed. ' 


The breakthrough, which came, May 26, after 101 days of 
continuous talks and a nine-hour delay in opening the signing 
ceremony, was widely welcomed by both northern and southern 
Sudanese, diplomats, ministers and friends. 


But watchdogs like Human Rights Watch (HRW) are urging 
caution. HRW pointed out that a civil war continued to rage in 
the Darfur region of western Sudan, where over one million 
people have been displaced by government-allied militias. The 
signing of the peace protocols must not deflect criticism of the 
ongoing campaign of “ethnic cleansing" there, said HRW, May 
26. (UN integrated Regional information Networks, Naivasha, 
May 27) 


Embassy hails signing of peace agreement: The signing 
of the agreement between the government of Sudan and the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement will provide opportunities 
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for economic, political and social regeneration for Africa's largest 
country, the Sudanese embassy in Harare said, May 31. 


in a statement, the embassy said the signing of the 
agreement marks a time for reflection by all the people of Sudan 
and all those interested in peace and peacemaking in Africa and 
the whole ‘world. 


The er bassy said peace would now unlock Sudan's greatest 
assets in the form of its human capital. “That combined with the 
Sudan’s abundant natural and diverse resources will work to 
secure anc sustain peace in the Sudan creating a new generation 
of stakeho ders throughout the country," the embassy said. 


it also said the gains of the Sudan's regeneration from the 
civil war w'll not only be limited to its borders but will once again 
allow Sudan to play its full part in the region. 


"Peace will lead to ‘the re-opening and developing of 
transport and communication infrastructures, which will once 
again fully link Sudan and its neighbours", it said. (Herald, 
Harare, June 1) 


US official hails agreement, but cautions on Darfur 
conflict: JS Assistant Secretary of State for African Affairs 
Charlie Smyder expressed cautious optimism that the May 26 
signing of a framework agreement for Sudan will provide the 
guidelines for ending the 20-year civil war that has cost two 
million lives and displaced countless others. 


_ Snyde- had just returned from Naivasha, Kenya, where he 
and officials from Britain and Norway (the so-called Troika) 
observed and helped facilitate part of the 100-day negotiations 
that led to the landmark agreement that lays out a formula for 
sharing power and wealth between the Government of Khartoum 
and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM). 


The cbviously jet-lagged official spoke to journalists at a 
hurriedly arranged. press conference at the State Department , 
May 27. He said the Naivasha agreement. was "good news" 
because “it will begin to reverse very negative trends we were 
seeing." The negotiations were "dragging on way too long and 
taking much more time leading [military] people in the field to 
draw the wrong conclusions" —that fighting rather than talking 
might lead to a more "successful endgame." 


Now, with an agreement that divides Cabinet and government 
positions 2etween the Khartoum government and the SPLM and 
decentralizes the sharing of oil revenues, Snyder said all the 
parties have a stake in the peace process working. (United 
States D2partment of State, Washington, DC, May 28) 


- [Background Info. Sudan, page 1365:a] 
TOGO 


a. Nine opposition militants jailed: Nine mili- 
tants of the main opposition party, the Union of the 
Forces for Change (UFC), have been sentenced to 
between two and six years in prison for disrupting 
public order during presidential elections in 2003 
and for possessing illegal weapons, a court pro- 
nounced, May 28. | 
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The militants were arrested during the presidential elections 
in June 2003 after the destruction of a petrol station and the 
explosion of a handmade bomb in a French restaurant in the 
capital Lome. 


When they were arrested, they said that their actions were 
a protest against the exclusion of UFC leader, Gilchrist Olympio, 
from standing against President Gnassingbe Eyadema in the 
poll. 


The UFC claimed that Olympio would have won the 
presidential election had he been able to stand. 


Togolese judicial authorities welcomed the sentence and 
denied they were politically motivated. 


"We're very pleased about the exemplary decision made by 
the judge with a completely independent mind," said the state 
prosecutor Robert Bakai after the trial. 


"We will no longer be indifferent to acts of vandalism: in 
future we will take strong measures in accordance with the legal 
framework," he said. 


Earlier, Minister of Justice, Foli Bazi-Katari, said that Togo 
did not have political prisoners in their jails. "Nobody is 
incarcerated in Togo for political reasons,“ he said. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Lome, May 28) 


TUNISIA 


a. Gaddafi walks out of Arab summit: The 
annual summit meeting of Arab leaders opened in 
Tunis, May 22, with a few fleeting momenis of 
drama, including the Libyan leader, Col Muammar 
Gaddafi, stalking out. 


Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat, under Israeli blockade in 
Ramallah, addressed the gathering with a pre-recorded plea for 
support. 


The crucial issues to be addressed by the meeting include 
a joint Arab position toward ending the American occupation of 
Iraq, renewing a peace overture toward Israel while condemning 
recent violence against the Palestinians and, finally, support for 
reform of both the Arab political system and the Arab League 
itself. 


Col Gaddafi, who has repeatedly called for dismantling the 
22-member Arab League and had to be coaxed by other leaders 
to attend, announced he was withdrawing because he believed 
the entire agenda was flawed. 


“There is one agenda laid out by the Arab people and another 
by the Arab governments", he said at a press conference after 
he had changed from the brown robe he was wearing when he 
marched out of the opening session into a white blazer festooned 
with military ribbons. 


Col Gaddafi’s outbursts, while erratic, often reflect popular 
sentiment, and those on May 22 mirrored some of the feelings 
on the street toward the current state of chaos in the Arab world, 
especially what many see as a lack of greater government 
support for the Iraqi people who are battling occupation. 
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While conceding that there was little the Arab governments 
could do about the American and British occupation forces: in 
iraq, he said they could collectively threaten smaller countries 
like Italy, Australia and Bulgaria that have sent troops. "The Arabs 
are not doing anything to retaliate against these countries,” the 
Libyan leader said. "The Arab summit should have warned these 
countries to withdraw their forces from Iraq or else they should 
consider themselves at a state of war with the Arab countries”. 


At the same time, he attacked the way the United States-lead 
coalition is dealing with lrac. "If Saddam lived for another 10 
years, would he be able to xill as many Iraqis and destroy as 
much of Iraq as the Americans have done in one year?" he 
asked, although he compared the American Revolution favour- 
ably with that he carried out in Libya. 


He appeared particularly upset because the Arab League 
has largely ignored a suggestion he made three years ago that 
the Arabs push for Israel and the Palestinians to form one state 
called Israteen, to which all Palestinian refugees would be 
allowed to return. Instead, a 2002 proposal advanced by Crown 
Prince Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, who is not attending the summit 
in 2004, and with whom Col Gaddafi sparred in 2003, is being 
resurrected. It offered Israel comprehensive peace with all Arab 
States in exchange for comprehensive withdrawal, but foundered 
under continuing violence. (Wew York Times/Asian Age, New 
Delhi, May 24) 


[Background Info. Tunisia, page 1366:a] 


UGANDA 


a. LRA rebels kill 2, abduct 18 in Gulu: The 
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels, May 28, killed 
two people and abducted 18 others in Gulu, sources 
said. 


A man and a woman were confirmed killed near Alokolum 
National Seminary, 7km southwest of Gulu. The Missionary 
Service News Agency (MISNA) reported the rebels looted and 
clobbered residents. MISNA said another seven bodies were 
found on the road to Anaka, but neither local church sources, 
nor the army, could corroborate this. 


Quoting a survivor, Matthew Odongo, rector of the neigh- 
bouring Lacor Seminary, MISNA said 10 captives returned, May 
29. Gulu based UPDF spokesman Lt. Paddy Ankunda said they 
managed to rescue 11 captives. They included a local chief, 
Rwot Yakobo Peter. After nearly two years of relative calm, LRA 
rebels have recently intensified deadly raids in Gulu. (Monitor, 
Kampala, May 31) 

[Background Info. Uganda, page 1366:a] 


ZAMBIA 


a. High Court denies Funjika bail: The Lusaka 
High Court has dismissed an appeal for bail by 
former Zambia National Service (ZNS) commandant 
Wilford Funjika who is facing two counts of corrup- 
tion and abuse of authority of office in a magistrate’s 
court. 
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The High Court ruled it was satisfied that Funjika would be 
accorded a speedy trial. 


Judge Tamula Kakusa acknowledged that denying the 
accused bail was a grave decision in any civilised nation and 
said the accused was at liberty to apply to the court to revise 
the ruling if the prosecution delayed the trial. 


In the first count, Funjika is alleged to have received as 
gratification from a businessman Rathi Krishnan whose company 
Seymon Holdings was given a contract by the ZNS without 
following tender procedures. 


In the second count, Funjika was alleged to have influenced 
the granting of a contract to Seymon Holdings without following 
tender procedures. 


Defence lawyers Mebelo Kalima and Frank Tembo told the 
court that Funjika was a Zambian whose passport was already 
surrendered to relevant authorities and was able to raise all 
required sureties for the court. 


The two lawyers told the court that the offences faced by 
their client for which he was initially jointly charged with fugitive 
Rathi Krishnan and was given a K1.5 million bail, were bailable. 
(Times of Zambia, Ndola, June 2) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Businessman slams fraud charges as 
‘trumped up’: Zimbabwean business tycoon Mu- 
tumwa Mawere, who was arrested by Interpol in 
Johannesburg on an extradition warrant, said he 
was the victim of a campaign of "harassment and 
intimidation" by Zimbabwe's Reserve Bank gover- 
nor, Gideon Gono. 


In an interview with the Sunday Times, Mawere said he had 
been hounded by Gono and "some elements in the executive" 
who had descended into "rank madness". 


” Fm being targeted personally over issues concerning a 
company that i'm not even a director [of]," Mawere said. ” Gono 
appears to be trying to nationalise indigenous companies. It also 
seems some people are looking for retirement packages in the 
process." 


Mawere, regarded for years as a crony of Robert Mugabe’s 
regime but now labelled an “international criminal", was arrested 
in Sandton, May 25, after meeting Absa bankers. 


He was held in the Pretoria Moct police cells for 48 hours 
before appearing in the Randburg Magistrate’s Court. He is out 
on R50,000 bail. 


Mawere said he had been detained on "spurious and 
vexatious grounds” and was the victim of "trumped-up" allega- 
tions. 


Zimbabwe wanted him extradited to face charges of fraud 
and exchange control contraventions involving millions of US 
dollars. A warrant for his arrest was isSued by the Harare 
Magistrate’s Court on May 17. (Sunday Times, Johannesburg, 
May 30) 
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b. Equipment seizures illegal: Parliament's 
Legal Committee has criticised the Presidential 
Powers ‘Temporary Measures)(Acquisition of Farm 
Equipment or Materials 2003), saying its regulations 
ae the enabling Act and the Declaration of 
Rights. 


"After careful and extensive examination of the regulations, 
my committee came to the“unanimous view that the regulations 
violate the enabling Act and contravene the Declaration of 
Rights," said Welshman Ncube, the acting chairman of the 
committee in a report. 


Ncube said the fundamental defect of the regulations 
themselves was that they did not have an enactment clause, 
indicating as required the authority that made the regulations or 
the authority in which they were vested. 


He sad the regulations violated provisions of Section 16 of 
the Consttution. 


Under Section 16 no property of any description or interest 
or right therein shail be compulsorily acquired except under the 
authority of the law thai the acquisition is reasonably necessary 
in the intsrests of defence, public safety, public order, public 
morality, public health, town and country planning or the 
utilisation of the property for a purpose beneficial to the public 
generally or to any section of the public. (Zimbabwe Inde- 
pendent, Harare, May 21) 


REGIONAL- 





a. West Africa's foot soldiers need jobs as 
well as treaties: In Ivory Coast, the road between 
Bouake, a rebel-held town in the north and the 
government-held Abidjan in the south is full of 
economic opportunities. 


in rekel territory, skinny young men, toting Kalashnekov rifles 
and wea‘ing lucky charms around their necks, lean into car 
windows, blow smoke and demand tolls. 


They do so from every car, every minivan crammed with 
commuters and every cargo truck ferrying goods to the port 
in Abidjan. Some are in fatigues; one is wearing a Che 
Guevara shirt. A bottle of water, a couple of cigarettes make 
them hapy. 


- On the government-held side, Iviorian soldiers inspect papers 
and luggage and demand tolis set entirely by whim—the 
equivalent of $3 at one checkpoint, nearly $30 at another. 


For et least a generation in this part of the world, an aging 
Kalashnikov has been a means of survival. 


The guns have allowed tens of thousands of bored and 
hungry young men—and, increasingly, young-women—to pillage 
homes, extort money, rape, kill and sow havoc across West 
Africa, They have been the foot soldiers in the conflicts that have 
plagued the region for the last 15 years. 
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Today, with war officially over and nearly 24,000 United 
Nations peacekeepers assigned to Sierra Leone, Liberia and 
Ivory Coast, the challenge facing these fragile states and the 
international agencies is how to bring the fighters back into the 
civilian fold. 


It is a crucial moment. The United Nations peacekeeping 
mission in Liberia is in the midst of disarming what it estimates 
could be up to 50,000 people, offering cash incentives fo 
ex-gunmen and access to education and job training. 


Another United Nations mission, in Sierra Leone, has just 
ended its aid programmes for 55,000 former fighters. In Ivory 
Coast, a third mission is trying to coax government and rebel 
leaders to turn over their arms —so far, in vain. 


And what happens after the cash handouts run out? If young 
West Africans cannot make a decent living without their guns 
once the peacekeepers leave, disarmament will fail, predicted 
James Fennell, a regional’ conflict specialist with the British 
governments development arm. 


“That there are a large number of young people who have 
no opportunities but high aspirations is a problem from Nigeria 
to Senegal," Fenneil said. 


In Sierra Leone, where a decade-long war ended two years 
ago, United Nations peacekeepers are expected to pull out by 
the end of 2004. 


And yet, regional analysts say, some of the very grievances 
that led to war remain, chief among them lack of jobs for young 
people and widespread frustration about alleged government 
corruption. 


No one even knows how many of the 55,000 ex-gunmen 
have found other ways of making a living. In 2003, one child 
soldier from Sierra Leone recalled how he took the $150 in cash 
from the United Nations mission anc! was trained as a carpenter, 
only to find himself jobless and hungry a few months later. He 
wound up seduced by a warlord’s cash, picking up a Kalashnikov 
and going to fight in Liberia. 


That same choice will sooner or later confront the thousands 
of young people being demobilized in Liberia now. The challenge 
for the United Nations is to engender a stable and prosperous 
peace, aid workers and analysts say. 


"Disarming the fighters must be done properly this time round 
if it's to stand any chance of changing the culture of violence 
that has devastated Liberia and her neighbours for decades," 
warned Liz Hughes, senior humanitarian manger in Liberia for 
Oxfam, the development group. 


in Ivory Coast, where tensions between the rebels and the 
government remain, total disarmament is unlikely. The rebel 
leader, Guillaume Soro, has said that to disarm at this point 
would be tantamount to "killing ourselves." 


Bouake is no longer in the grip of drugged-out teenage 
soldiers, as it was just a year ago. But the gunmen are still 
around, retired to a camp in the woods, a short drive from 
town. 
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On a Sunday morning, when a rebel commander comes to 
visit, hundreds of them scramble out of the bush, a motley crew 
in T-shirts and soccer jerseys, black loafers and plastic flip-flops. 
They have no guns and, apparently, nothing to do. (New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Gelhi, May 29) 


REGIONAL-II 


a. Curse of hunger in Africa: All the mukhet 
bushes near the refugee camps in eastern Chad 
have been picked clean. That is the latest warning 
from the World Food Programme on behalf of more 
than 100,000 Sudanese who have fled fighting in 
their country and now face starvation. 


Mukhet berries are poisonous, and must be soaked for days 
to remove toxins. After drying, they are ground up, but the flour 
has little nutritive value. 


In Haitis slums, round swirls of dough can be found baking 
in the sun. They look almost appetizing until you learn the 
ingredients: butter, salt, water and dirt. 


In a world where the rich spend millions on ways to avoid 
carbohydrates and the United Nations declares obesity a global 
health threat, the cruel reality is that far more people struggle 
each day just to get enough calories. 


In Malawi, children stand on the roadsides selling skewers 
of roasted mice. in Mozambique, when grass-hoppers eat the 
crops, people then eat the grasshoppers, calling the fishy-tasting 
bugs “flying shrimp". 


In Ghana, Africans dig up anthills and termite mounds to 
separate out the tiny grains the insects have gathered. Some 
seeds provoke fatal allergic reactions. 


In Liberia during the 1989 civil war, every animals in the 
national zoo was devoured but a one-eyed lion. Dogs and cats 
disappeared from the streets of the capital. 


But all that is, at least, fresh protein. During the siege of 
Kuito, Angola, in the early 1990's Carlos Sicato, a World Food 
Programme worker, described a man producing an old chair and 
promising his family, "If we don't die today, we can survive for 
four more". 


He soaked its leather for 15 hours to soften it and remove 
the tanning chemicals. Then, with boiling water, he made "lamb 
soup". 

Anne-Sophie Fournier, director of the American branch of 
Action Against Hunger, said she had read that the victims of the 
Soviet famines of the 1930's ate furniture, too. The scene in 
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"Gold Rush" in which Charlie Chaplin, trapped in Yukon cabin, 
ate his shoe (actually made of licorice) was not entirely fanciful. 


Starvation brings out what professional famine fighters call 
“coping mechanisms". 


Eritrean women strap flat stones to their stomachs to lessen 
the pangs. Mothers in many countries have been known to boil 
water with stones and tell the children that the food is almost 
ready, hoping they will fall asleep waiting. 


"We know from hunger strikes that in a controlled environ- 
ment, people can live for 40 days without food,” said Patrick 
Webb, chief of nutrition for the United Nations World Food 
Programme. "But a famine situation is clearly not a controlled 
environment". l 


Since 1500, economic historians argue, no famine has been 
caused solely by a lack of food. Drought may wipe out the crop, 
but some political force always stops help from arriving: British 
indifference during the irish potato famine, the Maoist crushing 
of peasant farmers in the Great Leap Forward, clan warfare 
closing Somali ports. 


No democracy with a free presg——even including post-inde- 
pendence India—has ever suffered mass starvation. If North 
Koreans are occasionally eating each other, as has been 
rumoured for years, it is because the government refuses to 
admit how desperate its citizens are, and to give aid agencies 
an unfettered right to find and feed them. 


Dirt-eating is a coping mechanism that shows its worth when 
times are difficult. Among the poor it can add minerals to a diet 
that even in good times may only consist of corn or sorghum 
mush. 


In Zambia, balls of edible clay are sold in street markets. In 
Angola, a’dark dirt called "black salt" is sprinkled on cold food, 
but cannot be cooked because it loses its tang. 


And the dirt biscuits of Haiti—called "argile", meaning clay, 
or "terre", meaning earth—are not exactly last attempt to avoid 
starvation. 


Like the mice in Malawi, they are a staple of the very poor, 
somewhere between a snack and desperation measure. Making 
them has been a regular business for years. 


The clay is blended with margarine or butter, flavored with 
salt, paper and bouillon cubes and spooned out by the thousands 
on cotton sheets in sunny courtyards. They cost about a penny 
apiece. 

“They’are not food, really," said David Gonzalez, a reporter 
at The Times who has visited Haiti many times. “People with 
hunger pangs eat them just to fill up their stomachs”. (New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, May 29) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Managing editor of Le Matin sentenced to 
two years in prison: Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) has expressed shock at the imprisonment of 
Mohammed Benchicou, managing editor of Le 
Matin. 


"We are stunned by the severity of the sentence against 
Benchicou The violation of foreign exchange controls is a pretext 
to silence the journalist, but also a warning to all those who 
dared to criticise the government during the presidential 
campaign. The imprisonment of Hafnaoui Ghoul on May 24, who 
denounced local officials’ misuse of public funds, and that of 
Benchicou, whose newspaper did not hesitate to bring to light 
serious pclitical dysfunctions, illustrate the government's fierce 
repression of a segment of the press. President Bouteflika, who 
a few mcnths ago compared journalists to ‘terrorists’ and 
‘mercenari2s with pens’, is now pursuing his dangerous logic of 
repression of freedom of expression," said RSF. (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, Paris, June 15) 


Two more journalists charged: RSF is deeply concerned 
over the recent wave of charges and sentences of journalists 
whose reports have made local authorities uncomfortable. 


Amonc those listed by the organisation are Kamel Gaci, a 
reporter wih the daily Le Soird’Algrie and G Lotfi, a Djelfa-based 
correspondent for the daily Libert. 


Gaci Fas been charged with “failure to report a fugitive", 
following the publication of his interview with an escaped convict 
in the columns of Le Soir d’Algrie. The fugitive, who happens to 
be a former police officer, contacted Gaci through the newspaper 
two weeks. after his escape from El Khemis prison, saying he 
wanted to tell his story. The journalist notified the authorities of 
his interview with the fugitive, but did not say where it was to 
take place. The day after the article’s publication, the Bedjaa 
prosecutor's office brought charges against Gaci. The court 
granied the journalist a conditional release, placing him under 
judicial su-veillance pending the verdict of his trial, in the next 
few weeks. (Reporters San Frontieres, Paris, June 4) 


{[Backgrourd Info. Algeria, page 1285:a] 


ANGOLA 


a. Protocol on demining signed: The National 
Commission Of Demining and Humanitarian Assis- 
tance (CNIDAH) signed a protocol of cooperation 
a Si National Institute of Demining (INAD) in 
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According to CNIDAH Programme Coordinator, Balbina da 
Silva, who was addressing the 4th plenary session of that 
institution, the protocol refers to the sending of teams to deminig 
zones to check if any obstacles exist there. 


This protocol will be useful to better regulate the activity and 
avoid some conflicts, she said adding that the protocol will be 
implemented integrally to attend the needs of demining in the 
country. The demining process in progress some years ago has 
been difficult due to the non-existence of maps to identify the 
zones in which mines are placed. 


The Commission also analysed the contributions of provincial 
Governments and partners for the National Plan of Landmines 
for the year 2005, 


in a first phase, basic infrastructure will be established in the 
provinces for the execution of the 2005 programme, whereas 
the second phase will be extended until 2010, Balbina da Silva 
said. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, June 8) 


BURUNDI 


a. WFP feeds thousands of new refugees 
from DRC in Burundi: The United Nations World 
Food Programme is feeding thousands of refugees 
who have crossed into Burundi and Rwanda from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo to escape 
violence. 


"So far, with the help of UNHCR (the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees) and CARE, we distributed more 
than 25 tonnes of WFP food rations - enough food for eight days 
of emergency assistance - to some 5,000 refugees from the 
DRC in three communes in northern Burundi," said Foday- Turay, 
WFP's Deputy Country Director in Burundi. 


"We are closely monitoring the status and movements of our 
beneficiaries, especially any new influxes from the DRC. We will 
continue to provide assistance wherever and..whenever neces- 
sary in the coming days and weeks,” Turay said. UNHCR said, 
June 15, an estimated 17,000 refugees had entered Burundi, 
either fleeing civil war or because they feared revenge attacks 
in the DRC. With the numbers arriving in Burundi increasing 
almost every day, WFP dispatched a convoy, June 16, loaded 
with 90 tonnes of food from the capital Bujumbura to Cibitoke 
and Rugombo in the northwest to provide the refugees with an 
emergency one-week ration. 


The first WFP food was distributed at the three sites of 
Gatumba, Cibitoke and Rugombo, June 12, and more rations 
were handed out, June 15. (World Food Programme, Rome, 
June 16) 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. Kinshasa calm after coup attempt: Kin- 
shasa, the capital of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), was calm, June 11, following an 
‘attempted coup by a section of the presidential 
guards. 


“However, it is difficult to assess the security situation for the 
general population and the humanitarian community in the city," 
said Maj Abou Thiam, the military spokesman of the UN Mission 
in the DRC, known as MONUC. 


Earlier, DRC President Joseph Kabila addressed the nation 
over state radio and television, urging the public to continue with 
their daily activities as the situation was under control. 


Foreign Minister Antoine Ghonda said that the coup attempt 
had been foiled, and those responsible arrested. A group of 
presidential guards had announced on state radio and television 
that they. had neutralised the institutions of the transitional 
government. Ghonda noted that the coup plotters did not have 
support from either the members of the current government or 
external forces. | 


Thiam said MONUC fully supported the transitional govern- 
ment and condemned any threat to the peace process. He added 
that MONUC was monitoring the situation closely. (UN Inte- 
grated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, June 11) 


Government warns media, imprisons journalists:The 
Ministry of Press and Information of the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) issued a directive on June 12 warning news outlets 
to "respect editorial guidelines to the letter during the period of 
crisis,” reporis Journaliste En Danger, (JED). 


In the directive, DRC Press and Information Minister Vital 
Kamerhe asserted that "the handling of news is of great strategic 
importance and is linked to the defence and internal security of 
the state" during the current unrest. 


JED asserted that since no state of emergency had been 
declared in the DRC, ministers of state may not contravene those 
articles of its transitional constitution which protect press 
freedom, as well as Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights and other international covenants to which the 
DRC is a party. 


Neverthe.ess, the directive stated that "news outlets that 


publish biased reports, including statements inciting hatred or - 


civil disobedience, declarations that may have a demoralising 
effect on the Congolese Armed Forces or that present these 
unfortunate events in an impertinent fashion will be punished 
to the full extent of the law." (international Freedom of 
Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, June 16) 


{Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1370:a] 


b. Journalist Bamporiki Chamira released 
after 15 months in detention: Bamporiki Chamira, 
a journalist with the daily La Tempte des Tropiques, 
was released on June 15 from Kinshasa’'s Peniten- 
tiary and Reeducation Centre where he spent more 
than 15 months in detention. 
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Immediately after being released from prison, the journalist 
visited JED's office with his release certificate, which 
stated,"Bamporiki Chamira, arrested and sentenced on February 
16, 2003 by the Public Prosecutor's Office of the State Security 
Court to 14 months is released today (June 16) due to 
completion of his sentence." Chamira’s release came 24 hours 
after the temporary release of another journalist, Rakys Bokela, 
publisher of the Kinshasa-based newspaper Le Collecteur, which 
is published on an irregular basis. Bokela was accused of 
defaming Aim Luvumbu, former president of the Congolese 
Boxing Federation and spent nearly three weeks in detention. 
(Journaliste En Danger, Kinshasa, June 16) 


ERITREA 


a. UNHCR moves Eritrean refugees from 
border zone:Thousands of Eritrean refugees are 
being moved away from the contested border with 
Ethiopia, the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said, June 6. 


Some 2,400 refugees who had been living in makeshift 
camps in Ethiopia close to the disputed 1,000-km border began 
moving recently "further into Ethiopian territory for their own 
safety", Mahary Maasho, the UNHCR spokesman in the 
Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, said. l 


The move, he added, had followed mounting calls for the 
refugees, many of whom fled their country during the 1998-2000 
bitter war between the two neighbours, to be moved from the 
border area for their “protection and emotional safety”. 


The refugees had been living in Wa’ala Nihibi camp, near 
Sheraro in West Tigray - a camp which had suffered several 
unexplained fires that destroyed hundreds of homes. It is 20 km 
from the existing border. | 


Wa'ala Nihibi lies in one of the most hotly contested border 
areas: the Yirga Triangle -~ the flashpoint of the war. It is near 
the contested town of Badme, which still remains at the centre . 
of the dispute between the two countries and has stalled the 
current peace process. The camp was established. four years 
ago and hosts around 7,500 Eritreans and ethnic Kunama 
(formerly living in the Badme area and opposed to Eritrean 
secession from Ethiopia). (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Addis Ababa, June 7) 


b. Eritrea facing severe water shortage: 
Eritrea has been facing such intense drought that 
people have started migrating from one area to 
another in search of new water sources and fresh 
grazing lands for their animals, the United Nations 
said, June 9. 


The drought has led people to start migrating from Northern 
and Southern Red Sea and Gash Barka, according to the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA). __ 

The UN Mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea (UNMEE) is 
collaborating with two non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
in building a road to the site where a 45 metre water reservoir 
will be built to supply 2,000 people in Ashiti. (UN News Service, 
New York, June 9) 
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ETHIOPIA 


a. WEP to feed 62,000 Ethiopians: The United 
Nations World Food Programme said, June 4, that 
it would continue to feed a total of 62,000 Ethiopians 
uprooted by the border war with Eritrea, down from 
76,500 Ethiopians displaced by the conflict who had 
received food aid in 2003. 


"Most of the displaced people were small-scale subsistence 
farmers who, even before the conflict, were unable to produce 
sufficient food to fully meet their requirements," said Georgia 
Shaver, W-P country director in Ethiopia. 


“Owing to their displacement, and inability to plant or harvest 
crops for 6 years, food assistance is crucial to their survival until 
situations improve for them to be reinstated on their lands." 


WFP said it will distribute 9,700 tonnes of food valued at 3 
million dolars from May until January 2005 to displaced 
communities, who are unable to rebuild their livelihoods because 
their homes were either too near to the border or their farmland 
is covered with landmines. 


During the border conflict, thousands -of Ethiopians in the 
northern region of Tigray fled their lands and abandoned their 
assets. WFP has helped the internally displaced people since 
April 1999 and initially aimed to reach more than 300,000. But 
the number fell by three-quarters as many returned home after 
a cessation of hostilities agreement and then a peace pact in 
2000. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, June 11) 


{Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1372:b] 


GUINEA 


a. Guinea lifts ban on AngloGold: Ashanti 
AngloGcid, the world’s largest gold miner, said the 
37-day embargo that halted production at its Siguiri 
mine by the government, was lifted recently without 
explanation. 


The company said production at the mine had stopped, June 
2, after the embargo, imposed on April 24, prevented the 
exporting of gold and importing of diesel fuel for mining. 


The embargo was originally put in place after a vessel 
carrying ccnstruction supplies for the mine was also found to be 
carrying arms destined for Colombia. 


Mine p-oduction is said to have already restarted at the mine. 
Losses of around $350,000 per day were reported during the 
shutdown. 


Siguiri produced 58,000 ounces of gold in the first quarter, 
equalling = per cent of the company's global quarterly production. 


It would be recalled that the Government of Guinea has 
placed an embargo on all imports arid exports by the Siguiri 
mine, inclading the export of gold and the import of diesel. 


Diese is urgently required to maintain critical pumps at 
the heap Bach plant, without which there is a risk of cyanide 
discharges and environmental harm. (Ghanaian Chronicle, 
Accra, Jure 8) 
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IVORY COAST 


a. 20 dead in clashes with rebels: Helicopter 
gunships have been used to attack rebel positions 
for the first time in nearly a year after 20 people 
died in clashes between government troops and 
unidentified attackers on the frontline with the 
rebel-held north of Ivory Coast, a military spokes- 
man said, June 8. 


Col Jules Yao Yao, the spokesman for the armed forces of 
President Laurent Gbagbo, said five government soldiers and 
15 rebels were killed in a series of skirmishes which erupted 
near the village of Mamimigui in central Ivory Coast, 370 km 
northwest of the commercial capital Abidjan, June 7. Yao Yao 
said helicopter gunships were subsequently sent to attack nearby 
rebel positions, a fact confirmed by rebel spokesman Sidiki 
Konate. 


The "New Forces" rebel movement, which has controlled the 
northern half of Ivory Coast since civil war broke out in 
September 2002, has denied that its forces were involved in the 
pre-dawn attack on government soldiers and French peacekeep- 
ers deployed along the frontline. 


The identity of the attackers remains a mystery. Government 
military commanders have hinted strongly they were rebels. 
However, some diplomats in West Africa have speculated that 
the incident may have been staged by Gbagbo’s close 
colleagues to highlight the stalemate in the country’s increasingly 
fragile peace process. (UN integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Abidjan, June 9) 


ECOWAS concern over renewed violence: The Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) has expressed 
concern over the renewed violence in Ivory Coast. 


A statement from its secretariat in Abuja, June 11, said that 
the latest development constituted a threat to the Linas-Mar- 
coussis peace agreement as well as to the peace, security, and 
stability of the sub-region. 


Linas-Marcoussis Agreement was signed in January 2003 
by all parties to the conflict in that country. 


It provided for the formation of an inclusive government of 
national unity and a framework for the resolution of the conflict. 


ECOWAS regretted the attack on Ghotalifa and Sty and 
strongly condemned the attacks on the UN peacekeepers, ` 
foreigners and embassies. 


The sub-regional body therefore enjoined all parties to abide 
by their obligations under the Linas-Marcoussis Agreement to 
ensure the protection of life and property in that country.. 

ECOWAS pleaded that all parties should refrain from 
statements and actions that might aggravate and lead to the 
deterioration of the situation-in that country. l 

it noted the commitment of the International community to 
the establishment of lasting peace in that country, as underlined 
by the presence of the UN peace keeping force. (Vanguard, 
Lagos, June 12) 

[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1373:a] 
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KENYA 


a. Wanted Al-Qaeda man escapes from Kenya 
cell: Fazu!l Abdullah Mohammed, FBI’s most 
wanted man, held for armed robbery in Mombasa, 
has escaped from custory. 


It should have been a coup for Kenya's cops. They had a 
man with a $25 million bounty on his head, who was indicted 
for planning the 1998 US embassy bombings in East Africa. 


The problem was they didn’t know his true identity, although 
Fazul's most-wanted poster had been collecting dust on the grimy 
walls of Kenyan ‘police stations for years. 


A day after his detention on July 12, 2002, Fazul escaped, 
outwitting seven -police officers armed with AK-47s and 9-mm 
pistols. The head of Al-Qaeda’s East African terror cell evaded 
capture then, and at least one other time a year later, according 
to an Associated Press investigation. 


Just months after his brush with jail, Fazul masterminded 
Al-Qaeda attacks in Kenya on November 28, 2002, police and 
intelligence officials said. 


Al-Qaeda militants rammed a Mitsubishi Pajero SUV full of 
explosives into an Israeli owned hotel on Kenya’s coast, killing 
15 people. Separately, two surface-to-air missiles narrowly 
missed an Israeli-owned airliner packed with Israeli tourists as 
it took off from Mombasa. 


The FBI! considers Fazul among the top most-wanted 
Al-Qaeda operatives, with the justice department listing him in 
May as one of seven suspects that "present a clear and present 
danger to America”. 


The AP investigation of Fazul provides insight into how he 
and Al Qaeda have operated in East Africa, a region where 
borders are porous and police are corrupt, poorly trained and 
ill-equipped. Interviews with dozens of religious leaders, family, 
friends and neighbours of suspects uncovered deep Al-Qaeda 
roots in the region. (Asian Age, New Delhi, June 14) 


LESOTHO 


a. Innocent AIDS activists jailed for 6 days: 
Three HIV-positive activists from Lesotho, who were 
on their way to Germany to receive an award for 
their work in AIDS education, spent six days in jail 
after being arrested at Johannesburg International 
Airport. 

South African officials and police suspected that the travel 
documents of Thabiso Motsusi, 30, Thabo Rannana, 28 and 
Moalosi Thabane, 32, had been tampered with. 


"They told us that the plastic covering the photographs in our 
passports was too thick," said Motsusi. 


The three men were detained at the Kempton Park Police 
Station. They were charged with fraud but only appeared in court 
three days after their arrest. 

The matter was postponed and they were transferred to 
Modderbee Prison, where they said they had to pay for makeshift 
beds and sheets to sleep on. 
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After six days in prison, the charges against the men were 
dropped, when the Lesotho High Commission intervened. 


Lesotho’s High Commissioner Mosuoe Moteane described 
the arrest of the men as “very unfair". He said: "It’s a pity that 
they were detained for-such a long time. .. we want officials to 
be more careful in the future.” 


Moteane said he had gone to see the investigating officer at 
the police station, personally, after receiving confirmation from 
Maseru that the men’s documents were legitimate. (Sunday 
Times, Johannesburg, June 13) 


MALAGASY 


a. Govt seeks ‘final solution’ to reservists’ 
demands: The Ministry of Defence, June 16, said 
it would seek a “final solution" to a four-month 
standoff with army reservists who are demanding 
better compensation for their efforts during the 
country’s political crisis in 2002. 


On June 15, 28 people were injured as security forces 
scuffled with army reservists in yet another protest in the capital, 
Antananarivo. 


Defence Ministry media officer Paul Andre confirmed that 
the injuries occurred after one reservist let off a grenade during 
a demonstration in the city’s main square. In May, the reservists. 
blocked the main route to the parliament buildings in a bid to 
force MPs to address their demands. 


In February Ravalomanana offered the reservists US $175 i 


each as compensation, but the protestors were asking for up to 
US $2,000 to cover their expenses, including a risk premium 
and family and rent allowances. 


"There are elements among the reservists who are not 
interested in peaceful negotiations. The [defence] minister has 
identified those individuals and said that any further acts of 
violence will not be tolerated. But the government will remain 
open until a final solution is found to this problem," Andre said. 


He noted that the government had already paid out a 
“substantial sum" of money to the reservists since negotiations 
began four months ago. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg, June 16) 


[Background Info. Malagasy, page 1373:a] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Oil venture a reality: Mauritania’s offshore 
Chinguetti oil project has been given a-go-ahead 
by the government and the Australian company, 
Woodside Petroleum. 


The company has pledged to invest US$ 600 million in drilling 
exploration and production wells in Chinguetti, and plans to start 
pumping oil in March 2006. 


Weodside chief operating officer, Keith Spence, recently 
announced this in the Australian city of Perth. Spence in a 
media briefing, said a final agreement had been reached with 
Mauritanian authorities, and that the Chinguetti offshore field 
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"will be producing by March 2006, less than five years since oil 
was first discovered at Chinguetti in May 2001. 


"This is a little later than the end 2005 start-up date we were 
previously looking for, due to the timing of vessel availability and 
the award of contracts," he added. 


initial production rates are expected to be of the order of 
75,000 barrels a.day, Spencer told the media. (Independent, 
Banjul, Juna 11) 


MOROCCO 


a. Editor sentenced to six months’ imprison- 
ment for defamation: Anas Tadili, editor of the 
weekly Akhbar al-Ousboua, was on June 1 sen- 
tenced tc six months’ imprisonment for defamation. 


The charges stemmed from a 9 April 2004 Akhbar al-Ous- 
boua artice about the alleged homosexual activities of a 
government minister at a holiday resort. The minister was not 
named but the inference taken by the finance minister was that 
the article was about him. He apparently pressurised the justice 
minister, Mohamed Bouzoubaa, into taking legal action against 
Tadili. 

Tadili was arrested in Rabat on April 15 and held in custody 
until his trial. He faces further defamation charges which will be 
brought ta court on June 15. The journalist also received a 
10-month prison sentence on charges relating to foreign 
exchange -egulations. (International Freedom of Expression 
Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, June 4) 

[Background Info. Morocco, page 1350:a] 
Spotlight 

Moroccan terror cells in Europe: The Moroc- 
can brench of militant Islam is not new. But 
intelligence officials in Rabat and in Europe say that 
until 20C3, they failed to penetrate its communica- 
tions and missed its significance. 


The <=rench are worried about Algerians and Tunisians; 
Spain foctsed on Basques. Belgium, whose Muslim population 
is largely Moroccan, had fewer than three dozen counter-terror 
specialists in its police force. 

since suicide bombings in Casablanca in May 2003, that 
killed dozens, and the devastating train bombings in Madrid in 
March 2004, Moroccan groups have been seen as central to the 
terrorist trreat in Europe, forcing intelligence and law-enforce- 
ment officals to adjust their strategies. 


Although Moroccan and European officials now agree that 
there is a new Moroccan threat, they disagree over its nature 
and origin and how to contain it. 


One croblem is simply identifying major Moroccan terror- 
ists. Two months after the Madrid train bombings, Spanish 
investigabrs believe that the attacks’ chief planner may still 
be in hiding. : 

The F-ench and Belgian police forces dismantled Moroccan 
cells in their countries after the Madrid attacks, but they are 
convincec that other cells may have burrowed further under- 
ground, 
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"There are cells in which the Moroccans are well integrated 
into the population," Pierre de Bouquet, the head’ of the 
Directorate for Territorial Surveillance, France's counterintelli- 
gence service, said in an interview. 


"So they do not seem suspicious. They work. They have 
kids. They have fixed addresses." 


In addition to uneven cooperation among law enforcement 
and intelligence agencies within Europe, there is the problem of 
tension between European and Moroccan officials. 


Although the two sides are working to investigate the Madrid 
bombing, the Moroccans have complained that their pleas for 
help after the Casablanca attacks were largely ignored until 
terrorists struck at the heart of Europe. 


They also have expressed frustration that laws in many 
European countries are not tough enough. 


"The Madrid bombings finally have forced the Europeans to 
make their investigations more serious and their cooperation 
quicker and more operational,” General Hamidou Laanigri, 
Morocco's chief of security, said in an interview. 


"But we are victims of laws and guarantees that protect the 
rights of individuals at the expense of cracking down against 
organized crime,” he said. 


Many European officials have expressed frustration with 
Morocco’s tendency to blame Al-Qaeda for ordering and 
organizing every plot, rather than view it as a more widespread 
ideological inspiration. 


intelligence and law-enforcement officials in Spain, France 
and Belgium say that their Morocan colleagues have refused to 
accept that Moroccans have banded into autonomous terror cells 
that can carry out attacks without outside organization, logistical 
support or money. 


"It's easier for the Moroccans to place responsibility outside 
Morocco and blame Al-Qaeda, because it frees them from 
responsibility," said one senior Belgian intelligence official. "They 
refuse to see there’s an internal component of the problem, one 
of poverty and despair." 


For their part, Moroccan officials, who have issued 44 
international arrests warrants for suspected terrorists, have 
accused European countries of being slow or unwilling to 
extradite suspects they have captured. 


Despite the frustrations, there is a growing realization in 
Morocco and European countries that they need each other. 


When Jean-Louis Bruguiere, France’s most senior antit- 
errorist investigatory magistrate, visited Morocco in March 
2004, he was shown evidence that led directly to arrests 
outside Paris several days later and the disbanding of a 
Moroccan cell suspected of involvement in the Casablanca 
bombings. 


"We wouid have had a hard time finding them," de Bousquet, 
the French counter-terrorist expert, said. 


"Morocco helped provide information that led to the arrests.” 
(New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, May 22) 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Renamo wants to maintain its armed 
bands: Mozambique’s former rebel movement 
Renamo has claimed that the promise by the ruling 
Frelimo Party to get rid of illegal bands of armed 
men is an incitement to violence. 


Speaking at the weekend in the northern city of Nampula, 
Frelimo general secretary Armando Guebuza, who is the party’s 
candidate in the forthcoming presidential elections, pledged to 
act against the armed gangs of Renamo fighters who still terrorise 
parts of the central Mozambican province of Sofala. 


in response, the Renamo general secretary, Viana Magal- 
haes, told journalists, June 16, that Guebuza’s words were a 
threat to return to war. 


"Renamo understands Guebuza’s threat to use violence to 
do away with the guards who protect Renamo leaders as a 
promise of war", he said. He construed Guebuza's statements 
as a threat to democracy. They were "a warning to the entire 
Mozambican people of the methods of governance that Armando 
Guebuza would use, should he win the presidential elections". 


Renamo is the only Mozambican political party that has its 
own armed force. These are rebel fighters who, in violation of 
the 1992 peace agreement, were never demobilised. (Agencia 
de informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, June 16) 


{Background Info. Mozambique, page 1351:a] 


NIGERIA 


a. Protest against fuel price hike; 5 students 
shot: Students of the University of Agriculture, 
Ogun State, alleged, June 9, that five of their 
colleagues were shot by policemen during a peace- 
ful protest against higher fuel prices. 


Similar allegation of official high handedness came from the 
National Conscience Party (NCP) whose National chairman, 
Chief Gani Fawehinmi (SAN) said party's secretary, Femi 
Aborishade was arrested by operatives of the State Security 
Services (SSS) for contributing his opinion on the fuel strike on 
Lagos Television (LTV 8) and whisked away to Shangisha, Lagos, 
where he was being detained. 


The students also claimed that 100 others were arrested and 
another 100 seriously injured. But the Ogun State police 
authorities who confirmed the demonstration, which took place 
at Alogi in Obantoko, Abeokuta, the state capital, denied any 
shooting incident. 

The commencement of the strike, June 9, followed the 
expiration of a seven-day ultimatum the Nigeria Labour Congress 
(NLC) issued the Federal Government to reverse fuel prices to 
the old rates. Petrol, for instance, cost N52 per litre just before 
June 9. 


By June 8, Justice Roseline Ukeje, Chief Judge of the Federal 
High Court sitting in Abuja, had ordered the NLC to suspend the 
planned strike while government which went to court was asked 
to revert fuel (petrol) price to N38 per litre. (Daily Champion, 
Lagos, June 10) 
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RWANDA 


a. Habyarimana plane crash figures in geno- 
cide trial: The shooting down on April 6, 1994, of 
a plane carrying former Rwandan President Juvenal 
Habyarimana was again brought up at the Interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), June 
16, during the trial of six people accused of genocide 
in the southern town of Butare. 


The subject was recalled by Guy Poupart, the Canadian 
co-counsel for one of the accused, the former minister of Family 
and Women Affairs Pauline Nyiramasuhuko, during cross-exami- 
nation of the 55th prosecution witness, the American human 
rights activist, Alison Des Forges. 


"Having read the statement by Jean Pierre Mugabe (former 
Rwandan intelligence officer), spoken to Michael Hourigan 
(former ICTR war crimes investigator), are you of the opinion 
that it was the RPF who shot down the plane”? asked Poupart. 


He was referring to reports which pinned down the former 
rebel Rwandese Patriotic Front (RPF) for shooting down the 
plane. The RPF has been in power in Kigali for the past ten 
years. Habyarimana’s death was quickly followed by massacres 
of Tutsis and Hutu members of the opposition which, according 
to Rwanda government figures, claimed the lives of an estimated 
one million people. ~ 


But Des Forges refused to be drawn into speculating on who 
shot down the plane and caused the death of Habyarimana. 


“| was not working into that enquiry at all", said Des Forges. 
"am as anxious as others to know. But until a judge makes a 
ruling, we are all in the same position", she replied. (Hirondelle 
News Agency, Lausanne, June 15) 


Mugenzi was happy with Kigali killings, claims.witness: 
A prosecution witness, June 15, tald the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), that a former minister, Justin 
Mugenzi, was pleased with the large number of Tutsis killed in 
Kigali in early April 1994. 


The witness code-named 006 was unable to come to the 
seat of the tribunal in Arusha "for security reasons”, but instead 
testified from The Hague via video conference. 


Mugenzi, a former Minister for Commerce, is on trial at the 
ICTR together with three other former ministers in the interim 
government that oversaw the 1994 genocide. 


They include the former minister of Health, Casimir Biz- 
imungu, the former minister of Foreign Affairs Jirme Bicamum- 
paka, and Prosper Mugiraneza, former minister of Public Service. 
They each face six counts of genocide and crimes against 
humanity. 


The witness stated that Mugenzi had shown happiness after 
he (witness), and five other people had been at the prefecture 
on a pacification mission and it was discovered that thousands 
of Tutsis had been killed in Kigali at the onset of the genocide 
in 1994. 
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"Mugenzi and Edouard Karemera were very happy to hear 
that thers was a very large number of Tutsis killed in Kigali", 
said the witness. l 


Karemera is a former minister for Interior. He is also currently 
on trial for genocide at the ICTR. (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, June 15) 


French Senate ratifies agreement to receive ICTR pris- 
oners: The French Senate ratified at the end of May an 
agreement between the French government and the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) for the enforcement of 
sentences of people convicted by the Tribunal. 


The ICTR is based in the northern Tanzanian town of Arusha 
and is mandated to pursue those responsible for the 1994 
genocide in Rwanda."Yes, | can confirm that", stated Marc 
Basseporte, France’s honorary Consul! in Arusha. The accords 
were originally signed in March 2003. 


"What remains now is for the ratified documents to be taken 
to the United Nations Secretariat," pointed out Roland Amous- 
souga, spokesperson of the ICTR. 


France became the first European country to ratify the 
accords. italy and Sweden have also signed but have not yet 
ratified them. 


The cther countries that have ratified the agreement are Mali, 
Benin and Swaziland. According to the ICTR’s statutes, the 
enforcement of sentences can be carried out in Rwanda or any 
other country chosen by the President of the ICTR from the list 
of countries that have shown willingness to do so. 


Up to now, no one convicted by the ICTR has been sent to 
Rwanda to serve their sentences. 


Both Kigali and the ICTR announced that they have begun 
consultations for the eventual transfer to Rwanda of convicted 
prisoners. 


in May, detainees and their lawyers vigorously denounced 
any idea of transferring detainees to Rwanda. (Hirondelle News 
Agency, Lausanne, June 11) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1375:a] 


SENEGAL 


a. Govt pays Rs 50 lakh compensation for 
indian driver’s death: The Senegal Government, 
atthe intervention of India’s National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) and the Ministry of External 
Affairs, has paid a compensation of Rs 50 lakh to 
the next of the kin of the driver of the Senegalese 
Ambassador to India. 


The criver was allegedly beaten to death by ambassador's 
son at Hotel Taj Palace in New Delhi in May 2003. 


The incident took place when the Senegal Ambassador, 
Ahmed EI Mansaur, and his son, Mansaur Ali, had gone to attend 
a function to celebrate Africa Day on May 24. 


Late at night, Mansaur Ali, who was in an inebriated state, 
asked his father's driver, Dilver Lal, to hand over the keys of the 
car to him. When the driver refused, Mansaur Ali allegedly beat 
up Dilver who died later. 
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Mandaur Ali, who enjoyed diplomatic immunity, was not 
arrested. Subsequently, Dilver's mother, Bhagwanti, approached 
the NHRC demanding justice. The Commission sent a copy of 
the complaint to the Ministry of External Affairs inquiring whether 
the Senegal Government could offer any compensation to the 
next of the kin of the deceased as he was the sole bread earner 
in his family. 

in a latter dated April 30, 2004, the Ministry of External Affairs 
informed the commission that the Embassy of Senegal had paid 
a compensation of Rs 50 lakh to Dilver’s mother in October 
2003. (Hindu, Madras, June 12) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Call for ban on underage marriage: A local 
organisation in Sierra Leone called Katanya 
Women's Development Organisation is mobilising 
support for the banning of marrying underage girls. 


The organisation said the practice has deprived many girls 
of education or achieving status that would have enabled them 
to make meaningful contribution to the development of the 
country. 


Established in January 1996, the organisation strives to 
promote the rights of women and children in Sierra Leone. The 
coordinator and founder of the organisation Anne Marie F. 
Caulker said HIV/AIDS is spreading fast in the country, adding 
that certain traditional practices also contribute to it. "Because 
of the prevalence of HIV/AIDS, there is need to change attitudes 
and perceptions that emanate from harmful traditional practices”, 
she said. 


in an exclusive interview with The Independent, Anne Marie 
stressed that Bondo or Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), 
battering of women and children should be stopped in commu- 
nities. She said the organization is presently sensitising people 
on the adverse effects of such practices, though some conser- 
vative traditionalists frown on their venture. 


It is believed in rural communities that women should not 
resist their husbands when they want to beat them because it 
would bring a curse on the children. People also believed that 
women who do not undergo FGM are usually promiscuous. 
(independent, Freetown, June 14) 


SOMALIA 


a. Somali assets blocked; Zarqawi officer 
captured: US State Department and US Central 
Command (CENTCOM) said, June 3, that a fac- 
tional leader of the Somali terrorist organization 
al-ltihaad al-lslamiya had been designated as 
‘terrorist’ under Executive Order 13224 that aims to 
disrupt the financing of terrorist networks. 


This action effectively blocks any assets of Hassan Abdullah 
Hersi al-Turki (also Known as Hassan Turki) in the United States 
that are held by Americans and bars most transactions with him, 
according to the statement. 


In addition, the United States is asking the UN Sanctions 
Committee to add him to its list mandated by several UN 
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Security Council resolutions. Once Hassan Turki is named, all 
UN members are obligated to impose certain sanctions against 
him, the statement said. CENTCOM reported, June 4, that iraqi 
police in Baghdad captured on May 30 Umar Baziyani, described 
as "a known terrorist and murder suspect." 


Considered an associate of terrorist leader Abu Musab 
al-Zarqawi, Baziyani is allegec to have ties to terrorist groups in 
Iraq, and thought to be responsible for the death of iraqi civilians. 
He is also said to be a suspect in anti-coalition activities. (United 
States Department of State, Washington, DC, June 4) 


b. 60 killed, thousands displaced in Bulo 
Hawa clashes: Nearly 60 people have been killed 
in clashes between rival clans in the southwestern 
town of Bulo Hawa, humanitarian sources said. 


About 2,500 families had been displaced in and around the 
town while another 2,000 people had fled to Mandera in 
neighbouring Kenya, they adced. 


Relief workers in Bulo Hawa, Gedo Region, said that the 
latest round of fighting, which took place, June 1, was "a 
continuation of tension between rival clans that had built fup] 
since May" over control of the loca! administration. 


One of the sources said local NGOs were planning to conduct 
an assessment of the situation together with local authorities, 
but could not immediately ascertain the number of those injured. 
"The death toll as of yesterday (June 2) was 59, while 52 people 
have been admitted in hospitals and 24 are in a private 
compound," the source said. 


. The dead included a prominent local medical doctor, 
“Muhammad Hasan Ali, who was killed as he left a mosque, and 

seven children, killed when a bomb they found exploded as they 
. played with it. . 


The latest fighting pitted an alliance of the Marehan subclans 
of Hawarsame Rer Hasan and Habar Ya'qub, which dominate 
Gedo, against the subcians of the Ali Dneere and Rer Ahmad, 
the sources said. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Nairobi, June 3) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Parliament passes electoral Bill: Parlia- 
ment’s ad hoc committee on home affairs, June 10, 
passed the Electoral Commission Amendment Bill, 
giving President Thabo Mbeki the power to extend 
the term of office of four Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC) officers. 


Marius Swart, Democratic Alliance (DA) deputy spokesman, 
said the one-line amendment, which became "urgent" because 
the terms of four IEC commissioners ends on June 30, would 
give Mbeki the power in future to appoint anyone he favoured 
without referring to Parliament.Three opposition parties in the 
committee the DA, the Inkatha Freedom Party and the United 
Christian Democratic Party abstained from voting on the Bill 
which was passed by the African National Congress (ANC) 
majority without amendment. 
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Swart said definite timeframes were needed in the amend- 
ment because "you cannot give blanket approval to the 
president". He said Parliament “might find it difficult to oppose 
the president if this is what he wants”. 


The committee’s chairman, ANC MP Patrick Chauke, argued 
that adding additional information to the Bill at committee stage 
would incur problems in the future. Every time there was a crisis, 
the Act would have to be amended. (Business Day, Johannes- 
burg, June 11) 


b. Annan receives Tambo Award: United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, June 16, 
celebrated the achievements of post-apartheid 
South Africa as he was given the highest award for 
foreign nationals. 


The United Nations worked to accelerate the isolation and 
eventual demise of the apartheid regime, Annan said in a 
message delivered by his Special Representative for the Great 
Lakes Region, Ibrahima Fall. 


"We remember it as a struggle which galvanized the entire 
world community" to work towards reaffirming the basic human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of all, irrespective of race or 
gender, he said. 


"Today, 10 years after the end of apartheid, we rejoice at the 
significant achievements of South Africa as a vibrant, non-racial, 
multi-party democracy, with a constitution protective of basic 
human rights, enjoying sturdy rates of economic growth." 


O R Tambo was one of the tallest leaders of the South Africa. 


Young South Africans all have the right to a quality education 
and all have the chance to contribute to building a stronger, more 
prosperous country, which can help not only its own citizens but 
also lead progress throughout the wider region, he said. (UN 
News Service, New York, June 16) 


SUDAN 


a. US struggles to address situation in Sudan: 
The U.S. has vowed to increase pressure on the 
Khartoum government to stop atrocities in Darfur, 
despite any negative effects that may have on the 
recent peace agreement between the government 
and the SPLM/A rebels led by John Garang. 


The May 26 signing of three key protocols on power-sharing 
and oil revenue distribution by the government of Sudan and the 
SPLM/A has been hailed as a solid opportunity to end the 21-year 
civil-war that has devastated the country and left over two million 
Sudanese dead. But as fighting between the north and the south 
has died down, conflict has erupted in the west. 


Many believe the Khartoum government is taking advantage 
of the United States’ desire to see an end to the civil war as a 
chance to crush the armed opposition in Darfur, which has 
emerged as a greater threat than the SPLM/A posed. 


A solution to the north-south conflict has proved ex- 
tremely elusive in the past, and, if achieved, would provide 
the Bush administration with an important success story in 
Africa. (Alec Johnson, June 16) 


June 3—15, 2004 


Aid workers freed in Darfur: The Sudanese rebels released 
16 UN anc other aid workers, June 6, who were kidnapped, June 
4, in Darfur province, where a huge international effort to prevent 
a human disaster is under way. 


They were seized by the Sudan Liberation Army in Mellit, 48 
km north of al-Fasher, the provincial capital. An estimated 
300,000 people in the province are at risk unless a steady flow 
of aid gets through in the next few months. The US, the UN and 
aid agencies have accused the Sudanese Government of 
hampering the delivery of food and medical supplies. The 
Government blames the rebels, and the kidnapping came as a 
propaganda gift to ministers. 


Naguib Khair, a Foreign Affairs Minister, said: "We, the 
Sudanese Government, condemn and reject the abduction. We 
feel sorry for lit and for exposing the lives of the United Nations 
and humanitarian aid workers to danger." (Guardian Newspa- 
pers Lim:ted/ London, Hindu, Madras, June 8) 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1378:a] 
Spotlight 

100,000 Sudanese are refugees in Chad—vic- 
tims of ethnic cleansing: Farmers in Sudan, 
who have survived attacks by plundering 
Arabs nilitias, have sought refuge across the 
border in Chad. 


On the Chad-Sudan border—barefoot and half-naked, 
Hamesa Adam carried two sons on her back for six days across 
the searing Sudanese desert. 


Two other children, missing their dead father, walked 
barefoot, and two more rode a donkey. But six-year-old 
Mohammed, one of the children on the donkey, got weaker and 
weaker. He cried constantly, clutching at his side. There was not 
enough food. On the fourth day, Mohammed struggled off the 
donkey and fell onto the sand. 


They 2uried him nearby, about 2 feet down, placing branches 
on the grave to keep animals from digging up his body. This is 
the story of the Adam family, Sudanese farmers chased from 
their horres by Arab militias on horses and camels who swept 
down on their village, Selti, about three months'ago with a kind 
of ruthless, medieval wrath: killing, raping, looting, burning. Some 
attacked in Land Cruisers mounted with automatic weapons. 
From the air, two helicopters strafed the village. 


Abou- 100,000 farmers in the Darfur region of western Sudan 
have made the same epic journey as the Adam family these 
past weeks and months, fleeing west-into Chad. Perhaps half 
are in refugee camps. Others live near the border in the desert, 
a sand-biown, pitiless furnace. 


P UN officials cali it one of the world’s worst crises. A million 
7” Sudanes2 have been affected by fighting in Darfur since rebels 
took up arms in 2003 seeking a share of power and the country's 
oil revenue; 10,000 people have died. Pro-government Arab 
militias called janjaweed are fighting the rebels, but their attacks 
target mainly tribal African civilians. 


In Darfur, according to the aid group Doctors Without Borders, 
the crisis is "radically worsening”, with severe water and food 
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shortages and child malnutrition rising sharply. The group reports 
that “assistance is utterly inadequate”. The big fear is that when 
the rains come in a few weeks, tens of thousands of Sudanese 
on the border will be cut off without food and with no hope of 
getting it. 

Some refugees say that Khartoum government forces have 
taken part in the scorched-earth attacks, swooping down on 
villages with helicopters and Antonov planes. Human Rights 
Watch, based in New York, reported that government forces, 
allied with the Arab militias, carried out widespread ethnic killings 
and dispossession. 


The Arab militias, mainly herdsmen, are terrorizing black 
African farmers from the Zaghawa, Fur and Massalit tribes and 
grabbing the spoils: land, stock, money and anything else they 
can Steal. The Arab-dominated government in Khartoum denies 
it controls the militias, but observers point out that it serves the 
government's interest to repress areas where it is fighting rebels. 


The Darfur rebellion sharpened in recent months as peace 
talks between the government and a separate army of southern 
Christian rebels to end 21 years of civil war seemed close to an 
end, with a deal to carve up power and Sudan's oil wealth 
between them. 


The attack on Adam's village came with the gentle light of 
dawn three months ago. One of Hamesa’'s brothers, Khalil, was 
eating breakfast when he heard gunfire. He looked outside. 


Another brother, Saleman, ran out of his house. He was shot 
in the face by a janjaweed warrior on horseback. Khalil told his 
wife to run and hide with the children in a nearby wadi, or dry 
riverbed. He crept to a friend’s house to hide. 


Hamesa, 45, was making tea as her husband prayed. He 
was still in the sleeping area of their four-room thatched straw 
house when gunmen burst in, demanding money. They killed 
him, ordered Hamesa out and burned down the house around 
him. 


"They burned my house, they grabbed my baby off my back 
and threw him in the fire. They took everything | owned and all 
my cows," she said, rocking her youngest son, Khamiz, and 
flapping her scarf to remove the flies from the burn on his foot 
and leg. Many women were raped in the attack on Selti village. 
Perhaps Hamesa was one of them. 


But Sudanese women do not admit to such shame. The 
gunmen stole her clothes, her children’s clothes and her cows 
and goats. "They said, You are abid, abid, abid. You cannot stay 
here", Hamesa said, using a derogatory word meaning "blacks", 
“They said, We'll kill all the men in the village and we'll leave 
the women in the village like slaves to help us do anything we 
want". 


Three of her cousins, aged 12, 17 and 32, ran outside when 
they heard attack helicopters raking the ground with bullets. All 
three were killed. Hamesa’s younger sister, Hadiya, 23, lost her 
husband that day, mowed down by a machine gun. Khalil Adam 
said 15 people were killed; another villager put the dead at 32. 
The number cannot be verified. 
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Two women were beaten to death with machine guns, and 


another barely survived a beating, Khalil said. He saw two girls . 


aged 10 and 12 being raped, then branded like cattle on their 
hands, a mark that will stigmatize them for life. 


“They destroyed all our village. They took ali our goats and 
cows and sheep," Khalil said. "The attack went on all day. | 
stayed in my friend’s house because we had to find out people, 
who was alive, who was dead." 


Sudanese from other villages tell similar stories. Tahir Yousef, 
35, said his village, Filita, was attacked in late April. He said he 
counted 300 villagers killed in their houses, in the market and 
in the fields. The figure cannot be verified. Human Rights Watch 
reported the massacre of 136 non-Arab men in Darfur in April. 
Every day, dispossessed Sudanese farmers walk out of the 
desert into Chad. There is little food and water for the journey 
and -nothing for the donkeys. One hundred people left Selti 
together after the attack. More than 10 died on the six-day 
journey. Hamesa’s children cried as they make their way across 
the desert. Mohammed cried as he lay dying on the back of the 
donkey. 


And when the janjaweed come rampaging across the border 
several times a week to attack refugee settlements and loot 
stock, sometimes shooting people, they attack Barata and other 
Chadian villages too, despite a cease-fire reached in April 
between rebels and the Sudanese goverment. ( Los Angeles 
Times/ Deccan Herald, Bangalore, June 13) 


TUNISIA 


a. President briefed on World Summit on 
Information Society: President Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali was briefed, June 4, by Sadok Rabah, 
minister of Communication Technologies and Trans- 
portation, on the agenda of the World Summit on 
a Society (WSIS) scheduled in Tunis 
in 5. 


The Tunisian President siressed "the need to ensure the 
wide participation of all the components of civil society and the 
private sector in the preparatory meeting to the World Summit 
on the Information Society". The preparatory meeting will be 
held, June 24-26, in the Tunisian coastal city of Hammamet. 
(Tunisia Online, Tunis, June 4) 


UGANDA 


a. LRA rebels kill 25 in Lira: The Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebels, June 9, struck Apok 
camp in Oyam North and killed 25 people. 


"We counted 19 bodies of which six were children. Six other 
bodies were found on the way," officials said. The Gombolola 
Internal Security Officer, Tony Okello, said the rebels were 
dressed in army fatigue. 


"The UPDF soldiers had been deployed in night patrols and 
the camp was left vulnerable," he said. Mr Okello said the LRA 
then rounded up the camp firing bullets in all directions and 
torching huts in the camp accommodating about 11,000 people. 
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Okello said the rebels had dodged the army as they headed 
to the camp. "They were well armed with guns," he said. He 
expressed fear that the rebels may attack Achokora camp that 
is next to Apok camp. Another witness who visited the attacked 
scene, the Speaker of Otwal sub-county, said the number of the 
dead had gone up to 34. 


The UPDF northern region spokesman Lt. Paddy Ankunda, 
however, said that 19 had been killed. "Rebels attacked and 
killed 19 people and left about ten seriously injured. They burnt 
about 200 huts,” he said. (Monitor, Kampala, June 10) 


Atrocities prompt UN to cail halt to attacks against 
civilians: Deploring the murder of 128 people over the past 
month in a series of massacres by the Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA) in northern Uganda, the top United Nations humanitarian 
official, June 11, called on the rebel group to stop attacking 
civilians immediately. 


Jan Egeland, the UN Emergency Relief Coordinator, said 
each one of the four massacres since May 16 had occurred 
inside camps for internally displaced persons (IDPs). 


"These vicious attacks against some of the most vulnerable 
civilians are appalling,” Egeland said, adding that “in many 
cases, the victims have fled attack after attack, desperate for 
safety." 


He also called on the Ugandan Government to redouble its 
efforts to protect civilians in the north of the country. 


In the most recent massacre, a group of about 100 LRA 
members killed 25 people, including five children, at an IDP 
camp, June 8. The rebels kidnapped 26 others and burned at 
least 600 huts - which contained food stores for the IDPs - in 
the camp. 


The UN’s Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) said aid agencies have since provided some relief for 
the remaining Abok camp residents. 


On June 3, LRA rebels murdered 23 people at an IDP camp 
at Kalabong, while 20 others are assumed to have been 
abducted. 


The most deadly of the recent wave of massacres occurred 
on May 20, when the LRA struck the Lukodi camp, killing 41 
people. On May 16, 39 people were killed during an attack on 
a camp at Pagak. (UN News Service, New York, June 11) 
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b. Ten jailed for ‘naked parade’: A court has 
jailed six women and four men for three months for 
appearing in skimpy wear before Comesa delegates 
on June 8. 


The delegates, including heads of state, arrived, June 6, at 
Entebbe International Airport for the conference in Kampala. 


"By parading themselves naked on the highway, the girls 
depicted Ugandans to be morally decayed. Therefore, they 
should serve a three-month prison deterrent sentence without 
an option of a fine,” Entebbe Chief Magistrate Ms Gladys 
Nakibule Kiseka said while sentencing the group. 
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This was after they pleaded guilty of being idle and disorderly. 
The prosecutor, Ms Angela Bakibinga, told court the group 
paraded in skimpy wear during day at Abaita Ababiri, 7 km from 
Entebbe International Airport on the Entebbe-Kampala highway. 


she identified them as dancers attached to a Kampala-based 
Princess Eand, headed by self-styled Queen Florence. Bakibinga 
said they were riding on a pick-up truck advertising a show they 
were to stage in Travellers Bar at Abaita Ababiri. 


She ordered police to burn the skimpy wear, their vehicle to 
be forfeited to the state and the women's braids to be cut short. 
(Monitor, Kampala, June 14) : 


ZAMBIA 


a. Female lawyers’ plea to President: The 
Female Lawyers Association of Zambia (FELAZ) 
and Women in Law and Development in Africa 
(WiLDAF), have expressed confidence that the 
battle against sexual and gender-based violence 
against women and children will be won with the 
participation of President Mwanawasa. 


Association president Daisy Ng’ambi said at a press briefing 
in Lusaka, June 14, that sexual abuse and gender violence had 
taken centre stage and that the President had to take a leading 
role to eliminate them. 


Ms Ng’ambi said Mwanawasa had shown a keen interest in 
fighting the vices by accepting to officiate at the international 
symposium on sexual and gender-based violence against 
children and women at Lusaka’s Hotel Inter-Continental, June 
15. 


At the same function, WiLDAF country coordinator Constance 
Lewanika said with Mwanawasa’s participation they were 
assured that they would never fail in the fight. 


Ms Lewanika urged the President not to relent but to fight 
hard until all forms of violence and gender imbalances were 
eradicated. 


"With the President in our midst, we believe that we cannot 
fail," she said. 


Ms Lewanika also called on concerned stakeholders to work 
hand-in-hand with Women and Law in Southern African Re- 
search and Education (WLSA), Young Women Christian Asso- 
ciation (YWCA), National Initiative for Citizens Awareness (NICA) 
for child abuse and gender imbalance to be addressed 
adequately. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, June 15) 


b. Former ZNCB boss Musonda arrested: 
Former Zambia National Commercial Bank (ZNCB) 
managing director Samuel Musonda has been 
arrested and charged with 50 counts of abuse of 
authority of office. 


Musonda who was arrested by the Task Force on Corruption, 
June 7, is alleged to have paid out about K10 billion from a 
suspense debtors’ account, disregarding procedures. He was 
being heid at Woodlands Police Station and would appear in 
court, June 8. 
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Task Force spokesperson Mpazi Sinyangwe announced in a 
statement that Musonda is accused of having abused his 
authority of office between June 1998 and September 2001. 


“Samuel Musonda, aged 50, has been picked up and charged 
with 50 counts of abuse of authority of office contrary to sections 
37(2)a and 41 of the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) Act No 
42 of 1996," Sinyangwe said in the statement. 


In 2003, Musonda was arrested and discharged with seven 
others on 59 counts of theft by public servant involving K10.5 
billion after the Director of Public Prosecutions (OPP) entered a 
nolle prosequi against them. 


This was in a case in which he was jointly charged with then 
secretary to the treasury David: Diangamo, former Zambia 
Security Intelligence Services (ZSIS) chief Xavier Chungu and 
former secretary to the Treasury James Mtonga. (Times of 
zambia, Ndola, June 8) ; 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Zimbabwe to nationalise all farmland: 
Zimbabwe plans to nationalise all the country’s” 
farmland and issue farmers 99-year leases, land 
reform and resettlement minister John Nkomo was 
quoted as saying, June 8. 


"The government has stepped up efforts to acquire more 
land with the sole objective of nationalising all productive 
farmland, from crop fields to conservancies, in the country," 
Nkomo told the official Herald newspaper. 


In the end all land shall be state land and there will be no 
such thing called private land," Nkomo said, urging all land- 
owners to offer their land so that they could be considered for 
the leases. Nkomo was not immediately contactable. 


The government has forced about two-thirds of Zimbabwe's 
4,500 white commercial farmers off their land in the past four 
years under President Robert Mugabe’s controversial pro- 
gramme to resettle landless blacks on the’ plots, agricultural 
Officials said. Farm output has fallen sharply, an outcome blamed 
by Mugabe's opponents largely on his land seizure policy and 
by government officials on economic sabotage and bad weather. 
The Heraid’s report did not give a timeframe for the nationalisa- 
tion programme, but said the government would issue 99-year 
leases, referred to as "in perpetuity" for productive farmland and 
25-year leases for wildlife and conservation areas. 


The government has forcibly acquired 259 mostly white- 
owned farms since January alone. It has also confiscated 
agricultural equipment and machinery authorities said was lying 
idle on the farms and allocated it to black Zimbabweans resettled 
on the land. (Asian Age, New Delhi, June 9) 
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b. Editor, reporter appear in court: On June 
8, Bornwell Chakaodza, editor of The Standard 
newspaper, and reporter Valentine Maponga were 
remanded in custody till August 14, for contravening 
Section 15 of the Public Order and Security Act 
(POSA). 


R.N.I. No. DELENG/2000/891 
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Allegations against the two journalists first arose on May 16 
when they published a story entitled, "The family of slain mine 
boss blames government officials". 


The story said the family of murdered Trojan Mine boss 
Leonard Chimimba was blaming government officials for his 
death. Chakaodza and Mapcnga relied on a named source who 
has since distanced himself from the article. 


Chakaodza and Maponga appeared before Magistrate Mem- 
ory Chigwaza. The state contends that the two journalists erred 
in implicating certain unnamed senior government officials as 
being behind Chimimba’s murder. 


The mine boss was alleged to have been in possession of 
information connected to nickel theft in South Africa. (Media 
Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek, June 14) 
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REGIONAL 


a. Trade theory vs used clothes in Africa: 
Today’s globalized economy boasts few unrepent- 
ant protectionists, but Eyasu Sirak does not deal in 
the gentle euphemism of “fair trade." 


He wants his government to ban imports of used clothing 
simply so he can sell more apparel and make more money. 


His business, Eladam Eladam Enterprises, makes safari suits 
. and police and army uniforms, which he sells, out of a small 
shop in downtown Kampala. 


But Sirak looks longingly at Ugandans who buy their clothing 
at bustling markets stocked with European and American 
castoffs. "As long as these clothes are here,” he insists, "no 
textile industry can survive.” 


The rich world’s hand-me-down offer visitors some of Africa's 
more peculiar sights. One afternoon in Kampala, Uganda's lively, 
dieselfume-laden capital, a young man wore a black T-Shirt that 
boasted: "| am what you fear the most: United States Marine." 
Another proclaimed its owner's allegiance to the “Watkins 
Warriors,“ presumably some small-town sports team. 


The scene repeats itself in towns and villages across Africa, 
from Mozambique in the south to Mali in the north, thanks to 
donated clothing from the West that is sold by the charitable 
entities that receive to exporters, pressed into bales and shipped 
to Africa. 


Though it starts as charity, the declared value of American 
secondhand clothing exported- to Africa was $59.3 million in 2002, 
according to the International Trade Commission. 
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About $2.3 million of that went to Uganda, where mivuinba, 
as used clothing is known in the Luganda language, makes up 


about 81 per cent of garment purchases, acorns to- ee or D 


Uganda Manufacturers Association. 


Yet Sirak’s proposal—banning mivumba—falls on n inGiedue 
lous ears in much of Kampala. Importers and consumers of used 
garments, who far outnumber the manufacturers, have casti- 
gated the idea of an import ban. 


"Protection might create a local industry that can compete 
in world markets, and the subsequent gains might be large 
enough to pay back the costs incurred on account of the 
protection," Hufbauer said. "In practice, however, not more than 
one case in 10 meets these two conditions." 


American policy here has been against trade barriers. The 
Africa Growth and Opportunity Act, passed in 2000, seeks to 
integrate the continent into the world economy. 


By offering easy access to the American market, the Act 
preaches growth through exports, not through national self-suf- 
ficiency, and accounted for $1.2 billion in apparel exports from 
Africa in 2003, according to the Commerce Department. Not 
surprisingly, Washington has little sympathy for banning second 
hand imports. : 


“The reason this market is so huge is because most people 
live on a dollar a day," said a United States trade official. 


South Africa has joined the protectionists. Bowing to pressure 
from local manufacturers and labour unions, its government cut 
off imports of used clothing in 1999. Nigeria, Ethiopia and Eritrea 
have imposed their own prohibitions. 


The Owino bazaar in Kampala, one of the largest of its kind 
in Africa, thrives on the mivumba trade. On a good day, retailers 
move enough clothing to fill a 12-metre shipping container, and 
Godfrey Kayongo who runs a wholesale business in secondhand 
clothing, estimates that Owino employs 50,000 people. "Let the 
clothing industries produce alongside mivumba," he said. "If 
people choose them, then that's fine.” 

The Ugandan government has so far equivocated in the 
battle over mivumba. In 2003 it raised the import duty on 
mivumba from 10 to 15 per cent, but has held steady since. 
Sirak still yearns for the days of old. 


Through the early 1970's cotton plantations set up by British 


` colonialists on the banks of the Nile formed the backbone of 


Uganda’s economy. First they produced high-quality cloth, then 


`- manufactured garments. But a decade of political strife flattened 


them all, and in the late 1980's, as calm returned, mivumba 
arrived. "This beautiful industry has gone," Sirak said. "In its 
place have come”—-he spits out the words venomously-——"sec- 
ondhand clothes."(New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, 


June 12) 


Printed and published by C P Chacko on behalf of Asian News Chroniclers. Printed at Ashish Printers & Publication (P) Ltd, 1810/4, Kotla - 
Mubarakpur, New Delhi-110003; and published from A-21, Press Enclave, Saket, New Delhi-110 017 (india). Annual subscription: India Rs. 800/- 
US $ 150/- (inclusive of annual binder) Ph: 011-6851933, e-mail: asiannewsdigest@hotmail. com 


Web: www.asiannewsdigest.com 
Managing Editor: C P Chacko 


FOR INDIAN SUBSCRIBERS ONLY, 
NOT FOR SALE ABROAD 


dpa 





“2. 4393 





: Chronicle 


foun. 


A fortnightly record on governance, seen development, human rights and envirońment, 


June 17—30, 2004 


ALGERIA 


a. Editor sentenced to two months in prison: 
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has denounced 
the two-month prison sentence for defamation 
handed down to El-Khabar editor Ali Djerri. 


"A genuine bulldozer is currently in gear to try and silence 
critical journalists. Following the prosecution of correspondent 
Hafnaoui Ghoul and Le Matin editor Mohammed Benchicou, it 
is now E-Khabar editor Ali Djerri’s turn to be sentenced to two 
months in prison with no parole. We urge the Algerian authorities 
to end ths dangerous escalation,” RSF said. 


On 20 June, a Constantine court sentenced Djerri, in 
absentia, to two months in prison with no parole for defamation, 
following a complaint filed in April 2004 by retired general and 
former advisor to president Mohammed Betchine, over an 
article alleging he was co-owner of an alcohol manufacturing 
plant in Annaba and that he had access to a special electricity 
supply. 


Betcrine has denied the accusations. (Reporters Sans 


Frontieres, Paris, June 23) . 
[Background Info. Algeria, page 1381:a] 


ANGOLA 


a. 39,000 refugees return from Congo (DR): 
The second phase of the voluntary and organised 
repatriation of Angolan refugees started on July 2, 
with the return of 39,000 citizers living in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), an official 
source announced. 


The announcement was made, June 22, at the end of the 
6th meecing of the Tripartite Commission for Repatriation of 
Refugees that comprised representatives of the Social Welfare 
Ministry -MINARS), the United Nations High Commissioner. for 
Refugees (UNHCR) and DRC. 


Priority will be given to the Provinces of Moxico, said the 
MINARS main consultant, Ferreira Martins, who chaired the 
closing ceremony on behalf of his Minister, Joao Baptista 
Kussumua. The gathering discussed modalities for the repatria- 
tion, social and logistic matters. 


Meanwhile, DRC’s representative, Moupondo Rigoberto, said 
efforts w Il continue for the return of more families and to create 
conditions with regard to roads and bridges, as well as to 
sensitise them on landmine dangers. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, June 23} 
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BOTSWANA 


a. Diamond shortfall to hit revenue: A produc- 
tion shortfall of 14% in the first five months in 2004 
at Botswana's diamond mines combined with a 
weaker dollar could have a significant effect on the 
country’s revenue collection. 


As De Beers’ single most important supplier, it would also 
increase pressure on the company’s supply anengements with 
its customers, or sightholders. 


Earlier, Louis Nchindo, Debswana’s outgoing MD, blamed 
rainfall throughout the country and "continuous breakdowns” at 
the Jwaneng and Orapa mines for a decline in output. Sales 
volumes were also hit by the weakening dollar against Bot- 
swana’s pula. Nchindo said that the mines had experienced 
“repeated equipment failures", and monitoring had been 1m- 
proved to avert “disasters of machine breakdown" during -the 
first five months of 2004. 


A mining expert familiar with the situation said: "This is a 
classical sign of.underinvestment and a direct result of (De 


Beers’) privatisation." Senior managers have been given huge 


bonuses. if they cut costs "to counteract the falling dollar arid 
also to help pay off the $3.7bn loan when the company -was 
privatised". However, Debswana said it was hopeful it could meet 
its year-end target of 30-million carats by treating high-grade ore 
for the remainder of the. year. (Business Day, Johannesburg, 
June 29) 


[Background Info. Botswana, page 1045:a] 


BURUNDI . 


a. Refugee inflow rises to 31,000: Fear of 
renewed fighting in the eastern Democratic Repub- 
lic of the Congo (DRC) has brought the number of 
refugees in Burundi to.31,000 from an estimated 
25,000 just four days ago. 


But the deployment of DRC troops along the border area 
may have discouraged major cross-border movement, the United 
Nations refugee agency said, June 22. 


"The refugees had fled their villages in eastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo since 9 June, fearing they would be caught 
in fighting between Congolese government troops and ethnic- 
Banyamulenge (Tutsi) rebels," the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) said. Of the 3,000 refugees in Rwanda, 137 
non-Banyamulenges returned to the DRC, June 20, and more 
were expected, June 22, UNHCR spokesperson Jennifer 
Pagonis said ata news briefing in Geneva. 
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The transitional DRC Government recently built up a force 
of 20,000 troops in the border area to counter the insurgency 
led by dissident Gen. Laurent Nkunda and Col. Juies Mutebutsi, 
according to William Lacy Swing, chief of the UN Organization 
Mission in the DRC (MONUC). (UN News Service, New York, 
June 22) i 


UN food relief agency helping Congolese refugees to 
flee: The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) has 
started feeding some of the thousands of refugees who have 
fied the recent wave of violence in the east of the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and scught haven in Burundi and Rwanda. 


WFP, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
and the aid agency CARE distributed more than 25 tonnes of 
food rations to about 5,000 refugees living in three communes 
inside northern Burundi, yaceorelng to a WFP statement released, 
June 16. 


As the number of refugees continues to increase, WFP's 
Deputy Country Director in Burundi, Foday Turay, said the 
agency is closely monitoring the influx to make sure it can help 
as many people as possible. 


On June 15,. UNHCR said it estimated at least 17,000 


. - Tefugees have entered Burundi alone in May, following an 


upsurge in violence in.the DRC. Many are living in transit camps. 


Ethnic Bafulero and Babembe have been running out of DRC, 
mainly empty-handed, because of a fear of attacks by militias 
comprising Banyamulenge, or Congolese Tutsi, fighters or 
because they have been trying to avoid the fighting between the 
Banyamulenge and Government forces. (UN News Service, 
New York, June 17) 


Burundi threatened by food shortage: Burundi may have 
to endure five months of food shortages starting in August 
because of the early arriva! of the dry season, a United Nations 
spokesman reported, June 23. 


The dry season will bring a sharp drop in bean production, 
Fred Eckhard told the press in New York. In addition, a virus 
has devastated cassava plants in the northern and eastern 
provinces. . l 


Recent nutritional surveys by the UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) show that in the north-eastern provinces of Ngozi, 
Kayanza and Bubanza, 10 per cent of children aged between’ 
six months and five years are suffering from acute malnutrition. 
Chronic malnutrition in the same age group is now 61 per cent, 
Eckhard said. (UN News Service, New York, June 23) 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1381:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Hepatitis E outbreak in capital: Health 
Officials in the Central African Republic have 
reported an outbreak of hepatitis E in three 
neighbourhoods of the capital, Bangui, state-owned © 
Radio Centrafrique reported, June 17. 
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It said a joint team of the Ministry of Health and Medecins 
Sans Frontieres detected cases of the disease in the neig- 
bourhoods of Gobongo, Kokoro-Boeing and Nguito. 


"The cases of hepatitis E are few, our team detected about 
10 cases," Dr Abel Namssenmo, the director of preventive 
medicine and fight against disease at the Ministry of Health and 
Population said, June 18. 


He added that the joint medical team was monitoring the 
outbreak. In a communique read over the radio the ministry 
utged the public to use only safe drinking water and to disinfect 
wells. In Bangui, hawkers sell water in plastic sachets; a practice 
that health authorities have warned is unsafe. 


Symptoms of the disease are yellowish eyes, tiredness and 
stomachache. The UN World Health Organization (WHO) says 
Hepatitis E is a waterborne disease transmitted from person-to- 
person via the faecal-oral route. Contaminated water or food 
supplies have been implicated in major outbreaks, it said. 


- People who have never contracted hepatitis are at risk of 
infection, WHO said, and the disease finds fertile ground in areas 
of poor sanitation. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bangui, June 18) 


CHAD 


a. Over 106,000 Sudanese refugees moved to 
camps: More than 106,000 Sudanese refugees 
have now moved from the Chad-Sudan border to 
eight camps further inside Chad. 


At Iridimi camp, refugees began moving into tents from the 
transit centre of the camp. The refugees had been staying in 
temporary shelters built from plastic sheeting distributed when 
they arrived on the site. The priority has been to move the 
refugees as quickly as possible away from the border for security 
reasons, and so temporary accommodations were made on 
some of the sites until the camps could be made fully ready. So 


- far at Iridimi, the Norwegian Church Aid has erected 300 
five-person tents and the work is continuing. There are presently 


15,008 refugees in Iridimi, all of whom will move to tents. 
On June 18, 66 tons of WFP food (corn, soya blend, rice, 


` oil, and beans) were moved to Am Nabak. Some 3,000 refugees 
- have already arrived on their own at the site, and the food 


supplies will be distributed to them in the coming days. The 
rations should be enough to last for one month. The refugees 
have walked to Am Nabak from the border towns of Ogona and 
Tine. (United Nations High Commission for Refugees, 
Geneva, June 18) 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a. Teachers strike over non-payment of sala- 
ries: Teachers in the Comoros, June 28, threatened 
to continue strike action unless they received more 
than five months’ back payment. 


In response to a strike called by their union, more than 300 
educators across the country, failed to turn up for classes, June 
27, protesting against accumulated salary arrears. 
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The stay-away means that about 3,000 high school stuaenta. 


may not be able to write their final exams. 


“The last time we received a salary was in January, but 
despite this we have continued with our work. Now the teachers 
have had enough and we want the government to sort this mess 
out," the headmaster of Said Mohammed Cheik Secondary 
School, Akdorahim Said Bacar, said. 


On average, teachers in the impoverished country receive 
KMF150,000 (Comoran Francs) per month, about US $370. 
"Already the current salaries are not enough to sustain families, 
and over the last five months the situation has been made even 
worse. There have been complaints: from teachers that they 
cannot make ends meet - at times the taxi fare from their homes 
to school is too much for them,” Bacar said. 


The teachers’ union was prepared to negotiate, he said, but 
on condition that they received "at least one or two months’ 
payment immediately". (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg, June 28) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UN arrests political leaders in Ituri: The 
UN Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(MONUC) has arrested the leaders of two armed 
groups in the northeastern district of Ituri, according 
to the MONUC spokesman in Bunia, Rachel Eklou. 


The men, who were arrested, June 24, are Floribert Kisembo 
and Pitchou Iribi. Kisembo leads a faction of the Union des 
Patriotes Congolais (UPC, Union of Congolese Patriots), an 
armed group mainly composed of members of the Hema ethnic 
group. MONUC said Kisembo was still recruiting child soldiers. 


iribi is the acting president of the ‘Front des Nationalistes 
Intgrationnistes (FNI, Nationalist Integrationist Front), made up 
mostly of the Lendu people. Eklou said, June 25, that Iribi was 
arrested at the request of the state prosecutor and charged with 
criminal conspiracy. 


On May 14, the UPC and the FNI signed the Kinshasa Act 
of Commitment, under UN auspices. The agreement aims at 
ending the fighting and at disarming all combatants in ituri and 
reintegrating them into civilian life. 


Despite an end in 2002 of a five-year civil war, fighting 
continued in Ituri, Orientale Province, with different militia groups 
fighting for control of the mineral-rich district. Up to 50,000 people 
in the district have died in the fighting since 1999, and hundreds 
of thousands of others have been displaced, according the UN 
figures. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Kinshasa, June 29) 


{Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1382:a] 


b. Journalist released on bail after 20 days in 
detention: After 20 days in detention, Gustave 
Kalenga Kabanda, managing editor of the Kinshasa- 
based weekly La Flamme du Congo, was released, 
June 26, by order of the Kinshasa/Gombe High 
Court's public prosecutor. 
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The journalist posted bail of 20,000 Oongolese francs 
(approx. US$53). 


On June 7, Kalenga Kabanda was arrested at his residence 
in Kinshasa/Ngaliema by judicial police. He was taken to a 
detention centre in Kinshasa/Gombe. 


Jean-Pierre Bemba Gombo, one of the country’s four 
vice-presidents, accused the journalist of "residence violation” 
and spying- for unauthorised filming of construction at his 
residence in Gemena, a city located in the northern province of 
Equateur. Gemena is also home to the Congolese Liberation 
Movement, a former rebel group. 


Kalenga Kabanda led a team of seven other journalists 
who were covering, between May 29 and June 5, the return 
of Senator Jeannot Bemba Saolona to his hometown after a 
five-year absence. Bemba Saolona is Bemba Gombo's father. 
(Journaliste En Danger, Kinshasa, June 28) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1382:b] 


EGYPT 


a. Journalist sentenced to two years in prison 
for defaming minister: Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) has condemned a two-year prison sentence 
for defamation, handed down on June 16 to Ahmed 
Ezzedine, a correspondent with the weekly A/-Ous- 
bou. 


The verdict came despite President Hosni Mubarak’'s promise 
to introduce a parliamentary Bill that would end prison sentences 
for press offences. 


"We are dismayed. by the severity of this sentence, which 
comes after President Mubarak gave assurances that journalists 
would no longer be jailed," the organisation said. "Ezzedine's 
imprisonment, if it goes ahead, will mean dangerous delays for 
reforms promised by the highest offices. We ask the authorities 
to reconsider and suspend this verdict pending a parliamentary 
vote." 


Ezzedine was found guilty of defaming Deputy Prime Minister 
and Agriculture Minister Youssef Wali, after he accused the 
minister of "false testimony" ina June 23, 2003 article. Ezzedine 
was not summoned to the trial, which took place in his absence. 
He is thought to have gone into hiding, where he is expected to 
remain until the Criminal Code reform Bill has been introduced 
in Parliament and adopted. Currently, Ezzedine faces immediate 
imprisonment if he decides to appeal the June 16 verdict, as 
Egyptian law provides for imprisonment pending an appeal. 
(Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, June 17) 


CPJ protests journalist's jail sentence: The Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ) has protested the decision in the 
Criminal Court in Cairo to sentence Ahmed Ezzedine, a journalist 
with the independent weekly newspaper, to two years in prison. 


Ezzedine told CPJ that the court found him guilty of libeling 
Egypt's Deputy Prime Minister and Agriculture Minister, Youssef 
Wali. 
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The charge was based on an article he wrote in June 2003 


that accused Wali of falsely testifying at the trial of Maher . 


al-Guindy, the former governor of Giza who was found guilty of 
taking bribes in 2002. 

Ezzedine said that Wali filed suit against him immediately 
after the article was published. 

According to local journalists, the only remaining legal avenue 
available for Ezzedine is to appeal to Egypt's highest court. 


Journalists also said that Ezzedine is not behind bars yet 
because he did not attend the June 16 session, when the 
sentence was pronounced. But the journalist could be arrested 


any moment. According to press reports, the court fined Ezzedine | 


20,000 pounds (US$3,200). (international Freedom of Expres- 
sion Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, June 18) 


GUINEA 


a. Ethnic fighting forces UN to suspend 
activities: Two days of fighting between rival ethnic 
communities in Guinea's southeastern town of 
Nzerekore has forced UN agencies working with 
refugees in the surrounding area to suspend their 
operations temporarily, UN officials said, June 18. 


They said that the UN refugee agency UNHCR and the UN 
World Food Programme (WFP) had both suspended their 
operations there, June 18, fearing further trouble. 


There were disturbances in Nzerekore involving members of 
the Malinke and Guerze ethnic groups, June 16 and June 17, 
but a correspondent said the town appeared quiet at midday, 
June 18. No details of casualties were immediately available, 
she added. 


In Conakry, Jean-Marie Dore, leader of the opposition Union 
for the Progress of Guinea (UPG) party, who comes from the 
Nzerekore area, said he had received reports that between two 
and five pecple had died in the clashes. 


Local sources in- Nzerekore said the Guinean security 
forces had arrested a large number of people in the town, 
including many Liberians carrying guns. Some of these had 
been identified as members of the Liberians United for 
Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) rebel movement, they 
added. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Nzerekore, June 18) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. UN Security Council commends demo- 
cratic progress in. Guinea-Bissau: The United 
Nations Security Council, June 18, commended the 
- Government of Guinea-Bissau for completing a 
phase of the transitional process leading to the 2005 
presidential election, but said it was concerned 
about the country’s siructural weaknesses. 


"The Counci! expresses its satisfaction regarding progress 
made by national authorities towards restoring constitutional 


order,” especially the completion of the first phase of the’ 


transitional process by installing a new National Popular 
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Assembly and a new Government, the Council President for 
June, Ambassador Lauro L. Baja of the Philippines, said in a 
statement read in an open meeting. 


The transitional process was scheduled to end with presi- 
dential elections to be held by March 2005, he said. 


"The Security Council expresses, nonetheless, its concern 
with the fragility of the democratization process in Guinea-Bis- 
sau, due mainly to the country’s deep-rooted structural problems, 
including the weakness of State institutions and structures, as 
well as persistent economic and social crisis," he said. (UN News 
Service, New York, June 18) 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN Security Council threatens to impose 
sanctions: The UN Security Council took a strong 
line, June 24, in talks with Ivory Coast President 
Laurent Gbagbo, warning of consequences, includ- 
ing sanctions, should the peace process in the 
divided state remain at an impasse. 


"We will make no secret of the consequences should the 
government fail to implement" a peace pact signed in January 
2003 that has been trampled by spurts of violence and constant 
political bickering, Sichan Siv, a US envoy to the United Nations, 
said before the meeting with Gbagbo. 


Sanctions are "definitely on the books,” he added. The team, 
representing 14 of the 15 Security Council members, arrived.in 
Ivory Coast, June 22, from Ghana, where they kicked off an 
eight-day west African tour to promote "coherent policy-making” 
in the region wracked by more than a decade of war, Britain's 
UN ambassador Emyr Jones Parry said. Helping ivory Coast 
emerge from 20 months of crisis is a key priority of the whirlwind 
trip that also includes stops in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea and 
Guinea-Bissau before winding up in Nigeria. 


ivory Coast tumbled into chaos when a failed coup against 
Gbagbo in September 2002 spawned a civil war that split the 
country between the rebel-held north and the ferociously partisan 
south. Military hostilities have mostly ceased but new violence 
in the main city Abidjan has targeted foreign nationals, 
particularly those from former colonial power France, as well as 
the UN mission on the ground since April 4. (Vanguard, Lagos, 
June 25) 


World Bank freezes loans: The Worid Bank has halted the 
disbursement of further loans to Ivory Coast following the 
government's failure to pay off debt servicing arrears of $20.5 
milion, the bank said in a statement. 


Meanwhile, a spat between the Ivorian authorities and the 
UN peacekeeping operation in Ivory Coast has held up the 
launch of a UN radio station, which was due to go on the air 
soon, UN officials said. Both developments occured following 
President Laurent Gbagbo’s return from a private visit to the 
United States, during which he held a meeting with UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan, which failed to overcome the present logjam 
in Ivory Coast's blocked peace process. The two men met in 
New York on June 11, but UN sources in New York and Abidjan. 
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said little had been achieved at the meeting. Annan talked bluntly 
about the danger of Gbagbo's 17-month-old peace agreement 
with rebels occupying the north of the country falling apart, they 
added. 


"The $3 was pretty clear, pretty straight to him about the 
way things are going," one source said. He declined to give 
further details. Gbagbo returned to Abidjan, June 14, but since 
then he has not taken any fresh intitiatives to relaunch a political 
dialogue with the northern rebels and parliamentary opposition 
parties whe walked out of a broad-based government of national 
reconciliation three months ago. 


The World Bank announced, June 17, that it was cutting off 
further distursements to ivory Coast since accumulated arrears 
had gone unpaid for a period of 60 days up to June 15. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Abidjan, June 18) 


[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1383:a] 


LIBERIA 


a. Child protection pact signed: The Ministry 
of National Defence and the Christian Children Fund 
(CCF) signed a memorandum of understanding on 
child rights and protection at the Ministry of National 
Defence over the weekend, a report said, June 29. 


The signed agreement récognizes the importance of child 
rights, training for military personnel to ensure the welfare and 
protection of children due to increased violations of, children’s 
rights. Aczording to the signed agreement, Christian Children 
Fund will provide and conduct child rights and child protection 
training to commissioned and non-commissioned officers of the 
Armed Forces of Liberia. l 


The agreement states that the training shall be planned with 
the Ministry of Defence to ensure extensive coverage in the 
country and to include all relevant military units. 


The agreement is to continue until such time that the Ministry 
of National Defence successfully take on the management of the 
programme, establish a child protection office and to put in place 
a mechanism to ensure training in child rights and child protection 
as routine for officers of the armed forces of Liberia. (Analyst, 
Monrovia, June 29) 


MALAGASY 


a. Concern over recent attacks: Weekend 
grenade attacks at independence day celebra- 
tions and recent public demonstrations over 
spiralling inflation have sparked concern that the 
country sould face further instability, a report said 
on June 28. 


In recent months the giant Indian Ocean island has been 
rocked by a series of demonstrations over the soaring cost of 
living, and President Marc Ravalomanana’s government has 
. been the focus of growing frustration from army reservists 
demandinc better compensation for their role in the 2002 political 
crisis. According to one economist, inflation, stoked by rising oil 
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prices, had averaged 6.5 per cent in the first six months of the 
year and is predicted to reach 12 per cent by December. 


"The price hikes have become almost unbearable for the 
ordinary person. The government must step in to rectify this, or 
it might have to face growing discontent,” said Pepe Andri- 
anomanana, an economist based in the capital, Antananarivo. 


Meanwhile, Malagasy officials said, June 21, that investiga- 
tions were underway to find the culprits behind grenade attacks 
during independence day celebrations at the weekend. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, June 28) 


MALAWI 


a. Traditional leaders declare war against 
child labour: A combination of poverty and out- 
dated cultural practices have dashed the dreams of 
young boys and girls, who are forced to drop out: 
of school and seek manual labour in tobacco estates 
of northern and central regions. 


Irked by this state of affairs, traditional leaders in these 
regions have ordered parents to ensure that all children leave 
tobacco estates and go back to school. 


One of the chiefs, who is in the forefront of encouraging 
children to quit manual labour in tobacco estates is Chief 
Mpherembe of Mzimba. The traditional leader said it is a mockery 
of free primary education to let children work in estates and 
farms, when they can attain primary education at no cost. 


"| am annoyed to learn that soñe parents are forcing their 
children to work in estates and in some instances forcing them 
to get married, when we have schools around us," Chief 
Mpherembe said. Ministry of Labour community facilitator 
Chanky Mkandawire said the traditional leaders are justified to 
press for an end to child labour. She said child-labour has many 
disadvantages including creating a vicious circle of poverty 
through illiteracy. 


Mkandawire said over 2000 children are working in estates 
in northern Malawi. (Malawi Standard, Blantyre, June 23) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Dates for general election fixed: Mozam- 
bican President Joaquim Chissano has issued a 
decree fixing December 1 and 2, 2004, as the dates 
for the country’s third multi-party presidential and 
parliamentary elections. 


A press release from the president's office said that 
Chissano’s decision took into account that the elections must be 
held before the end of the year, and followed a proposal from 
the National Elections Commission (CNE). Meanwhile, the 
Electoral Administration Technical Secretariat (STAE), the elec- 
toral branch of the civil service, started to distribute civic 
education materials in preparation for voter registration. 


A STAE source, cited the issue of the daily paper Noticias, 
June 23, said that the materials will be distributed to the 
provincial capitals, which in turn will pass them down to the 
districts and to the civic education brigades. 
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Civic education suffered a setback due to the change in the 
dates of voter registration. Initially the updating of the electoral 
registers was scheduled to run between June 15 and June 30. 


But when the South African company hired to produce the 
registration materials was unable to deliver them on time, the 
dates had to be changed. Voter registration will now start, June 
28, and will continue until July 15. (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, June 23) 


{Background Info. Mozambique, page 1386:a] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Record quantity of dagga seized: Police 
officers from the Drug Law Enforcement Unit and 
the Serious Crime Unit set a new record, June 27, 
when they seized the largest single stash of 
cannabis in Namibia since Independence. 


Three people were arrested, June 27, after police officers 
discovered 301 kg of dagga - valued at some N$903 000 - ata 
house in Windhoek'’s Goreangab residential area, the unit 
commander of the Drug Law Enforcement Unit, Detective 
Inspector Barry de Klerk, announced, June 28. 


He said it was the biggest single quantity of dagga seized 
by the police in Namibia since Independence. A Namibian 
couple—a man aged 58 and his girlfriend aged 43—and a South 
African woman (36) were arrested. 


de Klerk said the dagga was found in 12 hessian bags that 
just about filled the house where the Police made their discovery. 
(Namibian, Windhoek, June 29) 


NIGER 


a. UK inquiry focus on uranium claim: The 
man charged with investigating British intelligence 
failures in the build-up to the Iraq war is focusing 
on Tony Blair’s assertion that Saddam Hussein 
ia : secure uranium from Niger, it was reported, 

une 27. 


The revelation that Lord Butler, the former Cabinet Secretary 
in charge of the inquiry, is homing in on this issue could cause 
problems for. Blair. 


The Prime Minister’s claim—which formed a key element in 
his justification for the invasion—was subsequently rejected by 
the US government, which concluded it was based on forged 
documents. Blair’s controversial September 2002 dossier stated 
that Iraq has sought ‘significant amounts of uranium from Africa’, 
widely understood to refer to Niger. 


Butler asked Mohamed E!Baradei, head of the IAEA, for 
information about meetings between Iraqi officials and the 
Government of Niger, the West African state from which it was 
claimed Hussein had tried to buy ‘yellow cake’ uranium ore. In 
the letter, sent a fortnight ago, Butler referred to ElBaradei's 
address to the UN Security Council on March 7, 2003. 


The US administration has apologized for including the Niger 
allegation in President Bush’s State of the Union address in 
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January 2004, but Blair has always refused to withdraw his claim, 
insisting that the UK had ‘separate intelligence’ about Iraq's quest 
for uranium. (Guardian, London/Hindu, Madras, June 28) 


[Background Info. Niger, page 1112:a] 
NIGERIA 


a. 36 policemen arrested, paraded: Nemesis 
caught up with 36 corrupt policemen in Lagos State 
recently when they were arrested at various loca- 
tions in the state for collecting bribes, it was 
reported, June 28. 


A team of policemen from the Inspector-General of Police 
Monitoring Unit led by a Superintendent of Police, Ibadin, made 
the arrests. 


A total of about N26,000 squeezed notes were recovered 
from them. Arrested alongside the corrupt cops were some 
Officials of the Federal Road Safety Commission (FRSC) and a 
civilian. 

Some of the extortionists arrested in Ikorodu, Alakuko, Apapa 
and Ogba areas were identified as Raymond Uka, Adeyemi 
Isaac, Saliu Nojeem, Emmanuel Ikwenuka, Omono Ozuegbe, 
Obutu Aniyom, Lawrence, Tajudeen Oyeniyi and Sunday Umoh. 


Also paraded before journalists at the Police Officers’ mess, 
by the state police boss, Israel Ajao, were suspected armed 
bandits, including a woman who allegedly specialised in illegal 
arms deal. 


Commenting on the arrests, Ajao vowed to rid the state of 
notorious criminals who parade themselves as policemen. He 
also vowed to chase away all armed bandits operating in the 
state within a short time. He said the arrest and parade of corrupt 
policemen would be a continuous exercise until only the sane 
ones remain in the Force. 


"Why they should allow N20 to destroy their years of service 
in the Force is baffling," the police boss exclaimed. (P M News, 
Lagos, June 28) 


RWANDA 


a. UN tribunal jails former Rwandan mayor 
for 30 years for genocide: The United Nations war 
crimes tribunal for the 1994 Rwandan genocide, 
June 17, sentenced a former Rwandan mayor to 30 
years in jail after convicting him of charges of 
genocide and crimes against humanity. 


Three judges of the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda (ICTR), sitting in Arusha, Tanzania, unanimously 
convicted Sylvestre Gacumbitsi, the former bourgmestre of 
Rusumo commune in Rwanda’s southeast, for his role in the 
genocide there in April 1994. Gacumbitsi had pleaded not guilty 
to all charges. 


The judges found that, between April 7 and 14, Gacumbits— 
who was a member of the ruling Hutu political party - held 
meetings with military leaders and members of the Interahamwe 
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militias, cistributed weapons to these groups and organized 
meetings during which he incited participants to kill Tutsis. 


Presicing Judge Andresia Vaz of Senegal, Jai Ram Reddy 
of Fiji and Sergei Alekseevich Egorov of the Russian Federation 
found Gazumbitsi responsible for the massacre of as many as 
20,000 Tutsis who took shelter in Nyarubuye church. (UN News 
Service, New York, June 17) 


DRC Troops to restore order, disarm Hutu rebels: Loyal 
army trocps in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
will help disarm, demobilise and repatriate Rwandan Hutu 
militants implicated in the 1994 Rwandan genocide, DRC 
government spokesman Kudura Kasongo said, June 23, in 
Kinshasa. 


He said President Josaph Kabila had vowed to take action 
against the armed groups and that government troops would 
support tre UN force in that effort. The armed groups are largely 
remnants of Rwanda’s old army, known as the ex-FAR, and the 
Interaharwe militia who were both responsible for the genocide. 


MONUC chief of public information Patricia Tome said at 
least 11,000 foreign ex-combatants had already been disarmed 
under the MONUC-supported processes. "The majority of the 
disarmed fighters were Rwandan,” she said. 


Congolese troops had already been sent to the east to put 
down a revolt by dissident soldiers that began on May 26, 
Kasongo said. 


“The croop deployments are also intended to improve the 
security situation for the civilian population, and restore govern- 
ment aufhority in the region.” he added. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, June 24) 


‘Nsengiyumva ordered the killing of Tutsi women’: A 
prosecution witness in the ‘Military 1° trial involving four former 
senior officials of the Rwandan army (Ex-FAR), June 28, told the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) that the former 
army commander of Gisenyi region, Lieut Col Anatole Nsengi- 
yumva, gave orders for Tutsi women to be killed in Gisenyi in 
1994. 


The witness code-named DCH to protect his identity was 
being cross-examined by Nsengiyumva’'s lead defence counsel 
Kennedy Ogetto of Kenya. DCH testified that "Nsengiyumva, 
who was armed with a pistol, gave instructions ordering 
Interaharwe to take four Tutsi women to commune rouge". The 
Interaharwe militia are seen by experts as the leading forces 
behind the massacres in the 1994 genocide in which around one 
million people were killed. 


The witness said that while people were chanting extermi- 
nation songs, the Lieut Col had interrupted the evacuation of 
Zairean residents. The witness recalled that "Nsengiyumva took 
the identiiy cards of four women and handed them to Intera- 
hamwe” adding that, “shortly afterwards he heard gun shots, the 
womem never returned and an Interahamwe returned with their 
luggage and jewellery. (Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, 
June 28) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1386:a] 
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5. Kabila, Kagame agree on steps to end 
tensions: President Joseph Kabila of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo and his Rwandan coun- 
terpart, Paul Kagame, agreed, June 25, to take 
immediate steps to calm tension on their common 
border that has sparked fears of another war in the 
Great Lakes. 


After three hours of talks mediated by President Olusegun 
Obasanjo in the Nigerian capital, Abuja, both countries resolved 
to set up "a joint verification mechanism” to investigate activities 
on their frontiers and adhere to the terms of the 2002 peace 
agreement signed in Pretoria; South Africa. 


“We agreed to take measures to carry out verification to 
prove or disprove whatever may have been alleged,” Kagame 
told journalists, referring to recent outbreaks of fighting in eastern 
DRC allegedly involving Rwandan militias. i 


Rwanda has denied assisting the dissident forces and has 
asked that the African Union and United Nations send monitors 
into the region. 


No further details were given about the joint verifi cation 
mechanism, though Kagame did reiterate his call for international 
assistance in the interests of finding a lasting solution. (UN 
integrated Regional Information Networks, Abuja, June 25) 


SAHARAWI ARAB DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


a. Polisario releases 100 prisoners after EU 
request: One hundred Moroccan prisoners of war, 
some of them in captivity for more than 20 years, 
have been released by the Polisario movement 
fighting for the independence of Western Sahara, 
European Union officials said. 


The prisoners, whose release was confirmed in an EU 
statement issued, June 21, were captured during a 16-year 
guerrilla campaign which the Polisario waged against Moroccan 
forces. 


Morocco moved into Western Sahara after Spain withdrew 
from the colony in 1975. Ireland, current holder of the EU 
presidency, had been pressuring the Polisario to hand over more 
prisoners. Human Rights Minister, Tom Kitt, flew to the town of 
Tindouf in southwestern Algeria this week to meet the freed 
captives. 


"| am delighted to be here today to bear witness to the release 
of these prisoners which can only be seen as a positive step 
forward by the Polisario," Kitt said in the statement. 


"I call on all sides to build on this constructive development 
without further delay, with a view to the early release of all 
remaining prisoners and the resolution of other outstanding 
issues of importance to Polisario and the A of Morocco,” 
he added. 


Since a 1991 UN-brokered ceasefire took.effect, the Polisario 
has released most of its prisoners of war but 514 remain in 
captivity. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Dakar, June 22) 
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SIERRA LEONE 


a. UN helicopter carrying 24 aid workers 
crashes, no survivors: A United Nations -mission 
helicopter carrying about two dozen people from 
Hastings to Yengema in Sierra Leone crashed into 
a hillside, June 29, with no survivors. 


Reacting to the tragedy, Secretary-General Kofi Annan sent 
condolences to the families of the victims and paid tribute to all 
who have lost their lives in this and other peacekeeping missions, 
UN spokesperson Marie Okabe said in New York. The Russian 
MI-8 aircraft carried at least 21 passengers of the UN Mission 
in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) as well as non-UN workers. Three 
pilots were also on board, Ms. Okabe said. The UN has launched 
an investigation into the cause of the crash. A UNAMSIL rescue 
helicopter was dispatched to the area, but because of the bad 
terrain was forced to land three kilometres away from the crash 
site. (UN News Service, New York, June 29) 


SOMALIA 


a. Annan calls on leaders to meet July 
reconciliation deadline: United Nations Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan has called on Somali leaders 
to show the political will needed to agree on 
procedures for the establishment of a transitional 
federal government by. the end of July, a deadline 
set by East Africa's Intergovernmental Authority on 
Development (IGAD). 


The active engagement of the UN Security Council and the 
putting in place of the Arms Embargo Monitoring Group could 
provide much-needed support for peace and national reconcili- 
ation, he said in a new report. 


"The two-month timeframe, given by the IGAD Ministers to 
conclude the conference, places extraordinary pressure on the 
Somali parties and the region," Annan said. 


"Somali leaders have until the end of July to reach agreement 
on several contentious issues and form an inclusive transitional 
federal government for Somalia. It is incumbent upon them to 
demonstrate the necessary political will and make difficult 
decisions," he said. Those Somali politicians, businessmen and 
faction leaders who have established armed control over their 
fiefdoms "continue to demonstrate a lack of vision and political 
will to a positive dialogue for peace” and to enhance national 
reconciliation and development, he said. 


This could make the task of helping to implement any 
agreement in Somalia particularly challenging, Annan said. (UN 
News Service, New York, June 18) 


b. Journalists create press freedom monitor- 
ing network: For the first time in Somalia, press- 
freedom violations will be systematically 
documented and reported, thanks to efforts by the 
Somali branch of the Eastern Media Institute 
(EAMI-S) and support from the Danish. agency, 
International Media Support (IMS). 
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EAMI-S has formed a network of five correspondents who - 
will report on press-freedom violations in Somalia, beginning in 
the capital, Mogadishu. 


The initiative arose out-of a successful four-day seminar 
EAMI-S conducted on May.15 in Mogadishu. With funding from 
IMS, 23 participants at the seminar learned how to gather, 
compile and report violations using the action alert format 
pioneered by the International Freedom of Expression exchange 


(IFEX). Before the formation of this group there was no 


systematic gathering on information relating to press freedom 
violations in Somalia, EAMI-S said. EAMI-S said it plans to look 
for opportunities to expand the monitoring network to cover 
Southern Regions as well as the Puntland Autonomous Region 
in Northeastern Somalia, where relations between media and 
local government are tense. (International Freedom of Expres- 
sion Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, June 29) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Winnie Mandela appeals against sentence: 
Ms Winnie Mandela went to court with cheering 
supporters, June 21, to appeal against a fraud 
conviction. 


The 67-year-old ex-wife of former South African President 
Nelson Mandela, whose political star has dimmed amid repeated 
legal troubles, was sentenced to a total of five years in prison 
in 2003 for fraud involving bogus banks loans. The court said 
it expected Ms Mandela, considered, by some to be an 
anti-apartheid heroine, to spend at least eight months behind 
bars, with the rest served through correctional supervision. 


Both Ms Mandela and her broker Adi Moolman, who was 
also found guilty and sentenced to jail in the case, maintained 
their innocence and have been freed on bail pending appeal. 


Ms Mandela resigned from parliament and abandoned her 
political career after her conviction, but. remains extremely 
popular among poor black South Africans. On June 21, vocal 
group of supporters whooped and cheered as Ms Mandela, 
accompanied by her daughter and several bodyguards, arrived 
at the Pretoria High Court. 


"Winnie, we'll always be with you," a group-of young men 
chanted. Ms Mandela’s lawyer Ishmael Semenya told the court 


_ his client was not motivated by personal gain when she signed 


letters seeking bank loans for bogus employees of the ANC 
Women’s League, (Asian Age, New Delhi, June 21) 


{Background Info. South Africa, page 1039:b] 


SUDAN 
a. UN human rights expert fears many deaths 


-in Darfur: The number of black Africans killed by 


Arab militias in the Darfur region of Sudan is “bound 
to be staggering," a United Nations human rights 
expert said, June 29. 


She called on the Sudanese Government to end the culture 
of impunity for those committing human rights abuses in the 
region. Briefing reporters in New York after completing a 13-day 
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tour of Sudan earlier, Asma Jahangir, the Special Rapporteur on 
extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, said there was 
no doubt that Khartoum had sponsored, armed or recruited the 
so-called Janjaweed Arab militias. 


in May, two UN human rights fact-finding reports said the 
Janjaweec and other militias allied to the Government had 


committed numerous human rights violations in Darfur, including 


murders, tapes and the looting and destruction of villages. 


Ms. Jahangir said that during her visit, "nearly every third or 
fourth family" she spoke to in the camps for internally displaced 
people (ICPs) within Darfur had lost a relative to the militias. 


"It's very hard to say [accurately] how many people have 
been killed,” she said, but interviews with IDPs indicated it 
would be “quite a large number They are bound to be 
staggering." (UN News Service, New York, June 29) 


UK Helocaust Centre halts for Darfur: The UK Holocaust 
Centre near Nottingham came to a halt, June 25, to make a 
statement about the threat of genocide in Darfur, western 
Sudan. 


Staff end visitors gathered in the centre’s memorial hall to 
hear statements from a survivor of the Holocaust, a survivor of 
the genocide in Rwanda and an exile from Darfur. 


It is tha first time since the Holocaust Centre opened in 1995 
that such an action has been taken. It was created as a memorial 
to the six million Jews murdered by the Nazis between 1939 and 
1945. The museum and gardens are open to the public and five 
hundred students visit the centre each week. 


Following the lead of the United States Holocaust Museum 
in Washington, which also came to a standstil, June 25, the UK 


centre, known as Beth Shalom, has said that it must make a 


clear statement about the killing In Darfur. 


The cantre founder, Stephen Smith, said that the memorial 
exisis to -emind us that every life counts. No one deserves to 
be killed because of who they are. We learn from the Holocaust 
that wher people are under threat of genocide we cannot stand 
by and sey nothing. 


The world was silent about the murder of six million Jews in 
Europe under the Nazis. We did not save people in Rwanda, 
when we could have. Now we must speak out, and act, for the 
people in Darfur. (UK Holocaust Centre, Nottingham, June 25) 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1388:a} 


b. No amnesty for Kony: Joseph Kony, the 
leader of the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) rebels 
and his senior commanders will not benefit from the 
amnesty soon to be announced. 


The Uganda Peopel’s Defence Forces (UPDF) northern 
spokesperson, Lt Paddy Ankunda, who was briefing NGOs 
operating in Gulu on the general security situation in northern 
and east2rn Uganda and southern Sudan recently, said the 
international court would prosecute top LRA leadership for war 
crimes against humanity. . 


He said the UPDF in Southern Sudan had been withdrawn 
towards the Uganda border at Aruu junction following the expiry 
on May 31 of a military protocol signed by Uganda and Sudan, 
allowing UPDF to pursue LRA rebels in Sudan. 


"We hope defence minister Amama Mbabazi will seek: an > 
extension of the protocol to allow UPDF pursue the rebels in 
southern Sudan and even to allow us have joint military operation 
against the LRA so as to force Kony to talk peace or surrender,” 
he said. He said the security situation was generally calm with 
high concentration of the rebel commanders in Gulu and Pader 
districts. (New Vision, Kampala, June 30) 


SWAZILAND 


a. Pro-democracy groups slam Mswati’s con- 
ference: Swaziland’s pro-democracy groups have 
dismissed as pointless a two-day national dialogue 
on developmental issues hosted by King Mswati Ill, 
sub-Saharan Africa’s last absolute monarch, a 
report said, June 30. 


About 1,000 guests participated in discussing rural develop- 
ment, the economic empowerment of indigent Swazis and other 
issues chosen by the king, but the event was boycotted by labour 
unions, and the legal fraternity took issue with Mswati’s 
credentials for convening such a meeting. 


"A national dialogue should be a forum for expressing the 
vision of the country, and resolving. issues of national conflict, 
but such a forum is sheer hypocrisy if the convener [Mswati] 
does not accept the fundamental principles of good governance 
and accountability. Democratic dialogue cannot take place in the 
absence -of the rule of law. Give us bread, not cake!” said the 
Law Society of Swaziland in a press statement. 


The Swaziland Federation of Trade Unions (SFTU) stayed 
away from the event. "This is just a talk shop for the elite, held 
at the country’s top hotel, and costing Lilangeni 1 million [about 
US $163,000] for a day," said SFTU secretary-general Jan 
Sithole. 


. He said the majority of Swazis-were not in a position to 
participate in the dialogue and would not be affected by the 
outcome. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Mbabane, June 30) 


[Background Info. Swaziland, page 1306:a} 


TANZANIA 


a. UN refugee agency opens new border 
crossing: The Office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) announced, June 22, the 
opening of a fourth crossing on the Burundian and 
Tanzanian border. 


The crossing, from the Kigoma area in Tanzania to the 
Burundian province of Makamba, is the first such UNHCR border 
facility to be established in southern Burundi. The opening marks 
an expansion of a repatriation programme for Burundian 
refugees in Tanzania. Since the beginning of 2004, at least 
52,000 refugees have returned home from Tanzanian camps. . 
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This brings the total number of repatriations to 188,000 since . 


the operations began in 2002, UNHCR said. 


UNHCR reported that its officials and those of the Burundian 
and Tanzanian governments would, June 23, hold their eighth 
tripartite meeting to review the repatriation operation. The 
meeting will also serve to evaluate the implementation of 
recommendations from earlier tripartite meetings, UNHCR 
added. 


As a test run for future operations, UNHCR had on June 1 
launched twice weekly repatriation convoys through the 
Makamba border centre. Some 500 refugees left the Mtabila 
refugee camp in Tanzania destined for the Mabanda transit 
centre in Makamba. 


The Mtabila camp is currently host to approximately 61,830 
Burundian refugees. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, June 23) l 


TOGO 


a. Opposition leader escapes being lynched: 
The Lomi Central Police are investigating the 
circumstances surrounding an attack on Harry 
Octavianus Olympio, leader of the small RSDD 
- Opposition party, by supporters of the rival CAR 
Party led by Lawyer Yawovi Agboyibo which has 
left seven persons injured in Lomi. 


The irate crowd burst on Harry Olympio as he left the court 
premises at the Palace de Justice in Lomi for his car after the 
presiding Judge adjourned a case in which Lawyer Yawovi 
Agboyibo hac filed a legal suit for defamation against Harry 
Olympio, a report said, June 22. 


Olympio must have counted himself lucky as he stepped on 
the accelerator of his car to escape being lynched by the hostile 
crowd as they surged forward to attack him. As Harry Olympio 
tried to speed away, the hostile crowd booed and heoted him. 
Quite a few seconds later, the crowd attacked him with a hail of 
stones. 


Violent skirmishes then broke out between supporters of 
Harry Olympio, who tried to protect their leader, and his attackers. 


During the resultant skirmishes the windscreen of Harry 
Olympio’s car was badly damaged, but he managed to speed 
out of the court premises to seek protection at the Lomi Central 
Police, where he later lodged an official complaint. (Ghanaian 
Chronicle, Accra, June 22) 


TUNISIA 


a. Roadmap for information summit: The first 
preparatory meeting (PrepCom |) for the Tunis 
phase of the World Summit on Information Society 
(WSIS), held in Hammamet in Tunisia at the 
weekend, has agreed on a roadmap for the Tunisian 
leg of.the WSIS, a report said, June 28. 


Broad agreement was reached on the issues that should 
form the focus of the Tunis Summit and the structure of the 
preparatory process for the second phase was also decided 
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upon. Some 425 delegates representing 127 gavernments and 
the European Community, 272 observers from 113 organisations 
representing civil society and a further 71 observers from 33 
international organisations attended the meeting. 


The meeting, led by Janis Karklins of Latvia who was elected 
president of PrepCom, concluded that the Tunis Summit was to 
be action-oriented. "What is now needed is to define some of 
the broad goals and hammer out the specifics that will translate 
them into measurable results, so we should aim for this to be a 
summit of solutions," said Karklins, 


The aim of PrepCom I was to define the issues of the 
Information Society that should form the focus of the Tunis 
Summit, the shape the outcome of the Tunis Summit should 
take, and the way to reach the goals set in the Geneva Action 
Plan. (ITWeb, Johannesburg, June 28) 


UGANDA 


a. Second Referendum Act overturned: The 
Constitutional Court has declared invalid the second 
Referendum Act under which the June 29, 2000 
referendum on political systems was held and the 
Movement system adopted. 


The court, June 25, unanimously ruled that the law that 
formed the basis for the referendum was null and void because 
the way it was enacted by Parliament was in kangaroo style and 
violated the Constitution. 


The court made the judgements in a ruling on a June 22, 
2000 petition by Democratic Party leaders, Paul Ssemogerere 
and Zachary Olum, who complained that the enactment of the, 
political systems referendum law "denied political parties their 
constitutional right to participate in the referendum to choose a 
political system under Article 271 but instead instituted the 
‘Movement’ as the only recognised political system." 


Excited DP members including Ssemogerere, John Baptist 
Kakooza, Leander Komakech, Joseph Balikuddembe, Erias 
Lukwago, Sebuliba Mutumba (Kawempe South), Casiano Wadri 
(Terego), and others hugged one another in excitement after the 
ruling. Also present was the Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
resident chief, Wolfgang Hilberer. In five judgements delivered, 
June 25, Justices Galdino Okello, Alice Mpagi-Bahigeine, 
George Engwau, Amos Twinomujuni and Christine Kitumba also 
declared the Referendum (Political Systems) Act 2000, null and 
void. (New Vision, Kampala, June 26) 


Museveni rejects referendum ruling: President Yoweri 
Museveni, June 27, rejected the Constitutional Court ruling that 
nullified the 2000 referendum, saying the government will not 
accept the contents of the ruling. 


“The Government will not allow any authority including the 
courts to usurp people’s power in anyway. We shall not accept 
this. It will not happen. This is absurd and unacceptable,” the 
President said in a Radio and TV address to the nation. 


The five judges of Constitutional Court, June 25, annulled 
the Referendum (Political System) Act 2000 and the June 29, 
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2000 referendum because Parliament did not- follow the Consti- 
tutional procedure when enacting the Act. Court also ruled that 
no other mandatory referendum can be held, because Article 
271 of the Constitution that provided for the referendum was not 
complied with and had expired, rendering Article 74 that should 
have been activated for the purpose of changing into another 
political system redundant. 


Generel Museveni said a closer look at the ruling reveals an 
absurdity and shocks the common sense. The President said 
under the 2000 Referendum, Ugandans exercised their right to 
choose a political system. He said these rights are not given to 
the people by the judges. (Monitor, Kampala, June 28) 

b. UPDF kills 16 rebels: Sixteen Lord’s Resis- 
tance Army (LRA) rebels, including an unidentified 
lieutenarit, were shot dead by the UPDF 79th 
Battalion, June 21, in Gulu district. 


The army's northern spokesman, Lt Paddy Ankunda, said 


the rebels were routed north of Guru-guru internally displaced 
people's camp in Amuru sub-county in the Kilak hills, as they 
were re-grouping to attack the camp. 


Ankunca said the UPDF troops, commanded by Lt. Col. Isaac 
Ndyamuba, were supported by a helicopter gunship. Five rifles 
were recovered. 


"Our forces are still combing the battle ground because we 
expect mose dead bodies at the scene," he said. Ankunda said 
the genera: security situation in northern Uganda and southern 
Sudan was calm, 


He said the rebels were attacking the camps to get food for 
‘their boss, Joseph Kony, who is camped in Nisitu, southern 
Sudan. He said over the weekend, they killed five rebels out of 
a group sent by Kony to loot food from some tribes in southern 
Sudan. 


On Juna 18, the rebels ambushed a pick-up truck near Aswa 
Bridge and killed six passengers. Nine were admitted in St. 
Mary's Hospital, Lacor in Gulu district. 


Ankunda said the army would ensure all people living in the 
camps are protected against the rebels who have caused 
mayhem in the region for at least 17 years. (New Vision, 
Kampala, tune 22) 


Army gets 200 guns from rebels: The UPDF has recovered 
200 guns fom the rebels of the Lords Resistance Army since 
the rebels entered the country in March 2003. 


This wes revealed recently by the Commanding Officer 4th 
Division; Col. Nathan Mugisha, while talking to the press in Gulu. 


Mugisha said most of the guns recovered were "old" and 
"rusty," an Indication that the rebels were running out of fresh 
supplies. He appealed to Ugandans not to "lament and apportion 
blame" on why the war was still on but rather to "unite and join 
hands in the fight against the terrorists." 


Mugisha asked the press to give the LRA a media blackout 
as a contribution to the fight. (Monitor, Kampala, June 22) 


[Backgrounc Info. Uganda, page 1390:a] 
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ZAMBIA 


a. Coup plotters released: The Zambian gov- 
ernment released 14 coup plotters recently after ` 
they completed their commuted sentences at Muk- 
obeko Maximum Prison in Kabwe, about 150 
kilometres north of the capital, Lusaka. 


President Levy Mwanawasa, an anti-death penalty advocate, 
commuted the death sentenoes of 22 convicted plotters to prison 
sentences in May. 


The 14 junior soldiers were convicted for their role in a foiled 
1997 military coup against then President Frederick Chiluba. 
They were released after serving one-third of their 10-year prison 
sentences. 


"These 14 have completed their terms after the presidential 
pardon, hence their release," said senior prisons officer Mukosha 
Silwamba. The mastermind of the failed coup, Captain Jack Chiti, 
was released recently on humanitarian grounds. He has been 
diagnosed with cancer. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Lusaka, June 30) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. New anti-corruption legislation “‘unconsti- 
tutional’: The new anti-corruption legislation, which 
formalises regulations allowing Zimbabwean police 
to hold suspects accused of economic crimes for 
up to four weeks without bail is “unconstitutional”, 
human rights activists said, June 25. 


The Criminal Procedure and Evidence Amendment Bill went 
through parliament, despite opposition from some ruling ZANU- 
PF MPs. President Robert Mugabe had already used his 
extraordinary powers to decree the provisions. of the Bill in 
February. 


The amendment enables the police to detain people 
suspected of committing economic crimes, including corruption, 
money laundering and illegal dealing in foreign exchange and 
gold, for up to a week. The police can aiso hold suspects for a 
further 21 days if prima facie evidence of their involvement is 
produced, without giving them the option of applying for bail or 
paying a fine. 


"The legislation violates the Bill of Rights enshrined in the 
Zimbabwean constitution. Even the parliamentary legal commit- 
fee had given an adverse report on the legisiation, despite which 
it has. gone through parliament," said John Makumbe, a political 
science lecturer at the University of Zimbabwe and chairman of 
Transparency International in Zimbabwe. (UN Integrated Re- 
gional Information Networks, Johannesburg, June 25) 


b. Paradza sues Mahoso, MIC: Beleaguered 
politician and publisher Kindness Paradza, June 18, 
filed an urgent court application to get his newspa- 
per, The Tribune, back on the streets. 


The Tribune was closed recently by the Media and Informa- 
tion Commission (MIC) on the grounds that there had been 
irregularities in the change of ownership of the paper. 


R.N.I. No. DELENG/2000/891 
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The closure came after a series of attacks on Paradza, a 
former journalist and now Zanu-PF MP for Makonde, in the state 
media accusing him of collaborating with directors of Associated 
Newspapers of Zimbabwe, publishers ‘of the currently banned 
Daily News, and criticising governments media laws in his 
maiden speech to parliament. 


Paradza is the major shareholder in Mayzone Investments 
which bought Africa Tribune Newspapers (ATN) - publishers of 
The Tribune—from UKI Investments in March. He is viewed as 
having fallen victim to the current power struggle in the upper 
echelons of Zanu-PF which has seen unprecedented attacks on 
senior Zanu-PF officials in the pages of the official press. 


Paradza, June 18, filed an urgent High Court application 
seeking interim relief to be allowed to publish. 


The paper's group operations director Nevanji Madanhire 
said the paper would be published as soon as the interim relief 
had been granted. 


Paradza., together with four co-directors, filed the suit against 
the MIC and its chairman, Tafataona Mahoso. (Zimbabwe 
Independent, Harare, June 19) 


REGIONAL 


a. Agreement to give African researchers 
access to technologies: A memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) signed, June 21, by the US 
and the African Agricultural Technology Foundation 
(AATF) will give farmers in Africa access to existing 
agricultural technologies, J.B. Penn, U.S. under 
A for farm and roreagn agricultural services 
sai 


The MOU, signed. by Penn and Mpoko Bokanga, AATF 
executive director, will make available U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) research, Penn said in a June 21 press 
briefing following the signing in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. 


It also will promote exchange programmes between agricul- 
tural researchers in the United States and in Africa, he said. The 
agreement will help AATF negotiate with companies to make 
licensed and copyrighted technologies more easily available to 
African researchers, said Bokanga at the briefing. 


The AATF will then be responsible for local monitoring of 
these agreements to ensure the technologies are being appro- 
priately usec, he said. 

Under the MOU both USDA and AATF will establish effective 
procedures for disseminating technology information to public 
and private researchers in Africa, Bokanga said. The agreement 
is a clear “sign of support" by the United States for agricultural 
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development in Africa, said Burkina Faso Minister Salif Diallo at 
the briefing. (United States Department of State, Washington, 
DC, June 21) 


b.. Delegates finalise details ahead of AU 
summit: African delegates gathered in Ethiopia 
behind closed doors finalised reports ahead of the 
African Union-summit scheduled for June 30. 


They were busy adding final details to reports including one 
on the Pan African Parliament (PAP) Budget as well as experts’ 
report on the relations between the AU Commission and regionai 
economic communities. On the summit sidelines, women 
activists and lobby groups finalised their action plan to chart the 
way for their involvement in AU structures especially in conflict 


- resolution and management, poverty, HIV and AIDS as well as 
_ women rights programmes. 


Women discusssed, among others, what they call gender 
justice and accountability in peace support operation that 
includes documented cases of human rights abuses. 


They argued that their involvement in the peaceful conflict 
resolution would save Africa millions of dollars in refugee 
maintenance, medical treatment to women, children and soldiers 
injured during war. 


Meanwhile, the annual summit is expected to decide which 
country will host the summit; a decision South Africa hopes will 
be made in its favour. (BuaNews, Pretoria, June 29) 


c. Dakar hosts first Pan-African summit: 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 
the Global Peace Initiative of Women and the UN 
Millennium Goals Campaign, are jointly organising 
a Pan-African Youth Leadership Summit in Dakar, 
senegal from June 27 to 30. : 


The event is being organised as part of the Africa 2015 
campaign to focus world attention on the Millennium Develop- 
ment Goals, adopted by the United Nations in 2000, two of which 
are - reducing poverty and hunger by half and reversing the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. The summit, which is being supported by 
the Government of Senegal, will help to mobilize young people 
throughout the continent and the diaspora to meet the great 
challenges with which Africa is confronted. 


The theme of the Summit is "Providing a Global Platform for 
Africa's Next Generation of Leaders in Achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals” and will bring together more than 100 youth 
leaders young men and women from 18 to 30 years old and 
representatives of youth organizations from all over the continent 
to exchange ideas and experiences, network and share propos- 
als on how to achieve the Goals. (This Day, Lagos, June 24) 
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ALGERIA 7 BENIN 
a. Al-Jazeera’s activities suspended: Report- a. US$45 million WB credit for electricity 


ers Without Borders (RSF) has strongly condemned | sector: The World Bank board, July 6, approved.” 


the Algrian authorities decision to “temporarily | an International Development Association (IDA) 


freeze" the Arabic satellite channel Al-Jazeera’s hi : 
activities in Algeria and called for an immediate lela ose TOON: SOP SXPaNGNg ne Power 


lifting of the ban. er A : 
EER : ie 7 The credit wili fund a plan to rehabilitate, reinforce and 
This „unfair decision amounts to nothing more than censor- 


ship," said RSF. "This is the first time for more than ten years si ictal asian Pn aii T ROND: , _ 

that a foreign television channel in Algeria has been banned from The Benin Electricity Services Delivery Project, as it is 
covering news in this way." known, will ensure the financial sustainability of the power sector 
in Benin. It will involve the private sector in partnership with the 
and appears to sound a warning to all foreign media in Algeria, public sector and expand the contribution of the power sector 


particulary in light of the conflict between the authorities and to economic growth and improvement a the quality of life. 
Algeria’s privately-owned press, which has been going on for A second component of the project will ensure the expansion 
months," said RSF. "This latest escalation raises fears of a further of power lines to provide electricity to several towns presently 
drift towards repression by the government following the supplied by diesel generating units and 93 villages not yet 
re-election of President Abdelaziz Bouteflika." electrified. This includes 35 villages along the right-of-way of the 
On June 30, the Culture and Communications Ministry told | transmission lines, ensuring (by project completion) an electrifi- 
Mohamed Daho,.Al-Jazeera’s correspondent in Algiers, that his | Cation rate in Benin of about 30 per cent, from the current 
activities were frozen “until further notice”. The official reason | electrification rate of about 22 per cent. (World Bank, Wash- 


given was that a reorganisation of the work of foreign | ‘#gfon, DC, July 7) 


"This latest attack on press freedom is extremely worrying 


correspondents was in progress. RSF expressed surprise that b. Police rescue Togolese girls smuggled in 
this reorganisation only affected the Qatari-based television to work as servants: Police in Benin said , July 9, 
channel. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, July 1) they had rescued eight young Togolese girls, who 
[Background Info. Algeria, page 1393:a] had been trafficked into the country to work as 


domestic servants. 


ANGOLA eth, The girls, aged between eight and 12 were presented at a 

a. Over 141, 000 refugees return home: / Aboit. ` “press conference. They said they came from Vogan district, 150 

141,18) Angolan refugees have returned: tó their | km northeast of Togolese capital Lome and their parents had 

home-land, from the neighbouring Republics of | ‘entrusted them to Solande Noumakpo, a Togolese woman, who 

Zambia, Namibia and Congo (DR), since June 20, said she would find them summer jobs as domestic servants in 
2003 under the repatriation process. the Beninese economic capital Cotonou. 

According to a press note released by the United Nations “Our parents sent us to serve in Beninese households until 


High Conmissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), from this number mid- September", Chantal Dovi, one of the girls, told reporters. 
around 46,000 have returned under the organised voluntary "That would allow us to earn some money to pay for next year’s 


~ 


repatriation programme and 38,300 through spontaneous way. school fees and books," she added. 

The note further stated thaf.on July 2 and July 3, over 130 in Cotonou girl servants can expect to earn 10,000 CFA 
refugees reached the country, coming from Congo's Nkondo and | (US$20) per month, twice what they would earn in their own 
Kilueca districts. - country. Police inspector Antoine Lawson said Noumakpo had 


From Zambia, about 1,728 refugees have returned to been arrested and handed over to the Beninese section of 
Cazomb> east Moxico province since May 2004. From Namibia's | Interpol, while the children would be sent back to the Togolese 
Osire camp, around 240 refugees had been repatriated to their | authorities. 


homes i1 southern Cuando-Kubango province, and 625 others Child trafficking is widespread in West Africa, with children 
returned to the province of Cunene and its outskirts. (Angola | from poorer countries in the region often moving to the relatively 
Press Agency, Luanda, July 12) prosperous states such as Ivory Coast, the world’s largest cocoa 


[Backgrcund info. Angola, page 1393:a} producer, and oil-producing Nigeria and Gabon. 


1406 


Child traffickers often take children with the consent of their 
parents who are given money, gifts or promises that their son 
or daughter will be given a job or taught a trade. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Cotonou, July 9) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Court reserves judgement in extradition 
case: Legal proceedings aimed at having another 13 
Caprivi high treason suspects extradited from Bot- 
swana to be put on trial in Namibia reached the end 
of the line in Botswana's Judicial system, July 7. 


A five-judge bench of the Court of Appeal reserved its 
judgement on the appeal over Namibia's request for the 13 
suspects’ extradition after they had heard arguments on behalf 
of the 13 and on Namibia's behalf. Dennis Khama, a senior legal 
officer in the Ministry of Justice involved with Namibia’s 
extradition request for close to four years, told The Namibian, 
July 7. The Court of Appeals indicated that its judgement might 
still be delivered before the court's current session comes to an 
end by July 26, Khama said. In a ruling in December 2002, 
Botswana’s High court allowed the, 13 suspects’ appeal against 
a Gaborone Magistrate's Court ruling in which the 13 were 
declared tc be extraditable to Namibia. (Namibian, Windhoek, 
July 8) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Ethnic clashes kill eight in east: Eight 
people have died in eastern Burkina Faso in ethnic 
clashes between the cattle-herding Fulani tribe and 
the land-owning Gourmantches, sparked by the 
release of four suspected murderers from prison, a 
local official said, July 5. 


The clashes erupted in the village of Balere in Gourma 
province, July 31, when four Fulani, accused of murdering a 
rich Gourmaniche farmer and stealing 4 million CFA (US $8,000), 
were released from prison. "The family of the deceased 
contested the release of the four and stormed into the village, 
attacking all the people they met from the Fulani tribe with 
weapons and machetes,” Clement Zambsonre, the high com- 
missioner for Gourma province, said. 


A judicial official said that the four men, in prison in the 
provincial capital Fada N'Gourma since April, had been released 
because there was insufficient evidence that they were involved 
in the murder. High Commissioner Zambsonre said the four 
men were among those killed. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Ouagadougou, July 5) 


BURUNDI 


a. UN mission to speed up ceasefire talks 
with FNL: The newly established UN Mission in 
Burundi, Known by its French acronym ONUB, will 
meet the Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL) 
rebel faction headed by Agathon Rwasa with a view 
to expediting ceasefire talks, Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan’s special representative to Burundi, Carolyn 
McAskie, said, July 12. 
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She made the announcement in the Burundian capital, 
Bujumbura, when she opened the 19th session of the Implemen- 
tation Monitoring Committee (IMC) of the Peace and Reconcili- 
ation Accord signed in August 2000 in Arusha, Tanzania. 


Rwasa’s FNL is the only remaining rebel movement yet to 
sign a ceasefire agreement with the transitional government of 
Burundi, which was set up under the Arusha accord. Three other 
former rebe! movements have signed ceasefire agreements with 
the government and are taking part in the government. 


McAskie also announced that a meeting between donor 
countries and Burundi would be held on July 28 in Bujumbura, 
in an effort to revive development, investment and economic 
partnership with donors. 


Among other issues, the three-day IMC session is to address 
refugee repatriation, the issue of prisoners and the country’s 
social and economic development. 


Insecurity in the western province of Bujumbura Rural 
remained a challenge, because economic partners were reluc- 
tant to invest so. long as insecurity prevailed in the country, 
McAskie said.” 


The province is an FNL stronghold. This IMC session was 
the first to be chaired by McAskie, who was appointed in May 
to replace Berhanu Dinka of Ethiopia as Annan's representative 
to Burundi. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bujumbura, July 13) 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1393:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. CPJ condemns defamation charges: The 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) has con- 
demned the imprisonment of Maka Gbossokotto, 
publication director of the private French-language 
daily Le Citoyen in the Central African Republic 
(CAR). 

Charged with defamation and slander, Gbossokotto was 
transferred, July 12, to the N’Garagba Central Prison in the 
capital, Bangui, after appearing before a Bangui prosecutor, CPJ 
sources said. 


Gbossokotto was arrested in Bangui on July 8, following a 
defamation suit brought by the former director of CAR’s national 
power company, Jean-Serge Wafio. 


The suit was brought in response to a series of articles 
published in Le Cifoyen, which accused Wafio of mismanage- 
ment and embezzlement, according to local sources and 
international news reports. After the articles appeared, Wafio 
was dismissed from his position. 


Gbossokotto’s arrest came the same day that Communica- 
tions Minister Parfait Mbaye read a statement on state radio 
criticizing the private press. 

Mbaye accused "certain members of the private press" of 
"disinformation, manipulation, and damaging the image of the 
highest members of government,” according to Agence France- 
Presse (AFP). It was unclear what articles provoked the 
statement, according to local sources. (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, July 12) 


[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1370:b] 
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CONGO 


a. Congo coup leader extradited to Kinshasa: 
The leader of a failed coup against President Joseph 
Kabila cf Congo (DR) has been extradited from 
Brazzaville. 


"Maj Eric Lenge was extradited from Brazzaville to Kinshasa 
on Sunday (July 4), at one o’clock in the morning on board a 
private jet.” the VSV human rights group said in a statement. 
Police sou-ces in Kinshasa, which lies directly across the Congo 
River from Brazzaville, confirmed Lenge had been extradited. 


Lenge, formerly of the presidential guard, allegedly led a 
group of about 20 soldiers who briefly seized the state radio 
station in the early hours of June 11. 


They announced that the Congo's transitional government 
had failed and that they had seized power. But the putsch was 
quickly put down and about 20 would-be rebels arrested, 
according to the authorities in Kinshasa. Lenge reportedly 
. Managed z0 escape. l 


The ccup bid dealt another blow to the shaky peace process 
in Congo, the sporadic insecurity of which forms part of the 
agenda of the African Union's current summit in Addis Ababa. 
(Business Day, Johannesburg, July 6) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Militia groups break ceasefire pact: Fight- 
ing has broken out again between two militia groups 
in the embattled district of Ituri, northeastern 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), despite 
the sigring on July 5 of a ceasefire agreement 
negotiated by the UN Mission in the DRC, known 
as MOMUC. 


“The ermed groups have not respected the ceasefire, there 
was renewed fighting early on Wednesday (July 7) in Ngote, 100 
km north of Bunia [the main town in Ituri] between the FAPC 
[Forces Amees Populaires Congolaises, or Congolese Popular 
Armed Forces] and the FNI [Front des Nationalistes Integration- 
nistes, or Front of the Integrationist Nationalists]," Rachel Eklou, 
a spokeswoman for the MONUC in Bunia said, July 8. 


Fightirg between FAPC, mainly composed of ethnic Lendus, 
and the FNI, mainly comprising ethnic Hemas, resumed recently 
despite ths Act of Engagement signed on May 14 under which 
seven miitias active in Ituri committed themselves to end 
hostilities. 

Eklou said FAPC had declared that it had lost 19 men and 
the FNI 2€ during the fighting that started in late June. The acting 
resident coordinator of the Ituri administration, Emmanuel Leku, 
said the renewed fighting appeared to be centred on the region's 
gold resources. “Hundreds have fled the fighting over the Ndjani 
gold mine, and crossed to Uganda," he said. 


A MOHUC assessment mission reported, July 8, that civilians 
fleeing the fighting had deserted the village of Ngote ard headed 
for the tcwn of Mahagi, some 38 km to the east, where a 
Nepalese contingent of MONUC troops was deployed. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, July 9) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1395:a] ` 
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ERITREA 


a. Kofi Annan urges resolution of border 
dispute: The United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan has urged Eritrea and Ethiopia to resolve 
their border dispute, saying international 
peacekeepers could not remain in the region 
indefinitely. 


Speaking, July 4, in the Eritrean capital, Asmara, Annan said 
he was “optimistic” despite the deadlock over the dispute, but 
added that many crises around the world were stretching the 
UN’s limited resources. 


"Let me, in all seriousness, say that our presence here has 
made a difference. We have stabilised the situation, but it is not 
our intention to stay here indefinitely," he said. "We came here 
to do a job. We intend it to be limited. So we're going to do 
whatever we can.to encourage the parties to cooperate, move 
on with it, and allow us to get our job done so that we can move 
on to other challenges," he added. Some 4,200 UN peacekeep- 
ers patrol a 25-km wide security buffer zone along the 1,000-km 
frontier that separates the two countries. The mandate of the 
mission, which costs more than US $200 million a year, is due 
for renewal in September when, observers say, the UN Security 
Council will look to “streamline” costs. 


Annan met Eritrean President Isayas Afewerki, July 4, before 
flying to the Ethiopian capital, Addis Ababa, where he was due 
to hold talks with Prime Minister Meles Zenawi. He was met on 
arrival by foreign minister, Seyoum Mesfin, and African Union 
chairman, Alpha Oumar Konare. (UN integrated Regional 
information Networks, Addis Ababa, July 5) 


[Background Info. Eretrea, page 1382:a] 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN probing human rights violations after 
clashes: The United Nations mission in Ivory Coast 
(ONUC!) has~said. it is investigating. reports of 
human rights violations in the northern town of 
Korhogo following bloody clashes between rival 
rebel factions there in June. 


Supporters of rebel leader Guillaume Soro clashed with a 
rival faction in Korhogo and Bouake, the main town in the 
rebel-held north of ivory Coast, over a period of two days. Soro’s 
New Forces movement said afterwards that 22 people had been 
killed in a series of firefights, but the head of one UN organisation 
said, July 7, that the intensity and the duration of the clashes 
suggested a higher death toll. Several Ivorian newspapers have 
reported the suspected existence of a mass grave in Korhogo, 
which lies some 600 km north of the capital Abidjan. Two 
pro-government publications quoted members of President 
Laurent Gbagbo’s army as saying 300 people had died in 
Korhogo and Bouake - more than 10 times the rebels’ estimate. 


"A team from the human rights division of ONUCI is checking 
allegations of serious human rights violations which might have 
happened in the region after the fighting on June 20 and 21," 
ONUCI said in a statement from Korhogo, July 4. 


The UN mission did not detail these allegations, but said its 
team would announce the results of its investigations as soon 
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as these had been completed. A UN human rights official said 
that the team would present its report next week. (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Abidjan, July 8) 


[Background info. Ivory Coast, page 1396:a] 


KENYA 


a. President seeks food aid to tackle drought: 
Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki, July 14, appealed 
for US $76 million to fund emergency relief opera- 
tions to help some 3.3 million people affected by 
drought, saying crop failure brought on by inade- 
quate rainfall amounted to "a national disaster". 


Kiba‘* told reporters in the capital, Nairobi, that the situation 
could worsen if the short rains expected towards the end of 2004 
also failed, in which case the number of affected people would 
rise to 4.3 million and the cost of relief operations would soar to 
about $90 million. Some 156,000 mt of assorted food would be 
needed to feed the hungry from now until January 2005, the 
President said, adding that poor rainfall had led to a 60-per cent 
crop failure in five of Kenya’s seven provinces. 


Help for the affected people would be offered through general 
food distributions, food-for-work schemes and supplementary 
feeding programmes, according to the text of the appeal. Kibaki 
said 1.5 million of those affected were primary school children, 
who would be fed through school feeding programmes, which 
required 9,500 mt of food at an estimated cost of $2.1 million. 
Non-food items for the school feeding programmes would cost 
another $2.9 million. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, July 14) 


LESOTHO 


a. World Bank funds fight against HIV/AIDS: 
The World Bank board of directors, July 6, 
approved an International Development Associa- 
tion grant of US$ 5 million to Lesotho to curb the 
spread of HIV/AIDS. 


The IDA grant wilt notably build capacity within Lesotho to 
effectively scale up its fight against the HIV/AIDS and Tubercu- 
losis (TB) epidemics over the next five years in keeping with an 
agreement signed in 2002. That year, the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria (GFATM) approved a US$34 
million grant—US$29 million for HIV/AIDS and US$5 million for 
tuberculosis—for the Government of the Kingdom of Lesotho. 


The GFATM operates as a financing instrument, not an 
implementing entity. The challenge facing Lesotho is that of 
implementation of robust national programmes with financial 
resources approved by the Global Fund. (World Bank, 
Washington, DC, July 8) 


LIBYA 


a. Libya busts Al-Qaeda camp: Libyan secret 
services have found a desert operations camp 
belonging to an Al Qaeda-linked group called the 
GSPC after "intercepting" members of the group 
near the border with Chad, a French newspaper 
said, July 4. 


African Chronicle 


July 1-14, 2004 


The paper, Le Journal du Dimanche, said a source close to 
the counter-espionage services of a European country told it of 
the discovery by Libyan agents 10 days ago in the mountainous 
region of Tibesti that spans Libya’s southern border with Chad. 

The French newspaper said that the GSPC—the Salafist 
Group for Preaching and Combat—was recruiting actively in the 
Tibesti region and buying arms and vehicles with German ransom 
money paid for the release of tourists in the Sahara in 2003. 

The GSPC, whose acronym is based on the French spelling 
of its name, is a militant group founded in 1998 in Algeria. 

Le Journal du Dimanche drew a link between the camp that 
the Libyans had discovered and renewed talk of possible attacks 


on European and US embassies or similar targets in Africa. 


(Telegraph, Calcutta, July 5) 


MALAGASY 


a. Grenade explodes outside former Presi- 
dent’s home: The Ministry of Defence has pledged 
to apprehend the people behind a grenade attack 
outside the home of former President Albert Zafy in 
the capital, Antananarivo during the early hours of 
July 9. 

"At about 4 am a loud explosion was heard outside Zafy’s 
home," Ministry of Defence media officer Paul Andre said. "The 
police were called in to investigate and it was discovered that a 


‘grenade had gone off. Fortunately, there were no deaths nor 


injuries, but the explosion did cause some damage to the 
property." Zafy was close to President Marc Ravalomanana 
when he came to power in 2002 after a protracted battle with 
his predecessor, Didier Ratsiraka, but now heads the opposition 
National Reconciliation Committee. 

Andre said the police were yet to establish a link between a 
series of grenade explosions that rocked three cities around the 
island during the Independence Day celebrations, June 26, and 
the blast at Zafy's residence. 

"So far the police have apprehended one person in 
connection with the [Independence Day] explosions but it is still 
difficult to say if in fact there is any connection between those 
events and the July 9 attack," he said. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Johannesburg, July 9) 


MALAWI 


a. Malawi is fastest urbanizing country in the 
World, says UN: Malawi's rate of urbanization is 
the fastest in.the world and the landiocked southern 
African country will need heavy investment in its 
harsh rural areas to stop the rapid migration to 
ae the United Nations settlements agency said, 

uly 8. 


Even though the country is agriculture-dependent, by 2015 
about 44 per cent of the projected 11 million population will live 
in urban centres. Three-quarters of urban Malawians now live 
in the major cities of Blantyre, Lilongwe, Mzuzu and Zomba, the 
UN Human Settlements Programme (UN-Habitat) said. 

In the capital, Blantyre, 71 per cent of residents live in squalid 
unplanned settlements, according to the agency. "The influx of 
people from rural areas to urban centres is directly linked to the 
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increasing y harsh conditions many families are experiencing in 
the outlying areas of the country," UN-Habitat said. Villagers in 
rural Malawi have been severely affected by drought and 
resulting food shortages in recent years, according to the World 
Bank. (UN News Service, New York, July 8) 


MALI 


a. Red Cross team attacked in north: Uniden- 
tified armed assailants attacked a Malian Red Cross 
mission which was on its way to help the residents 
in the northern region of Bourem at the weekend, 
a Red Cross official said, July 2. 


The two drivers and five trainers in the Red Cross team 
escaped unharmed but the attackers stole two Land Cruisers, 
2.3 millior CFA (US $4,300) and personal effects. 


"We deplore the villainous action which took place in Bourem, 
namely the attack of a humanitarian mission which was on its 
way to assisting the victims of the 2003 floods,“ Adama Diarra, 
director of the Malian Red Cross Committee, said. 


Heavy flooding in 2003 destroyed 98% of the 10.000 hectares 
of cultivated land in the Bourem area, which lies 1300 km north 
of the capital Bamako, and the Red Cross team had been 
heading there to train people how to fight cholera and help 
malaria prevention by distributing free impregnated mosquito 
nets to pregnant women and children under five. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bamako, July 2) 


b. IMF approves US$13.7 million poverty 
programme: The executive board of the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF), June 23, approved a 
three-year arrangement under the Poverty Reduc- 
tion and Growth Facility (PRGF) for Mali for an 
amount equivalent to SDR 9.33 million. 


The first disbursement of SDR 1.33 million (about US$1.9 
million) under the arrangement will become available immedi- 
ately. The PRGF is the IMF's concessional facility for low-income 
countries. 


_ itis intended that PRGF-supported programmes are based 
on the poverty reduction strategies adopted in a participatory 
process involving civil society and development partners and 
articulated in a Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP). 


This ts intended to ensure that PRGF-supported programmes 
are consistent with a comprehensive framework for macroe- 
conomic, structural, and social policies to foster growth and 
reduce poverty. 


PRGF loans carry an annual interest rate of 0.5 per cent and 
are repayable over 10 years with a 5 1/2-year grace period on 
principal payments. (International Monetary Fund, Washington, 
DC, June 23) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Reporter held for questioning: Aidahy Ould 
Saleck, a regional correspondent of the independent 
weekly L’Eveil Hebdo, was held for questioning by 
police in Nouadhibou, 400 km northwest of the 
capital, Nouakchott. 
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Saleck was detained at the police station and interrogated 
for more than four hours. 


The editor-in-chief of L'Eveil Hebdo, Diop Moussa, told 
MFWA-Mauritania sources that Saleck was questioned in 
connection with a story that appeared in the June 1 edition of 
the paper. The story entitled, "Police Abuses" reported on a May 
25 incident during which police officers beat up a citizen. 


They also allegedly dragged him to the police station, took 
away his money, and humiliated him by stripping him naked. 
The article also recounted daily police acts of intimidation and 
brutality against the local population. (International Freedom 
of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, June 23) 


MOROCCO 


a. Journalists expelled: The Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ), June 17, condemned the 
expulsion from Morocco of Tor Dagfinn Dom- 
mersnes and Fredrik Refvem, a reporter and 
photographer, respectively, with the Norwegian 
daily Stavanger Aftenbladet. 


Dommersnes told CPJ that four plainclothes Moroccan 
security officers woke Refvem up in their hotel rooms in Rabat, 
June 17, and told them they had to leave the country immediately. 
One of the agents told Dommersnes that he had broken the law 
and was persona’ non grata in Morocco. 


The agents never specified an offence, but Dommersnes 
said an agent mentioned that the journalists had been reporting 
on the disputed Western Sahara, controlled by Morocco. 


Dommersnes said the officers took Refvem and him to the 
central security police station in Rabat. No one questioned them, 
and Moroccan authorities never searched or confiscated any of 
their belongings. 


Dommersnes was allowed to call his editor from the hotel 
to report what had happened, and he was also able to call the 
Norwegian ambassador in Morocco, who attempted to intervene 
on the journalists’ behalf. 


Dommersnes said two officers then escorted Refvem and 
him onto the train from Rabat to Casablanca. The officers 
processed the journalists through passport contrui and customs 
and then put them on an airplane to Paris. (/nternational 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
June 18) 


[Background Info. Morocco, page 1385:a] 


b. Opposition says voter registration is fraud: 
Mozambican opposition parties, July 14, denounced 
the current voter registration exercise as "corrupted" 
ane demanded that it be extended for a further ten 

ays. 


Francisco Machambisse, a leading partiamentary deputy for 
the former rebe! movement Renamo, told the meeting "every- 
thing that is happening is illicit". 

He claimed that the Electoral Administration Technica! 
Secretariat (STAE), the electoral branch of the Mozambican 
civil service, had repeatedly broken the law on voter registra- 
tion. 
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But in the next breath Machambisse admitted that he knows 
nothing about the procedures followed by STAE. This is an 
extraordinary admission from a man who served for almost five 
years as the rapporteur of the parliamentary commission charged 
with amending the country’s electoral legislation. In all that time, 
he had not bothered to meet with STAE officials to discover how 
the electoral machinery functions. 


This ignorance did not prevent Machambisse from declar- 
ing that the registration was "corrupted". He even claimed that 
the registration “is null and void, and we have to go back to 
square one". (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, 
Maputo, July 14) 


NAMIBIA 


a. VAT Amendment Bill passed: The Value- 
Added Tax Amendment Bill, which provides relief 
for the disabled, State and community farmers, was 
passed by the National Assembly, July 8. 


The iaw will be deemed to have come into effect on April 1, 
2004. In her concluding remarks, after the passing of the Bill, 
Finance Minister Saara Kuugongelwa-Amadhila pleaded with 
businesses to comply with the law and not to increase prices to 
offset the zero-rating of aids and devices for the disabled. 


The Minister said the amendments would facilitate better 
administration of the VAT Act and bring relief to the State and 
those who are vulnerable and in need. 


in terms of the new law, donations to the State and welfare 
institutions will be exempt from import duties. 


Farmers registered as VAT payers will no longer have to pay 
taxes on livestock purchased for export purposes. Community 
farmers will also not have to pay VAT on animals purchased 
from commercial farmers. 


The law will allow the State to obtain land for resettlement 
free from tax. (Namibian, Windhoek, July 13) 


b. Kenya, Namibia sign pact to boost trade: 
Kenya and Namibia, July 10, signed a trade 
agreement aimed at boosting continental integra- 
tion. 


it was signed by the two countries’ Foreign Ministers at State 
House, Nairobi, in the presence of Presidents Sam Nujoma of 
Namibia and Kibaki. 


The pact seeks to improve co-operation in agriculture, 
science and technology, communications, sports, tourism and 
peace-keeping personnel training. 


President Nujoma, who left, July 10, after a three-day state 
visit, said he was impressed by Kenya’s agricultural develop- 
ment, and invited Kenyans to set up agricultural bases in 
Namibia. During the visit, he toured tea farms and a factory in 
Limuru and dairy farms in Machakos District. 


He also laid a wreath on Mzee Jomo Kenyatta’s mausoleum 
in Nairobi, and visited Kenyatta National Hospital where several 
Namibians recently had successful heart operations. 


The Namibian leader praised Kenya for its mediation role in 
the Sudan and Somalia conflicts, and called on the African Union 
and the international community to support the peace initiatives. 
(Nation, Nairobi, July 11) 
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NIGERIA 
A cycle of ethnic killings in Nigeria 


efore there were mass graves in Yelwa, Nigeria, 
there was the matter of cows and corn patches. 


Some years ago, in a nearby village called Kassa, farmers 
accused cattle herders of sending their long- 
horned beasts to trample their plots. Cattle 
herders accused farmers of setting their meadows 

on fire to keep the animals from grazing. 


This simple, primordial conflict over land was stoked by 
fiercer passions: tribe and creed, resentment of outsiders, 
competition for political power, an overabundance of guns and 
frustrated young men to put them to use. That combustible mix 
fueled a recent orgy of violence across the fertile central Nigerian 
state. Churches and mosques were razed. Neighbour turned 
against neighbour. Reprisai attacks spread until finally, in 
mid-May, the government imposed emergency rule. 


On the surface, this and other conflicts in Africa may look 
like tribal or religious wars. But they are more like Matryoshka 
dolls, one staked dinside the other, said Alex Vines, head of the 
Africa programme at the London-based Royal Institute of African 
Affairs. The smallest doll, he said, the one at the very core, is 
often a contest over land. "Then you've got all these layers on 
top," Vines said. "These things get manipulated and exacer- 
bated". In northern Mali, swords and sticks have been traded for 
Kalashnikovs, as population growth had stiffened the competition 
between the largely black African farmers and the ethnic Tuareg 
and Fulani herders. "There's a kind of emotional, historical thing 
behind this,” said Mohamed Ould Mahmoud, country manager 


- in Mali for the antipoverty group Oxfam. "My grandfather used 


to be there, so | need to be there,” and so on. Land is a very, 
very critical thing". 

in the Darfur region of Sudan, competition over land and 
water underlies tension between Arab camel herders and black 
African subsistence farmers. Those tensions have fed into a 
terrifying civil war, with Arab militias backed by the Sudanese 
government chasing black Africans off their land. Here in the 
central highlands of Nigeria, trouble began brewing several years 
ago over control of a political district in the state capital, Jos. 
The ethnic groups that consider themselves indigenous con- 
fronted those they called "settlers": ethnic Fulani and Hausa who 
have lived in the region for roughly 100 years. 


The Hausa-Fulani have prospered economically but complain 
about political disenfranchisement. The indigenous tribes have 
complained about being "swamped" by outsiders. The indige- 
nous tribes are Christian; the Hausa and Fulani are Muslim. 


Mutual resentment drove a wedge between the two faiths. 
Riots broke out in September 2001, killing 1,000 people in four 
days. By 2005, Christian-Muslim marriages were banned in 
Yelwa, and the market was divided into Christian and Muslim 
sections. Some weeks after the Jos riots, recalled Saleh Bayeri, 
the leader of a cattlemen’s group, a Fulani herder was kilied in 
Kassa, along with 22 of his cows. A Christian farmer named 
Rwang Pam said the herders had violated a village ban on 
grazing. Months later, Pam said, a farmer patrolling his corn 
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patch one morning was attacked and struck on the head with a 
machete. The farmers, in turn, took revenge. With each side 
certain that it was fighting for its faith, retaliation followed 
retaliation. Bayeri shrugged. "When you want to start a war", he 
declared, ‘touch a Fulani man’s cattle". 


—Somini Sengupta in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delfi, July 3) 


RWANDA 


a. Genocide conviction upheld: A UN tribunal, 
July 9 upheld the conviction of a former Rwandan 
government Minister for genocide and crimes 
against humanity committed during the 1994 
slaughter in the central African nation. 


The fo-mer information Minister, Eliezer Niyitegeka, who was 
challenging his May 2003 conviction, must now spend the rest 
of his life in prison, Judge Teodor Moron said, handing down his 
ruling in the appeals chamber of the UN International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda based in Tanzania. 


Niyitegeka has no possibility of being released on parole or 
on good behaviour. Around one million minority Tutsis and 
politically moderate Hutus were killed in the 100-day slaughter 
that was orchestrated by the then-extremist Hutu Government. 
About 22 genocide suspects are on trial at the United Nations 
tribunal. 


The court has already concluded tnals of 22 other suspects, 
including three it found innocent. Nine appeals are in progress. 
Niyifegeka was alleged to have made speeches at public rallies 
inciting ethnic hatred toward Tutsis. His indictment also alleged 
that he knew his subordinates were planning to commit 
nationwid2 massacres but he did nothing to prevent the killings. 
(Hindu, Madras, July 10) 


{Background Info. Rwanda, page 1398:a] 


b. Accused handed over a Tutsi to Intera- 
hamwe who later killed him, says witness: The 
thirty-seventh prosecution witness in the so-called 
‘Goverrment Two’ trial, July 5, deposed before the 
International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) 
that accused Casimir Bizimungu had in 1994 
handed over a Tutsi man to Interahamwe militia at 
a road lock who later killed him. 


The witness identified as GTD to keep his identity secret, — 


said Bizimungu, a former Minister of Health in the Interim 
Government, who was in the company of a former Minister for 
Youth, Callixte Nzabonimana, took the Tutsi in a vehicle to the 
road block. 


The two told the Interahamwe to remove the Inyenzi from 
the vehic-e. The word Inyenzi (cockroach) was a derogatory term 
used to refer to Tutsis during the genocide. 


"We found a young man who had been badly beaten at the 
back of the vehicle. We took him to the road side and one of us 
stabbed him to death," GTD stated. GTD was one of the 
interahamwe who was manning the road block where the Tutsi 
man was taken. The witness, currently detained in Rwanda for 
his participation in the genocide, could not name the location of 
the road block for security reasons. 
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He added that Bizimungu sat in the vehicle as the Tutsi man 
was handed to the Interahamwe. "He did not say anything, but 
was only smiling". Nzabonimana, the witness claimed, gave the 
Interahamwe 7000 Rwandan Francs for drinks before he and 
Bizimungu left the place. (Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, 
July 5) 

Witness alleges Bagosora and Kablilig! exercised author- 
ity over soldiers: A prosecution witness in the "Military 1" trial 
involving four former military officials of the Rwandan army 
(Ex-FAR) charged with genocide, July 1, told the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) how two of the accused in 
the trial exercised authority over soldiers and Interahamwe 
militia. 

The witness code-named XXY to protect his identity alleged 
that he had met a soldier from the Para-commando battalion 
who had been assigned by the former head of military operations 
of the army, Gratien Kabiligi with, "the mission to work with young 
persons in Mururu and Nyarushishi in Cyangugu (South West 
Rwanda) to kill Tutsis". 


He further narrated that the same soldier told him that Kabiligi 
almost killed him because he found out later that the Tutsis of 
Nyarushishi (Cyangugu) had been safely transferred to the area 
under Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF) control. At the time of the 
1994 genocide soldiers of the Rwandan army (FAR) were at war 


with the Tutsi dominated RPF were killed during the genocide. 


in the indictment the prosecution alleges that, "the military 
leaders (FAR) knew that their subordinates were involved in 
massacres of the civilian population but took no action to stop 
them". (Hirondelle News Agency , Lausanne, July 1) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1386:a] 


c. Kigali signs cooperation pact with US 
army: The Rwandan government, July 13, signed 
an agreement with the US army on “mutual support" 
in military logistics, supplies and services, a US 
sill military officer said in the Rwandan capital, 

igali. 


Speaking after a meeting with Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame, the deputy commander of the US European Command, 
Gen Charles Wald, told reporters that the deal excluded arms 
supplies for Rwanda. 


Wald is on a tour of a number of African countries. He has 
already visited Angola, Niger and Nigeria. After Rwanda, he is 
due to visit Gabon, Ghana, Sao Tome and Uganda. 


Regarding the US-Rwanda pact, Wald said: "This is about 
training together, practising for peacekeeping missions and 
cooperating in information-sharing. It's about normalising our 
military relations." 


He said the agreement was under the US army's Acquisition 
and Cross-Servicing Agreement - a bilateral international 
agreement providing the legal authority to exchange logistics, 
supplies and services with foreign military forces “on a 
reimbursable basis”. 


“Logistics-sharing is an important thing to both of us [Rwanda 
and the USJ," Wald said. "When we come here, they [Rwandan 
army] provide us with logistics, and when they come to the US 
we provide them with the same in retum." (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Kigali, July 14) 
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SENEGAL 


a. Managing editor of newspaper arrested: 
Madiambal Diagne, managing editor of the privately- 
owned newspaper Le Quotidien, was arrested and 
jailed for “publishing confidential documents, dis- 
seminating false news and initiating actions [likely 
to] compromise public security". 


The July 5 edition of Le Quotidien published minutes of the 
High Judicial Council of Senegal, in which some judges alleged 
that they were victims of "hounding and settling [of] scores” by 
political authorities. Diagne was interrogated on two occasions 
by gendarmes. He was subsequently placed under a committal 
order and detained at a prison in the capital, Dakar, on the orders 
of the state prosecutor. 


The editor was charged under Article 255 of the Criminal 
Code, which proscribes the "dissemination of false news", and 
Article 139 of the Criminal Procedure Code, which limits 
journalists’ right of access to information. He is awaiting 
sentencing. (international Freedom of Expression Exchange 
Clearing House, Toronto, July 12) 


Newspapers go on strike to protest journalist arrest: 
Three quarters of Senegalese newspapers were missing from 
kiosks, July 12, in a protest against the jailing of the publications 
director of independent newspaper Le Quotidien, which they 
described as “a vain attempt to muzzie the press”. 


Le Quotidien’s Madiambal Diagne was arrested, July 9, 
charged with publishing confidential documents and spreading 
false information. 


"We are united against .... injustice and the vain attempt to 
muzzle the press," read the joint editorial "Everyone Against the 
Monster” that blared from the front pages of the weekend editions 
of 10 newspapers. 


They also reprinted the two articles that led. to Diagne's 
arrest—one on June 23, which included a letter from the 
Economy Minister about a corruption inquiry into the customs 
service and another on July 5, which said judicial nominees of 
President Abdoulaye Wade were accepted despite opposition 
from magistrates. 


Twelve out of 16 newspapers did not roll off the presse, July 
12, and most private radio stations followed the print media's 
lead and chose not to broadcast their usual programmes. Instead 
they played freedom songs, as well as extracts of interviews 
given by Diagne, who is now in Dakar's Central Prison. 
Senegalese authorities dismissed accusations of press muzzling, 
saying Diagne's arrest was legitimate. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Dakar, July 13) 


CPJ calls for release of arrested editor: The Committee 
to Protect Journalists (CPJ) was deeply disturbed that Madiam- 
bal Diagne, publication director of the Senegalese independent 
daily Le Quotidien, has been imprisoned and called for his 
immediate release. 


Diagne has been in prison since July 9, in connection with 
articles about alleged fraud in the customs service and alleged 
government interference in the judiciary. (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, July 12) 
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SIERRA LEONE 


a. Parliament rejects petition for trial of Taylor 
in Sierra Leone: Liberia’s transitional parliament 
has rejected a petition from human rights groups to 
pressurise the Nigerian government into handing 
over former leader Charles Taylor to face war crimes 
charges in neighbouring Sierra Leone, minutes 
published, July 7, said. 


The nominated assembly is dominated by representatives of 
Taylor's former government and the two rebel movements that 
opposed it before the peace settlement in 2003. 


All three factions have been accused by human rights groups 
of committing atrocities during the 14-year civil war in Liberia. 
Taylor fled to Nigeria in August 2003, when he stepped down 
from power after rebel attacks on the capital Monrovia and 
mounting international pressure, led by the United States. 


Two months earlier he had been indicted on 17 counts by a 
UN-backed Special Court in Freetown for arming and backing 
the rebels in Sierra Leone’s 1991-2001 civil war. 


"Taylor went into exile in Nigeria as part of an Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) arrangement to 
have peace restored to Liberia and this national transitional 
legislative assembly would not do otherwise," said the parlia- 
mentary minutes from the meeting, July 2. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Monrovia, July 7) 


SOMALIA 


a. Coca-Cola returns to Somalia: The Coca- 
Cola Company has commenced production of its 
range of soft drinks at a new state-of-the-art facility, 
built at a cost of Sh 656 million ($8.3 million), in 
Mogadishu after a 15-year absence. 


The resumption of production in the Somali capital means 
that Coca-Cola is now produced and readily available in all the 
56 countries and territories on the African continent. 


The new Coca-Cola soft drink plant, which is owned by 
United Bottling Company (UBC) a consortium of 399 indigenous 
Somali investors, was Officially inaugurated, July 5, in Mogadishu 
signaling the beginning of a new business era in the formerly 
wartorn country of Somalia. 


"This is a classic illustration of what patience and 
determination can achieve when combined with adequate 
support" said Abdirisak isse, UBC's chairman and chief 
executive officer. 


"It has taken six years to build up the necessary goodwill 
and to raise the capital invested in this project. 


The initiative is founded on a deliberate strategy to ensure 
widespread ownership hinged on the strong conviction that the 
responsibility of building an effective path to the economic 
recovery of our ravaged country lies heavily on our own hands," 
said isse. 


The bottling plant has an installed production capacity of 
36,000 bottles per hour. The plant is scheduled to operate at 70 
per cent capacity producing the company’s flagship brands of 
Coca-Cola, Fanta and Sprite. (Nation, Nairobi, July 7) 
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SUDAN 


a. US lawmaker and church leader get ar- 
rested to highlight Darfur deaths: The campaign 
to highlight the growing humanitarian crisis in Sudan 
got publicity boost recently from the arrests at the 
sudan Embassy in Washington of Representative 
Charles Rangel (D-New York) and former Rep. Bob 
Edgar, who currently heads the National Council of 
Churches in the US. 


"What is going on in Sudan is an atrocity," Rangel said in a 
statement before stepping in front of the embassy's door at noon, 
July 13, in a symbolic action reminiscent of anti-apartheid sit-ins 
at the South African embassy two decades ago.. "It’s criminal,” 
he said, as other protestors sang "We Shall Overcome." 


The scene was repeated, July 14, by Edgar, an ordained 
United Methodist Church minister who served six terms in the 
House as the Democratic representative from Pennsylvania's 
seventh district before being elected general secretary of the 
largest ecumenical church organization in the United States in 
2000. it is clear that a genocide is unfolding in Sudan, Edgar 
said. (Davin O'Regan, Washington, DC, July 14) 

UN cencerned about bandit attacks against civilians, 
aid workers in Darfur: Armed bandits are attacking civilians 


and humanitarian_workers in the violence-wracked Darfur- -| __in-Lowai-one in Longairo, 25.in-Moti, 15_in_Lalyanga-and-nine— ——~-- 


region of western Sudan, a United Nations spokesperson said, 
July 8. 


Briefiny reporters on the situation in Darfur, spokesperson 
Marie Okabe said UN officials in Sudan are concerned about 
recent attecks by highwaymen, including some raids on humani- 
tarian convoys. 

UN acencies and non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
are operating in Darfur and neighbouring Chad to bring relief to 
at least two million people affected by the year-long conflict 
between the Sudanese Government, allied militias and two rebel 
groups. 


UN officials have described the situation as the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis. Ms. Okabe said fighting is continuing in south 
Darfur between the rebel Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the 
Janjaweec militias, which are supported by Khartoum. 


The Sudanese Government and the UN issued a communi- 
que in whch the Government promised to disarm the militias, 
bring the perpetrators of human rights abuses to justice and 
remove ary obstacles to humanitarian access. (UN News 
Service, Mew York, July 8) 


African Union to protect Darfur refugees: The African 
Union, July 8, committed itself to international military interven- 
tion in the Darfur crisis, setting it in direct confrontation with the 
Sudanese Government. 


The Al, a pan-continental body, is to sent a protection 
force to Darfur to support 60 AU monitors who began work in 
June. 

But crucially, the Nigerian President, Olusegun Obasanjo, 
said the ferce would not now limit itself to the protection of the 
monitors, and saw its role as also protecting civilians. 

The Sudanese Government said that the force fiad to stick 
rigidly to its remit of protecting the monitors, and protection of 
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civilians remained a matter for the Sudanese Governmentalone. 
The row came as the United Nations Security Council, July 8, 
began work on a new resolution. Britain is considering a proposal 
to include in the resolution’s text that an arms ban be placed on 
Sudan. (Hindu, Madras, July 10) 


[Background Info.Sudan, page 1400:a] 


b. LRA kills over 100 Sudanese: The Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA) has massacred 122 Suda- 
nese and displaced over 4,000 during raids on 
villages in southern Sudan, the Equatoria Defence 
Forces (EDF) said. 


The EDF, a militia group allied to the SPLA, said in a 
statement issued, July 7, the LRA raided villages at Gangala 
near the Government garrison position of Jebel Mille. 


The raids took place from June 25 to 27. The EDF said the 
LRA, supported by the Sudan government army, also attacked 
Jebel Guttni and Kor Englizi, overrunning and buming villages 
and looting property. 


The EDF said it clashed with LRA and lost seven soldiers 
with three wounded. The LRA retreated leaving behind 20 dead 
rebels. 


The statement, issued by the EDF secretary general Charles 
Barnaba Kisanga, said the LRA killed 47 people in Lyangari, 25 
in Logire village. “The total number of civilians who lost their 
lives in the LRA rampage stands at 122," the statement said. 
(New Vision, Kampala, July 8) 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1400:a] 


TOGO 


a. Three opposition parties boycott poll 
committee: Three Togolese traditional opposition 
parties, July 12, slammed the doors on the inaugu- 
ration of a committee for the revision of Togo's 
electoral code by PM Koffi Sama in Lomi. 


The committee will also consider proposals for financing 
the country’s political parties. In all, more than 20 political 
parties and 10 civil societies had sent delegates for the 
committee. 


But the three opposition parties, the UFC of exiled opposition 
leader Gilchrist Olympio, the CAR of Yawovi Agboyibo, and the 
CDPA of Professor Leopold Messan Gnininvi said that the setting 
up of the committee defied the pledge made by the Togo 
government to the European Union (EV) in April "to hold a well 
structured, and transparent dialogue with the traditional Togolese 
opposition parties and civil societies.” 

` Yawovi Agboyibo, leader of CAR, said, July 12, in Lomi that 
any meaningful national dialogue must have a joint preparatory 
body to define its goals, agenda, time-table, and guarantees for 
implementation of its decisions. 


But Prime Minister Koffi Sama, July 12, told over 30 
delegates from Togolese political parties and civil societies that 
the current national dialogue was sectorial, thematic, and 
permanent. (Ghanaian Chronicle, Accra, July 13) 


[Background Info. Togo, page 1402:a] 
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TUNISIA 


a. Appeals Court upholds ruling against 
internet users: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
has protested heavy sentences upheld on appeal 
au six internet users in the southern city of 

arzis. 


The six were accused of using the Internet to plot terrorist 
attacks. Their 19-years-and-three-month sentences were re- 
duced on appeal to 13 years’ imprisonment. 


The convictions were based entirely on confessions extracted 
under duress and not supported by any real evidence, according 
to RSF, which expected a higher court of appeal to overturn the 
sentences. "The charges against the young men from Zarzis 
were far too flimsy to warrant such a harsh sentence," RSF said. 
“Their use of the Internet has served as a pretext for these 
unfounded convictions." 


The organisation called on the French, Swedish and German 
governments to react firmly to the sentences, which affect 
citizens or residents of those countries. Hamza Mahruk, aged 
21, Amor Faruk Chlendi, aged 21, Amor Rached, aged 21, 
Abdel-Ghaffar Guiza, aged 21, Aymen Mecharek, aged 22, of 
dual German-Tunisian nationality, and Ridha Hadj Brahim, aged 
38, had their sentences reduced from 19 years and three months 
to 13 years in prison. Sentences of 26 years pronounced in 
absentia against Ayub Sfaxi, aged 21, a French resident, and 
Tahar Guemir, aged 20, of dual Swedish-Tunisian nationality and 
living in Sweden, were upheld. i salt Sans Frontieres, 
Paris, July 9) 


{Background info. Tunisia, page 1402:a] 


UGANDA 


a. Government gets referendum judgment, 
Act nullified: The Government has received the 
record of proceedings of the Constitutional Court 
ne that nullified the June 29, 2000 Referendum 

ct. 


The acting director in charge of civil litigation, Joseph 
Matsiko, July 8, told The Monitor that the record reached the 
Attorney General's office, July 6, ‘and preparations were in high 
gear for the appeal in the Supreme Court. 


Justice Minister Janat Mukwaya recently said government 
filed a notice of appeal. "We are now analysing the ruling to pick 
out the grounds of appeal to prepare the memorandum of appeal 
for submission to the Supreme Court as fast as possible, F 
Matsiko told The Monitor. 


A unanimous decision by the five Constitutional Court judges 
indicated that the law that formed the basis for the referendum 
enacted by the Sixth Parliament, was kangaroo style and violated 
the Constitution. (Monitor, Kampala, July 9) 

[Background Info. Uganda, page 1402:a] 

_b. 11 killed in Abia attack: Eleven people were 
killed by LRA rebels in Abia Parish, Apala sub 
-county, 23 miles east of Lira town. 

The attack occurred at Apungi village, one kilometre from 
Abia IDP camp where over 40 people were massacred in 


‘ 
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February. A former District Agricultural Officer, Dick Ongom, said 
the victims had their heads mutilated. 


"About 25 rebels arrived at 5pm, July 10, and killed 11 people. 
The rebels used clubs to hit the heads of the victims til they 
died," he said. The victims are Mary Eyer and her three children, 
Rose Alwedo and a three-year-old son, Peter Aketo and his wife; 
Keto Akello, Abal Ogwal, Puna Okello and Akello Cemo. 


The rebels abducted several people, according to residents. 
They include: Grace Okello, Samuel Angura, Lucano Ocen, and 
Pule Nyang. Those who escaped are Anjilio Omedi, Jenty Omedi, 
and Rose Okwir. 


The deputy RDC, Sylvester Opira, said the army had sent 
troops to pursue the rebels. A similar attack on Abia camp in 
June left 12 people dead. Several people expressed bitterness 
at the continuing atrocities when peaple were beginning to return 
to their homes. (Monitor, Kampaia, July 14) 


{Background Info. Uganda, page 1402:b] 


ZAMBIA 


a. Minister Kapijimpanga summoned: A mag- 
istrate’s court has summoned Lands Minister Judith 
Kangoma-Kapijimpanga to explain why she alleg- 
edly harboured a suspect who jumped bail. 

Magistrate Lukonde was recently prompted to issue a bench 
warrant against the minister after she allegedly failed to appear 
in court when she was cited for contempt of court. Mrs 
Kapijimpanga’s lawyer Phillip Lukonde confirmed that the court 
issued a bench warrant against his client but that it was 
withdrawn, July 9, though she was still required to appear before 
the magistrate on July 16. 


This is in a matter in which MMD Mpika district chairman 
Edwin Mpongosa jumped bail in a case he is accused of selling 
three tyres of a party vehicle. The minister was accused of 
keeping Mpongosa at her residence in Lusaka when he was 
being sought by the police for jumping bail while his surety was 
in police custody. Police sources said when Mpongosa was 
arrested and was about to be taken to Mpika, the minister is 
alleged to have asked police to leave the suspect at her house. 
But Lukonde said the court was misinformed because Mpongosa 
did not spend a single night at the minister's residence. (Times 
of Zambia, Ndola, July 12) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Zimbabwe ‘unlikely to beat IMF deadline’: 
Zimbabwe is unlikely to meet the recently extended 
six-month deadline to settle its arrears to the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and avoid expul- 
sion. 


An IMF report, produced after the recent decision to delay 
Zimbabwe's looming dismissal, said Harare owes the IMF $295m 
and its repayments are “insufficient to stabilise the country's 
arrears". Zimbabwe recently paid $9m and undertook to pay 
$1.5m quarterly to settle ifs arrears. The report says the IMF is 
“gravely concemed” about the Zimbabwe crisis. "Zimbabwe still 
faces dismissal unless it repays arrears in time." The report said 
it is sad to see a once prosperous country in such a dramatic 
decline. 
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"Unemployment is very high and increasing; social indicators, 
which were once among the best in Africa, have worsened, and 
the widespread HIV/AIDS pandemic remains largely unchecked," 
it said. "Severe food shortages have necessitated massive food 
imports and donor assistance. This can be attributed mainly to 
inappropriate macroeconomic policies and structural changes 
that have weakened its economic base." The reports said the 
“disorderly implementation of the land reform programme has 
contributed to a sharp reduction in agricultural production" and 
the economic crisis. (Business Day, Johannesburg, July 13) 


b. Churches raise doubts on fair poll: The 
South Atrican Council of Churches (SACC) added 
its voice to growing disquiet about human rights 
abuses in Zimbabwe, July 13, saying it was doubtful 
next year’s general elections in that country would 
be free and fair. 


The SACC’s concern about the situation in Zimbabwe follows 
criticisms by two other top southern African clerics and signals 
the church's intention to play a bigger role in pressuring the 
South African government to act. 

_ SACC spokesman Rev Joe Mdhlela said, July 13, the church 
was particularly perturbed by the suppression of press freedom 
in Zimbabwe. He: said if the current "muscling" of the opposition 
by the ruling Zanu (PF) continued unabated, the 2005 election 

outcome would lose credibility. ————— m~ 

The SACC, July 13, discussed a report compiled by a 
delegation it sent to Zimbabwe in 2003 to study the political and 
economic situation in that country. 


_ The report is said to be filled with detailed incidents of human 
rights abuses. (Business Day, Johannesburg, July 14) 


[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1331:a] 






INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 


a. World AIDS conference: Thailand doled out 
condoms at airport lobbies, tollbooths and restauras 
to showcase its frontline defence against HIV atthe 
start of a week-long AIDS meeting focused on 
getting treatment to the 38 million victims of history's 
biggest epidemic, a report said, July 11. 

The conference venue even had an exhibit of dresses made 
of condoms-omnipresent mascots and a symbol of host Thai- 
land's success in securing a sevenfold decrease in HIV infections 
since 1991 largely by promoting condom-only sex among 
prostitutes. "We must send a message to mankind that our 
political commitment offers one hope for global success,” Thai 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra told Asia-Pacific health 
ministers ahead of 15th International AIDS Conference. 


The confrence comes at a time when, the United Nations 
labour agency said some 28 million working people will have 
died of AIDS by the end of 2005, holding back economic growth 
and putting a massive strain on other workers in some of the 
world's poorest nations. 

The Thai six-day conference to discuss AIDS research and 
policy is held every two years. Nearly 20,000 policy makers, 
scientists and activists were attending, along with actor Richard 
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Gere, Miss Universe Jennifer Hawkins, and UN Secretary 
General Kofi Annan. South African elder statesman Nelson 
Mandela planned to sing with a group of AIDS-afflicted children. 
Hollywood actress Ashely Judd visited a condom factory in 
central Thailand where she was welcomed by a giant inflated 
condom strung up on a ceiling. (The Nation/ANN/Statesman, Calcutta, 
July 12) 


. India with 5.1 million infections committed to combating 
AIDS: India reaffirmed on July 11 its political commitment to 
control the spread of HIV/AIDS. 


At the second Asia-Pacific ministerial meeting on HIV/AIDS 
in Bangkok, the Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare, 
Anbumani Ramadoss, said [India’s new United Progressive 
Alliance (UPA) Government had expressed its strong political 
commitment in this regard through the Common Minimum 
Programme that provided the framework for governance. 


India, the Minister said, perceived the control of the HIV/AIDS 
epidemic as not only a major public health challenge” but also 
a development imperative". Dr Ramadoss recalled in this context 
that Sonia Gandhi, currently the UPA chairperson, had told a 
special session of the UN General Assembly in 2001 that 
success in the control of HIV/AIDS could be accomplished if we 
are both compassionate in our approach and passionate in our 
execution. 


~~ £3 = 


HIV infections, accounting to less than one per cent of the 


` population. While India had moved swiftly and competently "to 


counter the spread of the disease, the national AIDS control 
remains under-resourced" and the country's needs in this battle 
remained immense." 


Tracing the steps already taken, the Minister said anti-retrovi- 
ral therapy (ART) had been introduced in India in April 2004 free 
of cost, through the public sector". The civil society had also 
been co-opted in this regard, and a consortium" of non-govern- 
mental agencies will now systematically mobilise community- 
level responses". Maintaining that the initiative is beginning to 
gain momentum", the Minister said India could offer other 
developing countries access to its pharmaceutical sector that 
was producing relevant anti-retroviral drugs at affordable prices. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, July 12) 


Abstinence VS Condoms: Uganda toes US line: The 
controversy over whether sexual abstinence, favoured by the 
Bush administration, or condoms are more effective in the fight 
against AIDS erupted at the world AIDS conference on July 12. 


Ugandan .President Yoweri Museveni brought the issue, 
which has set many AIDS activists at odds with Washington, 
into the open at the global AIDS conference by saying abstinence 
was the best way to stem the spread of the killer virus. The 
remarks by Museveni, whose country is a rare success story in 
Africa's war on AIDS, were at odds with health experts who back 
condoms as a front-line defence against the incurable disease. 


"i look at condoms as an improvisation, not a solution,” 
Museveni told delegates on the second day of the 15th 
International AIDS Conference in Bangkok. Instead, he called 
for “optimal relationships based on love and trust instead of 
institutionalized mistrust which is what the condom is all about." 
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Museveni added. fuel to a debate within the AIDS community 
over the best way to halt the spread of a disease which has 
killed 20 million people and infected 38 million more people. 
Uganda’s ABC method (Abstinence, Being faithful and Condoms) 
is a model for Bush administration’s AIDS policies which are 
under fire at the conference for advocating sexual abstinence to 
stem infection. 


The smaller US delegation, which the United States says 
reflects a desire to cut costs, at this year’s conference is seen 
partly as a sign of Washington's displeasure that its approach 
appears to have had little influence on the agenda. US 
Congresswoman Barbara Lee, the only member of Congress to 
attend the week-long meeting, accused the Bush administration 
of using ideology, not science, to dictate policy. She said the US 
AIDS ‘initiative required that one third of all HIV prevention 
funding go to “abstinence until marriage" programmes. 


“In an age where five milion people are newly infected each 
year and women and girls too often do not have the choice to 
abstain, an abstinence until marriage programme is not only 
irresponsible it’s really inhuman," Ms Lee said. 


"Abstaining from sex is often-times not a choice, and 
therefore their only hope in preventing HIV infection is the use 
of condoms," she added. (Asian Age, New Delhi, July j 13) 

nlv can unao anu-poverty erorcs: 1neé expanding AIDS 
epidemic could reverse all the gains Asia has made against 
poverty unless every part of society mounts a determined effort 
-to fight the scourge, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said, 
July 11. 


“Here in Asia, HIV/AIDS stands at a turning point," Annan 
said in a speech to a meeting ‘of ministers from the Asia-Pacific 
region. It was held as a prelude to the six-day International AIDS 
Conference opening later when Annan was expected to talk 
about empowering women to protect themselves against the 
virus. Annan said governments must launch national AIDS 
programmes, pouring in money and human resources while 
enlisting business, civil society and people living with the virus. 
“The spread can be turned back when—but only when—there 
is a coordinated response, fram all sections of society and every 
branch of government," he said. 


More than 8 million people in Asia are living with HIV/AIDS, 
the second worst-affected region in the world after Africa. About 
five lakhs died of AIDS in 2003 in Asia and 1:1 million became 
newly infected. Some countries like Thailand and India have 
been battling the epidemic for more than a decade. Annan 
said the way Asian governments address this challenge will 
shape the future, noting that more people have escaped from 
' poverty in Asia and the Pacific than in any other part of the 
world in the recent decades. 


"But these gains as impressive as they have been and as 
impressed as the whole world has been, may slip away from 
you. You must cherish, and carefully nurture them. 
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Above all, you, must not let them be reversed by 
HIV/AIDS," he said. Left unchecked, AIDS will not only 
devastate millions of lives, it will also impose huge burdens 
on the region’s health-systems, and soak up resources that 
are badly needed for social and economic development," he 
said. (Asian Age, New Delhi, July 12) — 

Asia faces life and death choice as AIDS tightens grip: 
‘More people than ever are newly infected with HIV, more 
people than ever are dying and there is a globalisation of the 
epidemic outside Africa. Asia is now where Africa was 15 years 
ago’. 

AIDS is gaining ground in Asia. With 60% of the world’s 
population, it has some of the sharpest rises in HIV infections, 
according to a report released. "We are not doing well, at all," 
said Dr Peter Piot, executive director of UNAIDS, the Joint United 
Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS. 


"More people than ever are newly infected with HIV, more 
people than ever are dying and there is a globalisation of the 
epidemic outside Africa," he said. About 38 million people 
worldwide are living with HIV/AIDS, including five million who 
were infected in 2003, according to the report. Sub-Saharan 
Africa, with an estimated 25 million cases, remains the worst 
affected region. l 

ine epidemic has nied 20 million people in just over two 
decades, but only about 400,000 of the estimated six million 
people in developing countries who need treatments are getting 
them. The new UN-AIDS report, released ahead of the 15th 
International AIDS Conference in Bangkok from July 11-16, says 
the rapidly expanding epidemic in Asia, where 7.4 million people 
are HIV positive, could have global implications. "Asia is now 
where Africa was 15 years ago," Piot said. 


"The growth of the epidemic is going to depend to a large 
extent on how the countries react. Will they wait, like in Africa, 
until there is massive mortality because the epidemic is largely ` 
invisible, or will they act now?" China, Indonesia and Vietnam 
have experienced some of the steepest increases in Asia while 
India has the largest number of people living with HIV outside 
South Africa. HIV is also spreading rapidly in Indonesia. 


The report says that in the worst affected countries of eastern 
and southern Africa, if infection rates continue and large-scale 
treatment is not available, up to 60% of today's 15-year-olds will 
not reach their 60th birthday. Since 1996 there has been a 
15-fold increase in spending on AIDS to about 4.7 billion dollars 
last year, but it is less than half of what will be needed by 2005 


. in developing countries. The World Health Organisation calcu- 


lated it will take about 5.1-5.9 billion dollars to fund its "3 by'5" 
initiative to provide anti-retroviral drugs to three million people 
in poor countries by the end of 2005. 


“Three by five has generated a major dynamic in many 
countries that were absolutely not engaged in treatment. | think 
we will see, particularly next year, an increase in the number of 
people treated,” said Piot. (Statesman, New. Delhi, July 7) 
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ANGOLA 


a. ‘Situation in border under control’: An- 
gola’s National Police in eastern Moxico province 
have said over the weekend that the migratory 
movements between the border district of Alto-Zam- 
bezi and the Republic of Zambia is under control. 


Moxico deputy commander of the National Police, Aniceto 
Paulo, said he has men deployed in the whole region, under the 
operation “Brilhante” with a view to curbing border jumping. 


"We know that the intention of the foreigners is to go the 
Zambezi banks, to deal in diamond panning. And in order to stop 
them from entering illegally in the country, we are on the alert 
for what goes on at the border between Angola and Zambia," 
he stated. With the Angolan Armed Forces (FAA) assistance, 
the police have been combing the area surrounding the border 
between the two countries. Aniceto Paulo said that those that 
escape the police watch at the border, end up in the hands of 
the police or the immigration authorities in the province's capital 
city, Luena, or surrounding districts. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, July 26) 


b. About 30,000 refugees return: Over 29,000 
Angolans who were residing in Zambia returned to 
their country since the repatriation process started 
in June 2003. 


UNHCR's representative to Cazombo, Francis Olayiwola, 
said this number is part of the 40,000 refugees recorded in 2003, 
at Mabeha centre in Zambia. According to a source, about 600 
people arrive in Alto-Zambeze district weekly, and are accom- 
modated in a transit centre for three days. 


Despit2 the 40,009 refugees there are about 100,000 people 
who asked for enn aid. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, 
July 24) 


[Background Info. Angola, page 1405:a] 


c. Minister commits suicide: The Angolan 
Embassy in Zimbabwe, July 27, announced the 
death of Deputy Minister of External Relations of 
Angola, Francisco Romao de Oliveira, who commit- 
ted suicide on July 25. 


The Embassy's press attache, Ilda Carreira, said Oliveira, 
who was born on October 1; 1942, in Luanda, occupied the posts 
of Governor of Luanda Province between 1977 and 1981, and 
of Plenipotentiary Ambassador for Angola to Yugoslavia from 
1981 to 1986. 


He was the first Plenipotentiary Ambassador of Angola to 
Brazil fron 1987 to 1993, and Director of the Support Office of 
the Community of the Portuguese-speaking Countries and 
Europe Desk Director with the Ministry of External Relations. 


He was also a member of the Angola Bar Association. 

"We will always remember the example of a servant of the 
` Angolan cause, engaged in the defence of truth and justice, for 
which he struggled along the rich itinerary of his life," the acting 


Speaker of the National Assembly, Joao Lourenco, said in his 


condolence message. 


Oliveira was a prominent figure in Angola's fight for 
independence from Portugal, joining the Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola (MPLA), now the ruling party. He spent 
several years as a political prisoner for his nationalist activities. 
(Herald, Harare, July 28) 


d. Over a million children vaccinated against 
polio: Over one million children under five years 
were vaccinated against polio recently in the 
country. 


This information was given, July 27, by the member of 
Luanda’s management commission, Job Kapapinha. According 
to him; the success of the campaign. was due to the efficacy, 
organisation and dynamism of the commissions set up by 
municipal administrations. 


Among the nine districts which make Luanda, Kilamba Kiaxi 
registered the highest vaccination followed by Viana and 
Cazenga. 


The campaign was carried out by 1,500 people including 
vaccinators, log!stics personnel, mobilisers, supervisors and 
drivers. Job Kapapinha appealed for a stronger commitment of 
municipal administrations during the preparatory period in order 
to allow an adherence of more voluntary people and conse- 
quently attain the objectives (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, 
July 28) 


BENIN 


a. Cooperation agreement with Mozambique: 
Mozambican and Beninese delegations have iden- 
tified agriculture, tourism, health and fisheries as 
the four priority areas for cooperation between the 
two countries. 


More detailed contacts will be made in these sectors, leading 
to specific agreements. This is one of the practical points 
contained in a joint statement signed in Cotonou, July 24, by 
Mozambican Foreign Minister Leonardo Simao and his Beninois 
counterpart, Rogatien Diau, at the end of an official visit to Benin 
by Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano. Benin intends to 
send, in the near future, a multi-sectoral team to Maputo to study 
how to advance the agreed cooperation. 


Simao said that Benin is interested in Mozambique's 
experience in fisheries research, which forms the basis on which 
the Mozambican authorities attribute annual quotas to the fishing 
companies operating in Mozambican waters. Benin also wishes 
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to learn from Mozambique’ $ quality certification, in order to export 
its marine produce to foreign’ markets. In tourism, Simao said, 
Benin is interested in how Mozambique has attracted mvesiment 
to the area, and in, its staff training programmes. 


- “They were impressed to find that we have a university H Hotel i 


and Tourism Faculty (in the southern city of Inhambane)", he 
said. The Mozambican side, Simao continued, is interested in 
how Benin has. trained ‘people to run small and medium 
businesses in agriculture and agricultural processing. Simao 
viewed small scale agro-industry (such as producing fruit juice) 
as a means of increasing ‘household: income, and combaitting 
hunger. | pee Xe = 


Simao. denied ‘that this was "just, another Visit" that would 


have ‘no palpable results., He said Mozambique had always 


believed in the possibility of "South-South" cooperation. But what 
was necessary was to identify specific areas’in which countries 
could work together. (Agencia ‘de Informacao de Mocambique, 
Maputo, July 24) . 


b. Customs police intercept 27 Children being 
smuggled out to work abroad: Behin.customs 
police said, July 15, they.had arrested four traffick- 
ers trying’ to smuggle 27 Beninese and Nigerian 
children ‘out of thé’ country:on a minibus, fi rst to 
Togo and then on to Ivory Coast and Ghana. ` ~" 

The traffickers were stopped with the children aged between 
6 and 12 at the Hillacondji customs: post on the Togo border, 


105 km west of the capital Cotonou, a customs policeman said: 


, "First of all they tried to tell us they were ‘taking the children 
to a holiday camp in ivory Coast and Ghana, " explained Jean 
N'Tia Bokombo, a police officer at Hillacondji. The four 
detainees—two from Benin and two from Nigeria — ail said that 
the children had come ‘with the consent of their parents, who, 
wanted them to earn a fortune abroad. Police said some’ of the 
children had confirmed this account. 


<, "Alphonse Vodourion, a ten-year-old from Benin, told us that 
one of his. father's nephews had negotiated his departure with 
his father, promising the boy would find a job as salesman ina 
big shop in Ivory’, Coast," N'Tia Bokombo ‘said. (UN integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Hillacondji, July 15) ` 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Lawyer named. UN -human rights expert for 
Congo (DR):, Burkina Faso-lawyer and ethnologist 
Titinga-Fridiric Paciri has been appointed the United 
Nations; independent expert to report.on the human 
rights situation in the W orrpvageg: Democratic 
H EPUI of the Congo (DR). a 


: An award-winning: writer, Paciri” COUS. :among .his many 
publications a book-he wrote for the. UN Educational, Scientific 
and .Cultural Organization (UNESCO) on’the rights of migrant 
workers ‘in Burkina Faso from 1897 to 2003. He:is also one of 
the-lawyers accredited to. plead- before the UN's International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) in Arusha, Tanzania. : 
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UN rights experts work independently. of governments. They 


_ report to the UN Human Rights Commission and, in some cases, 
to the ie sanera! papri De News a DEN York, 
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BURUNDI! 


. ‘a. More ‘prisoners join strike by detained 
soldiers: -Thousands of detainees in Burundi’s 


prisons, July 19, joined a strike started on July 9 


‘by soldiers held at’ Mpimba; the country’s- main 


prison in the capital, Bujumbura, to demand their 
unconditional release; according .to, statements 


issued from five prisons. 
_. The statements, issued from the prisons of Mpimba, Gitega, 


Ngozi, Muramvya and Ruyigi, said prisoners who considered 
themselves. to be- political, prisoners had joined strike, which 
entails, barring. new detainees from entering. the prisons, and 
preventing others, from appearing in court for the hearing of their 
cases.: C Lai aiy Aa 


‘The striking prisoners, estimated to be at least 4 000, include, 
government soldiers held over various crimes, including the 1993 
coup d'etat; prisoners charged for the massacres or looting 
perpetrated in the course of the decade-long civil war; combat- 
ants from the former-rebel Conseil National pour la Defense ‘de 
la: Democratie-Forces de Defense de la. Democratie (CNDD- 
FDD) faction headed by Pierre Nkurunziza; combatants from the. 
Forces Nationales de Liberation rebel factions; members of.a 
Tutsi ‘militia known as "sans echec"' ("without -restraint"; and 
members of a Hutu militia known as-Generation dimocratique 
Burundaise (Burundi Democratic Generation). (UN Ai ahi 
peace information Networks, Bujumbura; July 22). i 


CAMEROON... = = | 


- a. BBC journalists released: Farouk’ Chothia, 
and Ange Ngu Thomas, two BBC journalists who 
were detained recently by. ‘Cameroonian'soldiers in 
the-disputed Bakassi péninsula’-and ‘accused : ‘of 
spying; were: released, July 16,- “according to ‘the 
BBC and international news reports. niun f, 


- Chothia,‘ a producer ‘and South African national: based in 
London, and Thomas, a reporter based in the southwestern’ 
Cameroonian city of Douala, were- arrested by Cameroonian. 
soldiers, July: 11.: They’ had travelled to Bakassi, -an oil-rich 
territory claimed by both Cameroon and Nigeria, to report on the: 
handover of the area to Cameroon. ‘The journalists were brought 
to Limbe, -a coastal town in southwest Cameroon, where they, 
were detained in a local hotel and questioned about their 
activities. CPJ sources said that the journalists were threatened, 
during their interrogation and deprived of food for brief periods: 
as- leverage. During their- detention,’ the journalists ' eignen 
statements saying: ‘they were not spies: Peet - 


Chothia’ and Thomas. had obtained signed authorization from 
Cameroonian authorities to travel to` Bakassi.-Soldiers ‘confis- 
cated their authorization, equipment,-and identity papers during 
the arrest. The equipment and identity papers were returned to 
the journalists after their release, according to a CPJ source.. 


A 2002 ruling ‘by the international Court of Justice in: the 
Hague awarded Bakassi to Cameroon, and-Nigérian troops are 
due to pull out by September 15. However, Nigerian communities 
on the peninsula are:unhappy with the ruling, and the handover 
remains a sensitive topic in both countries. (Committee. to 
Protect Journalists, New York, July 19). © 0000 0 en s 
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CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC’ > 


a. - IME approves US$8.2 million-in emergency 
assistance: The International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), July 23, approved a'credit.of SDR 5.57 million 
(about US$8. 2: million) in emẹrgency.- post-conflict 
‘assistance for. the ‘Central , African. “Republic - to 
‘stabilize the imacroéconomi¢ situation and support 
the ongoing- teform,proçess. Aae dN aad na 


The: authorities have. committed: to setting: äside SDR: 2.5 

‘million; (akout.:US$3:7 - million) to, cover. maturities.’ falling due 
through June 2005. Following the Executive Board's ‘discussion 
of the request by the Central African Republic, Anne Krueger, 
‘First Deputy. Managing’ Director’ and Acting! Chair, ‘said: "Political 
Stability and" security conditions in the’ Central ‘African. Republic 
(Ç: ALR.) have continued to improve, and the’ authorities are to 
be ‘commended f for the implementation of key economic reforms, 
notably’ in” the “areas of public finances’ and ` governance. 
Significant additional efforts will, however, be needed to’ rekindle 
‘economic activity following its sharp contra¢tion.in 2003, and to 
‘Teverse the ‘deterioration of: social conditions!“ The.’ authorities’ 
‘continued commitment to their reform agendaas well-'as 
increased assistance from the international community will ‘be 
critical in advancing the rehabilitation of. the economy. ` -..: 
“i "The government's: programme for-the second half of:2004, 
‘which. will be ‘supported by the Fund's ‘Emergency Post-Conflict 
‘Assistance policy, aims at addressing the aftermath of the conflict 
ina ‘comprehensive way. ‘It appropriately focuses ‘on improving 
public finances, strengthening good: goverriance and inéreasing 
the delivery of social services. (International Monetary Fund, 
Washington DC, July. 23) 


b. UN-backed workshops facilitate upcoming 
elections: After .a five-day’ trainingi:.workshop, 
‘election .supervisors. from the Central -Africani Re- 
public's Electoral Commission-started fanning out 
‘across: the ‘country, July 19,.to. inspect: the. ‘rural 
offices where voter lists are being compiled for: the 
January 2005 ballot, the United. Nations. _Peace- 
Building, Office (BONUCA) said, u au 


The workshop; backed by.the UN Development. Piagam 
(UNDP), covered certifying voter registration offices and wrapped 
up, July 17. A:second in‘the_series‘is-set to‘ run:from July. 19 
until next July 21. The preparations are taking place in the capital, 
Bangui, for the local committees in that city and nearby Bimbo 
and Bigoua, according to BONUCA. a es a ae : 


' The head of the Electoral Commission;.Jean Wilybiro-Sacko, 
urged the. supervisors and committee members to take the 
registration process, seriously, because. "the. voter list which will 
be compiled will be used for presidential, legislative. ‘and council 
balloting.” (UN News Service, New York, ‘July 19) 


oe Info. Central African Republic, page 1369: al; 


-CONGO (DR)... oe 
a. UN Security: Council poarliens arms em- 


bargo in new resolution: The United: Nations | 


Security Council, July- 27, renewed -its arms em- 
bargo against irregular. forces- in- the Democratic 
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Republic of the. Congo:(DRC) until July ‘2005; "in 
the light of the failure- by the partes to pI with 
: previousıdemands.. - 


- ‘It ‘called’ for the ro establishment of an expert group to 
analyse any: further ‘vidlations. In its: resolution, ‘approved 
-unanimously affer a closed meeting, the Council said that ‘the 
‘embargo woild ‘be lifted if its demands were satisfied: ‘The 
Council text re-affirmed the demands ‘listed in’ a‘ July -2003 
resolution, which included allowing the UN Organization Mission 
‘in the DRC (MONUC) freedom :of movement to carry out.its 
mandate, especially. in North and South Kivu and Ituri provinces. 

it enjoined DRC’s neighbours to provide “no direct or-indirect 
“assistance, ‘especially. military’ or: financial: assistance" to the 
-movements and. armed”groups opposing the multi-party transi- 
‘tional. government.: MONUC’s monitoring .mandate’ included 
inspecting:,any. transport vehicle. using. the sea and ‘airports, 
rairfields, a nase? and border ee in the muse roped 
provinces. i Soaks i 


The ad also vecafitined its March 2004 resolution which 
“urges all States, and especially -those in the region, to take 
appropriate steps," such as judicial means, to end such illegal 
activities a&-exploiting, DRC's. natural’resources. UN Secretary- 
‘General Kofi Annan was asked -to:resestablish within 30 days 
ithe Group of Experts referred to-in the’ March 2004 ‘resolution 
‘and requested that the panel report to it before December 15. 
(UN-News, Service, New ‘York, July, 27) og te oy 


aaa Info. Congo (DR), page: 1395:a],~ 


b. Journalist summoned. by: security’ forces: 
Lumbana Kapassa, a journalist and director: of the 
„privately-owned broadcaster RTKM (RadioTilivision 
Kin Malebo); was summoned for-questioning by the 
National Intelligence Agency (Agence Nationale des 
Renseignements, ANR) in Kinshasa/Gombe: .: 


`: He was ‘interrogated at the ANR's offices for close to three 
hours- about a‘ programme that aired 'on- RTKM. In’ the 
programme; Honori Ngbanda: Nzambo:.ko Atumba, a former 
defence minister and special. advisor. on security issues ‘to 
Marshal Mobutu, was:addressing a group of former army officers 
ofthe Zairian Armed Forces‘in Brussels. The officers went into 
exile in Belgium after Mobutu's fall from- power. During his 
“address, Mobutu's former special advisor criticised the, current 
government in Kinshasa and urged the former officers:to return 
to the country and rejoin the national army. : a 

Kapassa was threatened repeatedly during his: interrogation 
by Antoine Musanga. The videotapes of the progamme were 
confiscated and RTKM was ordered to stop airing programmes 
featuring Marshal Mobutu's former prera advisor. (Journaliste 
En Danger, Kinshasa, ‘July 21). 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), pagë 1998: b] 


EGYPT = 
a. Iraqi“ militants seize 3 Africans: Two Ken- 


yans andan, Egyptian were seized apy Iraqi militants, 
euy 21.. . 

. The militants called- inemsaNes “The: Holders of the Black 
Banner” ‘The three Africans were abducted together with threé 
Indians. The abductions followed a call, July 21, by the Egyptian 
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President Hosni Mubarak on. militant groups in Iraq to end 
kidnappings and killings and give peace a chance. 


He spoke at a one-day conference of Iraqi neighbours held 
in Cairo. Meanwhile, the militants have said they would behead 
the hostages (all of them truck drivers) one every 72 hours 
Starting from 8.00pm, July 21, if their countries did not 
immediately pull out of Iraq and the company they work for did 
not close its branch there. 

A statement issued by the group, read in part, "we have 
warned all the countries, companies, businessmen and truck 
drivers that those who deal with American cowboy occupiers will 
be targeted by the fires of the Mujahedeen. 


"Here you are once again transporting goods, weapons and 


military equipment that backs the U.S. Army." Neither of the. 


three countries-[ndia, Kenya and Egypt is part of the 160,000 
member coalition force in Iraq though the Iraqi Interim Prime 
Minister, lyad Allawi recently appealed to India and Egypt to 
join the coalition and send troops. (Daily Champion, Lagos, 
July 22) 


ERITREA 


a. Many children suffering from malnutrition 
in Eritrea, says UN: Death rates are rising among 
more than 400,000 children in Eritrea living in 
extreme poverty due to the prolonged drought and 
the aftermath of the war with Ethiopia, with many 
youngsters under five suffering acute malnutrition, 
according to a new United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) report. ! l 


The agency called for an additional $3.8 million to fund health, 


nutrition, water and sanitation projects and to support children . 


displaced by the crisis in the country for the rest of the year. 


Half of all families are dependent on women who are 
themselves experiencing malnutrition because of food shortages. 
UNICEF said there is evidence that more children are living on 
the streets in urban areas where there are similar food shortages. 
in two months, the Eritrean Relief and Refugee Commission had 
only been able to provide fiour to 100,000 people. 


UNICEF is supporting 30,000 malnourished children with 
supplementary food and providing 30 therapeutic feeding centres 
with supplies and equipment. Some 35,000 people are receiving 
water by truck but much more is required. (UN News Service, 
New York, July 26) 


[Background Info, Eritrea, page 1382:b} 


i ETHIOPIA 


a. Gen'Rajender Singh takes over as UNMEE 
commander: Major-General Rajender Singh has 
formally taken over command of the UNMEE 
Peacekeeping Force. 


The new Force Commander replaces Major-General Robert 
Gordon, who served UNMEE as Force Commander for 21 
months. Major- General Singh, 56, is the third Force Commander 
of UNMEE. Major-General Gordon said he was leaving UNMEE 
with the full knowledge that the force was in excellent shape and 
was well placed- to continue with its mandate of keeping the 
peace in the border area to allow political progress. 


July 15~28, 2004 


"I am satisfied that | leave UNMEE'’s Force in good order 
and in good heart," he concluded. (United Nations Mission in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea, Addis Ababa, July 27) 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. Government launches first big push 
against AIDS: The government of Guinea Bissau 
has launched its first big push against HIV/AIDS 
with the help of a US$19 million aid package from 
the World Bank and the Global Fund against AIDS, 
Tuberculosis and Malaria, Health Minister Odete 
Costa Semedo said. 


The money pledged recently by these two donors will be 
used to help fund a three-year strategic plan to control AIDS, 
she said. As part of the 2003-2005 plan, anti-retroviral (ARV) 
drugs will make their debut into this small West African country 
of 1.3 million to improve the quality of life of people living with 
AIDS, Costa Semedo said. 


These drugs would be distributed free to those least able to 
pay for them, but first local. doctors would have to be trained 
how to use and prescribe the new medication, the health minister 
said. 


ARV therapy has not so far been available in Guinea-Bissau, © 
although it is available free to 2,000 people living with AIDS in 
neighbouring Senegal. Costa Semedo said it was still too early 
to say when ARV therapy would be launched in Guinea-Bissau 
or how many people would benefit from government-subsidised 
treatment. (UN Integratéd Régional Information Networks, 
Bissau, July 27) . 


IVORY COAST 


a. Summit on Ivory Coast peace process: 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, July 
28, held several meetings in Ghana in preparation 
for the summit on re-starting the deadlocked Ivory 
Coast peace process. 


He held talks with the executive secretary of the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS), Mohamed ibn 
Chambas, on the strategy for the summit, which the Secretary- 
General called an attempt to salvage the 2003 Linas-Marcoussis 
peace agreement between Ivory Coast’s government, opposition 
and rebel groups. 


He was also scheduled to meet Ivorian Prime Minister 
Seydou Diarra, the summit co-host, as well as Ghanaian 
President John Kufuor and South African President Thabo Mbeki. 


Shortly after.the Secretary-General arrived, he consulted his 
special representative for lvory Coast, Albert Tvodjr, who heads 
the UN peacekeeping operations, known by its French acronym 
ONUCI. | , 


The peace process in Ivory Coast has hit an impasse largely 
over differences of interpretation of the peace agreement by 
President Laurent Gbagbo and the opposition Force Nouvelles. 
Gbagbo suspended his support for opposition ministers in the 
transitional government in May and the Forces Nouvelles left the 
government. (UN News Service, New York, July 28) 


{Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1396:a]} 
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KENYA 


a..Kenyan with Al-Qaeda link held: A Kenyan 
has been arrested in Pakistan on suspicion of being 
linked ta the Al-Qaeda network. 


Identified only as Abdullah, the suspect was among 13 
people, four of them foreigners held by Pakistan security forces 
after a 14-hour gunfight that left at least one policemen injured. 


On July 27, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs swung into action 
to try and establish contacts with Pakistan over the matter. The 
anti-terrorism police unit also moved fast to gather details on the 
detained Kenyan. Sources at the unit said: "We have been made 
aware of the matter but up to now we do not have full details.” 


"We are seeking the Pakistani authorities to establish the 
backgrourd to the suspect. We need to know his full name, his 
past and anything Dat might lead us to something, the source 
said. 


Kenya, which is known to host terrorist cells, suffered the 
brunt of terrorism when in August 1998, Osama Bin Laden's 
Al-Qaeda group, carried out near-simultaneous truck bomb 
attacks on the US embassies in Nairobi and Dar-es-Salaam, 
Tanzania. The attacks killed 224 people, including 12 Americans, 
and wounded’ thousands more. (East African SANGAT, Nairobi, 
‘July 28) 


[Background Info. Kenya, page 1384:a] 


LIBERIA _........ 


a. “UN caver: sees new chapter ahead: A 
United Nations envoy, July 26, congratulated Liberia 
on the progress made ‘since the end of a bloody 
decade-long civil war. 


Jacqu2s Paul Klein, Secretary-General Kofi Annan Special 
Representative and head of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
said the occasion could be called "the first anniversary of the 
new Liberia." He recalled that a year ago, a concerted 
international effort "signalled the beginning of the end of a 
senseless, tragic war that claimed the lives of so many, and 
traumatized the entire nation." 


"Who, a year ago, could have imagined the country-wide 
celebraticn now.taking place? Who could have imagined that 
tens of thousands of combatants would be disarmed, tens of 
thousands of refugees returned, houses rebuilt and hopes for 
the future restored?" he said in an address marking the 
occasion. 


He ncted that Liberians were once again working together, 
alongside the UN, for the betterment of themselves, their families 
and their country. "With you we will celebrate more independence 
days, reflect on the progress the previous year has brought and 
look forward to the advancement the following year shall bear," 
he said. (UN News Service, New York, July 26) : 


b. UN probes cross-border arms smuggling: 
UN peacekeepers are investigating reports of 
smuggling arms and the movement of combatants 
across Liberia's international borders, Gen Joseph 
- Owoniki, the deputy force commander of the UN 
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) disclosed, aiid 21. 
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He told reporters that residents in several border towns and 
villages had informed peacekeepers that former combatants 
were smuggling weapons, mainly AK-47 assault rifles, into 
neighbouring countries. There’ they were bartered for consumer 
goods such as motorbikes, he added. 


Owonibi did not say which of Liberia’s three neighbours were 
involved in the arms smuggling. There have recently been 
persistent reports of Liberian weaponry moving into Sierra 
Leone, Guinea and Ivory Coast. 


“We have reports of cross-border arms smuggling and arms 
exchange for motorcycles," Owonibi said. This is not a media 
report, but our patrol teams and military observers got the 
reports from the local population on the ground," he added. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Monrovia, 
July 21) 


MALAWI 


a. Media involved in AIDS information dis- 
semination: Malawi's National AIDS Commission 
(NAC) and local media houses are currently dis- 
cussing how journalists can help implement the 
country’s national HIV/AIDS policy. 


Launched in early 2004 by former President Bakili Muluzi, 
the policy aims to engage key institutions, like the media, in 
planning, coordinating and ensuring common standards in 
response to the AIDS crisis. Rita Chilolgozi, resident advisor of 


_the policy project, said the, main aim of the NAC was to 


disseminate the HIV/AIDS ‘policy. 


"We need to use the media as a tool to help the people of 
Malawi understand the issues. Writing documents that no one 
sees just isn’t enough. The media must be used as a channel 
through which to pass on the message," The Chronicle, quoted 
Chilolgozi as saying. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg, July 21) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Economic team sacked as prices rise, 
currency falls: President Maaouiya Ould Taya has 
sacked the entire economic team of his government 
following a sharp rise in prices and a big fallin the 
value of Mauritania’s currency, the ouguiya, over 
the past two months. 


The cabinet reshuffle, which featured the replacement of the . 
ministers of finance, economic affairs and trade, was announced 
by state radio, July 25. It was followed by the sacking of the 
central bank chairman, July 26. The other highlight of the 
reshuffle, was the replacement of the interior minister, who is 
responsible for internal security in the country of 2.5 million 
people. 


Altogether, nine new ministers were appointed. It was the 
first major change in Mauritania’s government line-up since Ould 
Taya was re-elected for a further six-year term in a controversial 
election in November 2003. The opposition claimed the poll was 
riddled by fraud. Ould Taya's main challenger, former President 
Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah, was arrested, charged with 
plotting a coup and deprived of his political rights for five years 
immediately afterwards. 
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Mauritania relies heavily on imported food, fuel and 
manufactured goods, but prices have gone through the roof 
over the past two-months following a 30 per cent depreciation 
of the ouguiya on the parallel market, since the end of May. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nouakchott, 
July 26) 


b. More than 120 coup suspects transferred 
to desert prison: More than 120 detainees 
suspected of taking. part in the failed coup in 2003 
against President Maaouiya Ould Taya have been 
transferred from the main naval base in the capital 
Nouakchott to a gendarmerie camp in the desert, 
50 bi east, their relatives and defence lawyers 
sai 

The relatives staged a demonstration outside the High’Court 
in Nouakchott, July 20, to protest against the transfer of the 
prisoners on July 18. 


They also complained about the suspension of all rights, 
a deterioration in the living conditions of the prisoners at their 
new detention centre and delays in starting their trial. 


They said the detainees were being held in metal sheds 


which became unbearably hot by day and had very poor 


conditions of hygiene. 


Defence lawyers said that the transfer of the 120 military and 
three civilian prisoners to a newly built gendarmerie camp near 
Quad Naga on the main road from the capital, could be a sign 
that the government was preparing to try them there with a 
minimum of publicity during the official holiday period, which 
begins on August 1. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nouakchott, July 21) 


Background Info. Mauritania, page1337:a] 


MOROCCO 


a. UN envoy. to meet govt, Polisario leaders: 
The senior United Nations envoy for Western 
Sahara, Alvaro de Soto, has arrived in the region 
to try to initiate fresh talks with Morocco and the 
Frente Polisario, the UN mission to the disputed 
territory announced, July 26. 


in a statement released in Laayoune, the UN Mission for the 
Referendum in Western Sahara, known by its French acronym 
MINURSO, said de Soto has already held in-depth consultations 
in Washington, Paris and Madrid, and was hoping to hold talks 
with the main parties before the seasonal lull in August. 


de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Representative for 
Western Sahara, has assumed greater responsibility since the 
resignation in early June of James A. Baker Il, who had been 
the Secretary-General’s personal envoy. 

MINURSO has been in place since April 1991, when it 
was installed after years of fighting between Western 
Sahara and Morocco following Spain’s withdrawal from the 
territory in 1976. 

The Frente Polisario is also known as the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro. (UN News Service, 
New York, July 26) . 


[Background Info. Morocco, page 1363:a} 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Inflation slowing down: Inflation in Mozam- 
bique appears to be slowing down but not enough 
to meet the government target of an inflation rate 
of no more than 11 per cent for 2004. 


The latest figures published by the Bank of Mozambique 
state that the inflation rate for the first quarter of the year, as 
measured by the Maputo Consumer Price Index, was 4.4 per 
cent. In the first quarter of 2003, inflation was 4.7 per cent. 
Nonetheless, this slowdown is less than expected - mainly 
because prices rose in January by 2.9 per cent, whereas in the 
previous three years prices fell in January. 


The central bank blames this “abnormal" behaviour on "the 
great weight of public expenditure, and on the monetary 
expansion of the last quarter of 2003". 


But when the bank's document gets down to details, other, 
far more concrete and credible factors are mentioned - such as 
the 5.1 per cent rise in the value of the South African rand against 
the Mozambican currency, the.metical, in the first three months 
of the year. The strengthening of -the rand contributes to 
Mozambican inflation because of the huge amounts of South 
African goods, particularly foodstuffs, that the country imports. 
There were also increases in the price of petroleum products (7 
per cent for petrol, 5.5 per cent for kerosene, and 5.8 per cent 
for cooking gas), and a 27 per cent increase in water tariffs. 
(Agencia de Informacao de MOcernque, Maputo, July = 


NIGERIA 


a. Sacked power workers demand compen- 
sation: Two hundred oil workers retrenched by the 
Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), 
July 27, staged a peaceful protest in Warri, 
demanding their immediate re-instatement or the 
payment of N1 billion as compensation for the 
abrupt termination of their employment. 


The workers, who were hitherto, employees of the Warri 
Refining and Petrochemicals Company (VWRPC), a subsidiary of 
the NNPC, said they were engaged as casual employees during 
the dark days of the military regime in Nigeria when embargo 


_ was placed on employment but the refinery needed more 


manpower than it had in its employ. 


Secretary to the Association of Disengaged WRPC Casual 
Workers, Joshua Oghenekevwe, disclosed that among those 
retrenched were men and women who had worked for ten or 
seventeen years and awaiting full absorption. 


With the return of democracy, Oghenekevwe said, this group 
of employees had expected that the subsequent lifting of the 
embargo on employment would meet the aspirations of casual 
workers but were shocked when the management of the NNPC 
sent them packing in a controversial re-organisation exercise 
that saw the workers passing through a fresh recruitment test. 


"Consequent upon this interview for fresh recruitment, we 
received a letter dated June 30 wherein we were informed of 
the result of the said interview and disengagemént of about 95 
per cent of us, contrary to the expectation that many of us will 
be given permanent employment. (This Day, Lagos, July 28) 
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b. Four die as helicopter plunges into Atlantic 
Ocean: No fewer than four persons were feared 
dead, July 27, when a helicopter in which they were 
travelling plunged into the Atlantic Ocean in the 
Escravos area. 


Feared dead in the crash were an injured oil company worker 
and the nurse accompanying him to the hospital and the 
helicopters crew. 


The helicopter, belonging to Chevron, was said to have 
crashed while carrying the injured oil worker and the accompa- 
nying nurse to an hospital in Port Harcourt. Sources told 
Vanguard, July 27, that the helicopter which took off around 2 
am reported missing after take off, fueling speculations that it 
might have run into trouble. 


It was learnt that the search and rescue team of the Nigerian 
Airspace Management Agency (NAMA) immediately set to work 
in search of the missing helicopter, only to discover patches of 

aviation oil in the waters of the Atlantic Ocean. (This Day, Lagos, 
July 28) 


. RWANDA 


_a. UNHCR repatriates second-generation im- 
migrants: The UN refugee agency, UNHCR, has 
repatriated 283 people to Rwanda in a case 
involving second-generation Rwandan immigrants 
living in the eastern Democratic Republic Congo 
town of Kalehe, an official said, July 27. 


The refugees claimed that Congolese military and local 


Officials had rounded them up from their homes in Kalehe and 
detained them in a military camp in Bunyakiri, before forcefully 
expelling them into neighbouring Rwanda, said Mussa Fazil 
Harerimana, the governor of Cyagungu, a Rwandan town that 
shares the border with the Congolese town.of Bukavu. 


“These were Congolese nationals some with national identi- 
fications but have been forced out of their country," she said, 
"Some have torture marks and the girls were raped.” Harerimana 
said the refugees alleged that they were detained in a military 
camp for two weeks and, through the use of repeated torture, 
were forced to admit that they were Rwandans. 


However, an official of the Office of the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said, July 27, that the group was 
composed of second generation Rwandans who's parents had 
immigrated to Congo ( DR) to work as farmers or miners. 


On July 23 the refugees were transported from Bunyakiri to 
Bukavu in three UNHCR trucks after local NGOs alerted UNHCR 
of their presence. In Bukavu, UNHCR interviewed all the 
refugees. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Kigali, July 27) 

b. 503 judicial officers dismissed: The Rwan- 
dan government has fired 503 judicial officers in a 
move described by officials as "a reform of the 
judicial system." 


About 223 new ones were appointed. 


The Secretary General for the Ministry of Justice, Johnston 
Busingye, July 22, said the move was intended largely to improve 
the performance’of the judiciary. 
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"This is part of a four-year reform of Rwanda’s judicial sector 
following recommendations by the Law Reform Commission," 
Busingye said in a telephone interview fråm Kigali. 

"The commission found that most of the judicial officers were 
not academically qualified while there were also reports of 
indiscipline,” he said. 

in the aftermath of the 1994 genocide in Rwanda, courts at 
the provincial and district, level were instituted to prosecute the 
perpetrators of the killings that left close to a million Tutsi and 
moderate Hutus dead. (Monitor, Kampala, July 23) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. UNAMSIL peacekeeper commits suicide: 
Shortly after being given some bad news from 
home, Kenyan UNAMSIL soldier, Private Nzioka of 
the 12th battalion of the Kenyan Contingent de- 
ployed at Rokel checkpoint committed suicide, July 
17, at their battalion headquarters in Masiaka. 

Military spokesman, UNAMSIL Major Wuchuku confirmed 
that the soldier snatched a rifle from his colleague bales shot 
himself. He died instantly. 

Maj Wuchuku would not disclose the “bad news" he 
reportedly got from home. "We are carrying out further 
investigation,” he said. Nzokia is said to have left a note behind, 
but its contents were not disclosed. 

The remains have been taken to one of the mortuary houses 
in Freetown. (Concord Times, Freetown, July 27) 

b. 103 cops sacked for indiscipline: The Sierra - 
Leone Police (SLP) have sacked 103 police per- 
sonnel from the force, according to a Senior 
Assistant Commissioner of Police. 

Police officier Kadie Fakondoh spoke at the weekly police 
press briefing, July 20. She said 18 officers were dismissed for 
bad conduct, 19 had their ranks reduced, the names of 85 were 
struck off as they ceased reporting for work after 21 days, 96 
were given warning letters and 141 were discharged from the 
force. (Concord Times, Freetown, July 22) 


SOMALIA 


a. UN Security Council condemns disruption 
of peace process: The UN Security Council has 
condemned those who are obstructing Somailia’s 
peace process, and warned that anyone persisting 
on the path of confrontation and conflict-will be held 
accountable. 

in a statement read out, July 14, at an open meeting by its 
president for July, Ambassador Mihnea-loan Motoc of Romania, 
the Security Council welcomed steps by the African Union to 
prepare for the deployment of military monitors in Somalia, and 
called on the Somali leaders to cooperate with that initiative. 

The statement called on the Somali parties to respect a 
cessation of hostilities agreement signed between various rival 
groups in the Kenyan town of Eldoret in 2002, according to UN 
News. It also urged Somali factions to ensure security and to 
resolve their differences peacefully. 

"The Council recognises that while the establishment of a 
transitional federal government will be an important step towards 
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establishing sustainable peace and stability in Somalia, much 
effort will lie ahead if this objective is to be achieved,” Motoc 
said. In a series of related provisions, the Council reiterated its 
firm support for the reconciliation process and the ongoing 
Somali National Reconstruction Conference in Kenya, launched 
under the auspices of the regional African inter-Governmental 
Authority on Development (IGAD). (UN Integrated eee 
Information Networks, Nairobi, July 15) 


' {Background info. Somalia, page, 1400:a] 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Tributes pour in as Mandela turns 86: 
Tributes poured in for Nelson Mandela, July 19, as 
he celebrated his 86th birthday with close family 
ee far from the familiar gaze of the world’s 
media 


Among the ‘well-wishers was erstwhile foe Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, whose opposition Inkatha Freedom Party fought a 
fierce turf war with Mandela’s African National Congress that 
saw an estimated 20,000 people killed in the years leading up 
to the first all-race elections in 1994 which installed Mandela as 
President. 


"Through his unstinting work and dedication Madiba has 
- mangaged to touch the hearts and souls of millions of people 
across the globe," Buthelezi said in a public birthday message 
to Mandela, affectionately known by his clan name Madiba. 


The New National Party,-which rose from the ashes. of the 
National Party #hat constructed the apartheid system of racial 
segregation and exploitation, praised the example Mandela has 
set for South Africans. 


“The nation is indebted to former President for the selfless 
service he continues to give the nation and especially those in 
need. To Mandela there is never a thought spared for himself, 
it is always for others,“ the party said of the man its political 
forbears saw jailed for 27 years. 


After his release from jail, Mandela is credited with holding 
South Africa together as its first black President and averting a 
race war that many predicted after the end of white hegemony 
in 1994. (Hindu, New Delhi, July 19) 


SUDAN 
a. UN staff ends three-day observer mission 


in Darfur: An observer group of United Nations - 


staff, Sudanese officials and representatives of 
concerned countries, July 28, wrapped up their 
three-day visit to troubled Darfur, where local 
civilians have been fleeing deadly militia attacks. 


The group - which is attempting to verify whether Sudan is 
meeting its pledges to disarm the Arab Janjaweed militias and 
restore security to Darfur - will report its findings to the next 
meeting of a joint Sudanese-UN body charged with making sure 
its commitments are achieved, UN spokesperson Marie Okabe 
told a press briefing, July 28. 


After visiting fhe camp for IDPs at the town of Mornei in West 


Darfur, the group headed back to Khartoum, the Sudanese 
capital, Ms. Okabe said. 
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The UN and Sudan set up the‘ Joint Implementation 
Mechanism (JIM) after signing a communique on July 3 outlining 
their pledges to alleviate what has been described as the world’s 
worst humanitarian crisis. The observer mission was organized 
through JIM. 


Ms. Okabe said the security situation remains highly 
unstable in Darfur'’s north, with humanitarian agencies there 
reporting that the Sudanese. Government is pressuring IDPs 
to leave the temporary camps and return to their home villages. 
(UN News Service, New York, July 28) 


Arab women encouraged Darfur rapes, says Amnesty: 
While African women in Darfur were being raped by the 
Janjaweed militiamen, Arab women stood nearby and sang for 
joy, according to an Amnesty International report published, July 
19. The songs of the Hakama, or the “Janjaweed women" as 
the refugees call them, encouraged the atrocities committed by 
the militiamen. 


The women singers stirred up racial hatred against black 
civilians during attacks on villages in Darfur and celebrated the 
humiliation of ‘their enemies, the human rights group said. 


"[They}] appear to be the communicators during the attacks. 
They are reportedly not actively involved in attacks on people, 
but participate in acts of looting." 


Amnesty International collected several testimonies mention- 
ing the presence of Hakama while women were raped by the 
Janjaweed. 


During an attack on the village of Disa in June 2003, Arab 
women accompanied the attackers and sang songs praising the 
Government and insulting the black villagers. 


According to an African chief quoted in the report, the singers 
said: "The biood of the blacks runs like water, we take their 
goods and we chase them from our area and our cattle will be 
in their land. The power of [Sudanese President Omer Hassan] 
Al-Bashir belongs to the Arabs and we will kill you until the end, 
you blacks, we have killed your God." 


The chief said that the Arab women also racially insulted 
women from the village: "You are gorillas, you are black, and 
you are badly dressed." The Janjaweed have abducted women 
for use as sex slaves, in some cases breaking their limbs to 
prevent them escaping, as well as carrying out rapes in their 
home villages, the report said. 


The militiamen “are happy when they rape. They sing when 
they rape and they tell that we are just slaves and that they can 
do with us what they wish," a 37-years-old victim, identified as 
A, is quoted as saying in the report, which was based on over 
100 testimonies from women in the refugee camps in neighbour- 
ing Chad. Pollyanna Turscott, Amnesty International's Darfur 
crisis co-ordinator said the rape was part of a systematic 
dehumanization of women. The UN estimates that up to 30,000 
people have been killed in Darfur, and over a million have been 
forced to flee their homes. Another human rights organisation, 
Human Rights Watch, July 20 published alleged Sudanese 
Government documents showing that it was much more closely 
involved with the Janjaweed than it has so far admitted. The 
documents, which Human Rights Watch said it had obtained 
from the civilian administration in Darfur and are dated February 
and March 2004, call for "provisions and ammunition" to be 
delivered to the Janjaweed militia. 
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Peter Takirambudde, executive director of Human Rights 
Watch's Africa division, said: "These documents show that militia 
activity has not just been condoned, it’s been specifically 
supported by Sudan Government officials." 


The official Government line is that it did not arm or support 
the Janjaweed, though ifs presence was useful in helping to 
combat rebels in Darfur. (Guardian, London/Hindu, Madras, 
July 21) 

Sudan asks UK to keep off: Sudan warned Britain that it 
risked becoming bogged down in an Iraq-style quagmire if it sent 
troops to Darfur, where more than a million refugees face the 
threat of famine, disease and attacks by pro-government militia, 


The Foreign Minister, Mustafa Osman Ismail, said British 
soldiers would be seen as an occupying force and face a 
backlash from the people of Darfur. 


More than 1 million refugees, mainly from Darfur’s black 
African tribes, have fled their homes after being attacked by the 
predominantly Arab Janjaweed militia, armed and sponsored by 
the Sudanese Government. 


They now live in tent cities where a shortage of rations and 
overcrowding are leading to deaths from hunger and disease. 


Speaking at a press conference in Paris, Ismail, expressed 
irritation with Britain and the US, which have been preséihg the 
Sudanese Government to disarm the Janjaweed and protect the 
refugee camps. "I don’t understand why Britain and the United 
States are systematically increasing pressure against us and not 
operating through the United Nations," Ismail said. "(This) 
pressure closely resembles the increased pressure, that was put 
on Iraq.” 


He was responding to a report that Downing Street had drawn 
up contingency plans involving British forces, though (the British 
Prime Minister) Tony Blair hopes diplomatic and political pressure 
on the Government in Khartoum will work. 


Ismail said Sudan should be given time to implement a deal 
made earlier with the UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan, to 
disarm the Janjaweed militia, protect the displaced civilians and 
suspend travel restriction on relief workers. He ‘said it would be 
a mistake for Britain to become involved militarily in Darfur. 


"f (Blair) is going to send troops to Darfur, we will withdraw 
our troops and give him a chance to maintain security," he said. 
(Guardian, London/Hindu, Madras, July 24) 


Libya to serve humanitarian corridor for Sudan: Libya 
has agreed to serve as a humanitarian corridor to enable the 
United Nations to deliver emergency supplies to more than one 
million Sudanese -displaced by civil conflict ene attacks by militias 
in the Darfur region of the country. 


Announcing the deal, the World Food Programme (WFP) 
said the first shipments will be delivered: via Libya in August 
towards helping an estimated 1.2 million people in Darfur and 
another 175,000 refugees in neighbouring Chad. 

The deal comes amid mounting concerns over acute 
malnutrition levels among Sudanese living in Darfur and Chad, 
with more than one in four found to be suffering in some areas. 

WFP Deputy Executive Director John Powell praised Libya 
for helping tackle what senior UN officials have described as the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. (Statesmen, Calcutta, July 17) 
[Background info. Sudan, page 1413:a] 
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Chaos still stalks the Sudanese schoolgirls 
burned alive: Two weeks after Colin L Powell and 
Kofi Annan visited Nyala in Sudan in the hope that 
the glare of diplomatic shame might arrest a 
humanitarian crisis, conditions in western Sudan 
have grown even worse. 


Scarcely had the US Secretary of State and the UN 
Secretary General ended their tour, witnesses said, when on 
July 8, gunmen stormed a girls’ school in the desert region of 
Darfur, chained a group of students together and set the building 
on fire. The charred remains of eight young victims were still in 
shackles when African Union military observers arrived on the 
scene. 


That attack at the girls’ school was evidence that the sort of 
violence being waged by Arab militias, known as Janjaweed, on 
the black African population of this desert region is continuing 
even after the Sudanese government dispatched soldiers and 
police officers to the region. 


On the heels of killings like these, however, there is now 
sickness and starvation and such a threat of epidemic in the 
region that disease could end up causing more deaths than the 
months of violence. In the case of disease, the victims go more 
slowly. Most are like the two children whose hearts recently 
stopped beating as a doctor held them in his arms. Both were 
chronically malnourished, sapped of their strength over time. 


~ “Ehrlich isa New Jersey’ pediatrician’ working for ‘Doctors 
Without Borders’ at the sprawling Kalma camp outside Nyala. 
He sat on a strawmat in front of a long line of mothers, each of 
whom cradled a malnourished baby in her arms. Nobody knows 
how many bodies have been buried beneath Darfur’s hard earth 
since violence broke out here in early 2003. Estimates of the 
deaths begin at 30,000 and go up. In recent weeks, though, 
graves are being dug faster than ever, relief workers say, with 
disease now proving deadlier than the marauding men with guns. 
Controlling the guns has proven ineffective. 


In Nyala, the capital of one of the three states in Darfur 
affected by the violence, government officials said they now 
control a 25-mile radius outside of town. In government-held 
portions of Darfur the signs of misery seemed more acute than 
ever, and the camps had grown significantly larger as more 
villagers sought security in them. 


There was a man writhing on the floor of the Nyala hospital! 
with a gash in his bicep that he received during a militia attack 
several days earlier. There were skeletal babies, many of whom 
no longer had the energy to cry. One young boy with burn marks 
on his face, his arms and much of his body approached a visitor 
outside Nyala and asked for something to eat. He was burned, 
he said, when his village was set afire. 


Most experts predict that the situation in Darfur will get much 
worse. The US Agency for International Development has 
estimated a death toll of about 300,000 by year’s end, if the aid 
response is swift, and up to a million casualties should help be 
slow in coming. 


The conflict is a complex one, part land clash between 
farmers and herders, part rebel insurgency and part government 
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military Sacto islam is the religion of most people. in the 
region but the Arab militias seem to attack only- black Africans. 
_The chaos-began in early, 2003, when two rebel groups launched 
‘attacks on the government. A cease-fit ire between the government 
‘and the rebels is now in effect. Talks aimed_at formally, ending 
‘the conflict have gone. nowhere. Small children are the first’ to 
‘die’ in ‘a ‘health crisis like the one ‘unfolding here. Diarrhea and 
‘dysentery weaken them. Their kidneys eventually, oe function- 
ng Then their hearts begin failing’ too. 


Over time, they become ‘so debilitated that their immune 
‘systems no longer: protect them from’ the’ many germs that fill 
the air in the crowded us that so many villagers now call 
home: >` 


Feeding. centres for starving children have been set up across 
the region and hundreds ‘of babies arrive every wéek, cradled 
„by their desperate mothers. The children are weighed and 
measured.’ Only the skinniest-and sickest are allowed In. In 
‘overcrowded camps; - "it's like sitting on'a bomb," said Dr Neévio 
Zagaria, who works for the: WHO in Nyala. (New, York Times/ 
‘Deccan Herald, Bangalore, July 25) =. 


b. LRA kills 40 in southern Sudan: The LRA 
rebels recently’ killed about 40 péople’ during a raid 
on' villages’ in southern Sudan,” including ‘seven 
Sudan People’s: Liberation Army Sah queda 


~ -ais m 


t 
Ge. ee OSE 


"LRA rebels, ‘July 23,. raided the l village of Moti; ‘came 
across our small detachment there, overran it ‘and killed seven 
of our fighters," i SPLA liaison offi icer in Kampala, George. Riak, 
said., ' 


“Moti is a. ‘remote ‘village | ‘about 50km Southeast of the 
A Khartoum-held town of Juba..The; SPLA, which, „controls the major 
agreement with- Khartoum. on ending the 21-year-old civil war, in 
the south, 2) 0 5. tors sh 


- Another. militia force, the Eaua Belenss Forces: (EDF), 
claimed the.LRA was -aided:-by the -Sudanese government 
gunships. "Hundreds of LRA rebels supported still by Govern- 
ment of Sudan Army have launched fresh full attack on.the village 


of Moti," EDF's Secretary General, Charles, Barnaba Kisanga, 


told a press release. ` 

“According to our commanders in vihe battlef eld our positions 
‘have been. strafed time and again by the Sudan government 
army helicopter gunship in aid of: the LRA rebels," he added. 
asia Neier: July 26) . pea 


TUNISIA. 
Spotlight - 


“ Online censorship lurks: Walking coward an 
internet cafe in Tunis, Siham Bensedrine, a journal- 
ist and human rights advocate, quietly points out 
the secret police agent regularly a to watch 
‘her building. - 


. She chooses a cafe at some distance from her apartment, 
lest the owner take fright at her surfing the Web with foreign 
visitors. Once inside, she sits at a terminal beneath several 
‘intimidating signs. “It is strictly forbidden to ae to banned 
sites," reads one in part. ' = 
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: Bensedrine types. in the address for-her weekely magazine, 
“Kalima, and-a notice that the site is inaccessible pops onto the 
screen: She runs through a half-dozen addresses. for other 
independent Tunisian. publications and is equally thwarted. Her 
attempts to open a variety;of foreign-sites, like that of a 
-Without Borders, -fail as well. be eee sae Sf ey 


-"."In'this country, all the’ sites that spéak about freedorn are 
blocked," sighs Bensedrine. The experiences of Bensedrine and 
‘other activists like her in Tunis and across.the region reflect the 
practical difficulty in trying.to bring reform. to;the. Arab world. 
Governments have become very adept at talking about reform, 
-but they have been reluctant to put it into’practice.: ~- ...:: 


“Arab leaders meeting’ in Tunis in-May issued a: five-page 
‘document, the Tunis-Declaration, committing themselves to basic 
rights like freedom of speech, -an- independent judiciary ‘and 
fostering. civil society.:But a far. more stifling reality prevails in 
: the real-life. Arab world; where frustrated political activists-hear 
promises. from: their own leaders or from aa and ask, 
"When?" fis ao tig 


- To take*the Internet ‘as ‘just. one example, Tonis; “under 
“President ‘Zine el-Abidine Ben Ali; has proven itself to be perhaps 

. the most-repressive Arab. government, activists say. Not-only are 
‘many Web, sites blocked, but e-mail is also heavily monitored. 
„The ability:to offer Web-services is kept within a small privileged 
Circle. Web. cafes are closed if deemed too lax about monitoring 
1 Sites visited by. patrons.. Harsh-jail sentences are meted out for 

creating or even visiting banned sites. ‘ 7 


The’ number ‘of Web ċafes'is shrinking in Tunis pecas šo 
many have been closed. Activists are especially incensed: that 
‘the: United ‘Nations has chosen Tunis for the. next international 
i conference on information technology, wondering how-a country 
.that-so heavily curbs: Internet..access can: be. used to: oe 
Ce DonSta its future potential or Po ns r 


< With ‘more sophisticated ‘filtering -techniques ` that : block 
‘restricted sites far more vigorously, struggling’ Tunisian publica- 
‘tions'like Kalima resort to the underground techniques of the old 
“Soviet Union—photocopying ‘their mapaanes and passima inem 
around clandestinely. 


"Tunisia is economically liberated, but politically we live in 
the’ Soviet ‘Union of the 1950's: that:is the paradox; says 
Souhayer BelHassen, the: deputy director of the Tunisian League 
for Human Rights. . ty, 


Many activists say the Internet jot off to a bad start when 
the first licence went to the president's oldest daughter, Cyrine 
‘Ben Ali. (Tunisian offi cials say that. she is a respected 
businesswoman and that her company has nothing to ‘do with 
the government's seeking to maintain control.) . 


7 - This spring, eight young inen accused of terrorism were given 
‘nearly 20-year prison sentences. The government accuses them 
of trying to learn how’ to use explosives via the Internet’ and 
planning to attack a police station and a girls’ school. Defence 
lawyers say they had a healthy adolescent curiosity and were 
visiting sites about the Palestinian cause and Al-Qaeda. 


"There is actually no’ law against entering certain Internet 
sites, and yet they used the sités they entered as the strongest 
evidence that they are alba said Samir Ben Amor, one 
defence laywer. , - , 
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- ‘The cese of the defendants:is hardly unique. Zohair Yahyaoui_ 


decided a few.years ago to start a Web magazine, Tunezine,. its 
sarcastic. commentaries soon irritated the government... °° « : 


When President Ben Ali organized a:referendum in: 2002 to 
alter .the Constitution .to lift. the: limit: on’ presidential terms, 
Yahyaoui organized a referendum, too, asking visitors to his Web 
site to choose. whether, Tunisia wasa, republic, a monarchy, a 
prison ora zoo, T he. government voted by, jailing iiae for 
nearly 18 months... ack seep 


Tunisian officials. defend the country’s interet seconds They 
point out fhat the country is advanced in computerizing everything 
from university registration to soccer tickets. They also note that 
sites that were once blocked, like Amnesty, International and 
much of the French press, are. now, open., "The sites that are 
blocked >elong to fundamentalist and ‘terrorist groups, " one 
Tunisian official said. ` 


Tunisian activitsts don't expect any real American pressuré 
for internal change any time soon. Because Ben ali "is a good 
pariner in the war against terrorism." Ms Bensedrine said, “the 
Americans ignore all the measures taken against democracy". 
(Neil Mas sFarquhar i in ) New roe Ti TmegAslan ae ney al 
July3) © oot oe ia : l me 


UGAN DA, 


a. ‘Trade union signs. pact: Tea workers: will 
benefit from an increase in quality.and production 
of tea after Uganda Tea Association (UTAY and 


National- Union. -of..Plantations and . Agricultural- 


Workers Union signed the the: Enterprise Level 
Bargaining Agreement. a -At Hotel amcana 
recently. : . Be e a a 


Workers” MP -Joram ‘ Pajobo gnd ass Munabi, UTA's 
chairma^1' signed thè agreement. Munabi told employers to 
recognise trade: ünions-'beċcause` they- are a pior fòr 
employees to fight for their rights. ©- '. ; 


Pajcbo said the agreement aims at examining the price of 
tea on the world-market.and ensuring that the welfare of workers 
is impraved. Hé said’ rewarding workers: continuously according 
to their productivity would start. (New ‘Vision, Kampala, July. 28) 


b. 15 Kenyan fishermen arrested by Ugandan 
authorities: -Fifteen. Kenyan ‘fishermen were ar- 
. tested by Ugandan authorities, July 22, for allegedly 
trespassing into that country's waters during their 
fishing expeditions. : z Se 


The fi shermen were nabbed’ at Mahanga beech and taken 
to Hama island patrol base where they were detained. Confi irming 
the arrests, Nyanza Provincial Police boss Bakari Jambeni said 
the Ugandan police also confiscated their fishing gear and.catch. 


‘However, Jambeni ‘said, intérvention by the Kenyan police 
had ‘lecto the’ release of 10’ of the fishermen. Théy were also 
given kack their fishing gear. The police boss said everything 
was being. done to ensure the remaining five were released by 
July 24. Jambeni appealed. to the fishermen. to confine. them- 
selves ło the Kenyan part of the lake to prevent more, conflicts. 


However, most of the Kenyan fishermen, who have been arrested 


by Ugandan authorities, say there are no boundaries in the lake 
to guide their movements. Cross-border fi ishing has been a thorny 
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issue between, Kenyan, Ugandan and Tanzanian authorities, Top 
fisheries officials have held several. meetings to harmonise the 
operations over alleged trespass mainly by Kenyan fi fishermen: 
(East African Standard, Nairobi, July 24) . 


ZIMBABWE 


„a. AirZim workers held for human trafficking: 
Police. ‘and secret..security agents based at the 
Harare’ International Airport have smashed an 
international human trafficking syndicate in which 
workers.of Air Zimbabwe were smuggling fugitives 
and.asylum seekers onto London-bound planes for 
huge pay-offs, nvesagations by me Standard have 
revealed. .. 


‘Three workers at the heavily-indebtad national airline were 
recently-arrested for helping the two foreigners get into a piane 
using forged South African passports. 


Investigators -say the two foreigners had paid out several 
millions of dollars to be shared among members of the syndicate 
before they were guaranteed passage through the security 
check-points at the airport. Assistant Police Commissioner 
Wayne Bvudzijena confirmed the crackdown had resulted in two 
foreigners being arrested while hiding in an Air Zimbabwe aircraft 
bound for the United Kingdom. 


"Two people, one from Pakistan and another from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo were arrested on July 4 after 
they used fake passports to get into the plane with the 
assistance, ~of-Air. -Zimbabwe personnel: The Air Zimbabwe 
workers are now facing corruption charges," said Byudzijena. 
(Zimbabwe Standard, Harare, July 25) 


.b: :Chegutu: mayor. Dhlakama arrested: 
Chegutu . mayor: Francis Dhlakama, his - deputy 
Phineas Mariyapera and some councillors were 
arrested and brought. before a magistrate and they 
were remanded to custody.. 

Officer-in-Charge for police in Chegutu Inspector Ganyani 
confirmed to The Herald, July 22, the arrest of the senior council 
officials.and their subsequent appearance in court, but could not 
shed; more light- on the nature of their charges. 


He referred questions to the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment (Serious Fraud Squad) officers, who-could not be reached 


for. comment. All councillors, including the mayor, have been on 


suspension since June- to allow investigations by an audit 
committee set up by the.Minister of Local Government, Public 
Works and National Housing, ignatius Chombo. 


Dhlakama assumed office on an opposition MDC ticket in 
2001 .while’, other councillors were elected .under the ruling 
Zanu-PF aegis. The audit report from the. ministry had recom- 


mended, that the council. be dissolved and a commission be 
appointed -to..run.. council after it had cited a number of 


irregularities, including that of defying the minister.. (Herald, 


Harare, July 26) 


ë. Court dismisses newspaper appeal: The 


_ Zimbabwean High ` Court, July 21, dismissed an 


urgent chamber’ ‘application by The Tribune news- 
paper to resume publishing, following its closure i in 
June under tough media laws. 


R.N.I. No. DELENG/2000/891 
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Africa Tribune Newspapers (ATN), publishers of The Tribune, 
had lodged an urgent application after the government-appointed 
Media and Information Commission (MIC) ordered it closed for 
not adhering to media regulations - the third newspaper in under 
a year to be shut by the commission. 


The MIC suspended the ATN’s publishing licence for one 
year in June after accusing its new owners of failing to report 
ownership changes as required under the Access to Information 
and Protection of Privacy Act. 


The MIC also complained that the new owners had not 
informed them that, due to high input costs, the newspaper had 
merged its two titles, The Business Tribune and The Weekend 
Tribune, to form The Tribune. 


"The commission's view is that this contravention deserves 
the penalty of a cancellation, and that this is a lawful response 
as set out under the Access to Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act," said MIC lawyer Johannes Tomana. 

Mathew Takaona, president of the Zimbabwe Union of 
Journalists, said the continued closure of The Tribune was another 
blow to press freedom and media pluralism. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Harare, July 21) 


[Background info. Zimbabwe, page 1391:a] 
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a. Refugees from Africa get new life in US: 
For Abow Edow, a Bantu refugee from Somalia who 
now lives in Tucson, the Fourth of July holiday was 
just another day. Edow was washing dishes at the 
Westin La Paloma Resort and Spa. His wife, Madina 
idle, was folding sheets and towels several corridors 
away. 

But work is good. If the: celebration of America’s inde- 
pendence on the Fourth was just another day, it was a day in 
an extraordinary year for the couple, their two children and a 
grandson. 


Edow, 57, and Ms Idle, 42, have found themselves, after 
12 years in refugee camps, at the end of the rainbow: 
America. 


"In Somalia, | dreamed of the United States, even though I 
didn’t know anything about it," Edow said, speaking through a 
translator like the other Bantu adults interviewed. 


America represents opportunity, Bantu refugees say, which 
involves hard work, struggles with English, discarding cultural 
ways—like the physical disciplining of children and arranged 
marriages—and a wary assimilation with Americans and other 
refugee groups in Tucson. 

Edow (pronounced EE-doh ) and Ms Idle Grono 
EE-dalay)‘are part of a continuing resettlement of 13,000 Bantu 
people from Somalia, descendants of people kidnapped from 


African Chronicle 


July 15-28, 2004 


southern Africa by Arab slave traders two centuries ago. As-part _ 
of one of the most ambitious relocations of political refugees by 
the United States in recent history, the Bantu couple arrived in 


-Tucson in May 2003 from a Kenyan camp. 


They were uneducated and unfamiliar with basic facts of 
American life like electircal appliances and indoor plumbing. 


Now Edow and Ms Idle drive themselves to work in their 
own car. They pay the $635 rent for their three bedroom 
apartment. The children, a 15-year-old and two 8-year-olds, 
are in school, earning good grades. Edow is saving money to 
buty a house. 


"Every month | pay rent,” he said, a cellphone in his hand 
and a videotape of "Shrek" entertaining his children in the next 
room. “It's good to own a house. It belongs to you." 


The availability of entry-level jobs in hotels has made Tucson 
a popular destination for resettling pomans Afghans and 
Liberians. 


There are 71 Bantu people, and more than 100 are expected 
by the end of the year. 


Edow and Ms Idle escaped from Somalia to Kenya on foot, 
a 10-day walk without food. In Somalia, Edow said, he watched 
as his father was executed with a hammer and nails. 


Now, in life-skill classes that supplement daily English 
classes, Bantu parents learn that hitting their children is 
discouraged, though that was how they were disciplined in 
Africa. 


They make a wary peace with African-Americans at home 
and at school who consider them foreign. 


Caseworkers, school officials and employers say the Bantus 
are making the most remarkable progress of the refugee groups 
in Tucson, given that they arrived with the most remarkable 
disadvantages: the trauma of tribal war in Somalia, where the 
Bantus were considered low -caste and denied opportunities for 
education and employment, and rural ignorance of Western 
culture and modern life. 


The Bantu refugees had to be taught to tell time, an 
accomplishment that fills them with pride. Clocks and calendars 
decorate many Bantu homes in Mission Vista, an apartment 
complex where many, including Edow and Idle, live. 


"| adjusted to time," said Makai Osman, 38, a Bantu friend 
of Ms Idle’s who lives in Mission Vista. "| was scared, but l'm 
punctual now." 


Karen Bailey, the community resource coordinator with the 
International Rescue Committee, said, “With most refugees, until 
they've gotten their citizenship, there's always that feeling that 
it's just not real." 


Ms Osman said forcefully: "| want to be Tucsonian. | don’t 
want to go back, no way. | don’t dream at all of going back to 
Somalia.” (William L Hamilton, New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, July 17) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Scribe sentenced to 3 months in prison: 
The Djelfa Appeals Court, Aug 8, sentenced 
Hafnaoui Ghoul, a correspondent for the daily E/ 
Youm, to three months in prison with no parole, a 
fine of 50,000 dinars and one million dinars in 
damages. 


The verdict increases the punishment handed down in an 
earlier court ruling. Djelfa is located 270 km south of the capital, 
Algiers. 


On June 23, a Djelfa court had sentenced Ghoul to two 
months in prison with no parole and ordered him to pay a 50,000 
dinar fine and 1 million dinars in damages. The journalist and 
human rights activist was served with 14 separate defamation 
charges following the May 23 publication of an article in the 
Arabic-language daily E/ Djazair News. In his article, Ghoul had 
denounced mismanagement and rampant corruption by provin- 
cial authorities. 


In an Appeals Court hearing of another case, Ghoul also saw 
his sentence increased. His original June 9 sentence of two 
months in prison and a fine of 300,000 dinars for “insult and 
defamaticn" was increased to three months in prison. 


Djelfa’s governor and other local officials in the province felt 
they were defamed in an interview Ghoul gave to the French- 
language daily Le Soir d’Algerie, published on May 17. In the 
article, the journalist accused local officials of corruption and 
misuse of public funds, and criticised poor health services in the 
region. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Aug 12) 


Three dailies fail to appear: Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) has expressed concern over the disappearance of dailies 
Le Matin, Le Nouvel Algrie Actualit, and El Djarida from 
newsstands after failing to settle debts incurred with the 
state-owned printer. 


The organisation fears authorities may be using the debts 
as a fiscal weapon to stifle press freedom. 


"We are extremely worried about the use of fiscal weapons, 
which have been successfully exploited in the past, to keep the 
press in line. Three privately owned dailies failed to appear on 
newsstands. Certainly, it is normal to expect newspapers to settle 
their debis with the state printers. But it is also essential that the 
printers be flexible and conciliatory in their attempts to find 
“solutions to the financial difficulties in which numerous privately- 
owned papers find themselves. It is thus deplorable that the debt 
repayment schedule proposed by Le Matin was refused, leading 
to its forced publication suspension, which we hope will be 
short-lived. At a time when the government appears to be 
prioritising fiscal stability, it is somewhat surprising that they are 
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not more concerned about the debts of those papers close to 
the ruling party. The jailing of journalists, the rampant use of 
litigation and the publication suspensions all pose a danger to 
press freedom in Algeria," RSF said. 


Le Matin has not been available on newsstands since July 
24, 2004. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, July 28) 


[Background Info. Algeria, page 1393:a]) #7 


ANGOLA 


a. Expulsion of illegal miners resumed: 
Angolan security forces are again arresting and 
expelling illegal Congolese and West African dia- 
mond traffickers but there have been few signs of 
a repeat of the violence seen earlier, according to 
aid and humanitarian workers. 


Sources said Angolan authorities had begun repatriating 
illegal workers in three diamond-rich northern provinces following 
the end of a 45-day moratorium in July and that, so far, the 
process seemed to be orderly and without the abuse that 
characterised a previous crackdown. 


"It is clear the operations started again on July 16 in Uige, ` 
Malanje and Lunda-Norte. At the moment we have not received 
any allegations of human rights violations," one senior humani- 
tarian officer said. 


The Angolan authorities are believed to have expelled around 
120,000 Congolese and 3,500 West Africans in a clampdown 
on illegal diamond traffickers that began in December 2003. At 
the end of May 2004, they agreed to the moratorium after the 
Democratic Republic of Congo complained it was unable to cope 
with the influx. 


UN agencies estimated that 2,500 people a day were arriving 
in the Congo (DR), mostly in areas where there was no food, 
water or shelter for them. Angolan security officials had 
reportedly sexually abused women and girls on the pretext of 
searching for hidden diamonds, the UN Office for the Coordina- 
tion of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Luanda, Aug 8) 


[Background Info. Angola, page 1333:a] 


BENIN 


a. 2 suspected human traffickers nabbed: 
National Agency For The Prohibition of Traffic in 
Persons And Other Related Matters (NAPTIP) said 
it has recorded major breakthroughs following the 
arrests in Contonou, Republic of Benin, of two 
suspects and four victims. 
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Addressing newsmen in Abuja, Aug 10, the agency’s 
executive secretary Carol Ndagubah, said the victims and the 
alleged traffickers were all traced to Uromi, Edo State. 


The Executive Secretary disclosed that the importance of the 
arrest was that it would help her agency break the circle of 
conspiracy of silence usually experienced with deportees. 


According to her, the problem the agency usually encounters 
in prosecuting suspected traffickers was the unwillingness of 
their victims to give evidence because they usually pass through 
spiritual systems, involving the taking of oaths, which forbid them 
to reveal the traffickers. (This Day, Lagos, Aug 11) 


[Background Info. Benin, page 1405:b] 


BURUNDI 


a. First Nepalese peacekeepers arrive: The 
first 170 Nepalese peacekeeping troops for the UN 
Operation in Burundi arrived in the capital, Bujum- 
bura, Aug 6, military spokesman Maj Modisane 
Masebe said at a weekly news conference. 


They are part of the 900-man Nepalese contingent expected 
to join the mission soon. They are also the first non-African troops 
to arrive but will be joined by Pakistanis in a few days. Masebe 
said equipment for a Pakistani second level hospital had already 
reached Burundi. 


Chief of Public Information Isabelle Abric said these contin- 
gents would join the 2,900 UN African troops already in Burundi. 
Those troops—from Ethiopia, Mozambique and South Africa— 
had previously served in the African Mission in Burundi until June 
1, when they began operating under a UN mandate. 


That mandate, which the UN delegated to them on May 21, 
authorises the deployment of 5,650 peacekeepers. The troops 
are due to be deployed in several parts of the country, especially 
Bujumbura Rural Province, where there is sporadic fighting 
between government forces and those of the Front National de 
Liberation loyal to Agathon Rwasa. 


Rwasa's Hutu movement is the only rebel faction that has 
rejected negotiations with the transitional government, demand- 
ing instead direct talks with members of the Tutsi community. 
(UN Integrated Regional information Networks, Bujumbura , 
Aug 6) 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1406:a] 


CAMEROON 


a. Aid pact to fight AIDS: The government, Aug 
10, signed a partnership agreement with Coca-cola 
Africa Foundation and UNESCO. 


The Minister of Public Health, Urbain Olanguena Awono, who 
doubles as the President of the National Committee for the Fight 
Against AIDS (NACC), in Yaounde, signed the partnership accord 
with “The Coca-Cola Africa Foundation” (TCCAF) and -United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisations 
(UNESCO) to intensify the fight against HIV/AIDS in the rural 
areas through the use of rural community radios. 


The accord makes provision for CFA 48 million to carry out 
the campaign. NACC contributed CFA 30 million while CFA 18 
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million will come from Coca-Cola. The project will be imple- 
mented by UNESCO, which will provide technical support. 


The convention was signed by the Minister of Public Health, 
the representative of UNESCO Jaques Mba-Nze and the 
representative of Coca-Cola, Christophe Konan N'dri. During the 
event, the minister stressed that the government has always 
aimed at reaching the rural masses in the fight against AIDS. 
He therefore expressed his gratitude to Coca-Cola and UNESCO 
for the initiative taken to join in the fight against AIDS in remote 
areas through the use of community radios. 


Urbain Olanguena Awono noted that the network of commu- 
nity radio developed by the Ministry of Communication with aid 
from UNESCO is an instrument of development. (Cameroon 
Tribune, Yaound, Aug 11) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Journalist gets suspended prison sen- 
tence for libel: A court in the Central African 
Republic (CAR) has handed down a one-year 
suspended prison sentence and a US $1,000 fine 
to a journalist of a privately-owned newspaper for 
"publicly insulting" an official of the country’s 
electricity company. 

However, state-owned Radio Centrafrique reported, Aug 9, 
that the Bangui Court of First Instance acquitted Maka Gbos- 
sokotto, the publisher of the Le Citoyen daily newspaper, of 
slander, saying there was no evidence to prove the charge. 


Gbossokotto was arrested on July 8. 


The radio quoted Trinit Bango-Sangafio, who presided over 
the trial, as saying Gbossokotto’s sentence was in accordance 
with Article 142 of the CAR penal code, which states that “public 
insult" is a punishable offence. Court prosecutor Firmin Feindiro 
had sought a one-year prison sentence for Gbossokotto. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Bangui, Aug 10) 


{Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1406:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Evangelical radio station shut down, six 
employees arrested: The National Intelligence 
Agency (ANR) officers raided the premises of Radio 
Hosanna, a Lubumbashi-based evangelical radio 
Station, Aug 4. 


The ANR officers confiscated all of the station's equipment, 
including its transmitter, and arrested six employees and a 
follower who were present at the time. The seven persons are 
being detained at an ANR detention centre in Kapenda. The 
station is owned by the Church of the New City of David (Eglise 
Nouvelle Cit, de David). 


According to information received by JED, the ANR accused 
Radio Hosanna of airing a sermon by Pastor Albert Lukusa on 
July 31 that “incited citizens to rebel against the national 
authorities”. 


In a June 30 sermon, Lukusa, who heads the Church of the 
New City of David, gave a "country situation report" in which he 
discussed the role of the church in the country and accused 
government officials of “not responding to the basic needs of 
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citizens". The pastor also discussed the sensitive issue of 
ethnicity in the. Democratic Republic of Congo, saying that the 
country was “run by Rwandans and Senegalese”. 


On August 3, ANR officers arrested Lukusa. He was 
previously detained in July because of the same sermon, which 
first aired on July 1. (international Freedom of Expression 
Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, Aug 6) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1419:b] 


ERITREA 


a. SA to open embassy in Eritrea: South 
Africa's political and economic relations with Eritrea 
are set to deepen when Pretoria opens its first 
Embassy at the Eritrean capital of Asmara on 
October 1. 


The SA Foreign Affairs Minister Nkosazana Diamini-Zuma 
met her Eritrean counterpart Ali Said Abdella during her visit in 
Asmara, Aug 3, to deepen political and economic relations with 
that country. 


Dr Dlamini-Zuma also paid a courtesy call on Eritrean 
President Isaias Afwerki to deliver a message from President 
Thabo Mb3ki. 


Foreign Affairs spokesperson Ronnie Mamoepa said the 
meeting between the two ministers centred on issues such as 
the recent high level meeting attended by President Mbeki and 
Diamini-Zuima in Accra, Ghana, on developments in Ivory Coast, 
the peace process in the DRC, Burundi and Sudan. 


Mamaopa said the two also discussed possible co-operation 
in construction, infrastructure development and agro-industry. 
(BuaNews, Pretoria, August 4) 


GUINEA 


a. Saldiers kill 2 Sierra Leoneans in Yenga: 
Guinean soldiers in the controversial border town 
of Yenga have killed two Sierra Leoneans. 


Up to 20 others are presently locked up in military cells in 
the town. The two men were killed when they refused to obey 
orders of Guinean soldiers. The soldiers had ordered a group of 
Sierra Leoneans to farm for them. 


Their refusal prompted their arrest and subsequent execu- 
tion. A Guinean soldier through an interpreter said "they were 
sorry for the deaths of the two Sierra Leoneans.” Yenga residents 
say government should intervene and ensure the safety of Sierra 
Leoneans in the town. (Concord Times, Freetown, July 30) 


Sierra Leonean traders in Yenga banned: Sierra Leonean 
businessmen and women have been banned by Guinean soldiers 
from transacting -business in Yenga. 


Hawa ~ uray a businesswoman who once lived in Yenga, and 
now based in Kailahun, told Concord Times that the Guinean 
soldiers occupying the town have driven them away because 
goods coming from Sierra Leone are sold to the Guineans at a 
high cost. 

Guinean soldiers occupying the town have brought in their 
relatives who insist that Yenga is Guinean territory. (Concord 
Times, Freetown, Aug 2) 
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IVORY COAST 


a. President signs power-sharing decree: 
President Laurent Gbagbo of Ivory Coast has 
signed a new power-sharing decree giving some of 
his responsibilities to Prime Minister Seydou Diarra, 
a United Nations spokesman said, Aug 10. 


"The language of that decree was worked out with the 
Secretary-General's help at the recent summit in Accra, Ghana," 
Fred Eckhard said at the daily briefing, adding that the signing 
was a welcome development fulfilling part of the "Accra lil 
Agreement," the deal signed at the end of that meeting late in 
July. 

Under the deal, the transitional government and opposition 
parties pledged to implement the January 2003 Linas-Marcous- 
sis Agreement, which ended bitter fighting between factions in 
the north and the south, but which had caused a four-month 
political stalemate. 


The deal, whose exact clauses have not been made public, 
also calls for a new nationality code that would expand the field 
of political candidates to include people of immigrant descent 
and for rebel forces to disarm by mid-October. 


The West African country has seen unrest that started with 
a failed coup against Gbagbo in 2002. (UN News Service, 
New York, Aug 10) 
[Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1420:a] 


b. UN finds 99 bodies in mass graves: UN 
human rights experts have uncovered three mass 
graves packed with at least 99 bodies in the 
northern town of Korhogo where heavy clashes 
between rival rebel factions took place in June, the 
UN mission in Ivory Coast (ONUCI) said. 


"Some of these people were killed by bullets. And according 
to reliable and consistent witness accounts, others suffocated to 
death,” ONUCI said in a statement, Aug 2. It said that the UN 
team which visited Korhogo to probe the clashes would. publish 
its final report as soon as possible. 


A bulletin from the UN's World Food Programme, issued, 
July 30, suggested an even bleaker picture. 


"The UN mission is investigating reports of human rights 
abuses in Korhogo... So far, four mass graves have been found 
with 150 corpses. The investigation continues," it said. 


On June 20 and 21, clashes erupted in the rebel capital 
Bouake, in central Ivory Coast, and Korhogo, a rebel-held city 
225 km to the north. 


Fighters loyal to rebel leader Guillaume Soro said at the time 
they had fought with supporters of Ibrahim Coulibaly, a former 
army sergeant known by the initials "IB." He lives in France, but 
is widely seen as a challenger to Soro for the rebel leadership. 


The New Forces rebel movement accused President Laurent 
Gbagbo of masterminding the two attacks as an act of 
provocation in conjunction with President Lansana Conte of 
Guinea. It said that 22 people died in the clashes, but diplomats 
and humanitarian sources suspected from the start that the death 


‘toll was much higher. (UN Integrated Regional Information 


Networks, Abidjan, Aug 3) 


1432 


c. Rebels ban imported products: The 'New 
Forces’ rebel movement has imposed an import ban 
on certain types of food and drink in order to 
promote economic activity in the northern half of 
ivory Coast which it. controls, rebel leaders said. 


` The head of the rebels’ economic recovery unit, Dramane 
Kone, said at his. headquarters in Bouake, recently, that the ban 
applied to items such as cooking oil, rice, sugar, beer, soft drinks 
and cigarettes. 


“The Secretary General of the New Forces has signed a 
decree ending the import of certain food products. The aim is to 
allow various companies and businesses in our areas to continue 
their activity and to survive," Kone said. According to Kone, New 
Forces leader Secretary General Guillaume Soro, took the 
decision to impose the ban earlier in August. The New Forces 
have controlled the northem half of the country since staging a 
rebellion in September 2002. 


In Bouake and Korhogo, the second largest city in rebel 
territory, 300km to the north, goods imported from Guinea, Benin, 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger and Togo are sold cheaply in local 
markets than lvorian-produced beer, soft drinks and fruit. "The 
imported goods are cheaper than those made in the country, 
and with the poor financial situation, consumers prefer what's 
better for their pocket", Kone said. (UN Integrated Regional 

Information Networks, Bouake, July 29) 


KENYA 


a. Masai tribe demands return of land: Masai 
tribals are demanding return of the ancestral lands 
they lost at gunpoint. 


Using a long stick with a hooked tip, Mary Kinyanga tugs a 
branch of the thorny savannah tree and brings juicy green seed 
pods cascading down for her goats in Laikipia district, Kenya. 


As her flock munches audibly, she casts an envious glance 
at the neighbouring white-owned ranch, where guests are 
arriving by light aeroplane for a wedding party. "They are giving 
us big problems," Ms Kinyanga says of her neighbours. "They 
have grass. We need the land. It belongs to us, but if somebody 
goes grazing there, they get put in jail" 

Driven from their land at gunpoint in 1911, Masai tribes in 
Keny’'s Laikipia district are demanding the return of their ancestral 
territory. Their campaign pits them against a handful of white 
farmers whose families created vast ranches on the land after 
the expulsion of the tribes. 


Destructive grazing: But the farmers accuse the Masai of 
destructive overgrazing of land, and fear that attempts to reclaim 
the territory will spell doom for its wildlife and ruin a lucrative 
tourist trade. The Masai campaign is based on a belief that a 
treaty signed with the British colonial government in 1904 gave 
the colonial power a 100-year lease on their ancestral lands, 
which will expire in September 2004. 


“Everyone is aware of the impending land issue," says Michel 
Dyer, whose family owns the 13,000-hectare (32,000-acre) 
Borana ranch. "We had nothing to do with the ancestral land 
being taken away. We do recognise there is an issue but we are 
concerned about the ecological preservation of a very valuable 
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resource". The vast Laikipia plateau stretches across 2 million 
acres of mountain, savannah and forest from Mount Kenya in 
the east to the Rift valley in the west. Local wildlife experts say 
it is home to more endangered wildlife than anywhere else in 
Kenya, including more than half the country’s rhino population 
and 80% of the world’s population of Grevy's zebra. In recent 
years, prompted by falling beef prices, the white ranchers have 
shifted from farming to ecotourism for the ultra-rich: prices at 
some lodges top $500 (£270) a night. "It does not matter to me 
who owns the land,” Dyer says of the Masai claim. "It is more 
important what happens to it. Sections of the land are vastly 
overgrazed". 


There is a stark and visible contrast between the regions of 
Laikipia where the Masai are free to wander and the commercial 
ranches. The hills where Mary Kinyanga’s goats graze are bare 
and brown; the grass is baked a bright yellow in the dry season, 
and there is little sign of wildlife. 


The white ranches are lusher and vast herds of elephants, 
giraffe and antelope roam behind electric fences. But an expert 
on the resettlements argues that the Masai were forced into 
overgrazing by British colonial policies which took their best land 
and confined them to reserves. "Of course they overgrazed," 
says Lotte Hughes, an east African historian at St Antony's 
College, Oxford. “They were confined to reserves, banned from 
leaving them, and banned from selling their surplus cattle 
because the British were obsessed by the idea of ‘disease-in- 
fested’ native cattle alongside exotic, imported stock", 


Dr Hughes criticises the wildlife preservation argument as 
the "Fortress Conservation model". “People don’t seem to realise 
that the landscape is shaped by people and their domestic 
herds," she says. “For centuries there was no problem". 


The campaign to win the return of Laikipia was launched by 
Osiligi, the community group which was instrumental in the 
Masai’s successful campaign for compensation from the Ministry 
of Defence for alleged injuries from British army ordnance. 


in September 2002 a group of Masai and Samburu tribesmen 
received a £ 4.5m settlement for injuries and deaths blamed on 
munitions left over from British soldiers’ training exercises. That 
payment, and a further £500,000 settlement in February 2004, 
has encouraged the belief that the Masai can win further 
compensation. 


Theatrical flair; At a press conference staged with a 
theatrical flair, the community group gathered 18 Masai elders, 
who dressed in their traditional scarlet robes, chanted a battle 
song adapted to their new theme. “God, give us back our land," 
a wizened Masai chief crooned, while the men who sat around 
him in a semicircle cried their assent with a deep-throated "heh". 
"May the world listen to us,” the chief chanted. James Legei, 
manager of Osiligi, says: "The movement of the Masai from 
Laikipia marked the end of us conducting our (religious) 
ceremonies, because there are sacred sites that are now within 
electric fences. 


"We hope that by August 15 our land will get back to us, 
and we can go to visit the graves of our great fathers". 


The belief that there is a 100-year lease expiring in August 
2004 is the Masai equivalent of an urban myth, however. The 
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1904 agreement cleared the tribes from prime land to make way 
for white settlers. The territory was reduced by two-thirds, but 
they were permitted to stay in Laikipia. 

But rather than a lease, the treaty promised the Laikipai 
plateau to the Masai in perpetuity. That promise was broken 
between 1911 and 1913 when the Masai were forced to move 
from Laikipia to distant reserves. Dr Hughes says: "I have every 
sympathy with the Masai. 


Their sense of betrayal at the hands of the colonial British 
govenrment is justified and rooted in strong historical evidence. 


"But | must point out—with the greatest reSpect to my Masai 
friends—that some of the claims (they are making) are factually 
incorrect. The 1904 agreement was not a lease". 


White settlers: The descendants of the white settlers are 
conscious of the need to contribute to the well-being of the people 
the British dispossessed. Even in the colonial era, some Masai 
returned to work for the British and built close ties with white 
landowners. 


Some ranches in the district are now “community-owned"— 
run by Masai as farms and tourist lodges with the aid of their 
white neighbours. Profits from the big ranches have been spent 
on mobile clinics and schools for the masai, and the white farmers 
employ many Masai as park rangers, drivers and domestic staff. 

Both the white residents and some Masai fear that the land 
claims wll lead to violence, which will scare away the tourists 
and ruin livelihoods. David Masere, community liaison officer for 
the Laikipia Wildlife Forum, says: "It is a fact that this land was 
taken from the Masai. But if force is used, then we are going to 
have conflict and we are going to lose a lot". (Guradian, 
London/Deccan Herald, Bangalore, Aug 10) 


LESOTHO 


a. AIDS takes a high toll of Lesotho women: 
Boxes of laundry detergent sometimes adorn apart- 
Spotlight ment windows in Ha Thetsane, a rough 
oe ree aaa near Maseru's garment 

istrict. 





It has nothing to do with clean clothes—-and everything to 
do with the AIDS pandemic among young women. 


Ha Thetsane is home to thousands of women who have fled 
Lesotho’s impoverished countryside to seek jobs as garment 
workers. But the average wage for such jobs, about 70 cents an 
hour, is seldom enough to both sustain a worker and allow her 
to send money to the family she left behind. 


Thus the detergent boxes in the windows. They signal that 
the women's husbands or boyfriends are visiting—and that the 
men who have been supporting them in exchange for sex should 
not come around. 


"One woman will go out with four or five men," said Bolelwa 
Falten, a 26-year-old former seamstress. "One will help with the 
rent. One, maybe, will drive a taxi and take her to and from work. 
One will help with food. One will help her pay her installments." 


Experts refer to such desperate arrangements by the term 
“transactional sex." This is one reason, though hardly the only 
one, that in Lesotho HIV infects one in four men—age 15 to 


African Chronicle 1433 


24-—-and one in two women. Lesotho with the world’s fourth- 
highest HIV infections rate, a confluence of actors—including 
culture and the destitution that turns sex into currency—has 
transformed AIDS from an indiscriminate killer-into a plague 
against women. 


That has ominous implications. It portends a collapse in 
farming, much of it conducted by women. It suggests that millions 
of AIDS orphans—there are 100,000 in Lesotho, up 32,000 in 
two years-—will have no women to care for them. 


Stephen Lewis, the United Nations envoy on AIDS in Africa, 
said he envisioned a southern Africa 20 years from now in which 
“you are going to sense and see the loss of women." 


"There will be portions of Africa,” he added, that “will be 
depopulated of women." 


The nation’s energetic health minister, Dr Motloheloa 
Phooko, says change will come. Indeed, in the last year the 
government has begun a campaign to promote HIV testing, and 
since then, clinics have had lines of people waiting to be tested. 


But the garment factories of Maseru, Lesotho’s smoggy 
capital, illustrate how much remains to be done. 


Outside the Lesotho Hinebo Textile plant one chilly July 
morning, women waited for jobs to open up. Inside, 800 women 
cut and stitched pullovers and tracksuits under bare fluorescent 
lights. Because of AIDS, openings are more common these days. 
On average, four workers die each month. 


The lucky jobholders get about $130 a month for a 45-hour 
workweek, The low wages and long separations from mates 
contribute to the spread of HIV. But aside from handing out free 
condoms, none of the 50-plus factories spends money on AIDS 
education or testing. 


That is slowly changing: the global relief organization CARE 
trains some factory workers to educate co-workers about HIV, 
and some factories allow workers time to visit counselors. 


Jennifer Chen, president of the Lesotho Textile Exporters 
Association and a factory director, is leading an effort to persuade 
factories to face their workers’ HIV problems. 


In her factory, which is plastered with AIDS awareness 
posters, about a third of the 1,200 employees have taken HIV 
tests; the infection rate, about one in five, is lower than had been 
expected. 


But some organizations involved in the AIDS battle say Ms 
Chen's factory is an exception. "We've had several meetings 
through Jennifer with other Taiwanese and Asian executive 
officers," said Gillian Forrest, the Lesotho project manager for 
CARE. “But there hasn't been a dialogue." (New York Times/ 
Asian Age, New Delhi, Aug 8) 


LIBERIA 


a. Taylor’s ally arrested in Pakistan: Top 
Al-Qaeda terrorists were sheltered by former Libe- 


. rian warlord Charles Taylor while they built up a war 


chest from trading in diamonds, United Nations 
prosecutors said. 


Among those who found refuge in the West African state 
was Ahmed Khalfan Ghailani, arrested in Pakistan in an 
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_ anti-terror swoop that also netted two South Africans; Dr Faroz 
Ganchi and Zubair Ishmael. 


Ghailani, who had a $25 million bounty on his head, hid out 
in Liberian military camps from late 1998 until shortly before 
Taylor was forced to step down a year ago, according to the UN. 
American authorities had no idea where he was after the bombing 
of US embassies in Kenya and Tanzania, which he master- 
minded, until the day-long gun battle on July 25 in the Pakistani 
city of Gujrat between security forces and an al-Qaeda cell that 
included women and children. 


The two South Africans, whose families say they were in 
Pakistan on a hiking holiday, were among those rounded up. 
While intelligence agencies in the US, Britain, Pakistan and South 
Africa are playing their cards close to their chests over the most 
recent crackdown on suspected terrorists, details are emerging 
of a global operation that was launched in the middle of May by 
America’s CIA (Central Intelligence Agency). (This Day, Lagos, 
August 10) 


{Background Info. Liberia, page 1384:a] 


MAURITANIA 


a. Defence Minister confirms coup plot: The 
Mauritanian government has confirmed reports that 
several people have been arrested for planning a 
fresh coup against President Maaouiya Ould Taya. 


Defence Minister Baba Ould Sidi told the state-run Mauri- 
tanian news agency AMI, Aug 10, that the coup was to take 
place as the President left for a visit to France on August 14. 


Ould Sidi did not say how many people had been arrested, 
but he said they were linked with the group of military officers 
that staged a failed putsch in June 2003. 


A diplomatic source in neighbouring Senegal who monitors 
security issues in West Africa closely said about 40 people were 
arrested between Aug 8 night and Aug 9 morning, including 
several civilians, but only a dozen of the detainees had so far 
been identified by name. 


Military uprising in 2003 led to two days of fighting in the 
capital Nouakchott after which forces loyal to President Ould 
_ Taya regained control. 


That coup attempt was led by Major Saleh Ould Hanenna, 
who escaped arrest and is still at large. And relatives of those 
arrested in the latest crackdown said they were all members of 
the same Awlad Nasser ethnic group as Ould Hanenna. 


They said the detainees included three colonels and a major 
in the National Guard, a lightly armed division of the army 
charged with the protection. of government buildings and 
important personalities. 


The Awlad Nasser are foheeidnned Bidan Moors from 
the region around Ayoun el Atrous, a town in southeastern 
Mauritania, 800 km from Nouakchott. However, the army 
high command is dominated by officers who like Ould Taya 
are light-skinned Bidan Moors from northern Mauritania. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nouakchott, 
Aug 11) 

[Background Info. Mauritania, page 1422:a] 
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NAMIBIA 


a. Top officers suspended for prison sex 
scandal: Three officers from the top hierarchy at 
Windhoek’s Central Prison have been suspended 
amid reports of sexual escapades between men 
and women convicts locked up separately in the 
maximum security jail. 


The three were suspended, Aug 3, following media reports 
that a prisoner became pregnant from another inmate in a prison. 
Chief Superintendent Richard Malambo, the head of Windhoek 
Central Prison, his deputies Innocent Mukuvi and Michael 
Mberira, who are both ranked as senior superintendents, were 
suspended. 


The reasons for their temporary dismissal have not been 
announced. Evaristus Shikongo, the Commissioner of Prisons, 
declined to give details, saying only that the suspensions were 
"different" from the sexual trysts of the prisoners. (Namibian, 
Windhoek, Aug 5) 


RWANDA 


a. Immigration agreement with South Africa: 
South Africans travelling to Rwanda will no longer 
be required to obtain visas to gain entry into that 
country. 


South African Home Affairs Minister Nosiviwe Mapisa- 
Ngakula and her Rwandan counterpart Dr Charles Murigande, 
July 29, signed a memorandum of understanding to waiver visa 
requirements for holders of diplomatic and official passports. 


The cooperation agreement covers immigration matters and 
also embodies issues such as human trafficking, refugees and 
nationality. Signing the agreement, Mapisa-Nqakula said the 
waiver would run for a certain period. 


"The waiver of visa requirements means holders of diplomatic 
and official passports won't be required to obtain visas to gain 
entry into Rwanda and South Africa," she said. Dr Murigande 
said Rwanda already enforced a waiver of visa requirements for 
all categories of South African passport holders. 


The move comes as Pretoria and Kigali wrapped up their 


joint bilateral commission meeting in Pretoria recently, commit- 


ting to strengthening co-operation in numerous socio-economic 
sectors. The talks, led by Foreign Affairs Minister Nkosazana 
Diamini Zuma and Dr Murigande, also dealt with issues such as 


` human trafficking, the establishment and the use of movement 


control systems -and the management of data. (BuaNews, 
Pretoria, July 29) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Two FM radio journalists attacked: Alex 
James, station manager of Citizen FM, a privately- 
owned community radio station located in the east 
of the capital; Freetown, was attacked by a group 
of armed youth in the community. 

James was retuming home from work when he was attacked 
by the youth, who robbed him of his jewelry, cash and two mobile 
phones. 
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Three days later, on July 29, the same armed youth group 
assaulted Alie Bai Kamara, a Citizen FM reporter, and left him 
in a coma. The youths left Kamara with lacerated lips, bruised 
arms and swollen eyes. ' 


According to sources in Sierra Leone, the attack on Citizen 
FM station staff came after the July 23 edition of a popular 
programme broadcast by the station criticised the Kissy police 
Station, in the east of Freetown, for not doing enough to rid the 
area of ghettos that have become breeding grounds for criminals. 
The programme was hosted by journalist David Tam Baryoh and 
had a phore-in segment which afforded the public an opportunity 
to express their views on issues being discussed. (International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
Aug 9) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Avian flu kills scores of ostriches in 
Eastern Cape: The Department of Agriculture has 
put quarantine and surveillance measures in place 
to control what appears to be an outbreak of avian 
flu in the Eastern Cape. 


Scores of ostriches on farms in the Bedford/Somerset-East 
area of the Blue Crane Route municipal area have died as a 
result of a virus, Agriculture spokesmen said samples had been 
taken to establish the nature of the virus and to identify it. 


“Precautionary steps, including quarantine measures and 
extended surveillance, have been put in place to limit and 
control the spread of the disease. "The ministry will be meeting 
the affected farmers in the Eastern Cape," a spokesman said, 
Aug 4. "As soon as the exact nature of the virus is known, 
necessary steps will be taken to control the disease." (Cape 
Argus, Cape Town, Aug 4) 

b. Aparthied party merges with ANC: The 
party that built apartheid and turned South Africa 
into an outcast state completed its march into 
oblivion, Aug 7, by deciding to merge with its 
one-time nemesis, the African National Congress. 

The New National Party, heir of a movement that jaited 
Nelson Mandela and built nuclear bombs, said its shrunken 
membership would dissolve and fight future elections under the 
banner of the black ruling party. A meeting of the NNP's federal 
council proposed the members join the ANC, a bitterly ironic 
twist for a party founded almost a century ago to promote the 
interests of white Afrikaners and keep out blacks from power. 

Officials are to retain their party membership and parliamen- 
tary and local government seats as a transitional arrangement 
until September 2005. 


Just a decade ago such a development would have been 
dismissed as an impossibility, but the NNP is so enfeebled from 
successive electoral battering that the wonder was how it 
managed to last so long since dismantling apartheid. (Guardian, 
London/Hindu, New Delhi, Aug 9) 

AIDS: Grave problem in S Africa: At S 
amag Cemetery in Umlazi Township, Innocent 
TUE Gasa’s handiwork is everywhere: end- 
less mounds of fresh red earth topped 
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with headstones, unpainted wooden crosses, or for 
the most miserable, bricks bearing a painted 
identifying number. 


Gasa has dug graves on this lumpy, unkempt, spooky hiltop 
for two years now, five holes a week, 52 weeks a year, well over 
500 holes in all. 


Which may seem peculiar, considering that S Cemetery 
exhausted its last space for new graves five years ago. City 
records sum up its status succinctly, even dismissively: "Full". 


But in Durban, "full" is just a word. This city is being battered 
by an AIDS pandemic so sweeping that people are dying faster 
than the city can find space to bury them. And so gravediggers 
like Gasa are reopening existing graves—the city calls it 
“recycling"-—~and interring fresh bones atop the old ones. 


The job gives Gasa nightmares. "I think it is not a good thing, 
to take out the bones” for reburial, he said during a break in his 
spadework. "But we have no choice”. 


Every time southern Africa's AIDS epidemic threatens to 
exhaust its store of superlatives, some new, sobering extreme 
rises to the fore. The latest in Durban, where 51 of the 53 
municipal cemeteries are officially filled to capacity, and a surging 
death rate threatens to overwhelm the remaining two within a 
couple of years. 


"Five years ago, we used to have about 120 funerals a 
weekend, but this number has now jumped to 600", Thembinkosi 
Ngcobo, who heads the municipal department of parks and 
cemeteries, said in a recent interview. "In order to cope with the 
current rate of mortality—we hope it is not going to increase—we 
will need to have 12.1 hectares every year of new gravesites. 


The statistics offer little encouragement. Roughly one in eight 
South Africans is HIV-positive, and in Durban, South Africa’s 
third-largest city with about 3.5 million people, a survey two years 
ago of women at pregnancy clinics found about 35 per cent were 
infected with HIV. 


The city held a conference on the cemetery problem recently 
and discovered that other South African graveyards—in Cape 
Town, Bloemfontein, Pretoria, Port Elizabeth—are also filling up 
at alarming rates. 


Durban's space problem, says Ngcobo, defies a qucik or 
simple solution. Cremation, cheaper and space saving, is an 
obvious option——-and an untenable one for many of the ethnic 
Zulus who make up 7 in 10 Durbanities. “It is not good to burn 
the bones in Zulu culture," Gasa, the gravedigger, explained. 
"Your ancestors are unhappy". 


Recycling is a temporary solution: many apartheid-era 
graveyards once set aside for blacks are in poor or boggy soil 
and are unsuited for their existing burials, much less additions. 
Survivors can prevent a grave from being reused at all by 
renewing their lease on the burial site. 


in practice, Ngcobo said, most families consent to recycling 
only under financial duress: using someone else's grave costs 
320 rands, or about $53, while acquiring a new gravesite at Red 
Hill Cemetery, one of the two still open, costs about $250. 
Families also resist interring a loved one with anyone except a 
close relative. 
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Durban could also build new cemeteries, and, indeed, the 
city is negotiating to buy a 40-hectare site to do just that. But it 
costs at least $1.25 million to build a graveyard, and more to 
maintain it in perpetuity, money the city does not have. 


A deliberate man, Ngcobo says simple economics will 
eventually lead families to the logical solution, cremation. “It’s 
not uncommon in a family to bury, say, three people a year, and 
it is becoming very expensive," he said. "On average a funeral 
costs 15,000 rand"—close to a year's average income. Crema- 
tion costs 375 rand. 


Facts and figures do not do justice to Durban's plight. For 
that, only visits to S Cemetery, which serves one of Durban’s 
most destitute neighbourhoods, and Red Hill Cemetery, one of 
the two municipal graveyards still open, will do. 


Opened in 1996, Red Hill was supposed to last 15 years. 
Ngcobo now estimates that it will be full in 10. No one who walks 
Red Hill's rows of recent burials, heap after heap of dirt blowing 
slowly away in the Indian Ocean breeze, can fail to be sobered 
by the havoc AIDS is wreaking here. 


At Red Hill, the only visitor is Siyada Tlatla, 22, who is building 
a block wall around the grave of his uncle, Phumalani 
Mkhwanaze. Mkhwanaze, he says, “was into sport, very into 
sport". ` 

"Cross country," he adds. "He ran marathons". Mkhwanaze left 
a wife and a 1-year-old son. "He got sick," the nephew says, not 
needing to say more. He was 28. (New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Aug 7) 


SUDAN 


a. Move to disarm Darfur militias: The Suda- 
nese Government has finalised an agreement 
reached earlier between its Foreign Minister and 
the senior United Nations envoy to the country, 
paving the way for Khartoum to take detailed steps 
in the next 30 days to disarm the militias accused 
of conducting deadly attacks against civilians in the 
troubled Darfur region. 


A statement issued by a spokesman for Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan welcomed the accord—reached, Aug 4, between 
Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail and Jan Pronk, the 
Secretary-General’s Special Representative—and said Annan 
attached great importance to "substantive and verifiable pro- 
gress” being made during the next 30 days towards restoring 
full security for the Darfur region. 


"He looks forward to swift and sustained action by the 
Government of Sudan to implement the commitments that have 
been entered into in the action plan and the joint communique, 
of July 3," the statement added. 


Pronk has voiced the hope that if the agreement is 
implemented, the Security Council would see Khartoum was 
making “substantial progress” towards meeting previously ex- 
pressed commitments to disarm the notorious Janjaweed and 
restore security. (UN News Service, New York, Aug 6) 

AU to mediate: The government of Sudan and two rebel 
groups fighting in the western Darfur region have agreed to peace 
talks in Abuja, Nigeria. 
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AU spokesman Adam Thiam said the group's chairman, 
Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo, would mediate discus- 
sions between the Sudanese government, the Justice and 
Equality Movement and the Sudan Liberation Army in the 
Nigerian capital. Both rebe! groups have been fighting govern- 
ment forces and Arab militia, who the rebels say are backed by 
Khartoum, in Sudan’s remote western region for the past 19 
months. 


Fighting in Darfur and raids by the militias, known as 
Janjaweed, have uprooted more than one million non-Arab 
villagers and precipitated a humanitarian crisis the United 
Nations has called the worst in the world. Sudanese Foreign 
Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail said the government would 
participate in the talks without conditions. There was no direct 
word from the rebels confirming they would attend but Thiam 
said they would be there. 


"The talks will be a continuation of the political dialogue 
started in Addis Ababa on July 15 under the auspices of the 
African Union," he said from Addis Ababa, where the AU's 
headquarters are located. (Statesman, Calcutta, Aug 9) 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1424:a] 


Darfur refugees live in misery: Aid workers call 
them "Kofi Annan’s group." When United Nations 
ma Secretary General Kofi Annan arrived 
Seed at the dismal Meshtel refugee camp 
during a visit to Darfur on the afternoon 
of July 1, to his surprise, every last person was 
Aa "Where are the people?" Annan was heard 
to ask. 


A month later, he and other dignitaries had come and gone, 
but some 1,500 people from the Mehtel camp still had not 
returned home. Instead, they had been sent to another refugee 
camp, Abushouk, living a few degrees of destitution below the 
rest of the 50,000 displaced people there. 


The new additions have yet to be formally registered in the 
camp, despite a month of waiting. That means they have not 
been entitled to plastic sheeting, free blankets or food rations 
from aid agencies, no matter what tragedies they may have 
endured. 


Among the others in Abushouk, these unlucky people are 
referred to with the same Arabic word given to used clothes. 
The nickname, "Abu Janguer," comes from their hovels, many 
of which feature garments as roofs. 


"We feel awful when they call us that," said Sara Abubakar 
Musa, 24, a mother of two who was displaced by armed militias 
from her village several hours north of Al Fasher. "How can they. 
give us such a name?" 


Musa was among those that Kofi Annan never got to meet. 
On the eve of Annan’s visit, she recalled, government trucks 
showed up at Meshtel, a camp generally more squalid and 
unsightly. She said people were ordered to grab their posses- 
sions and go—not home, but to Abushouk, on the edge of town, 
ensuring that Annan would not see how many of those uprooted 
by Africa's ugliest conflict must now live. Such forced relocations 
have occurred in other parts of Darfur, Sudan’s troubled western 
region where more than a million people have been moved form 
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their homes. Government officials were recently offering cash, 
food and other incentives to lure people living in resettlement 
camps back to their villages. Then there are those like Ms Musa 
who are smply made to move. 


The aid workers condemn the government practice of trying 
to lure the displaced people back to their villages, but it is the 
residents themselves who typically speak out the loudest. Most 
say they will not go home until they are assured that Darfur is 
safe. 


By nearly all accounts, a month after the high-profile visits 
from Annan and Secretary of State Colin L Powell, it is not. This 
is so despite increasing pressure—including a United Nations 
Security Council resolution implying sanctions-—~on Sudan's 
government to rein in marauding militias, known as the 
Janjaweed. 


This vast region of scrub and sand is still marked by tension, 
insecurity and lawlessness, driven either by run-of-the-mill 
bandits or the Janjaweed militias that the government has armed 
and backed in its conflict with two rebel groups, the Sudan 
Liberation Army and the Justice and Equality Movement. 


The rebels have fought since early 2003 for more resources 
for the black African majority in Darfur, which they say has been 
neglected by a government in Khartoum dominated by Arab 
Muslims. 


Camps like Abushouk. are where the thousands caught in 
the middle of that conflict that the United States Congress and 
others have called genocide find refuge, in neat rows of huts, 
each covered with plastic sheeting to keep out the rains. 


Powell came to Abushouk in late June and suggested 
afterward that he knew the conditions elsewhere in Darfur were 
much worse, despite the government's best efforts to hide the 
worst of camps, like Meshtel. There are two health clinics in 
Abushouk and evenly spaced latrines. But Abushouk has a bad 
neighbourhood, too. That is where Ms Musa and the others 
transferred from Meshtel continue to live in squalor, compared 
to their ccmpatriots in other parts of the camp. Old clothes hung 
on wooden poles are all that protect them from the elements. 
They relieve themselves in the sand. 


Many had lived with relatives in Al Fasher after being forced 
out of their villages by armed militias. But when they saw other 
displaced people receiving benefits they began camping out at 
the Meshiel camp in hopes of receiving aid of their own. Their 
approach failed, when they were moved once again. 


The other day, several hundred of those transferred from the 
Meshtel camp looked on as aid workers gave out rations to other 
residents of Abushouk. When people from Meshtel would step 
forward, without the required registration card, the authorities 
would push them back. The give-way finished, and the only 
people left, unfed, were those from Meshtel. 


Help may be on the way. The International Committee of the 
Red Cross, which coordinates aid in the camp, said in the first 
` week of August that it intends to begin providing assistance to 
the people from Meshtel soon. “These people were brought in 
all of a sudden, with no organization," said JeanFrancois Sonnay, 
head of the Red Cross office in Al Fasher. 
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And officials at the World Food Programme said the people 
from Meshtel will soon be added to the ration list. 


But until the aid does arrive for the people from Meshtel, the 
outcasts whom Annan almost met are confused by the treatment 
they are receiving. 


"We don’t know why we don't get the same as everyone 
else," said Ms Musa, 24, whose two children are recovering 
from malaria. "No one wants to register us. It's not fair. 
Everybody is suffering but we're suffering even more." (New 
York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Aug 7) 


UGANDA 


a. Law to ban media monopolies: Broadcast 
media houses will not be allowed to hold controlling 
interests in the print media nor will they be allowed 
to hold shares in another broadcasting medium 
when the new draft National Broadcasting Policy 
comes into force. 


The policy says the measures are intended to “prevent 
concentration of print and electronic media in the hands of a few 
proprietors." 


It says concentration through mergers, joint co-operation 
deals and acquisitions for financial or other interests is a threat 
to diversity of information. Full and extensive disclosure of the 
shareholding and financial structures of private broadcasting 
licensees will have to be provided and adhered to by the 
proprietors. 


A person shail be regarded as being in control of a station 
if the shares exceed 20%.The Broadcasting Council, Aug 4, held 
its first public hearing on the draft policy at Makerere University. 


Council chairman Godfrey Mutabazi refuted claims that the 
council was not independent. (New Vision, Kampala, Aug 7) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. 800 auditors flee Zimbabwe: About 800 
auditors have migrated in the past year for various 
reasons, the incoming president of the Institute of 
Chartered Accountants of Zimbabwe (ICAZ), Eric 
Bloch, said. 


"The migration of the skilled workforce in the accounting 
profession is appalling and a major constraint upon the economy. 
There is need to intensify training and enhance professional 
education,” said Bloch. 


"About 60% of the 1,400 members of ICAZ have left the 
counry for various reasons. The profession has suffered 
irreparable loss due to the brain drain. 


ICAZ is currently training 1,100 students. 


"We hope to increase the number of qualifying auditors each 
year to about a 100 but not at the expense of standards as set 
out in the statutes," he said. Bloch said problems facing the 
profession included negative perception, which has led to 
scepticism on auditors, especially after the collapse of WorldCom 
and Enron and the turbulence that rocked the local financial 
sector after the monetary policy announcement on December 
18, 2003. 
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The collapse of Enron, and the conviction of its former auditor 
Arthur Andersen for obstruction of justice, allegations of massive 
fraud at global telecom giant WorldCom and the turmoil that hit 
the local financial sector have exacerbated the scepticism 
towards auditors, according to Bloch. 


Out of the 41 local banking institutions, five are under 
curatorship, two under liquidation and three under the Troubled 
Bank Fund. (Zimbabwe independent, Harare, Aug 6) 


b. Mugabe’s ban gives school an early death: 
One of Zimbabwe's oldest private school called in 
liquidators as it became the first victim of ban by 
President Robert Mugabe’s government for hiking 
_ their fees. 


Eaglesvale School, founded in 1911 and one of the few 
_ schools in the country which caters for children with learning 
difficulties, closed its doors at the end of the second three-month 
term, Aug 5, said Deon Theron, chairman of the school board. 


In May, Education Minister Aeneas Chigwedere ordered 45 
out of the country's 60 private schools to close and deployed 
: armed police at school gates to keep children out. Chigwedere 
said fee increases by the schools were "racist" and meant to 
keep poor black pupils out. He said the schools were "factories 
for manufacturing white Rhodesians" and vowed to nationalize 
them. Parent bodies, however, have painted out that about 80% 
of private schoo! pupils were blacks, and that parents had 
overwhelmingly agreed to proposed fee increases. 


Chigwedere allowed the schools to reopen on condition that 
they charged fees set by the ministry, which school officials said 
was about half of what they budgeted for to survive. 


"The wheels are now in motion," said Theron. "The liquidators 
have asked for an asset record and they will sell the school’s 
seven buses and other assets for a package for the staff. What 
it's going to mean is the end of our school". (Statesman, 
Calcutta, Aug 4) 


c. Mugabe admits AIDS has affected his 
family: Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe, 
June 16, admitted that members of his family had 
been affected by HIV/AIDS. — 


Mugabe told a conference on AIDS that unnamed members 
of his family had become ill from the disease. Describing 
HIV/AIDS as "one of the greatest challenges facing our nation", 
he said that many people have been affected "and that includes 
the extended family of the President himself”. 


The admission came after years of official neglect of a virus 
that has infected almost a quarter of adults in Zimbabwe, one 
of the highest prevalence rates in the world. 


In 2003, 1.8 million Zimbabweans were infected and a recent 
survey found that 51 per cent of prisoners were HIV-positive. As 
many as 3,000 people in Zimbabwe die of AIDS-related ilinesses 
each week, a toll largely blamed for a drop in life expectancy to 
36 years. 

Figures released recently showed that 135, 000 people died 
of AIDS in 2003. 

Mugabe was Speaking at the country’s first AIDS conference, 
which was designed to enable officials, health workers and 
community groups to draw up a strategy to fight the disease. 
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His revelation put him in the company of Nelson Mandela, 
South Africa's former President, who broke a taboo by speaking 
publicly of losing relatives to the disease. 


Other former Presidents have gone further by specifying that 
they lost not just members of their extended family, which in 
Africa can be large, but close relatives. 


Zambia's Kenneth Kaunda said his son had died of AIDS 
and Malawi's Bakili Muluzi his brother. 


Mugabe may have noted that those admissions earned 
plaudits at home and abroad for helping to fight the stigma of a 
disease, which affects an estimated 30 million Africans. 


Mugabe also asked the private sector for help. 


There is no doubt that HIV and AIDS is one of the greatest 
challenges facing our nation. The disease does not respect 
Status, it does not respect colour...It is a war that belongs to all 
of us,” he said. 


"We appeal for the greater participation of the private sector. 
| believe there is scope for (the) Government and the 
pharmaceutical companies to work together so as to bring the 
price of the drugs down and enable more of our people of 
benefit”. 


The UN, a cosponsor of the event, said economic hardships 
had led people, particularly women, to take sexual risks, "The 
fact that it has taken us this long just to hold a conference shows 
how much the Government has neglected the suffering caused 
by AIDS," said one delegate, a doctor. 


Only about 5 per cent of the population has come forward 
for testing, reflecting a continent-wide reluctance to know one’s 
HIV status. 


The Government denies accusations it has facked the 
political will to deal effectively with the crisis, first reported in 
Zimbabwe 18 years ago. (Guardian, London/Hindu, Madras, 


June 18) 
REGIONAL 


a. Exodus of nurses from Africa: Six women 
suddenly went into the final, agonzing minutes of 
childbirth. Hlalpai Kunkeyani was the only nurse. 
There were no doctors. 


Panicky cries rent the fetid air of the ward, jammed with 20 
labouring women. Kunkeyani worked with intense concentration, 
her face glowing with sweat, but she was overwhelmed. 


Ms Kunkeyani, 36, is the stalwart nurse in charge of 
Lilongwe’s main labour ward, where 10 overworked nurse 
midwives deliver more than 10,000 babies a year. But soon, she 
will vanish from Malawi, joining thousands of African nurses 
streaming away from their AlDS-haunted continent for rich 
countries, primarily Britain. ; 


"My friends are telling me there's work there, there's money 
there,” said Ms Kunkeyani, who will soon make in a day’s 
overtime in Britain what she earns in a month in Malawi. “They’ re 
telling me I'm wasting my time here”. 
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The nursing staff of public health systems across the poor 
countries of Africa—grossly insufficient to begin with—are being 
battered by numerous factors that include attrition and AIDS. But 
none are creating greater anxiety in Africa than the growing flight 
of nurses ciscouraged by low pay and gruelling conditions. 


The result of the nursing crisis—the neglect of the sick—is 
starkly apparent on the dilapidated wards of Lilongwe Central 
Hospital, where a single nurse often looks after 50 or more. Vhat 
is equally visible is the boon to Britain, where African nurses 
care for the elderly in the carpeted lounges of nursing homes 
and to patients in private hospital rooms. 


At Lilongwe Central, an 830-bed hospital, there are supposed 
to be 532 rurses. Only 183 are left, about half as many as there 
were just six years ago. And only 30 of those are registered 
nurses, the highly skilled cadre that is most sought abroad. 


The hospital’s director, Dr Damson Kathyola, seems to feel 
an almost physical pain when he describes trying to run a major 
medical institution that is hemorrhaging nurses. 


"Unbearable," he said, leaning his head back and squeezing 
his eyes shut. "Unbearable". 


In Malawi, afflicted with one of Africa’s most severe nursing 
shortages, almost two-thirds of the nursing jobs in the public 
health system are vacant. More registered nurses have left to 
work abroad in the past four years than the 336 who remain in 
the public hospitals and clinics that serve most of the country’s 
11.6 million people, according to Malawi’s Nurses and Midwives 
Council. . 


But Africa's nurses. are not just moving away. They are also 
quitting government service for better-paying jobs in their own 
countries et private hospitals and foreign-financed non-profit 
groups and research institutions. 


Thousands more have left the profession or are simply dying, 
especially in southern Africa, where rates of HIV infection are 
highest. 


To spend a few weeks roaming the wards of Lilongwe Central 
is to see the human cost of the nursing shortage. 


Late one night on the nursery for sick and premature 
newborns, the sole nurse on duty stepped away—and 26 babies, 
packed two and three to a bassinet, were on their own. 


In one crib, a tiny baby girl, blue and dead, lay next to her 
sister, eyes open, tiny fists clenched, mouth yawning. 


Earlier, on the day shift, Tereza Kachingwe, a rotund, kindly 
nurse, had steadfastly stood by the premature babies, trying to 
keep them alive. The hospital had run out of the thinnest tubes 
needed to suction such tiny throats. 


“If this tube was smaller, | could go deeper into the trachea," 
she said ruefully, as she easily held one of the newborns in her 
palm, sweeping the tube back and forth in the infant's mouth. 


The Ministry of Health in Malawi is proposing an increase in 
the number of health professionals being trained, while more 
than doubling their pay. Major donors, including Britain and the 
Globa! Fund, have acknowledged that Malawi faces a staffing 
emergency and will provide financial support to help it retain its 
health workers. 
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Here at Lilongwe Central, registered nurses, who make about 
$1,900 a year, said if their pay were doubled or tripied, they 
would be more likely to stay, but added that they had heard such 
promise before. In recent interviews with the hospital’s 30 
remaining registered nurses, 20 said they planned to leave for 
better-paying jobs. Six more said they were thinking about it. 


Beatrice Mkandawire, 40, a senior nurse on the children’s 
ward, dedicated her entire salary in May—$145—toward the 
initial $215 fee to register as a nurse in Britain. She hopes to 
be there by the end of 2004. 


Tall and stately in a pristine white dress, she wondered, 
"If | leave, who will took after the patients when l'm gone"? 
(New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, July 31) 


b. Locust havoc in Sahara: It sounded like a 
gentle rain falling, but the sky was cloudless. The 
sound came from dropping feces and chopped 
leaves as a swarm of desert locusts steadily 
ae a lush fruit grove in the bend of a dry river 

ed. 


The apricot trees were already barren, and the immature fruit 
of the fig trees stood out like ornaments on a Christmas tree. 
Bunches of grapes dropped periodically from their vines, 
released by revenous, nibbling locusts: 


"They don't leave anything but the stones,” said Guidida 
Madani, who lives several kilometres away in a Bedouin tent. 
He says he has had to buy wheat to make bread, since the 
locusts devoured his smal] crop. "They even ate holes in my 
roof", he said. 


schistocerca gregaria, known locally as the pilgrim cricket, 
is sweeping across northern Africa in the worst infestation since 
the late 1980's. Clouds of insects, large and dense enough to 
be seen by satellite, ride 80 kilometres or more a day in the arid 
wind. They settle-each evening on whatever greenery they can 
find and eat through the night, lifting off again when temperatures 
rise. 


Born in unusually large numbers in the mountains of Morocco 
and Algeria, the locusts have spread into Mauritania, Mali and 
Senegal, and experts worry that a sluggish international 
response will magnify the problem. 


Female locusts typically lay three sets of up to 100 eggs in 
their lives, and if the locusts are allowed to reproduce on the 
southern fringe of the Sahara, they will return in greater numbers 
with the north wind later in 2004. 


"If they come back with more force, we'll be overwhelmed,” 
said Brahim Boudarine, the provincial agricultural director in Ich. 


Part of the problem is a strip of no man’s land, about 35 
to 50 kilometres wide, along Morocco's long, contested border 
with Algeria. Because neither side dares fly planes near the 
zone, it had become an unintended breeding refuge for desert 
locusts. The infestation is forcing diplomacy between the often 
hostile neighbours: at the end of June locust experts from both 
countries met in Algiers to coordinate their efforts. 


"If we can control this zone, we can break the cycle," said 
Boudarine, who added that the two sides had vowed to treat 
swarms close to the border, like the one that was devouring the 
fruit trees near Ich (pronounched ish). 
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In the district agricultural office 80 kilometres west of Ich, 
Boudarine said that the swarms that arrived in northeast Morocco 
in 2004 laid more than 1,000 egg pods per square metre in some 
places. Moving carpets of the insects, which do not fly for the 
first few weeks of life, cause periodic traffic accidents when they 
cross roads. In Algeria in June, 24 people were injured when 
vehicles skidded on the slick remains of thousands of squashed 
bugs. 

Alert governments try to kill the larvae with insecticides before 
they take wing. Boudarine said his extermination teams had 
treated one larvae field 61 kilometres long and almost 10 
kilometres wide. But the land is too rugged and vast for them to 
find all of the breeding grounds. 


To combat the plague, locust prospectors track swarms until 
they land for the night, radioing back the bugs’ coordinates to 
extermination teams. 


Near ich, prospectors laid out orange vinyl mats at the 
corners of the area to be treated, less than two kilometres from 
the Algerian border. Soon a yellow crop duster appeared over 
the mountains and began laying a white fog of malathion over 
the fruit grove. Locusts, covering the trees like scales, began 
dropping to the ground. (New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, 
July 31) . 

c. Move to sign up for Peer Review wel- 
comed: Human rights groups have welcomed 
Angola signing up for the African Peer Review 
hae (APRM) in the Ethiopian capital, Addis 

apa. 


Angola was among three Southern African countries to join 
the APRM during the closing ceremony of the African Union (AU) 
summit. Also acceding were Malawi and Lesotho, bringing the 
total number of signatories to the mechanism to 23. 


The APRM, overseen by a panel, monitors a country's 
progress towards political and economic reform, and was put in 
place earlier in 2004. Besides reviewing the governance record, 
the panel would also examine the country's socio-economic 
development. 


Justin Pearce, a researcher with Human Rights Watch 
(HRW), described Angola’s move as a "positive development". 
But he added that the New York-based organisation was “going 
to wait and see to what extent Angola’s peers in the AU are 
prepared to investigate the country and hold it accountable to 
the standards [of good governance]". 


Three decades of civil war ended in 2002 with the signing of 
a ceasefire agreement with the then rebel UNITA movement. 
International donors have now begun to look more critically at 
issues of fiscal transparency and alleged human rights abuses. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, 
July 8) 
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d. African leaders asked to ratify AU,- UN 
anti-corruption conventions:- The’ third: annual 
summit for the African Union continued in Addis 
Ababa with the Transparency International (TI) 
calling on African leaders to ratify and put in place 
structures that would allow effective implementation 
of the African Union and European Union's Con- 
ventions on preventing and combating corruption. 


"Good governance is at the heart of the fight against poverty 
and economic underdevelopment," TI chairman Peter Eigen 
said. "By tackling corruption, we carr strike at the root cause of 
war, human rights abuse and poverty." 


He added: "The recent commitment made by Nigerian 
President Olusegun Obasanjo through the G8/Nigeria Partner- 
ship to continue to implement a comprehensive national 
anti-corruption strategy is commendable. 


"We hope that President Obasanjo’s tenure as AU chairman 
will be marked by the same anti-corruption zeal." 


"We urge governments to back their words up with action 
and ratify the AU anti-corruption convention,” said Muzong Kodi, 
TI Director for Africa and the Middle East, speaking from Addis 
Ababa. 


He continued: "By adopting the AU Convention, African 
leaders clearly demonstrated their commitment to the New 
Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). (Daily Monitor, 
Addis Ababa, July 8) 


e. 28 North African refugees die at sea: 
Twently-eight refugees died attempting to reach 
Italy by boat from north Africa, the Italian police 
said, citing accounts from some of the dozens of 
survivors rescued by a freighter off the Sicilian 
coast. 


Italian authorities said on Aug 8 that 73 would-be immigrants 
were picked up from their drifting boat on Aug 7 by the crew of 
the container ship Zuiderdiep some 130 nautical miles southeast 
of Sicily. 


One man requiring urgent medical attention had to be 
immediately airlifted to a hospital in Malta. 


Another was later discovered to have died on board the ship. 
The survivors, many of them unable to walk from exhaustion 
and exposure, came ashore at the port of Syracuse in the early 
hours of Aug 8. 


Police who spent painstakingly piecing together the survivors’ 
accounts built a grim picture of the immigrants’ nine-day ordeal 
at sea, during which, one by one, the bodies of the dead were 
thrown into the sea as they succumbed to exhaustion, exposure 
and thirst. (Hindu, New Delhi, Aug 10) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Imprisoned journalist in second week of 
hunger strike: Imprisoned journalist Hafnaoui 
Ghoul began a hunger strike, Aug 9, in protest 
against the judicial harassment to which he has 
been subjected. 


Ghoul’s health has deteriorated considerably since his 
incarceration. Several of Ghoul's family members visited the 
journalist in prison. Following their meeting with him, the family 
issued a statement in which they lamented Ghoul’s deteriorating 
health and urged the authorities and the international community 
to intervene. 


In the light of the insufficient medical care that Ghoul has 
received in prison, the Algerian League of Human Rights of which 
the journalist is a member, called for his urgent transfer to 
hospital. Since he began his hunger strike, Ghoul has been 
drinking sweetened water only. He now has trouble walking but 
has refused to end his protest action. 


The Djelfa correspondent for the daily E/-Yourm, Ghoul was 
incarcerated on May 24, following the publication of an article in 
which he denounced mismanagement and corruption by local 
authorities. The journalist has since been sentenced to two 
separate prison terms with no parole, on separate defamation 
charges. In both instances, the verdict on appeal increased the 
punishment handed down in earlier court rulings. (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, Paris, Aug 20) 


{Background Info. Angola, page 1428:a] 


ANGOLA 


a. More than 200 refugees arrive in Luanda: 
A total of 217 Angolan refugees arrived, Aug 22, in 
Luanda from the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DR) under the Government's organised and volun- 
tary repatriation programme supported by the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR). 


The newly arrived Angolan will later be directed to relatives 
living in Luanda, after all required assistance is provided to them. 
According to the UNHCR information officer, Fernando Mendes, 
the returnees will first be accommodated at the Luanda's Beiral 
elderly home where they will be supplied with assistance kits 
and information on HIV/AIDS and landmines danger. 


"They will also get assistance packages they will take along 
with them to their final destination and that will be useful in the 
coming months of social reintegration," the officer said. The 
source said this group is the first of a series who decide to return 
home voluntarily. 


Vol V No. 17 


"This repatriation has volunteer character and as the 
refugees get registered, expressing their wish ‘to return home, 
the UNHCR will secure the flights," he stated. The refugees are 
being weicomed at the Luanda “4 de Fevereiro” International 
Airport, by officials of the Social Welfare Ministry, HCR and 
relatives. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Aug 23) 


[Background Info. Angola, page 1417:a] 


BENIN 


a. Journalists face retrial: At least four Beni- 
nese reporters face criminal defamation charges 
and two of them have already spent time in prison 
in 2004, 


They are the first batch of journalists to be imprisoned for 
their work since 1996 in Benin. 


The defendants include Patrick Adjamonsi, ‘publication 
director of the private daily L’Aurore, who was released, Aug 20, 
after spending six days in prison. Adjamonsi, whose original 
sentence was overturned, faces a new trial. 


The charges against Adjamonsi stem from an article he wrote 
for L'Aurore in November 2003, which criticized the distribution 
of government subsidies for the private press by Benin’s 
communications authority, La Haute Autorit de l'Audiovisuel et 
de la Communication (HAAC). According to local sources, the 
article alleged the subsidies were not properly distributed, and 
suggested their distribution could have been influenced by 
corruption. 

In February, 2004, two administration employees of the 
HAAC, Amlie Amoussou and No! Sohounou, pressed defamation 
charges against Adjamonsi. On June 8, Adjamonsi was sen- 
tenced to six months in prison and a symbolic fine of one CFA 
franc (less than one U.S. cent). (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, Aug 20) 


[Background Info. Benin, page 1429:a] 


BOTSWANA 
a. Striking miners vow to stay put: Over 2,000 


‘striking Debswana mine workers in Orapa, Letl- 


hakane and Damtshaa mines, Aug 23, vowed that 
they will return to work only after their demands 
have been met. 


The determined mine workers made their stand known at a 
meeting addressed by the Botswana Mining Workers Union 
(BMW) officials at a Freedom Square in Orapa. They said the 
“illegal” strike was the only way through which they could register 
their discontent. The meeting called by the shop stewards from 
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the three branches of Orapa, Letihakane and Damtshaa was 
meant to ensure that workers did not panic and change heart. 


"The struggle continues and this (strike) is the only option 
left to us to cause the employer to talk to us and stop treating 
us shabbily," shouted one of the shop stewards. 


The meeting was attended by hundreds of workers who 
spent the day around the area known as the Freedom Square, 
singing labour songs, which often belittled the Debswana 
management. Workers belted out songs like “Bahiri ke lona le 
loilwe ke mang...Ga le bona babereki ba robala nageng jaana, 
ba lwela ditshwanelo tsa bona...". (Mmegi/The Reporter, 
Gaborone, Aug 24) 


BURUNDI 


a. Armed men kill 153 in Burundi refugee 
camp: Attackers armed with guns and machetes 
killed at least 153 people in a camp for Tutsi 
Congolese refugees in western Burundi, the army 
said, Aug 14. 


The Hutu Forces for National Liberation (FNL), claimed 
responsibility for the Aug 13 night's attack, saying they were 
aiming to hit a military target near the camp. Burundi has a 
military camp about 500 metres from the refugee camp. 


Some refugees said the attack was planned, citing unsigned 
leaflets circulated urging death to the Banyamulenge—the term 
for the Tutsi Congolese refugees. 


The UN refugee agency's Gatumba camp is near the town 
of Uvira in eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, and provides 
shelter for between 2,500 and 3,000 Banyamulenge. 


"Armed men coming from the east of (Congo), Aug 13 night, 
attacked the refugee camp of Banyamulenge in Gatumba. We 
have a temporary toll of 153 refugees killed. Refugees’ houses 
were aiso burnt," army spokesman Adoplohe Manirakiza said. 


“The initial information we have is that the assailants were 
speaking Lingala (a Congolese local language)," he added, but 
could not say who might be to blame. He said 111 people were 
wounded. . 


Women screamed and wailed, Aug 14 morning, at the horrific 
scenes of bodies of women, babies and men hacked down by 
machetes or shot dead. Some bodies were found burnt inside 
the camp's tents. 


Ms Isabelle Abric, the spokeswoman for the United Nations 
mission to Burundi confirmed the attack, but said the number of 
dead had not been ascertained. 


_ Rebels’ claim: "Our target was a military camp near the 
refugee camp for the Tutsi Congolese refugees. We then heard 
gunshots coming from refugee camp aiming at us and then 
decided to retaliate," FNL spokesman Pasteur Habimana said. 


The FNL is the only rebel group still refusing to join a 
power-sharing government to end a decade-long civil war 
between Burundi's politically dominant Tutsi minority and rebels 
from the Hutu majority, in which 300,000 people have been kille J, 
mostly through hunger and disease. 
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The FNL has 3,000 to 3,500 fighters who have launched 
attacks around the capital Bujumbura. 


Thousands of Banyamulenge refugees have taken shelter in 
camps in Burundi run by the United Nations refugee agency 
after fleeing the Democratic Republic of Congo in the past few 
months saying they were terrified of being targeted by govern- 
ment troops, local militia and Congolese civilians in eastern 
Congo. 


A witness saw one woman lying dead with machete wounds 
all over her body as her infant child clung at her breast. 


"A few days ago, we received some leaflets inciting the 
extermination of Banyamulenge, so our lives are in danger,” said 
one resident who out of fear declined to give his name. (Deccan 
Herald, Bangalore, Aug 15) 


Arusha summit condemns Burundi killings: The just- 
ended Arusha summit of the Great Lakes Peace Initiative on 
Burundi has strongly condemned the massacre of over 150 Tutsi 
refugees in Burundi and declared the group responsible a 
terrorist organisation. 


President Mwanawasa said at the Lusaka International 
Airport, Aug 19, on arrival from the summit that delegates 
extended condolences to the families of the deceased and 
wished the injured including women and children quick 
recovery. "The summit strongly condemned the callous attack 
on the refugee camp in Gatumba in which civilians including 
women and children were killed," he said, 


Mwanawasa said the summit also hailed the quick response 
of the African Union (AU) and United Nations (UN) to the 
massacre over which the Hutu extremists Palipehutu-FNL had 
already claimed responsibility. The summit urged the AU and 
UN Security Council to support the decision to declare 
Palipehutu-FNL a terrorist organisation. On power sharing, the 
summit endorsed the agreement by signatories of the Pretoria 
Power Sharing Agreement that provisions of the agreement 
should be incorporated in the constitution of Burundi. 


Mwanawasa said the summit hoped that with the estab- 
lishment of an independent electoral commission and other 
institutions of governance, Burundi would hold elections on 
October 31. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, Aug 20) 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1406:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. UN launches election ‘awareness cam- 
paign’: The United Nations Peace-Building Office 
in the Central African Republic (BONUCA) has 
launched a nationwide "awareness campaign" to 
prepare for elections in January 2005. 


As part of the operation organized in partnership with the 
Independent Mixed Electoral Commission and various govern- 
ment ministries, an "awareness caravan" toured several towns 
in the hinterland earlier urging residents to register for the vote, 
organizing debates and meeting with opinion makers, women’s 
and youth groups as well as political parties and religious 
representatives. 
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It followed training workshops for election supervisors in 
Bangui, the capital, in July under the auspices of BONUCA and 
the UN Devslopment Programme (UNDP). 


BONUCA has been in the country since February 2000 when 
it took over from a UN peacekeeping mission, but instability has 
continued, including rebellions, coups and attempted coups, 
most recenily when the current president, General Francois 
Bozize, overthrew the regime of Ange Felix Patass in March 
2003. 


The Security Council in July called for steps to consolidate 
stability and pave the way for free elections, welcoming the 
establishment of the electoral commission as "an important step 
‘towards the restoration of constitutional legality." (UN News 
Service, New York, Aug 20) 


b. Cost-sharing AIDS drug programme 
launched: The Central African Republic (CAR) is 
providing low cost anti-AIDS drugs over the next 
five years in an effort to improve the life expectancy 
of HIV-pcsitive people and encourage voluntary HIV 
screening as a preventive strategy. 


Health Minister Nestor-Mamadou Nali said during the launch 
of the treatment programme earlier that poor people would 
receive antiretrovirals free of charge, while low-income earners 
were expected to pay US $4 a month. 


“This is keeping in line with the ‘Bamako’ [African healthcare] 
Initiative, which stresses community participation and low 
cost-sharing," Nali said. The treatment programme has been 
made possible by a $25 million Global AIDS Fund grant, 
approved in April. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Johannesburg, Aug 25) 


{Background Info. Central African, page 1419:b] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. 8,000 killed, rights abuse rampant, says 
UN: Nearly 8,000 civilians have died and another 
six lakh displaced in the ethnic strife that has rocked 
the northeastern part of the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo (DR). 


According to a UN report, Congo is witnessing one of the 
world’s worst and most ignored human rights crises. 


The report asked the UN Security Council to renew the 
mission's mandate under Chapter seven which expires at the 
beginning of October in the wake of rampant rights abuse. 


Chapter seven of the UN Charter authorises peacekeeping 
troops to use force in certain circumstances. 


Driving the conflicts are claims to the Ituri's rich natural 
resources including productive farmlands and forests, the Kilo 
Moto golc mine, one of the largest in the world, and other 
goidiields, potential oil reserves in the Lake Albert basin and rich 
fish stocks, the report drafted by the Human Rights and Child 
Protection sections of the UN Organisation Mission in the DRC 
(MONUC) said. 


When the Hema militia, Union de Patriotes Congolais (UPC), 
took over Ituri’s capital, Bunia, in August 2002 and May 2003, 
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they tried to empty the town of its Lendu, Bira and Nande 
residents, the last seen as commercial rivals to Hemas. 
Departing Belgian colonists, who had leased land from Lendu 
traditional chiefs in Ituri, left it during political upheavals in 1973 
in the care of its Hema managers. The managers began illegally 
and secretly to register the land in their own names, especially 
when a Hema, Zho Kalogi, became Minister of Agriculture, the 
report said. 


"The latest conflict—which has provoked so many of the 
abuses—was sparked off by a particular land dispute in 1998 
when some Hema _ concessionaires...illegally enlarged their 
estates to the detriment of neighbouring, mostly Lendu people, 
MONUC’'s report said. Leaders of increasingly divided rebel 
factions vying for political power in Ituri, home to 18 ethnic 
groups, have profited from the ethnic resentments. (Deccan 
Herald, Bangalore, Aug 12) 

[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1407:a] 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Pact with World Bank for economic re- 
forms: The Minister of Finance and Economic 
Development, H. E. Ato Sufian Ahmed, and Ishac 
Diwan, the World Bank country director for Ethiopia, 
Aug 23, signed agreements worth a total of US$200 
million to promote public sector capacity building 
and for water supply and sanitation programmes. 


The first agreement is a US$ 100 million credit to support 
homegrown reforms in the public sector through the Public 
Sector Capacity Building Programme (PSCAP). 


The second is a combination of a US$ 25 million grant and 
a US$ 75 million credit for infrastructure development through 
the Water Supply and Sanitation Project (VWWSSP). 


Both the PSCAP and WSSP credit and grant were approved 
by the World Bank Board of executive directors on May 11, 2004. 


PSCAP aims to improve state-society relations in three 
ways--improving the scale, efficiency, and responsiveness of 
public service delivery at the federal, regional, and local level; 
empowering citizens to participate more effectively in shaping 
their own development; and promoting good governance and 
accountability. 


The implementation of various elements of PSCAP have 
been ongoing through limited project support since the mid- 
1990s. The urgent need for a rapid scaleup of institutional 
reforms and capacity building in order to achieve the service 
delivery, investment climate and empowerment objectives of the 
Government is widely acknowledged. (World Bank, Washington 
DC, Aug 23) 

b. Editor convicted anew: The Committee to 
Protect Journalists (CPJ), in a letter to prime 
minister Meles Zenawi, Aug 12, expressed deep 
concern that Tewodros Kassa, the imprisoned 
former editor-in-chief of the Amharic language 
weekly "Ethiop", has been newly convicted on a 
four-year-old defamation charge, delaying his 
scheduled release from prison. 


™ 
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Kassa was sentenced on July 7, 2002 to two years in prison 
on two counts of violating Ethiopia’s restrictive Press Proclama- 
tion No. 34 of 1992. The first charge, “disseminating false 
information that could incite people to political violence,” 
stemmed from two stories published in 1997. 


The first reported that the ruling Ethiopian Peopie's Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front (EPRDF) had fired personnel at the 
Debre Zeit air force base who worked for the former regime of 
Mengistu Haile Mariam, and replaced them with pro-EPRDF 
workers. The second article alleged that unidentified individuals 
unsuccessfully tried to bomb a popular hotel in the capital, Addis 
Ababa. (Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, Aug 16) 


GAMBIA 


a. UK lifts aviation ban: The Director General 
of The Gambia Civil Aviation Authority has wel- 
comed the decision of the United Kingdom to lift its 
ban on Gambian registered aircraft flying to and 
from Britain, effectively ending an air sanction that 
had sent jitters among aviation authorities in Banjul. 


Ms. Maimuna Taal told local journalists at a press 
conference at the GCAA headquarters in Yundum, Aug 22, 
that the air embargo against The Gambia announced by the 
United Kingdom earlier has been rescinded in view of the 
positive results of stringent assessment of GCAA competence 
by inspectors from the UK who had found it no longer tenable 
to maintain the ban. 


The inspectors were invited by Banjul’s aviation authorities 
to inspect and determine the level of competence of the GCAA 
in tandem with the International Civil Aviation Organisation 
Annexes 1, 6, and 8 and had confirmed and certified notable 
improvements in the standards within the Gambian aviation 
industry, which conform with internationally sanctioned aviation 
rules and regulations. 


Ms. Taal echoed the gist of a letter of Aug 18 addressed to 
her as the GCAA director general, by the Department of 
Transport in UK. (independent, Banjul, Aug 23) 


GHANA 


a. Top judge dragged to Attorney Generals 
office over ‘strange’ judgement: A Circuit court 
Judge, Justice P. K. Aggrey, has been dragged 
before the Attorney General for allegedly setting 
free an accused person who was involved in a 
forgery of land title certificate case on the grounds 
that the matter had been already settled amicably. 


In spite of protests by the complainant and other interested 
parties that the case had not been settled amicably, Justice 
Aggrey went ahead and said he had closed the case forever, 
thus setting the accused free. In a petition to the Attorney 
General, Erasmus Commodore, a Germany-based Ghanaian 
journalist, stated that his nephew, Isaac Korley Commodore, a 
former officer at the Survey Department, raised an objection 
against the judgement. 
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According to him, his nephew toid the judge that his uncles 
had not settled the case amicably with Kingsley Owusu Achau, 
the accused. Commodore therefore called on the Attorney 
General to investigate the case, as he thinks the judge had not 
handled it properly. 


“How can a criminal case of forgery be changed to a civil 
case and be said to have been settled amicably by parties, when 
it is matter between the Republic and the accused?" he queried. 
When The Chronicle contacted the Attorney General's Depart- 
ment, the officials confirmed the receipt of the petition, adding 
that it had been referred to the Director of Public Prosecutions 
for prompt action. (Ghanaian Chronicle, Accra, Aug 24) 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN radio station starts broadcasting: A UN 
radio station finally took to the airwaves in Ivory 
Coast, Aug 13, after months of wrangling with the 
government, kicking off its campaign to bring 
impartial news and messages of peace to the 
crisis-hit country with a speech from Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan. 


"L can confirm that the radio is broadcasting, you can listen 
to it yourself", Jean-Victor N’Kolo, the spokesman for the UN 
Mission in Ivory Coast said. The station's already-delayed launch 
had been planned for Aug 10, but in fact residents in the 
economic capital, Abidjan, had to wait until Aug 13 to tune in to 
ONUCI FM. The station now plans to start transmission in 
rebel-held towns in the northern half of the country like Bouake, 
Korhogo and Man as well as other towns in the government-held 
south. It would thus become the only radio station broadcasting 
nationwide in divided lvory Coast since it erupted into civil war 
almost two years ago. 


Diplomats closely involved in efforts to resolve the conflict 
have frequently lamented the very partisan nature of country's 
media, particularly the privately owned newspapers, most of 
which are closely aligned with particular political interest groups. 
They have often been accused of whipping up political and ethnic 
hatred rather than promoting national reconciliation. (UN Inte- 
grated Regional Information Networks, Abidjan, Aug 13) 


KENYA 


a. 50 charged with land invasions: Fifty 
Maasai herdsmen were charged, Aug 23, with 
invading private land, as the Government vowed to 
evict scores of others trying to take over ranches 
in Laikipia District. 

The herdsmen were among 70 arrested, Aug 21, when police 
confronted scores of Maasai herders, whose community is 
staking a claim to thousands of acres of their native land, now 
occupied by large-scale farms and ranches in Laikipia and other 
areas in the Rift Valley. 


Thirty-one herdsmen appeared before a Nyanyuki court, 
charged with invading John Henry Riggery's ranch in Mukogodo 
Division with 2,000 animals and destroying a $h500,000 electric 
fence. 
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A second group of 19 allegedly damaged an electric fence 


worth Sh6 million at El-Karama ranch on the same day. They ` 


are said to have driven 1,500 head of livestock onto the ranch, 
owned by Guy Grant. They all denied the charges and were 
remanded until the end of the week—the first group until Aug 
29 and the second until Aug 30—when the magistrate is 
expected to rule on their bail. 


Defence lawyer Gilbert Ombachi had asked the court to 
release them on bond, but the prosecutor, Inspector Martin Muli, 
objected. (Nation, Nairobi, Aug 24) 


[Background Info. Kenya, page 1432:a] 


b. Another Kenyan ‘captured in Iraq’: Fears 
were rife, Aug 24, that another Kenyan has been 
abducted in Iraq. 


An armed group calling itself Brigades of Martyrs of iraq 
claimed to have kidnapped a Kenyan and a Jordanian. If 
confirmed, the kidnap would take the number of Kenyans held 
hostage in Iraq to four. 


“A brigade of the martyrs of Fallujah kidnapped a Jordanian 
and a Kenyan, two agents (working for US forces), in an ambush 
as they returned to an American base to supply the invasion 
forces with food," said the group. ) 


“The names and pictures of the two men, as well as demands 
for their release will soon be revealed in a video, in preparation,” 
the group said in a statement, whose authenticity could not 
immediately be verified. 


Asked to confirm the reports, Foreign Affairs minister Chirau 
Ali Mwakwere - who erroneously announced early in August that 
the three Kenyans, three Indians and an Egyptian being held 
hostage in Iraq had been released and is facing charges over 
that episode - said: "They (kidnappers) have announced for the 
world to know." 


And Klwakwere has said efforts to secure the release of the 
three hostages were continuing. 


Earlie-, the government deployed Ambassador Yusuf Nzibo 
to Kuwai:i City to lead the efforts to release the hostages 
kidnapped in Iraq on July 21 by the Black Banners group. (East 
African Standard, Nairobi, Aug 25) 


[Background Info. Kenya, page 1421:a] 


LIBERIA 


a. 65,000 fighters disarmed, weapons 
seized:The head of the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL), retired American Airforce General, 
Jacques Klein, has given an ‘impressive’ report 
about the disarmament of more than 65, 000 former 
fighters. 


Ambassador Klein told a special session of the Transitional 
Legislative Assembly that more than 20,000 weapons, 20,000 
pieces of bombs and explosives have been collected so far by 
UNMIL. 


He said more than 5 million rounds of ammunition have been 
reported to UNMIL by the former combatants. He explained that 
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the total number of ammunition rounds collected in Liberia so 
far exceeded twice the number collected in Sierra Leone. 


Ambassador Klein gave statistics in the disarmament 
process at a special session of the Legislative Assembly (NTLA), 
Aug 18, to mark the first anniversary of the Comprehensive 
Peace Accord signed in 2003 in Accra, Ghana. 


The UNMIL boss disclosed that troops from Ethiopia are 
expected in the country shortly to compliment the 15,000 men 
requested by him. 


He said disarmament was continuing and that the process 
would begin in Voinjama, May 20. 


Apart from the disarmament process, UNMIL soldiers, he 
pointed out, have immunized 128,000 children against measles 
and that they intend to vaccinate about a million children against 
polio. (News, Monrovia, Aug 19) 


[Background Info. Liberia, page 1421:a] 


b. Liberia, Sierra Leone to strengthen security 
at common border: According to a communique 
signed in Freetown, Sierra Leone, between Presi- 
dent Ahmed Tejan Kabbah and his Liberian coun- 
terpart NTGL Chairman C Gyude Bryant at the end 
of his visit to that country, the two leaders expressed 
the hope that both countries will put in place the 
appropriate measures to strengthen security along 
their common border in a bid to prevent the 
infiltration of subversive elements into each other's 
territory. 


The communique said President Kabbah and Chairman 
Bryant also expressed concern over the proliferation of conflicts 
on the African continent and reaffirmed their determination and 
commitment to regional and sub-regional initiatives designed to 
manage, prevent and resolve these conflicts. 


On sub-regional affairs, the two leaders renewed their 
commitment to continue to explore ways and means of reviving 
the Mano River Union in the light of recent positive developments 
in Liberia, as a consequence of the formation of the new National 
Transitional Government. 


They reaffirmed their support for the decisions reached at 
the recent Mano River Union Meeting held in Conakry, Guinea. 
(Inquirer, Monrovia, Aug 23) 


LIBYA 


a. Libya to pay US$35m to Berlin bomb 
victims: Libya has agreed to compensate over 160 
non-US victims of the 1986 bombing of a West 
Berlin nightclub, the country's ambassador to Ger- 
many said, Aug 10. 


The agreement should help the oil-rich nation end its pariah 
status and improve its ties with the European Union whose trade 
and aid partnership with Mediterranean countries it wants to join. 
"The memorandum will be signed tonight (Aug 11) in Berlin. The 
volume is US$35 million,” Ambassador Said Abdulaati said, 
adding a formal contract would be signed in two weeks in Tripoli. 
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Two US soldiers and a Turkish woman were killed and more 
than 200 other people were hurt in the explosion at the "La Belle" 
disco that had been popular with US soldiers. 


A German court ruled in 2001 the Libyan secret service was 
behind the bombing and convicted four people, including a former 
Libyan diplomat. 


German lawyers and members of Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi's charitable foundation have been negotiating a deal 
covering the more than 160 non-American victims of the attack 
and the relatives of the Turkish woman killed. (New Era, 
Windhoek, Aug 11) 


{Background Info. Libya, page 1326:a] 


MALAWI 


a. Clampdown on illegal cross-border maize 
trade: An estimated one in eight Malawians are 
facing food shortages in 2004, causing the govern- 
ment to suspend maize exports to neighbouring 
countries, a senior official confirmed, Aug 24. 


The principal secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs, 
Charles Msosa, said the main concern was that “tonnes of maize" 
were being illegally transported across the country’s borders. 


"We cannot have truckloads of maize leaving Malawi when 
the country is experiencing a deficit and would have to import 
stocks," Msosa said. 


He said the authorities had already put in place stiffer control 
measures to monitor traffic heading into Tanzania, Zambia and 
Mozambique. 


"Should customs officials discover maize leaving the country 
they will impound the maize and arrest the individuals on site. 
We suspect that the bulk is leaving from the north of country 
[into Tanzania]," he added. 


It remained unclear just how much maize was leaving 
Malawi illegally, but authorities said cross-border trade had 
"worsened" the current food shortages, which are expected to 
affect 1.4 million Malawians. (UN Integrated Regional Infor- 
mation Networks, Johannesburg, Aug 24) 


b. ‘Malawi’s economy in deep crisis’: Econo- 
mists in the country have said the Muluzi admini- 
stration was so wasteful and arrogant in the way it 
spent public funds in the 10 years it was in office, 
it left the Malawi economy in deep crisis. 


Meeting at an economic seminar organised by the Depart- 
ment for International Development (DFID) in Lilongwe recently, 
the economic captains observed that the Muluzi administration 
was very arrogant and would not heed advice and concerns from 
donors or corporate captains on issues of over expenditure and 
good governance, a situation which forced the donors to freeze 
aid in 2001. 


DFID economic adviser Alan Whitworth said the aid freeze 
by donors forced government to borrow extensively from 
commercial banks resulting in a domestic debt of K54 billion 
which the Mutharika government has to struggle to pay back as 
one way of reorganising the economy. 
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Whitworth, who likened the Muluzi administration to a man 
who spends beyond his means and ends up bankrupt, said 
domestic debt alone jumped from K9.5 billion in June 2001 
representing 8.5% of the GDP to K54 billion in June 2004 which 
represents 30% of the GDP because of laVish spending. 


"What happens to a man who spends more than he earns 
year after year? He will go bankrupt and may end up in jail. 
While family and friends may help out for a while, if they see 
that he is making no effort to live within his means, sooner or 
later they will stop. The previous Malawi government was rather 
like this man," he said. (Chronicle, Lilongwe, Aug 23) 


MALI 


a. Government imposes six-month ban on 
tree felling: The government of Mali has imposed 
a six-month ban on tree felling to try and slow the 
rate at which the country’s savannah woodiand is 
being steadily decimated for firewood and charcoal. 


However, housewives in the capital Bamako are grumbling 
that this has pushed up the price of cooking fuel. 


The Ministry of Environment estimates that Mali is loosing 
400,000 hectares of tree cover a year to meet the rising demand 
for construction timber and fuel wood. According to Felix Dakouo, 
the ministry’s director of conservation, the country’s 12 million 
population consumes six million tonnes of wood per year. 


in Bamako, that works out at 1.5 kg of wood per day for 
each of the city’s one million inhabitants -- a rate of consumption 
which this arid country can no longer afford as the Sahara desert, 
which covers the northern half of Mali, advances steadily 
southwards. 


At a conference in the central town of Mopti in June, local 
farmers complained to President Amadou Toumani about 
unauthorised logging and charcoai exports to countries like 
neighbouring Mauritania. 


The government responded at the beginning of July by 
banning the cutting down of live trees and the export of charcoal 
for six months. This covers Mali's rainy season and the early 
cooler part of the dry season which follows. 


"From now on people will have to make do with dead wood. 
Removing that makes our forests healthier,” Environment 
Minister Nancouma Keita said. Groups of wardens are due to 
patrol the forests to ensure the logging ban is adhered to. Anyone 
wishing to cut down dead trees will require a special permit and 
will have to work under their supervision. (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Bamako, Aug 11) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Catholic Archbishop distorts peace agree- 
ment: The Catholic Archbishop of Beira, Jaime 
Goncalves, has come out openly in support of the 
former rebel movement Renamo, in the dispute over 
the presence of gangs of Renamo armed men, 
known as Renamo’s "Presidential Guard”, in the 
central Mozambican districts of Maringue and 
Cheringoma. 
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In an interview published in the issue of the weekly paper 
Zambeze, Goncalves asked "Who are the government calling 
armed men ? The Renamo security force ? But it is known that 
this was approved in the Genera! Peace Agreement. And security 
forces must have weapons, according to our ethos of state and 
personal security". 


Goncalves was one of the mediators in the negotiations that 
led up to the signing of the peace agreement between the 
government and Renamo in Rome on October 4, 1992. He 
claimed tha: if the state is in favour of the rule of law, "it must 
recognise that in this case the security of Renamo and its top 
leaders was approved in the peace agreement". 


Goncalves accused the state of confusing "armed men" with 
"security forces". 

It might be indelicate to accuse the bishop of lying about the 
peace agreement - but at the very least his memory of the 


document he helped mediate is rusty. For at no point does the | 


peace acccrd say that Renamo can maintain its own private 
militia for y2ar after year after year. (Agencia de Informacao 
de Mocambique, Maputo, Aug 19) 


NIGER 


a. Radio station director released: Moussa 
Kaka, director of the independent radio station 


Saranouya FM and a correspondent for Radio. 


France International, was released, Aug 16, 2004. 


Kaka had been held since Aug 12 in connection with an 
interview broadcast on Saranouya FM with Tuareg rebel leader 
Mohammed Boula. 


in the August 11 interview, the Tuareg leader claimed 
responsibility for an armed attack on three transport buses in 
the north cf the country the previous day that left three people 
dead, 11 others injured and during which two gendarmes were 
kidnapped. 


Boula claims to be the leader of the previously defunct Ar 
and Azaouk Liberation Front, an armed Tuareg independence 
group that opposes the central government. 


The state prosecutor was seeking to charge the journalist 
with complicity in connection with the attack but was forced to 
release him after finding insufficient evidence to support his 
claim. Kaka has been asked to remain available to the 
gendarmerie, however, pending further investigation. Reporters 
Without Berders (RSF) has expressed its relief at Kaka’s release, 
but remains fearful of renewed legal action by the state 
prosecutor. ‘The organisation has also condemned the conditions 
under which the journalist's arrest was carried out. (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, Paris, Aug 19) 


NIGERIA 


a. Court refuses to stop Assembly debate on 
Trade Union Act amendment: Police, Aug 24, 
stopped the Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC) from 
carrying out its planned peaceful protest against the 
Trade Union. Act (Amendment Bill) undergoing 
legislative process at the National Assembly. 
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An Abuja High Court, Aug 24, turned down NLC request that 
it should stop the National Assembly from further debate on the 
Bill. ; 


However, the Bill passed the second reading in the Senate 
and was referred to the Committee on Labour, Productivity and 
Employment for public hearing. i 


The police who were determined to stop the NLC rally 
deployed its men around the Federal Secretariat, early in the 
morning. Well armed policemen thoroughly searched workers 
and visitors going into the two complexes. The situation at the 
NLC Secretariat was no different, as the police were there at 
about 9.30am when the workers donning red bandana on their 
heads and arms were ready to move out. 


Led by Commissioner in charge of Police Force Operations, 
Lawrence Alobi, ‘the police stopped the procession. (This Day, 
Lagos, Aug 25) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Special Court links Taylor to World Trade 
Centre bombing: A confidential report from the 
UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has 
implicated former Liberian President Charles Taylor 
in selling conflict diamonds to known Al-Qaeda 
operatives. 


The report stated that the diamonds were used to finance 
the September 11 attacks on the United States. Special Court 
Chief Prosecutor David Crane who prepared the document said 
Al-Qaeda has been operating in West Africa since September 
1998 and had maintained a continuous presence in the region. 
through 2002. 


John Melrose, former US Ambassador to Sierra Leone, said 
"The United States never perceived itself to have a strategic 
interest in sub-Saharan Africa on the terrorism front until very 
recently.” He said the development of a functioning criminal state 
in West Africa is not a secret to anyone who has been to the 
region. 


US officials believe that a Tanzanian national, Anmed Khalfan 
Ghailani who was arrested, July 25, in Pakistan, paid Taylor 
protection money. (Concord Times, Freetown, Aug 25) 


SOMALIA 


a. UN extends mandate of monitoring group: 
The United Nations Security Council has con- 
demned continuing violations of an arms embargo 
on war-ravaged Somalia, and extended the man- 
date of a group tasked with monitoring the 12-year- 
old ban on the export of weapons and military 
equipment to the Horn of Africa country. 


The Council said that weapons and ammunition supplies 
continued to flow to and through Somalia, and requested the 
UN Secretary-General “to re-establish, within 30 days and for a 
period of six months, the Monitoring Group focusing on the 
ongoing erms embargo violations, including transfers of ammu- 
nition, single use weapons and small arms." 
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The Council, in a statement issued, Aug 17, expressed its 
determination to have violators of the embargo, imposed in 1992, 
"heid accountable". 


In its report to the Council, the Monitoring Group, which is 
based in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, had said that while in the 
past Somali warlords were known to have been the main 
importers of arms and weapons, arms traders and other 
businessmen were increasingly involved in the illicit trade. 


"Imported arms continue to be sold openly in various local 
arms markets, and the Bakaaraha arms markets in Mogadishu 
are still the main source for arms in Somalia," according to the 
group. 

It said that arms and weapons now came from external 
- sources to the north and south of Somalia, often delivered by 
dhows and sometimes by large vessels at several places along 
the Somali coastline. 


There were indications that air transport of arms had 
decreased, although some airports in Somalia were still sus- 
pected of being used for arms traffic. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi, Aug 18) 


{Background Info. Somalia, page 1422:a] 


b. New MPs sworn in: International mediators 
swore in members of Somalia’s new parliament, Aug 
22, a crucial step towards setting up central 
authority in the world’s only country without a 
national government. 


More than 200 members were appointed at the United 
` Nations headquarters in neighbouring Kenya. But several clans 
have yet to submit their lists of representatives, and it was 
unclear when the full 275-member assembly would be 
established. 


Kenyan diplomat Bethuel Kiplagat, chief negotiator for the 
talks, congratulated the group on months of hard work while 
recognising there was more to do to make Somalia whole. 


"If we have come this far together, for heaven’s sake, let's 
finish the race," he told the excited gathering. 


The mandate of a weak Arab-backed transitional authority 
expired in 2003, but the country has lacked effective central 
control since 1991 when warlords toppled military dictator 
Mohammed Siad Barre and carved Somalia into clan-based 
fiefdoms. When the parliament is fully established, it will elect a 
president to set up a new administration in Mogadishu under a 
20-month process steered by African and international media- 
tors. The scene at the inauguration was almost as chaotic as 
the talks leading up to it. Delegates cheered wildly and clapped 
as members were sworn in on copies of the Koran, Islam’s holy 
book. (New Era, Windhoek, Aug 23) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mark Thatcher arrested: Mark Thatcher, 
son of former British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher, was arrested, Aug 25, in connection with 
ee of the alleged coup attempt in Equatorial 

uinea. 
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Police spokesman Sipho Ngwema said a task team had 
swooped on Thatcher in his Constantia home at about 7am. 


He said Thatcher had been under investigation for some 
time, but recent information and statements had resulted in 
arrest. Investigators armed with a warrant searched for evidence 
including documents and computer data. 


Another spokesman, Makhosini Nkosi, said: "We are inves- 
tigating charges of contravening the Regulation of Foreign 
Military Assistance Act. This is in relation to the possible funding 
(of) and logistical assistance to the attempted coup in Equatorial 
Guinea." 


He said Thatcher would appear in the Wynberg Magistrate's 
Court. 


Early on Aug 25, a fleet of vehicles parked in the forecourt 
of Thatcher's mansion in leafy Dawn Ave, behind a pair of high 
wrought-iron gates. A private guard armed with a shotgun was 
pacing up and down inside the gates. (Cape Argus, Cape Town, 
Aug 25) 


b. 5 hurtin tribal clashes, 70 shacks torched: 
Five people were admitted to hospital and 70 shacks 
destroyed after violent clashes erupted between 
Xhosas and Sothos in Clanwilliam. 


Police used rubber. bullets and stun grenades in a bid to 
bring the situation under control. 


Seventy shacks were torched and nearly 300 Ponpe have 
sought shelter in community halis. 


The conflict began, Aug 20 night, when two men, one of 
Xhosa and the other of Sotho descent, had an argument about 
money. Both men rounded up support, leading to a tribal battle. 
Ten shacks were set alight. 


Clanwilliam police called for reinforcements in the form 
of two platoons attached to the anti-crime unit in Paarl. 
"Sporadic incidents of public violence continued in the area, 
Aug 21, when a further 60 shacks were burned down 
deliberately. 


"Several incidents of assault were also reported," said Mani. 
Altogether five people were admitted to hospital, one with head 
injuries caused by a rubber bullet. (Cape Argus, Cape Town, 
Aug 24) 


SUDAN 


a. Sudan govt, rebels adopt African Union 
agenda for peace: Sudanese government envoys 
and the leaders of two rebel groups from the 
war-torn Darfur region agreed, Aug 24, to an 
agenda for African Union-sponsored peace talks 
aimed at resolving the 18-month-old war in. the far 
west of Sudan. 


AU chairman President Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria and 
several senior African and UN officials welcomed the warring 
parties to the headquarters of the west African bloc ECOWAS 
for the second day of the talks. At the end of the morning session, 
Obasanjo announced to journalists: 
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"| think we have made some progress. We've made the 
first step in. the right direction in these very important talks." 
The talks were to restart later with negotiations on the first 
item on the agenda: the provision of humanitarian aid to Darfur, 
where the UN reports that 1.2 million people have been 
displaced by fighting between rebels and the Sudanese army 
and an allied Arab militia. 


AU leacers hope that if agreement on a political and security 
strategy can be reached it will reinforce efforts to enforce a 
ceasefire in the western Sudanese region, where more than 
30,000 pecple were displaced. 


The rebel groups, however, insist that they want the African 
Union to pressure Khartoum into granting Darfur and other 
regions greater autonomy and a better share of the national 
income. They are also refusing to disarm. (Vanguard, Lagos, 
Aug 25) 


Nigerian senate approves sending 1,500 peacekeepers 
to Darfur: The Senate has approved a request by President 
Olusegun Obasanjo to send up to 1,500 Nigerian troops to 
Sudan's troubled Darfur region to serve with an African Union 
(AU) protection force. 


Senator Daniel Saror, deputy minority leader of the Senate, 
said, Aug 18, that the-upper chamber of the Federal Parliament 


had approved Obasanjo’s request, based~"on-the need-to arrest — 


the ugly situation in Sudan which we find absolutely unaccept- 
able,” x 


Saror stressed that only one company of about 120 Nigerian 
troops would be deployed initially to Darfur to serve alongside 
155 Rwandan troops who are already there to protect AU 
ceasefire monitors. 


"But the President also made it clear that it might be 
necessary to increase the number of troops later and the Senate 
agreed with him," he added. 


Nigeria, the regional superpower in West Africa, is set to play 
an increasingly prominent role in international efforts to end the 
fighting in Sudan’s western Darfur region. The United Nations 
estimates that 1.5 million people have been made homeless by 
the conflict including 200,000 that have fled as refugees to 
neighbouring Chad. 


Obasanjo, in his capacity as chairman of the AU, will host a 
fresh round of peace talks, Aug 23, in the Nigerian capital Abuja 
between the Sudanese government and the two rebel move- 
ments in Darfur. 


Obasanjo requested the Senate to approve the deployment 
of one company of troops to Darfur, but he made clear at the 
same time that Nigeria was prepared to ramp up its military 
commitment if a proposed 2,000-strong AU peacekeeping force 
for the region came into being. 


"This approval should equally make allowance for the 
Nigerian contribution to be expanded as may be necessary to 
one battalion, but not more than two battalions at the utmost," 
Obasanjo said in his letter to the Senate. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Abuja, Aug 19) 
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Sudan, UN agree to safe havens in Darfur: An agreement 
that requires Sudan to create safe havens in Darfur within 30 
days has come into effect after the Sudanese Foreign Minister 
and an UN envoy signed it, a report said, Aug 11. 


Foreign Minister Mustafa Osman Ismail said after the signing 
ceremony that he was confident his government could implement 
the plan and restore stability to the western province of Darfur, 
where pro-government militia called Janjaweed have been 
blamed for displacing about a million people. 


However, UN spokesman Fred Eckhard told reporters in New 
York on Aug 9 that UN officials on the ground had reported that 
"the security situation in Darfur remains tenuous, with more 
violence directed at, and displacing, civilians in North and South 
Darfur." (Statesman, New Delhi, Aug 12) 

"A devil on horseback with a gun": Sudan’s 
government lined up 50 prisoners at the main jail 
at Nyala recently and offered them as evidence to 

the world that it was cracking down on 
the militias that have stained so much 
—— of the desert sand of Darfur, the 
country’s western region, with blood. 

But when the men spoke and when their court files were 
reviewed, it quickly became clear that many of them were not 
members of the militias, which have displaced a million villagers 


“in 2003 and killed tens of thousands in what the United States 


Congress calls a genocide. 


Among the group were petty criminals who had already been 
in jail as long as four years. One man's charge was drinking 
wine in a country that forbids it. 


The UN Security Council has given Sudan until August 30 
to rein in the militias, called the Janjaweed, Arab tribesmen whom 
the government armed and then unleashed in Darfur to quell a 
rebellion among darker-skinned Africans that began in early 
2003. Failure to disarm the militias could mean sanctions against 
the government in Khartoum. 


But Janjaweed is a fluid identity, and diplomats say the 
government has exploited the ambiguity. First it armed the 
militias, rallied them and set them loose in Darfur. Then it gave 
many of the same men uniforms and declared them upholders 
of the law. Sometimes the Janjaweed have served as law 
enforcement officers by day and reverted to pillaging at night. 


The government says it has sent thousands of security 
officers to Darfur to impose order and plans to send thousands 
more. But whether the government is curtailing the Janjaweed’s 
activities, or even if it can, is far from clear. 


"If you sent 200 soldiers out to get the Janjaweed, maybe 
50 of them would probably be Janjaweed themselves,” said 
Osman Mirghani, a promininent columnist for the Sudanese 
newspaper A/ Rayaam. 


"A Janjaweed is a Janjaweed when he is on his horse with 
his gun, he is no different than anyone else. Maybe he's a 
policeman during the day and a Janjaweed at night.” 


Indeec, in many cases the government has provided the 
Janjaweed with uniforms, identification cards and commissions 
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in the police, army or popular defence force according to 
interviews with aid workers, local human rights advocates and 
others. As far as the government is concerned they are no longer 
Janjaweed. 


"I’m a soldier now," said one such new recruit, a Arab 
teenager who was smiling as he cradled his assault rifle. He was 
speaking to his schoolteacher, a black African, who had seen 
him with Janjaweed leaders. 


Without their guns and horses, without the head wraps they 
use to shield themselves from Darfur’s searing heat and blowing 
wind, the Janjaweed biend easily into the local population. When 
not in government issued camouflage uniforms, they wear the 
long white robes common among Sudanese. 


Some sit behind desks when they are not pillaging. Others 
herd camels by day but do unspeakable things once the desert 
turns dark at night. 


Further confusing matters, the government accuses the 
rebeis, who call themselves the Sudan Liberation Army and the 
Justice and Equality Movement, of using camels during some of 
their attacks, pretending to be Janjaweed in an attempt to smear 
officials in Khartoum. 


Some have stopped using the term Janjaweed altogether. 
The term itself is an amalgam of Arabic words that roughly 
translates as "a devil on horseback with a gun." No one would 
ever admit to being one. 


Only the villagers who have been the victims of the 
Janjaweed’s wrath, who have heard their horses coming and 
experienced their ruthless attacks, seem to have no trouble 
identifying the militiamen. 

"A Janjaweed came right over my fence, pointed a gun at 
me and took my horse," said Abdallah Ibrahim, who was robbed 
recently right inside a camp for displaced people in Geneina, a 
town near Sudan’s border with Chad. The very same day, another 
woman was shot by a man she considered a Janjaweed in the 
same camp. He made away with her cow. 


As Darfur is now, a fifth of the population has been displaced 
and is living in such camps. Most have been stripped of their 
belongings. Their villages have been torched to the ground. How 
many bodies remain buried in Darfur remains an unknown, 
although estimates range from 30,000 to five times that. 


There have long been tribal clashes in Darfur between Arab 
animal herders and the black Africans who plant crops in the 
dry soil. Their different livelihoods have led to disputes over land, 
stolen animals and any number of infractions. 


The United States government has begun preparing a list of 
Janjaweed leaders, relying on information culled from private 
relief organizations working in Darfur. Others in Darfur are tallying 
their own informal Janjaweed rosters. 


“There is no shortage of names," said one officials who is 
tracking them. "There are thousands of them, but how many 
thousands is anybody’s guess." 

Musa Hilal is one of the men whose names Pierre-Richard 
Prosper, the American ambassador for war crimes issues, 
uttered in testimony before congress. 
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Hilal is said to control thousands of fighters and to enjoy 
close relations with top government officials. 


Hilal, a tribal leader from farther north, in El Fasher, admits 
that he has rallied his Arab tribe's vast network of fighters against 
black Africans. But in conversations with reporters and diplo- 
mats, he rejects the term Janjaweed, which he says applies to 
outlaws, not agents of the government like him. "Janjaweed’ is 
an insult," he said. 


Villagers accuse Hilal’s militias of torching their huts and 
killing indiscriminately, as well as raping and looting at will. He 
says his fighters have attacked rebels, not civilians. 


Hilal says he is acting on behalf of the government, 
protecting Arabs against the black African rebels. "They 
rebelled, threatened us, tried to show discord between us," 
he said. "We retaliated, and we are criminals?" (Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Aug 14) 


Is it genocide?—the debate goes on 
Appalling, gutwrenching and vicious are just some 
wen Of the terms that can reasonably be 
used to describe the mass killing and 
displacement of villagers in the Darfur 

region of Sudan. 


But does what has occurred there—-and continues. to 
unfold—amount to genocide? The question is more than 
academic. The Genocide Convention, adopted by the United 
Nations in 1948, calls on the signataries to “prevent” and 
"punish" genocide. 


If what is happening in Darfur is genocide, as many contend, 
the United States and other governments would be compelled 
to step in and put a stop to it. 


Genocide is defined as a calculated effort to destroy a 
national, ethnic, racial or religious group. The term grew out of 
the Nazi crimes but has been defined broadly to include many 
heinous acts: killing, causing serious bodily or mental harm, 
inflicting conditions designed to bring about physical destruction, 
attempting to prevent births or forcibly transferring children. 


Opinion is unanimous—leaving aside claims by Sudanese 
Officials--about the basic facts in Darfur. In its effort to control 
rebel attacks that began in early 2003, the government 
encouraged Arab militias to dislodge the rebels. In the process, 
civilians were driven from their homes, beaten, raped, tortured 
and, in many cases, killed. 


An ethnic dimension to the attacks is undeniable. The militias 
are Arab and the villagers they attacked were, by and large, 
from black African tribes. 


But when it comes to applying the "G-word", as Adam Erelti, 
a State Department spokesman, recently referred to genocide, 
disagreemént is deep. On this issue, even Amnesty International 
and Human Rights Watch say that more evidence is needed. 


On July 22, the United States House and Senate passed 
measures declaring that the atrocities unfolding in Darfur did in 
fact constitute genocide. 
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But on August 9, the European Union established a different 
position, saying that it had not found sufficient evidence to define 
the attacks in Darfur as genocide. The African Union similarly 
Said in July that the threshold had not been reached. "Even 
though the crisis in Darfur is grave, with unacceptable levels of 
deaths, human suffering and destruction of homes and infra- 
structure, the situation cannot be described as a genocide," the 
group of African states said. 


Defining the conflict strictly in terms of race is likely to be 
tricky. In some cases, the Arabs have lighter skin than the black 
Africans. But years of intermarriage have blurred that distinction. 
in general, Arabs tend to speak Arabic as their first language. 
They are nomadic. 


The blazk Africans use African languages as well as Arabic. 
They tend to be farmers. Most of the victims in the conflict have 
been from the Fur, Masalit and Zaghawa groups, all black 
Africans. But not all Arabs have joined the Janjaweed militias, 
which are accused of carrying out most of the atrocities. 


Of course, even the violence in Rwanda 10 years ago, which 
the United States belatedly labeled a genocide, was not a simple 
matter. 


Hutus were victims as well as perpetrators. Yet there is no 
doubt that the Huft-léd~government’s overall plan was to 
eliminate the ethnic Tutsi population” “~~ mae = 

Not surprisingly, perhaps, politicians are divided on the 
genocide question. The Bush administration has studiously 
avoided tha term, although it called for sanctions on Sudan if 
the government did not rein in the militias. 


Much of the current disagreement centres on how much 
evidence is necessary to make a determination of genocide, said 
Susannah Sirkin, deputy director of Physicians for Human Rights. 
Should enough facts be gathered to prosecute a genocide case 
in a court or should the threshold be lower? 


"The goal of prevention, which is paramount, cannot wait 
until a full legal determination is made," she said. 


Some human rights advocates fear labeling what is happen- 
ing in Darfur as genocide until it is clear that it rises to that level. 
Using the term loosely reduces its impact when a real case of 
genocide does occur. 


“Whenever something terrible happens around the world, 
when people are killed, there is inevitably someone who screams 
‘genocide’," said John Prendergast, an Africa specialist at the 
International Crisis Group, who contends genocide is occurring 
in Darfur. 


"Therefore, keepers of the flame then consciously or 
subconsciously raise the bar for a genocide determination 
higher than the Genocide Convention itself". (New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Aug 14) 


TANZANIA 


a. FGM rescue operation fails: Efforts to save 
girls frem the outlawed practice of female genital 
mutilation (FGM) in Tanzania's Mara region in late 
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2001 have failed, according to Tarime district 
commissioner Paschal Mibiti. 


Approximately 140 million women and girls, mostly in Africa, 
have undergone FGM and another two million are at risk every 
year, according to the World Health Organization. The Tanzania 
Legal and Human Rights Centre estimates that 1.5 million 
women have been subjected to the practice. 


Parents and communities who support FGM believe it 
protects girls’ virginity, discourages female ‘promiscuity’, pro- 
motes cleanliness, guarantees marital prospects, improves 
fertility and prevents stillbirths. 


Many defend its continuation, citing religious teachings and 
deeply held cultural beliefs. 


Its opponents charge that FGM is a violation of women's and 
girls’ human rights and condemn it as a form of gender-based 
violence - carried out mainly on those unable to withhold their 
consent. Ten African countries have banned FGM. (Panos, 
London, Aug 20) 


UGANDA 


a. Museveni summons Mutale over financial 
scam: President Yoweri Museveni has summoned 
Maj. Kakooza Mutale to Gulu after 7 

aired tet an (KAP) 


conned them of millions of shillings. 


Mutale heads KAP, a pseudo-military organisation that has 
widely been accused of causing violence on civilians. A State 
House source said Mutale, who is also Special Presidential 
Advisor on Political Affairs, left for Gulu, Aug 24, and was 
expected to meet the President. 


"The message came in from Gulu, Aug 24, that he should 
report to His Excellency about what the residents said of KAP’s 
activities," the State House official said. But the Press Secretary 
to the President, Onapito Ekomoloit, said he did not know 
whether the President had summoned Mutale. 


"I am not aware of that. But what | know is that his 
(President's position) is that police will investigate the matter," 
Ekomoloit said. 


The Monitor established that the President also instructed 
the Inspector General of Police, Maj. Gen. Katumba Wamala, 
to investigate the complaints and whether it was legal for KAP 
to collect money from the public to form a revolving fund. 
(Monitor, Kampala, Aug 25) 

b. 200 suspected criminals arrested in Fort 
Portal: Two hundred people have been arrested in 
the town in a two-day operation conducted by the 
UPDF, the police and other law enforcement 
officials. 


The police said the weekend operation was carried out to 
stop the rising crime rate. 


The District Police Commander, John Musaana Muneene, 
said those arrested included women and students. "We shall 
screen them and get the criminals. Others will be freed, 
especially the students," Muneene told The Monitor. 
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Most of the suspects were found in video halls and drinking 
places in Kisenyi and Kacwamba, both suburbs of Fort Portal 
town during working hours. 

The joint operation led by the Officer in Charge of the Mobile 
Police, Bernard Akankwasa, paralysed business in the town for 
several hours. Several vehicles and motorcycles without road 
licences were impounded. 

The suspects, who could not fit in the cells, were gathered 
at the police barracks. The Police Force chief, Katumba Wamala, 
has repeatedly urged Ugandans to report on suspected criminals. 
(Monitor, Kampala, Aug 25) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Nango, lawyers slam NGO’s Bill: President 
Robert Mugabe’s government totally ignored contri- 
butions from the Non-Governmental Organisations 
(NGOs) in the drafting of the NGO Bill that was 
gazetted, Aug 20, The Standard said. 

The Bill, which will repeal the Private Voluntary Organisations 
(PVO) Act to establish the NGO Act, bars organisations from 
receiving foreign funding or donations to carry out activities 
involving governance issues and also provides-for the estab- 


HSAMEM vs a naw State-controlled council_that will requlate the 


conduct of the organisatuuus. P 


The council, to be called the Non-Governmental Organisa- 
tions Council will consider and determine every application for 
registration, proposed cancellation of NGOs and amendments 
of certificates for registration. 


if the Bill becomes law, the NGO council "may at anytime 
cancel any certificate of registration on the grounds that the 
organisation has ceased to operate bona fide in furtherance of 
the objects for which it is registered.” 

Analysts said the council will follow in the footsteps of the 
Media and Information Commission which has ordered the 
closure of newspapers such as the The Daily News, The Daily 


News on Sunday and The Tribune in Zimbabwe. (Zimbabwe. 


Standard, Harare, Aug 22) 


b. $5.2 billion stolen; police keen to quiz 
bank director: Police are keen to interview the 
managing director of Intermarket Banking Corpo- 
ration, Ms Itai Tandi, in connection with $5.2 billion 
stolen from VIP depositors’ accounts in 2003. 

Several business people who had accounts with the financial 
concern—a subsidiary of the troubled Intermarket Holdings—-lost 
millions of dollars in deposits with the private banking division 
of the financial group. 


Police, who had been concentrating their investigations on 
the whereabouts of former (ntermarket Holdings chief executive 
Nicholas Vingirayi for the past two months, only discovered in 
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July that $5.2 billion was missing from Intermarket Banking 
Corporation. 


According to information provided by the police, the subsidi- 
ary was under the control of a "Vingirayi" and Ms Tandi (35), 
who were the only signatories of the firm. 


Police chief spokesperson Assistant Commissioner Wayne 
Bvudzijena, Aug 24, confirmed that a team had been tasked to 
track down Ms Tandi, who is believed to have left the country a 
few weeks ago. (Herald, Harare, Aug 25) 


c. Mugabe refuses extradition:President 
Robert Mugabe has rejected a request from Equa- 
torial Guinea for the extradition of 70 alleged 
mercenaries accused of plotting a coup in Guinea. 


Mugabe and Kembo Mohadi, his Home Affairs Minister, met 
two envoys sent by Teodoro Obiang Nguema, Equatorial 
Guinea’s President, the Government-controlled Herald newspa- 
per reported over the weekend. 


Mohadi told the paper: "They wanted the extradition of the 
suspected mercenaries to Equatorial Guinea, where we said 
it is not possible, since it will be against international laws." 


Lawyers in the Zimbabwean capital Harare said. Mugabe’s 
Government cannot turn the-ouspects—mostly members of 
South Africa's apartheid era military forces-—over to Equatorial 
Guinea because the extradition treaty between the countries was 
not signed when they were arrested in March. 


The news will come as relief to the families of the men who 
feared they would face execution if they were extradited. Mohadi 
said Obiang also requested evidence to use at the trial of 14 
other suspected mercenaries held in Equatorial Guinea. (Guard- 
jan, London/Hindu, New Madras, Aug 29) 


d. Mugabe accused of poll torture: President 
Robert Mugabe’s Government was accused, Aug 
9, of "widespread, systematic and planned cam- 
paign of organized violence and torture to suppress 
normal democratic activities." 


The British charity Redress, which helps torture survivors, 
gave documented proof of 8,871 human rights violations in 
2001-2003 to show that torture incidents were concentrated in 
election periods, especially the March 2002 presidential elec- 
tions. 


Its report quotes estimates that more than 200,000 Zimbab- 
weans have been tortured in recent years. “The most pressing 
conclusion is the association between serious violations of 
human rights and elections," it says. 


It said, "With the announcement that parliamentary elections 
will be held in March 2005, addressing the problem of organized 
torture in Zimbabwe becomes a matter of urgency.” (Guardian, 
London/Hindu, Madras, Aug 11) 
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ANGOLA 


a. Government approves memorandum on 
oil exploration with DRC: Angola’s Cabinet Coun- 
cil has upreld a Memorandum of Understanding for 
a common oil exploration on the deep waters of the 
Congo lower basin, signed in 2003, by the Govern- 
men of Angola and of the Democratic Republic of 

ongo. 


The offcial gazette issued on Sept 7 said the two parties 
have agreed to set up-a maritime. corridor for common oil 
exploration, from which the zones of common interest will be 
demarcated. 


According to the document, the corridor will be located at 
the maritime region comprising the South area of the block 14, 
the north cf the block 15 and the north of the block 31 of the 
Angolan oil concessions. The zones will comprise fields which 
will be identified from the corridor and demarcated under a 
common accord between the sides. 


Meanwrile, the source underlines that the corridor will not 
include the >il fields already discovered by companies operating 
on Angolar oil concessions unless they are abandoned or 
vacated. The parties have also agreed to start operations at the 
earliest, the interest of each side’in the corridor being of 50 per 
cent. (Angcla Press Agency, Luanda, Sept 7) 


BOTSWANA 


a. President under fire: President Festus 


Mogae has once again come under fire for allowing . 


Vice President lan Khama to fly army aircraft. 


Legal 2rofessionals and politicians alike have slammed 
Mogae for the action. In a statement on Aug 31, Mogae said he 
and Khama are entitled to official transport at all times, and that 
include government aircraft. 


"As the commander-in-chief of the armed forces, | have 
authorised His Honour the Vice President to continue to pilot 
government aircraft when the occasion warrants, and this he 
does," Mogae's statement said. 


Mogae added that Khama is a trained pilot and those who 
criticise him must rather congratulate him on this achievement. 


But a Lcbatse-based lawyer has dismissed Mogae's reason- 
ing as baseless. "This is nonsense. Off my head, I don’t think 
the President has executive powers to do so. 


Look, the Ombudsman, an institution established by law, has 
made a recommendation on that case. The President dees not 
even make reference to that. What message is he communicat- 
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ing? Does he recognise the Ombudsman's office?" asked the 
lawyer, 

A Francistown-based lawyer was even more scathing in his 
attack of Mogae. "The President's statement is most unfortunate. 
It renders the office of the Ombudsman nugatory. (Reporter, 
Gaborone, Sept 2) 


b. Newspaper pioneer wins press freedom 
award: Methaetsile Leepile was awarded the pres- 
tigious Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) 
Press Freedom Award for 2004 for his involvement 
in the establishment of the first vernacular Setswana 
newspaper in Botswana. 


His achievement was celebrated for its contribution to the 
promotion of indigenous language systems in the media in the 
sub region. 


At the same time, MISA paid tribute to Leepile’s illustrious 
career in media development in the region - a career which 
spans over more than 20 years. 


In March 2002 under Leepile’s guidance, the first ever 
vernacular Setswana broadsheet newspaper, Mokgosi, was 
born in Botswana. The weekly broadsheet has a circulation of 
10, 000 copies. 


According to Leepile he was led by the need to promote the 
Setswana language which, although recognised as a national 
language, is not adequately promoted in Botswana as most 
communication in the country is in the English language, 
including all government and media communications. Mokgosi 
also carries articles in other vernacular languages. 


Editorially Mokgosi newspaper also tackles social, political 
and economic issues from a developmental agenda, ensuring 
that a previously large sector of the Botswana population is 
able to access credible infarmation on issues that affect their 
livelihood. (Media Institute of Southern Africa, Windhoek, 
Sept 3) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Ouagadougou denies Involvement in Mau- 
ritania coup plot: The government of Burkina Faso 
has denied being behind a plot to topple Mauritanian 
President Maaouiya Ould Taya as authorities in 
Nouakchott continue to accuse it of conspiring with 
Libya to destabilise the region. ` 


Mauritania has said that two former army officers, who 
masterminded a failed coup in 2003, had planned to lead 
commando units from Burkina Faso and Libya earlier in August, 
in a second attempt at ousting Ould Taya, this time while he was 
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away in France on state business. "Our astonishment was 
absolute when we heard the accusations, that are without 
foundation,” Djibril Bassolet, the Burkinabe minister for security, 
told a press conference, Aug 27. 


"No Mauritanian army officer is being trained in Burkina, and 
there have certainly been no preparations for a coup d'etat from 
our soil," he added. Ould Taya has withstood several attempts 
by dissident army factions to unseat him, since he seized the 
Mauritanian reins of power in a coup two decades ago. 


In June 2003, fighting raged in the capital Nouakchott for two 
days after ex-army officers Saleh Ould Hanenna and Mohamed 
Cheikhna tried to unseat him. Forces loyal to Ould Taya 
eventually regained control. (UN Integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Quagadougou, Aug 30) 


BURUNDI 


a. UN probe points to foreign rebels behind 
Burundi massacre: Preliminary findings from a 
United Nations probe into the gruesome massacre 
of 160 Congolese Tutsi at a refugee camp in Burundi 
on August 13 show that fighters from Rwanda and 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) were 
responsible and not the Burundian rebels who 
claimed responsibility at the time, the President of 
the Security Council said. Sept 3. 


"All the indications continue to be in that direction," 
Ambassador Juan Antonio Barnuevo of Spain told reporters 
following a closed-door meeting that included an oral briefing on 
- the UN investigation of the deadly attack. Ambassador Barnuevo 
said it was "very concerning" to learn that several groups from 
the Great Lakes region seem to have been involved. 


Eyewitnesses blamed elements of the Congolese Mayi-Mayi 
and FDLR (Rwandan ex-Armed Forces/Interahamwe) for the 
massacre at Gatumba refugee camp near Burundi’s border with 
the DRC. Burundi’s rebel National Liberation Front (FNL) had 
claimed immediate responsibility for the killings, in which 160 
minority Congolese Tutsi, or Banyamulenge, refugees were 
murdered. Many of the corpses were mutilated, headless or 
burned beyond recognition, while mothers were clearly killed 
while trying to shield their children. 


While Barnuevo stressed that the Council only had the initial 
.findings, he said. its members were still deeply concerned that 
elements from several nations appeared to have been involved in 
the Gatumba massacre. (UN News Service, New York, Sept 3) 


Fighting displaces another 3,000: An estimated 3,000 
civilians were displaced, Aug 28, following fighting between 
rebels and government troops-in the northwestern province of 
Bujumbura Rural. 


The displaced sought refuge in the commune of Kabezi in 
an area under the control of UN peacekeepers. Kabezi already 
hosts some 30,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs) as a result 
of persistent insecurity due to fighting between the army and the 
Forces Nationales de Liberation (FNL) led by Agathon Rwasa. 
Burundian military spokesman Adolphe Manirakiza said four 
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soldiers were injured in the latest FNL attack, which targeted 
the marine brigade at Kabezi. 


Rwasa's faction of the FNL is the only rebel group that has 
concluded a peace treaty with Burundi's government. Military 
sources in Burundi said it seems to have opted for military action 
rather than negotiations with the government. 


The sources added that the FNL had recently increased 
attacks in Bujumbura Rural, its stronghold. Manirakiza alleged 
that the FNL was receiving support from a former Congolese 
militia, the Mayi-Mayi, and from a Rwandan militia, known as 
Interahamwe, which operates from eastern Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC). 


Burundi has blamed a coalition of FNL, Mayi-Mayi and 
Interahamwe fighters for an attack on August 13 on Congolese 
Tutsi refugees at the Gatumba transit camp in Bujumbura Rural. 
At least 160 refugees were killed during the attack and hundreds 
others injured. (UN Integrated Regional Information Network, 
Bujumbura, Aug 30) 


Effort to arrest rebel ‘terrorists’ in Europe: Burundian 
officials on a mission in Belgium are seeking the arrest of 
members of a hard-line faction of the Forces Nationales de 
Liberation (FNL), a Burundian rebel group, who are based in 
Europe. 


"We have asked Belgium to help us to identify the FNL 
members who are residing in Belgium," Terence Sinunguruza, 
Burundi's minister of. foreign ‘affairs,. told reporters,Aug 26, in 
Brussels, after a a with his Belgian counterpart, Karel De 
Gucht. 


The FNL faction, led by Agathon Rwasa, is the only rebel 
group that is still fighting in Burundi. East and central African 
leaders agreed at a summit on Burundi on August 18 in 
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, that it should be branded a terrorist 
group. Sinunguruza said his government had already issued 
arrest warrants for Rwasa and FNL spokesman Pasteur 
Habimana. 


The warrants followed an attack on the refugee camp at 
Gatumba on the Burundian border with the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo in which 160 people were massacred. 
The FNL claimed responsibility. However, Burundi officials said 
that the attack on Gatumba originated from the DRC, and that 
although FNL rebels led it, members of a Congolese militia, 
the Mayi-Mayi, and Rwandan Hutu militiamen based in the 
DRC, accompanied them. (UN Integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Brussels, Aug 27) 


[Background Info. Burundi, page 1442:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. President dismisses ministers, appoints 
new ones: Central African Republic (CAR) leader 
Francois Bozize dismissed his cabinet, Sept 1, 
naming a new team of ministers the following day. 


Most ministers were retained, including Prime Minister 
Celestin-LeRoy Gaombalet. Bozize retained the key defence 
portfolio, according to a statement that Gaombalet read,Sept 2, 
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on the state-owned Radio Centrafrique. Bozize trimmed the total 
number of ministers in his cabinet from 28 to 24. 


"The number of ministers has been reduced for budgetary 
reasons,” Gaombalet said. "It is a little technical readjustment 
which does not affect the geopolitical equilibrium." 


Gaombalet added that when Bozize made the reshuffled he 
took into account the concerns of the country's law advisory 
body, the National Transitional Council, and of labour unions. The 
reduction in the size of the cabinet was in line with the "spirit of 
consensus’ of all stakeholders in the transition, he said. 


New ministers include Marie-Solange Pagonendj-Ndakala, 
who is now minister for social affairs and national solidarity and 
Didier Wangue, ‘who is minister for commerce. Pagonendj- 
Ndakala was previously chairwoman of the Association of 
Disabled Women. 


Finance Minister Jean-Pierre Lebouder, who recently 
resigned from the government, is among the four ministers 
Bozize dropped from the new line-up. The others are 
Hyacinthe Wodobode, who had been minister of justice and 
human rights; Marcel Malonga, who had been minister for 
the interior and administration and Desire Pendemo, minister 
for civil aviation. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bangui, Sept 3) 


[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1442:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Annan hails release of detained UN 
peacekeeper: Welcoming the release of a United 
Nations peacekeeper detained by one of the 
factions in the eastern Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DRC), Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Sept 
7, called on all sides to bring the peace process in 
the area back on track. 


Private Rashid Zahidi, a member of the Moroccan contingent 
serving with the UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) 
was detained by elements belonging to the Union des Patriotes 
. Congolais (UPC) on September 2 in the Ituri region of the 
country. He was released, Sept 6. 


In a statement issued by his spokesman in a New York, Annan 
agreed with a communique, from the Transitional Government 
that such an act constituted a flagrant violation of undertakings 
signed by the leaders of armed groups in Ituri. 


He “calls on all concerned to recommit themselves to 
bring the Ifuri peace process back on track," the statement 
added. Annan expressed appreciation to the Transitional 
Government for its cooperation, and to his Special Repre- 
sentative for the DRC, William Lacy. Swing, and other 
MONUC officials for their efforts to obtain the soldier's 
release. (UN News Service, New York, Sept 7) 


Disarmament programme launched in Ituri: A pro- 


gramme involving the disarmament of some 15,000 ex-com-- 


batants in Ituri District, Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), 
and their reintegration into civilian life was officially launched, 
Sept 1, in Bunia, the main town in the area. 
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"This is a pilot project, the first national disarmament 
programme uniquely for (the] Congolese,” said Rachel Eklou, 
the spokeswoman for the UN peacekeeping mission, MONUC. 


_ The programme, which was approved by the government in 


January, will be carried out at five transit sites at Mahagi, 
Kpwandroma, Kasenyi, Iga Barriere/Nizi and Aveba. The camps 
are to open on September 13. 


Leaders of the various armed groups in the district located 
in the northeast of the DRC are being asked to provide lists of 
combatants who will then go to the transit sites for disarmament. 
The combatants are to spend several days on the sites. More 
than a quarter of the combatants in Ituri are children. 


All combatants may not accept the programme, said Ituri 
Commissioner Petronille Vaweka who launched the programme. 
"| was in six camps where combatants are already being 
cantoned," she said "Most accept disarmament but some are 
resisting because of the presence of strangers." (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Sept 2) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1443} 


b. Journalist beaten up: Journalist Mbuyi 
Tshibwabwa, who is also known as "Mbote ya 
Kabambi" ("The Big Hello"), has been in hospital 
since August 22 after being severely beaten up | 
at a military court in Goma, North Kivu province's 
main city. 

Tshibwabwa is a military journalist and host of the local 
television show -The Army and the People. The attack was 
ordered by the 8th Military District commander, General Obedi 
Rwibasira. 


According to 8th Military District official sources, 
Tshibwabwa has been accused of "military indiscipline” and 
“refusal to follow orders". The journalist was assigned by his 
superiors to accompany the District commander on a "sensiti- 
sation" mission to North Kivu's interior. Tshibwabwa refused the 
assignment because he had not been reimbursed for expenses 
from previous missions. 


Following his refusal, the journalist was arrested, August 16, 
and remanded in custody at the Goma military court where he 
was savagely beaten. He was released on August 18. On August 
22 he was admitted to a Goma military hospital. (international 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
Sept 3) 

[Background Information Congo (DR), page 1430:a] 


ERITREA 


a. Eritrea closes Asmara Keren-Barentu road 
again: United Nations officials said on Sept 2 that 
the Eritrean government has again closed the 
oe Barentu road to all UN peacekeeping 
vehicles 


The Asmara-Keren-Barentu road, which has been closed 
for over five’ months since. March 5, 2004 was reopened to 
UNMEE on the first week of August. However, George 
Somerwill, UNMEE deputy spokesman told journdlists at a 
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press conference held between Addis Ababa and Asmara that 
the Eritrean government had informed the Special Repre- 
sentative of the Secretary General (SRSG) that the road was 
closed again effective, Sept 1, 2004. 


"In a letter dated August 30, , Eritrea informed the SRSG 
that the government had decided to close the Asmara-Keren- 
Barentu road to all UNMEE vehicles, September 1, 2004," 
Somerwill said. ( Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Sept 3) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia, Japan sign aid agreement: A grant 
agreement amounting to’ 18.9 million birr was 
signed, Aug 25, between Ethiopia and Japan at a 
ceremony held at the Ministry of Finance and 
_ Economic Development (MoFED) 


According to the agreement, the grant will be used for the 
execution and design study in implementing the Truck Road 
Phase lil Project , Gohatsion-Dejen road including the construc- 
tion of alternative Abay bridge costing 15 million birr, and the 
balance for the provision of microfilm equipment for the National 
Archives and Library in Ethiopia in the Ministry of Youth, Sport 
and Culture. 


The Design: Survey is for the rehabilitation of about 42 km 
stretch of the Trunk road. from Goha Tsion to Dejen. The project 
also includes the construction of a new Blue Nile Bridge. 
Speaking at the signing ceremony, Kenjiro Izumi, the Ambassa- 
dor of Japan to Ethiopia, said the detailed design survey will 
begin in 2004 and will be concluded 2005 on the 50th anniversary 
of the restoration of diplomatic relations between Ethiopia and 
Japan. 


it was reported that the rehabllitation of Phase | and Phase If 
of the Addis Ababa-Gohatsion road was completed at a cost of 90 
million US dollars financed by the government of Japan. It is to be 
recalled that a 182.5 km stretch part of this trunk road was opened 
in April 2004. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, Aug 27) 


GAMBIA 


a. Arson attacks target independent media: A 
_ series of arson attacks against independent media 
in The Gambia has prompted three journalists to 
raise concerns over press freedom in the country. 


In the latest attack, a BBC correspondent’s house was set 
ablaze while he was sleeping. 


The Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA), Reporters 
Without Borders (Reporters Sans Frontieres, (RSF) and the 
Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) have urged Gambian 
authorities to conduct an investigation into.an attack on journalist 
Ebrima Sillah, whose house in Jamburu was set on fire on the 
morning of August 15 Sillah narrowly escaped. Equipment 
supplied by the BBC, including a new laptop computer, was 
destroyed. 


- The attack took place less than a month after the President 
` of The Gambia, Yaya Jammeh, gave a speech warning 
“opposition journalists" that they would "pay a high price" if they 
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misquoted him, according to MFWA. Jammeh's speech was part 
of celebrations marking the 10th year of his presidency. 


There have been other threats against independent media. 
On August 7, an anonymous letter was sent to Gambia Press 
Union president Demba Jawo, threatening to “teach one of your 
journalists a very good lesson" for reporting critically about 
President Jammeh’s policies, notes MFWA. (international 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
Aug 26) 


[Background Info. Gambia, page 1372:a] 


IVORY COAST 


a. UN team finds rebel-held areas lacking 
basic needs: Most of the inhabitants of the 
rebel-controlled parts of Ivory Coast lack basic 
health, sanitation, water and education services, a 
United Nations humanitarian team reported after 
visiting the areas. 


Led by Abdoulaye Mar Dieye, the UN Humanitarian Coordi- 
nator, the team said the northern and western areas are suffering 
because of the slow deployment of Government workers, UN 
spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters, Aug 26. 


Village pumps and other water facilities are badly maintained, 
leaving many people without access to clean water and at high 
risk of contracting water-borne diseases. 


The UN team was sent to assess the situation in the north 
and west of the divided West African country, which is controlled 
by the Government in the south and by opposition forces in the 
north. 


In 2003, the warring sides signed the Linas-Marcoussis 
Agreement, which ended bitter fighting and led to a 
government of national reconciliation. Elections are sched- 
uled for October 2005. 


Peacekeeping forces from the UN Operation in Ivory Coast 
(UNOCI), which has been operating since May 2003, separate 
the two areas. More than 5,800 military personnel are now on 
the ground, making the mission's deployment nearly complete. 
(UN News Service, New York, Aug 26). . 


Nurses run checkpoint gauntlet to get medicines for north: 
Battling your way past rebel and government soldiers to buy 
medical supplies does not fall under a nurse’s usual job 
description. 


But for Sister Rosalia, trying to treat the sick in the northern 


half of Ivory Coast, it is an unavoidable chore. 


The world’s top cocoa producer has been split in two since 
an uprising in September 2002 and aid workers and residents 
say the humanitarian situation is deteriorating in the rebel-held 
north of the country. . 


Sister Rosalia works in the town of Odiennem which has 
more. than 20,000 inhabitants, and can remember the four 
months of civil war until January 2003 when her health centre 
took in the war-wounded round the clock. 
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“During the crisis we were the only place that was open," 
the Italian nun, who is in her 50s, recalled. "People injured in 
fighting ali over the region came to us and we worked day and 
night.” 


Now some of those same soldiers man the checkpoints along 
the 600 krr: road from Odienne to Abidjan, demanding bribes or 
unofficial taxes from nurses making the journey to get medicines 
for the already cash-strapped clinic. "Today we have problems 
getting medicine. We ge to Abidjan but at the checkpoints we 
always have to pay. Even though we were there for those people 
and have stayed,” she said, the anger rising in her voice. 


Sister Rosalia has been in Ivory Coast for eight years and 
runs the clinic with another Italian nun. Their former colleagues 
-- a doctor and a midwife -- fled to the southern half of Ivory 
Coast in October 2003, fearing for their safety: (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Banjul, Aug 30) 


Background Info.lvory Cozst, page 1431:a] 


KENYA 


a. Terrorism Bill to be revived: The Terrorism 
Bill is to be published afresh following widespread 
protests that it disregarded human rights. 


Attorney General Amos Wako said the Bill was being 
amended to conform with proposals given by local human rights 
watchdogs. 


He sa.d he Rad met several groups, which had expressed 
concern that if enacted, the bill would take away basic human 
rights from suspects. Wako said the Bill had "lapsed" and it could 
now only be republished. 


The publication of the Bill in 2003 was met with widespread 
anger and condemnation especially by Muslim groups who said 
it targeted Islam. 


They said it gave palice too much powers over suspects and 
even gave away the country’s sovereignty. Opponents of the Bill 
said the Government was being pushed to give away Kenyans’ 
fights by the UK and the US, who saw themselves as prime 
targets by terrorists. 


These followed the 1998 bombing of the American embassy 
in Nairobi and the attack on Mombasa’s Kikambala hotel in 2003. 
(East African Standard, Nairobi, Sept 8) 


LESOTHO 


a. Court orders return of newspaper’s com- 
puter equipment: The High Court, Aug 18, ordered 
the sheriff to return all computer equipment belong- 
ing to the English tabloid Mirror. 


This follows the seizure of the newspaper's computer 
equipment after being served with a writ of execution in a civil 
defamation case filed by an individual named Nthakeng Pheello 
Selinyane. On April 1, the weekly Sesotho tabloid Mohahiaula, 
which is owned and published by Makaung Printers, was shut 
down after the newspeper was served with a writ of execution 
on behalf of Selinyane. On April 5, the Mirror suffered the same 
fate. The two newspapers had published information regarding 


theft and fraud at Lesctho’s premises in late June 2003. In June 
2003, Selinyane itegally entered the Lesotho offices, fraudu- 
lently obtained and drew up a cheque for 13,000 Maloti (approx. 
US$1,983) and cashed it. Nearly all Lesotho newspapers carried 
the story. Selinyane is currently out on 500 Maloti aiii 
US$75) bail. (Nation, Nairobi, Aug 19) 


LIBERIA 


a. Over 71,000 combatants disarmed: The 
head of the United Nations Mission in Liberia 
(UNMIL) Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilita- 
tion and Reintegration (DDRR) section, Clive Jac- 
nie, has said that some 71,000 combatants have 
disarmed so far. 


Jacnie made the disclosure, Sept 1, at the UNMIL’s regular 
press briefing held at the Congo Town headquarters of the 
multinational force. Besides giving the figure of the total number 
ex-fighters who turned in their weapons to the multinational 
peacekeeping force, he also disclosed that the disarmament 
exercise would close in October. 


However, Jacnie did not say whether the number is close to 
the total number of combatants, including the number of child 
soldiers, women and men. He did not also say as to which of 
the factions top the list of the combatants who have disarmed 
so far. Apart from the total of combatants, he however disclosed 
that 63,163 ex-combatants have graduated from the UN habitat 
programme. (Analyst, Monrovia, Sept 2) 


UN brings forward deadline for ending disarmament to Oct 
30: The head of the UN mission in Liberia said, Sept 1, that 
the war-scarred country's disarmament programme would offi- 
cially end on October 30 and any former fighters found with 
weapons after that would be prosecuted. 


"We obviously want to disarm everyone. We are now looking 
at the date of October 30 as the end of the programme," Jacques 
Klein, the UN Secretary General’s Special Representative in 
Liberia, told reporters. The former US air force general appeared 
to override recent announcement by the deputy commander of 
the UNs peacekeeping force, Joseph Owonibi, that the disarma- 
ment process would continue until the end of December. 


The earlier deadline is good news for the UN refugee agency 
UNHCR which is due to start repatriating 300,000 Liberian 
refugees from other West African countries on October 1. The 
15,000-strong UN peacekeeping force has already pledged to 
carry out a vigorous searches for weapons after the disarmament 
programme officially ends. But Klein added his own word of 


“warning.After October 30, the Liberian law will come into effect 


regarding illegal posession of weapons," he said. : -: 


But with the deadline for the end of disarmament now less 
than two months away, two cantonment sites in remote parts 
of the heavily-forested country, have still to open their doors. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Monrovia, 
Sept 1) 


[Background info. Liberia, page1445:a ] 
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b. Former top aide of Taylor surrenders 
weapons to .UN peacekeepers: Liberia's former 
President, Moses Z. Blah, who took over from exiled 
President Charles Taylor in August 2003, surren- 
dered his weapons to United Nations peacekeepers 
in the capital, Monrovia, Sept 6. 


The arms were turned over to Lt.-Gen. Daniel Opande, Force 
Commander of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), five days 
after senior UN envoy Jacques Paul Klein had announced that 
the disarmament programme would wrap up within two months. 
Blah, a long-serving Vice President under Taylor, was Liberia's 
President for just over two months, until the inauguration of the 
National Transitional Government headed by Charles Gyude 
Bryant on October 14 as part of a peace deal brokered among 
the country's three warring factions. 


Turning over his weapons as well as those of his bodyguards, 
Blah said after 14 years of war, Liberians could boast of no 
winners but only losers. "Since the United Nations is here to 
bring us the much needed peace through disarmament, it is no 
longer necessary to keep arms," he said. 


"| have emptied this house of weapons. All around me, we 
have disarmed...said the former President. "Our security now is 
in the hands of the United Nations and the Transitional 
Government." 


_ Receiving weapons from the former leader, Lt.-Gen. Opande 
-Urged all former fighters in the country to emulate Blah’s 
example and surrender their weapons to the UN. (UN News 
Service, New York, Sept 6) 


MALAWI 


a. Electoral Commission chief quits over 
flawed poll: Malawi Electoral Commission (MEC) 
chairman Justice Kalaile announced his resignation, 
Aug 30, three months after presiding over contro- 
versial parliamentary and presidential ballots. 


Kalaile’s departure has come as a relief to pro-democracy 
groups and opposition parties, who accused him of failing ‘to 
conduct free and fair elections. The opposition Malawi Congress 
Party and the coalition are disputing the presidential results in 
the High Court, alleging the elections were rigged by the ruling 
United Democratic’ Front (UDF) with the help of the MEC. Both 
the UDF and MEC have denied the charges. “His [Kalaile’s] 
departure is long overdue. However, this is an honourable thing 


for him to do," commented Chancellor College law lecturer, Edge - 


Kanyongolo. 


Kanyongolo said in a recent interview that he was in broad 
agreement with calls for Kalaile to quit, but cautioned: "My only 
warning to the nation is that people should not rush into 
overhauling the MEC because this will be bad for the democratic 
process." 


Rafiq Hajat, who heads the Institute for Political Interaction, 
an NGO think-tank, said Kalaile’s decision was a "welcome 
development". 
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"As chairman, Kalaile bears the burden of the mistakes that 
happened during the elections. This is what people were calling 
for," Hajat said. Kalaile, who was due to appear in September 
before a parliamentary committee looking into the conduct of the 
May 20 elections, denied allegations that he was pressured into 
resigning. (UN integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Lilongwe, Aug 31) . 


b. Tourism deal with Zambia: Zambia and 
Malawi have signed a historic agreement that will 
see the creation of a new trans-frontier conservation 
area (TFCA) covering a total of 33,000 square 
kilometres. 


The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed at 
Chilinda, on Malawi's remote Nyika Plateau by Tourism, 
Environment and Natural Resources Minister Patrick Kalifungwa 
and Malawian minister of information and Tourism, Ken Lipenga. 


According to a statement released in Lusaka, Sept 6, by 
Kalifungwa, the agreement was reached after a series of bilateral 
meetings facilitated by Peace Parks Foundation (PPF). 


Kalifungwa said the proposed TFCA would consolidate 
Zambia’s Nyika national park, Lundazi forestry reserve and 
Lukusuzi national park and Malawi's Nyika national park, Vwaza 
Marsh wildlife reserve and Kasungu national park. TFCAs are 
areas comprising two or more conservation areas that border 
each other across international boundaries. _ 


Some TFCAs already created in Southern Africa are the 
Great Limpompo trans-frontier park between Mozambique, 
South Africa and Zimbabwe, the Kgalagadi trans-frontier park 
between Botswana and South Africa, and the trans-frontier park 
between Namibia and South Africa. l 


The Zambia/Malawi TFCA covers a large diversity of habitats 
and eco-systems ranging through Afromontane forests and high 
altitude grasslands on the Nyika plateau to marsh and wetlands, 
Miombo brachystegia and acacia woodlands and classical 
African Bushveld. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, Sept 7) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Libya denies role in Mauritania coup plot: 
Libya, Aug 28, denied any involvement in a plot to 
destabilise Mauritania and called on the oil-rich 
desert Islamic republic to provide proof. 


"Libya completely denies the allegations directed against the 
country,” Foreign Liaison and International Cooperation Minister 
Mohammed Abdel-Rahman Shalgam told reporters. "Libya will 
not keep silent and each party should bear its own responsibility," 
he added. 


Two weeks ago, Mauritania said it had foiled an attempted 
coup and arrested about 30 soldiers it suspected of planning to 
topple President Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya. Sidi Ould Riha, 
chief of staff of Mauritania’s National Gendarmerie, said in a 
statement broadcast on state radio, that two commando units, 
based in Burkina Faso and Libya had planned the latest attack. 
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Shalgam said Libya would now call on the Arab Maghreb Union, 
the Arab League and the African Union to investigate the matter. 


“Mauritania should prepare and present its evidence for 
investigation," he said. Mauritanian officials have stopped short 
of accusing Tripoli of direct involvement. Relations between 
the two nations have worsened since Taya established formal 
relations with Israel and wooed the West. (East African 
Standard, Nairobi, Aug 29) 


MOROCCO > 


a. UN envoy to talk with all parties in Western 
Sahara dispute: The senior United Nations envoy 
for Western Sahara will conduct his first round of 
formal talks with Morocco and the Polisario about 
the disputed territory since his duties expanded 
three months ago. 


Alvaro de Soto, the Secretary-General’s Special Repre- 
sentative for Western Sahara, will hold consultations with 
Morocco’s King Mohammed VI and senior Government officials 
during a two-day visit to Rabat starting, Sept 6. De Soto will then 
meet the leadership of the Polisario (Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Saguia el-Hamra and Rio de Oro) on September 
12. 


UN spokesperson Marie Okabe told reporters, Sept 3, that 
de Soto is also in contact with the neighbouring countries of 
Algeria ard Mauritania about when he can hold talks with their 
government officials. 


in June de Soto's responsibilities grew after the resignation 
of James A. Baker Ill, the Secretary-General’s personal envoy 
for Western Sahara. 


The UN Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara, 
known as MINURSO, has been in place since April 1991, when 
it was installed after years of fighting between Morocco and 
Polisario “ollowing Spain’s withdrawal from the territory in 1976. 
(UN News Service, New York, Sept 3) 


[Background Info. Morocco, page 1422:a] 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Guebuza in presidential poll fray: The 
secretary-general of Mozambique’s ruling Frelimo 
Party, Armando Guebuza, Sept 6, became the first 
candidate in December's presidential elections to 
elt his nomination papers to the Constitutional 

ouncil. 


The Constitutional Council is the body that validates election 
results, and is the final court of appeal in electoral complaints. 
It also must verify the nomination papers of presidential 
candidates to check that they are eligible. Guebuza delivered ali 
his personal documentation-including copies of his birth certifi- 
cate and voters card, a certificate confirming that he has no 
criminal record, and a declaration accepting his nomination as 
the Frelimo candidate. In a couple of large boxes, Guebuza also 
delivered thousands of signatures from Frelimo members and 
supporiers backing his candidature. The legal requirement is 
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that any candidate for the presidency must submit 10,000 
supporting signatures. 


Guebuza said that Frelimo was presenting 50,700 signa- 
tures, from all 11 of the country’s provinces. "We could have 
brought many more", he told reporters. The chairperson of the 
Constitutional Council, Rui Baltazar, said that the council will 
now check the validity of the signatures. (Agencia de 
informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Sept 6) 


b. Opposition amendments dropped: The 
Mozambican parliament, the Assembly of the Re- 
public, passed the final reading of two Bills, on a 
new Civil Registry Code and on the organisation of 
the Assembly itself, by consensus, Sept 1, after the 
opposition Renamo Electoral Union coalition had 
dropped a couple of controversial anendments. 


The civil registry code expands the period in which parents 
can register their children free of charge from 30 days after birth 
to 90 days. But this was not sufficient for Renamo. It proposed 
an amendment whereby the 90 days would only be for people 
living in the cities - people living in rural areas would have a full 
year in which to register the birth of a child without payment. 


Deputies from the ruling Frelimo Party argued that this was 
far too long - particularly since the government has promised to 
send mobile brigades into remote areas to register births. 
Frelimo also considered that discriminating against people just 
because they live in towns is unconstitutional. in the final 
committee stage of the Bill, Aug 31, Renamo dropped its 
amendment, and Frelimo agreed to extend the period of free 
registration of births to 120 days. The plenary, Sept 1, passed 
this with no discussion. (Agencia de Informacao de Mozam- 
bique, Maputo, Sept 1) 


NIGERIA 


a. Airport authority chief sacked: Barely one 
year after his appointment, the Managing Director, 
Federal Airport Authority of Nigeria (FAAN), Alhaji 
Sani Baba was sacked, Sept 7. 


Baba, it was gathered, was relieved off his duties after the 
Aviation Minister, Mallam Isa Yuguda, summoned him to Abuja, 
Sept 7. His sack, according sources, was not unconnected with 
sharp disagreement with the minister. It was also gathered that 
the Minister had felt slighted that he was not informed prior to . 
the recent visit of a team from the International Civil Aviation 
Organization (ICAO) to FAAN. 


Baba who made a comeback to FAAN on, September 30, 
2003 after his predecessor, [brahim Maman, and all the other 
directors of FAAN were sent on suspension was first sacked 
during the late Gen. Sani Abacha's regime following his refusal 
to transfer some foreign exchange as directed by a top 
government official. Managing Director of Capital Insurance 
Alhaji Umar Gambo has already been named as Baba's 
replacement. Apart from one or two of the former directors of 
FAAN who have been on suspension since, 2003, the rest have 
been retired. (This Day, Lagos, Sept 8) 
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RWANDA 


a. Genocide suspects’ list swells to over 
500,000: The number of people suspected of 
participating in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda is 
expected to spiral from the present 100,000 to over 
500,000, a senior official with the courts set up to 
try genocide suspects told Hirondelle News Agency, 
Sept 1 

"Statistics drawn on the basis of information collected from 
the first phase of Gacaca court hearings indicates that we will 
end up with between 500,000 and 600,000 genocide suspects", 
the director of the legal department in National Service for 
Gacaca Jurisdictions(NSGJ), Augustin Nkusi said. 


Gacaca courts are semi-traditional courts set up three years 
ago to speed up the trials of genocide suspects. For over one 
year, only 700 out of some 10,000 courts have been operating 
in a pilot phase. The rest are expected to begin work later in 
September. All Gacaca hearings held until now were in a pre-trial 
phase identifying victims and suspects. 


Nkusi said that the estimates of genocide suspects made by 
the NSGJ were an extrapolation from the suspects’ lists drawn 
by the 700 courts. The figure of over 500,000 is about three times 
the estimate made by the government before the trials began. 
"This is a big challenge for Gacaca courts", admitted Nkusi. 


"We must not forget that there was mass participation 
in the 1994 genocide", he added. However, Nkusi main- 
tained that despite the latest indications of a much bigger 
number of suspects, Gacaca courts would still complete all 
genocide trials in a period of between five and eight years. 
(Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, Sept 2) 


[Background info. Rwanda, page 1423:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Soldiers combat ready after withdrawal of 
UN troops: Sierra Leone soldiers are preparing to 
take the security of the country in their hands as 
the United Nations Mission (UNAMSIL) is about to 
leave the country. 


Lt. Ken Jabbie of the Military Media Operations said, "Taking 
into cognizance ‘that training is the cornerstone for readiness, 
the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces has improved on its 
training facilities by constructing a firing range at Conakry-Dee, 
Kafu Bullom Chiefdom at Lungi" (across the river from the capital 
Freetown. 


He said the range, which was constructed with the help of 
UNAMSIL Bangladeshi Engineers and Ghanaian Battalion 9, will 
ease training constraints on the 15 Battalion: The range was 
Officially opened by Brigadier Sesay, who told the soldiers 
deployed at Lungi that the.range would help in the fulfillment of 
his Joint Force Training Cycle which is aimed at getting all 
soldiers to be physically fit and combat ready. 


Brigadier Sesay thanked the local authorities of Kafu Bullom 
. for providing the land for the construction of the range. He also 
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thanked the Bangladeshi engineers for even technical and 
material assistance. 


Paramount Chief of Kafu Bullom PC Bai Sebora Komkanda 
ll; the traditional ruler of the town, referred to the range as a 
"blessing" to his community. He assured the army and all security 
sectors that he would always be ready to compliment their efforts 


_in enhancing security. (Independent, Freetown, Sept 8) 


[Background Info. Sierra Leone, page1445:a ] 


SOMALIA 


a. Journalist detained: Police arrested the 
editor-in-chief of the independent Somali-ianguage 
daily Jamhuuriya and its weekly English-language 
edition, The Republican, in the self-declared repub- 
lic of Somaliland recently. 


Hassan Said Yusuf was still in police custody, Sept 3, and 
local journalists have not been allowed to visit him, according 
to local sources. 


Yusuf was arrested on August 31 at his office in Somaliland’s 
capital, Hargeisa, by police officers armed with a warrant, 
according to local press freedom organizations. His arrest 
stemmed from a news articie published in Jamhuuriya on August 
30 about the Somaliland government's stance on peace talks in 
Kenya between neighbouring Somalia's Transitional National 
Government and warring Somali factions. 


Somaliland has refused invitations to participate in the talks. 
The article. suggested that Somaliland’s main opposition party, 
Kulmiye, took a harder stance against participating in the peace 
talks than Somaliland’s government, according to local sources. 


It is unclear whether Yusuf has been formally charged. His 
arrest has been condemned by local press freedom organiza- 
tions, including the Somali Journalists Network (SOJON) and 
the Press Freedom Violation Monitors. Yusuf and other journal- 
ists working for Jamhuuriya have been targeted by Somaliland 
authorities before. In October 2003, police detained Yusuf for 
nine hours in Hargeisa, and accused him of publishing 
information that was "not good for the government." 


In February 2004, police arrested two reporters working for 
Jamhuuriya at the Somaliland Supreme Court while they were 
covering the trial of a prominent traditional elder accused of 
destabilizing Somaliland. The two journalists were held for four 
hours before being released without charge, according to local 
journalists’ organizations. (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, Sept 3) 


b. New President to be sworn in by Sept 22: 
A new President for Somalia is expected to be 
sworn in by Sept 22, following a unanimous decision 
by the new parliament sitting in Nairobi. 


The landmark resolution is part of a comprehensive road 
map laid out by the nascent Transitional Federal Parliament on 
its second day of business, Sept 3,.at the Bomas of Kenya. 
Before that the speaker and deputy speakers will be elected. 
They are expected to spearhead the process through the final 
stages of a return to peace in the war-torn Horn of Africa. 
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There was joy when suddenly one of the Somali parliament's 
most vocal critics, Hussein Mohamed Aideed, changed his mind 
and agreed to be sworn in as an MP. 


Aideed, who until Sept 2, maintained a hard-line stance 
towards the election of MPs citing irregularities, said one of the 
most contentious issues have since been dealt with - namely 
the intervention of the Arbitration Committee. 


"| have not changed my heart so to speak. | have been in 
the (peace) process over the past 22 months. | just wanted IGAD 
to correct contentious issues through the Arbitration Committee," 
he told journalists. 


Aideed, who is the chairman of the Somali Reconciliation 
and Reconstruction Council (SRRC) and the Somali National 
Alliance (SNA), said he objected to the flouting of the rules 
of procedure that saw about 60 MPs "irregularly" elected. 
(East African Standard, Nairobi, Sept 4) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Court to decide on Thatcher’s alleged coup 
plot: The scope of questions that the Equatorial 
Guinean investigating team could put to Mark 
Thatcher about the alleged coup plot in that country 
would be decided by a Soutn African court, 
government said, Sept 20. 


The justice department said the International Co-operation 
on Criminal Matters Act of 1996 required that once ministerial 
approval had been granted for a foreign government to obtain 
information from an SA-based witness, the request to pose 
questions be submitted to the magistrate in whose area the 
witness resided. 


The magistrate would then subpoena the witness to appear 
before a court to answer the questions. Equatorial Guinea has 
requested that its representatives interview Thatcher, but 
whether the interview is conducted directly by them in court would 
depend on the magistrate . 


A department spokesman said it would also be up to the 
magistrate to decide whether the team from Equatorial Guinea 
would be able to ask Thatcher follow-up questions. | 


Thatcher's legal representative, Ron Wheeldon, a Webber 
Wentzel Bowens partner, said, Sept 2, that he would meet a 
number of experts on the act over the weekend to establish what 
procedures were laid down. The department said that Justice 
Minister Brigitte Mabandia would make a decision within days 
on whether the Equatorial Guineans would beable to interview 
Thatcher. 


Chief government spokesman Joel Netshitenzhe said recently 
that the cabinet had decided to allow the Equatorial Guinea 
investigators to submit questions to Thatcher. Thatcher is due to 
appear in a Cape Town court on November 25 on charges that he 
helped finance the plot to overthrow Equatorial Guinea’s strong- 
man, President Teodoro Obiang Nguema. (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, Sept 3) 


[(Backgrcund Info. South Africa, page 1448:a ] 
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b. Poultry ban partly lifted: South Africa has 
partially lifted the ban on poultry exports from that 
country. 


However, only dealers and companies approved by the South 
African authorities would be allowed to export to importing 


countries. 


The southern neighbour, an industrial giant, has also ruled 
out the wholesale reopening of its borders for poultry exports. 
The ban was slapped in July for a period of 30 days and was 
to run till the end of August. The export restriction followed the 
discovery of bird flu among ostriches in the Eastern Cape, which 
led to the culling of over 30, 000 of the birds. 


Following the ban, Namibia fully shut its borders for any 
poultry imports from South Africa. Although a serology (surveil- 
lance) across South Africa concluded that the highly contagious 
bird flu, primarily found in chickens and turkeys, did not spread 
to other areas, there was no talk of lifting the ban from the South 
African Veterinary Services when they recently contacted their 
counterparts in Namibia. 


Instead, they came up with a new protocol on compartmen- 
talisation, a system where areas would be segmented into 
compartments to prevent the spread of the disease. "If there is 
a secure bio-security (strict control on people, feed, etc) in 
compartments, and serology is conducted more often, they can 
apply to the provincial directors, in order to export their products. 


"The provincial directors would then recommend those prem- 
ises to the national director of South Africa," said Chief Veterinary 
Officer in the Ministry of Agriculture, Water and Rural Development 
(Namibia), Dr Archie Norval. (New Era, Windhoek, Sept 8) 


SUDAN 


a. OCHA concerned about new displacement 
in North Darfur: The United Nations Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is 
worried about the humanitarian situation in North 
Darfur, after thousands of newly displaced persons, 
reporting fresh hostilities, arrived in a camp near El 
Fasher, an OCHA spokesperson said, Sept 8. 


"We are very concerned that there are new IDP [internally 
displaced persons] arrivals in Zam Zam camp,” Jennifer 
Abrahamson of OCHA Sudan, Said, Sept 8. 


“There have been unconfirmed reports of increased insecu- 
rity around Thabit, south of the camp," she added. Zam Zam 
camp is near El-Fasher, administrative capital of north Darfur 
Siate. 


The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) said 
in a situation report, Sept 8, that continuing clashes, in particular 
in rural areas of northern and southern Darfur, had given rise to 
further casualties and displacement of civilians. . 


It said the number of IDPs in Gereida, south of Nyala, was 
estimated to have increased from 12,000 to 32,000 since 
mid-August, while a recent influx of people in towns east of Nyala 
had reportedly led to serious food shortages. 
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Around 1,800 new arrivals had been reported at Zam Zam 
camp, the ICRC added. 


On September 8, the UN said in a humanitarian update that 
its refugee agency, UNHCR, and the Norwegian Refugee Council 
were following reports that a large number of new IDPs had also 
arrived in Kalma camp from Yassin area, southeast of Nyala. 


The UN.World Food Programme (WFP) said in a statement 
issued, Sept 7, that the continuing insecurity had reduced the 
number of people it could reach in Darfur. It said banditry had 
intensified in August. (UN integrated Regional information 
Networks, Nairobi, Sept 8) 


Rebels release abducted UN staff and ald workers in 
Darfur: Announcing the safe release of its three staff members 
and three other relief workers captured by rebels in the strife-torn 
Sudanese region of Darfur, the United Nations World Food 
Programme (WFP), Sept 1, condemned the targeting of 
humanitarian personnel by armed groups. 


The aid workers were freed after negotiations between a UN 
security team conducting a search for them and the rebel Sudan 
Liberation Army (SLA), which had abducted. the six workers in 
North Darfur; Aug 28. The three WFP staff and the three workers 
for the Sudanese Red Crescent - not five as previously reported 
- were then flown by helicopter to El Fasher, the capital of North 
Darfur. 


WFP Senior Deputy Executive Director Jean-Jacques 
Graisse said the agency was delighted that the six people were 
released unharmed. 


But he warned that “any continuation or escalation of 
incidents such as the one just resolved is likely to have 
far-reaching consequences for the relief operation." 


Radhia Achouri, a spokesperson for Jan Pronk, the Secre- 
tary-General’s Special Representative for Sudan, told reporters, 
Sept 1, that international humanitarian law demands that aid 
workers have safety and security and that they also have 
unimpeded access to those in need. 


Earlier, a separate Darfur rebel group, the Justice and 


Equality Movement (JEM), detained 22 Sudanese health: 


workers for several hours near Nyala, the capital of South 
Darfur. (UN News Service, New York, Sept 1) 


[Background Info, Sudan, page 1448:a] 


UGANDA 


' a. World Court signs Kony’s arrest order: The 
Ugandan government and the International Criminal 
Court have signed an agreement to investigate and 
arrest rebel LRA war crimes suspects. 


- Joseph Kony leads the rebel Lords Resistance Army. The 


Prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, announced, Sept 6, that his. 


office “has concluded cooperation agreements to facilitate 
investigations and to execute arrests in Uganda, where the 
crimes allegedly committed fall within -the jurisdiction of the 
Court.” 
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Presenting the key outcomes of the work of his office in 2003, 
“ne expressed great appreciation of the trust that Uganda had 


. Shown by making the referrals that would allow the Court to start 


its first cases with clear jurisdiction and clear cooperation,” a 
statement posted on the ICC official website said. 


He said that a team in “Uganda had begun taking critical 
investigative steps, interviewing persons and collecting other 
evidence, with the Government's full cooperation." 


The Director of International Cooperation Ambassador 
James Mugume confirmed the signing of the agreement between 
the government and the ICC but did not give details. 


"Yes, the agreement has been signed and it is in line with 
the Rome Statute which obliges ail member states to cooperate 
with the ICC," Mugume said, Sept 7. 


He said; "The Statute says that international law overrides 
national legislation, for example, the Amnesty law.” The Amnesty 
Act 2000 pardons all combatants in rebel activities since 1986. 
(Monitor, Kampala, Sept 8) 


b. Court upholds referendum: The Supreme 
Court, Sept 2, upheld the Constitutional Court ruling 
that the 2000 Referendum Act is null and void, but 
validated acts carried out under it. 


in a summary judgement read, Sept 2, by the Chief Justice, 
Benjamin Odoki agreed upon by the Court seven Justices, it 
was held that the referendum held on June 29, 2000 and the 
extension of the term of the Movement System are still valid. 


Odoki said, "in view of the urgency and importance of the 
issues involved in the appeal, we have found it appropriate to 
announce our decision in the appeal and reserve the detailed 
reasons for our decision, to be given later on notice." 


On the validity of the referendum, the Court held that it did 
not feature in Dr. Paul Ssemogerere’s and MP Zachary Olum’s 
petitions filed June 22, 2000, seven days before the-it was held 
on June 29, 2000. 


The Court said Article 69 gives Ugandans a right to adopt a 
political system of their own choice, and “as consequence of the 
(2000) referendum, the Movement political system was retained 
in place, and the affairs of State have been conducted on that 
basis for over four years. (Monitor, Kampala, Sept 3) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Rights group calls for constitutional court: 
The Human Rights Commission (HRC) has submit- 
ted that there should be a constitutional court 
equivalent to the High Court to deal with issues of 
human rights violation, election petitions, corruption 
and immigration protection. 


HRC chairman Mumba Malila submitted at a special sitting 


of the Constitution Review Commission (CRC), Sept 7, in | 


Lusaka that the court should ain deal with matters of the 
Constitution. 


This, he said, would assist in jegang the burden of the 
High Court and help in quicker disposal of cases. Malila said 
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subordinate courts concentrated on minor cases and were not 
in a positian to do what a specialised one could do. 


We need a‘Constitution that is talkative, not a shallow one, 
so that if you are a worker. your rights should be set out in the 
Constitution rather than going through the Industrial Relations 
Court," Malila said. 


He also explained that human rights were only guaranteed 
by the Bill of Rights and that any amendments required a national 
referendum be held. 


"Touching the Bill of Rights will require that we go through a 
national referendum. But if the resources are not available, we 
shouldn't rush into constitutional review especially if we are not 
going to touch the Bill of Rights,” Malila said. 


`The Constitution should recognise and include the freedom 
of the Press and the media. 


“The Bill of Rights should recognise freedom of the Press 
and other media of communications, including the right of access 
to public information, respect for professional independence of 
persons employed by the media and protection of the confiden- 
tiality of their sources of information,” he said. 


He said that the Bill of Rights should explicitly embody women 
and children’s rights in conformity with the various international 
instruments to which Zambia was a party. (Times of Zambia, 
Ndola, Sept 8) 


'b. Farmer escapes the noose: A 52-year-old 
Monze farmer, Sept 7, walked to freedom after the 
Supreme Court quashed the death sentence which 
was slapped on him by the Livingstone High Court 
for allegedly killing three of his relatives. 


_ The Supreme.Court sitting in Ndola freed Salad Killian Mwiika 
of Fig Tree Farm, Chisekesi in Monze district. Mwiika was 
charged with three counts of murder and was found guilty in all 
the three cases by the Livingstone High Court. 


In count one, it was alleged that Mwiika together with three 
others between January 11 and 14, 1997, jointly murdered his 
cousin Douglas Milambo aged 34-years. 


_In the second count, it was alleged that Mwiika with three 
others between the same period murdered his 10-year-old 
nephew Dalla Milambo. 


In the last count, Mwiika again in the company with three 
others allegedly murdered Precious Milambo, his niece aged 12 
years. 


- Douglas Milambo was the father of Dala and Precious. 
Delivering judgment, Chief Justice Enerst Sakala who was sitting 
with Justice Peter Chitengi and Justice Lombe Chibesakunda 
said it was not in dispute that the three were gruesomely 
murdered. 


Justice Sakala said the issue which was in dispute was as 


to who killed the three in a terrible circumstance. 


"We take into account that three people died in a terrible 
circumstance.. But we find it unsafe to say that the appellant 
killed the deceased,” he said. 
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He said there was no direct or circumstantial evidence 
leading Mwiika to the murder of the trio. (Times of Zambia, 
Ndola, Sept 8) 


' ZAMBABWE 
a. Introduction of NGO Bill hailed: The majority 
of players in the non-governmental organisations 
sector, Sept 7, welcomed the need to regulate 
operations of NGOs although they said the pro- 


posed law should be reviewed to help create a 
conducive atmosphere for their operations. 


The views of the NGO sector were made known, Sept 7, 
during a public hearing in Harare on the Non-Governmental 
Organisations Bill conducted by the Parliamentary Portfolio 
Committee on Public Service, Labour and Social Welfare. 


The proposed law will repeal the Private Voluntary Organi- 
sations Act and establish a new Act that will provide for an 
enabling environment for monitoring and regulating NGOs. 


it seeks, among other things, to bar local organisations from 
receiving any foreign funding or donation to carry out activities 
involving governance issues. 


Stakeholders were agreed that there was need for regulation 
since this was the practice the world over, but expressed concern 
over some of the clauses in the Bill, which needed to be 
improved. 


They were of the view that there should be equal repre- 
sentation in-the proposed 15-member NGO Council. According 
to the Bill, the council would be composed of five representatives 
from NGOs, nine ‘senior Government officials and the Registrar 
of NGOs who would be an ex-officio member. 


Among the duties of the council would be to register, conduct 
investigations into administration and activities of NGOs and 
following such investigations, hear representations from the 
organisations before taking appropriate disciplinary action. 


(Herald, Harare, Sept 8) 


b. Rights activists arrested: Two human rights 
activists were recently arrested at Porta Farm, while 
assessing the situation of squatters, who are being 
ae by the police in defiance of a High Court 
order. 


An official from the Amnesty International Zimbabwe, Obert 
Chinhamo, and another one from the Non-Violent Action For 
Social Change (NOVASC), Masanho Maruwacha, were arrested, 
Sept 2, for allegedly mobilising Porta Farm residents to resist a 
government directive to vacate the farm. 


The two had gone to the farm following reports that police 
and members of the notorious Chipangano group linked to the 
ruling Zanu PF were evicting Porta Farm residents, in complete 
defiance of a High Court order stopping the government from 
evicting the squatters. (Zimbabwe Standard, Harare, Sept 5) 
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ANALYSIS: 


Mbecki’ s call for an African Renaissance 


able to design policies and programmes for the future. 


FOr centuries Africa has been victim to numerous develop- 
ments that have placed Africans everywhere among the most 
"wretched of the earth". It began with the transportation of 
millions of Africans across both. the Indian and Atlantic Oceans 
as slaves, which decimated the cohesion and productive capacity 
of African societies and led to the formation of slave colonies in 
North and South America and the Caribbean. 


Writing about the "Genesis of the Industrial Capitalist" in Das 
Kapital, Karl Marx said: "The discovery of gold and silver in 
America, the extirpation, enslavement and entombment in mines 
of the aboriginal population, the beginning of the conquest and 
looting of the East Indies, the turning of Africa into a warren for 
the commercial hunting of black skins, singalled the rosy dawn 
of the era of capitalist production". 


There is an urgent need for Africa's historians, sociologists 
and others to analyse the long-term impact on Africa of these 
three historical phenomena——slavery, colonialism, and racism. 


There are some in our country and the rest of the world who 
demand that we treat these phenomena merely as a matter of 
historical record, with no relevance to our contemporary struggle 
for Africa’s rebirth. In part, this is motivated by the determination 
to compel the victims of gross injustice to forget the harm that 
was done to them and to induce a collective African amnesia 
such that the victims might blame themselves for their wretch- 
_ edness. 


We see this clearly in South Africa, where some insist that 
apartheid is a thing of the past and that all reference to the 
continuing impact of that past constitute an attempt to "play the 
race card”. And yet, for us, it is critically important that we 
understand the impact of that past in order to empower ourselves 
to deal effectively with the present, not out of any desire to blame 
those historically responsible for the most terrible crimes against 
humanity but to design the policies and programmes that must 
help us to achieve Africa’s renaissance. 


Understanding the reality: We have a responsibility to fully 
understand contemporary African reality as it has been shaped 
by slavery, colonalism, neo-colonialism, and racism, among 
which there is a continuity as clear as that between the past and 
the present. 


During the recent period of neo-colonalism, we have seen 
African systems of governance continue to treat the African 


Az need to understand the impact of apartheid, to be 
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peoples as masses who deserve to be alienated from the process 
of exterminating their future, with many of the new rulers 
operating as parasites on African society, much as the slave 
traders and the colonial masters had previously. 


We have seen African systems of governance succumb to 
a global economic order born of slavery and colonialism, which 
defined Africa as a source of raw materials produced by cheap 
African labour, making it inevitable that Africa would be subjected 
to a sustained process of escalating impoverishment and 
underdevelopment. 


We have seen how the new rulers accepted the racism that 
projected African sub-servience to a “superior Western world, 
taking pride in their absorption of the cultures and languages of 
their former colonizers, and in their alienation from their own 
cultures and languages, which they had learnt to despise as 
"uncivilized". 


And we have seen the entrenchment of the belief that the 
achievement of the goal of a better life for the African natives 
was dependent on the sustained goodwill of the Western world 
to favour these masses with the transfer of resources in the form 
of “aid” or “overseas development assistance". 


The complexity of the issues above led to the generalized 
economic and social crisis from which the peoples of Africa must 
now extricate themselves. What this requires is a veritable 
revolution to lead the way towards the eradication of poverty 
and underdevelopment in Africa, the restoration of the dignity of 
the African people, including those in the disapora, and victory 
in the struggle to end the global marginalisation of Africa and 
Africans. 


Unleashing power: Such a revolution would release the 
enormous energies latent in the people by drawing them into 
the process of making history. The genuine democratization of 
African politics and systems of governance, and the empower- 
ment of the masses to be their own liberators, is critical to the 
achievement of this objective. i 


Failure to realize these goals would nullify the historic 
possibility to make decisive advances towards Africa's renais- 
sance and would condemn all Africans to the perpetuation of 
their status as the "wretched of the earth”. (IPS) 


—Thabo Mbeki is President of South Africa. (Deccan 


Herald, Bangalore, Sept 3) Py ee 
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ANGOLA 


a. Angola Adopts African Declaration On 
Land-Mines: The Republic of Angola has adopted 
the ministerial Declaration of the African Union, 
which establishes the common position on anti-per- 
sonal land-mines, Foreign Minister, Joao Bernardo 
de Miranda, revealed on Sept 24 in New York, during 
a meeting with his AU counterparts, in the sidelines 
of the 59th Session of the UN General Assembly. 


This meeting was used for the presentation of the report of 
the second Conference of African Experts in Anti-personal 
Land-mines, held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from Sept 15 to 17. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Sept 24) 


Over 400 explosive devices destroyed in Kuando- 
Kubango: More than 400 explosive devices were destroyed by 
an italian NGO "“Interso’s", from October 2003 to May 2004, in 
Kuchi district, Angola’s south-eastern Kuando- Kubango prov- 
ince, during a research, control and demining process. 


The data were released by the demining and assistance 
co-ordinator to Victims of Land-mines in Angola, Joao Paulo, at 
the end cf a visit that he carried out in to Kuchi district, some 
93 kms from Menongue city. 


According to him, among those 400 detonated explosive 
devices were 20 anti-personal and one anti-tank landmine and 
various shells. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Sept 24) 


b. Lack of transport delays resettlement of 
refugees: About 1,600 people who came from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) cannot return 
to their homes in Angola's northern Uige Province, 
due to fhe lack of transport. 


The provincial director of the Social Welfare and Reintegra- 
tion Ministry (MINARS) Piedade Samuel Hebo, informed Angop, 
adding that those citizens are located at the Quituma sheltering 
centre. Hebo admitted that the situation will delay the whole 
resettlement process. 


According to him, the returnees, most of them from Bembe, 
Damba and Maquela do Zombo districts, were repatriated from 
the neighbouring DRC through Angolan northern Zaire province 
and they intend to return to their areas of origin in a short period 
of time. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Sept 23) 


UN Agency airlifts 100 Angolan refugees back home 
from Namibia: Some 100 Angolan refugees living in Namibia 
have been repatriated under a programme of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) to return people to 
their homes in Angola's interior regions, the first of its kind, the 
agency announced. 
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The operation carried out with the International Organization 
for Migration (IOM), returned 105 people to Huambo in the 
central Angolan highlands, a spokesperson for UNHCR said in 
Geneva. 


Some 27 flights are planned to carry more than 4,000 of the 
10,000 Angolans currently in Namibia, as poor roads, broken 
bridges and mines make it impossible to safely return the 
refugees to the central highlands by any other means. 


The UN agency has also been repatriating Angolans from 
Namibia in road convoys to the border provinces of Kuando 
Kubango and Cunene. (UN News Service, New York, Sept 24) - 


108 Refugees return from Namibia: Some 108 Angolan 
citizens (men, women and children) who lived for many years 
in Namibia as refugees arrived on Sept 23 in the central Huambo 
province, under the repatriation programme supported by 
UNHCR. 


The returnees, who are at a transit place, in the outskirts of 
the city, have received kits for installation and civil construction 
handed by the International Organisation for Migration (IOM), 
who supports the programme. 


Besides the returnees from Namibia, a group of 210 national 
citizens also arrived from Zambia. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, Sept 24) 


c. Prime Minister pays homage to Kuito’s 
martyrs: The Angolan Prime-Minister, Fernando da 
Piedade Dias dos Santos, has paid homage on Sept 
23 to the martyrs of the resistance in central Kuito 
city (Bie), who are being buried in the Monumento 
Cemetery, some 10 km north of the province capital. 


In the cemetery, the Prime-Minister laid a wreath on the 
memorial of General Alfredo Kussumua, who died in battlefield, 
in 1993, and he witnessed the beginning of the burial of at least 
50 bones exhumed from gardens and yards in the outskirts of 
Kuito. 


The exhumation process started on October 13, 2003 and 
is expected to end in October. About 5,365 bodies were buried 
there. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Sept 23) 


d. Women want law against gender violence: 
Angola’s ruling MPLA party’s women wing (OMA) 
has demanded a law against gender violence in the 
country, the organisation’s information and propa- 
ganda secretary, Alice Dombola, said, Sept 20. 

According to her, in order to pressurise concerned authorities 
in Angola, OMA has been holding talks with State organs. 

"We have already been with the MPLA leadership, with the 
prime minister, and with the National Assembly (parliament) 
leadership, with whom we discussed this issue," said Alice 
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Dombola. Concerned about rising violence in the country, the 
OMA official admitted the law would not totally stamp out 
violence, but would help lessen and prevent conflicts within 
families. 


"We everyday receive reports on husbands beating up their 


wives and vice-versa, murders among members of the same’ 


family, and a rise in violence in the streets," she said. 


She recalled that in the past, it was women who complained 
about violence from their husbands, but these days things have 
taken such a twist that men themselves have been lodging 
complaints against their female partners. (Angola Press 
Agency, Luanda, Sept 20) 


e. Foreign minister attends ministerial meet- 
ing: Angolan foreign minister, Joao Miranda, at- 
tended in New York the ministerial meeting of 
members of the International Follow-up Committee 
on the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 
transition. 


At the meeting, chaired by the secretary general of the UN 
peacekeeping operations department, Jean-Marie Guehenno, 
mainly aimed at debating about the recent developments in the 
process of transition in that African country, Joao Miranda voted 
for the declaration adopted at the end of the meeting. 


The declaration highlights the efforts made by the interna- 
tional partners to encourage the success so far reached and 
support the reforms. On the occasion, the head of the Angolan 
delegation cenied as untrue certain allegations about the 
involvement of Angolan troops in the DRC conflict. 


According to the minister, there have been exchange of 
military and police missions between both countries, in the light 
of existing bilateral agreements. He informed that the accords 
mentioned include the training of DRC Armed Forces and Police 
staffs. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Sept 23) 


f. World Bank to give US$57 million of Social 
Aid Fund:The US$ 57 million made available in 
January by the European Union for the implemen- 
tation of the third phase of the Social Aid Fund (FAS 
HD, will now be managed by the World Bank in the 
ambit of a development strategy of the Angolan 
Government. 


An administrative agreement that aims the transfer of the 
amount from the coffers of the European Union (EU) to the World 
Bank, who will manage the money in the execution of FAS Ii! 
projects was signed. The signing ceremony of the administrative 
accord was witnessed by the Angolan Vice-Minister of Planning, 
Carlos Alberto. (Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Sept 22) 


[Background Info. Angola, page 1441:a] 


BOTSWANA 


a. General Election on October 30: President 
Festus Mogae, Sept 18, made the long awaited 
announcement concerning the date for the 2004 
general elections. 
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Press secretary to the President, Jeff Ramsay declared that 
the election for all the 57 constituencies of the National Assembly 
would be held on October 30. 


The date of nomination for candidates for elections shall be 
October 4, Ramsay said. (Reporter, Gaborone, Sept 19) 


BURUNDI 


a. Massacre survivors fear returning to Bu- 
rundi: Deep scars on their bodies will for a long 
time remind them of the slaughter of their compa- 
triots at a refugee camp in Burundi. 


They are the survivors of the Aug. 13 massacre of 160 people 
at Gatumba refugee camp, about 20 kilometres from Bujumbura, 
the capital of Burundi. 


The attackers, rebels of Burundi’s National Liberation Forces 
(FNL), raided the camp and slaughtered some 160 Banya- 
mulenge, an ethnic group from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC) related to Tutsis. Tutsis make up around 14 per 
cent of both Burundi and Rwanda’s populations. 


The rebels, who have been at war with Burundi’s Tutsi-domi- 
nated army for a decade, kept away from a near-by camp for 
displaced Hutus. 


The survivors, now in stable condition in Nairobi are among 
the seven flown to the Kenyan capital, Sept 6, for specialised 
treatment. 


"We were woken from sleep by gun fires outside the camp 
at around 10:00 pm. After a short while, the attackers in army 
gear startéd slashing and torching our houses. | managed to 
crawl out without them seeing me. They were about 300, with 
pangas (machetes) and knives, yelling we are going to kill you’," 
said a survivor, who is recovering from an operation carried to 
remove a bullet lodged in his head. (Inter Press Service, 
Johannesburg, Sept 21) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Boost for anti-malaria efforts in remote 
province: Medecins Sans Frontieres (MSF) and the 
Central African Republic (CAR) have embarked on 
a two-year project to provide low cost malaria 
treatment in the remote eastern province of Haut 
Mbomou, boosting countrywide efforts to fight the 
killer disease. 


"Now we have [the] necessary means to fight malaria in Haut 
Mbomou,” Dr Daniel-Florent Dignito, the head of medical 
services in the province said, Sept 22. 


"The new low cost treatment of malaria in Haut Mbomou is 
aimed at assisting the deprived population." Blood to be 
transfused to patients in cases of complicated malaria is routinely 
screened for HIV/AIDS. "[Therefore] in fighting malaria, we are 
also fighting HIV/AIDS in a preventive way," Dignito said. 


He further stated the Haut Mbomou project began on 
September 16 following an agreement on August 3 between 
MSF and the Ministry of Health for the implementation of the 
project. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bangui, Sept 22) 
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ERITREA 


a. Release of jailed journalists urged: Three 
years after the government of Eritrea launched a 
crackdown on the country’s independent media, 17 
journalists remain jailed without charges. 


Amnesty International has called attention to the journalists’ 
plight and urged President Isaias Afewerki to release them. 


"As a party to the African Charter on Human and People's 
Rights, Eritrea is obliged to uphold the rights and freedoms 
protected by these agreements, including the right to freedom of 
expression," the organisation said. 


The letter was signed by the Committee to Protect Journalists 
(CPJ), Human Rights Watch, Media Institute of Southern Africa, 
West African Journalists Association, Freedom of Expression 
Institute, Journaliste en Danger, Media Institute, African Free 
Media Foundation, and Media Foundation for West Africa. 


The detained journalists, who have not been charged, are 
being held in undisclosed locations, even though Eritrean law 
stipulates that an individual cannot be detained without charges 
for more ihan 30 days, said CPJ. None of the detainees have 
appeared before a judge or been provided with legal counsel, 
and officials have refused to supply any information regarding 
the health, whereabouts or legal status of the detainees. 


Eritrea is the only country in Africa without any privately 
owned media outlets. It is also Africa's leading jailer of journalists, 
according to CPJ. Most of the imprisoned journalists were 
rounded up after the government ordered a clampdown on the 
press in September 2001. That came after senior politicians 
called for political reforms and independent media began writing 
editorials on human rights and democracy. (International 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
Sept 22) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia secures us$40 million credit from 
World Bank: The World Bank Board of Executive 
Directors approved an International Development 
Association (IDA) credit of US$40 million dollars to 
help expand the number of Ethiopian citizens who 
have access to a quality, well-managed post-sec- 
ondary education. 


"The project will address the desperate shortage of university 
educated people to staff critical teaching positions at the 
secondary and university levels following a major explosion in 
the number of students enrolled in Ethiopian schools since the 
mid-1990s," Gary L. Theisen, the World Bank Task Team Leader 
for the project said. 


Enrollments in post-secondary education in Ethiopia rose 
from around 18,000 in 1990/91 to 101,729 in 2002/03 in public 
institutions; from less than 3,000 students in technical and 
vocational education in 1995/96 to 54,000 in 2002/03; while 
aggregaie enroliments in Grades 1-12 rose at about 9 per cent 
a year between 1993 and 2002. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, 
Sept 24; 
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b. US allots $ 43 million to fight AIDS: The 
director of the US Centres for Disease Control 
(CDC), Dr Julie Gerberding said, Sept 20, that the 
United States had allocated 43 million dollars to 
Ethiopia in 2004 in support of the national effort to 
fight the HIV pandemic in the country. 


Speaking at a press conference at the Hilton Hotel, Dr 
Gerberding said that Ethiopia was one of the fifteen countries 
to benefit from U.S. President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief. 


The director highlighted the commitment of the U.S. 
government to assist Ethiopia in its effort to fight the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic in the country. 

During her working visit in Ethiopia, Gerberding signed a 
project agreement worth 1.6 million birr in support of HIV/AIDS 
voluntary counseling and testing services throughout Addis 
Ababa. 


According a press statement, a new mobile VCT service and 
four satellite VCT centres will be established at different parts . 
of Addis Ababa. 


Dr. Gerberding also donated laboratory equipment and 
supplies worth 6 million birr to the Ethiopian Health and Nutrition 
Research Institute (EHNRI). The donation includes a DNA 
analyzer, autoclaves, incubator, microscope, Elisa reader and 
computers. 


it is believed that the equipment will support the rollout of 
the national Anti-Retroviral drug treatment Programme which the 
Ministry of Health, HIV/AIDS prevention and Control Office, and 
Drug administration and control Authority have forged in 
partnership with US agencies. 


The Director also donated 21.5 million birr to the Ministry of 
Health and 2.8 million birr to the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to help them support the national blood transfusion 
service and establish eight new blood banks in the country. 
(Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, Sept 24) 


GUINEA 
a. Subpoena is irrational, says Thatcher:Sir 


Mark Thatcher has described the decision by local 


justice authorities to subpoena him for questioning 
about his role in a suspected Equatorial-Guinea 
coup plot as "irrational". 


Sir Mark said that Justice Minister Bridgette Mabandia and 
Director-General of Justice and Constitutional Development 
Vusumzi Pikoli merely rubber-stamped Equatorial-Guinea’s re- 
quest for South Africa’s assistance in questioning him - without 
“applying (their) minds". 

Following his legal team's consultation with Judge John 
Hlophe in chambers, Sept 21, Sir Mark was granted a two-month 
reprieve from a Wynberg magistrate’s court order that he answer 
questions written by Equatorial Guinea prosecutors. 


A hearing to determine whether he can be forced to answer 
the questions was postponed until October 26 and 27. 

Sir Mark's questioning session in the Wynberg magistrate’s 
court has been postponed to November 26, the day after he is 
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due to appear in court-to answer charges of violating South 
Africa's Regulation of Foreign Military Assistance Act. (Cape 
Argus, Cape Town, Sept 22) 


b. Third-largest oil producer: Guinea yields 
3,50,000 barrels of oil a day and has become 
Africa’s third-largest oil producer since offshore 
development began in the mid-1990s. — 


its government has accused Sir Mark, British and South 
African oil broker Eli Calit and other foreign financiers of funding 
’ the alleged coup attempt. 


In Malobom, a lawyer representing Equatorial Guinea said, 
"The President has indicated that applications for the extradition 
of any person involved could well be pursued. It is expected that 
‘all steps will be taken to bring to justice those responsible, 
however highly placed they may be." (Deccan Herald, Banga- 
lore, Aug 26) 


c. Nurses threaten to begin strike: Nurses in 
federal health institutions across the country may 
embark on indefinite industrial action, Sept 8, if 
managements do not accede to their demands. 


The demands of the nurses include stoppage of what they 
called percentage payment of their salaries and full payment of 
arrears of 22 per cent increase in their salaries. 


This was disclosed to Vanguard in Lagos by Joseph Obi, the 
National Secretary of the Forum of Federal Health Institutions 
Nurses and Midwives Organisation of Nigeria (FFHINMON) -an 
affiliate of the National Association of Nurses and Midwives 
(NANM). Í 


Obi condemned authorities for owing nurses working in the 
hospital 19 months arrears of salary increase. Obi further 
disclosed that the nurses forum took the decision at à meeting 
recently heid in Keffi, Nassarawa State. 


He accused the management of diverting the money 
approved for the payment of the nurses salaries for the payment 
of the emoluments of doctors. 


The nurses expressed concern over the incomplete release 
of salary allocations of federal health institutions by the Federal 
Ministry of Finance since May 2004, adding that this has 
compelled authorities of these institutions to delay salaries of 
nurses. (Vanguard, Lagos, Sept 6) 


IVORY COAST 


a. French peacekeepers arrested for stealing 
money from bank: Twelve soldiers serving in the 
French peacekeeping force .in.lvory Coast have 
been arrested and charged with stealing money 
from a bank they were supposed to be guarding in 
the rebel-held ‘city, west of the divided country, a 
French military spokesman said. 


Colonel Henry Aussavy said that the 12 men stole about 65 
million CFA francs (US$120,000) in banknotes from the branch 
of the local branch of the Central Bank of the States of West 
Africa (BCEAO) at the weekend. They had been flown back to 
France, Sept 20, to face court martial, he added. 
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The BCEAO is the Dakar-based central bank that issues the 
CFA franc currency used by eight countries in West Africa. 
Several of its branches in Ivory Coast have been raided by rebel 
forces over the past two years. 


In September 2003 four French peacekeepers were found 
to have helped them to 38 million CFA francs (US$70,000) in 
banknotes from the BCEAO branch in Bouake, the rebel capital 
in the aftermath of one such break-in. (UN integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Abidjan, Sept 21) 


LIBERIA 


a. Prosecutor calls Taylor a continuing threat 
to regional peace: Prosecutor David M. Crane has 
welcomed comments by UNMIL spokesman Jac- 
ques Paul Klein to the Security Council recently in 
which he reported that "Charles Taylor’s shadow 
still looms over Liberia." 


"We have specific information that Charles Taylor continues 
to interfere in Liberian affairs and we share Mr Klein's concerns." 
said Crane. "There can be no true peace in the region until 
Charles Taylor is brought to the Special Court for Sierra Leone 
for a fair and open trial," Crane added. 


Crane expressed optimism that Nigeria would eventually 
transfer Taylor for trial at the Special Court for Sierra Leone. 


"Nigeria has shown consistent interest in supporting the 
Liberian peace process, beginning with the Nigerian govern- 
ment’s leadership in removing Charles Taylor from Liberia in 
August 2003. 


As evidence mounts that Taylor is an obstacle to lasting 
peace in Liberia, | am optimistic that Nigeria will continue to 
support the Liberian peace process by transferring Charles 
Taylor to the Special Court for Sierra. (Special Court for Sierra 
Leone, Freetown, Sept 20) 


b. Deliberations to revise national population 
policy Act: The National Population Commission 
has begun the process of seeking ways to make 
the relevant amendment to the Act on national policy 
on population. 


The National Policy Population Act, according to relevant 
stakeholders and institutions, needs amendment giving the 
demographic, social and economic realities of postwar Liberia. 


The population policy which became an Act in 1988 
according to stakeholders, requires a revision in line with the 
macroeconomic framework being adopted for rehabilitation, post 
conflict reconstruction and poverty reduction in the country. 


Predicated upon the above, the revised edition was put 
forward, Sept 21, before the relevant stakeholder to set the 
stage for revising it. 

The one-day joint meeting to seek ways of revising the 
National Population Policy was convened at the Ministry of 
Planning and Economic Affairs on Randall Street in Monrovia. 


it brought together representatives from the Ministry of 
Planning, UNFPA, the organizing committee of the Liberia 
Parliamentarian Council Population Development (LPCPD), the 
National Transitional Legislative Assembly, among others. 
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Planning and Economic Affairs Minister Christian Herbert 
who chaired the meeting, briefly explained why it is important to 
revise the Act so as to conform to the reality of the day. (The 
Inquirer, Monrovia, Sept 21) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Voters’ roll goes hi-tech: The Electoral 
Commission of Namibia (ECN) has introduced an 
electronic voter roll to representatives of local 
political parties. 

The system will be implemented at close to 300 polling 
stations in urban constituencies across the country to speed up 
the voting process. 


The ECN hopes that the new system will minimise congestion 

at voter queues, thereby decreasing voter apathy. 
- Instead of finding names manually, the electronic system 
takes about 30 seconds to check whether a person has 


registered to take part in the election process and ensures that ` 


those registered only vote once. 


The registration number is typed in to produce details and 
the picture of the potential voter. (The Namibian, Windhoek, 
Sept 21) : 

b. Resettled farmers left in the lurch: Settling 
landless Namibians without the means and skills for 
them to become productive farmers is proving a 
major problem for Government's land reform pro- 
gramme. 


"Such a practice is as good as not reseftling them at all," 
said chairperson of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
Economics, Natural Resources and Public Administration Pon- 
hele ya France, when he tabled a report on resettlement in the 
National Assembly. 


Overcrowding on some farms has also led to overgrazing 
and has affected productivity. At least four farms visited by the 
committze were too densely populated and numbers continued 
to grow as farmworkers were retrenched or dismissed. 


"The challenge with the category of priority settlers is that 
they mcstly do not have the means at their disposal to embark 
on a productive farming career after being allocated a piece of 
land," the report said. (Namibian, Windhoek, Sept 21) 


RWANDA 


a. Rwanda ‘turning its back on French 
language’: Since the 1994 genocide, relations 
between France and Rwanda have been chilly due 
to France's links to the Hutu-dominated regime 
which incited the carnage. 


Up to now, France seems unwilling to come to terms with 
the fact that the former rebel movement, the Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF), led by exiled Tutsis mainly from neighbouring 
Uganda, is now in control in the tiny central African country. 


In July 1994, Rwanda, whose official language had been 
French since independence in 1962, decreed that all laws be 
published in both French and English and that daily transactions 
take place in either. 
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Although former President Juvenal Habyarimana was a 
faithful ally of Paris and a great supporter of the French-speaking 
world, the RPF leadership is leaning toward English and forging 
relations with countries that speak it. 


On July 30, the government formed a special commission to 
delve into France's role inthe genocide, during which 800,000 
Tutsis and politically moderate Hutus- were Slaughtered by 
pro-government Hutu militias called Interahamwe (or those who 
fight together in Kinyarwanda). 

Three days later, France’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs issued 
a statement which simply said it had "noted” the decision of the 
Rwandan government to create such a commission. But most 
Rwandans believe that their government's action could exacer- 
bate relations with France, to which they still feel attached 
because of a common language. 


The government of Rwanda has accused France of training 
and arming the Interhamwe and, between June and July 1994, 
of launching a humanitarian mission known as “Operation 
Turquoise", which instead protected the genocidal army as they 
retreated from advancing RPF troops. 


Commemorating the tenth anniversary of the genocide in 
April 2004, Rwanda’s strained relations with France were 
obvious. 


France sent its assistant minister of foreign affairs to 
participate, while Belgium dispatched its prime minister and ten 
other African countries their héads of state. France’s sending of 
such a low-ranking representative was perceived by Rwanda as 
a slap in the face. ' i 


President Paul Kagame's harsh speech did nothing to 
promote reconciliation. He called the French "criminals who 
refuse to acknowledge their role in the genocide. (Inter Press 
Service, Johannesburg, Sept 20) 


SENEGAL 
Foreign minister’s visit to New Delhi boosts 
India-Senegal ties: The visit of the Senegalese 
a Foreign Minister to India has helped 
consolidate the relations between the 
two countries and highlight issues re- 
lating to the African continent. 


India and Senegal have had close relations ever since the 
West African state gained independence from France in 1960. 
Hence the three-day visit of the Foreign Minister of Senegal, 
Cheikh Tidiane Gadio, to India in the second week of September, 
could not have been less welcome. While in New Delhi, the 
Minister held wide-ranging discussions with top Indian officials 
on important bilateral issues and matters relating to the African 
continent. 


Senegal is a key player in the Economic Community of West 
African States (ECOWAS) and has generally been a tranquil 
state in a volatile region. Four years ago, the country went 
through a peaceful transition of power when the Socialist Party, 
which had ruled the country since it gained independence, 
accepted the outcome of the presidential election held in 2000. 
since then, the country's President has been Abdoulaye Wade 
of the Senegalese Democratic Party, a veteran politician, who 
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had run for the presidency on several occasions in the past and 
had been incarcerated for his political activities. 


Since assuming the presidency, Wade has been very active 
on the diplomatic front, especially on issues relating to the African 
continent. Wade, along with leaders of countries such as Nigeria 
and South Africa, has been in the forefront of the New partnership 
for Africa’s Development (NEPAD), a bold initiative that aims to 
bring about economic recovery through African-led reforms and 
good governance. 


Wade has been a prominent figure in the African Union (AU), 
which was formed two years ago as a successor to the 
Organisation of African Unity:(OAU). He has been forthright in 
his views on the Darfur crisis in western Sudan (where a conflict 
broke out between rebel groups and pro-government militia 
2003), demanding that Sudan act quickly to defuse the problem. 
Senegal is for sending African peace-keepers to the region at 
the earliest. 


Senegal will soon be assuming the chairmanship of the 
Organisation of islamic Conference (OIC). The OIC has become 
an important international forum since its founding in the late 
1960s. India had tried to be a member at the outset itself but 
was kept out owing to a variety of/factors. Many diplomats are 
of the opinion that it was political ineptness that kept India out 
of the grouping. At the inaugural OIC meeting in Rabat, Morocco, 
in 1969, india first sent its Amiassador to the ements to apply 
for observer status. 


The official was not a Muslim, which gave , India-baiters an 
excuse to object to his presence. By the time the Indian 
government sent Fakhruddin Ali Ahmad, then a senior Minister 
in the Central government, to Rabat, those opposed to India’s 
admission had gained the upper hand. Observers of the 
_ diplomatic scene point out that even a country like Gabon, where 
only 10 per cent of the population is Muslim, is a member of the 
` OIC. Nigeria, another country, where the population: is divided 
almost evenly among Muslims and Chirstians, is also an OIC 
member. | 


Diplomats point out that India, which is home to the second 


largest Muslim population in the world, deserves to be member . 


of the. OIC. This sentiment was echoed by the Senegalese 
Foreign Minister. "The issue of India not being a member of the 
OIC should: be reconsidered, for its own strategic interests, 
especially at a time when Islam is under attack. We need help 
from ail our friends," he told Frontline. Fussia has already applied 
for observer status in the OIC. With a secular government in 
place in New Delhi now, their is a felling among well-wishers of 
India in the Islamic would that it too should consider applying 
for observer status. 


Gadio,, an articulate diplomat who has a doctorate from an 
American University, said that his country gave great importance 
to strengthening bilateral relations with India. In the Indian capital, 
he met with senior Cabinet Ministers, including External Affairs 


Minister K Natwar singh. Gadio said that the Senegalese 
President is an economist by training whose goal is to make 
Africa self-sufficient and end its dependence on internation! aid 
and loans. "He believes in building partnerships and wants Africa 
to play its rightful role in the global economy,” he said. 
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The Minister emphasized that India's experience in fighting 
poverty and overcoming some of the problems of underdevel- 
opment were very important examples for Senegal. The Minister 
said that the last two years had been extremely productive for 
India-Senegal relations. 


The indian industry and investments have started moving 
into Senegal. Tata Motors has set up a vehicle production plant 
in Senegal and will be sharing its expertise and know-how with 
its Senegalese counterparts. 


india and Senegal have initiated the “Team-9” project, 
involving seven other west and central African countries. Burkina 
Faso, Ghana, Mali, Guinea Bissau, Equatorial Guinea and Chad 
form the other seven members. The countries will be involved 
in multilateral projects, with India providing the funding up to the 
tune of half a billion dollars. “India is now fully into multilateralism 
and we in Senegal want to propose the holding of an annual 
Africa-India summit on the lines of the Franco-African summit," 


-said Gadio. (Frountline, Madras, Oct 8, 2004) 


SOMALIA 


a. Ethiopia denies undermining peace talks: 
Ethiopian Foreign Minister Seyoum Mesfin has 
denied that his government is undermining the 
Somali peace process, while threatening to arrest 
two Somali warlords. 


He told Al-Jazeera television network that allegations against 
Ethiopia concerning Somalia were, baseless.He said that there 
were many Somalis living in Ethiopia and that if his government 
tried to undermine the Somali peace process, things would also 
take a tum for the worse, and that this would have security. 
implications for his own country. 


According to the Mogadishu based Radio Shabeelle, the 
Ethiopian government had threatened to arrest Somali warlords 
Muhammad Said Hirsi Morgan and Barre Hirale, involved in 
fierce fighting near the port town of Kismayo, in southern 
Somalia. 


Ethiopia’s envoy to the Somali peace talks in Nairobi, 
Abdulaziz Ahmed Aden, speaking to Shabeelle radio, con- 
demned the two warlords - Gen Morgan and Col Hirale - and 
demanded that they immediately return to Nairobi to rejoin the 
peace talks.He added that it was necessary for Somalis to 
recognize those who are against the peace process. Ambassa- 
dor Aden said that Ethiopia had recognized that the two warlords 
are an obstacle to the peace process and threatened that they 
would be arrested if found on Ethiopian territory. The Ethiopian 
official warned the two men to stop fighting immediately. 


The tnter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD) 
asked these two warlords to come back soon. One of them is 
an MP and the other, Gen Morgan, was among the faction 
leaders attending the talks. — 


if they fail to rejoin the peace talks within days, they will face 
sanctions. Meanwhile, IGAD foreign ministers have expressed 
their support for the newly elected Speaker of parliament, asking 
all Somali MPs to cooperate with the new Speaker, Sharif 
Hassan Sheikh Adan. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, Sept 24) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mandela’s history now part of national 
archives: An old arrest warrant for South Africa's 
most famous political prisoner, Nelson Mandela, 
was handed to the country’s national archives, more 
en years after it was issued by apartheid 
Officials 


The document, written in blue ink and dated May 18, 1961, 
was issued by a Johannesburg magistrate while Mandela, known 
‘then as the "Black pimpernel" was on the run from white South 
Africa during the liberation struggle. It was handed to Arts and 
. Culture Minister Pallo Jordan on Sept 15 by the banking group 
Absa, who did not want to disclose how and where he got the 
document. 


"This is just one small piece of the history of our country 
which deserves to be preserved," Jordan said at a ceremony, 
held at Liliesleaf in Rivonia, north of Johannesburg, a former 
farm used by the then outlawed African National Congress (ANC) 
as a safe house. "This document testifies to what it cost us to 
be where we are today," he said. 


In his biography Long Walk to Freedom Mandela said he 
"moved in {at Liliesleaf) under the pretext that | was the houseboy 
or caretak2r who looked after the place until my master took 
possession." "I had taken the alias David Motsamayil, the name 
of one of my former clients,” he said. (Statesman, New Delhi, 
Sept 16) 


-b. Defections boost ANC’s control: The African 
National Congress has cemented its dominance of 
south African politics by recruiting local councillors 
from other parties under controversial legislation 
facilitating switches in allegiance. 


The ANC seized contro! of important municipalities recently 
when dozens of councillors defected from the New National party, 
the heir to the movement that built a partheid but has now 
collapsed. The ANC holds more than two thirds of the seats in 
the National Assembly, controls all 10 provincial Assemblies and 
has now tightened its grip on local government. (Guardian, 
London Sept 5) 


Bribes buy unsuspecting brides: The first 
Sylivia Tshigo knew of her marriage was the day her 
husband showed up at her door in 
March 2003, requesting a divorce. 


The 37-year-old Nigerian husband had in hand an official 
marriage certificate from South Africa’s department of home 
affairs. The certificate declared that she had married him in 2000, 
she said. He wanted to dissolve the marriage, he told her, 
because his mother in Nigeria was critically ill and he had to go 
home. 


At first, Ms Tshigo said, she was flabbergasted. Then she 
was furious at the man and at the South African ministry of home 
affairs, which handles immigration and passports, for marrying 
her off wifhout so much as a fare-theewell. 

“Home affairs is supposed to be people who can be trusted," 
Ms Tshigo, 31, said in a telephone interview. "I am so very 
disappoinied”. 
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Thousands of South African women would agree. In the past 
three years, the home affairs agency has ruefully admitted, 3,387 
bewildered brides have complained that their recorded "| do's" 
were really “I never did's". 


More than 2,000 marriages have been annulled so far. 
Another 1,000 or so cases are under review. 


The ministry itself is also under intense scrutiny. As 
investigators have discovered, marrying a South African women 
without her knowledge was as simple as paying a bribe, 
averaging about $750, to one of many willing home affairs 
officials. The certificates were valuable because a foreigner who 
marries a South African is automatically entitled to permanent 
residence and a work permit. 


As the most advanced nation in the region, South Africa is 
a magnet for immigrants seeking a new life and criminals seeking 
new identities. After Ms Tshigo’s ersatz marriage, for instance, 
her husband was hired as a doctor at a public hospital in Pretoria, 
enjoying the rights of a South African citizen. “That man," she 
said bitterly, "he has benefited a lot with my name”. It will not 
be so easy from now on. A new law adopted two weeks ago 
will require foreigners who marry South Africans to wait five 
years before they can apply for anything but temporary residence 
and work permits. 


Meanwhile, though, the number of irate brides is multiplying. 


In addition to the more than 3,000 cases suspected or proven 
so far, another 372 fake marriages have come ‘to light in August 
alone as a result of a public campaign by the ministry asking all 
South African single women to verify their marital status. 


"We know of people who have gone to the office to get 
married, and on the day of their marriage found out they were 


‘married to somebody else,” said Leslie Mashokwe, a spokesman 


for the home affairs department. 


"Or they have lost their ID, and the new one comes back 
with a different surname". "Can you imagine? You suddenly - 
discover you are no more Miss D, you are now Mrs Whatever". 


But then, home affairs director general has said that 
corruption was endemic to the department. The agency's new 
minister, Nosiviwe Mapisa-Nqakula, has vowed to root it out. 


One survey found that refugees and asylum seekers routinely 
bribe officials to process their applications. In May, a dozen 


_ Officials were arrested and charged with selling false birth 


certificates. 


That same month, South Africa’s police commissioner said 
British authorities had discovered “boxes and boxes of South 
African passports" at the London home of a terrorism suspect. 
But the marriage scheme beats all in terms of the sheer number 
of cases. 


"We have been arresting officials who have been involved 
in this scam left, right and centre”, Mashokwe said. Asked how 
many Officials were involved, he replied: "It could run into 
hundreds". One official was discovered to have single-handedly 
registered 500 false marriages. The husbands came from all 
over Nigeria, Egypt, Pakistan, China, India, Bangladesh and 
Brazil. (Asian Age, New Delhi, Sept 5) 
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SUDAN 


a. UN threatens Sudan with oil sanctions: A 
divided United Nations Security Council has threat- 
ened Sudan with oil sanctions if the violence in the 
Darfur region did not stop. 


The US drafted resolution was passed by 11 votes with four 
abstentions on Sept 11. 


The four members which stayed away were China, Russia, 
Pakistan and Algeria. The prospect of China casting a veto was 
very real, as Beijing had consistently made it known that it was 
against punitive measures on Sudan. 


"We always believe that sanctions are not a helpful means 
to achieve political objectives. It will only make matters worse" 
remarked the top diplomat of China at the world body, Wang 
Guangya. l 


The resolution says that the council would have to meet again 
to consider sanctions if Sudan does not act quickly to stop the 
violence in Darfur. (Hindu, New Delhi, Sept 20) 


UN appeal to Sudan: The UN envoy to Sudan urged the 
Government to accept an international monitoring force with 
more than 3,000 troops to help prevent escalating militia attacks 
in the violence-wracked Darfur region. Jan Pronk has said "the 
situation in Sudan is critical" and the Government "has to be 
blamed" for failing to stop militia attacks outside designated areas 
where thousands of Sudanese fleeing the violence have 
gathered. 


At a Security Council briefing, he elaborated on the 


Secretary-General, Kofi Annan’s call on Wednesday for an ex 


change parties without resigning and fighting Alliance, consented 
to the constitutional amendment after calculating that it would 
also benefit. Most of the 100 councillors who are expected to 
switch are leaving the NNP. (Guardian, London/Hindu, New 
Delhi, Sept 4) 

Sudan accepts UN resolution: Sudan promised to protect 
civilians in Darfur on Sept 13 responding to UN. Security Council 
resolution threatening the regime with’oil sanctions and ordering 
an inquiry into whether the atrocities in the region constitute 
genocide. 


The Government in Khartoum appeared to bow to the 
pressure to rein in its militias, but in a statement issued by 
its Washington embassy it called the resolution “unfair and 
unjust." Driven by the US, the resolution called for more 
African Union troops in Darfur to monitor Khartoum’s 
compliance, and said the Council would meet again to 
consider oil sanctions or other punitive measures if Khar- 
toum did not swiftly restrain the government forces and the 
Janjaweed militia, which are accused of killing 50,000 
people and expelling 1.2 million from their homes. (Guardian 
Newspapers Limited/Hindu, New Delhi, Sept 21) 


UN chief seeks 30,000 more troops for peacekeeping: As 
the United Nat! ns gets ready for the opening of the 59th session 
of the Generat Assembly, Secretary-General Kofi Annan asked 
the 191 member states to provide more than 30,000 troops for 
an anticipated surge in demand for peacekeeping operations in 
the world’s battle zones. 
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"The number and scope of U.N. peace operations are 
approaching what may become their highest levels ever, 
improving prospects for conflict resolution but also stretching 
thin the capacities of the system," Annan said in a report to the 
General Assembly, Sept 7. The demand has been prompted by 
three factors: the possible creation of a new 10,000-strong 
peacekeeping force for battle-scarred Sudan, and significant 
increases in troops for two existing peace missions in Haiti and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). 


If 30,000 troops are added to the 50,000 already deployed, 
the total number of U.N. troops later in 2004 would exceed the 
all-time high of 78,000 troops during the world body's peacekeep- 
ing peak in 1993. 


Since then, the number of peacekeeping troops declined to 
12,000 by mid-1999, and gradually rose to 37,500 by mid-2000 
and 51,500 by early 2004, according to figures released by the 
U.N.’s Department of Peacekeeping Operations. 


"The jump in the demand for U.N. peace operations is a 
welcome signal for new opportunities for the international 
community to help bring conflicts to a peaceful solution,” Annan 
said in his annual report to the General Assembly. 


However, he warned, those opportunities can only be truly 
seized “if the necessary commitments of political, financial and 
human resources are made, and if each peace process is seen 
through completion." (inter Press Service, Johannesburg, 
Sept 7) i 


Government, Darfur rebel groups agree on. protocol.on. 
humanitarian situation: The Sudanese Government and Dar- 
fur's two rebel groups have reached agreement on a draft 
protocol to alleviate the dire humanitarian situation in the war-torn 
region. 


The draft protocol was prepared by African Union (AU) 
mediators with the assistance of United Nations officials and 
others participating in the talks in Abuja, Nigeria, UN spokesman 
Stephane Dujarric told reporters, Sept 2, at UN Headquarters in 
New York. 


The Abuja peace talks between Khartoum and the two rebel 
groups, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) and the Justice and 
Equality Movement (JEM), will now focus on security issues, 


Dujarric said. The parties will then discuss political issues 
and social and economic matters. 


The AU has sponsored the Abuja talks in a bid to end the 
fighting and humanitarian suffering engulfing Darfur, a remote 
region in Sudan’s west, since early 2003. At least 1.2 million 
people are internally displaced and another 200,000 are refugees 
in neighbouring Chad because of the violence, particularly the 
often deadly and brutal attacks by militias against civilians. 


Meanwhile, the World Food Programme (WFP) said, Sept 
1, it has taken delivery of eight all-terrain trucks to help it 
distribute aid around Sudan, where many roads have become 
virtually impassable because of recent heavy rains. 


The airlift of the eight trucks to Sudan was paid for by the 
United States Agency for International Development. (UN News 
Service, New York, Sept 2) 
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In Sudan, both hunter and hunted invoke the Prophet: 
In the ravaced Darfur region, the killers pray toward Mecca. The 
million disp:aced people do as well. 


Maraud:ng men on horseback, the women raped by them, 
the rebels who incited the fighting and the politicians, soldiers 
and police officers who have failed to control it, nearly all the 
Muslims. 


There was the man from one of Darfar’s African tribes who 
went into a “ield near his refugee camp and prayed for his family's 
suffering to end, for his fear to dissipate. He stood, then knelt, 
then touched his forehead to a small mat, and the despair around 
him faded, he said, if only for a moment. 


But at some of the burned villages that scar Darfur’s 
landscape there are signs of disregard for religion, charred pages 
from Koran lay scattered in the rubble, mosques levelled. 


Pedro Amuzun, publisher of the Crocodile weekly who served 
on the commission that revised the press laws said: "We did not 
get all that we were looking for but the amendments are the best 
we can bargain for at the moment." 


New press code welcome by media: Peter 
Dogbe, =ditor-in-Chief of the NANA Fm Radio 
station, declared: “If wishes were horses, beggars 
ea ride. | am happy about the new revised press 
code." 


John Zotsi, who works for Reuters News Agency in Lom, 
also servec on the review commission. He was besides himself 
with joy. “I am. particularly happy that journalists will no longer 
be handcuffed like criminals for making mistakes. Another source 
of joy is that preventive detention of journalists is now a thing of 
the past," he said. (Ghanaian Chronicle, Accra, Aug 30) 


Up to 10,000 dying each month in Darfur, saya UN: Up 
to 10,000 people, many of them children, are dying each month 
from disease and violence in Darfur camps, despite the 

international aid effort in the vast and arid region, the World 
Health Organization said. 


A study of settlements in the west and the north of the conflict 
ridden region, carried out by the United Nations health agency, 
pointed to a monthly toll of 6,000-10,000 out of a displaced 
population of 1.2 million. 


"Thousands of these are children," said David Nabarro, who 
heads the ‘AHO's health crisis: action group. "What is disturbing 
is that we are already six months into this crisis,” he told a news 
conference. (Statesman, New Delhi, Sept 15) 


Senate Approves $300 m for Darfur in Aid bill: The US 
Senate has passed a foreign aid bill for the next fiscal year that 
includes $300 million for disaster and famine relief in the Darfur 
region of Sudan, including $150 million diverted from unspent 
money oricinally allocated for Iraq's reconstruction. 


The $19.5 billion spending bill for the fiscal year beginning 
October 1 (FY05) was approved by voice vote on September 
23. As part of the aid package, the Senate also approved by 
voice vote an amendment to make available $75 million for 
logistical support for African Union peacekeeping forces that 
might be deployed to Darfur, according.to news reports. 
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The Senate boosted the amount for Darfur aid from the $175 
million approved by its Appropriations Committee earlier in 
September. 


Of the $300 million for the region, $200 million could be 
made available immediately for Darfur refugees and the 
remainder upon the signing of a peace agreement. 

The bill also would give the administration authority to move 
another $360 million from the Iraq reconstruction fund to 
eliminate debt iraq owes to the United States. 


The House of Representatives in July approved $311 million 
for Sudan when it approved its $19.4 billion foreign operations 
spending bill. 

The Senate bill includes $2.4 billion for programs to combat 
HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis, surpassing by $200 million 
the administration's request. (US Department of State, Wash- 
ington, DC, Sept 24) 

Bleeding Sudan: As the Khartoum government 
grapples with the humanitarian crisis in Darfur, the 


News Analvsi United States and the UK up the 
ante in the battle against Sudan 
for political and economic reasons. 


Darfur, in western Sudan, has been plagued by armed 
clashes between various groups over land and water resources 
for decades. The Sudan government did not have either the time 
or the resources to deal with the simmering crisis; preoccupied 
as it was with the more serious conflict in the south of the country. 
The political vacuum in Darfur was exploited by rapacious groups 
like the “Janjaweed”. The unfolding humanitarian tragedy in 
Darfur was also sparked off by prolonged clashes between 
various warring groups in February last year. The fighting has 
escalated steadily since then. Entire villages, belonging mainly 
to the pastoralists, have been razed, farmland and lives stoke 
seized. The United Nations estimates that more than a million 
people in the region have been forced to flee to cities or seek 
refuge in neighbouring Chad. According to the UN aid agencies, 
around 49 per cent of the refugees are suffering from hunger. 
An other 67 per cent of the refugees do not have access to 
potable water. The majority of the refugees also lack proper 
sanitation facilities. 


The plight of the refugees has worsened with the onset of 
the rainy season in July. The supply of much-needed food and 
medicine has now become even more difficult. The World Health 
Organisation officials are predicting an outbreak of an epidemic 
such as cholera and warned that the situation "was getting out 
of control". 


In September 2003, the Sudanese government and the main 
rebel force in Darfur, the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA), had 
actually signed an agreement allowing “free and unhindered 
humanitarian access” within the region for the UN and other 
international agencies. However, a convoy of trucks carrying 
relief supplies was ambushed by the rebels a month later. Nine 
truck drivers were killed in the incident. The UN reported in 
January this year that 85 per cent of the relief supplies could 


-not be reached to 85 per cent of those displaced by the current 


upsurge in fighting because of "insecurity". The government of 
Sudan has pledged to cooperate with the UN agencies in tackling 
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the humanitarian aspect of the Darfur problem despite its 
reservations about the latest Security Council resolution. 


The government of Sudan had hoped that the sustained 
pressure that the West has put on it for the last several decades 
would ease after it signed the landmark peace agreement with 
the guerrillas from the south of the country in May. | 


Sudan has been under intense pressure from the west since 
1989, when President Omar Al Bashir came to power with the 
help of Islamists. But, in the late-1990s he managed to purge 
the government of the Islamists and started negotiations with 
John Garang, the leader of the main southern rebel force, the 
Sudanese Peoples Liberation Army (SPLA). In fact, Sudan 
became an ally of Washington in the “war against terror’. 
Important files regarding Al-Qaeda were handed over to 
Washington by the Sudanese authorities. Incidentally, Osama 
Bin Laden was given asylum by Sudan for a few years in the 
mid-1990s. The motley group of rebels in Darfur were not a 
source of greate concern to the authorities in Khartoum until 
recently. 


The rebels, however, got a fillip when the government was 
on the verge of giving significant concessions to the separatists 
in the south. Even before the ink could dry up on the peace 
agreen.ent with the southern rebels, Darfur suddenly came Under 
international spotlight. 


Speaking to Frontline, Sudan’s Ambassador to India Abdel 
Haleem Mohammad said that the problem in Darfur is basically 
a fight for "scarce resources" between nomadic tribes and the 
settled paternalist in an arid region, a fight made worse by a 
prolonged drought in the region. "Looting has become a way of 
survival for some people in Darfur. Besides there are a lot of 
arms floating around in the region," he said. 


Darfur shares a long border with the Republic of Chad, which 
has witnessed prolonged civil wars since the 1970s. Only since 
the mid-1990s has a semblance of normalcy returned to the 
country, which remains under French influence. France has big 
military base in Chad and is wary of Washington's game plan to 
internatioanlise the Darfur problem. 


Mohammad pointed out that the government in Khartoum 
has traditionally enjoyed good relations with the government in 
Chad. The President of Chad is from an ethnic group that is 
predominantly in the Darfur region of Sudan. According to the 
Ambassador, the accusations that the fight in Darfur is between 
Arabs and’non-Arabs are off the mark. He said: "All Darfurians 
are Blacks as well as Muslims." Abdel Mohammad blamed 
Washington and London for exacerbating the situation. According 
to him, the US administration tries to portray the events in Darfur 
as a conflict between "Blacks and Arabs" because of President 
George Bush’s eagerness to court African American voters in 
the presidential election. Abdel Mohammad is critical of the 
United Kingdom, which according to him, still regrets its inability 
to partition out Sudan before its independence. i 


Sudan has not denied the existence of a "humanitarian" 
problem in Darfur. According to Abedi Mohammad, the Sudanese 
government is trying best to help the people of Darfur, in spite 
of the difficult logistical and financial problems. He said that other 
parts of country have also been affected by the drought. United 
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Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, after his visit to the Darfur 
refugee camp in mid-July, had appealed to the international 
community for help. The UN agencies have jointly appealed for 
$349.5 million as aid for the region but the international 
community has been able to cough up only around 40 pr cent 
of the amount so far. 


According to the UN agencies, around 1.1 million people in 
Darfur have been displaced from their homes. Darfur, which is 
divided into three States, has a population of around six million,. 
It is the size of France and Belgium combined. It has some 80 
tribes and ethnic groups. According to Abdel Mohammad, during 
the period of prolonged drought many armed groups have 
proliferated in the region, known as the "janjawee”. "They (the 
Janjaweed) are not an Arab group but have representatives from 
all the tribes in Darfur," he said. 


Sudanese officials say that some Western non-governmental 
organizations are dissuading refugees from returning to their 
homes in areas where normalcy has been restored. According 
to them there is a deeper conspiracy behind the efforts to censure 
sudan. The Security Council had on July 30 adopted a 
US-drafted resolution demanding that Sudan disarm and prose- 
cute the armed militias such as the notorious Janjawee. China 
and Pakistan abstained, China had threatened to veto the 
resolution because the west wanted "sanctions" to be imposed 
on Sudan immediately. China and Pakistan also said that the 
Sudanese government is trying to reign in the militias, which 
have been accused of slaughter, rape and pillage. 


The July 30 resolution has-a reference only to a section of 
the UN charter, which allows punitive measures to be adopted 
against any nation that does not comply with a UN resolution. 
Russia, China and the developing countries represented in the 
Security Council had objected strongly to the original US 
sponsored draft, arguing that its passage would constitute a 
blatant interference in the internal affairs of a sovereign country’. 
Abde! Mohamad said that sanctions against his country would 
impact adversely on the relief efforts under way in Darfur. 


The Sudanese government expressed its "deep sorrow that 
the issue of Darfur has quickly entered the Security Council and 
has been hijacked from the regional arena." Khartoum had earlier 
agreed to mediation by the African Union (AU). President 
Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria, Chairman of the AU, is also 
against the internationalization of the issue. He was angry with 
the attitude of the Darfur rebels for having sent low-ranking 
representatives to the peace talks in Addis Ababa in early July. 
Obasanjo has since announced that his government would send 
around 300 troops to supervise the ceasefire and the distribution 
of relief to the refugees. Egyptian Foreign Minister Anmed Aboul 
Gheit has also said that one of the ways to end the conflict in 
Darfur “is to work through the African Union". The British 
government had in early July threatened to send its troops to 
Darfur. The Sudanese government has warned that any such 
move could lead to the fragmentation of Sudan and destabilize 
the nine countries with which it shares borders. 


The Darfur rebel leadership has been given refuge by the 
Eritrean government, known for its proxirnity to the US and Israel. 
Most of the African countries blame the Darfur rebels for the 
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breakdown of the talks. President Omar Al Bashir has accused 
“foreign powers" of conspiring to destabilize his country. He said 
that the mament peace returned in the south, the foreign powers 
started a war in the west of the country, “exploiting a crisis which 
has been fabricated in the first place." 


The Sudanese President did not deny that problems existed 
in Darfur. He, however, denied strongly that the Sudanese 
government backed the Janjaweed tribal militias that have been 
committing the atrocities in Darfur. Al Bashir pointed out that his 
governmert had made huge concessions to secure the peace 
in the south and that it did not make sense for the government 
to start another war in the west of the country. 


The violence in Darfur started in the early 1990s, when a 
rebel grouping aligned with the SPLA. The two armed move- 
ments active in Darfur are the Movement of Justice and Equality 
(JEM) and the Sudan Liberation Army (SLA). 

The SLA is the more active of the two groups and its identified 
with the Zaghawa tribe that straddles both sides of the 
Chud-Sudan border. The two groups, no doubt encouraged by 
the concessions extracted by the SPLA in the south from the 


central government, have asked for greater decentralization and - 


a share in the country's wealth. Neighbouring Chad has emerged 
as a big o producer in the past decade. Sudanese officials say 
that Darfur is “floating in oil", which is coveted by the big Western 
oil companies. 


Infact, many observers of the African scene are convinced 
that renewed Western efforts at destabilising the government in 
Khartoum has a lot to do with the Bush administration's desire 
to monopolise Africa’s natural resources. The incessant rebellion 
in iraq has cast doubts on the continued and uninterrupted flow 
of oil from west Asia. 


American oil firms have already got into Africa in a big way. 
They are even doing good business with some African govern- 
ments that have abysmal human rights records. Abdel Moham- 
mad said: "At the micro level the conflict is over scarce resources 
between nomads and farmers. At the macro level, the conflict is 
between the West and Sudan over energy resources." (Froun- 
tline, Madras, Aug 27, 2004) 


{Background Info. Sudan, page 1461:a] 
TOGO 


a. Journalists hail new press law: Many 
Togolese journalists, including editors of private 
newspapers, some of whom have been at the 
receiving end of the previous press code have 
spoken out favourably about the adoption of the 
new press laws by the Togo Parliament in Lom, Aug 


Lucien Messan, President of the Private Newspaper Editors 
Guild and Publisher of the Independent Lom, Le Combat weekly 
newspaper who had spent six months in jail for defamation, said, 
"This is what we have been fighting for in the past two years." 


He called for more training programme for journalists to make 
them more professional because in his words, “If we do not do 
that, we may come back to the mistakes o5 the past." (Ghanian 
Chronicle, Accra, Aug 39) 
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UGANDA 


a. LRA captures Lira residents: Several people 
have been taken captive in a latest raid by the LRA 
rebels at Angolocom parish, near Ogur and Aromo 
sub-counties. 


Tony Odongo, a resident, said the raid lasted from 8,00pm 
, Sept 6, to dawn om Sept 7. He said two people, including his 
brother, James Odongo, who escaped, returned home with 
wounds from the bayonet. He said most people who have been 
in IDP camps had returned to their homes, due to poor 
conditions. The raid took place only a few kilometres from 
Barlonyo, the scene of the infamous attack by the rebels that 
left over 300 people dead. When contacted on telephone, the 
army's 5th Division publicist, Lt. Gabriel Lomongian, said the 
rebels abducted 10 people and looted two cows. 


This is the latest raid by the rebels in which a large number 
of civilians have been taken captive. The move has been seen 
by many as an attempt by the rebels to strengthen their capacity 
that is weakening, following a massive desertion by mainly child 
soldiers and commanders. 


The LRA rebels, led by Joseph Kony, have been fighting 
against the government of President Yoweri Museveni for at least 
17 years. Hundreds of lives have been lost, while thousands of 
residents in the north and eastern Uganda have been forced . 
into camps. (Monitor, Kampala, Sept 8) 


REGIONAL 


a. SADC MPs for gender issues to get priority: 
Southern Africa Development Community (SADC) 
MP’s in Luanda on Sept 23’said that training and 
high qualification of women should be taken as a 
priority, in addition to their integration in all the 
region's national decision-making organs. 


This position was expressed alongside the SADC parliamen- 
tarians meeting devoted to examine the main policies and 
strategies on gender equilibrium in the sub-region's parliaments, 
reduction of poverty and strengthening of food security in the 
continent. 


Speaking to Angop, the MPs said there is need for more 
women in African parliaments, in line with a recommendation 
contained in the declaration on gender and development. 


According to: Mozambican MP, Carolina Chemane, the 
promotion of women in decision making organs should be 
continued, in compliance with the recommendation contained in 
the declaration on gender and development. "In Mozambique, 
the goal set is 35 percent until the declaration’s deadline," she 
said. 


A member of the Commission on economic activity and 
services, Carolina Chemane stated that Mozambican women 
participation in the commission is good, even better than in some 
SADC member countries. She highlighted the effort in the sector 
of agriculture, despite the problems of access to credits, working 
aid instruments, water‘and techniques, (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, Sept 23) 
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ATHENS: Athens 2004 Olympics passes baton to Beijing:—Athens 2004 Olympics concluded in a 


: colourful ceremony on Aug 29 capping 17 days of intense competition, handing over 
SU eee the torch to Beijing. 


The United States of America were the leaders of these Games where many a star was born and many vanquished. But China's 
was the success story in Athens. 

Africa has won a total of 35 Olympic medals in atheletics which include 9 gold, 13 silver and 13 broze. 

The countries are: Ethiopia, Morocco, Kenya, South Africa, Egypt, Zimbabwe, Cameroon, Nigeria and Eritrea. (See table below) 


_ Final Medals Tally 





USA 35 39 29 103 Poland 3 2 5 10 indonesia 1 1 2 4 
China 32 17 14 63 New Zealand 3 2 0 cacti : 2 - 
| Thailand a: em. ag E o O 2S 
Russia 2T 27 38 92 Belgium 4 0 2 3 4 
Belarus 2 6 7 15 
Australia 17 16 16 49 Bahamas 1 0 141 2 
; oe aa MUSUIA 2 6 w od Israel 1 0 4 2 
an j 
aE Ethiopia 2 3 2 7 Cameroon 1 0 0O 1 
Germany 14 16 18 48 Iran 2 2 2 6 D'can Republic 1 0 0 1 
France 1 9 13 33 Slovakia 2 2 2 6 ireland 1 0 O 1 
italy 10 4 1 32 Taiwan 2 2 4 5 clin i oe. E, 
North Korea 0 4 1 5 
South Korea 9 12 9 30 Georgia 2 2 0 4 Latvia 0 4 0 4 
Britain 9 9 12 30 gugana 2 2 2 Mexico 0 3 1 4 
Cuba 9 7 11 27 Jamaica 2 1 2 5 Portugal $) 2 4 3 
Uzbekistan 2 1 2 5 Finland 0 2 0 2 
raine 9 5 9 23 croceo E ee & Serb& Mont 0 2 0 2 
Hungary 8 6 3 17 Denmark 2 0 6 8 ee : : : 
stonia 
Romania 8 5 6 19 ti 2 
; Argentina ee op Hong Kong 0 1 0O 1 
Greece 6 6 4 16 Chile 2 0 1 3 india 0 0 4 g 
Norway i 5 0 1 6 Kazakhstan 1 4 3 8 Paraguay 0 1 0 1 
Netherlands 4 9 9 2 Kenya 1 4 2 7 Nigeria 0 0 2 2 
— ea a a Czech Republic 1 3 4 8 Venezuela 0 0 2 2 
razi i f 
South Africa 1 3 2 6. Colomga 0 00 1 d 
Swed 2 7 Eritrea 0 0 1 1 
ete 2 4 Croatia 1 2 2 5 Mongolia 0 0 4 i 
Spain 3 1 5 19 ; ; ongoli 
Lithuania 1 2 0 3 Syria 0 0 1 4 
Canada 3 6 3 412 -Egypt 1 14 3 8 Tdad & T'go o 0 1 1 
Turkey 3 3 4 10 Switzerland 1 1 3 § (Times of India, New Delhi, Aug 31) 
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D S Serbs 23—October 6, 2004 


C> > " BOTSWANA 


a. President Mogae faces three challengers: 
Only four parties will try their luck in the presidential 
race in the general elections on October 30. 


Chief Justice Julian Nganunu_ declared presidential candi- 
dates for four political parties validly nominated, after receiving 
and counzing the 1000 required nomination forms from each 
party at the High Court, Sept 25. 


The battle for the presidency will involve the incumbent 
Festus Mogae of the Botswana Democratic Party (BDP), 
Otsweletse Moupo of Botswana National Front (BNF), Dick 
Bayford >f New Democratic Front (NDF), and Otlaadisa 
Koosaletse of the Botswana Congress Party (BCP). 


The first parties to show up at the High Court, Sept 25, were 
the BDP, 3NF and BCP. Nganunu announced the results for the 
three parties shortly after lunch to loud cheers of excitement 
from supporters. Each of the three parties immediately left the 
court, and went outside to celebrate, while the NDF waited 
patiently. 


The NDF showed up after lunch, when counting for the other - 


three parties was almost done. Nganunu made an announcement 
that they would finish with the forms, which were received in the 
morning, and announce the results, while the NDF was still 
preparing its forms. The NDF supporters left the court in a march, 
singing and shouting the pany slogan. (Reporter, Gaborone, 
Sept 26) 


b. Group plans court action against Dutch 
Reformed Church: The dispute over the ordination 
of the first woman priest of the Dutch Reformed 
Church in Botswana is continuing to haunt the 
denomination, a report said, Sept 27. 


A tiny section of the Dutch Reformed Church in Mochudi - 
mosily women ~ who were against the historic ordination of 
Reverend Monnie Kgosiemang are still bent on spoiling the party. 
The eight members who opposed the ordination have now 
resorted to legal action. 


The attorney for the group, Lizo Ngcongco, confirmed that 
he is preparing the papers to sue the church over the ordination. 
However, Ngcongco could not divulge more details saying he 
needs permission from his clients before he could speak to the 
press. The legal action is aimed at challenging Kgosiemang's 
ordination as a priest. The bone of contention is the interpretation 
of certain. clauses of the church order (constitution). Some 
sections of the church choir say they are opposed to the 
ordination on the basis that the constitution barred the appoint- 
ment of woman priests. However, the church interprets the 
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constitution differently, insisting that there has never been any 
discriminating clause regarding the calling of women ministers. 


The "concemed group”, as the dissenting members preferred to 
call themselves insists that the church should have amended the 
constitution before ordaining Kgosiemang. (Reporter, Gaborone, 
Sept 27) 


BURUNDI 


a. UN mission extends condolence to family 
of murdered staffer: The United Nations 
peacekeeping mission in Burundi, Sept 27, offered 
its condolences to the family of a staff member who 
was shot, Sept 25, in Bujumbura. 


Abdoulaye Maiga, 33, a Senegalese national who worked 
as an official volunteer with the UN Operation in Burundi (known 
by its French acronym ONUD: was married and had two 
children. 


in a statement issued in Bujumbura, ONUB said it was 
investigating the details of Maiga’s death and urged the 
Burundian authorities to do everything they could to bring 
the perpetrators of the killing to justice. (UN News Service, 
New York, Sept 27) 


b. SANDF monitoring case of jailed member 
in Burundi: The South African National Defence 
Force (SANDF) said it would allow the law to take 
its course regarding the fate of a 32 year-old soldier 
arrested for murder in Burundi. 


The SANDF said investigations were under way and it would 
co-operate with Burundi authorities on the matter. Sergeant 
Philippus Jacobus Venter was arrested, Oct 1, in Bujumbura for 
allegedly murdering Therese Nkeshimana, a Burundi woman, in 
September. 


Sergeant Venter now faces the prospect of being tried in 
Burundi by the military court presided over by a senior military 
Judge. Commenting on the matter, Defence Minister Mosiuoa 
Lekota said he viewed the matter seriously. "Members of the 
SANDF deployed either in Burundi, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo or elsewhere in the continent are there to preserve lives 
and ensure peace and stability," said minister Lekota. 


If proven true, the allegations would impact negatively on 
the sterling work done by thousands of SANDF members in the 
region and in the country, said Lekota. 


Both the SANDF and Foreign Affairs Department said they 
would monitor the developments in the case to ensure it 
conformed to international norms and standards. Sergeant 
Venter is currently being held at a military base in Bujumbura. 
(BuaNews, Pretoria, Oct 5) 
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CAMEROON 


a. Supreme Court ruling on poll petitions: It 
is now clear that only the 16 candidates initially 
cleared by the Ministry of Territorial Administration 
and Decentralisation (MINATD) on September 20 
will run for the October 11 presidential election. 


The Supreme Court rejected all the petitions filed in by 26 
of the 30 presidential aspirants whose candidatures were 
annulled by MINATD in the declaration of September 20. Two 
other petitions concerned the annulment of the candidacy of Paul 
Biya in the election. Present at the public hearing presided over 
by the Supreme Court president, Alexis Dipanda Mouelle were 
the Minister of State in charge of Territorial Administration and 
Decentralisation, Marafa Hamidou Yaya, and the Minister of 
State in charge of Justice and Keeper of the Seals, Amadou Ali. 


The lengthy court session was characterised by the presen- 
tation of a report of the court's deliberations on each case and 
the plaintiffs and defendants (MINATD) were given time for 
arguments . All the 26 complainants were caught wanting in 
respect of the law governing presidential election in the country. 
Some of the candidates did not respect section 52 of the law 
which provides that any candidate wishing to stand for presiden- 
tial elections shall declare his candidature through a declaration 
bearing his authentic signature. The signatures of some of the 
candidates were not legalised as the law provides. Others did 
not respect certain provisions of section 54 of the law. 
(Cameroon Tribune, Yaoundi, Oct 4) 


b. Police to hand over fleeing Taliban mem- 
bers to police: The police said, Sept 29, that 
Cameroon would hand over five members of a 
radical Islamic group who fled across the border 
after a murderous attack on a police station and 
subsequent clashes to Nigeria. 


Ade Ajakaiye, police commissioner in Borno State, said 
discussions with Cameroon were under way to hand over the 
insurgents to Nigeria through Interpol, the international police 
organisation. 


"The Interpol is arranging for the extradition of the five Taliban 
members being held in Cameroon and we hope it will not take 
long to have them in our hands to face justice", Ajakaiye said. 


The self-styled Taliban are university undergraduates who 
claim to draw inspiration from those in Afghanistan. On 
September 20, they attacked two Borno State police stations, 
killing four policemen and a civilian, and carting away ammuni- 
tions before retreating into the Mandara mountains on the border 
with Cameroon. Five of them have been arrested in Cameroon 
after crossing the border. The security forces have so far killed 
28 members of the group during three days of fighting and 
recovered 50 assault rifles and hundreds of rounds of ammuni- 
tions, while another insurgent was arrested. 


"We could talk to Cameroon directly for the extradition but 
given the nature of the crime committed by the Taliban and the 
fact that it is a cross-border issue we feel it proper to go through 
the Interpol," Ajakaiye said. (Vanguard, Lagos, Sept 30) 
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CHAD 


a. Darfur forces President Deby onto political 
tightrope: It is not just the flood of refugees from 
Darfur that is causing problems in Chad. 


Tensions are also spilling across the border, reigniting old 
hostilities and landing President idriss Deby in a political 
minefield. 


“The general turmoil and instability at the border is ringing 
alarm bells here," one western diplomat in the Chadian capital 
N’djamena said. "At every meeting with government officials, 
you seem to be hearing increasing concern about the situation 
in the east." ` 


"There’s a worry that the dynamics of the same conflict in 
Darfur... between nomadic herders and farmers... will spread 
into the rest of the region: Chad, Niger, perhaps northern 
Cameroon," the diplomat said. 


Deby, a former warlord who seized power in the impoverished 
and landlocked country in 1990, has already taken one body 
blow since the Darfur conflict erupted in neighbouring Sudan 20 
months ago. 


In May, disgruntled soldiers staged a mutiny, which- the 
authorities said was a warm-up for assassinating the President. 
Heavy gunfire rattled around the creaking capital N’djamena and 
mobile phone networks were shut down for several days. 
Diplomats say the would-be-putchistes came from Deby's own 
Zagawa tribe and were venting their anger at the President's 
soft line towards Khartoum. 


They said the insurgents were angry at Deby’s lack of support 
for his Zagawa kinsmen being slaughtered across the border in 
Sudan by the pro-government Janjawid militia. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Ndjamena, Oct 5) 


Water shortage in refugee camp: Five kilometres of 
scorching sand and a shallow lake that will soon vanish are all 
that separate 19,000 Sudanese civilians in Chad's most northerly 
refugee camp from the troubled land they fled. 


Relief workers fear that the vicious conflict in Sudan's 
western Darfur region could all too easily spill across the border 
and engulf them. 


At the moment, rebel soldiers fighting for a better political 
and economic deal for Darfur, occupy the Sudanese side of the 
border. They are acting as a buffer zone between the refugees 
that escaped the campaign of rape, killing and looting and the 
pro-government Janjawid militias that waged it. 


But nobody knows how long the fragile ceasefire in Darfur 
will last or how long the rebels will be able to hold on to their 
current positions. And for many aid workers, the camp at Oure 
Cassoni is just too close to the border for comfort. 


“These areas around the border near Oure Cassoni are areas 
that are heavily used by the rebel group, the Sudan Liberation 
Army. it's a stronghold and so it could be viewed as a military 
target and... you cannot guarantee the safety of the refugees,“ 
explained Kingsley Amaning, the UN Resident Coordinator in 
Chad. 
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"As soon as the rainy season is over, the refugees will have 
to be relocated,” he said in an interview at his office in the capital 
N’djamena. "The roads become passable again ‘and armed 
groups can circulate more easily." (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Oure Cassoni, Sept 28) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Mandate of UN mission in Congo (DR) 
expanded: The Security Council, Oct 1, expanded 
the mandate of the United Nations Organization 
Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(MONUC) and authorized an increase in its troop 
strength. 


But it stopped short of raising levels to what Secretary-Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan said would be ‘needed in the war-torn central 
African country. 


Speaking after the Council unanimously adopted a resolution 
on the increase, the Secretary-General said the move would 
“contribute to improving the Mission’s operational capabilities 
which are severely under-resourced at the moment.” 


But he also warned that "the newly approved ceiling of 16,700 
falls well below the figure of 23,900 troops and 507 civilian police 
personne! that | had recommended" in the latest report on 
MONUC. The Secretary-General asked officials in the UN’s 
peacekeeping department to revise the mission’s concept of 
operations accordingly. 

Annan stressed that the military and police strength he 
recommended “is the minimum required to effectively meet the 
current challenges" in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DRC), and voiced hope that the Council would “favourably revisit 
the issue of MONUC's requirements in the future." (UN News 
Service, New York, Oct 1) 


Thousands begin receiving relief aid in North Kivu: 
Thousands of people recently displaced by fighting in the eastern 
province of North Kivu in the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
(DR) began receiving relief aid, Sept 29, the head of the UN 
Office fcr the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in 
the main town of Goma said. 


Essential non-food items such as blankets, jerry cans, plastic 
sheeting and soap, are being distributed to 21,000 displaced 
people, the OCHA official, Patrick Lavand'Homme, said. 


The items are being distributed by the NGO, World Vision. 
Distribution of food stuffs are to begin soon, Robert Dekker, the 
official in charge of the Goma sub-office of the UN World Food 
Programme, said. The Roman Catholic NGO Caritas is set to 
distributs maize, flour, salt and vegetable oil; the German 
government's development organisation, GTZ, is organising 
the storing of the food. 


OXFAM-UK is to provide potable water. OCHA reported, Sept 
28, that the displaced people at Ngungu, one of the four sites 
hosting 4,136 displaced families, are already receiving water. 

The other sites are at Murambi, Gasake, Luinzi and 
Ruzirantaka, located between 65 and 89 km southeast of Goma. 
Pit latrines are still urgently needed. "Some 30 have been built, 
but 150 are still needed to cope with the number of displa 
OCHA said. 
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OCHA said humanitarian organisations were encouraging 
the displaced families to form committees to build their own 
latrines out of material furnished by the UN Children’s Fund. (UN 
integrated Regional Information Networks, Goma, Sept 30) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1455:a] 


b. India, Pakistan to provide more troops: 
India and Pakistan are due to rapidly deploy some 
1,700 soldiers in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, following the resolution by the UN Security 
Council, Oct 1, to increase the strength of its 
peacekeeping mission there. 


UN News said since the Council’s unanimous adoption of 
the resolution, arrangements had been made for an emergency 
depioyment of two battalions of some 850 soldiers each, from 
these two countries. India will also provide four attack helicop- 
ters. 


Quoting MONUC spokeswoman Patricia Tomi, UN News said 
the additional troops would bolster MONUC’s operations to 
enable it to conduct a range of new tasks, such as protecting 
civilians and enforcing an arms embargo in the embattled eastern 
Congo. 


She was quoted as echoing the comments of UN Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan, who welcomed the Council's action but 
warned that the new authorised troop level of 16,700 fell “well 
below” his recommended 23,900 peacekeepers and 507 civilian 
police. Besides the Indians and Pakistanis, the remaining troop 
increases are still under discussion, UN News reported. It added 
that India and Pakistan were also expected to provide one 
brigade - around 2,500 troops - each. (UN ee Regional 
information Networks, Nairobi, Oct 6) 


EGYPT 


a. Rights body calls for the release of 
kidnapped nationals in Iraq: The Egyptian Organi- 
zation of Human Rights (EOHR) has called on the 
government to begin efforts with the Iraqi transi- 
tional government in order to secure the release of 
six Egyptians recently kidnapped by gunmen in the 
war-ravaged gulf country. 


The six Egyptians, who were working for Iraquna Mobile 
Services Company, a division of the Egyptian company ORAS- 
COM Telecom, were kidnapped, September 24, according to 
the Iraqi Interior Ministry. No group had yet claimed responsibility 
for the kidnapping, but there were unconfirmed reports that the 
kidnappers demanded a ransom in return for the hostages’ 
release. 


"We call for the immediate release of the six Egyptians as 
well as other hostages. These people have nothing whatsoever 
to do with the crisis currently afflicting Iraq; they were in the 
country working for the interests of the Iraqi people,” EOHR said 
in a statement, Sept 27. 


EOHR also called on their government to send a fact-finding 
mission to iraq and put harsh restrictions on Egyptians travelling 
to iraq in the interests of their personal safety. (Catholic 
information Service for Africa, Nairobi, Sept 28) 
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b. Egypt to get ‘science and technology city’: 
Egypt is creating a ‘science and technology city’ as 
part of its efforts to promote science and communi- 
cation and to increase public understanding and 
appreciation of the subject. 


The ‘city’, whose motto is ‘science for all’, is in fact a 146,000 
square metre complex being built in 6th of October City, close 
to the pyramids of Giza and 30 minutes from the centre of Cairo. 


Focusing both on basic sciences such as physics, chemistry 
and biology and on applied technologies including biotechnology 
and space technology, the centre will use interactive museum 
exhibits to engage and educate the public. 


According to Adel Abbas, a member of the project's scientific 
committee, the centre will not.only promote science in Egypt but 
will also engage organisations in the wider Arab world with the 
hope of establishing an Arab network for science awareness, 


Ali Hebash, the former president of Egypt's Academy of 
Scientific Research and Technology (ASRT) who is leading the 
project's scientific committee, said the centre will also produce 
and distribute science books, pamphlets, video tapes and 
television programmes, as well as CDs and computer pro- 
grammes about science. 


According to Hebash, the centre will hold exhibitions targeting 
the business community in the hope of fostering a close 
collaboration between the industry and résearch and develop- 
ment institutions. The centre will also seek to strengthen the 
science communication industry with conferences, symposia, 
workshops and training courses on science journalism and 
communication. (SciDev.Net, London, Sept 10) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Sweden steps up support to Ethiopia: The 
Swedish International Development Authority 
(SIDA), Sept 30, signed cooperation agreements 
with nine Non-Governmental Organizations on sup- 
port amounting to 145 million birr for the develop- 
ment of the NGO sector over a three-year period. 


The Swedish Country Strategy for Development Co-opera- 
tion with Ethiopia 2003-2007 has identified five areas for 
cooperation with NGO/CSO that are: democracy and human 
rights; women's rights and advocacy against FGM; child's rights; 
HIV/AIDS and environmental issues. 

This is the first time that Sweden is giving such large-scale 
strategic support to civil organizations in Ethiopia. The support 
is in line with the Ethiopian Sustainable Development and Poverty 
Reduction Programme. The total support by Sweden to Ethiopia 
in 2004 amounts to around 500 million birr. (Addis Tribune, 
Addis Ababa, Oct 1) 


GAMBIA 


a. Slok Air takes off: After a long and winding 
process Slok Air International (Gambia Ltd) finally 
commenced flight operations with scheduled flights 
from Banjul to Dakar, Abidjan, and Accra. 

The flights took off from Banjul, Oct 1, to begin what both 
Siok and national aviation authorities said would bring a fresh 
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new impetus to the airline business. Slok proudly displayed its 
fleet of 6B-737-200 aircraft series with 15 stage Hush Kit engine 
each, configured with passenger comfort. 


Slok aircraft are 106-seater airbuses (12 first class and 96 
‘slok’ class) a comfort zone higher than most available carriers 
in aircraft whose accommodating capacity range from 116 to 124 
seats. 


Brimming with confidence, Ms Ngoziabata Obiora Ladejobi, 
Slok’s head of corporate affairs and client services told The 
Independent just hours before the maiden flights that her 
company has found an operating phrase, which amply catches 
the capacity of the company to link countries and cities in west 
Africa which were hitherto unconnected in terms of air transport. 


"Connecting cities", she said means that Gambians and other 
visitors can now easily connect every west African capital 
promptly and with an unassailable benchmark for comfort, thanks 
to the advent of Siok Air. (independent, Banjul, Oct 4) 


Airport smugglers run out of luck: Several employees of 
The Gambia International Airline and one Civil Aviation Authority 
(GCAA) staff are set to face prosecution after terminal monitors 
at the Banjul International Airport showed them transporting two 
bags of illicit cannabis from the main check-up desk. 


Classified footages from the airport’s monitoring screens 
showed one GCAA staff and several GIA employees conniving 
to smuggle the white bags, which had been lying in a corner of 
the terminal building unclaimed for days. 


The two bags were intercepted from one Jobarteh, a security 
guard of the GCAA when he was allegedly trying to smuggle 
them past the security check-up room as the airport terminal 
witnessed new arrivals from a plane that had just touched down 
recently. Reports already confirmed by the GCAA management 
indicated that Jobarteh was able to hoodwink the staff on duty 
to avert his attention but ran out of fuck after the airport’s close 
circuit television cameras picked him. The Yundum Police whose 
men arrested the security guard along with other alleged 
accomplices all of whom were identified as airport staff. 
(independent, Banjul, Sept 27) 


GUINEA 


a. Twelve coup-plotters released on proba- 
tion: Twelve men held without trial for almost a year 
on suspicion of plotting to overthrow President 
Lansana Conte have been released on probation, 
legal and activist sources said, Oct 6. 


The two army officers and ten civilians were arrested in 
December 2003, a month after the detention of dozens of other 
military personnel in connection with a suspected coup plot 
against Conte, sources said. 


The government of the ailing 70-year-old Guinean leader, 
who came to power in a military putsch 20 years ago, has never 
publicly admitted arresting anybody in connection with the 
alleged plot. "They have been released to everybody's great 
surprise following heavy pressure from families," Christian 
Sow, a lawyer in touch with some of the former detainees, 
said in Conakry, Oct 6. 
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"t was really unexpected." The authorities’ decision to 
release tne suspects coincided with visits by delegations from 
the European Union and France. Michel de Bonnecorse, special 
envoy of President Jacques Chirac, was due to meet President 
Conte, Oct 6, newspapers in Conakry reported. (UN integrated 
Regional information Networks, Dakar, Oct 6) 

[Background info. Guinea, page 1467:a] 


IVORY COAST 


a. Concern over human rights abuses: The 
United Nations peacekeeping mission in Ivory 
Coast, Oct 5, said it was very concerned over 
allegations that human rights violations took place 
in September 2004, at a popular market in the 
couniry’s biggest city. 


On September 29 some 380 people at the Adjame market 
in Abidjan were detained by Ivorian security forces and released 
a few days later, according to the UN Operation in Ivory Coast 
(UNOCI). Some of those detained said they had to pay money 
for their release, while others reported that they were beaten. 
Three are said to be in a coma. UNOCI said it was in contact 
with national and local authorities and was meeting the victims. 
It is asking the authorities to investigate the matter and make 
public the results. (UN News Service, New York, Oct 5) 


CPJ concern over journalist's disappearance: The Com- 
mittee tc Protect Journalists is deeply concerned by reports that 
a correspondent for the private daily L'inter has gone missing 
from the rebel-held town of Bouake after receiving threats from 
rebels. 


Amadou Dagnogo was last seen on August 28 by a 
neighbour, according to L’Inter editor Charles d'Almeida. 


Before disappearing, Dagnogo told his editor he received 
threats from rebels loyal to Guillaume Soro, leader of the Forces 
Nouvelles (FN) that control Bouake. Dagnogo wrote articles 
about a split in the rebel movement and alleged atrocities by 
Scro’s men. 


Fighting broke out in June in the northern town of Korhogo 
between Soro’s forces and those loyal to rival rebel commander, 
Ibrahim Coulibaly. Some local sources said L’Inter was seen as 
sympathetic to Coulibaly, and frequently published stories from 
his Website. D'Almeida said Dagnogo was summoned to FN 
headquarters in early July, accused of writing falsehoods and 
told to start writing the "truth" if he valued his security. Dagnogo 
told his editor he had escaped an ambush later, when rebel 
elements tried to capture him. FN officials denied threatening 
the journalist. (Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, 
Oct 4) 


KENYA 


a. Prisoners beaten to death, say, cellmates: 
The five prisoners who died at a Meru jail were 
beaten to death by warders and their fellow inmates, 
it was claimed, Sept 28. 

They were first beaten up by warders when they refused to 
enter a 3ft by 6ft cell, which already contained 12 inmates, 
according to prisoners who spoke to human rights officials. 
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They were then crammed into the cell, where they were 
attacked by other inmates whio were fighting for breathing space, 
they said. And it was there that the five died of injuries, the 
officials were told. 


Another prisoner died on the way to hospital, raising the 
death toli to six. A postmortem examination of his body confirmed 
that he suffered head wounds from a blunt object. Although the 
prisoners’ accounts could not be confirmed independently, some 
convicts said the first five who died were attacked by warders 
who lashed out at them with their clubs. 


The sixth was among 23 other prisoners taken to Meru 
District Hospital with a range of illnesses including malaria and 
pneumonia. Another six inmates were also taken to hospital, 
Sept 28, suffering from similar illnesses. 


Members of the Kenya National Commission for Human 
Rights toured the jail, Sept 28, accompanied by officials of the 
Independent Medico-Legal Unit. (Nation, Nairobi, Sept 29) 


b. Editor injured in gun attack: A Taifa Leo 
(Nation Media Groups’ Kiswahili daily) editor was 
shot and seriously injured by gunmen, Sept 28. 


Njoroge Mungai was attacked inside his bedroom at his home 
in Kamuguga village, Kiambu, after he defied gangsters’ orders 
to open the door. 


The gangsters approached Mungai’s house from an open 
bedroom window. They drew the curtain and found him asleep. 
They then woke him up and demanded that he open the door 
for them, but he refused and an argument started. A gunman 
shot Mungai through another window. The bullet hit him in the 
chest and came out at the back. The editor's brother, Miring’u 
Mungai, told the Nation that Mungai’s daughter opened the door 
and let in the gunmen. They stole a television set and other 
household items. 


The four gunmen, who had terrorised other residents for 
more than two hours, fled on foot. Mungai was rushed to the 
nearby Kikuyu Hospital and admitted. He was transferred to the 
Nairobi Hospital, Sept 29, where he underwent an operation. 
His condition was said to be stable. Taifa Leo managing editor 
Wainanina Kiganya spoke to Mungai as he was being ushered 
into the theatre. (Nation, Nairobi, Sept 30) 


LESOTHO 


a. Lack of funds could sink anti-AIDS policy: 
Lesotho’s lack of a "sound revenue base" could 
render its well-drafted anti-AlIDS policy meaning- 
less, a report said. 


Responding to the epidemic without a meaningful national 
economy would be a “formidable challenge” for Lesotho’s 
policymakers, the Institute of Security Studies (ISS) said in it 
latest report. 


Research shows that the small mountain kingdom is in the 
grip of an HIV/AIDS emergency, with an estimated three out of 
every 10 people infected with the virus, including 60 per cent of 
the country’s workforce. 


"Foreign aid and the proper use of it will be critical resources 
in the country’s anti-AIDS campaign ... Lesotho will respond to 
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the challenges of its HIV/AIDS crisis if foreign aid pledges are 
fulfilled, and if the project is fully managed," the report concluded. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, 
Oct 5) 


LIBERIA 


a. Sierra Leone to release 500 Liberian 
mercenaries: A Sierra Leonean government official 
said his Government would shortly release close to 
500 Liberian mercenaries to the National Transi- 
tional Government of Liberia. 


A Sierra Leonean Government official said his Government 
would shortly release close to 500 Liberian mercenaries to the 
National Transitional Government of Liberia. Justin Bangura, 
Deputy Commissioner, National Commission for Social Action of 
Sierra Leone, said the 500 Liberian mercenaries would be 
released following negotiations between the two Governments. 
He said the Liberian mercenaries were captured during Sierra 
Leone's decade-old bloody civil war. Bangura could not say when 
the Liberian mercenaries would be released to the Transitional 
Government. 


He said the mercenaries are being held and treated well in 
camps far from the border with Liberia. Bangura spoke, Sept 27, 
at the signing of tripartite repatriation agreements among the 
Governments of Liberia, Guinea, ivory Coast and Sierra Leone 
in Monrovia. The UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) also signed an 
agreement with Liberian Government, Sept 27. (News, Monrovia, 
Sept 28) 


LIBYA 


a. Fate of hundreds of migrants unknown: 
UN officials have been denied permission to check 
the safety of about 850 migrants deported to Libya 
from Italy. 


The italian government is flying the migrants to Libya after 
hundreds landed on the tiny Italian island Lampedusa recently. 
"They are keeping us from complying with our mandate,” United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) spokeswoman 
in Italy Laura Boldrini said. Both the Libyan and Italian 
governments turned down the UNHCR request to assess 
“possible protection needs under the 1951 Refugee Convention." 


The italian government deported migrants so fast that it was 
impossible to determine case by case whether any were 
legitimate asylum seekers, said Boldrini. The UNHCR expressed 
"deep concern" over their fate in Libya. "We recognise the very 
strong pressures that these continuing arrivals are generating, 
but all those who request asylum should have access to fair 
procedure,” director of UNHCR Europe Raymond Hall said in a 
statement. About 500 migrants were being detained at a centre 
“meant for 200 people, Oct 5. About 100 others have been 
transferred to Crotone in Sicily where their cases will be 
considered, Boldrini said. 


Claudio Scaglia, head of La Misericordia, an organization 
that deals with refugees in Lampedusa declined to comment. 
(inter Press Service, Johannesburg, Oct §) 
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MALAGASY 


a. Poverty forces girls into prostitution: 
Growing numbers of teenage girls, some as young 
as 12, are resorting to prostitution in the desperate 
hope of finding a rich husband to rescue them from 
poverty, a UN official said, Oct 4. 


Child protection workers on the giant Indian Ocean island 
are keen to highlight the extent of a problem more commonly 
associated with Asian countries like Cambodia, Thailand and the 
Philippines. : 


The UN child protection agency UNICEF estimates that 30 
to 50 per cent of the country’s thousands of. sex workers are 
under the age of 18, a greater percentage than in Cambodia. 


"The problem is huge,” UNICEF’s child protection officer, 
Valerie Tanton, said in an interview. 


"It's a larger proportion than Cambodia ... The majority of 
them are 15 to 16, but there are some as young as 12." Aid 
workers say poverty has driven many into prostitution on the 
island off southeast Africa, where 75 per cent of the population 
of about 17 million live on fess than a dollar a day. 


Economists say rising inflation, averaging 17 per cent in the 
past year, has pushed even more people into hunger and 
destitution on the world’s fourth largest island, where most 
people eke out a living as subsistence ‘farmers. 


Tanton said most young prostitutes started out hoping to marry 
a wealthy man but ended up simply offering sex to men in exchange 
for financial support." (L'Express, Port Louis, Oct 5) 


b. Church against condoms in AIDS battle: 
Religious leaders threaten to hamper plans to 
distribute 15 million free condoms in 2005 as. an 
HIV/AIDS prevention method. 


Armand Razafimahefa, former head of the island’s protestant 
church, said: "| am firmly opposed to the use of condom as a 
means of fighting AIDS, because it promotes promiscuity." 


Razafimahefa suggested that the money used on condom 
promotion be used for HIV vaccine research instead. With 
research showing a rising prevalence rate of 0.16 per cent in 
2000 to just over one per cent currently, AIDS experts are 
concerned that Malagasy has entered a phase where AIDS will 
become generalised. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Network, Johannesburg, Oct 4) 


MALAWI 


a. First computerised weather stations 
planned for Malawi: Malawi's rundown meteoro- 
logical infrastructure will be given a major techno- 
logical boost over the next three years, according 


-to a plan launched recently by Donald Kamudonyo, 


director of the country’s Department of Meteorology 
(DoM). 

The DoM's ‘information and communication technology 
strategic plan’ outlines a range of upgrades intended to improve 
weather forecasting, principally to aid agricultural planning and 
disaster management. For the first time, Malawi's weather 
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stations will be completely automated and updated with modern 
computersed equipment to improve recording and monitoring of 
weather cata. 


Under the plan, the DoM will also use geographical 
information systems (GIS) technology to map disaster prone 
areas and analyse meteorological and agricultural information 
so that early warnings. of extreme weather conditions can be 
given. 


Agriculture is the mainstay of Malawi's economy and extreme 
weather conditions can have a devastating impact on crop yields 
and rural livelihood. According to the National Statistical Office, 
production of the country's staple food, maize, fell by 13 per cent 
between the 2003 and 2004 harvests because of inadequate 
rainfall. 


Soutrern Malawi was especially hard hit by rainfall deficits, 
which resulted in a shorter growing season and crops being 
harvested before they had time to mature. (SciDev.Net, London, 
Sept 21) 


MOROCCO 


a. ESF condemns court order seizing jour- 
nals’ earning: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
has condemned a court order seizing the earnings 
of the weekly Le Journal Hebdomadaire, saying it 
was cearly designed to put one of Morocco’s 
leading independent weeklies out of business. 


On September 18, the newspaper was told that its earnings 
and those of Assahifa, an Arabic-language weekly belonging to 
the same group, were to be seized as a result of a libel action 
brought by Foreign Affairs Minister Mohammed Benaossa in 
2001. 


Benaossa obtained a summary judgment ordering payment 
of 700,020 dirhams in damages, although the case is still ems 
before the Supreme Court. 


RSF expressed concern that the threat to Le Journal 
Hebdomadaire’s survival comes at a time when the monarchy 
is disturbed over the weekly’s critical reporting and its 
revelations about Hicham Mandari, a Moroccan citizen who 
was murdered in Spain in August 2004. Mandari had access 
to the palace under the late King Hassan || and had claimed 
to know state secrets. “The only solution that would respect 
press feedom and at the same time show that Morocco’s 
judges are independent would be for the [higher appeals court] 
to poinf out the procedural shortcomings in the Appeals Court 
ruling and thereby overturn the seizure order that could put 
the newspaper out of business," the organisation said. 
(Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Sept 27) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Cocaine seized at Maputo airport: The 
Mozambican police have announced the seizure of 
over wwo kilos of cocaine at Maputo International 
Airport, according to a report in Noticias, Oct 20. 


Three people, whose identities were not revealed, have been 
arrested in connection with the illegal drugs. The police 


African Chronicle 


1483 


suspected that the traffickers began their journey in Brazil, and 
that the intended market for the cocaine was South Africa. 


The police also announced the arrest of a group of ten 
foreigners accused of fraud and currency falsification. The group 
includes Nigerians, Ghanaians, Liberians and Congolese. 


A Nigerian, Memouna Kone, frequently passed himself off 
as a United Nations official, and used at least three other names. 
The swindlers would tell their victims that they possess 
mysterious boxes that can manufacture US dollars. 


But to make the money, they need an initial sum of 5,000 
dollars to buy some unspecified chemicals from the "UN official", 
Memouna Kone. 


The victims are asked to Sonde the money, with the 
guarantee that they will recover it plus a percentage of the money 
made by the boxes. Amazingly, there are still people who fall 
for this kind of scam, although similar swindles have been 
exposed year after year in the Mozambican press. (Agencia de 
informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Oct 2) | 


NAMIBIA 


a. Border identification card launched: An 
identification card for the people who live on both 
sides of the common border between Angola and 
Namibia was Officially launched, Sept 24, at 
Namacunde district, southern Cunene province. 


The launch took place during a ceremony chaired by the 
national director of Angolan National Migratory Services, Maria 
Joaquina da Silva. 


The creation of the card resulted from a recent meeting of 
the Angola/Namibia bilateral commission devoted to assess the 
migratory movements and constraints. 


The card will permit people living within a range of 30 
kilometres on both sides of the borderline to circulate freely 
across the border. The function was attended by Cuenene 
provincial Governor, Pedro Mutindi, the commander of northern 
Namibia police commander, the director of the neighbouring 
country’s migratory services and chieftains. (Angola Press 
Agency, Luanda, Sept 26) 


NIGERIA 


a. Govt, militia agree on truce: The Nigerian 
government and rebel militia fighting in the oil-pro- 
ducing Niger Delta agreed to a preliminary ceasefire 
while talks took place on rebel demands for 
autonomy, a rebel leader said, Sept 29. 


Warlord Mujahid Dokubo-Asari repeated, during a break in 
talks with President Olusegun Obasanjo, his warning to foreign 
oil workers to leave the region, which pumps almost all of 
Nigeria's 2.3 million barrels per day output, until a final deal was 
achieved. "We have finished the first round of talks with the 
President. There should be a cessation of hostilities on both 
sides. Apart from that, we have not agreed on anything else for 
the time being,” Asari said. 


Asari, who leads a militia called the Niger Delta People’s 
Volunteer Force, had threatened to launch an offensive called 
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Operation Locust Feast unless a deal was reached on autonomy 
and oil revenues for the impoverished delta region. 


"Operation Locust Feast is still dependent on the outcome 
of the talks. Foreign nationals are still advised to leave the delta 
because they are part of the overall situation," Asari said. 


The rebels issued a communique telling all foreign nationals 
to leave the delta ahead of what Asari described as an “all-out 
war on the Nigerian state". Asari said oil companies in Nigeria 
should shut production. Oil prices rose above $50 per barrel for 
the first time after Asari issued the communique. (Telegraph, 
Calcutta, Sept 30) 


RWANDA 


a. RPF shot down Habyarimana’s plane, 
reafirmes Guichaoua: French sociologist Profes- 
sor Andre Guichaoua, Oct 5, reiterated his earlier 
allegations before the International Criminal Tribu- 
nal for Rwanda (ICTR) that the Rwandese Patriotic 
Front shot down the plane carrying the former 
Rwandan President the late Juvenal Habyarimana 
on April 6,1994. 


On board were also the former Burundian President Cyprien 
Ntaryamira and several senior government officials from the two 
countries. The plane was shot down and crashed into pieces as 
it was approaching to land at Kanombe airport in Kigali. All people 
on board died. The presidential entourage was coming home 
from a meeting in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, where they held 
talks on Rwandan peace process. 


Prof Guichaoua was responding to a question by Canadian 
Nicole Bergevin, lead counsel for Pauline Nyiramasuhuko, former 
minister of Family and Women Affairs on trial for genocide and 
crimes against humanity with five others. 


"RPF took the initiative to issue an order that the presidential 
plane be brought down,” said Guichaoua adding " | wish to 
reaffirm it today ." 


The witness made such allegations the first time in an 
interview published by the French daily Le Monde on May 6, 
2004. (Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, Oct 5) 


Appeals Chamber orders restart of trial of former 
Rwandan leaders: The appeals chamber of the International 
Criminai Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) has ordered that the trial 
of four former Rwandan leaders restart from scratch. 


In a decision rendered September 28, the chamber ruled in 
favour of a motion filed by all the accused, who sought the restart 
of the case after the withdrawal of the judge Andresia Vas from 
Senegal. 


Judge Vaz, 60, has been the presiding judge in the trial of 
four former senior officials in the Rwandan interim government 
accused of planning and supervising the 1994 genocide. The 
trial opened on November 26, 2003. 


Lawyers for the accused had in the past called for all the 
judges in the case to withdraw, claiming they were not impartial. 


They particularly singled out Vaz because of her close 
relationship with one member of the prosecution, Mme. Dior Fall. 
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David Hooper of Britain, defence counsel for one of the 
accused, former minister of education, Andre Rwamakuba, had 
claimed that Vaz and Fall shared the same accommodation, 
thereby raising the issue of impartiality. 


When Vas withdrew from the case, the defence counsels 
filed for a non-continuation of the trial. Their argument was that 
Judge Vaz was the only permanent judge on the bench. 
(Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, Oct 1) 


Col Simba incited Hutus before killing started at 
Kaduha parish: Another prosecution witness in a case of the 
former Rwandan Colonel, Aloys Simba on trial for genocide 
and crimes against humanity at the International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) alleged that the accused incited 
Hutus before the killings began at Kaduha parish (southern 
Rwanda). 


" The weapons are now available, the soldiers are here, we 
should get rid of the filth (Tutsis) from the church,” the witness 
code-named KXX quoted Col. Simba as saying. 


KXX had earlier stated that Tutsis were hunted down and 
their houses set on fire, forcing them to seek refuge in the church. 
The number of refugees at the church according to him was 
between 7,000 and 8,000. 


He narrated that he saw the accused at three locations; at 
the sub prefect’s office, Kaduha trading centre and later at the 
parish with a lorry half filled with weapons (rifles and grenades) 
few days after the death of the former Rwandan President 
Juvenal Habyarimana on April 6, 1994. He did not mention the 
exact dates when he saw Col. Simba. (Hirondelle News 
Agency, Lausanne, Sept 24) 


[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1440:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Sierra Leone to send back 500 detained 
Liberian fighters: Sierra Leone will release about 
500 Liberian gunmen linked to former President 
Charles Taylor and return them to Liberia, a Foreign 
Ministry official in Monrovia said, Sept 28. 


The Liberian official said that these men, some of whom 
have been detained in Sierra Leone for several years, would be 
granted a government amnesty on their return. 


Some of these Liberians had been captured while fighting 
with Sierra Leone's Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebel 
movement which waged war on the Freetown government 
between 1991 and 2001, the official said. 


The RUF was supported by Taylor's government and 
operated from rear bases in Liberia and the UN-backed Special . 
Court in Sierra Leone has indicted Taylor for war crimes in view 
of his close involvement with the rebel cause. 


The Foreign Ministry official said those to be released by 
Sierra Leone also included members of Taylor’s militia forces in 
Liberia who had fled asross the border to escape advances by 
the Liberians United for Reconciliation and Democracy (LURD) 
rebel movement in northwestern Liberia during the latter stages 
of its 1989-2003 civil war. (UN integrated Regional information 
Network, Monrovia, Sept 28) 


September 23—-October 6, 2004 


SOMALIA 


a. School-feeding programme to be ex- 
panded: The United Nations World Food Pro- 
gramme (WFP) plans to expand its school-feeding 
project in Somalia once a government has been 
re-established and security restored in all areas'to 
facilitate the revival of the country’s poor education 
system, a senior WFP official said. 


"What we definitely will do is to greatly expand our school 
feeding project," Robert Hauser, WFP's country director for 
Somalia said, Oct 6. 


"The education sector at the moment is the highest priority 
of the UN system and of most of the donor community also." 


He sad a pilot school-feeding programme run by WFP in 23 
schools in the self-declared republic of Somaliland in northwest- 
ern Somalia, had led to a 50 per cent increase in enrollment 
rates, with 35 per cent more girls now going to school. The 
Somalilard school-feeding project would be extended to 37 other 
schools by May 2005. 


Hauser said educational, vocational, job and wealth creation 
will be some of the key elements in the efforts to rebuild Somalia. 


Delegates attending the Somali reconciliation conference in 
the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, formed a transitional federal 
parliament in August. The 275 members of the assembly are 
due to elect the country’s new president in Nairobi, Oct 10. The 
president will, in turn, appoint a prime minister, who will be 
required to form a government. 

The ousting of the regime of then Somali President 
Muhammad Siyad Barre in January 1991 sparked more than a 
decade cf turmoil and lawlessness in Somalia. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Network, Nairobi, Oct 6) 


SUDAN 


a. ICG urges quick conclusion of peace 
accord: Talks to end the 21-year conflict between 
the government and the Sudan People’s Liberation 
Movement/Army that are set to resume in the 
Kenyan capital, Nairobi, should be concluded 
quickly, otherwise Sudan may not achieve peace 
before the end of 2004, the International Crisis 
Group (ICG) warned, Oct 5. 


The Brussels-based think-tank, in a briefing paper, said the 
crisis in the western Sudanese region of Darfur had preoccupied 
the international community, leading to inadequate attention 
being paid to the conflict in the south. 


"The peace process mediated by the regional [GAD (Inter- 
Governmental Authority on Development) looked close to finality 
in June 2004 but is now at risk," the ICG said. "The draft 
agreement negotiated at (the Kenyan town of) Naivasha contains 
provisions that can assist a political solution in Darfur." 


It added: "The two issues are closely related and need to be 
dealt with equally and urgently. However, unless current 
dynamics change, and the UN Security Council puts more 
pressure upon Khartoum to conclude the IGAD agreement, war 
could scon resume across the country." According to the ICG, 
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the protocols already signed but not yet in ferce could begin to 
unravel if the Sudanese government chooses to delay conclusion 
of the peace agreement. "If this happens, new fronts in a war 
that has already cost 2 million lives are likely to emerge in the 
Nuba Mountains, Southern Blue Nile and the east," it warned. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Oct 6) 


20,000 child soldiers have been demobilized, says UN 
official: About 20,000 former child soldiers have been demobi- 
lized from rebel groups in southern Sudan since 2001, but an 
estimated 17,000 young combatants remain and their reintegra- 
tion could be hampered by prevailing poverty and discrimination, 
a paper co-authored by a United Nations official said. 


The paper said the demobilization of so many child solders 
‘since 2001 has been a relatively straightforward process 
because locals were willing to accept them and they viewed 
their cause as a popular struggle. The child soldiers had also 
usually been based close to their original homes. 


Published in the latest edition of the journal Forced Migration 
Review, the paper is written by UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
protection officer Una McCauley and independent consultant 
Chris Robertson. 


Demobilization has been taking place since 2001 as the civil 
war in southern Sudan, which has been raging since 1983, 
begins to wind down in anticipation of a peace agreement. 


Evaluating the demobilization, which was initially con- 
ducted by UNICEF but later by the rebel Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) and the Sudan People’s Democratic 
Front (SPDF), the authors argue that many child soldiers had 
already deserted the army or rebel groups. (UN News 
Service, New York, Sept 30) 


Kony’s son captured: Helicopter gunships pounded the 
northern outskirts of Gulu town early, Sept 29. 


The sound of exploding bombs and small arms could be 
heard as the army attacked a group of LRA rebels, commanded 
by their leader, Joseph Kony. The army said 11 rebels were 
killed and Kony’s son was among 12 captives. Ten rifles were 
also recovered. "We have the resolve to kill Kony. He is a 
historical off-side," northern Uganda army spokesman Lt. Paddy 
Ankunda said. "Kony was in this group. He has nowhere to go. 
We shail not let him rest anywhere," Ankunda said. The attack 
at Okidi in Latwara parish in Palaro sub-county, which began at 
10:00am, threw Gulu civilians into panic. Northern intelligence 
chief Col. Charles Otema-Awany said the army was trying to 
trap Kony and finish him before he flees Uganda back to Sudan 
where he is based. 


Army spokesman Major Shaban Bantariza said despite 
Kony's entry into Uganda, the army would remain in southern 
Sudan. “It is not over yet. Kony has left some of his fighters 
scattered in Sudan. We are not cahing off the offensive," 
Bantariza said. The army said Kony, who crossed into Uganda, 
Sept 27, had about 30 fighters with some abductees. 

The group, which included commander Lapanyikwara, re- 
portedly travelled the whole night from Kitgum where they 
clashed with the UPDF at Aye Alari in Palabek, Sept 28. (New 
Vision, Kampala, Sept 30) 

[Background Info. Sudan, page 1472:a] 
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TUNISIA 


a. IFJ urges journalists to challenge govern- 
ment control of media: With parliamentary and 
presidential elections less than a month away, the 
International Federation of Journalists has called on 
Tunisian journalists to confront governmental and 
political threats to press freedom. 


The General Secretary of the IFJ, Aidan White, told the 400 
journalists attending the 22nd Congress of the Association of 
Tunisian Journalists (AJT) in Tunis, Sept 26, that the continuing 
pressure from the government of President Zine E! Abidine Ben 
Ali threatened free expression and human rights and “seriously 
damages the image of Tunisian journalism.” 


"We must send a clear message to those in power," he said, 
"that journalism must be freed of all forms of political control." 
The IFJ has sent a high-profile mission of senior journalists’ to 
Tunisia to meet with Tunisian journalists and to press for changes 
within the AJT. The organisation was suspended by IFJ leaders 
in 2003 following the association’s decision to give a press 
freedom award to President Ben Ali. (International Freedom of 
Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, Sept 27) 


UGANDA 


a. Team set up to disarm Karimojong: Three 
committees to oversee the disarmament exercise in 
Karamoja have been formed. 


This was after the re-launch of the exercise by President 
Yoweri Museveni in Karamoja recently. The committees were 
formed during the first planning meeting at the Third Division’s 
tactical headquarters in Soroti recently. The Division spokesman, 
2nd Lt Ronald Kakurungu, said the Division Commander, Col 
Silver Kayemba, would head the committees, which include 
regional, sub-county and the district committees. "Col Kayemba 
is the overall head of the committees. The sub-county committee 
will mainly be responsible for information gathering, managing 
gun collection centres and to liaise with the district committee," 
Kakurungu said. He said the district committee would report to 
the regional committee that comprises all MPs from Karamoja, 
the Special Presidential Adviser on Karamoja, Michael Loote 
Lokawua, the police and army. The Karimojong warriors of 
Dodoth clan have returned 12 guns out of 78 stolen from the 
army since 2003. (Monitor, Kampala, Oct 5) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Former army chief Musengule arrested: 
The Task Force on corruption has arrested former 
army commander Geojago Musengule and Base 
Chemicals chief executive Amon Sibande on 
charges of abuse of office and corrupt practices. 


Task Force spokesman Mpazi Sinyangwe said in a statement 
in Lusaka that the two were arrested, Sept 30, and released on 
police bond and would appear in court on October 13. Lieutenant 
General Musengule has been charged on five counts of corrupt 
practices by a public officer contrary to Section 29(1) and two 
counts of abuse of authority of office contrary to Section 37(2)(a) 
as read with Section 41 of the Anti-Corruption Commission (CC) 
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Act of 1996. Sinyangwe said Sibande had been charged on five 
counts of corrupt practices with a public officer contrary to 
Section 29(2) as read with Section 41 of the ACC Act number 
42 of 1996. 


The particulars of the offences are that Gen Musengule being 
an Army Commander, abused his authority between January 
1, 2001 and June 30, 2001, by engaging Base Chemicals to 
supply fuel worth US$ 1, 278,511 to the Zambia Army. 


Gen Musengule allegedly did this without following laid down 
tender procedures to directly or indirectly obtain property, 
wealth, advantage or profit. The former army chief is alleged to 
have abused his authority by engaging Base Chemicals to do 
repairs and construction works valued at US$1,079,880 for the 
Zambia Army without following laid down tender procedures. 
(Times of Zambia, Ndola, Oct 1) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Cleric confronts Mugabe: For years, Presi- 
dent Robert Mugabe treated the Roman Catholic 
archbishop of Bulawayo, Pius Ncube, as beneath 
his notice. 


The archbishop had earlier called Mugabe a lair, a cheat and 
despot willing to starve his own people to stay in power. Mugabe 
left it to aides to pityingly characterize the clergyman as "quite 
unwell” or "mad". 


But that was before the archbishop began an all-out assault 
on Mugabe beyond Zimbabwe's borders. In March 2004, he 
began soliciting foreign donations to a legal defence fund and 
Zimbabweans who allege they have suffered human rights 
abuses, collecting about $ 130,000 so far. In July, he held a 
news conference in London to argue that Mugabe is terrorizing 
his citizens and reducing them to paupers while the worid looks 
away. In May, Mugabe struck back, calling the archbishop "an 
unholy man", another Desmond Tutu, whom he dismissed as 
"an angry, evil and embittered little bishop". Recently, Mugabe 
accused Archbishop Ncube of "satanic" betrayal of Zimbabwe, 
suggesting he had invited Britain to invade. That is the nice 
version. In the state-controlled press, Archbishop Ncube said, 
he is vilified as gay, a rapist and HIV-positive. 


His admirers also compare him to Desmond Tutu, but they 
mean it as high praise. The retired Anglican archbishop, who 
won a Nobel peace prize for challenging South Africa’s apartheid 
regime, remains to many the model of a moral leader. 


Like Archbishop Tutu, said Ray Motsi, the Baptist pastor in 
Bulawayo, "Pius is a beacon of light. He is a very brave person, 
very single-minded. He has been able to discern the moment 
and understand what is the most important role he can play", 
Not all clergymen are so supportive. Many churches in Zimbabwe 
have been torn apart under Mugabe, divided among those who 
back him, fear him, oppose him or just do not want to hear about 
politics in a house of prayer. The Roman Catholic Church, the 
biggest of Zimbabwe's Christian denominations, is no exception. 
For years it was split between Archbishop Ncube of Bulawayo 
and Archbishop Patrick Chakaipa of Harare, a friend of Mugabe. 
After Archbishop Chakaipa died in 2003, Pope John Paul Il 
replaced him with a bishop much closer to Archbishop Ncube. 
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Church insiders tend ta see that as a sign that the hierarchy in 
Rome thinks the archbishop of Bulawayo is on the right path. 
But some Catholic bishops, priests and nuns in Zimbabwe do 
not share that view. "They: think | am speaking too much, that | 
am too aggressive, noi diplomatic," Archbishop Ncube said. "I 
say | carnot be diplomatic when there is so much suffering. | 
have to talk straight. 


"We must defend fhe people who are suffering. Who else 
will defend them? There is no opposition“. The archbishop 
accuses Mugabe's party, ZANU-PF, of torturing, beating, impris- 
oning and murdering members of the opposition. He insists that 
the government has ferced the United Nations to scale back a 
feeding programme so it can use government stocks to reward 
supporters and punish dissidents. "They burn home," he said. 
"They kil people. They torture people with electricity. They 
intimidate people to make them feel afraid." In a meeting in 2003, 
he said, he and other Catholic bishops put the case directly to 
Mugabe, who attended Catholic school and was married in the 
church. 
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"We told him to control this. It hasn't stopped," the archbishop 
said. "We cannot change this man". Nor is there any hope, he 
said, that the 80-year-old president will risk his party's dominance 
by allowing fair parliamentary elections in 2005. The archbishop's 
solution is more international pressure from the United Nations 
and from African countries. 


But although the 53-state Africa Union has condemned 
human rights abuses in Zimbabwe, so far African leaders have 
shied away from imposing sanctions.The archbishop quietly 
offers St Mary's Cathedral, a 101-year-old landmark, as a 
sanctuary for human rights activists. He said he ignored the 
government intelligence officers who sit in on ali the services 
and who warned him that criticism of the government was not 
allowed. When a government emissary offered him a farm, he 
said, he sent her packing. He answers not to Mugabe, he said, 
but to the book on his desk. One recent Saturday, he flipped it 
open until he found Luke 4:18. "Free the oppressed," he said. 
"This is our calling’. (Sharon La Franiere in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 2) 








Africa’s biological wealth needs legal protection 


Zvomuya Gwindi is one of Zimbabwe's well- 
known traditonal healers. He is also a leading 
member of the Zimbabwe National Tradi- 

tional Healers Association (ZINATHA), the 
country’s foremost association of traditional healers, 
established in 1980. © So 


With: a membership of more than 50,000, it has access to 
and information about more than 500 differenet types of 
medicinal plants. Currently, ZINATHA and many other groups in 
Zimbabwe are actively promoting a draft legislative proposal that 
can protect the local community's intellectual property rights and 
the country’s diverse biological wealth. 


Through this endeavour, it has been established that there 
is an urgent need for a comprehensive piece of national 
legislation, a national statutory authority and a well-coordinated, 
single community-based institutional framework to regulate 
access to and ensure fair and equitable sharing of the benefits 
of biodiversity. Andrew Mushita, Director of Zimbabwe's Com- 
munity Technology Development Trust, said that the process of 
regional and national consultations clearly recognised the use 
of customary laws, norms and practices in the management of 
biological resources. It called for a number of commitments from 
the government to provide resources to communities, to heip 
them build their own local capacity and to protect their biological 
resources. 


In fact, most of the member-states of the Southern African 
Develapment Community (SADC) are working towards estab- 
lishing similar laws against many odds, which will protect their 
genetic resources. Countries of the region have been com- 
pelling'y encouraged by the African Union’s Model Law, which 
effectively captures various proposals for the protection of 
community resource rights. It consolidates agricultural biodivesity 
and protects farmers and plant breeders from the negative 
influence of biotechnology. It is felt that if the of African Union 


(AU) can come out with a "Model Law for the Protection of Rights 
of Local Communities, Farmers and Breeders, and for the 
Regulation of Access to Biological Resources" and if it could 
become a basis for national laws in African countries, it can be 
done elsewhere as well. Other regions too can thus challenge 
the interests of multinational companies and developed coun- 
tries. 

Long history of herbal healing: Zimbabwe, like many other 
African countries, has a long history of herbal healing. A large 
segment of the country's population relies on herbal medicine, 
as prescribed by their family herbal specialists or traditional 
healers. 


The role of traditional healers in rehabilitation and health 
service delivery has been recognished by the Government of 
Zimbabwe. ZINATHA is accorded high esteem in the region. The 
majority of its members work from their homesteads and provide 
health care to about 80 per cent of the population. 


However, the country currently lacks a Jaw to govern 
biodiversity and indigenous knowledge. Zimbabwe is a signatory 
to the international Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and 
is subject to international instruments such as Agreement on 
Trade Related Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS), the Global 
Plan of Action for the Conservation and Sustainable Utilisation 
of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (GPA) and 
the International Undertaking on Piant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture (IU). Neverthiess, is still has to put in place 
the vital patenting or sui generis legislation, which can protect 
it against ‘bio-piracy’ by multinational companies or research 
organisations from the developed world. As of now, the country 
has only the Traditional Medical Practitioners Act, which 
established a traditional medical practitioners’ council. However, 
the Act and the Council only deal with administrative issues such 
as the registration and regulation of practice of the traditional 
practitioners. 


R.N.I. No. DELENG/2000/891 > 


1488 


Zimbabwe's rich genetic diversity, its exploitation by highly 
developed bio-technology organisation from the North and the 
need to use and protect this diversity for local and national needs 
have constituted an area of concern in the recent past. Several 
alarming cases of unfair and unequal use of the country’s genetic 
resources have been reported. 


A case in point is the one involving the tree Swartzia 
Madagascariensis. In July 1999, a patent on a powerful fungicidal 
ingredient was granted to a research professor at the University 
of Lausanne in Switzerland. The patented invention relies on 
traditional Zimbabwean knowledge and uses for its manufacture 
the root of Swartzia Madagazcariensis, which can be found 
throughout tropical Africa. In April 1997, an addendum to a 
material transfer and confidential agreement bewteeen the US 
pharmaceutical company Phytera and the Univeristy of Lausanne 
was signed. In that the parties agreed to a royalty payment of 
1.5 per cent of Phytera’s net sales of the specific product. Neither 
the Zimbabwean government nor the traditional healers with 
knowledge of the fungicidal properties of the plant were informed 
prior to the Swiss University's prospecting of Zimbabwe's 
biological resources. No contract was signed among the 
traditional healers, the Government of Zimbabwe and the 
University of Lausanne, which were involved in the initial project. 
Nor were there any mutually agreed terms for a fair and equitable 
benefit-sharing mechanism. 


Bio-piracy: Overall, the whole African region is losing huge 
benefits from its biodiversity, for lack of legal protection against 
bio-piracy. The second South-South Bio-piracy Summit, held in 
Johannesburg during the World summit on Sustainable Devel- 
opment in 2002, came out very strongly on this issue. The fact 
sheet released at the summit gave information about hundreds 
of patents being filed on African plants by multinational 
companies. The name just a few: brazzeine, a protein 500 times 
sweeter than sugar, from a plant in Gabon; teff, the grain used 
in Ethiopia's flat “injera’ bread; thumatin, a natural sweetener 
from the plant in West Africa; the African soap berry and the 
Kunde Zulu cowpea; and genetic material from the West African 
cocoa plant. 


The latest patent to make headlines in the region involves 
the Hoodia cactus from the Kalahari desert. For generations, the 
San people of South Africa ate pieces of the cactus to stave off 
hunger and thirst. Analysing the cactus, the parastatal Council 
for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) in South Africa 
found the molecule that curbs appetite and sold the rights, worth 
billions of dollars, to ine pharmaceutical company Pfizer to 
develop an anti-obseity drug. The San people complained and 
protested. After a long battle, in 2003, the CSIR agreed to share 
the eventual royalties, and it became a landmark case where 
indigenous communities staked their claim to the profits derived 
from their knowledge. The OAU initiative to develop model 
legislation challenged the hegemony of developed countries and 
unleashed new political dynamics on the issue. The initiative 
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began in 1997, when it embarked on a process to-assist African 
countries in fulfilling their obligations to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity and the TRIPS Agreement of the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). While the Convention mandates countries 
to regulate access to biodiversity and respect the rights of local 
communities, TRIPS requires all members to protect intellectual 
rights on plant varieties through patents or a sui generis system. 
The development of the model law has been a result of a synergy 
between several initiatives in various parts of Africa, in which 
lawyers, political activists, non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), farmers’ bodies, trade unions and government function- 
aries participated. Several African governments too extended 
their support to it. In 1998, the OAU heads of state endorsed 
the Model Law and decided that it would become the basis for 
ali national laws on the matter across Africa. Since then, several 
African countries are courageously taking the path ahead, to 
draft a national law. 


The Vorld Intellectual Properpty Organistion (VWiPO) and the 
Union for the Protection of New Plant Varieties (UPOV) have 
expressed their anger to the OAU. In a four-page submission to 
the OAU, the WIPO pointed out that the prohibition of patents 
of life forms in the Model Law went against TRIPS. As a central 
principle, the OAU Model Law holds that patents on life forms 
are immoral and go against the basic values of African citizens 
and should therefore be outlawed. The WIPO also rejected the 
principle of ‘inalienability’ of community rights embedded in the 
Model Law. The OAU wants those who collect biological 
resources in Africa to affirm that they will not apply for patents 
over such materials or their derivatives. The WIPO is afraid that 
this would prevent bio-prospectors from securing exclusive 
monopolies on products made or extracted from the goods. The 
UPOV has suggested drastic changes in more than 30 articles 
of the Model Law to suit their standards. This prompted Ethiopia's 
Environmental Protection Authority, which played a central role 
in drafting the Model Law, to question UPOV’s right to challenge 
the legislation. 


At the WTO meeting in Seattle in 1999, the African group 
and the OAU took the lead in opposing the patenting of life and 
protecting community rights over their agricultural and biological 
heritage. They restated their known opposition to the patenting 
of life in WTO 2003 at Cancun and asked that community rights 
be protected under TRIPS as an intellectual property rights 
regime. The African Mode! Law, of course, inspires them. With 
this law, a region and its people are trying to keep their right to 
decide what to do with their agriculture as also other activities 
that use biological resources, their parts or components, and 
how to do it. Other regions like Asia can learn from this 
experience. The Barcelona-based Genetic Resource Action 
International (GRAIN) recently gave a call: "Those who have 
been behind the development of the OAU Model Law deserve 
our support. And those who are now trying to destroy it deserve 
our rejection". (Frontline, Madras, March 12, 2004) 
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BENIN 


a. Strike for higher pay shuts down country: 
Normal business ground to a halt in Benin, Oct 18, 
as the country’s main trade unions began a 
three-day general strike to demand higher pay for 
government employees, better pensions and lower 
university fees. 


Only senior managers turned up for work at government 
offices, schools, banks and most businesses were closed in the 
economic capital Cotonou, health centres were short staffed and 
the city’s normally busy streets were empty of traffic. 


The national news agency reported a similar situation 
throughout the country. Music replaced normal programming on 
government-run radio and television stations, which repeatedly 
played the song Le pays va mal (The country is doing badly) by 
the Ivorian singer Tiken Jah Facoly. 


The strike was called by four of Benin’s five trade union 
organisations to support civil service pay demands ranging from 
a 20 to 30 per cent hike following a breakdown in negotiations 
with the government on October 1. 


Guillaume Attigbe, a leader of the Confederation of Autono- 
mous Unions (CSA) accused the government of President 
Mathieu Kerekou of treating the workers’ demands "lightly and 
with disdain.” (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, 
Cotonou, Oct 19) 


b. US$50 m IDA aid for development project: 
The World Bank Board of Executive Directors, Oct 
7, appraved an International Development Associa- 
tion (IDA) credit of US$37.7 million and a grant of 
US$12.3 million to support the community-driven 
development (CDD) project in the Republic of Benin. 


The National Community Driven Development Support 
Project will promote the use of the CDD approach by relevant 
ministries, decentralized local governments and local communi- 
ties to improve access of the poorest communities to basic social 
and financial services. Doing so will help operationalize recent 
steps toward decentralization in Benin and will prepare ministries 
and decentralized local governments to apply the CDD approach 
to activities receiving programmatic support. The activities 
supported will also contribute towards achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals in areas such as education, health, water 
and sanitation, and gender equity. 


The project will build the capacity of local governments to 
work in partnership with communities to plan and implement their 
local development plans, and to learn that empowering their 
communities is mutually beneficial. Local communities will have 
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the opportunity to use resources to improve their living 
conditions, and to build their-capacity to do so with the support 
of local councils and relevant ministries. 


"By promoting the community driven development approach, 
the project will help ministries delegate responsibilities to local 
governments which will, in turn, delegate some of these 
responsibilities to communities," said Serge Theunynck, .the 
World Bank Task Team Leader for the project. (World Bank, 
Washington, DC, Oct 7) 


BURUNDI 


a. Transitional government to be extended: 
Burundi’s presidential elections, scheduled to take 
place at the end of October, will now be held on 
April 22, 2005, according to a plan published, Oct 
16, by the National Independent Electoral Commis- 
sion. 


The commission has proposed a calendar in which the 
current transitional government would be extended for six 
months. A referendum on the country's post-transition constitu- 
tion that had been scheduled for Oct 26 is now to be held on 
November 26, Commission chairman Pau! Ngarambe an- 
nounced on national radio and television. He was speaking from 
Burundi's capital, Bujumbura. The timetable also includes local 
elections on February 9, 2005, communal elections on February 
23, 2005 and legislative elections on March 9, 2005. Ngarambe 
said the dates might still change depending on factors such as 
the availability of funds and security conditions. A regional 
heads-of-state summit on Burundi held in Nairobi endorsed the 
plan with the electoral calendar after receiving a report and 
recommendations from the commission. 


Burundian President Domitien Ndayizeye said the Nairobi 
plan would be submitted to Burundi’s transitional parliament. If 
it adopts the plan, it would act as an interim constitution starting 
on November 1 when the mandate for the current transitional 
constitution would have expired. (UN Integrated Regional 
information Networks, Bujumbura, Oct 18) 


b. Nurses resume work but threaten strike 
again: Nurses in Burundian hospitals and health 
facilities resumed work, Oct 14, after an initial 
three-day strike for better working conditions. 


They have threatened to go on another strike of the same 
duration next week if the government fails to meet their demands 
for better pay, free medical care, overtime pay and recognition 
of the professional risks they encounter while performing duty. 


However, Milance Hakizimana, the leader of the nurses’ main 
trade union, Sylibu said that a delegation from the vice-presi- 
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dent's office met the union leaders, Oct 14, and promised to set 
up a commission to look into the nurses’ grievances. The 
delegation did not indicate when these talks would begin. 


Hakizimana said the nurses union and the government's 
representatives still had to agree on a timetable and a mediator, 
but "if by October 18 nothing is done, we will resume the strike". 


Services in hospitals and health centres in several provinces 
were paralysed during the strike that began, Oct 11. Nurses in 
the capital, Bujumbura, and in the provinces of Kayanza, Bururi 
and Makamba responded to the union's strike call and only 
provided minimum services. (UN Integrated Regional Informa- 
tion Networks, Bujumbura, Oct 14) 


CAMEROON 


a. Presidential election lacked credibility, 
says Commonwealth observers: A Common- 
wealth observer group that monitored Cameroon's 


presidential election recently said the poll, which, 


returned President Paul Biya to power for another 
.seven-year term, “lacked the necessary credibility". 


The team, led by former Canadian Prime Minister Joe Clark, 
said, Oct 16, that the electoral roll had been poorly managed 
and many people had been deprived of the right to vote. It also 
expressed concern that many of Cameoon’s 16 million popula- 
tion, particularly young people, had failed to vote because they 
felt alienated from the political process. 


“We must stress that while it is possible to count the number 
of those who voted, no one can quantify the number of those 
people who have become disenchanted and disengaged from 
the democratic process, particularly young people," the Com- 
monwealth statement said. It noted that the entire electoral 
process had been run by the Interior Ministry and recommended 
that Cameroon set up an independent electoral commission to 
conduct future ballots. 


"We believe that in a number of key areas the electoral 
process lacked the necessary credibility,” the Commonwealth 
observers concluded. Nevertheless, they broadly endorsed the 
final result of the election, despite charges of fraud from the 
opposition. 


“Even given the deficiency in the management of the register, 
we believe the intention of those who voted was reflected in the 
result," the Commonwealth observers said. 


The Interior Ministry said, Oct 15, that Biya, who has ruled 
Cameroon for the past 22 years, had won with 75 per cent of 
the vote on a turnout of nearly 80 per cent. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Yaounde, Oct 18) | 


[Background Info. Cameroon, page 1478:a] 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Voter registration begins: Countrywide reg- 
istration of voters began, Oct 16, in the Central 
African Republic with the Independent Mixed Elec- 
toral Commission, or CEMI, setting up around 5,411 
electoral posts nationwide. 
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The registration process is “innovative”, Commission chair- 
man Jean Wilibiro-Sacko said, Oct 18. People will be registered 
as soon as they have proven their age and identity and then 
immediately receive a voter card. Wilibiro-Sacko said the 
commission had made sure that the minority Batwa people, 
sometimes known as pygmies, would be able to register. Also, 
nationals living abroad, particularly in the Republic of Congo, 
Chad, Cameroon, Gabon and France, would be able to register. 


“Electoral posts have been installed there,” he said. The 
registration process is due to end Oct 17 and "those who did 
not register would not be able to vote". He also said many citizens 
might not understand the significance of registering, but the 
commission was "making efforts to bridge the gap”. 


The first election in November is to be a referendum for the 
new constitution. It will be followed by combined legislative and 
presidential elections in January 2005, after which, the transi- 
tional period is set to end. 


The current military government of Gen. Francois Bozize 
came to power following a coup on March 15, 2003, that ousted 
former President Ange-Felix Patasse. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bangui, Oct 19) 


[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1454:a] 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Rebels flee camp: Six Congolese rebels 
belonging to Col. Laurent Nkunda’s faction, Oct 14, 
fled their camps in North Kivu in the’ Democratic 
Republic of Congo, citing abuse of human rights, 
corruption and military harassment. 


Lt. Innocent Ngarame Amaani, 26, the leader of the group, 
said, "Soldiers are being tortured and subjected to inhuman acts. 
We were lured into the rebel activities but now we are regretting 
why we joined Nkunda’s faction. A lot of our colleagues have 
been killed and others jailed," he said. l 


Security sources said Ngarame and his escorts fled Congo 
through ishasha border post in Kanungu district and handed two 
guns the escorts had carried to UPDF soldiers at the border. 
The rebels include privates Bahati Lubalande, Segiyunva 
Ukiniwabo, Feresie Imaniiriho Ntibenda, Emmanuel Ihitimana 
and two women. Nkunda, formerly a field commander RCD- 
Goma who joined Kinshasha government troops after a peace 
deal that culminated into a transitional government. (New Vision, 
Kampala, Oct 19) 


b. ICC signs cooperation accord with Kin- 
shasa: The International Criminal Court (ICC) and 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo signed an 
accord, Oct 6, allowing the court to begin investi- 
gations into war crimes and crimes against human- 
ity committed within the country. 


"We have finalised and signed an accord with the government 
to permit the investigation," Yves Sorokobi, the spokesperson 
for the court’s prosecutor, said. 

The court's assistant prosecutor, Serge Brammertz, and the 
minister for justice, Kisimba Ngoy, signed the accord in the 
capital, Kinshasa. 
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Ngoy said the court now had "jurisdiction" to operate in the 
country. A 12-member delegation from the two-year-old court, 
headed by Brammertz, arrived in Kinshasa to finalise the accord. 
The court îs due to be properly established in the country by the 
beginning 5f 2005. 


The ccurt’s prosecutor, Luis Moreno-Ocampo, first formally 
considerec investigating crimes in the DRC earlier, following a 
request by President Joseph Kabila for him to do so. In June 
2004, Moreno-Ocampo agreed to start investigations, particularly 
into crimes perpetrated in the troubled district of Ituri, in 
northeastern DRC. He is tnvestigating crimes committed in the 
north of Lganda, following a request by the president of that 
country. 


“The court can only investigate serious crimes committed 
since July 2002," Ngoy said. He was referring to the date the 
ICC was ceated, which is also the date from which crimes must 
have been committed in order for the court to have the mandate 
to investigate and prosecute them. "The Congolese judiciary will 
deal with a number of crimes committed before that date," he 
said. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Kin- 
shasa, Oct 8) 


[Backgrourd Info. Congo (DR), page 1479:a] 


c. Death sentence for former prosecutor: A 
former prosecutor of a military court in the Demo- 
cratic Republic of the Congo (DR), Col Charles 
Alamba, was among 11 people condemned to 
death, Oct 6, after being found guilty of murder, 
mutilaticn and extortion. 


Various human rights groups, including Amnesty Interna- 
tional, have singled out Alamba for his abuses during his tenure 
as prosecutor. As military prosecutor at the time of the 
assassination of former president Laurent Kabila, Alamba led 
the trial in which 30 people accused of the crime were 
condemned to death, the same sentence now imposed on him. 


Alamba's downfall occurred in September 2003, following the 
murder of Steve Nyembo, a senior official in the Department of 
Taxation. The killers ripped out Nyembo’s genitals before burning 
his body. Police arrested the people who admitted to the killing 
but said that Alamba had ordered them to do it. 


` Alamba was among 22 people charged with murder, 
mutilation of a dead body, concealing arms and association with 
criminals, among other crimes, said Brig-Gen Camille Nawele 
Mukongo, who is the president of the military high court that tried 
them. 


All the 11 people condemned to death had been members 
of the pol ce or army. Five of the accused were sentenced to a 
four-year Drison term each, while six others were acquitted. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, Oct 7) 


EGYPT 


a. 31 persons, mostly Israelis, killed in blasts: 
At least 31 people, mostly Israeli tourists, were killed 
and move than 120 injured when explosions ripped 
through a five-star hotel and a resort in Egypt’s Sinai 
peninsula, Oct 7. 
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Two bombs exploded one after another at the luxury Hilton 
Hotel in the Egyptian resort town of Taba, a favourite holiday 
destination for Israelis bordering the Jewish state, followed by 
two more blasts in two other resorts. 


“Twentynine bodies have been recovered from the hotel, 
situated between the shores of the Red Sea and the mountains 
of Sinai peninsula, where people were vacationing at the close 
of a Jewish holiday, Israel defence forces home front com- 
mander," Major General Yair Nave said. 


However, the toll is expected to rise as more than 38 people 
are still missing after the devastating twin blasts. According to 
sources, a car laden with explosives crashed into the lobby of 
the hotel and exploded, bringing down the 10-storey structure, 
while a suicide bomber blew himself up seconds later near the 
hotel swimming pool. s 


"Two other blasts also occurred about two hours later in 
nearby resort towns of Ras Shitan and Nueiba, killing at least 
two people," they said. 


Major General Nave said among the 31 dead 23 were 
Israelis. Israeli deputy defence minister Zeev Boim was quoted 
as saying that "according to our first information, it appears to 
be an international terror attack with the hallmarks of Al-Qaeda". 


A group calling itself “Islamic unity brigades" claimed 
responsibility for the blasts in a statement posted on an Islamic 
website. The previously unknown group said the attacks were 
to avenge Israel's assassination in March 2004 of Sheikh 
Ahmed Yassin, founder of Hamas militant group. Another 
previously unknown group Jamaa al-Islamiya al-alamiya (world 
Islamist group) also took responsibility for the attacks, which 
forced thousands of panic-stricken Israeli tourists to leave the 
tourist spot. (Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 9) 


Bedouin held for Sinai blasts: Dozens of Bedouin tribes- 
men have been detained on suspicion that they supplied 
explosives for car bomb attacks on two Egyptian resorts. 


Israels counter-terrorism chief, meanwhile, said Israeli 
tourists in Egypt are still in danger and urged them to return 
home immediately. 


Some Israeli officials believe the Al-Qaeda terror network 
was most likely behind the attack, while Egypt said it is too early 
to point to suspects. (Hindu, Madras, Oct 9) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Paris Club agrees to cancel $758 m debt: 
The Paris Club of mainly western creditor nations 
have agreed to cancel US $758 million of Ethiopian 
debt to help end poverty and stimulate growth. 


The debt write-off is part of the Heavily Indebted Poor 
Countries initiative (HIPC), launched in 1996 to ease the burden 
on the world’s poorest countries. 


Ethiopia's external public sector debt was estimated in 2003 
by the International Monetary Fund at $6.8 billion, of which the 
Paris Club nations were owed $1.89 billion as of April 2004. 
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The write-off came as the Ethiopian government launched 
concerted efforts through its diplomats overseas to gain greater 
debt relief. 


According to the Ministry of Finance and Economic Devel- 
opment, Ethiopia allocates up to $100 million a year in debt 
servicing. 


The Paris Club said in a statement issued in the French 
capital, Oct 15, that Ethiopia’s outstanding debt now totalled 
$153 million. "Paris Club creditors welcomed Ethiopia's determi- 
nation to implement a broad-based and rigorous economic 
programme which should provide the basis for sustainable 
economic growth and comprehensive poverty reduction," the 
statement added. 


Representatives of Australia, Austria, Belgium, Finland, 
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, the Russian 
Federation, Sweden, the United Kingdom and United States 
struck the deal. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, Addis Ababa , Oct 19) 


b. Customs, British American Tobacco to 
fight contraband cigarettes: A memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) was signed between Ethio- 
pian Customs Authority (ECA) and British American 
Tobacco (BAT) to enhance cooperation in the fight 
against illicit trade and contraband in cigarette 
products. 


The signing ceremony held at Sheraton Addis, Oct 15, is a 
major step in the fight against illicit trade in cigarettes through 
which the government loses in millions of dollars annually, it was 
-` Stated. Cigarette is the second most smuggled product next to 
second hand clothes, according to ECA. 


British American Tobacco will provide training to customs 
authority officials in countering illicit cigarette trade. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, Weatherburn Head of 
Customs Excise Tobacco operations of the BAT said: "We are 
proud to support the Ethiopian authorities in this positive example 
of working together with the industry on mutual issues.” 


Commander Toumai Aregai, Deputy General Manger of 
Customs said: “As tobacco smuggling is becoming the target 
of transnational organized criminals, our effort to prevent 
the scenario, for sure, intensifies the struggle against 
organized criminals in our region and tackling the counter- 
feiting of tobacco will minimize tax evasion." (Daily Monitor, 
Addis Ababa, Oct 17) 


GAMBIA 


a. Jammeh to serve as ECOWAS chairman in | 


2005: The ECOWAS Parliament sitting in Abuja, 
Nigeria, recently gave approval for Gambia’s Presi- 
dent Yahya Jammeh to serve as the next ECOWAS 
chairman from January 2005, when the term of the 
incumbent Ghana’s President John Kufuor expires. 


The parliament held its sessions from Sept 2 to Sept 11 in 
Abuja. 
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This was stated by the opposition leader Hamat Bah, leader 
of the National Reconciliation Party, speaking to reporters at a 
news conference held in his office in Banjul. 


Bah who is a member of the ECOWAS parliament said The 
Gambia has not been chairperson of the regional economic 
grouping since 1992. 

"We should be proud to be the chairman of ECOWAS at a 
time when member states are preparing to implement the historic 
decision for a common regional currency - the ECO -~ in July 
2005", said Hamat Bah. 


Bah revealed that The Gambia is owing $3 million in arrears 
of contributions to ECOWAS, and urged the government to settle 
the arrears before January 2005. Regarding the ECO currency, 
Bah expressed optimism that by July 2005 The Gambia would 
be part of the common currency. (Gambia Daily News, Banjul, 
Oct 20) 


b. Free AIDS treatment programme launched: 
A free anti-AIDS drug programme launched recently 
in Gambia will benefit people living with HIV and 
AIDS, the country’s Medical Research Council has 
announced. 


According to council director Dr Sam McConkey, between 
15 and 20 people are expected to be treated in the first phase 
of the rollout. McConkey said: "A lot of hard work has gone into 
getting the drugs here, and my hope now is that we will see a 
scaling-up of the antiretroviral programme to benefit more 
people." 

The country's treatment programme is largely financed by a 
US $15 million World Bank aid package. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg, Oct 14) 


GHANA 


a. NGOs attack mining Bill: The National 
Coalition of NGOs on mining has registered its 
disappaintment with the manner in which succes- 
sive governments have continued to handle public 
interest and concerns regarding mining companies 
in the country. 


According to the coalition, over the past few decades, there 
had been an alarming tendency on the part of government to 
gloss over the appalling legacy of mining especially, concerns 
expressed by communities who have long identified mineral 
extraction and processing as a major threat to their livelinood 
and survival. 


Addressing a news conference in Takoradi, Oct 15, a 
spokesman for the coalition, Ato Gaisie, said the coalition 
met the Minister of Mines and articulated concerns ex- 
pressed by. forest fringe communities regarding the govern- 
ment's decision to open up the country's forest reserves for 
mining activities: 

He said instead of looking at the issue critically with the view 
to addressing them, the government quickly redefined the forest 
reserves as productive ones just to pave way for the mining to 
go on and relegated the concerns the coalition raised to the 
background. 
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Gaizie said since 1996, there had been series of cyanide 
spillage into streams as a result of negligence by the mining 
companies but anytime such incidents occurred, government 
Officials were the first to defend the companies without taking 
into account the effect of such spillage. (Ghanaian Chronicle, 
Accra, Oct 20) 


-= GUINEA BISSAU 


a. flutineers promised amnesty: The govern- 
ment of Guinea-Bissau has signed an agreement 
with € group of soldiers who staged a mutiny 
recenty, promising them an amnesty and the 
appoirtment of a new military high command. 


The memorandum of understanding, signed, Oct 10, pardons 
the mutineers who took to the streets of Bissau demanding the 
settlement of pay arrears. It also pardons all other military 
personnel who took part in military uprisings since the country’s 
first coup d’etat in 1980. 


However, before the amnesty becomes effective, it must be 
endorsed by parliament. The agreement, which was signed by 
Prime Minister Carlos Gomes Junior, stipulated that President 
Henriqu2 Rosa, should appoint a new chief of staff of the armed 
forces. The soldiers who took part in the recent uprising killed 
the previous head of the armed forces, General Verissimo 
Correia Seabra, along with Colonel Domingos de Barros, the 
head of human resources of the military establishment. 


The sommanders of the army, navy and air force, and several 
other high-ranking officers went into hiding when the mutiny 
began, Oct 6. Diplomatic sources said they had taken refuge in 
western embassies and were still there, Oct 7. 


The army mutiny was staged by a batallion of 600 soldiers 
which recently completed a nine-month tour with the UN 
peacekeeping force in Liberia. However, it did not spread to the 
rest of the armed forces. Most military units remained sidelined 
from the dispute. (UN Integrated Regional Information Net- 
works, 3issau, Oct 11) 


Annan deplores actions of rebel soldiers: United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Oct 7, deplored the action by a 
group of soldiers in Guinea-Bissau that led to the death, Oct 6, 
of the country’s armed forces Chief of Staff. 


The Secretary-General has asked his Representative in 
Guinea-Bissau, Joco Bernardo Honwana, to continue to lend the 
necessary support to all parties to resolve the crisis peacefully 
and quickly, Annan’s spokesman said. 


Recently the Security Council stressed that the country’s 
political leaders, .public institutions and authorities must perse- 
vere with the peace process beyond the scheduled presidential 
elections in 2005, if they want to reap all the benefits. 


Ambassador Juan Antonio Ya-ez-Barnuevo of Spain, the 
Council’s President for September, said that a donors’ confer- 
ence to be held before the end of 2004 should boost efforts to 
promote stability in Guinea-Bissau, which has been plagued by 
both formal conflict and long-running political and social tensions 
during its post-independence history. (UN News Service, New 
York, Oct 7) 
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IVORY COAST 


a. Rights abuses on the rise in Ivory Coast: 
The United Nations peacekeeping mission in Ivory 
coast has voiced concern at the upsurge of human 
rights violations in the country, pointing in particular 
to an incident at the residence of an opposition 
leader where one of his employees was murdered 
and three others tortured. 


The UN Operation in Ivory Coast (UNOCI) appealed to the 
national authorities to conduct the necessary investigations in 
order to shed light on the incident at the home in Abidjan of 
Alassane Dramane Ouattara, President of the Rally for Repub- 
licans (RDR). 


UNOCI recalled that Security Council members, "in their firm 
condemnation of human rights violations, underscored that the 
fight against impunity was an important element in ending the 
crisis in lvory Coast and demanded that perpetrators of human 
rights violations are held to account.” 


The mission said in a statement that it was ready to 
collaborate with the authorities to help them in their investiga- 
tions, reiterating that its mandate calls for it to "contribute to the 
promotion and the defence of human rights in Ivory Coast, paying 
particular attention to acts of violence committed against women 
and girls and assist in inquiries on the violations of human rights 
to bring to an end to impunity." (UN News Service, New York, 
Oct 8) 


Annan calls for constitutional reform: With the peace 
process in lvory Coast stalled as deadlines for key accords pass 
without action, United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 
Oct 18, urged the parties to make good their pledges to change 
the constitution and begin disarmament. 


Under an accord reached in Accra, Ghana, the parties agreed 
to adopt legislative reforms, revise the constitution’s provisions 
relating to eligibility by nationality for the presidency, and begin 
disarmament. 


Through a statement released, Oct 18, by his spokesman, 
the Secretary-General noted that these provisions "have not 
been met." 


President Laurent Gbagbo, in an address to the nation on 
October 12, said the political crisis should be resolved without 
further delay, a view the spokesman said Annan shared. 


"To this end, the Secretary-General urges the political forces 
in Ivory Coast to ensure the full and unconditional implementa- 
tion" of the Accra IIl agreement, as well as an accord they struck 
in 2003 in Linas-Marcoussis, France, the spokesman said, 
emphasizing the need to address constitutional reform and 
disarmament. 

The Secretary-General “urges adoption of ali legislative 
reforms without delay, and also appeals to all armed elements, 
including militias, to commence disarmament at the earliest." 
(UN News Service, New York, Oct 18) 


[Background info. Ivory Coast, page 1481:a] 
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KENYA l 
Woman environmentalist awarded Nobel Peace prize 


Wangari Maathai, 64, a Kenyan woman who 

started an environmental movement that has 

sa Planted 30 million trees in Africa and who 

has campaigned for women’s rights and 

greater democracy in her home country, is the 
winner of the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize. 


She is the African woman to win the peace prize since it was 
first awarded in 1901. Last year also the prize was awarded to 
a woman-—Shirin Ebadi of Iran, in recognition of her work 
promoting the rights of women and children as a lawyer. 


The Nobel committee chairman, Ole Danbolt Mijoes, an- 
nouncing the 2004 prize, Oct 8, said Wangari Maathai “repre- 
sents an example and a soufce of inspiration for everyone in 
Africa fighting for sustainable development, democracy and 
peace". In choosing her as the peace prize laureate, the Nobel 
committee stretched the traditional bounds of the prize to include 
environmental advocacy. Alfred Nobel, the Swedish inventor of 
dynamite who established the prize in his will in 1895, decreed 
that the prize should go "to the person who shall have done the 
most or the best work for fraternity between the nations, for the 
abolition or reduction of standing armies, and for the holding and 
promotion of peace congresses". 


Asked if the committee had expanded a prize that already 
recognizes human rights advocacy and peacekeeping, Professor 
Mjoes, a physician and former president of the University of 
Tromso, replied, speaking in Norwegian: “It is clear that with this 
award, we have expanded the term ‘peace’ to encompass 
environmental questions related to our beloved Earth". In his 
prepared statement, he added: "Peace on earth depends on our 
ability to secure our living environment". 


Wangari Maathai, born in Nyeri in central Kenya, founded 
the Green Belt Movement in 1977 to organize poor women to 
plant millions of trees to combat deforestation and to replenish 
the sources of fuel for cooking fires in villages. She was beaten 
and jailed during the rule of President Daniel Arap Moi for 
challenging state policies that threatened Kenya’s parks, wildlife 
and forests, and she also travelled broadly to support women’s 
causes. "(VVangari) Maathai stood up courageously against the 
former oppressive regime in Kenya," the Nobel committee said. 
"Her unique forms of action have contributed to drawing attention 
to political oppression. 


She is divorced with three children and serves as the head 
of the Veterinary Anatomy Department at the University of 
Nairobi. Educated in the United States and Kenya, she studied 
biology at Mount St Scholastic College in Kansas and received 
a master's degree from the University of Pittsburgh. Returning 
to Africa, she received a doctorate in biological sciences from 
the University of Nairobi. "(Wangari) Maathai stand at the front 
of the fight to promote ecologically viable social, economic and 
cultural development in Kenya and Africa," Professor Mjoes said. 
"She has taken a holistic approach to sustainable development 


and embraces democracy, human rights and women’s rights in 
particular,” he said, adding, "she thinks globally and acts locally”. 


Women’s rights activist: In 1995, at the Fourth World 
Conference on Women in Beijing, she joined Bella Abzug, her 
long-time friend, and a thousand other women in a march to 
draw attention to the problem of violence against women around 
the world. In a crowd of women dressed in black, she stood out 
wearing a bright yellow print dress for a procession. "I decided 
not to wear black, because | am black,” she told a reporter, using 
a characteristic bravura of speech to demonstrate a passionate 
commitment to women's rights. "No matter how much we fail, 
we must recognize that there is hope. Especially in my region, 
with all the recent slaughter in Rwanda, for even there, the sun 
will rise, and we continue to hope that we can overcome our 
suffering”. 


in 1996, when an international agricultural research organi- 
zation identified poor farmers in the developing world as a 
significant threat to forest lands, Wangari Maathai spoke out, 
saying: "It is very common for people making such conclusions 
to blame poor people. Poor people are the victims, not the cause. 
In Kenya at the moment, we are fighting to protect the remaining 
very few indigenous forests from some of the richest people in 
the country". l 


Now she will be one of the richest people in the country after 
collecting the $1.36 million prize at a ceremony in Oslo on 
December 10, the anniversary of Nobels death. "I am com- 
pletely, completely overwhelmed,” Wangari Maathai told Nor- 
way's TV2 station. "That’s a lot of money. I’ve not had so much 
money in my life. It's so much { don't know what I'll be to do 
with it. But } do know it will go to improve the work we do”. 


“It's a great honour, on me, on my country, on my colleagues, 
on my friends and all my partners throughout the world," she 
told supporters at State House in Nairobi on the day the award 
was announced. She was accompanied by President Mwai 
Kibaki. After Moi lost power in the 2000 elections, she won a 
seat in Parliament, and she serves as Assistant Minister for 
Environment. Later, in an interview, she added, "We have 
changed the way people think about the environment in this 
country". 


Wangari Maathai said she was not surprised that the Nobel 
committee was interested in focusing on environmental issues 
as an aspect of peace. "People are fighting over water, over 
food and over other natural resources," she told Norwegian 
television. "When. our resources become scare, we fight over 
them. In managing our resources and in sustainable develop- 
ment, we plant the seeds of peace". Wangari Maathai is ihe 12th 
woman to win the prize. The current Nobel committee, a 
five-member panel appointed by the Norwegian Parliament in 
early 2003, has three female members. 


Nonetheless, Africa's plight in the modern era of genocidal 
conflict on the continent, an epidemic from the human immu- 
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nodeficiency virus, poor government and continuing poverty 
compelled the Nobel committee to honour Wangari Maathai’s 
uplifting example. "When there is no much bad news about 
Africa", Professor Lundestad said, "we are happy we could point 
to a person who provides guidance for the future". (Patrick E 
Tyler/New York Times Service in Front Line, Madras, Nov 5, 
2004) 


Like a tree, unbowed 


Wangari Maathai has been clubbed in the head 
by riot police officers. She has been denounced as 
a subversive. Her efforts to advocate 

women’s rights in a country where men 
run the show have long been considered quixotic 
at best. But she stood firm through all of that. Some 
people, in fact, have likened her to a tree, perhaps 
one of the ficus trees or elms she had planted 
throughout Kenya—solid and unbowed. 


it is lrees that Wangari Maathai has used to build her 
women’s movement. Through her efforts, women across Africa 
have planted tens of millions of trees and done their part to stop 
the deforestation that has stripped much of the continent bare. 
Wangari Maathai’s Green Belt Movement has also nurtured as 
many women as it has acacias or cedars. Her movement, begun 
in 1977, started with just a handful of seedlings in her backyard. 
It grew tc include hundreds of tree nurseries throughout Africa, 
where seedlings are doled out to women, who plant them on 
both pubic and private lands. For every tree that takes root, the 
woman who planted it earns a small sum. For many women, 
tree planting is now a good deed that also helps make ends 
meet. 


Many women wondered decades ago why Wangari Maathai 
was so devoted to saving trees. It is Africa's women, after all, 
who trek out in the morning with small axes in hand in search 
of firewood to cook the family meal. Some women wondered 
whether 'Nangari Maathai had turned on her fellow women in 
favour of the tree. The answer, of course, was no. Her movement 
has always been as much about women as about trees. "We try 
to make women see they can do something worthwhile", she 
said in an interview with The New York Times in 1989. "And 
we're trying to empower people, to let them identify their 
mistakes, to show they can build, or destroy the environment. 


Wher Kenya’s ruling party sought to put up a 60-story 
skyscraper in a downtown park, Wangari Maathai stood up for 
the people who use the little green space Nairobi has to offer. 
She denounced the proposal and drew the wrath of the 
government, who labelled her movement subversive. Wangari 
Maathai’s work has gone beyond trees. She has played a role 
in fighting for the cancellation of African governments’ foreign 
debts and campaigned against land grabbing, in which members 
of Africa's elite claim public land as their own. Fighting corruption 
has also been one of her causes. 


In 1992, President Daniel Arap Moi unleashed the riot police 
on Wangari Maathai and other women who were holding a hunger 
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strike at a city park to pressure the goverment to release 
political prisoners. Wangari Maathai, who dared to join an 
Opposition party at a time when the government would not 
tolerate dissent, was knocked unconscious by the police. In 
2002, she became a member of Parliament, representing, a 
district that sits at the base of Mount Kenya, Africa's second 
highest peak. She was in that peaceful setting, surrounded by 
trees, when a phone call came alerting her to her Nobel Peace 
Prize. "| am very happy to receive this news at the Toot of Mount 
Kenya," she said in a telephone interview, describing the 
mountain, so tall and solid, as her inspiration over the years. 
She has played a similarly inspirational role for many women, a 
role that will only increase now that she has been named the 
first woman from Africa to win the peace prize. "All of Africa’s 
women won today," said Beatrice Elachi of the National Council 
of Women of Kenya, a group Wangari Maathai was chairwoman 
of from 1981 to 1987. "The culture pulls us down so often. We 
are told to give way to men. But now, thanks to Wangari, every 
woman will know she can make it". (Marc Lacy/New York Times 
Service/Frontiine, Madras, Nov 5, 2004) 


LIBERIA 


a. 150 more persons confirmed HIV/AIDS 
positive in Liberia: The deadly disease HIV/AIDS 
is said to be rapidly spreading across the country 
with many more persons being confirmed positive 
and registered in just a few months in Monrovia. 

Making the disclosure, Oct 13, at an HIV/AIDS awareness 
programme sponsored by the Islamic Guidance Organization in 
collaboration with their American consultants, Nick and: Pat 
Wolfe, the National AIDS Control Program ( NACP) coordinator 
and officer-in-charge, Amos Varney, said his organization has 
single-handedly registered the confirmed cases of 150 persons 
to be living with the HIV/AIDS virus in the country. Varney told 
the over 58 participants that the data confirming his report was 
collected from January to September 2004. He then called on 
the participants to learn the basic facts about the deadly disease 
and live their lives in keeping with what they have learned 
concerning the pandemic. 


The daylong programme was mainly intended for Islamic 
scholars who are mostly residing in the western province of the 
country and on the Bushrod suburb of Monrovia. Earlier, Nick 
Worfe, the American Consultant to the Islamic Guidance 
Organization, said the awareness programme was its stepping 
stone in the country intended to encourage the international 
community that there are people with diverse background living 
together in Liberia. (Inquirer, Monrovia, Oct 20) 


LIBYA 


a. Obasanjo in Libya for Darfur talks: Nigerian 
President Olusegun Obasanjo, on October 17, 
arrived in Tripoli, the Libyan capital, to hold talks 
ao other African leaders on the Darfur crisis in 

udan. 


The African Quintet Summit, which was held at the initiative 
of Obasanjo and at the invitation of Col Muammar Gaddafi, 
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Libyan President and Leader of the Great Al-Fateh Revolution, 
was also attended by President Idriss Debbi of Chad, President 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt, President Omar Hassan Al-Bashir of 
Sudan and Prof Alpha Omar Kounare, Chairman of the African 
Union (AU) and President of Mali. The leaders reviewed the 
situation in Darfur in its different humanitarian, security, political 
and socioeconomic aspects and sought decisions that would 
bring a lasting solution to the drawn-out conflict that has plagued 
the region for 20 months. The conflict has resulted in massive 
loss of human life and property, gross violation of human rights, 
displacement of civilians and the creation of a critical refugee 
problem. 


Obasanjo had arranged to host peace talks between the 
Sudanese Government and representatives of the two rebel 
groups that took up arms against the Arab-dominated Govern- 
ment in Khartoum. Both rebel movements, the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) and the Justice Equity Movement 
(JEM), draw their support from African tribes in the region. 
(Nigeria First, Abuja, Oct 19) 


b. Pay war debt, Gaddafi tells Germany: 
Libya’s President, Muammar Ghaddafi, Oct 15, 
embarrassed the visiting German Chancellor, Ger- 
hard Schroeder, by demanding compensation for 
thousands of landmines left in the Libyan desert 
during the Second World War. 


During talks in Tripoli, Gaddafi complained that dozens of 
Libyans were still being injured and killed by the anti-tank mines, 
which were buried by Gen Erwin Rommel and his retreating army 
more than 60 years ago. Schroeder’s trip came after Libya 
agreed in August to pay $35 million in compensation to the 
non-US victims of a 1986 disco bombing in West Berlin, which 
killed three persons and injured 230. The bombing was widely 
blamed on Libyan agents. The visit also follows the EU's decision 
to lift sanctions and a similar trip to Tripoli by British premier 
Tony Blair in March. (Hindu, Madras, Oct 17) 


MALAWI 


a. Photographer and journalist attacked: 
Photographer Emmanuel Muwamba and journalist 
Pilirani Semu-Banda, of The Nation newspaper, 
escaped with tattered clothes after police attacked 
them as they covered industrial unrest at a tea 
estate in southern Malawi. 


Muwamba told the National Media Institute of Southern Africa 
(NAMISA), that he went to the site to photograph demonstrating 
employees of Chitakale Tea Estates, who were fired in June 
following the estate's privatisation. Muwamba said that five 
policemen assaulted him when he took photographs of the 
workers who resorted to burning tea bushes after their talks with 
management fell through. "They hit my mouth with their batons 
and one of them hit me in the ribs with a butt of a gun," Muwamba 
recalled. The photographer said the police stripped off his shirt 
and tore his vest. while insulting him. 


In a separate interview, Semu-Banda said she attempted to 
rescue her colleague but the police locked her up in her company 


African Chronicle 


October 7—20, 2004 


car and showered insults her. "| have been harassed by the 
police before but this time | froze. The police were so brutal | 
could not reason with them," she said. (Media Institute of 
Southern Africa, Windhoek, Oct 15) 


MAURITANIA 


a. Mastermind behind coup attempt arrested: 
The Mauritanian government has arrested Saleh 
Ould Hanenna, the mastermind of the military 
uprising against President Maaouiya Ould Taya, 
who had been on the run for 16 months. 


Attorney General Mohamed El Ghaith Ould Oumar said the 
former army major had been caught, Oct 9, in Rosso, a town 
on the southern border with Senegal which is the main crossing 
point between the two countries. He told reporters, Oct 10, that 
Ould Hanenna, who was also accused of planning two more 
coup attempts in August and September 2004, had been 
arrested by a joint force of soldiers, police and paramilitary 
gendarmes. 


A police spokesman said three popular Islamic fundamen- 
talist leaders had been arrested for questioning because of their 
suspected involvement with the captured rebel. The attorney 
general said Ould Hanenna, who was drummed out of the army 
in 2000, would be put on trial for trying to overthrow the 
government by force of arms and using "criminal gangs" to try 
and seize control.of the army and conspire against the state. 


Ould Hanenna was the mastermind of a failed coup attempt 
on June 8, 2003 which led to two days of heavy fighting in the 
capital Nouakchott before forces loyal to Ould Taya regained 
control. The government subsequently rounded up 131 members 
of the armed forces who are due to go on trial on November 
21, for their part in the coup atternpt. 


However, Ould Hanenna and several other ringleaders 
escaped capture at the time. (UN Integrated Regional Infor- 
mation Networks, Nouakchott, Oct 12) 


26 suspected plotters released: The government of 
Mauritania has released 26 military personnel who had been 
detained on suspicion of involvement in the failed coup, the 
state-run Mauritanian news agency AMI announced. 


AMI said, Oct 19, that the 11 officers and 15 non-commis- 
sioned officers were freed at the weekend. Ould Hanenna, and 
army captain Abderrahmane Ould Mini, an accomplice who was 
arrested in late September, are expected to join 131 other military 
Officers who are due to go on trial on November 21 for their part 
in the uprising. That led to two days of heavy fighting in the 
capital Nouakchott before forces loyal to the President regained 
control of the city. 


j Ould Taya is a former army colonel who came to power 
through a military coup in 1984, In recent years, his government 
has developed close links with France and the United States 
and has established diplomatic relations with Israel. The latter 
move has angered many of Mauritania’s 2.8 million Muslims. 
(UN integrated Regional Information Networks, Nouakchott, 
Oct 20) 


[Background Info. Mauritania, page 1458:a] 
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NAMIBIA 


a. New labour Bill passed: The long-awaited 
new labour law will come into effect soon. 


After much debate in the National Assembly and the National 
Council the Bill was finally passed by the National Assembly, 
Oct 13. Labour Minister Marlene Mungunda introduced her final 
amendments to the Bill. 


Three weeks ago, the National Assembly considered the 
amendment as suggested by the National Council during their 
review cf the Bill. 


An employee will now be entitled to 24 consecutive working 
days’ leave on full basic wage per year. 


The amendment originally read that the calculation be made 
on 24 consecutive calendar days, which meant that weekends 
could be included in the calculation. The House also agreed to 
include a provision on compassionate leave in the new law, giving 
employees five days’ paid leave to tend to the death or serious 
illness of an immediate family member. (Namibian, Windhoek, 
Oct 15) 


NIGER 


a. First gold bar produced from new mine: 
Fifteen years after the discovery of a goldfield in 
western Niger, the country has produced its first 
gold bar and is looking forward to turning bullion 
exports into a new source of foreign exchange. 


The first 15-kg gold bar from the Samira mine near the 
western frontier with Burkina Faso was cast, Oct 5, in the 
presence of President Mamadou Tandja and other dignatories. 
"The mine will produce an average of 5,000 ounces of gold per 
year for six and-a half years, giving a total of three tonnes," 
Oumarou Massalabi, the Director of Mines at the Ministry for 
Mines and Energy, said. 


"This will result in about 15 billion CFA francs (US$ 28 million) 
of export earnings," he added. Niger is a desperately poor 
country which has a gross domestic product of just US$190 per 
capita and derives a meagre foreign exchange income from 
exports of cotton and uranium. 


The landlocked West African country is the world’s third 
largest producer of uranium, which is used to power nuclear 
power stations. 


The new gold mine at Samira is worked by the Sociiti des 
Mines du Liptako (SML), which is 80 per cent owned by two 
Canadian mining firms. The government of Niger has a 20 per 
cent stake in the. company. i 


Massalabi said it would create 140 new jobs directly and 220 
more indirectly in associated businesses such as electricity 
generation and security services. 


individual prospectors have been panning for alluvial gold in 
the area for the past 20 years, but the state has had little control 
over their activities which have generated very little revenue for 
government coffers. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Niamey, Oct 8) 
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NIGERIA 


a. Strike fuels price fears: Trade unions in 
Nigeria, Oct 13, threatened to extend a three-day 
general strike which has shut down much of the 
country and driven world oil prices to a record high. 


The stoppage was due to end, Oct 14, but labour leaders 
said it would continue if the Government used heavy-handed 
tactics against the strikers. At least two persons have been killed 
in clashes between protesters and the police, a modest toll 
compared with previous strikes, but the unions signalled that 
they would maintain their momentum. 


"The strike is going on and it’s quite effective across the 
country,” said Owei Lakemfa, a spokesman for the Nigeria 
Labour Congress. "We have told the police that if the arrests 
and harrassment continue, we'll have to extend the strike”. 


Oddly, given the impact on world oil prices, the strike was 
called to reverse steep rises in local fuel prices following the 
slashing of State subsidies. The Government of President 
Olusegun Obasanjo sought a court injection, Oct 13, to stop the 
shutdown, claiming it was illegal and unconstitutional to strike 
for reasons unrelated to working conditions. But a high court in 
Abuja rejected the request. The Nigeria Labour Congress, an 
unbrella union body, was delighted. "We cannot be deterred in 
our struggle," said a spokesman. (Hindu, Madras, Oct 15) 


[Background Info. Nigeria, page 1483:a] 


RWANDA 


a. Prosecution witness assassinated in 
Rwanda: A man was assassinated in Rwanda one 
month after returning from Arusha, Tanzania, where 
he had testified at the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (ICTR). 


Bosco Nyemanzi, a confessed genocide criminal, was killed, 
Oct 16, at his home in Kaduha, Gikongoro (southern Rwanda) 
after he returned from giving evidence against Colonel Aloys 
Simba, a genocide suspect whose trial was adjourned in 
September. According to the Rwandan senior attorney Em- 
manuel Rukangira, eight suspects, including the victim's wife, 
Anne-Marie Mukashema, have been arrested in connection with 
the death. Rukangira said that Mukashema "was cooperating 
with the investigations". But he disciosed that one of the suspects 
had escaped from custody. 


The spokesperson of the ICTR, Roland Amoussouga 
confirmed, Oct 15, that the victim had testified against Simba in 
September under the pseudonym "YH" to protect his identity. 
He said the motive behind the murder was not yet known. 


A senior member of the witness protection section of the 
ICTR went to Kigali to investigate the matter. Amoussouga, 
however, pointed out that there was no evidence yet to link the 
assassination of Nyemanzi to his testifying at the ICTR. 
(Hirondelle News Agency, Lausanne, Oct 20) 


Father Seromba ordered gendarmes to kill Tutsi refu- 


gees: A prosecution witness in the trial of Father Athanase 
Seromka who is the first Catholic priest to be tried for genocide 
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before the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda(ICTR), Oct 
14, claimed that, “Seromba ordered gendarmes to shoot at Tutsis 
refugees on April 15, 1994". The witness code-named "CBJ" to 
protect his identity was being cross-examined by Patrice Monthe 
of Cameroon who is the co-counsel for Father Seromba. CBJ 
was shown pictures and asked about events which took place 
on April 15. He said, “Seromba was on the balcony of the upper 
floor of the presbytery when he saw refugees climbing on the 
wall to get into the church court yard". The witness claimed 
Seromba asked gendarmes and Interahamwe nearby, "why are 
these people climbing the wall?" immediately afterwards the 
gendarmes opened fire on the refugees, among whom was a 
Tutsi teacher named Anicet Gatare. CBJ continued to describe 
how Seromba was watching when, “Gendarmes took the mortal 
remains of Anicet, dragged him near the courtyard of the 
presbytery, undressed him and started to humiliate him". The 
witness claimed that, "Seromba started throwing bottles of beer 
to praise the Interahamwe down below’. (Hirondelle News 
Agency, Lausanne, Oct 14) 

[Background Info. Rwanda, page 1484:a] 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. UNAMSIL troops pull out of Kono: The last 
batch of Pakistani troops deployed in Kono district 
made a final pullout from the district as part of 
UNAMSIL’s drawdown plan. 


Thousands of Koidu town residents displayed banners 
bidding farewell to the peacekeepers who contributed immensely 
to development of the district through humanitarian assistance. 
Local authorities in the district also organized a farewell banquet 
for the departing peacekeepers as an appreciation for the 
Pakistanis role in bringing peace to the country. (Concord 
Times, Freetown, Oct 20) 


b. Kabbah urged to release journalist from 
detention: The Association of Independent Media 
Editors (ASIME) has requested the President of 
Sierra Leone Ahmed Tejan Kabbah to release from 
detention Paul Kamara, Editor of Daily For Di 
People. 


Kamara was jailed recently by the Tejan Kabah-led Govern- 
ment on charges of "Seditiously libelling the President". ASIME, 
which is an Association comprising Independent Media Editors 
in Liberia, is urging the Kabbah Govemment to immediately 
release Kamara to enable him continue his journalistic duty as 
enshrined by the Declaration of Human Rights Charter under 
the United Nations for its members to uphold the practice of free 
press in their respective countries. 


According to an ASIME release, Kamara, like any other 
Sierra Leonean, needs to enjoy his civil liberty and practice 
his profession without hindrance from the Sierra Leonean 
Government. The Association said the struggle for democratic 


change in Sierra Leone was not only fought for by politicians ` 


of that country; but journalists and other well-meaning people 
around the world. ASIME called for the abrogation of 
draconian laws,. which it added, impeded Public Order Act. 
(News, Monrovia, Oct 18) 
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SOMALIA 


a. New President sworn in: The President-elect 
of the Transitional Federal Republic of Somalia, 
Abdullahi Yusuf Anmed, was sworn in at a colourful 
ceremony held in Nairobi, capital of neighbouring 
Kenya, Oct 14. 


The function was witnessed by seven other presidents and 
several political leaders from Africa and Yemen. Addressing 
those who attended the ceremony, Kenya’s President Mwai 
Kibaki called on Somali leaders who lost the presidential election 
to support the president-elect in bringing peace to their country. 


"This is an independence day for the people of Somalia, and 
a time to leave your personal differences behind and rebuild 
your country," President Kibaki told Somali nationals. 


Nigeria’s President Olusegun Obasanjo, who is also the 
chairman of the African Union (AU), told the President-elect to 
appoint visionary technocrats into ministerial positions when he 
embarks on forming a government. While addressing the heads 
of state and government after his swearing-in, Abdullahi Yusuf 
promised to appoint a cabinet based on merit and not clannish 
tendencies, while at the same time warning those interested in 
re-igniting war that they have no room in the new Somalia. "You 
know that with your support my government will not tolerate any 
war-mongers," President Abdullahi told his compatriots. (Catho- 
lic Information Service for Africa, Nairobi, Oct 15) 


Promises to stabilise war-torn country: A veteran Somali 
politician and former military officer, Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, won 
the presidential election held in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi, and 
immediately vowed to re-establish stability in the country, 
ravaged by factional warfare since 1991. 


"Having given me the honour by electing me, | pledge before 
you and the international community to work hard to reconcile 
Somalis to bring back peace and security and revive the country," 
said the 69-year-old Yusuf soon after he was declared Somalia's 
president-elect. Yusuf, who was declared winner in the run-off 
round of the poll, has served as president of the northeastern 
self-declared autonomous region of Puntland since 1998. He 
beat his rival, former cabinet minister and diplomat Abdullahi 
Ahmed Addow by 189 to 79 of the votes cast by members of 
the transitional-federal parliament which was constituted in 
August. Twenty-four candidates were either eliminated in the 
first round or withdrew from the race. 


"| will do my best to serve you but if | am unable, | will go 
back to parliament and ask them to elect another president," 
pledged Abdullahi Yusuf. He urged the international community 
to "assist us in reconstruction". Conceding defeat, Addow said 
he would help the new government "in any capacity" to restore 
peace and propriety in Somalia. Somalia ceased to function as 
a modern state in 1991 when armed groups overthrew the regime 
of Muhammad Siyad Barre, precipitating a ruinous civil war that’ 
saw numerous warring warlords and their militias carve out the 
country into fiefdoms. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, Oct 11) 


[Background Info. Somalia, page 1470:a] 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Fund shortage hits land reforms: Land 
Affairs and Agriculture Minister Thoko Didiza con- 
ceded, Oct 19, that government would not be able 
to raise the R13bn needed to complete its pro- 
gramme of land restitution by 2006 as expected. 


The main aim of the land reforms, which includes restitution 
and redistribution, is to ensure that 30% of farmland is in black 
hands ky 2014, but only 3% of that land has been transferred 
to black owners so far. Land reform in SA has become an urgent 
priority fr government to avoid forcible seizure and redistribution 
of land as it has occurred in Zimbabwe . 


Land rights groups, unions and political parties have warned 
the county will go the same route if land is not given back to 
landless blacks as speedily as possible. Realising that the current 
budget ‘will not enable the land claims commission to meet the 
target, covernment is exploring other “creative” forms of raising 
the funds for the restitution programme, including obtaining 
external funding from international donor organisations and 
negotiating joint partnerships between claimants and owners of 
disputec farms. (Business Day, Johannesburg, Oct 20) 


SUDAN 


a. Toll in. Darfur region since March rises to 
70,00C: Up to 70,000 people made homeless by 
conflict in Darfur have died as a direct result of their 
squalid and precarious living conditions since 
(WHO according to the World Health Organization 

I. 


"Furher work will be needed to estimate the proportions of 
these deaths that are due to different causes, but most are due 
to diarmoeal diseases exacerbated by malnutrition," David 
Nabarro, Representative of WHO Director-General Lee Jong- 
wook for Health Action in Crises, said, Oct 16. He estimated the 
average mortality rate for all internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
in the region's three states during August to be 2.6 per 10,000 
per day. Nabarro said the broad range between worst and best 
case scenarios "reflects the varying conditions throughout the 
three Darfur states and the commune uncertainty because of 
access problems." 


Since the outbreak of fighting early 2003 between the 
Government of Sudan and two rebel groups, some 1.65 million 
people Fave been uprooted from their homes in Darfur, a vast 
region the size of France, with some 200,000 of them living in 
refugee zamps in neighbouring Chad. (UN News Service, New 
York, Oct 18) 


Food crisis: Rural communities across western Sudan's 
strife-torn Darfur region are facing a food crisis that could be 
worse than the famines that hit the region in the 1980s and 90s, 
an assessment team of the International Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC) said. The team evaluated food security in 20 rural 
villages across Darfur in September and concluded that agricul- 
ture had collapsed, and a combination of insecurity and drought 
had destroyed traditional coping mechanisms of communities in 
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Darfur. In many cases, farmers’ seeds and tools had been looted 
and their cattle stolen. 


Commenting on the ICRC findings, Peter Smerdon, spokes- 
person of the World Food Programme (WFP) in Nairobi, said: 
"An estimated 1.89 million people are currently in need of food 
aid in Darfur." 


He said that WFP had managed to deliver food to an 
estimated 1.3 million people, although the agency intended to 
reach two million by the end of 2004. "We expect the number 
of people in need of food assistance to rise," said Smerdon. 


Farmers had resorted to using what little income they had 
to buy food from the local markets, ICRC said, adding that the 
trend had led to a dramatic rise in the price of food. Millet and ` 
sorghum, for example, were now two or three times more 
expensive than they were in 2003. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi, Oct 19) 


Reports of attacks against displaced persons in Darfur: 
The United Nations is continuing to receive fresh reports of 
attacks against internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Sudan’s 
strife-torn Darfur region, where tens of thousands of people have 
already been killed and more than 1.65 million others are 
displaced. 


Some IDPs from the village of Uma Kasara in south Darfur, 
one of three states in the region, told UN humanitarian officials 
that unidentified gunmen burned their village on October 2, UN 
spokesman Stephane Dujarric told reporters, Oct 15. They said 
about 650 families from their village and two neighbouring 
villages had to flee because of the attack. Three policemen were 
reported killed. UN agencies have also been informed of other 
attacks and burnings in villages across south Darfur. 


IDPs are still arriving at the already overcrowded camp in 
Kalma, close to the state capital of Nyala, joining an estimated 
60,000 residents there. More than 1.45 million people are 
internally displaced within Darfur and another 200,000 live as 
refugees in neighbouring Chad, part of what UN senior officials 
have described as the world’s worst humanitarian crisis. (UN 
News Service, New York, Oct 15) 


Army nets LRA commander: The army attacked the Lord's 
Resistance Army (LRA) rebels’ Sick Bay in southern Sudan, Oct 
13, captured Kony's overall commander, Lt. Col. Otim Latin Munu 
and killed three fighters. 


The northern army spokesperson, Lt. Paddy Ankunda, said 
they attacked the only remaining LRA group in southern Sudan. 
In a press release, Oct 12, he said the UPDF would continue 
to hunt for the LRA remnants in Sudan. Ankunda said Capt. 
Ochen, who commanded an LRA attack on Abia camp in Lira 
district, in which many civilians were massacred earlier in 2004 
was shot dead by the UPDF in Pader district. He said Ochen, who 
was the deputy commander of the LRA Stokree Brigade, was killed 
at Wol sub-county in Agago county. LRA leader Joseph Kony is 
said to have crossed from Sudan to Uganda with most of his field 
commanders and fighters. Ankunda said since Kony crossed to 
Uganda, many of his field commanders and fighters have either 
been killed or captured. (New Vision, Kampala, Oct 14) 


{Background Info. Sudan, page 1458:a] 
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ZANIBIA 


a. Over 3,000 landmines destroyed: Zambia 
has destroyed 3,345 of her 6,691 stock of anti-per- 
sonnel land mines (APMs) ahead of the 2005 
deadline set by the United Nations convention on 
the stockpile, production and transfer of anti-per- 
sonnel mines. 


Foreign Affairs Minister Kalombo Mwansa said at the 
inaugural destruction of APMs at Nanking training camp at 
Mikango Barracks in Lusaka, Oct 19, that the destruction of the 
Zambian stock brings the total of APMs destroyed in Africa to 
533,345. Mwansa said the figures took the continent closer to 
the dream of African leaders who resolved in 1997 to make Africa 
an APM-free zone. The Foreign Affairs minister said anti-per- 
sonnel landmines had caused more problems for poor countries 
like Zambia than benefits. 


"Long after the end of hostilities, civilians in former conflict 
zones continue to run the risk of a deadly, often invisible enemy, 
the anti-personnel landmines," Mwansa said. The minister said 
land mines were a threat to the security, stability and progress 
of affected countries and placed an enormous financial burden 
from expensive clearing ventures. 


"It is estimated that an anti-personnel land mine can be 
bought at US$3, yet it cost up to US$1,000 to clear a single 
mine,” Mwansa. He said the magnitude of economic, technical 
and organisational resources required to clear mines and 
rehabilitate the victims was beyond the capacity of developing 
countries like Zambia. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, Oct 20) 


b. Ex-army chief appears in court for abuse 
of authority: Former Zambia Army commander 
Lieutenant General Geojago Musengule, Oct 13, 
appeared in the Lusaka madgistrate’s court on 
charges of abuse of authority. 


Lt Gen Musengule is jointly charged with Base Chemicals 
chief executive Amon Sibande for abuse of authority and corrupt 
practices. However, the case could not take off because the trial 
magistrate Mwamba Chanda to whom the case was allocated, 
Oct 13, was unwell. Lt Gen Musengule is charged on five counts 
of corrupt practices by a public officer and two counts of abuse 
of authority. Sibande, on the other hand, is charged with five 
counts of corrupt practices together with a public officer. 

The particulars of the offences are that Lt Gen Musengule 
as army commander, abused his authority of office by engaging 
Base Chemicals to supply fuel worth US $1,278,511.46 to the 
Zambia Army between January 1, 2001 and June 30, 2001. 
(Post, Lusaka, Oct 14) 


c. Chiluba denies stealing $488, 000: Former 
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This is a matter in which former President Frederick Chiluba 
is charged on six counts of theft by a public servant. Chiluba, 
60, is jointly appearing with former Access Financial Services 
(AFS) directors Faustin Kabwe and Aaron Chungu. The duo is 
also separately charged with theft of US $420,000 and K200 
million. The money is alleged to have been stolen between 1998 
and 12000. Chiluba who was accompanied by his wife Regina 
occasionally smiled as he categorically denied each of the counts 
read out by magistrate Chinyama. (Post, Lusaka, Oct 12) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Tsvangirai acquitted in treason case: 
Zimbabwe's Opposition leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, 
was found not guilty of treason charges, Oct 15. 


The ruling came as a surprise, because of the widespread 
expectation that the President, Robert Mugabe, would be able 
to impose his will on a court system that has been criticised as 
political and corrupt. Judge Paddington Garwe, ruling in the 
Harare High Court, pronounced the Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC) leader innocent in a long-awaited judgment. 


Tsvangiraia’s -supporters burst into applause inside the 
courtroom when the verdict was announced. His wife Susan 
hugged and kissed him while defence attorney George Bizos 
stood with tears of joy streaming down his face. 


Outside the courthouse, opposition party supporters cheered 
and danced for joy while riot police tried to get them to disperse. 
Sombre-looking ruling party militants stood nearby, watching the 
celebrations silently. Tsvangirai said “not guilty" to journalists, 
and then got into his car and drove away. 


The charges stemmed from State accusations that Tsvangirai 
plotted to kill Mugabe with the help of a Canada-based political 
consultant, Ari Ben Manashe. There had been widespread 
speculation that Tsvangirai would be convicted. However, Garwe, 
who took 1 hour and 20 minutes to read his judgment, said the 
State had to prove that Tsvangirai made a request to Ben 
Menashe to assist in the assassination of Mugabe. 


"No request was ever made,” said Garwe. He said it was 
clear that Ben Menashe wanted to entrap Tsvangirai. He also 
said the Canadian consultant was not a reliable witness, had 
accepted money from the State and that his testimony was not 
supported by any independent credible witness. 


Opposition party leaders hailed the judgment. “The acquittal 
is a huge blow to the force of tyrany,” said Gibson Sibanda, the 
vice-president of the party. The charges were based on a grainy 
4 1/2 hour video recorded by hidden cameras during a meeting 
between Tsvangirai and Ben Menashe in Monteal on December 
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ANGOLA 


a. About 90,000 refugees to return home: 
About 30,000 Angolan refugees settled in neigh- 
bouring countries may return home within the 
framework of a voluntary and organized repatriation 
process being carried out by the local Government 
and supported by the UNHCR. 


According a source, the refugees will come from Congo, 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DR), Zambia, Namibia, Bot- 
swana and South Africa. The first group from Brazzaville may 
arrive in November. 


There are about 500,000 Angolan refugees living in neigh- 
bouring countries, according to officiall figures. (Angola Press 
Agency, Luanda, Oct 31) 


BOTSWANA 


a. Mogae sworn in: President Festus Mogae 
took his third oath of office, Nov 1, following 
Botswana Democratic Party’s victory in the general 
elections. 


Mogze was sworn in by Chief Justice Julian Nganunu, in 
front of dignitaries, including former and newly elected Members 
of Parliament. Catholic Bishop Boniface Setlalekgosi graced the 
ceremony at the National Assembly. 


Mogée accepted the responsibilities bestowed upon him ' 


and reafiirmed his duty to improving the lives of people of 
Botswana. 


He urged the newly elected MPs and councillors to live up 
to the promises they made to the electorate during the 
campaigns. He commended all the political parties which took 
part in the general elections, saying that political opposition 
enriched democracy, enhanced public debates on national issues 
and enabled the electorate to make informed choices. 


“Above ail, they lent credibility and legitimacy to the 
outcome,’ he said. He called on the newly elected MPs and 
councillors to take the leadership responsibilities bestowed upon 
them by ihe electorate seriously. 


“Together we have a contract and common purpose to 
eradicate poverty, create employment and combat the HIV/AIDS 
scourge. The situation demands urgent action and the needs 
are compelling,” he said. (Reporter, Gaborone, Nov 2) 


Regional observers hail elections: Two regional observer 
missions have greeted the general elections as free and fair. 
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Both the SADC Parliamentary Forum and the Electoral 
Institute of Southern Africa (EISA) said the elections were held 
in a conducive legal environment. (Reporter, Gaborone, Nov 2) 
[Background Info. Botswana, page 1477:a] 


CHAD 


a. Ethnic clash in south kills 12, wounds- 16: 
Ethnic fighting between rival mobs of Muslim and 
non-Muslim residents killed 12 people and injured 
another 16 in the south Chadian town of Bebedjia, 
the country’s defence minister said, Nov 1. 


Bebedjia lies about 35 km from Chad's oilfields at Doba, the 
largest private sectcr investment ever undertaken in Africa, which 
have been pumping crude oil for the last year. Residents in the 
town, most of whose inhabitants are Christian or practise 
traditional African religions, say its proximity to the oil project 
has attracted people looking for jobs, notably nomadic Muslims 
from the north of Chad. 


"A dispute between a trader and a customer escalated," 
Defence Minister Emmanuel Naringar said in the capital, 
Ndjamena. Officials and aid workers said the violence had flared, 
Oct 27, when a young trader belonging to the Ngambaye ethnic 
group, dominant in the south-western region of the country, refused 
to sell a bag to a Muslim from the north. Their fight then sucked 
in other members of their communities. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Ndjamena , Nov 1) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. UN welcomes security agreement: The 
United Nations peacekeeping operation in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR), Oct 27, 
welcomed a tripartite agreement signed by the DR, 
Rwanda and Uganda. 


The accord, endorsed, Oct 26, in Rwanda’s capital, Kigali, 
was the result of talks among the foreign ministers of the three 
countries, organized by the United States deputy assistant 
secretary of state for African affairs Don Yamamoto. 


The UN Organization Mission in the DRC (MONUC) attended 
as an observer, along with representatives of the European 
Union (EU) and Burundi. (UN News Service, New York, Oct 27) 


b. Katanga rebel leader succmbs to injuries: 
The leader of an armed group, which seized control 
of the town of Kilwa in the southeastern province 
of Katanga in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, is dead. 
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"Alain Ilunga. Mukalyi died on October 17 of his wounds," 
Chikez Diemu, the deputy governor of Katanga, said. 


Mukalyi headed a group of 30 combatants who, on October 
15, took the mining town on the western shore of Lake Mweru. 


He was wounded during a government counter-offensive on 
October 16 in which the army retook the town. 


Mukalyi fled, having been shot several times, but he was 
captured by local civilians, who took him to military authorities 
in the town. He was admitted to a local hospital and underwent 
surgery. He died hours later. 


Twenty-seven other combatants were also killed in the 
counter offensive. The army captured two others alive. Security 
Officials are now trying to ascertain who the attackers were and 
who supported them. ' 


Numerous political leaders in the province have been 
arrested. Human rights groups and newspapers in the capital, 
Kinshasa, denounced the arrests. 


In Lubumbashi, the provincial capital, "a dozen people have 
been arrested arbitrarily", said Jean-Claude Katende, head of 
the Lubumbashi NGO, Association Africaine de difense des 
droits de Phomme. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Kinshasa, Oct 28) 


EGYPT 


a. Govt recognises new political party: Egyp- 
tian authorities officially recognized a new political 
party, Oct 27, a party official said. 


The political parties committee of the Shura Council, the 
advisory upper house of parliament, approved the liberal Al-Ghad 
(Tomorrow) Party, press officer Gameela Ismail said. 


"Al-Ghad has been approved. The committee gave its 
approval for the party today (Oct 27) ... On the party’s fourth 
presentation," she said. 


A court was expected within weeks to rule on the party's 
appeal against a previous rejection, she added. 


With the recognition of Al-Ghad, Egypt now has 18 
recognised political parties, many of which obtained licences 
to operate after judicial challenges to initial refusals from the 
committee, which is dominated by government supporters. 


The opposition has about 25 of the 444 elected seats in 
parliament. The committee turned down an application for 
official recognition from a moderate Islamist party in early 
October. 


In July it rejected applications from the Egyptian National 
Party and from the Al-Ghad Party. 


Party activists said at the time the committee had told them 
their pctitical platforms were similar to existing parties, removing 
the need to establish new ones. (East African Standard, 
Nairobi, Oct 28) 
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ERITREA 


a. Eritrea, Nigeria sign manpower pact: Nige- 
ria is to supply Eritrea 25 volunteers in different 
technical fields. — 


This is contained in the technical manpower assistance 
agreement signed by the two countries in Abuja at the-weekend. 
The agreement was part of the technical aid scheme established 
in 1987 by Nigeria to provide expertise to friendly African 
countries. So far, 1,800 Nigerian volunteers have served in the 
scheme. : 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, director Technical Aid 
Corps (TAC), Mamman Daura said the signing of the agreement 
will strengthen the already friendly existing relations between 
both countries. 


"Eritrea being a young country requires all the assistance for 
fast development and Nigeria is happy to be part of that effort 
through TAC,” said Daura. i 


Eritrean ambassador to Nigeria, Daniel Yohannes, said 
Nigeria is the first country to send volunteers to work in his 
country and he expressed satisfaction that the “blessing” is 
coming from the South-South, thereby demonstrating practically 
what is meant by African integration. Through the scheme, 
Nigeria shares her know-how and expertise with other countries 
in various skills including engineering, administration and 
agriculture and gives assistance on the basis of the assessed 
and perceived need of recipient countries and facilitates 
meaningful contacts between the youths of Nigeria and those of 
recipient countries. (This Day, Lagos, Nov 1) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Sweden, UNDP sign agreement to support 
elections in 2005: The Counsellor at the Swedish 
Embassy, Ms Ingrid Lofstrom-Borg, and Modibo 
Toure, the resident representative of UNDP, Ethio- 
pia, signed, Oct 14, an agreement in support of the 
basket fund sponsoring the Multi-Donor Assistance 
for the national elections in 2005. 


The contribution of 12 million birr from Sweden should be 
seen in the context of pledges estimated at over 4.5 million USD 
for the Donor Subgroup on elections chaired by Sweden. 


The overall objective of the Multi-Donor Trust Fund Project 
is to contribute to the development of a free, open and 
accountable political system of governance and the consolidation 
of democracy in Ethiopia through the organization and to conduct 
the forthcoming national elections in May 2005, in accordance 
with the Constitution. 


The current project is designed to assist the National 
Electoral Board of Ethiopia (NEBE) with the conduct and overall 
management of the electoral process in cooperation with a range 
of national stakeholders to carry out various activities, including 
the provision of civic education by civil society organizations, the 
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training of political party agents, support to the media and the 


- 


training of judges and prosecutors on electoral disputes. (Addis 
Tribune, Addis Ababa, Oct 15) 


b. Ethiopian asylum seekers on hunger strike 
in Oslo: Thirteen Ethiopian asylum seekers have 
started a hunger strike in Oslo Cathedral and have 
applied for church asylum. 


They have all had their application for residence in Norway 
turned down, and had to leave the asylum centre where they 
lived. A spokesman for the Ethiopian refugees said they do not 
have a place to live and no money for food. The 13 said they 
fear for their lives if returned to Ethiopia, and the hunger strike 
is in protest against Norwegian asylum policy. 


A spokesperson for the Oslo Cathedral said the 13 have 
been given permission to stay in the church for the time being. 
(Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, Oct 15) 


GUINEA 


a. 12 soldiers put on trial for coup plot after 

11 months in jail: Twelve Guinean soldiers who 

were detained in 2003 were put on trial recently on 

a of piotting to overthrow President Lansana 
onte. 


The government had not previously admitted holding the men 
who were arrested in November 2003, during the run-up to 
presidential elections on December 2003. 


Conte, a former army colonel who has ruled Guinea with a 
firm hand since coming to power in a 1984 coup, was returned 
virtually unopposed for a further seven-year term after all the 
main opposition parties boycotted the poll. 


Earlier in October 2004, the government released on bail 10 
civilians and two other military officers who had been arrested 
in the same pre-election security sweep after their relatives 
petitioned Justice Minister Mamadou Sylla. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Conakry Oct 28) 


[Background Info. Guinea, page 1480:a] 


GUINEA BISSAU 


a. UN Council condemns use of force in 
Guinea-Bissau: Reacting to the recent assassina- 
tions of top military officials in Guinea-Bissau, the 
United Nations Security Council, Nov 2, said the 
parties in the country must not attempt to seize 
power by force. 


in a statement read out in an open meeting by the Council's 


President for the month, Ambassador John C. Danforth of the - 


United States, the Council condemned in the strongest terms 
the use of force to settle differences or address grievances. It 
also stressed the need for urgent international measures to deal 
with restructuring of country’s armed forces, and to assist the 
Government in tackling the crisis. 
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The October 6 actions by mutinous soldiers led to deaths of 
the Armed Forces Chief of Staff, Gen. Verissimo Correia Seabra, 
and the Chief of Human Resources, Col. Domingos de Barros. 


The Council stressed that the Government and national 
authorities must remain committed to the promotion of the rule 
of law. “= 


The 15-member body urged all political parties to continue 
working, in good faith, with national authorities to complete 
implementation of the Transitional Charter before the holding of 
the presidential elections by April 2005. (UN News Service, 
New York, Nov 2) 


[Background Info. Guinea Bissau, page 1493:a] 


IVORY COAST 
a. Censorship of opposition newspapers 
condemned: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) 
has condemned the latest campaign of censorship 
and intimidation against opposition news media. 


In recent days, gangs of young people have been roaming 
the streets of Abidjan, threatening and attacking street vendors 
who sel! opposition newspapers and tearing up copies of the 
newspapers targeted. The violence began three days after an 
anti-rebel movement called for the "withdrawal from the market" 
of all newspapers that support the rebellion and the G7 
opposition coalition, “until the disarmament.” * 


"We protest these illegal raids, because tolerating this kind 
of political censorship encourages arbitrary power," RSF said: 
"We expect the Ivoirian government to take steps to punish this 
behaviour and the groups involved, and to guarantee the 
diversity of the Ivoirian press." 


The organisation pointed out that Article 9 of the Constitu- 
tion's first chapter states that free expression is “guaranteed to 
everyone, subject to respect for the law, the rights of others, 
national security and public order". 


“Those who instigated this censorship by means of vandalism 
should bring it to an immediate end since they profess their 
attachment to constitutional legality’,” RSF added. (Reporters 
Sans Frontieres, Paris, Nov 1) 


(Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1493:a] 


KENYA 


a. MPs clear minister over Anglo Leasing 
scandal: Finance Minister David Mwiraria was, Oct 
28, cleared of any wrongdoing over the Sh7 billion 
Anglo Leasing Finance Ltd tender scandal after the 
Government won a crucial vote on the report in 
Parliament. 


It took only 59 MPs - 31 who voted for and 28 against—for 
the Government to bulldoze amendments to a motion on the 
report by the Parliamentary Accounts Committee (PAC) that was 
highly critical of Mwiraria’s role in awarding the tenders. The 
Governments win against the report, which had squarely blamed 
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Mwiraria for the scandal, is bound to raise fresh questions on 
its own commitment to fighting graft. But even more worrying 
was the absence of 162 MPs who skipped the important debate 
thus raising concern about Parliament's commitment as a 
collective public watchdog against dirty dealings by Government 
officials. 


The contentious parts of the PAC report that were amended 
read as follows: "The Committee recommends the Minister for 
Finance be held responsible for allowing his Ministry to involve 
the Government in.a very expensive project with Anglo Leasing 
Finance Ltd whose physical location, directors and shareholders 
were unknown. 


“The Committee further recommends that for any fraudulent 
activity or embezzlement of funds in a Ministry, the relevant 
Minister. must be held responsible because the ECOUBUNG 
Officer operates under his/her instructions. 


“The Minister and his Accounting Officer should pay for any 
loss incurred by the government as a result of such activities,” 
the report said. (East African Standard, Nairobi, Oct 29) 


b. 78 private schools closed: Seventy eight’ 


Mombasa private schools, said to be illegal, have 
been closed in recent months. 


They include 14 secondary and 64 primary schools which 
have been opened in the past one year following the introduction 
of free primary education, said district commissioner Maalim 
Mohammed. Among them is the Professional Development 
Services (PDS) where 200 candidates missed the Form Four 
examinations. 


The secondary schools include Chaani, Mwangaza, 
Queesiang, Serai and PDS Ocean Creek in Changamwe. Others 
are Linefield Senior Academy, Junda High school, St Saddock 
Mixed Secondary and Brainsworth in Kisauni. Also affected are 
Pwani High, Vision Girls, Aroman Hill Academy, Dons uga and 
PDS Tusks branch. 


Mohammed said the secondary schools had 1,548 students 
and 100 of them had been moved to public schools in the town. 


He said the majority of the students in the affected schools 
had poor marks and could not find places in public school. 
(Nation, Nairobi, Oct 28) 

c. Kibaki pleads with donors: President Kibaki, 
Oct 12, reaffirmed his commitment to fighting 
corruption and asked donor countries to be patient 
as he continued to wage a war on graft. 


"Fighting corruption is not an event but a process: it is a war 
that cannot be won in a single battle,” he told an international 
anti-corruption conference in Nairobi. "It involves changing 
people and systems, it involves changing culture and uprooting 
systems of patronage that have existed since and before 
Independence,” he said. 


Kibaki spoke out’as the local branch of corruption watchdog 
Transparency International complained that the urge to hold on 
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to power coupled with a-lack of political will was hampering 
Kenya's fight against graft. Local World Bank chief Mukhtar Diop, 
however, was quick to endorse the Government's efforts which, 
he said, were heading in the right direction. 


The President said the Government should not be judged 
on perceptions but by the actions it was taking to fight the vice. 
He admitted that the public and donor countries had high 
expectations of his Government's ability to speed up the fight. 


“They have sought to judge our policies on the basis of 
perceptions. We therefore plead to be judged by the actions we 
have taken and are continuing to take to eradicate corruption,” 
he said. (Nation, Nairobi, Oct 13) 

NYANG’OMA (Kenya): Kenyan-American run- 
ning for US senate seat: In this country, Big Men 
have traditionally taken care of their hometowns. 
So it is that Eldoret, the tribal homeland 
of former President Danie! arap Moi, 
has an international airport and some of the 
smoothest roads around. 


The people of Nyang'oma are dreaming of similar good 


Spotlight. 


_ fortune for their village. The difference is that the Big Man of 


Nyang'oma is running for a United States seat in Illinois. 


The candidates, Barack Obama, has family in this tiny 
farming village in western Kenya where his father, also named 
Barack, is buried in the yard of a humble home. His grandfather's 
grave is just step away. Inside the tin-roofed house, sArah Ogwel 
Onyango, Obama's Stegrandmother, has a sack full of ‘photos 
and newspaper clippings of him. 


"I'm so proud”, said Ms Onyango, 83. Other Obamas were 
gathered around Ms Onyango—one of the candidate’s uncles, 
a couple of cousins and a sister-in-law. On the walls were 
photographs, some featuring young Barack during his two visits 
to Kenya. "We know he's got his constituency there in America, 
the people who elect him," said Said Obama, 38, the uncle. "But 
we're another constituency. He won't want to see us suffering". 


In his campaign, Obama has pledged to improve education, 
fight for more jobs and make health care universally available, 
an agenda welcomed by the people here. 


The people of Nyang’oma have some additional concerns 
key would like Obama to change, if possible. Local residents 
would like to see their roads paved and their houses equipped 
with electricity and running water. 


it is not that people here are trying to take advantage of 
Obama. It is a feeling of extended family: Those who make it 
help those left behind. Obama has never lived in Kenya (he was 
raised by his American mother mainly in Hawaii), but his relatives 
say he has impressed them during his two visits to Nyang’oma 
with his interest in-his ancestry, his love of local food and his 
ability to speak a few words of Luo, the language here. 


The pride and excitement surrounding Obama’s candidacy 
extends far beyond the Obama homestead. Kenyan newspa- 
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paers run regular dispatches on the campaign, in which he is 
almost certain to win. Local people say that numerous baby boys 
have been named Barack in recent months. 


Schosichildren are full of pride that a man they consider a 
local appears on the verge of victory. "It's not all that easy for 
an African to go so far," said Lawrence Were, 17. 


Dowr the road, Nelson Okello, 27, sells used clothes and 
dreams of a better life. He is not sure where the money will 
come fron to improve life in Nyang’oma. But he figures a man 
with Obama's power will figure that out. “People say there will 
be great development once he wins," Okello said. "They say the 
road will be fixed and that there will be an airport so he can land 
right here direct from the US. | don’t know if what they say is 
right, but | hope so". (Marc Lacy in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Oct 30) 


LESOTHO 


a. HIV/AIDS report highlights second class 
status of women: The Chicago Tribune on Sunday 
examined how African women's inability to refuse 
unwanted sex and demand condom use has 
contributed to HIV infections among half of all young 
women in Lesotho. 


A recent study by the South African Medical Research 
Council found that for 60% to 80% of HIV-positive Southern 
African women, the only HIV risk factor they had was having sex 
with their husbands. The situation has become “so bad” that 
the Lesotho government is considering an "equality in marriage" 
Bill that would allow women to control property, inheritance and 
their bodies, the Tribune reported. 


Joanne Csete, director of the HIV/AIDS and human rights 
programme at Human Rights Watch, said, "Women and girls in 
Africa are dying by the millions, partly because their second-class 
status makes them vulnerable to violence and unsafe sex." 
(Kaisernetwork.org, Washington, DC, Oct 18) 


LIBERIA 


a. Riots kill 16, repatriation of refugees 
delayed: Aid workers have been forced to suspend 
plans to bring Liberian refugees back home after 
riots in the capital Monrovia killed at least 16 people 
in the worst outbreak of violence the country has 
witnessed since its civil war ended a year ago. 


The trouble first erupted, Oct 28, triggered by a land dispute 
in the eastern suburb of Paynesville that quickly escalated into 
mob violence, with youths wielding sticks, Knives and broken 
bottles and setting fire to cars and buildings. 


Liberia's transitional government imposed a curfew, but the 
running bettles resumed, Oct 31, a day peace was supposed to 
dominate the headiines as former fighters handed in their 
weapons on the final day of the country’s disarmament 
programme. 
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The UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) said, Nov 1, that 16 
people had died during the riots. Another 208 people had been 
injured, 47 of them seriously. 


"Most major hospitals... are filled with wounded people," one 
medic at Monrovia's main hospital said, adding that the majority 
had been injured by sharp metal objects and stones. 


UNMIL said 250 people had been arrested, some for murder, 
some for arson and some for breaking the curfew. 


With the capital unstable, the United Nations temporarily 
halted plans to begin repatriating the first batch of Liberian 
refugees from Guinea and to start resettling those that had been 
displaced around Liberia. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Monrovia, Nov 1) 


More than 100 arrested: Peacekeeping troops within the 
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) have reportedly 
seized weapons in Jacob Town, Paynesville, where violent riots 
left scores of people dead and places of worship destroyed. 


The State Radio, Liberia Broadcasting System (LBS), 
reported, Oct 31, that UNMIL peacekeepers seized the weapons 
in a bag, when they went into the area to maintain law and 
order amidst the chaos. 


According to the LBS report, the seizure of the weapons 
followed complaints from residents that individuals believed to 
be thugs were firing in the area. 


At the same time, UNMIL arrested more than one hundred 
individuals who it termed as ‘criminals’. The men were arrested 
while in illegal possession of weapons. The arrest of the men 
followed the end of the disarmament process on October 31. 
The head of UNMIL, retired American Air force General, Jacques 
Klein had warned that anyone failing to turn in his weapons 
voluntarily by October 31, would be treated as a criminal if 
caught with weapons. (News, Monrovia, Nov 1) 


b. Journalists attacked by angry youths: 
Rampaging youths in the capital, Monrovia, Oct 29, 
attacked a vehicle carrying a team of journalists 
from the independent newspaper, The Analyst. 


The journalists had gone to verify news of hostilities that 
were alleged to have broken out in a Monrovia suburb between 
Christian and Muslim youths. According to sources, the angry 
youths surrounded The Analyst's vehicle and threatened to kill 
the staff. i 


The thugs, armed with machetes, sticks, rocks and other 
deadly objects, hit the vehicle repeatedly and ordered the 
occupants to get out. 


The journalists identified themselves and pleaded with the 
attackers, saying they were neutral in the episode and were only 
carrying out their work. Nevertheless, the youths vandalised the 
vehicle, breaking a window in the process. (Media Foundation 
for West Africa, Accra, Nov 3) 
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Arrest warrant issued against journalist: Reporters Sans 
Frontieres (RSF) hes expressed concern over legal action 
taken against the independent weekly The Vanguard Newspa- 
per and objected to the arrest warrant issued against one of 
its journalists. 


The journalist had exposed the questionable dealings of an 
influential local businessman and African Development Agency 
(ADA) director Wendell Macintosh. 


On October 14, the newspaper carried an article by Moses 
Kowo entitied, "ADA boss scoops US$13,000 from LEC". 


The article said Macintosh, CEO of automobile importer 
Universal Harmony Incorporated, had signed a contract in 
February to sell two vehicles to the Liberia Electricity Corporation 
(LEC), but that the vehicles were never delivered. 


Contacted by the newspaper for his version of the facts, 
Macintosh immediately called his lawyer, who threatened 
the newspaper with legal action if the report was published. 
The newspaper's management decided to publish the story 
anyway. 


On October 15, editor-in-chief Crispin Tulay, deputy editor- 
in-chief Cheechiay Jablason2 and journalist Kowo were sum- 
- moned on a complaint brought by Macintosh under Section 14.27 
of the new Criminal Code, under which the publication of news 
deemed "false and misleading with the intention of exposing 
someone to hatred, contempt and ridicule” is an offence. 


Kowo was also served with an arrest warrant, but was 
allowed to remain free on payment of 1,500 Liberian dollars bail. 
(Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Oct 20) 


c. Roosevelt Johnson is dead: Gen. David 
Roosevelt Johnson, who was head of the Liberian 
splinter warring group, "United Liberation Movement 
o r in Liberia (ULIMO-J), has died on 

ct 23. 


The news about the former faction leader's death came from 
a relative in Nigeria who called to inform other relatives in 
Monrovia. 


Sources said other relatives made contact with Nigeria and 
received confirmation that Gen D Roosevelt Johnson has passed 
away in the Federal Republic of Nigeria following protracted 
illness. 


-Our own efforts relative to this sad story got us in touch with 
Peter Solo, Deputy Managing Director for Administration, Liberia 
Water & Sewer Corporation, who was identified by a source as 
a relative of the deceased. 


Solo confirmed the death of Gen. Johnson. He said he died, 
October 23, in Nigeria following a protracted illness. 


Johnson, a teacher by profession, recently returned home 
following the induction of the National Transitional Government 
of Liberia (NTGL) having been in exile for about six years. 
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He fled the country along with a dazen of supporters including 
George S. Dweh Jr. who is now the Speaker of National 
Transitional Legislative Assembly(NTLA), through the United 
States Embassy near Monrovia after the September 18, 1998 
Camp Johnson Road gun-battle. (Inquirer, Monrovia, Oct 25) 


LIBYA 


a. Libya deports hundreds of Nigerians: 
Hundreds of Nigerians were deported, Oct 22, by 
the Libyan government in a chartered aircraft. 


The deportees, mainly youths, were brought into the country 
in batches, with the first batch arriving the NAHCO shed of the 
Murtala Muhammed Airport, Ikeja, Lagos, Oct 21. 


Although the exact number of deportees is not immediately 
known, Weekend: Vanguard learnt that it ran over a thousand. 
Efforts to ascertain the number of the deportees from the relevant 
authorities also proved fruitless, as officers said to be armed 
with the figure were not available for comments. 


Some of the deportees advanced varied reasons for their 
deportation from Libya. While some said they were brought 
back home because of President Olusegun Obasanjo’s 
continued assurance to the Libyan government that Nigeria’s 
economy was now comfortable for Nigerians, others quoted 
the Libyan government as acting under pressure from the 
European Union. 


According to them, the EU is-accusing ‘the Libyan-authorities 
of allowing immigrants without necessary papers to use Libya 
as a launch pad to crossing into Europe through the Meditarra- 
nean sea. At NAHCO shed, Oct 22, only a few of the deportees 
were seen on ground, as several others had already left for their 
homes across the country. (Vanguard, Lagos, Oct 23) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Policemen released: The four policemen 
detained on charges of involvement in the escape 
from the Maputo top security prison of Mozam- 
bique’s most notorious assassin, Anibal dos 
Santos Junior ("Anibalzinho") were all released 
on bail, Oct 25. 


According to a report in the independent newsheet Mediafax, 
the Maputo Provincial Court set bail for each of the policemen 
at 3.24 million meticais (about 154 US dollars). 


Anibaizinho is the man who led the death squad that 
murdered Mozambique’s finest investigative journalist, Carlos 
Cardoso, on November 22, 2000. He was serving a prison 
sentence of 28 years and six months when, on May 9, 2004, he 
mysteriously disappeared from the top security prison. 


A fortnight later he was detained by the Canadian authorities 
at Toronto International Airport. 

Despite the Mozambican government's request that the 
assassin be returned to Maputo, he is still being held in a Toronto 
detention centre, while the Canadian legal system considers his 
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request for political asylum. All the policemen detained - one 
inspector, two sergeants, and a prison guard - were on duty the 
day of the escape. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, 
Maputo, Oct 29) 


NIGERIA 


a. Labour unions declare Shell public enemy: 
Unions have declared the top oil multinational in 
Lagos, Royal Dutch/Shell, "an enemy of the Nige- 
rian people" and called a November 16 nationwide 
strike that they said would target oil exports in 
Africa’s oil giant. 

The threats on Oct 31, in the world’s No 7 oil exporter—the 
fifth largest supplier of oil to the United States, which has-a 
national election—appeared likely to send new shocks through 
the global oil price market. 


Unions called the November 16 strike after giving the 
Nigerian President, Olusegun Obasanjo, until Nov 7, to reverse 
September's 23 per cent increase in fuel prices in Nigeria. 


Union leaders singled out Royal Dutch/Shell Group, Nigeria’s 
largest petroleum producer. They said the firm planned to take 
the country’s white-collar oil union to court in the attempt to 
prevent i from striking. 

Shell officials would not comment on the matter and 
—government officials could not be reached. 


.» "We Rave-resolved to declare Shell an enemy of the Nigerian 
_peopie,” Adams Oshiomhole, leader of the main Nigerian Labour 
Congress, told reporters. "Shell will be treated as an enemy. We 
have the capacity to engage them," Oshiomhole said, wihtout 
elaborating. 


An October general strike over the fuel price increases 
paralysec business overall but left petroleum exports unaffected. 


The strike helped push oil prices past the $50 a barrel mark. 
(Hindu, Mew Delhi, Nov 5) 


[Background Info. Nigeria, page 1497:a] 


RWANDA 


a. ICTR sacks lawyer over $300,000 fee 
scandal: The Arusha-based International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) has sacked a counsel 
defending a former senior military officer for alleged 
fraud and misappropriation of about $300,000. 

Adama Dieng, registrar of the ICTR, has withdrawn the 
assignment of Jean Degli of Togo, lead counsel for Gratien 
Kabiligi, for professional misconduct, “involving dishonesty, fraud 
and deceii," which is a violation of Article 20 (c) of the Code of 
Professional Conduct. 


This is the second time since it was established 10 years 
ago that the ICTR has taken disciplinary measures against a 
lawyer appearing before it. In February 2002, the tribunal 
sacked a defence lawyer, Andrew McCartan of Scotland, for 
allegedly splitting his fee with Joseph Nzirorera, former 
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secretary general of the extremist Hutu MRND party. Fee-split- 
ting is a practice in which a lawyer gives part of his legal fees 
to a client in exchange for being retained by the client. (East 
African , Nairobi, Nov 1) 


Prosecutor calis for support in arresting genocide 
suspects: The Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal 
for Rwanda (ICTR), Hassan Jallow of the Gambia has urged 
countries still harbouring fourteen important genocide suspects 
to arrest and transfer them to the Tribunal, and live up to their 
legal obligations. 


“They are mostly living in African countries. It is necessary 
that all countries live up to their legal obligations to apprehend 
and transfer such fugitives to the Tribunal," said Jallow in an 
interview published, Oct 25, by the weekly East African 
newspaper. 


He noted that although there have been three recent arrests 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo, South Africa and the 
Netherlands, fourteen high level suspects are still hiding in 
different countries. Among them is businessman Filicien Kabuga, 
accused of financing the genocide. 


The newspaper interview came a few days after the first 
anniversary of Jallow’s appointment, in which he took over from 
Swiss prosecutor Carla Del Ponte, following a UN Security 
Council decision to create a separate prosecutor for the ICTR. 


Responding to a suggestion that Africa should set up its own 
court under the umbrella of the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
after the closure of ICTR, Jallow said " | believe serious 
consideration should be given to finding ways of maintaining and 
putting to good use the legacy of the human capacity, the 
infrastructure and jurisprudence that ICTR will be leaving 
behind." (Hirondelle News Agency, lausanne, Oct 29) 


{Background Info. Rwanda, page 1497:a] 


SOMALIA 


a. Over 100 killed in clashes: Conflicting 
reports from the disputed region of Sool, northern 
Somalia, indicate that at least 100 people were 
killed, Oct 29, when forces from the. self-declared 
republic of Somaliland, and those of the self-de- 
clared autonomous region of Puntland, clashed, a 
source said. 


Both sides are accusing the other of initiating the hostili- 
ties. The Somaliland Minister of Information, Abdillahi Du’ale, said 
Nov 1: "The fact of the matter is that it was a premeditated 
aggression" by Puntland forces. 


He accused the current Puntland leader, Muhammad Abdi 
Hashi, of having “orchestrated” the clashes “in consultation with 
Abdullahi Yusuf [the newly-elected President of Somalia and 
former Puntland leader]". 


Du’ale claimed that Somaliland forces had killed more than 
100 Puntiand militiamen and destroyed an undetermined number 
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of military hardware. He said their forces lost seven soldiers and 
nine were wounded. 


“We regret this unnecessary loss of life," he said. 


However, the Puntland Deputy Minister of Information 
Ibrahim Artan Isma'il dismissed reports that the Puntland attack 
as "baseless". 


"Our forces defended their position when attacked by 
Somaliland forces," he said. "They did not attack Somaliland”. 


isma’il also denied Puntland forces lost over 100 men. “The 
information | am receiving from our forces is that we lost 12 men 
and four [were] wounded," he said. "It is Somaliland that lost 
close to 100 men." (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Nairobi, Nov 1) 

b. Woman journalist abducted: A member of 
the governing board of the Somalia Women Jour- 
nalists Association (Sowja) was abducted, Oct 11, 
and detained overnight by unidentified armed indi- 
viduals in Mogadishu before being released, Re- 
porters Without Borders said. 


"We welcome the fact that Abdi was released safe and sound, 
but her abduction reinforces the urgent need to rebuild a state 
in Somalia. We call on President Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, as part 
of his new duties, to do justice to press freedom activists like 
her by heeding their struggle and their message,” the organisa- 
tion said. ' : 


Reporters Without Borders said there was no justification for 
the use of violence or threats against Abdi, who honoured her 
country by defending not only press freedom in a climate of 


anarchy, but also women and children whose situation is often’ 


precarious in Somalia. 


The organisation learned from sources in Mogadishu that 
two men and a woman armed with AK-47s and a pistol forced 
Abdi into a car near the Bakaraa market, blindfolded her and 
took her somewhere in Mogadishu. 


At one point she was able to briefly speak to her husband 
by telephone. and explain what had happened. She was freed 
at around 8 am, Oct 15. (Addis Tribune, Addis Ababa, Oct 15) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Mark Thatcher in court over plot:The son 
of former British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 
appeared in a Cape Town court, Oct 26, in 
connection with a coup plot in Guinea. 


Mark Thatcher, 51, was arrested in Cape Town on August 
25 and faces charges of financing a coup to overthrow the Guinea 
President. . 

Thatcher, who has denied the allegations, was besieged by 
the press at his appearance at the Cape high court, Oct 26. 
(Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 27) 

{Background Info. South Africa, page 1448:a] 
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SUDAN 


a. Mandate unclear as AU heads for Darfur: 
After several days of delays, African Union (AU) 
peacekeepers began making their way to western 
Sudan's troubled Darfur province, Oct 28. 


An acvance party of 47 Nigerian troops was transported by 
US army planes from: Abuja. Alongside the European Union , 
the US is providing logistical assistance for a newly agreed AU 
deployment, which should total about 3,000 peacekeepers, 
substantially increasing the current size of the operation from 
just more than 300. 


The airlift was due to begin with Rwandan peacekeepers but 
transportation of this contingent is now not expected to begin 
until Oct 30 . Rwanda and Nigeria have taken a lead role in 
the AU's Darfur mission, as troops from these countries 
comprised the original deployment a couple of months ago. 


However, key questions about the expanded operation 
remain unresolved. Most notably, while there have been calls 
for the mission to extend its mandate from providing security for 
observers to protecting civilians it is not clear if this will transpire. 


The AU is now calling upon peacekeepers to protect civilians 
under threat in their “immediate vicinity". (Business Day, 
Johannesburg, Oct 29) 


‘Darfur condition horrible’: Angelina-Jolie,:.a i goodwill 
ambassador for the UN refugee agency UNHCR, Oct*2,-said 
Darfur struck her as the worst case she had seen. 


She said rights abuses and violence continued. 


"I'd say this is the worst situation I've seen and what's 
happening to the people here....is unbelievably horrible. The fact 
is it is just one of the worst things that has happened on the 
pianet to a people,” she said. 


The UN says conflict in Darfur, which has uprooted some 
1.6 million people from their homes, has created one of the 
world's worst humanitarian crises. The world body has threat- 
ened Sudan with sanctions if it fails to stop the violence which 
the US has called genocide. 


Ms Jolie, who has starred in films such as Lara Croft: Tomb 
Raider and Girl interrupted, has visited and donated money to 
Sudanese refugees in Egypt and Chad, and met refugees in 
Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Cambodia, and Kosovo among 
others. 


She said the Darfur conflict was complex and difficult to 
understand, but it was clear there was no place in the vast region 
that was 100 per cent safe. 


"'ve never been in something (like this) that seems that it is 
not a finished situation—it’s very much going on now", Jolie said 
in Khartoum. 


"It's not over and now aid is coming in. It's continuous”. 
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She said she had spoken to many women who had been 
raped, while children told her they only wanted security to live 
in peace. 


Ms Jolie appealed to the international community to fully 
fund the many aid organisations working in Darfur. (Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Oct 3) 

[Background Info. Sudan, page 1499:a] 
A burden not carried: Allow me to introduce 


were” Abdelrahim Khamis Ghani and his little 
Spotlight brother, Muhammad. 


The challenge we Americans face in Sudan is this: Are we 
willing to save Abdelrahim and Muhammad, and two million more 
like them? | photographed Abdelrahim and Muhammad in their 
mostly adandoned Darfur village, where the murderous Jan- 
jaweed militia, supported by the Sudanese government, has 
already killed seven members of their family. The boys have 
been hiding for months in a war zone, hungry and frightened 
and hunted like wild, beasts. 


"We're afraid here," said the boys’ older sister, 17-year-old 
Asha. "We would go if we could. But we have no transport, no 
camel". 


~ This land stinks of fear and death, but perhaps just as striking 
as the murder and rape are the moral choices that families here 
are forced to make each day. For Abdelrahim’s family members, 
the choice is whether to let adults and older siblings try to hike 
to.safety.in Chad— it's a six-day. walk. They. could leave one 
adult behind to try to keep Abdelrahim and Muhammad alive. 
Or should the whole family stay, putting more people at risk but 
increasing the chance that the boys can be saved? 


The family has elected for now to stay together, surviving by 
gathering wild seeds to eat. Apart from starvation, the danger is 
that the Janjaweed or Sudanese troops will return to kill the men 
and rape and disfigure—and sometimes kill—the women and 
girls. | sneaked into Darfur in a pickup truck from Chad, roaming 
a countryside filled with burned and abandoned villages. | don’t 
know how many survivors in Darfur are still hungry and hunted 
like those boys, but the number is in the hundreds of thousands. 
Here, genocide unfuris in slow motion. 


One morning | discovered a 10-year-old girl herding goats. 
She was frightened when she saw my truck, fearing that |.might 
be in the Janjaweed, which had already burned down her home 
* and killed 30 members of her extended family. 


After it was clear that | was not a threat, the girl's father, 
Hassan Nahar, emerged from behind a tree. He explained that 
he nad hidden the rest of his family in the hills, but he uses his 
youngest daughter to keep the goats alive. 


"| think it is a bit less likely that the Janjaweed would kill a 
younger girl like her,” he said. "They would kill the older children”. 
He hid when he saw my truck because there was no way he 
could protect his child from men with guns, and there was not 
much po.nt in being killed in front of her. 
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Aid workers, who are doing heroic work in Darfur, face 
another painful moral calculus. So far, war zones like this part 
of Darfur have not gotten any help because it is too dangerous. 
Relief groups must protect their own employees, even if that 
means allowing Sudanese to die. 


I did see three Save the Children vehicles on an exploratory 
mission to see whether the area was safe. Then, a couple of 
hours after | saw them, a Save the Children car in the same 
area—l can’t be sure if it was one of the same vehicles—hit a 
mine, and two aid workers were killed. Now aid groups will be 
even less willing to venture here. 


| understand the painful ethical choices of Abdelrahim's 
family, or Hassan and of the international aid agencies. But what 
| can’t fathom is America’s own moral choice, our decision to 
acquiesce in genocide. 


We in America could save children like Abdelrahim and 
Muhammad. This wouldn't require troops, just a bit of determi- 
nation to declare a no-fly zone, to press our western allies and 
nearby Arab and African states, to impose an arms embargo 
and other targeted sanctions, to push a meaningful United 
Nations resolution even at the risk of a Chinese veto, and to 
insist upon the deployment of a larger African force. 


Instead, President Bush’s policy is to chide Sudan and send 
aid. That's much better than nothing and has led Sudan to kill 
fewer children and to kill more humanely: Sudan now mostly 
allows kids in Darfur like Abdelrahim to die of starvation, instead 
of heaving them onto bonfires. But fundamentally, US policy 
seems to be to "manage" the genocide rather than to act 
decisively to stop it. 


The tepid international response has already permitted the 
deaths of about 100,000 people in Darfur, and up to 10,000 more 
are dying every month. We should look Abdelrahim and 
Muhammad in the eyes and feel deeply ashamed. (Nicholas D 
Kristof in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 30) 


TANZANIA 


a. Shortage of funds forces UN agency to cut 
rations for refugees: Shortage of funds has forced 
the United Nations emergency feeding agency to 
cut rations to some 400,000 Burundian and Congo- 
lese refugees living in western Tanzania. 


The World Food Programme (WFP), Oct 25, urgently 
appealed to donors for $14 million to prevent additional cuts and 
continue feeding the refugees housed in 13 camps through the 
first half of 2005. 


With inadequate supplies of both cereals and lentils, WFP 
had to reduce the daily ration of the most important staple, maize, 
by a quarter to 1.9 kilograms per person per week, down from 
2.5 kilograms. Recently WFP was forced to cut the ration of 
lentils by a similar amount. 
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WFP has appealed to donors for 39,000 tons of food to bridge 
a gap in food commodities in the first half of 2005. Food arriving 
from outside Tanzania could take up to six months to reach the 
refugees, but cash contributions would enable the agency to buy 
food within the country and in the region that could reach the 
camps within two to three months. 


"Donors have to act fast, otherwise food stocks will dry up 
completely by February 2005," warned Patrick Buckley, WFP 
Country Director for Tanzania. (UN News Service, New York, 
Oct 25) 


TUNISIA 


a. President wins new term: Tunisian President 
Zine al-Abidine Ben Alt extended his 17 years in 
power by winning 94 per cent of votes in an election. 


Several opposition parties criticised the elections as unfair 
and a sham, it was reported, Oct 25. 


With all 26 constituencies counted, the former army general 
secured another five-year term with 94.4 per cent of the votes 
cast in the nationwide poll, the Interior Ministry said. . 


The remainder of the votes were split between small 
apposition parties’ candidates Mohamed Bouchiha, Mounir Beji 
and Mohammed Ali Halouani. 


it was the second presidential election open to multi-party 
politics since independence from France in 1956 and voter 
tumout exceeded 90 per cent, preliminary results showed. 
(Hindu, New Delhi, Oct 26) 


UGANDA 


a. UPDF bombing kills twelve LRA rebels: The 
army has killed 12 LRA rebels in Pader following 
heavy bombardment of their hideout on River Ajan 
banks. 


It said LRA chief technictan Maj. Osinga was killed: during 
the attack at Palenga, east of Pajule. It said several fleeing rebels 
drowned in the river. The army said Kony was commanding the 
rebels together with Brigadiers Bogi and Abudema when they 
launched a blistering raid northeast of Goma hills, Atanga, in 


Aruu county. 


“Reporters have confirmed that the LRA's chief technician, 
Maj. Osinga, was killed recently by the army when the UPDF 
attacked them at Palenga, east of Pajule in Aruu county,” army 
spokesman in Gulu Paddy Ankunda Said, Oct 29. 


Ankunda said among the dead was an unidentified rebel 
commander. 


Ankunda said a grenade, seven loaded magazines for AK47 
with 200 bullets and one 82mm mortar gun were recovered. 


Kony fled when the UPDF helicopter roared into action, 
Ankunda said. He said, "We have since been hunting for Kony 
and his notorious commanders. He and his commanders 
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escaped our-attacks several times but one time we shall capture 
him alive or kill him," he said: (New Vision, Kampala, Oct 29) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Condom handouts banned: Zambia banned 
free distribution of condoms in schools on the same 
day the United States began a $24 million pro- 
gramme to fight AIDS by handing them out, it was 
reported, Oct 27. 


A government official who declined to give his name said a 
circular had been sent round primary and secondary schools, 
Oct 26, ordering condom programmes mostly run by non-gov- 
ernmental organisations to be stopped. A senior health official 
said President Levy Mwanawasa had endorsed the ban in the 
country where one in five people carries the HIV virus which 
causes AIDS and where the age group most affected is between 
15 and 49 years. 


"The government's view is that distributing condoms in 
schools is like encouraging sex among the youth and also 
contradicts Christian values," the health official said. 


influential Zambian church leaders have publicly pressed 
the government to end condom distribution in schools in favour 
of teaching abstinence to young people. (Hindu, New Delhi, 
Oct 27) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Two mercenaries freed: Two of.-the 67 
mercenaries jailed at Chikurubi Maximum Security 
Prison were. released, Oct 22, on medical grounds, 
and are expected to be taken to South Africa, their 
country of residence. 


Seven Zimbabweans serving various sentences at Chikurubi 
Maximum Security Prison for different crimes were also released 
on medical grounds, Oct 22. This was after the President 
assented to the nine prisoners’ release due to their ill-health. 


"Whenever we have got terminally ill prisoners, we recom- 
mend to the President that he exercise his clemency," the 
Minister of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs, Patrick 
Chinamasa, said. 


"We always release people who have terminal illnesses and 
these (two) are some of the 10 that we have recommended be 
released," he said. The two convicted men - Lenutu Eselumu 
(46) and Pius Hausiku Kanjowa (45) - were handed over by 
prison authorities to the South African embassy. 


Eselumu and Kanjowa, who hold South African passports, 
were driven off in a vehicle from the embassy, which will facilitate 
their return to South Africa. 


A South African embassy official in Harare said’ one of the 
prisoners had had diarrhoea "for some time and he is weak" 
while the other had a persistently swollen ange: (Herald, Harare, 
Oct 23) 
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b: Church, Zanu-PF on collision course over 
NGO Bill: The Catholic magazine, Mukai/Vukani, 
published by the Jesuits in Zimbabwe feels that the 
church and the ruling Zanu-PF of President Robert 
Mugabe is on a collision course over the Non-Gov- 
ernmental Organisation Bill which has been tabled 
before Parliament and might be enacted soon. 


According to an article in the October edition, the magazine 
says the NGO Bill should be seen in the context of two other 
recent pieces of legislation, the Access to Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act (AIPPA) and the Public Order and 
Security Azt (POSA). 


AIPPA requires that all media organisations register with the 
government-appointed Media and Information Commission. The 
most significant use made of AIPPA was the closing down of 
The Daily News, The Daily News on Sunday and the Tribune 
independent newspapers. 


This Act has been used to reduce freedom of speech in 
Zimbabwe and to enable the ruling party controlled Press to 
dominate the print media. At the same time, the new 
Broadcasting Act has never been put into effect, so that both 
radio and TV are still completely controlled by the ruling party. 
(The Dails News, Harare, Oct 27) 


c. Political parties join MDC election boycott: 
Opposition political parties in Zimbabwe have joined 
the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) to 
boycott the next general election unless government 
overhauls the electoral framework. 


The parties recentiy said they would not legitimise the 2005 
poll by participating in it. The Zanu-PF government has already 
tabled in parliament two Bills which it claims will complement 
each othe- in fulfilling the requirements of the Southern Africa 
Development Community (SADC) guidelines on the conduct of 
elections. Opposition parties have dismissed the reforms as mere 
window-dressing. 


Government recently gazetted the Electoral Bill, which it said 
would complement the Zimbabwe Electoral Commission Bill 
already before parliament. The Democratic Party (DP) has issued 
a statement addressed to the citizens of Zimbabwe calling for a 
boycott of next election. 


"Boycctt all bogus elections held under the expired colonial 
Lancaster House constitution. Your boycott is your democratic 
voice. Don’t be cheated. Don’t commit suicide. Keep out of bogus 
elections neld under a one-party dictatorship," the statement 
said. DP president Wurayayi Zembe said they had joined the 
MDC and civil society in denouncing Zanu-PF’s cosmetic 
electoral reforms. 


Zapu leader Paul Siwela said although his party had launched 
campaigns for next election, it would only participate if the 
electoral framework was reformed to comply with the SADC 
guidelines (Zimbabwe Independent, Harare, Oct 15) 
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d. Journalist arrested: Harassment of inde- 
pendent journalists continued with police arresting 
Richard Musazulwa, the Midlands correspondent of 
The Standard. 


Police from the Law and Order Section in Gweru arrested 
Musazulwa, Oct 12, over a story that appeared in the August 
22 edition of the paper. 


Musazulwa appeared before Gweru magistrate, Tineyi. 
Saugweni, Oct 13, facing charges of contravening Section 80 
(1)(b) of the Access to Information and Protection and Privacy 
Act (AIPPA). He was accused of “abusing journalistic privilege 
by publishing falsehood" and remanded. 


Musazulwa, who is the Zimbabwe Union of Journalists (ZUJ) 
secretary for Midlands reported on the chaos that ensued at 
Thornhill Airbase in Gweru when hungry Zanu-PF youths tried 
to gatecrash a Heroes’ luncheon hosted by the army chiefs. 


According to the charge, Musazulwa who witnessed the 
incident “wrote a story in which he alleged that some hungry 
Zanu-PF youths had rioted at Thornhill Airbase intending to 
gatecrash at the luncheon which was being hosted by the army 
for senior party officials. 


“He further alleged that army and police personnel were 
called in to quell the violence." (Zimbabwe Standard, Harare 


Oct 17) 
REGIONAL 


a. Free schools nourish a continent’s hunger 
for education: More than 200 elementary school 
students, many of them barefoot, clothed in rags 
and dizzy with hunger, go into Rebecca Mwan- 
yonyo’s classroom each day. Squeezed together on 
the concrete floor, they jostle for space and wave 
their hands to get her attention. Their laps and the 
floor are their desks. 





Ms Mwanyonyo pulled a boy in front of her and looked at 
his attempt to list his numbers. "Can you write 1 and 2"? she 
asked quietly. His head sank to his chest as he shook it no. 
While she laboriously graded each child's work, the noise 
became deafening. "Quiet, keep quiet!" she shouted, her voice 
on the edge of desperation. 


More than a million additional children showed up for schoo! 
in 2003, when Kenya’s newly elected government abolished fees 
that had been prohibitively high for many parents, about $16 a 
year. Many classrooms are now bulging with the country’s most 
disadvantaged children. 


Kenya is one of a large number of African nations contending 
with teaching the millions of children who have poured into 
schools as country after country—from Malawi and Lesotho to 
Uganda and Tanzania—has suddenly made primary education 
free. Mozambique will join them in January 2005. 
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The explosion in enrollments has put enromous pressure on 
often ill-managed education systems, but the future’ of a 
generation of African children depends on the outcome. 


it is hard for Salama Kazungu, a thin girl of 12, to learn 
because her belly is often empty. 


Yet she is determined to continue. “| was always working 
and working", she said. | told myself that the best way to get 
out of this is to come to school and get an education". 


In large measure, the idea of free education has gained 
powerful momentum because politicians in democratizing African 
nations have found it a great vote-getter. Deepening poverty had 
meant that even small annual school fees had made education 
too expensive for millions. 


In the 1990’s the World Bank, the largest financier of 
antipoverty programmes in developing countries, encouraged the 
collection of textbook fees. Its experts had reasoned that poor 
African countries. often paid teacher salaries but allotted little or 
nothing for books. 


Evidence began to mount that fees for books, tuition, building 
funds and other purpose posed an insurmountable barrier for 
the very poor. 


In 2002, the World Bank, already supporting several free 
education initiatives, officially reversed its policy, deciding to 
oppose all such fees. 


some experts worry that the drive to expand enrollment 
rapidly has overshadowed the push for quality. 


"Just herding kids into classes and counting that as education 
hasn't worked", said William Easterly, an economics professor 
at New York University who was an economist at the World Bank. 


For example, the lack of a $4 uniform is one of the many 
miseries poor children must endure even though they are 
enrolled in school. 


Selina Malungu, a fatherless 8-year-Old, stood before all her 
classmates in a grimy, red party dress. It was her only outfit. 
The other children mock her for looking like a street urchin, she 
said. 

But boys and girls interviewed at two schools in Malindi 
(Kenya) voiced a simple faith that an education will make it 
possible for them to get decent jobs. They have only to look at 
their parents to see the alternative. 


Twelve-year-old Asha Charo’s mother, Kodzo Menza, a gaunt 
woman abandoned by her husband, makes 50 cents a day 
swinging a hammer to break rocks into small stones, a common 
building material. 
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"I'll break stones until she gets an education," said Ms Menza, 
who never herself got the chance to study, "When she finishes 
school and gets a job, I will rest”. 


_ The free education initiative has sent expectation soaring. 


One of the first acts of the new Kenyan President, Mwai 
Kibaki, elected in December 2002, was to abolish fees, fulfilling 
a promise he had made as he campaigned across the country 
of 31 million people. 


But the government is still struggling to turn around an 
economy plagued by high unemployment and low growth. 


“Nobody can really teach such a mob of children", said the 
headmaster of Ms Mwanyonyo’s school, Andrews Thoya Mu- 
raba. “But what can we do when we are told by the government 
that the ministry has no money to employ teachers? 


Word that education was free spread swiftly from child to 
child. And the children themselves have hungrily seized the 
opportunity. 


Joseph Lolo, 16, had worked six days a week since he was 
13 grazing and watering the local headmaster's cows. The 
headmaster, Peter Mzungu, paid the boy $4 a month. Joseph 
had watched enviously as the headmaster’s children returned 
from school each day, but his family was too poor to pay the 
fees. 


Then in 2003, Joseph heard that fees had been abolished. 
In 2004, he went to his father, a crab trapper, who told him he 
should keep working. 


The family needed the extra income. Only six of Joseph's 
13 siblings have survived. Hunger and sickness have plagued 
the family. But Joseph said he asked his father, "What will save 
me if | don’t go to school?" 


Next, Joseph went to the headmaster, quit his job and 
asked for a spot at his school, Kadzuhoni Primary. His teacher, 
Chengo Yeri, said he is a clever student, ranked fifth in the 
classs. 


On a recent morning, Yeri spelled out colours in English and 
asked the students, whose native language is Giriama, to say 
the word aloud. "B-l-a-c-k," Yeri said. Joseph's hand flew up, his 
fingers snapping. 


Yeri called on him, and Joseph whispered the correct word, 
a glint of triumph in his eyes. 


"Say black, all of you," the teacher replied, and they all 
chorused Joseph’s answer in unison. (Celia W Dugger/Néw York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 30) 
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” a. Over 2,000 UNITA mil tants join MPLA: At 
least 2.375 militants of Angola's former rebel 
movement (UNITA) have cefected to the ruling 
MPLA party ranks in Ukuma district, some 97 km 
west of Huambo city. 


The fi-st secretary of Angola’s biggest party in that locality, 
Lucas Luciano, said that the militants have abandoned the 
country’s nain opposition UNITA pary, and decided to voluntarily 
join in the ranks of MPLA. 


The official said that the re-organising process of MPLA 
structures in Ukuma was taking lace with no constraints. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Nov 17) 


BURKINA FASO 


a. Arbitrary arrest of journalist’condemned: 


‘The Intarnational Federation of Journalists and the 


West African Journalists’ Association (WAJA), Nov 
10, condemned the arrest and detention of a 
journalist in Burkina Faso. 


On November 5, Matthieu N'Do, co-director of the weekly 
San Fine was detained by national police at the Ouagadougou 
airport, as he returned from an inwestigative trip to the Ivory 
Coast. He has been imprisoned at ihe police barracks. 


"This case harks back to the tragic assassination of reporter 
Norbert Zongo," said Ibrahim Famakan Coulibaly, president of 
WAJA, during the course of West Arican regional conference in 
Dakar, Senegal. "His arrest is a totaly unacceptable and arbitrary 
decision’. Protests organized by the Journalists’ Association of 
Burkina AJB) and the Burkina Human Rights Movement have 
had little or no effect. "Matthieu N’D> has not even been allowed 
to consult a lawyer,” said Jean Chaude Mda, President of the 
AJB. "His case smacks of a real effcrt to censure a leading media 
represertative”’. The IFJ and the WAJA remain extremely 
concerned over the motives behinc the arrest of their colleague 
and demand a public explanation by the Burkina authorities. Both 


organizations strongly condemned tne illegal arrest and detention, 


of N’Do and called for his immeciate release. (international 
Federation of Journalists, Brussels, Nov 10) 


- BURUNDI 


a. President Ndayizeyə2 sacks his deputy: 
Burundian President Domitian Ndayizeye, Nov 10, 
dismissed Vice-President Alphonse Marie Kadege 
for his failture to assist the nead of state. 
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ie ANGOLA In a decree, Ndayizeye accused Kadege of failing to support 


the country's constitution by boycotting all meetings the Presi- 
dent had called in September to discuss the draft constitution. 
He said Kadege also declined to sign a decree convening an 
extraordinary session of Congress on September 14. — 


"His [Kadege’s] attitude has raised fear among the population 
and put the national reconciliation at a risk,” the decree said. 
Kadege is also accused of rejecting an accord signed on August 
6 in Pretoria, South Africa, on power sharing in a post-transition 
Burundi, thereby threatening the country's peace process. 


The dismissal follows a news conference, Nov 8, during 
which, Kadege declared the referendum on the post-transition 
constitution—scheduled on November 26-——could be delayed. 


"Even if nobody says it clearly, all the political leaders know 
quite well the referendum will not be held," he said. Kadege had 
then called for a debate on the interim constitution before its 
adoption. He said the constitution should be amended to reflect 


the country’s reality. 


"Except one or two, political parties are formed on cnn 
basis," he said. “And if they win they only take the victory as a 
kind of revenge." (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Bujumbura, Nov 10) 


President appoints new deputy: President Domitien Nday- 
izeye, Nov 11' appointed Frederic Ngenzebuhoro, 52, as his new 
vice-president to replace the dismissed Alphonse Marie Kadege. 


Ndayizeye made the appointment following a session of the 
Senate and the National Assembly, during which, 196 Members 
of Parliament endorsed the choice of Ngenzebuhoro, with three 
opposing. All 41 senators in attendance favoured Ngenze- 
buhoro’s appointment. 


Ngenzebuhoro, who has been deputy president of the 
National Assembly since 1998, held several ministerial positions 
during the presidency of Pierre goo from whom Ndayizeye 
took office in 2002. 


From 1987 to 1993, TT A successively held the 
posts of minister of information, communication, sports and 
culture, and transport. He is a Tutsi from the UPRONA political 
party and, like Kadege, had opposed the adoption of the draft 
post-transition constitution. 


Ndayizeye dismissed Kadege, Nov 10, for his opposition to 
the constitution. In a news conference, Nov 8, Kadege had 
declared that the referendum could not be held as expected on 
November 26. 


Two names were proposed for nomination diiio parliamen- 
tary session, Nov 11. The National Assembly vote was delayed 
following a misunderstanding over Article 128 of the interim 
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constitution. MPs from the Conseil national de la defense de la 
democratie-Forces de defense de la democratie (CNDD-FDD) 
requested time to consult before voting. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Bujumbura, Nov 12) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Referendum postponed till Dec 5: A refer- 
endum on the Central African Republic’s (CAR’s) 
constitution will now be held on December 5 and 
not November 28, as initially planned. 


The postponement would give the Mixed Electoral Commis- 
sion, known as CEMI, time to prepare for the vote, its chairman, 
Jean Wilibiro-Sacko, said. 


The minister in charge of the government's secretariat, 
general Zarambaud Assingambi, said the postponement followed 
a request by his interior Ministry counterpart to a cabinet meeting. 


"The president [of the republic] has to approve the proposal,” 
he added. The government approved the commission's budget 
of US $10.8 million, in August 2004, although this amount has 
not been raised in full. 


The country’s law advisory body, the National Transitional 
Council, adopted.a Bill on the constitution in July and President 
Franoise Bozize approved it in August. 


Under the CAR transitional calendar, the referendum will be 
followed by presidential and legislative elections on January 30 
and February 27, 2005, respectively. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Bangui, Nov 11) 


[Background Info. Central African Republic, page 1490:a] 


CONGO 


a. Heritage Oil starts drilling in Congo: 
Heritage Oil Corporation has commenced drilling oil 
in Kouakouala Oil Field in Congo. 


The estimated drilling time in the 1,700 metre well, in which 
Heritage has a 25% working interest, is approximately 35 days. 
"This is the first well in the development programme of 
Kouakouala field. 


The programme would also involve installation of a water 
injection scheme," Michael Gulbenkian, the CEO of Heritage Oil, 
said in a statement recently. 


Heritage Oil, is also involved in oil exploration in western 
Uganda, where they are drilling the third well in Block 3 in Semliki. 
Gulbenkian said their goal was to boost production and ultimate 
recovery from Kouakouala field. 


"This oil field has been in production since May 2000. 
However, production has declined to about 900 barrels per day 
from three wells. 


The drilling of more development wells will provide access 
io reserves," he said. Gulbenkian said the water injection 
programme was intended to raise reservoir pressure to increase 
well productivity and maximise recovery from the field. 


Heritage is an international oil and gas corporation with 
principal properties in Uganda, Oman and Congo. (New Vision, 
Kampala, Nov 5) 
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CONGO (DR) 


a. Hutu rebels surrender for repatriation: 
Eight Rwandan Hutu rebels in eastern Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DR) have given themselves 
up for voluntary repatriation, four days after a joint 
operation by UN troops and the Congolese army 
was launched to flush them out, UN said, Nov 12. 


"The current joint operation is the last chance we are giving 
these armed combatants inside Congo to voluntarily return to 
their country,” Eliane Nabaa, the public information officer for 
the UN Mission in the DR (MONUC), said. She added: "Failure 
to heed to our call would mean that the Congolese army will 
forcefully disarm them." 


Nabaa said Rwandan rebels who were still hiding in jungles 
in eastern DR were running out of time, as the UN-Congolese 
army campaign was their last chance to be repatriated 
peacefully. 


MONUC troops and thousands of Congolese army soldiers 
began joint patrois, Nov 8, in the eastern province of South Kivu 
to protect civilians and pressure Rwandan rebels to surrender 
and return home. 


But the rebels, loyal to the Democratic Forces for the 
Liberation of Rwanda—a mainly Hutu group of fighters including 
remnants of those who are largely accused of responsibility for 
the 1994 genocide in Rwanda—warned, Nov 9, that they would 
never agree to be disarmed by force by anyone. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Kigali, Nov 12) 


[Background info. Congo (DR), page 1490:a} 


b. Uranium mine must stay closed, says UN 
team: A United Nations team has found that a 
uranium mine in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (DR) that collapsed in July, killing eight 
people, is at high risk of caving in again and must 
remain closed. 


The interagency team, led by the UN Office for Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP), visited the Shinkolobwe uranium mine in 
the southwestern province of Katanga between October 25 and 
November 4, and is preparing technical recommendations. 


The mine had been exploited for uranium but closed before 
the country gained independence in the 1960s by sealing the 
main shafts with concrete. 


in the late 1990s, mining for cobalt was allowed, leading to 
uncontrolled and dangerous mining activities. No evidence of 
uranium mining was found. 


Around 15,000 people were dependent on the mining 
activities and living in the nearby village of Shinkolobwe. 


However, during the UN team’s visit, no artisanal miners 
were active on-site. Following the evacuation of the mining site 
in early August, the adjacent village had been destroyed. 


Artisanal miners and their dependants had reportedly 


dispersed to other mining sites and some returned to neighbour- 
ing towns. “No immediate risks to the environment were 
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observed," said:Alain Pasche of the UN assessment team, 
"though we have taken samples of water, soil and sediments, 
which will be further analysed in Switzerland for heavy metal 
concentration." (UN News Service, New York, Nov 9) 


EGYPT 


a. Editor kidnapped, assaulted: The Egyptian ` 


Organization for Human Rights (EOQHR) is deeply 
concerna2d by reports of the kidnapping of journalist 
Abdel Halim Qandeal, editor of the Nasserite weekly 
Al Araby, from his house in the Pyramids area. 


k called for an immediate enquiry. 


On his way home at dawn, Nov 2, a speeding car stopped 
in front o% him and its passengers, four men wearing civilian 
clothes, forced him to get into the car. 


They dlindfolded, punched and kicked him and threatened 
him with knives. They threatened to kill him “so that [he will] stop 
talking" and left him naked in a remote area in Muqattem, Cairo. 
Qandeel 5 a well known critic of the ruling regime. 


in August 1995, the writer and journalist Gamal Badawy, the 
then editcr of Af Wafd, was subject to a frenzied assault by ten 
men of an unknown identity, while in June of the same year 
journalist Mohamed Abdel Qadouss was similarly assaulted after 
the two men announced their opposition to Law 93 [1995]. 


Attempts to intimidate opposition journalists date back to 
1988; the late Moustafa Shordy, A/ Wafd journalist Ayman Nour 
and Abdel Azeem Manaf, the then editor of Sowt A/ Arab, all 
falling victim to such attacks. (Egyptian Organization for 
Human Rights, Cairo, Nov 3) 


CPJ condemns attack on editor: The Committee to 
Protect Journalists condemned the vicious attack on Abdel 
Halim Qandeel, editor and columnist of the opposition weekly 
Al-Arabi. 


"We condemn this outrageous attack, which sends a chilling 
message to Egyptian journalists," said CPJ’s Executive Director 
Ann Coober. 


"Autiorities must pursue a credible, independent investi- 
gation irto this attack and make their findings public. The 
perpetrators must be brought to justice.” 


Local journalists described Kandil as a bold critic of President 
Hosni Mubarak’s regime, in print and in appearances on Arab 
satellite channels. 


Al-Arabi has published several critical columns about the 
political future of Mubarak’s son, Gamal, who many believe is 
being groomed as the next president. (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, Nov 4) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. IPI call to reconsider the press law: The 
International Press Institute (IPI) has called on the 
Ethiopian Prime Minister, Meles Zenawi, to recon- 
sider the need for a new press law. 
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It has asked him to ensure that any new legislation meets 
the requirements of the Constitution and international standards 
on press freedom and freedom of expression. 


For nearly three years, the Ethiopian government has been 
involved in drafting a new press law and, while there have been 
some improvements, as well as further promises to review the 
substance of the draft law, IPI remains worried that the final 
press law will contain sections that seriously inhibit a free and 
open media environment in Ethiopia. 


IPI is particularly concerned about the existence of terms of 
imprisonment for breaches of the proposed law that would have 
a chilling effect on the media and lead to journalists being 
punished for practicing their profession. 


Other worrying provisions include powers enabling the 
government to impound newspapers, an unduly burdensome 
right of reply’ policy and certain definitions that appear to be a 
denial of free expression and the right to have an inclusive media 
profession. (International Press Institute, Vienna, Nov 10) 


Roads lead to new life and progress in 
Ethiopia: A few months ago, desalegn Godebo’s 

uram wife descended into a feversish delir- 
Spotlight ium. "It was as if she were mad," the 
farmer said, shuddering at the memory. "She was 
scratching me like a crazy woman". 

Before a new road was built through this village, Gedebo 
would have loaded his wife onto his back and hiked six hour 
long narrow dirt paths to Awasa, a small city. 

Instead, he lifted her into a truck for the one-hour ride to 
town. Her condition was diagnosed as malaria and typhoid. She 
is well now and back home caring for their baby. 


The dirt-and-gravel road may look like a timeless feature of 


‘the Great Rift Valley. But it is, in fact, part of a huge public 


road-building project that is slowly hauling one of the poorest, 
hungriest nations on earth into modernity. 


The people who live along it divide time into two eras: Before 
the Road and After the Road. Because of the road, people can 
bring their sick to the hospital and their children to distant 
schools. Farmers who had only their own feet or a donkey's 
back for transport can now transport their crops to market. 


Road-building is coming back in style as a way to combat 
rural poverty in Africa. Support for roads in Africa, particularly 
from the World Bank, is growing again after a decade of decline 
in the 1990's. 


Then, the bank reduced lending for roads. It was battered 
by aggressive opposition from international nonprofit groups, and 
concerned about ill-governed countries where roads deteriorated 
as fast as they could be built. 


Senior policy makers also held the mistaken belief that the 
private sector would fill the void, building toll roads for profit. 
"We were nave", said Maryvonne Plessis-Fraissard, the World 
Bank's transport director. "Who was going to do rural roads in 
the middle of Africa?” 


While no one expect roads alone to end the chronic hunger 
faced by millions of Ethiopians or the famines that loom 
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periodically, most development experts agree that they are a 
precondition for progress-——and were essential to the success of 
the Green Revolution that produced abundance in much of Asia 
but bypassd Africa. 


Farmers need to produce enough to feed their families and 
have some left to sell. Roads make it possible for them to bring 
in the fertilizer and seed that will improve productivity. And roads 
make it possible for them to truck their crops to market. 


Since 2000, the World Bank has doubled its lending for roads 
in Africa to $800 million, still only a small fraction of what is 
needed, bank officials say. Ethiopia itself has spent $1 billion on 
roads in the past seven years—haif from international donors— 
but plans to spend more than that in just the next three years. 
It has doubled the length of its rural roads network and rebuilt 
crumbling highways. 


Even with the new burst of investment, the country expects 
that by 2007 it will be able to reduce the total of farmers who 
live more than half a day's walk from a road only to 50 per cent 
from 65 per cent. 


The little road that runs to the village of Shamene from Awasa 
is not much to look at. But it has given Joseph Lekie, a father 
of nine, the means to educate his children. Now that he can sell 
his corn at a better price, he has invested in fertilizer so he can 
produce a little surplus. He estimated that he makes an extra 
$20 a year—a substantial sum in a country where per capital 
income is still $100 a year. 


Lekie explained that the sale of two sacks of dried corn 
kernals would pay for his eldest son, Mikael, to ride a truck to 
school in Awasa, where the boy attends eighth grade. "We spend 
all our profits on schooling," he said. "My children can change 
their lives if they are educated. ! don’t want them to be farmers. 
i don’t want them to be like me". (Celia W Dugger in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Nov 13) 


GHANA 


a. Seven coup plotters arrested: The govern- 
ment said, Nov 6, that they have arrested seven 
serving and retired military personnel who at- 
tempted to overthrow President John Kufuor. 


The arrest came barely a month before Ghana's election 
in which Kufuor will vie with four other candidates. Officials 
who spoke about the alleged coup said that the plotters 
planned to destabilise and sabotage the presidential election 
on December 7. 


Ghana's security agencies have been monitoring the threat. 
Officials gave no names or other details of those arrested. The 
security agencies have confirmed that some persons are being 
questioned in connection with conspiracy to subvert the 
democratic government and perpetuate certain terrorist ac- 
tions. 


A press release from the Criminal Investigation Department 
of the Ghana Police signed by its Director D. Asante-Apeatu, 
Nov 6, said appropriate legal advice would be sought when 
necessary to determine the appearance of those persons before 
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the court of law. The release gave the assurance that security 
agencies had monitored the threat and had always taken the 
appropriate action to ensure that constitution was protected. 
(This Day, Lagos, Nov 7) 


GUINEA 


a. Foreign firms scramble for iron, bauxite: 
Environmentalists have reacted with guarded cau- 
tion to announcements of new plans to mine more 
bauxite and iron in Guinea. 


The plans were released after conclusion of the International 
Forum on the Mining Sector (FISM) held in the country in 
October. 


Guinea Ecologie, the only non-governmental organisation 
(NGO) in Guinea working the area, was not invited to the 
meeting, according officials. "We were not at the FISM. 


Nevertheless, if all the practices the big mining companies 
have already agreed to abandon continue to hold, we'll have 
little reason for worry. If not, there will be obvious environmental 
problems," Mamadou Saliou Diallo, Guinea Ecologie’s coordina- 
tor, told IPS. He admitted, though, that he is “concerned”. 


The meeting, held in the northeastern city of Boffa, about — 
130 kilometres from the Guinean capital Conakry, attracted 
multinational corporations such as Alcoa (the United States), 
Alcan (Canada), Rio Tinto (Britain) and fEuroNimba with 
ambitious mining projects. It is hoped that these projects will 
stimulate Guinea's economy, which is cash-strapped but rich in 
natural resources. 


Alcoa Guinea general-director, Ibrahima Danso told IPS that 
his company wants "to build a billion-dollar alumina refinery 
capable of processing 1.5 million metric tonnes per year in 
Kamsar, Boke," in the north of the country, about 300 kilometres 
from Conakry. (inter Press Service, Johannesburg, Nov 8) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Army bombs French military base, nine 
killed: Ivorian government warplanes bombed a 
French military base, Nov 6, killing nine peacekeep- 
ers and wounding 31 as the army continued its 


offensive on the rebel-held north for the third day. 


The French military said a US national had also been killed 
in the attack on the town of Bouake, the stronghold of the New 
Forces group. 


"We retaliated and destroyed two Sukhoi 25s [warplanes] on 
the ground at Yamoussoukro airport,” Col Henri Aussavy, 
spokesman for the French peacekeeping force in ivory Coast 
said. 


The order to retaliate came directly from French President 
Jacques Chirac in Paris. "(He) ordered the immediate destruction 
of the Ivorian military resources used in violation of the 
ceasefire,” his office said in a statement. 


Defence Minister Michele Alliot-Marie said later that five 
Ivorian government helicopters had aiso been destroyed. The 
UN Security Council held an emergency meeting in New York, 
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Nov 6, to discuss the Ivorian crisis. ‘Some 4, 000 French 
peacekeepers along with 6,000 UN troops patrol a buffer zone 
that cuts through Ivory Coast, dividing the. world’s top cocoa 
producer into a rebel-held north and a government-controlled 
south. A ceasefire between Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo 
and the rebels had been in place for eighteen months, until 
government war planes launched an aerial assault, Nov 4. (UN 
Integrated Regional information Networks, Yamoussoukro, 
Nov 7) i 


Militants rampage in Abidjan, foreigners airlifted: Militant 
supporters of President Laurent Gbagbo rampaged through 
Abidjan's streets overnight, looting and burning French homes, 
schools end businesses and forcing France's military to airlift 
more than 150 foreigners to safety and send in troops to restore 
calm. 


The violence erupted in Ivory Coast's commercial capital after 
France destroyed almost the entire airforce of its former colony, 
following the Ivorian army's bombardment of a French base in 
the north. Nine French peacekeepers and one American civilian 
died in the bombing, Nov 6, on the rebel town of Bouake. 
Pro-Gbagbo militants, some wielding. machetes and sticks, set, 
fire to three French schools and the offices of the Orange mobile 
phone ccmpany. French-owned restaurants, hotels and homes 
were aiso looted as militant leader Charles Ble Goude called on 
his Young Patriots group to “go and liberate Ivory Coast". 


"They broke everything in the house. They took everything 
they could, and everything else is ruined or destroyed," Viviane, 
a French resident in the upmarket suburb of Cocody, said, Nov 
7. "My husband is French, he has a business and these people 
apparently knew that." (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Abidjan, Nov 7) 


Media targeted as ceasefire collapses: Following the 
collapse of a ceasefire agreement between government and 
rebel forces, gangs of militias reportedly linked to the ruling 
lvoirian Popular Front (FPI} have declared war on opposition 
media, 


Newspapers are expressing alarm following violent attacks 
against four private newspapers in the capital, Abidjan. On 
November 4, more than 100 armed youths attacked the offices 
of Le Patriote, 24 Heures, Le Nouveau Rveil and Le Libral 
Nouveat, looting and destroying equipment and documents, 
reported the Media Foundation for West Africa (MFWA), the 
Committze to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Reporters Without 
Borders (Reporters Sans Frontieres, (RSF) and the International 
Federation of Journalists (IF J). 


Workers from the four newspapers escaped unharmed. 
Howeve’, they said they received threats accusing them of 
supporting the rebels and they feared for their safety. None of 
the newspapers are currently able to publish because of the 
damage to their premises and equipment. The attackers are 
believed to be members of the "Young Patriots," a militia that 
supports President Laurent Gbagbo’s FPI party. (international 
Freedom of Expression Exchange Clearing House, Toronto, 
Nov 10} 
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CPJ outraged by attacks on newspaper offices: Ina letter 
to President Laurent Gbagbo, Nov 6, CPJ expressed its outrage 
over violent attacks carried out on November 4 on four private 
newspapers in Abidjan, and by a government ban against eight 
newspapers. l 


These grave attacks on press freedom came as hostilities 
resumed in the rebel-held north of the country. CPJ also 
expressed alarm at the silencing of three international radio 
stations in Abidjan, reportedly by an act of sabotage. 


On the afternoon of November 4, gangs of more than 100 
armed youths attacked private dailies Le Patriote, 24 Heures, 
Le Nouveau Rveil and Le Libral Nouveau, looting and destroying 
equipment and documents, according to local sources and 
international news reports. They set fire to the premises of Le 
Patriote, 24 Heures and Le Libral Nouveau, which were badly 
damaged. CPJ sources said they believe the attackers were 
"Young Patriots,” militia loyal to President Gbagbo’s Ivoirian 
Popular Front (FPI). All four newspapers mahaged to evacuate 
staff, and no one was hurt. (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New York, Nov 8) 


Annan renews call for end to violence: United Nations 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan issued a new call, Nov 11, to all 
parties in Ivory Coast to end violence and do everything possible 
to prevent “the devastating resurgence of ethnic conflict" after 
a government breach of the ceasefire with rebels led to a fresh 
outbreak of turmoil in the country. 


While the situation on the ground was reported to have 
improved somewhat, Annan condemned the use of hate media 
"which is fuelling the tensions, xenophobia and inciting violent 
acts," and reminded “all concerned that they may be held 
accountable for their acts, in conformity with international 
criminal, human rights and humanitarian law." 


Annan’s call came as UN humanitarian agencies and their 
partners worked to deliver as much assistance as possible in 
an environment rendered precarious following the violence which 
began when the Government violated the nearly two-year-old 
ceasefire by launching an attack in the UN-patrolled Zone of 
Confidence (ZOC) separating the combatants. (UN News 
Service, New York, Nov 11) 


UN suspends aid operations after fighting breaks out: 
in a major violation of the ceasefire in Ivory Coast, Government 
forces, Nov 4, attacked positions held by the rebel Forces 
Nouvelles, prompting United Nations humanitarian agencies to 
suspend their aid operations across the country. 


The attacks took place in Bouak and Korhogo, where up to 
several dozen civilians may have been killed and wounded. 


In a statement released by his spokesman, the Secretary- 
General, who briefed the Council, Nov 4, behind closed doors, 
urged President Laurent Gbagbo and all the Ivorian parties to 
immediately cease all hostilities and to take all possible actions ` 
to prevent further bloodshed. He strongly called for the 
immediate resumption of dialogue so that the peace process 
can go forward, and reminded the parties that they must ensure 
the protection and safety of the civilian population as well as UN 
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and other international personnel. The: UN’ Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) warned that the 
fighting around the northern city of Bouak threatened to cut off 
thousands of people from urgently needed relief aid. 


Tensions across ivory Coast have forced the UN to suspend 
its humanitarian operations throughout the country. With the 
country still struggling to emerge from a two-year humanitarian 
crisis, the UN's Emergency Relief Coordinator, Jan Egeland, 
warned that “a prolonged suspension of aid programmes would 
endanger thousands of lives." (UN News Service, New York, 
Nov 4) 


Evacuations begin: France and the United Nations, Nov 10, 
began evacuating thousands of French and other expatriates 
trapped at homes, UN offices and a French military base during 
four days of rampages targeting French citizens and troops in 
the country. 


France alone expected to fly out between 4,000 to 8,000 of 
its citizens from across Ivory Coast—potentially the majority of 
the 14,000 French still in the former French colony, a French 
Official said. "It is on a voluntary basis. We are not going to 
evacuate all our French citizens because they are too many", 
the official said. Aid workers, businesspeople and long time 
residents of the former French colony huddled at UN agencies, 
many of them resuced from their homes by French troops amid 
looting and burning. (Hindu, New Delhi, Nov 11) 


African leaders back curbs: African leaders backed an 
arms embargo and other immediate UN sanctions against Ivory 
Coast President, Laurent Gbagbo’s hard-line Government even 
further in its deadly confrontation with its former colonial ruler, 
France. 


As a French-led evacuation of Ivory Coast builds to one of 
Africa’s largest, the French President, Jacques Chirac, de- 
nounced President Laurent Gbagbo's “questionable regime"— 
and said France would not tolerate any more. "We do not want 
to allow a system to develop that would lead only to anarchy or 
a regime of a fascist nature", Chirac told an audience in the 
southern French city of Marseille. (Hindu, New Delhi, Nov 16) 


[Background Ivory Coast, page 1503:a] 


KENYA 


a. Wildlife college closed: Kenya Wildlife 
Training College was closed indefinitely, Nov 12, 
and the 926 recruits at the centre sent home. 


They were to be paid a travel allowance to enable them to 
reach home, Government spokesman Alfred Mutua said, Nov 
12. He said at his Kenyatta International Conference Centre 
office in Nairobi: “The Government has found it necessary to halt 
the training due to flaws in their recruitment’ As investigations 
over the anomalies and other issues continue, we shail strive to 
update the recruits and members of the public on the next steps 
to be taken." At the same time, Dr Mutua said several lists were 
circulating containing names of people said to have influenced 
the recruitment. “The fact that there is more than one list (in 
circulation)-raises key questions as to their authenticity,” he said. 
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"Investigations are being carried out to ascertain the source 
of the lists and whether they are credible.” The Government, Dr 
Mutua said, regretted that it had to send the recruits home. On 
Nov 10, déteéctives investigating the recruitment scandal re- 
trieved letters from politicians and top civil servants seeking 
training slots. (Nation, Nairobi, Nov 13} 


b. Firm probed for illegal missiles deal: A 
Kenyan company is at the centre of an investigation 
into a multi-billion shilling illegal weapons trade in 
the Ukraine. 


The company was expected to deliver the shipment of aircraft 
and surface-to-air missiles, long-range multiple rocket launchers, 
anti-tank missiles, radars and machine-guns to an Iragi customer, 
said Serhiy Rudenko, a spokesman for the Ukrainian prosecutor 
general's office. Four people - from Greece, Iraq and Pakistan 
- were early in 2004 arrested on suspicion of the illegal weapons 
trade which was intended to procure sophisticated weaponry 
worth more than Sh64 billion ($800 million) for an unspecified 
force fighting in Iraq, it was reported. 


The report did not specify which Iraqi force was a potential 
buyer of the weapons. Earlier, Rudenko said the four also tried 
to hire mercenaries to fight in Iraq and other conflict areas. 
Ukraine has long been under scrutiny for murky weapons deals 
and mishandling of its vast weapons depots inherited after the 
Soviet collapse, including the 2002 alleged sale of sophisticated 
radars to former iraqi President Saddam Hussein. (Nation, 
Nairobi, ,Nov 12) i 


LESOTHO 


a. Rise in HIV-positive babies: At least 15 per 
cent of babies born in Lesotho each year are 
HIV-positive, the government and the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) said. 


A joint report on the country's women and children, released, 
Nov 10, showed that between five and seven thousand newborns 
were infected - more than double the number just two years ago. 


The document said the majority of HIV infections were the 
result of mother-to-child transmission (MTCT), and a lack of 
education on MTCT prevention only worsened the situation. 
There are more than 91,000 AIDS orphans aged up to 18 years 
in the tiny mountain kingdom of Lesotho. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Johannesburg Nov 11) 


LIBERIA 


a. UN begins six-month drive to return 
260,000 displaced Liberians: The first batch of 
500 internally displaced persons (IDPs) and spon- 
taneous returnees in Liberia began their journey 
home, kicking off a six-month United Nations drive 
to settle more than 260,000 people uprooted by a 
decade and a half of civil war in the country. 


“A new day is upon us, where those who sought immediate 
shelter and refuge in Liberia 's capital - far away from their 
communities and livelihood - are ready to reclaim their lives and 
embark on the journey home," top UN envoy Jacques Paul Klein 
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said, Nov 8, flagging off the convoy of trucks carrying the 
returnees. "Yesterday's dreams are today’s realities," Klein, 
Secretar/-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative and 
Coordinétor of UN Operations in Liberia, said, recalling the worst 
moments of the country's civil strife when returning home seemed 
both an improbable and distant dream for those scattered inside 
and outside its borders. 


This milestone in Liberia's ongoing transition from conflict 
and destruction to a future of gradual recovery and rehabilitation 
paves the way for many others to follow and by April the UN 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and its partners hope 
to help the 261,886 IDPs living in 20 camps near Monrovia, the 
capital, to go home. (UN News Service, New York, Nov 9) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. CNE condemns violence in election cam- 
paign: Mozambique’s National Elections Commis- 
sion (GNE), Oct 29, condemned the acts of violence 
that have occurred during the campaign for the 
December general elections, but insisted that such 
incidents are “sporadic and isolated". 


The CNE statement, read out by its chairperson, Rev Arao 
Litsun, claimed that in general the election campaign has been 
marked by "a climate of peace, tranquillity, concord and 
harmony". But there were also “people who, acting on their own 
account, or obeying the instructions of others, practice inappro- 
priate acts, or demonstrate attitudes which to some extent violate 
the law. These attitudes may besmirch the process". 


The CNE, Litsuri’s statement said "cannot but condemn 
vehemently such behaviour, no matter how small scale and 
localised it may be". The Commission appealed to everyone 
involved in the elections to maintain a civic attitude "to guarantee 
freedom, mutual respect, tolerance and public order". 


The CNE gave no details of any of the "inappropriate acts", 
nor did it indicate which parties were responsible. In fact, both 
main contenders, the ruling Frelimo Party and the former rebel 
movement Renamo, have accused the other of physical assault, 
and disrupting election rallies. (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, Nov 2) 


PDD alleges harassment in Cabo Delgado: The opposition 
Party for Peace, Democracy and Development (PDD) has 
claimed that it is being harassed by the ruling Frelimo Party in 
the northern Mozambican province of Cabo Delgado. 


The head of the PDD election office in Cabo Delgado, 
Bernardo Caixote, cited in the Nov 11 issue of the Maputo daily 
Noticias, that in Montepuez district the police detained three 
PDD members after a minor clash, which Caixote insisted was 
causec by Frelimo. 


He said that, as part of their election campaign activities, 
PDD members were playing football, when a Frelimo vehicle 
drove straight across the field they were using. A fracas ensued, 
and the police arrested the three PDD members. 


Ca xote said that in the coastal district of Mecufi the local 
administrator ordered the removal of a PDD flag that was flying 
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beside the house of a PDD representative. The administrator, 
Agostinho Manila, who also happened to be head of the Frelimo 
election office in Mecufi, claimed it was "illegal" to fly party flags 
without authorisation. Flagpoles, he said, in a note delivered to 
the PDD representative, "depend on a prior request and 
authorisation given by the relevant local administrative authori- 
ties". (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 
Nov 11) 


b. Foreign minister launches ‘demining 
week’: Mozambique’s demining programme has 
resulted in the destruction of over 38,000 anti-per- 
sonnel land mines, and 35,000 other items of 
unexploded ordnance, Foreign Minister Leonardo 
Simao announced in Maputo, Nov 14. 


Launching a "demining week", under the theme "For a world 
Free of Land Mines", Simao said that an area of 57 million square 
metres has now been cleared of mines.in addition, as part of 
the country's obligations under the Ottawa treaty banning 
anti-personal mines, the Mozambican Armed Forces (FADM) 
have destroyed their remaining stocks, which had totalled 37,878 
mines. Thanks to the mine clearance, said Simao, "it was 
possible to open new schools, health posts, roads, bridges, 
welis".Such undertakings as the gas pipeline from Inhambane 
province to South Africa, and the Greater Limpopo Transfrontier 
Park, had also depended on demining, he added. 


To achieve these results, the government had relied on 
support from its cooperation partners, whose contribution to 
demining now stood at over 95 million US dollars. The idea of 
a "demining week", said Simao, arose when the International 
Campaign to Ban Landmines asked the government for 
authorisation to launch its 2004 report, covering the last five 
years, in Maputo. The government immediately agreed, and the 
report will be unveiled, Nov 16. (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, Nov 15) 


NAMIBIA 


a. Smooth voting in Namibia: Namibians voted, 
Nov 15, to choose a successor to the only leader 
they have ever known. 


Election officials said the first of two days of voting for the 
President and Parliament started smoothly. The Namibian 
President, Sam Nujoma, who led a 23-year independence war 
against neighbouring South Africa, is retiring after 14 years as 
President. and most observers expect his handpicked successor, 
Hifikepunye Pohamba, to score an easy victory. 


Most polling stations opened at 7 am local time, although 
some opened late, said the Electoral Commission director, 
Philemon Kanime, adding that voting was running smoothly. 


~ Results are not expected until Nov 19. Hundreds of people, 
some carrying umbrellas to ward off threatening rain, lined up 
at polling stations across the capital. 


Nine parties are fielding presidential candidates, but none 
are expected to pose much of a threat to Pohamba, who has 
the backing of Nujoma’s South West Africa People’s Organisa- 
tion. (Hindu, New Delhi, Nov 16) 
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b. Cops seize 13 escapees: Thirteen of the 61 
trial-awaiting prisoners who escaped from police 
cells at the Wanaheda police station have so far 
been re-arrested since the embarrassing jailbreak, 
Nov 5, said Chief Inspector Hieronymus: Goraseb. 


Of those re-captured, six are in custody for a host of serious 
crimes, among them rape, while the bulk of them were in custody 
for minor crimes and are considered not to be dangerous. 


When asked how the mass jailbreak occurred, the recently 
redeployed senior police spokesman Goraseb cited negligence 
and failure to provide the necessary security to keep the 
trial-awaiting detainees locked up. 


“Negligence was there from our side, but we are taking these 
investigations very seriously, as we are trying to assess the 
situation on the ground," he explained. 


He said another worrying factor is the overcrowding at police 
cells that results from people who fail to pay bail on time and 
are kept in police custody. 


"There's a high number of illegal immigrants kept at 
' Wanaheda Police Station and the capacity of that building can 
only take 150 (people), said the chief inspector, who until his 
recent redeployment was the regional police commander in the 
Caprivi Region. 


“There is now more than double that number (300), making 
it impossible to lock up all the inmates in their cells," said 
Goraseb. Some.of the inmates are reportedly even sleeping 
in corridors as a result of the problem. (New Era, Windhoek, 
Nov 9) 


NIGERIA 


a. Cholera epidemic—60 dead, 300 hospital- 
ised: Sixty persons died and 300 hospitalised 
following-an-outbreak of cholera epidemic in Luleha- 
Uzébba and surrounding communities in Edo State. 


Already, residents of the affected areas of Uzebba, Okuje 
and Okagbon have started moving out of the communities in 
their hundreds raising fear that such mass movement into the 
state capital may cause a spread of the epidemic. 


Vanguard said that the cholera outbreak worsened when 
victims failed to visit recognized hospitals and their contin- 
ued consumption of contaminated water. (Vanguard, Lagos, 
Nov 12) 


RWANDA 


a. Editor of independent newspaper tried on 
criminal charges: The editor of Umuseso, a 
Rwandan language independent weekly, was tried, 
Nov 16, on criminal charges for defamation and 
"divisionism" in connection with an article that 
accused parliamentary Vice President Denis Polisi 
of plotting to seize power. 


The Committee to Protect Journalists condemned the trial, 
saying journalists should not be criminally prosecuted for 
reporting critically about government officials. 
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A verdict is expected soon, following the one-day trial 
of Editor Charles -Kabonero, who is also director of the 
Rwanda Independent Media Group (RIMEG), the newspa- 
per’s owner. The prosecution asked for a prison sentence of 
four years and a fine of 300,000 Rwandan francs (about 
US$526), according to local journalists. 


Polisi’ filed a criminal complaint after Umuseso reported 
speculation about: his political aspirations and divisions in the 
ruling Rwandan Patriotic Front. 


Umuseso staff members say they were also harassed and 
threatened after the August article appeared, prompting Kabon- 
ero to go into hiding for about 10 days. (Committee to Protect 
Journalists, New York, Nov 16) 


SENEGAL 


a. Assistance for coastal and biodiversity 
management project: The World Bank Board of 
Directors, Nov 1, approved a project to manage 
marine and coastal resources in the Republic of 
Senegal. 


The Integrated Marine and Coastal resources Management 
Project (GIRMaC) has an overall cost of US$16.5 million, which 
includes a US$10 million credit from the International Develop- 
ment Association (IDA) and a US$5 million grant from the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) that was approved by the GEF 
Council in October 2004. 


The project aims to increase the sustainable management 
of marine and coastal resources in three pilot areas by 
communities and the Government. The project pursues the 
responsible exploitation of fish resources combined with the 
protection of the ecosystems and ecological processes critical 
for their replenishment. 


Senegal’s coastline is under the direct influence of the 
Canary Current, one of the global 200 ecoregions defined by 
World Wildlife Fund, which constitutes one of the richest and 
most productive upwelling areas in the eastern tropical Atlantic 
Ocean. The nutrients provided by the upwelling are further 
boosted by the nutrient rich waters carried by the Senegal River. 
(Worid Bank, Washington, DC, Nov 11) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. 65 prisoners escape from captivity: Panic 
gripped Freetown, Nov 9, with schools, offices and 
shops hurriedly closed down following reports that 
over 65 remand prisoners escaped from the 
Pademba Road maximum prison. 


Reports said the prisoners were returning from court when 
they started jumping randomly out of the vehicle that brought 
them from court to the entrance gate of the prison. Information 
Minister, Prof. Septimus Kaikai said the incident was not a 
jailbreak as earlier rumoured by certain sections of the public. 


He maintained that some prisoners who were in court that 
day-but their cases did not come up for hearing made the escape. 


~ 
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"The police is on top of the situation and the public should 
not worry,” Prof. Kaikai said and added that the incident was not 
a riot by che prisoners. 


He asked the public to report the whereabouts of the escaped 
prisoners to the nearest police station. (Concord Times, 
Freetown, Nov 9) 


SOMALIA 


a. Gunmen raid president’s residence: Gun- 
men raided the residence of Somalia President 
Abdulahi Yusuf only hours after he had moved into 
the Nairobi home, it was reported, Nov 17. 


President Yusuf was not injured in the attack, whose motive 
is yet to be established, but it raises fears about the safety of 
the new leader whose recent election was expected to herald 
peace for the war-torn country. 


The President's compound in the plush Kitisuru area was 
turned into a battlefield as his General Service Unit security team 
exchanged gunfire with the infiltrators, Nov 16. 


President Yusuf'’s security force thwarted the attack by firing 
more than 90 bullets at the assailants as they also fired back. 


No one was killed in the shootout and the assailants 
escaped. The President was said to have been asleep as the 
15-minute shoot-out ensued. 


There was a burst of gunfire in the compound that sent panic 
among the president's neighbours. (East African Standard, 
Nairobi, Nov 17) 


[Background Info. Somalia, page 1507:a] 


b. UN urged to probe war crimes: Rights 
groups are sceptical of the ability of the Somali 
government to address the thorny issues of human 
rights abuses which have been at the heart of the 
collapse of Somalia since 1991. 


Even before Somalia's peace agreement was signed in 
Kenya's capita! Nairobi in October, the G10, an umbrella of ten 
local human rights groups, had warned that the warlords 
jockeying for power were not the right people to restore human 
rights in the country. 


"Leaders and commanders of armed factions who would 
face indictment for committing war crimes and crimes 
against humanity have been negotiating a peace deal whose 
mainstey is power-sharing for governance in a post-conflict 
Somalia," said G10 in its ‘Human Rights Status Report: The 
Somali Situation", published by NOVIB, a Dutch relief 
organisation. 


"The fact that the peace (process) is dominated by 
warlords raises an important issue: how will the (process) 
yield a framework that addresses past gross human rights 
violations including documented cases of political killings, 
massacres, mass rapes, indiscriminate killing of unarmed 
civilians, forced occupations and displacements, among 
others?” the report said. (Inter Press Service, Johannes- 
burg, Nov 8) 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Agreement on housing the poor signed 
with Cuba: The Government has signed a frame- 
work agreement with Cuba to help boost the 
country’s plans of providing proper shelter for the 
poor. 


Housing Minister Lindiwe Sisulu and Cuban Deputy Minister 
of Construction, Rene Mesa, signed the agreement, Nov 10. 
This paves the way for provinces to enter into specific 
agreements with Cuba to provide technical expertise according 
to their housing needs. 


Speaking after the signing ceremony, Western Cape MEC 
for Housing and Local Government, Marius Fransman said the 
Cubans would be deployed to aid the People’s Housing Process 
(PHP). “That agreement will deal with technical assistance to be 
rendered by Cuban architects and engineers to support the low 
cost housing process in South Africa,” 


In terms of the PHP, poor South Africans will access 
government's subsidies and build their own house. The Cuban 
experts are expected to help these communities who often lack 
construction skills. They will be based within the communities 
they will be assisting to share with them knowledge and skills. 


Fransman said government's new Comprehensive Human 
Settlement Plan addressed issues of quality houses. (BuaNews, 
Pretoria, Nov 10) 


b. Mbeki on historic trip to boost EU trade 
ties: In a move set to keep South Africa on the 
European Union’s (EU’s) radar screen, President 
Thabo Mbeki, Nov 15, led a top delegation to the 
EU, the first such visit by a South African President 
since 1994. 


When the EU included 10 new members in May 2004, trade 
analysts feared that SA and other developing countries could 
fall off the EU's list of priorities. 


The EU is SA's biggest trading partner, accounting for more 
than 40% of the country's international trade, which is largely 
governed by the Trade, Development and Co-operation Agree- 
ment. This seeks to create a freetrade area between SA and 
the EU by 2012. 


Among those accompanying Mbeki are Foreign Affairs 
Minister Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, Trade and Industry Minister 
Mandisi Mpahlwa, Defence Minister Mosiuoa Lekota and Deputy 
Finance Minister Jabu. Moleketi. The delegation will have 
meetings in Belgium and the Netherlands. 


Hilton Zunckel, senior researcher at the University of 
Stellenbosch-based Trade Law-Centre of Southern Africa, said 
that discussions on trade were likely to concentrate on a 
mid-term review of the SA-EU trade agreement. "The South 
African government will obviously want to see certain issues 
revisited.” 


The agreement excludes agricultural products such as beef, 
wheat and maize. Zunckel said the parties might review the list. 
(Business Day, Johannesburg, Nov 15) 


1522 African Chronicle 


November 4—17, 2004 





SUDAN 


a. Parties sign security and humanitarian 
protocol: Parties to the Sudanese peace talks on 
November 9 signed a security protocol in Abuja 
which is expected to put an end to the hostilities in 
the Darfur region. l 


The security protocol imposes a ban on hostile military flights 
over the Darfur region and the rebel-held territory. It also 
envisages the disarming of the Janjaweed militia by the 
Sudanese government. Parties to the conflict will also revea! the 
location of their forces to the African Union cease-fire monitors. 


In a separate agreement on humanitarian protocol, aid 
workers would be allowed free access to deliver humanitarian 
aid to the Darfur region. 


The African Union President and peace talk host, President 
Olusegun Obasanjo, was present during the signing of the 
agreement. He expressed the hope that the agreements would 
be meticulously adhered to. (Nigeria First, Abuja, Nov 10) 


Annan hails new accords between Government and 
Darfur rebels: United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, 
Nov 10, warmly welcomed the signing of humanitarian and 
security accords between the Government and rebels in the 
western region of Darfur and urged them to resolve without delay 
what the international organization has called the world's worst 
humanitarian crisis. 


But at the same time the UN mission in Sudan reported that 
police, Nov 9, again raided the Al Geer refugee camp near Nyala, 
South Darfur destroying flimsy shacks, shooting in the air and 
shouting at terrified people. Due to the shots, UN agencies and 
partner groups were immediately withdrawn for their own safety 
into Nyala town. 


About 1.45 million people are internally displaced within 
Darfur, a vast area the size of France, where Janjaweed militias 
are accused of killing and raping thousands of villagers after 
rebel groups took up arms against the Sudanese Government 
in 2003. Another.200,000 are living as refugees in neighbouring 
Chad. 


The Government and two rebel groups - the Sudan Liberation 
Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the Justice and Equality Move- 
ment (JEM) - signed the Protocols on the improvement of the 
Humanitarian Situation and on the Enhancement of the Security 
Situation in Darfur at a meeting, Nov 9, in the Nigerian capital 
of Abuja. (UN News Service, New York, Nov 10) 


UN members accused of supplying arms to Sudan: 
Amnesty International has implicated four permanent members 
of the UN Security Council in the supply of arms to Sudan. 


In a’ report released, Nov 15, at a Nairobi hotel, the 
organisation accused the Security Council of doing little to stop 
the sale of arms to the war-torn country. Countries breaking the 
arms embargo are France, China, the USSR, the United 
Kingdom and the United States among others. Arms brokers in 
Ireland and the UK, the report said, were involved in negotiations 
to supply 2.25 million worth of arms to Sudan in September. 


Amnesty Arms and Security Director Brian Wood said the 
July resolution passed by the Security Council preventing the 
supply of military equipment to militias has not been honoured. 
The resolution outlawed the sale and supply of military and police 
equipment to the warring groups in Sudan. Woods appealed to 
the Security Council to impose a mandatory arms embargo on 
the government of Sudan to stop military supplies from reaching 
the parties in Darfur. 


The report indicated that military planes and helicopters used 
to bomb villages and support ground attacks on civilians were 
sold to Sudan by companies in Russia, China and Belarus. Small 
arms and light weapons are exported to Sudan mainly from 
China, France, lran and Saudi Arabia. (East African Standard, 
Nairobi, Nov 16) 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1508:a] 


b. 32,000 flee Kony raids: At least 32,000 
Sudanese refugees have crossed into Uganda 
following increasing raids on their villages by the 
Tete Resistance Army (LRA) rebels led by Joseph 

ony. 


The United Nations High Commission for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said in a statement, Nov 12, that the refugees had 
settled in the West Nile districts of Moyo, Adjumani, Yumbe and 
Arua. The new arrivals are part of an upward trend since the 
refugee numbers have been growing higher in the past months 
with another 1,000 refugees registered in September 2004. 


The Sudanese People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) and the 
Uganda People’s Defence Forces (UPDF) have in the past 
months destroyed LRA bases in southern Sudan. 


There are reports that SPLA fighters have been bringing their 
wives and children to refugee camps in Uganda to keep them 
away from frontlines as they intensify their offensive against the 
LRA in the Sudan. The UNHCR spokesperson, Dennis Duncan, 
said the upward trend of refugee influx was likely to continue 
yet the agency was running out of resources. "Unfortunately, we 
are at the end of our budget line for 2004. So all facets of our 
programming including schooling, medical assistance and hous- 
ing will be stretched to the limit,” Duncan said. (Monitor, 
Kampala, Nov 16) 


SWAZILAND 


a. Renegade chief expelled again despite 
court ruling: In a dramatic about-turn, the Swazi 
government at the weekend again banished rene- 
gade chief Mliba Fakudze, who was permitted to 
return to his ancestral land from exile, Nov 11. 


"We filed an affidavit with the Court of Appeal explaining 
what happened to the chief and his people, and that the court 
decision in their favour still has not been enforced," advocate 
Lucas Maziya, Chief Fakudze’s attorney, said. 


Security forces, Nov 14, arrived at Fakudze’s home in 
Macetjeni, 150 km east of the capital Mbabane, and ordered 
him to leave the area for a second time. In 2000, Fakudze and 
some 200 followers were evicted because they refused to accept 
a brother of King Mswati, Prince Maguga Dlamini, as their chief. 
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“Some of those in power felt the evictees’ return could not 
be allowed as long as they are [stili] defiant,” said a source at 
the justice ministry. 


Justice minister Prince David Diamini, another of Mswati’s 
brothers, told the Court of Appeal that the community had been 
free to return, when Prime Minister Themba Diamini had issued 
a statement reversing the government's earlier hard line position, 
in a bid to defuse a "rule of law" crisis. 


The Court of Appeal, Swaziland’s highest court, dissolved in 
Novembe- 2002 after the government refused to implement a 
court decision allowing the evictee’s return. 


Recertly, appeal court justices refused to hear new cases 
until their previous rulings were honoured. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Mbabane, Nov 15) 


UGANDA 


a. Govt orders unilateral truce in the north: 
The Ugandan government has announced an 
unilateral one-week cessation of the military offen- 
sive against the rebels of the Lord’s Resistance 
Army (LRA) in the northern region, in a move that 
could help end one of Africa's most brutal conflicts. 


“President Yoweri Museveni has ordered a seven-day 
suspension of UPDF [Uganda People's Defence Forces] opera- 
tions in a limited area of Acholi to allow the leadership of Kony’s 
group to meet and confirm that they accept his offer to come 
out of the bush," a press statement issued by the office of the 
President said, Nov 14. 


“What the President has announced is a breathing space for 
rebels to consult on his offer because they have indicated that 
they have not had time to consult," Onapito Ekomoloit, 
Museven’s press secretary said. 


The truce, which Onapito said would give the insurgents more 
time to make a decision on starting peace talks with the 
government, would commence, Nov 15. 


Museveni, he added, had agreed to suspend operations in 
particular areas of the region - some of which go up to the border 
with Sudan - so the rebels could find a meeting point. 


“The Kony group has been provided with a detailed map 
of this area," the statement added. "Any bandit that moves into 
this area for the purpose of those consultations will not be 
attacked. (UN Integrated Regional information Networks, 
Kampala, Nov 15) 


[Background Info. Uganda, page 1510:a] 


b. 1,000 IDPs face starvation in Gulu: Food 
shortage has hit the Internally Displaced People’s 
(IDP) camp in Acet. 


According to sources in the camp, the food given to the 
displaced persons is grossly inadequate and sometimes people, 
who have lost their WFP distribution cards, miss their rations. 
The camp has about 1,000 people. The Odek sub-county chief, 
Mathew Olobo, told The Monitor at his office in Acet that most 
IDPs were not registered with World Food Programme. 
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He said this had forced them to have one meal a day. "Food 
items are not enough for the population in the camp. This has 
often led to food thefts in the villages,” Olobo said. He said most 
IDPs fear going to the villages to grow crops due to rebel attacks. 


Meanwhile, the Commonwealth Secretariat in the UK has 
donated $h1.5 billion to the Internally Displaced Persons in 
Lapainat camp in Koro sub-county, about 9 km south-east of 
Gulu town. 


The Head of the Commonwealth Delegation to Gulu, 
Ignatius Takewira, said the money should finance income 
generating activities among the women and youth. (Monitor, 
Kampala, Nov 18) 


ZAMBIA 


a. 70 per cent of hospital beds occupied by 
HIV patients: The Parliamentary committee on 
health, community development and social welfare, 
Nov 12, told the House that 50 to 70 per cent of 
hospital beds are occupied by persons suffering 
from HIV-related ailments. 


Moving a motion to adopt the committee report, committee 
chairperson and member of parliament Grace Sialumba said the 
figures were alarming and posed'a challenge to all to find ways 
of helping persons in need of antiretroviral drugs (ARVs). 


“During the committee's tour of some hospitals, it was 
reported that 50 to 70 per cent of hospital beds were occupied. 
by persons suffering from HIV-related ailments," she said. 


Ms Sialumba said it was commendable and was a humani- 
tarian move by the government to subsidise ARVs. 


"However, during the committee’s interaction with both 
Ministry of Health officials and non-governmental stakeholders, 
it became apparent that the antiretroviral therapy programme 
has many hidden costs especially concerning the laboratory 
component which are far much higher than the cost of ARVs 
currently pegged at K40,000 per month,” Sialumba said. 


“Some of these tests are not only taken once, they have to 
be taken every quarter which presents more hardships for 
persons on ARVs who can barely afford the K40,000 monthly 
cost of the drugs." She said the majority of Zambians lived on 
less than K5,000 per day. (Post, Lusaka, Nov 13) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Lawyers slam MDC MP’s imprisonment: 
The International Bar Council has condemned the 
imprisonment of Movement for Democratic Change 
(MDC) MP Roy Bennett as harsh and degrading.. 


In a joint statement with the Bar Human Rights Committee 
of England and Wales, the international lawyers’ organisation 
said the one-year prison term with hard labour for such an 
offence was "unprecedented" and "fundamentally unsafe". 


The sentence, recommended by a parliamentary committee 
and confirmed by a vote, gave the opposition legislator no right 
of appeal or other recourse to a court of law. 
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Bennett pushed to the ground Justice minister Patrick 
Chinamasa during a parliamentary debate in May and was kicked 
from behind by Anti-Corruption minister Didymus Mutasa. 


“To any non-partisan observer, the process by which the 
sentence was imposed violates the right of any person to be 
tried by an impartial tribunal," read the statement by Peter Carter, 
chairman of the Bar Human Rights Committee, and Stephen 
Irwin, chairman of the Bar Council. 


"So too does denial of right of appeal to any court. If 
parliament proposes to act as a court, it must comply with the 
minimum standards of justice and fairness that apply to criminal 
process (including contempt) in international law and in every 
municipal system that honours the rule of law, namely the right 
to an impartial tribunal and the right to have an order reviewed." 


The Bar Council noted that after the imposition of the 
sentence, Bennett's place of imprisonment was not revealed to 
his legal representatives. 


"When they did locate him, they found that Bennett, a family 
man, had been stripped and clothed in a soiled prison garment 
that exposed his genitalia and buttocks,” the statement said. 
(Zimbabwe Independent, Harare, Nov 12) 


REGIONAL 


a. Many African countries have abolished 
death penalty: The worst thing about death row at 
the notorious Luzira Maximum Prison outside Kam- 


man Pi pala is not the grim physical 
aiman. Sas conditions, although Edmary 
Mpagi, who knows the place well, says they are 
grim indeed. 


Nor is it the bad food or the occasionally violent celimates. 
it is the waiting that can drive a prisoner mad, Mpagi said, the 
years of anticipation, never knowing exactly when the hangman 
will arrive. 


That waiting is all the worse if one happens to be innocent, 
as Mpagi was found to be after living for 18 years in the shadow 
of the gallows at Luzira. The man Mpagi was convicted of killing 
in 1982 was alive and well for all the years Mpagi sat behind 
bars. Mpagi emerged from prison in July 2000 showing 
surprisingly little bitterness. Much of his time now is spent on a 
campaign against government-sponsored killings. 


He is part of growing movement trying to wipe out the death 
penalty in Africa. Fifteen years ago only one African country, the 
island of Cape Verde off Africa's west coast, did not permit capital 
punishment, activists say. Today 10 countries have outiawed the 
death penalty, according to a recent tally compiled by Amnesty 
international, and another 10 have abolished it in practice. The 
anti-execution movement has been very powerful in West Africa, 
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where the number of countries in the Economic Community of 
West African’States that have either banned executions or halted 
them has risen to 10, from one. Southern Africa has also been 
moving away from capital punishment. It is outlawed in five 
countries in the Southern African Development Community: 
Angola, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia and South Africa. 
While it ts still permitted in Malawi and Zambia, the presidents 
of those countries have said they will not sign execution orders. 


In Kenya, President Mwai Kibaki has lifted the sentences of 
nearly 200 people who had been condemned to death and vowed 
not to allow any government-sponsored killings while he is in 
office. 


Tallying how many executions occur each year in Africa is 
difficult, activists say, because many countries carry out the 
killings quietly. Not so in Uganda, where 417 people languish 
on death row, and radio stations inform listeners of coming 
executions. Uganda would seem to be fertile ground for death 
penalty foes. it was here that idi Amin vented his rage on his 
populace. During his brutal rule in the 1970's Amin had no use 
for a death row. People were just summarily shot. 


Those days are past. Relative calm has come to the country, 
although there is still a rebel insurgency in the north, and human 
rights groups continue to criticize the government for sporadic 
acts of torture. But it is crime that many consider the biggest 
hazard, and that is what motivates death penalty advocates. 
Those who dare to take the life of another, violate a woman or 
commit a crime while wielding a gun ought to pay with their lives, 
proponents say. Opponents hoped to abolish capital punishment 
in 2004 as the country goes about rewriting its Constitution. But 
the blue-ribbon commission charged with reviewing the docu- 
ment recommended replacing the gallows with some other 
method that “ensures instant death”. 


Godfrey Ssebuwufu, an activist with Uganda Citizen's 
Rescue, contorts his face when asked about that decision. 


An ardent death penalty foe, Ssebuwufu says he opposes 
capital punishment on human rights ground and will not 
speculate whether lethal injection or electrocution is more 
humane than the noose. Now free from prison, Mpagi offers 
stomach-churning tales about life on death row. He tells about 
how he was sometimes forced to wash the gallows. He tells 
about hearing the crank turning, lifting the prisoner up, and the 
awful, indescribable sound as the prisoner then came plummet- 
ing back down. 


"it was 18 years and three months that | spent in there," 
Mpagi said. "There wasn't one day | didn’t think | was going to 
die. Others should not go through what | went through-—the 
guilty ones or the other innocent ones like me". (Marc Lacy in 
New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Oct 30) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Journalists release welcomed: Reporters 
Without Borders ( RSF) has welcomed the unex- 
pected provisional release of Hafnaoui Ghoul on 
November 25. 


Ghoul is the daily El-Youm’s correspondent in Djelfa and 
heads the Algerian League for the Defence of Human Rights’ 
regional office. He was arrested six months ago for libel. 


"Ghoul has been reunited with his family after being unjustly 
imprisoned for six long and hard months,” RSF said. 


“This good: news must now be followed by the dropping of 
alt the proceedings against him so that this judicial intrigue 
against him can end." 


The organisation said it hoped his release was a sign that 
the government had decided to defuse its "extremely stormy" 
relations with the privately-owned press. "Algerian journalists 
who are sued for libel should no longer have to fear prison 
sentences, a sword of Damocles that is contrary to international 
press freedom standards." 


‘We call on the Algerian authorities to display the same 
open-mindedness toward Le Matin editor Mohammed Benchi- 
cou, who was sentenced to two years in prison," RSF added. 
(Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Nov 29) 


{Background Info. Algeria, page 1441:a] 


ANGOLA 


a. First heart surgery by: tele-medicine: The 
first cardiac intervention of catheterism by tele-medi- 
cine in Angola. was successfully carried out, Nov 
24, in Luanda Military Hospital. 


The Angolan Public Television (TPA) broadcast the surgery 
live country-wide. During the 20-minute surgery, conducted on 
a 53-year-old woman, the doctors canalised the femoral vein 
and introduced the contrast to facilitate the visualisation of the 
heart. 


The unidentified patient, was conscious during the surgery. 


The patient got to the Military Hospital in critical condition, 
with pain in the chest for three months. 


The intervention by tele-medicine was carried out by three 
doctors, among them, two Angolans, Vasco Sabino and Rosa 
Cunha and the director of Radiology Services of renugars Gaia 
Hospital, cardiologist Vasco Gama. 

According to the doctors, the intervention by tele-medicine 
is advantageous because it reduces the diagnostic costs, avoids 
an open heart surgery and helps the patient to recover quickly. 
(Angola Press Agency, Luanda, Nov 24) 
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BOTSWANA 


a. MPs oppose BTA amendment Bill: Members 
of Parliament (MPs) are against attempts by the 
government to amend. the Botswana Telecommuni- 
cations Authority (BTA) Act of 1996. 


But Communications, Science and Technology Minister, 
Pelonomi Venson vigorously defended the amendment Bill she 
inherited from her predecessor, Boyce Sebetela. 


The Bill is meant to bring the BTA under the control of the 
minister and seeks to separate the position of the organisation's 
Chief Executive from that of the chairperson of the board. It 
requires the BTA to submit five-year strategic plans and annual 
plans to the minister. It gives the minister powers to make 
regulations on the recommendation of the BTA board and to set 
licensing fees and approve all decisions on the licensing of fixed 
line and celluar telephone services. i 


` :Molepolole North MP, Gaotihaetse Matlhabaphiri was the first 
to raise alarm when he said-he’was puzzled.by the move to 
hand over the function of the BTA board to the minister. He said 
it is detrimental to efforts by the country to lure investors given 
the bureaucratic nature of government's work as opposed to 
speedy operations of BTA. He wondered why the minister is 
pushing ahead with the amendment when BTA's performance is 
above reproach. (Reporter, Gaborone, Nov.29) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN. REPUBLIC 


a. Parliament passes law abolishing prison 
terms for journalists: Reporters Without Borders 
(RSF) has welcomed the passage of a law ending 
prison terms for press offences. 


The Central African Republic’s transitional Parliament 
adopted the law on November 25. 


"CAR journalists can be proud to have led a peaceful and 
successful campaign [to decriminalise press offences], which is 
so important for the building of a geniuine democracy," said RSF. 


"CAR citizens, journalists, politicians and governments will 
soon reap the benefits of the law's adoption, in terms of security, 
freedom and respect. We urge President Frangois. sien to 
obstruct this victory for democracy and to circulate. theztext [of 
the law] without delay,” the organisation added, s7 


The previous 1998 press law was particularly controversial. 
it included provisions for prison terms with no parole for 
"defamation" and the "publication of false news". In 2002, 
National Assembly parliamentarians had voted to reject a reform 
of the law and maintained the repressive 1998 legislation on the 
books. 
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The general outrcy surrounding the Maka Gbossokotto affair 
in the summer of 2004 undoubtedly helped to convince President 
Bozizi of the urgent need to reform the Press Code. Gbossokotto 
was arrested on July 8. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, 
Dec 1) 


CONGO 


a. Women raise their voice against violence: 
Hundreds of Congolese women appealed to the 
government, Nov 29, for better protection against 
gender-based violence, a persistent problem de- 
spite the end of years of fighting in the country. 


"In recent years, young men have taken pleasure in flirting 
with immoral values," Micheline Ngoulou, who heads the 
Congolese Association Against Violence Against Women, said. 
“They used [the] period of chaos to inflict violence against those 
who are most vulnerable: women." 


_ The appeal was made at a rally of women's organisations in 
the capital, Brazzaville, two days after the International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence against Women. 


The organisations called for tougher laws against offenders; 
the improvement of information and prevention mechanisms and 
a national programme to allow victims and offenders to 
reintegrate into society. (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Brazzaville, Nov 29) 


CONDO (DR) 


a. Kabila suspends 6 ministers, 10 company 
executives: Congolese President Joseph Kabila, 
Nov 25, suspended six ministers and 10 senior 
managers of state-owned companies, following a 
report by the National Assembly, accusing them of 
corruption... 


A presidential decree suspending the ministers for energy, 
transport and communication, mines, higher education, public 
works and fcreign trade, as well senior managers of 10 of the 
country’s state-owned companies affiliated with these ministers 
accused the officials of illegal payments and other unlawful 
acts. 


"The President of the republic has taken preventive measures 
that suspend certain ministers cited in the auditing report initiated 
by the National Assembly's Finance and Economic Committee,” 
the decree, which was read on national TV, stated. 


According to a member of the committee that wrote the 
report, the suspension was taken in agreement with the country’s 
four vice-presidents. 


"We noted that some ministers received money from the 
companies that were under their tutelage - we did a technical 
work [and] it is now up to the justice system to acquit or to 
sentence," the member said. 


A parliamentary inquiry was launched after the national audit 
office published a report in September citing embezzlement by 
the companies’ managers. 

The September report said a handful of managers earned 
monthly salaries ranging between US $8,000 and $32,000, and 
paid themselves other benefits. 
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In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, an average public 
servant earns $10 per month. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information-Networks, Goma, Nov 26) 


ERITREA 


a. ICRC repatriates 200 Ethiopian Civilians: 
The International Community of Red Cross (ICRC) 
on November 26, completed the repatriation of 200 
Ethiopian civilians from Eritrea to Ethiopia, The 
Daily Monitor said. 


According to information made available, the group crossed 
the border at the Mereb River bridge, located between the towns 
if Adi Quala in Eritrea, and Rama in Ethiopia. 


Amongst those repatriated were eight children and three 
medica? cases, who were eligible to join their families in Ethiopia, 
the ICRC stated. 


Acting in its capacity as a neutral independent intermediary, 
the ICRC carried out the repatriation with the cooperation of the 
authorities of both countries. 


ICRC delegates based in Eritrea, and an ambulance team 
of the Eritrean Red Cross reportedly accompanied the Ethiopian 
civilians on the first part of their journey, from Asmara, Eritrea, 
to the border where the crossing was completed. (Daily Monitor, 
Addis Ababa, Nov 30) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia accepts border. ruling: Ethiopia 
will accept "in principle" a disputed ruling on. its 
border with Eritrea made under the terms of a 
4-year-old peace deal, its Prime Minister said. 


But he insisted the country will not cede any territory—po- 
tentially dealing a blow to the faltering peace plan. 


Ethiopia had until now refused to respect the April 2002 ruling 
of the Eritrea-Ethiopia Boundary Commission. While Ethiopia 
still believes the commission’s ruling was "illegal and unjust”, it 
has now decided peace is more important, Prime Minister Meles 
Zenawi told lawmakers, Nov 25. 


However, insisting Ethiopia would not cede any territory 
could lead to another showdown. A border town the commission 
awarded to Eritrea is still occupied by Ethiopia, and Eritrea has 
insisted there will be no lasting peace until it is handed over. 


Meles told Parliament Ethiopia will soon open talks with 
Eritrea. (Hindu, New Delhi, Nov 27) 


b. World Bank provides $130 million credit 
for poverty reduction: The World Bank’s Board of 
Executive Directors, Nov 30, approved a US$130 
million credit to the Government of Ethiopia to 
support the implementation of its second poverty 
reduction support strategy in 2004/05. 


The credit seeks to promote growth and employment 
creation, human resource development and good governance 
by supporting the Government in improving planning and 
budgeting. It will also support the decentralization process in 
Ethiopia by adding to the pool of funds available for timely fiscal 
support to local governments. 
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federal government via transfers, which are determined accord- 
ing to each region’s population, development status, and 
own-revence effort. 


Ethiopie's second Poverty Reduction Support Credit (PRSC- 
H), which follows on the heels of PRSC-I also funded by the 
Bank to the tune of US$123 million, will finance the implemen- 
tation of the objectives outlined in Ethiopia’s Poverty Reduction 
Strategy Paper (PRSP), serving as the main vehicle for Bank 
support in the key sectors of health and education. 


The PRSP describes the countries’ macroeconomic, struc- 
tural, and social policies and programmes to reduce poverty, 
whose incidence the Government estimated at 45 per cent in 
1999. (World Bank, Washington, DC, Nov 30) 


GAMBIA 


a. 62,000 orphans in Gambia: The population 
of orphans in The Gambia has risen to a mind-bog- 
gling 62,000 of which ten thousand were victims of 
HIV/AIDS scourge, according to the Department of 
social Welfare. 


Presen-ing a paper at a symposium, Nov 25, commemorating 
activism against gender violence, Fanta Sisay, the department's 
director said the number of orphaned children in the country has 
risen in recent years, thanks to the injurious impact brought to 
bear on families as a result of HIV/AIDS. 


`“ Accord-ng to her the Western and Upper River Divisions are 
the hardes: hit in the country, putting pressure on the department 
to cater for a growing number of orphaned children whose 
parents have beep ravaged and rendered invalid by the 
pandemic, which recentveports suggest has increased manifold. 


“Last y2ar, my depanment had 26 babies. Now as | present 
this paper, we have 23 abandoned babies. There is something 
fundamentally wrong within our families. These are all happening 
within Gambian families, and being felt by Gambians. According 
to our reccrds no foreigner is involved. 


We really have to inok at the issue more clinically and critically 
and ask th2 daunting questions. And we must admit that we are 
facing some very serious family crises and this culture of silence 
is not helping matters one bit", an official said. (independent , 
Banjul, Nov 26) 


GUINEA 


a. ‘UK had prior knowledge of Guinea plot’: 
Britain was given details of a plot to overthrow the 
government of Equatorial Guinea several months in 
advance, the Observer newspaper said. 


It said Foreign Secr:sary Jack Straw, who has told parliament 
he was first informed of the plot in January, had failed to warm 
the government of the oil-rich African country. Earlier, Equatorial 
Guinea sought an explanation from Britain and demanded to 
know where the information had originated. 


On March 7, Zimbabwe seized a US-registered cargo plane 
carrying scme 64 suspected mercenaries and a cargo of military 
gear. 
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arrested in Equatorial Guinea in a probe linked to the plane. 
Authorities in both countries accused those arrested of being 
part of a scheme to overthrow Equatorial Guinea's government. 


The Observer said it had seen confidential documents about 
the suspected coup, led by former SAS officer Simon Mann. 


Sir Mark Thatcher, son of former British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher, has been accused of helping to finance the 
plot. Mann was jailed for seven years by a Zimbabwe court last 
August 2004, on weapons charges. 


Guinea sentenced South Africa Nick Du Toit to 34 years in 
prison, Nov 26, and handed down jail terms to 12 others it said 
were involved in the plot. The Observer said that in December 
2003 and January 2004, two highly detailed reports of the 
planned coup from a former commander in South Africa’s special 
forces were sent to two senior officers in British intelligence and 
to a senior colleague of US Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. 


"The revelations of Britain and America’s prior knowledge... 
raise questions about whether they ignored clear UN conventions 
designed to protect heads of state against violent overthrow," 
the paper said. Britain denies being involved in any plot to topple 
Guinea President Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo despite 
accusations from Zimbabwe that US, British and Spanish spy 
agencies did play a part. (Observer, London/Statesman, 
New Delhi, Nov 29) 


{Background Info. Guinea, page 1503] 


b. Privately-owned daily closed by govern- 
ment: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has con- 
demned the closure of Le Quotidien, Guinea’s only 
privately-owned daily, on November 13. 


The National Communication Council (Conseil national de la 
communication, CNC) announced the paper’s “indefinite sus- 
pension" following the publication of an article entitled, “The- 
country is in bad shape . . . when will the uprising take place?” 


RSF also deplored the threatening phone calls that the 
newspaper's editor, Siaka Kouyati, has been receiving for some 
time. “The closure of Le Quotidien is clearly unjustified,” the 
organisation said. 


"Such a radical measure should always be a last resort, but 
it was taken without prior warning. In fact, the way this affair is 
developing suggests that an attempt is being made to terrorise 
Kouyati and his staff and silence them for good." 


“Having read Kouyati's article, we concluded that in no way 
does it violate Guinea's laws or [disturb] the peace, calm and 
democracy,’ as the CNC has argued. Le Quotidien must be 
allowed to resume publishing immediately in order to safeguard 
the diversity of news and information in Guinea," RSF added. 


The column, which ran on the daily’s front page on 
November 7, presented an analysis of Guinea's social, political 
and economic situation. It spoke of the country's difficulties and 
called for a “national acknowledgement" of the situation. 


“Everyone realises there is only one solution for such a 
situation - an uprising. And, quite logically, everyone seems to 
be waiting for the president to be the first to give the signal," 
the paper said. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Nov 22) 
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LIBERIA 


a. ECOWAS confers with parliament on elec- 
toral reform Bill: The Executive Secretary of 
ECOWAS, Dr. Mohammed Chambers, has had talks 
in Monrovia with the leadership of the National 
Transitional Legislative Assembly (NTLA) on ways 
of harmonizing sticky issues in the Electoral Reform 
Bill. 


The ECOWAS’ Executive Secretary arrived in Monrovia, Nov 
30, and held closed-door talks with the leadership of the 
Assembly, headed by its Speaker George Dweh. A source said 
that Dr Chambers and the NTLA leadership discussed how to 
resolve the controversy surrounding the Bill in order to prepare 
for general and presidential elections in October 2005. 


According to our source, Dr. Chambers and the legislators 
discussed the controversy over Article 80 (d) which calls for 
census to be conducted before elections are held. They also 
= discussed how to resolve the controversy surrounding the 
allocation of seats for members of the House of Representatives. 
The lawmakers were said to have informed the ECOWAS' 
Executive Secretary that they want the 64 constituencies 
maintained and that the census of 1984 be upheld for allocation 
of seats for members of the House. (News, Monrovia, Dec 1) 


b. Over 100,000 Liberians have turned in 
weapons to UN: Over 100,000 Liberians have 
turned in guns, ammunition, rocket propelled gre- 
nades and other weapons to the United. Nations 
peacekeeping force in their country, the head of the 
mission said, Nov 29. 


"We're now at 96,333 people disarmed, and we have another 
six or seven thousand in the pipeline," Jacques Paul Klein, head 
of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), told the UN News Service. 


The Mission-has already destroyed more ‘than six million 
rounds of ammunition—a figure Klein described as “incredible 
by any measure." The success of the disarmament push was 
revealed in October when disturbances rocked Monrovia and 
surrounding areas, Klein said, pointing out that only a handful 
of the nearly 250 people injured at the time were wounded by 
firearms. "If [arms] had been here at the time, they would have 
come out," he observed. ` 


Klein added that while he is not "naive enough to think we've 
-got them all," he is confident that during the disturbances there 
would have been "a lot more shooting" were it not for the 
comprehensive disarmament effort, which involves not only 
collecting arms but also retraining and reintegrating former 
combatants. (UN News Service, New York, Nov 29) 


c. "Restore electricity" campaign after 14 
years in darkness: Under the motto "No nation 
develops without electricity" the Movement of Ideas 
for Change (MIC), Nov 24, launched a two-month 
massive campaign for the restoration of electricity 
in Monrovia and its environs and eventually the 
‘entire nation. 


The campaign, sponsored by the Liberia Transition Initiative 
(LTI) with the backing of USAID, is intended to stimulate mass 
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public advocacy through.the media, public debates, town 
meetings among other approaches to ensure that Government 
and the international community do all they can to’ restore 
electricity in the shortest possible time. In a special statement 
during the launch of the campaign held at the ground flow of 
the Ministry of Education, MIC’s Project Officer, Martin Benson, 
said they have. sought, "this constructive engagement as a way 
to rekindle hope and heighten a genuine time-line for the 
restoration of électricity." . 


Martin said the problem of electricity in the country has 
become a striking issue of concern as nearly all of the estimated 
1.4 million residents of Monrovia have been living without 
electricity for about 14 years. (News, Monrovia, Nov 25) 


LIBYA 


a. Chirac holds talks with Gadaffi: French 
President Jacques Chirac began a second day of 
meetings, Nov 25, with Libya’s Muammar Gadaffi. 


Chirac’s visit marks the first by a French President since 
Libya's independence from italy in 1951. 


Roughly two dozen business leaders accompanied Chirac, 
including executives from French oil giant Total, gas firm Gaz 
de France, combat aircraft manufacturer Dassault Avitation and 
defence group Thales. 


Ahead of a second tete-a-tete with the ee leader, Chirac 
presided, Nov 25, over a round-table with French executives— 
urging them to play a role in Libya's economic revival. 


‘It is a promising market. The maximum must be done to 
support it", Chirac said. Total Group was among many European 
oil companies that remained in Libya despite US and UN 
sanctions imposed on the country in the 1980s. 


French trade with Libya stands at a yearly $2.5 billion. Libya 
exports $2 billion worth of oil to France. 
- After his arrival in Tripoli, Nov 24, the French President said 
turbulent times between the two countries were over and a "true 
partnership" was ahead. 


Chirac, applauding "an exceptional moment" for France 


and Libya, met for an hour with Gaddafi, Nov 24, and spelled 


out the business benefits France hopes to achieve. (Hindu, 
New Delhi, Nov 30) 


MALAGASY 


a. More grenade attacks as govt tries to keep 
prices down: Defence ministry, Nov 24, down- 
played concerns that a spate of grenade attacks on 
government-linked targets was threatening to des- 
tabilise the country.. 


The latest explosion occurred during the weekend at the 
home of a government official in the eastern province of 


. Toamasina. Three more attacks occurred at the regional 


headquarters of President Marc Ravalomanana’s Tiko dairy 
company and a Tiko warehouse, defence ministry spokesman 
Paul Andre confirmed. 

“Fortunately, there were no injuries, but the buildings were 


damaged. The police have already begun their investigations 
but, as yet, we have not arrested anybody," Andre said. 
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Since June 2004, political and business. ‘associates of 
Ravalomanana have been targeted by a series of similar attacks, 
but officials have. remained tight-lipped over possible suspects. 
Andre, however, said a former military officer was arrested and 
‘charged following a grenade attack in July on the home of 
Bernard Randriantiana, the mayor of a small village in the 
southeastern province of Toliara. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Johannesburg, Nov 24) 


MAURITANIA 


a. 181 people accused of plotting against 
President being tried: The mass trial of 181 people 
accused of plotting against Mauritanian President 
Maaouiya Ould Taya has opened at a remote 
military barrack in the desert. 


A ccrrespondent present’ at the improvised courthouse in 
Quad Naga, 50 km east of the capital Nouakchott, said security 
was high as the trial began, Nov 22. 


Hundreds of soldiers and military policemen stood guard as 
defence lawyers and journalists packed into the court room, set 
up in a tase of the paramilitary gendarmerie, where the accused 
are being held. 


Government prosecutors allege that the 170 military men and 
11 civilians -- including former President Mohamed Kouna Ould 
Haidailah and two.other opposition leaders — were involved in 
three separate attempts to stage a coup aimed at ending Ould 
Taya’s 20-year reign. 

The President is a former army colonel who seized power 
himself in a coup in 1984. Since then, he has ruled the desert 
nation with an iron hand. 


Ould Taya has angered many of Mauritania’s staunchly 
Muslim 2.8 million people by establishing diplomatic ties with 
Israel and over the past two years has cracked down on Islamic 
fundamentalist groups in the country. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Quad Naga, Nov 22) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Presidential candidates predict victory: 
Both the main candidates in Mozambique’s presi- 
dentia: elections, the general secretary of the ruling 
Frelimo Party, Armando Guebuza, and the leader 
of the former rebel movement Renamo, Afonso 
Dhlakama, expressed confidence in victory when 
speaking to reporters, Dec 1. 


Immediately after casting his vote in a polling station in a 
Maputo primary school, Guebuza told reporters he believed the 
result would reflect the great enthusiasm that had characterised 
Frelimo rallies during the six week election campaign, and the 
trust thet Frelimo members and supporters had deposited in him. 
Asked what changes he would make, if he wins the election and 
forms the next government, Guebuza said he would accelerate 
the battle against corruption, red tape, and other ills that afflict 
Mozambican society. 


December 1 is also World AIDS Day, and Guebuza said all 


efforts must be made to.allow people to defend themselves from 
the disease.. 
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He regarded it as a priority to support citizens infected with 
the HIV virus, to provide anti-retroviral treatment for HIV positive 
people, and to assist orphans whose parents succumbed to 
AIDS. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, 
Dec 1) 


Dhiakama threatens to take power: Afonso Dhlakama, the 
leader of Mozambique’s main opposition party, the former rebel 
movement Renamo, has. threatened to seize power in those 
provinces where Renamo wins a majority of votes. 


In an interview with the Portuguese news agency Lusa, 
distributed, Nov 26, Dhlakama said that if the elections were not 
democratic, then Renamo would take power in those areas 
where it achieves a majority. ‘ 


He repeated his familiar claims that Frelimo stole the 
elections in 1994 and in 1999, even though the then UN special 
representative in Mozambique, Aldo Ajello, declared the 1994 
elections "the best ever held in Africa", and international 
observers regarded the 1999 poll as generally free and fair. 
"Frelimo never won elections", claimed Dhlakama. "They stole 
in 1994, they stole in 1999. Either democracy arrives or each 
party governs where it won". 


"That's not what we want", he added. "We don’t want to 
divide the country. We want to govern ail of Mozambique. But 
we are not prepared to let the communists govern where they 
did not win, and if they steal, then each one governs where he 
wins". 

Dhlakama claimed the conditions for free and transparent 
elections do not exist, arguing that this was proved by the 
supposed refusal of the National Elections Commission (CNE) 
to give observers access to all phases of the count. 


"Frelimo wants the. European Union: (which has one of the 
largest observer groups) to sit in hotel lobbies and then to 
rubber-stamp fraud", accused the Renamo leader. Dhlakama 
said Renamo would do all in its power to avoid the outbreak of 
a war, but he refused to rule out a return to armed conflict. 
(Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Nov 26) 


{Background Info. Mozambique, page 1519:a] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Dismal turnout in regional polls: Namibians 
stayed away from polling stations in large numbers, 
Nov 29, raising serious concern that the country 
might experience the worst voter turnout since 
Independence. 


The countrywide mass stay-away led to early predictions that 
no more than 30 per cent would trickle to the polling stations. 


More than 977, 000 Namibians have registered to vote in 
the 107 demarcated constituencies in 12 regions. | 


Swapo has already been declared the winner in five 
uncontested constituencies. 


"Voting here is the same as everywhere. | heard on the radio 
that the turnout in other parts of the country is also low," said 
Sem Tuaanda, returning officer at Otavi in the Syosontjupa 
Region. 


Election officials, political parties and observers were at pains 
to pinpoint reasons for the low turnout. 
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DTA candidate in Windhoek East Ken Howes felt the slow 
counting in the last elections demoralised some voters, while 
others thought they had voted already and there was no need 
to go back to the booths again. 


The general consensus was that if trend continued, Nov 30, 
the turnout would be abysmally jow. 


"People are coming but | am not sure whether | am satisfied 
with the number or not. If compared to the last elections where 
we had huge numbers, it is not that good. But people are coming. 
We must wait until tomorrow and see," said Martha Amutenya, 
who is in charge of six polling stations at Okahao in the Omusati 
Region. (Namibian, Windhoek, Nov 30) 


Call for election to be nullified: Opposition parties say 
ballot papers found near Okahandja provide sufficient evidence 
for the Electoral Commission of Namibia (ECN) to nullify the 
just-held Presidential and National Assembly elections. 


While Regional Council elections, Nov 29, have delayed the 
lodging of the High Court case against the ECN, some opposition 
parties said they had approached their lawyers and were 
gathering more evidence to build a watertight case. 


"Vote rigging is not new. We have proof that it happened in 
the past in the Omaheke Region with some Swapo members 
having more than one registration card. The best thing that can 
happen now is for the ECN to nullify the elections and come up 
with a new voters’ roll," charged Namibia Democratic Movement 
for Change leader, Frans Goagoseb. 


He said the only option now was for people to take identity 
documents along when they voted. (Namibian, Windhoek, Nov 
29) 

[Background Info. Namibia, page 1519:a] 


b. 14 suspects escape from Katutura police 
cells: Three weeks after 61 suspects escaped from 
the Wanaheda Police Station, another 14 trial-await- 
ing prisoners freed themselves from the Katutura 
cells at the weekend. 


Police spokesperson Hannes Nafruseb said two of the 
escapees had been re-arrested by Nov 28. The mass escape 
took place after the suspects sawed off the burglar bars of a 
window and ran off. Naruseb said the suspects were in for crimes 
ranging from common assault to housebreaking. 


_ ‘Three weeks ago 61 suspects escaped from Wanaheda when 


a policeman took two new suspects to the cells to be locked up. 
After he had unlocked an access door to the cells, he was 
overpowered and 61 detainees managed to make a dash for 
freedom. (Namibian, Windhoek, Nov 29) 


NIGERIA 


a. Students threaten to shut oil stations over 
Warri polls: Ijaw students across the country, Nov 
29, threatened to shut down oil flow stations should 
the local government elections for the three Warri 
oa Government Areas slated for December 2 are 

eld. 


Saying 70,000 ljaws in the three Warri. Local Government 
Areas would be disenfranchised. if the elections are held, the 
students were of the opinion that it would be against all known 
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democratic traditions to leave out over 50 per cent of eligible 
people (jaws) and expect a free and fair election. 


Speaking through the National Association of Gbaramatu 
Students (NAGS) at a press conference in Abuja after they took 
their protest against the elections to the Independent Nationai 
Electoral Commission headquarters, they regretted that the Delta 
State Independent Electoral Commission has refused to see the 
dangers inherent in going ahead with an election that would 


' favour only a group. 


According to Pondi Kestin and Bebenimibo Paul, President 
and General-Secretary, "we want to inform President Olusegun 
Obasanjo, the Senate President, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives and Nigerians that the Delta State government 
in connivance with the state independent electoral commission 
(DSIEC), is set to throw Warri, the state and the entire country 
into another round of violence as DSIEC is set to conduct the 
earlier suspended local government elections in Warri which was 
slated for November 27, now to December 2, 2004 without 
resolving the fundamental issues that caused the protracted 
Warri crises." (Vanguard, Lagos, Nov 30) 

b. Veteran journalist buried amid tributes: The 
remains of the former Senior Special Assistant to 
the President on Media and Publicity Kailu Olatunji 
Oseni were interred, Nov 30, according to Islamic 
rites at his Agbole Oseni family house at Keesi, 
itoko, Ogun State. 

His interment came with revelation at the graveside that he 
saw death coming few hours to his:demise.: His body. was buried 
with special prayers amid wailing and sobbing. 

He was interred according to his request beside his late 


- father, Alhaji Lasisi Bankole Oseni, who died on July 30, 1987 


as the Olori Adeni of Keesi Muslims. His tomb was the 12th at 
the family graveyard situated at the back of the one-storey family 
house. (Daily Champion, Lagos, Dec 1) 

BENIN CITY (Nigeria): Poverty drives Benin 
women to hunt for jobs in Italy: For Becky, the 
problem was not so much what she did 

ieee all those years working abroad as that 
she was still poor when she returned. 


Part of a stream of young women here with pretty faces and 
bleak futures, Becky stowed away to Italy a decade ago, at age 
24, to work as a prostitute. Like many of them, she returned 
without becoming rich, deported for a second time by Italian 
authorities and stripped of all courage to try again. 


As far as her friends and neighbours were concerned, there 
was no shame in the work; the shame was in coming back 
without a fortune. “Some people laugh," Becky said. 


Would it have been different if she had come back rich? 
Becky looked bewildered at the question. "Everybody would 
come and meet me and bow down," she said. 


The story of women like Becky, who wanted her last name 
withheld to spare herself further humiliation, complicates the 
conventional view on the global prostitution business. These are 
not necessarily young, uneducated women who are unwittingly 
sold into prostitution abroad. 
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Many are indeed young and -uneducated, but these days, 
many young women are also going abrod with eyes wide open. 
They are going by the scores, taking enormous risks, and taking 
on debts of up to $45,000, all because of the reputed success 
of those who have gone before them. 


For nearly 20 years, the women of Benin City, an ancient 
walked town in southern Nigeria, have been going to Italy to 
work in the sex trade, and every year, the successful ones have 
been recruiting younger women to follow them. The tales of their 
triumphs are widespread. The Italos, as these women are called 
here, returned home and built proper houses. They sank private 
borehales to supply running water day and night. They introduced 
shiny new four-wheel-drive vehicles to the unpaved roads of 
Benin Ciy. 


Never mind those who end up beaten or diseased or dead. 
The legend of their success makes the fight against sex 
traffickers all the more difficult. "They're selling a product for 
which there’s a market," said Grace Osakue, director of Girls 
Power Initiative, a nonprofit group. “It's not a stigma any more, 
as along as money comes with it. If they come back with money, 
they are respected. It they come back poor, they are sex workers, 
they are failures”. 


Mau‘een Ororho, the Benin City representative of the 
International Organization of Migration, once suggested to a 
mother shat her daughter, who was about to be deported back 
home, had been unaware that she would be pressed into 
prostitution when she agreed to go to italy. The mother, Ms 
.Ororho recalled, snapped back, "what else,do they go there to 
do"? 


A O Abiodun was a banker here in the late 1980's when the 
first Italos came to deposit unprecedented piles of cash. "In this 
state, this thing is deep in the society”, said Mrs Abiodun, who 
now heads the regional office of the new National Agency for 
the Pronibition of Trafficking in Persons. "It’s a way of poverty 
alleviation". 


A woman who took the name Princess when she became a 
prostituze had been working as a secretary in the nearby oil town 
of Warti, she said, when she got an offer to travel to Italy. "I 
thought if | travelled, | would make it,” she said. 


She did make it through her period of servitude, working six 
months in Livorno and paying off a debt of roughly $29,000 to 
her sponsor, also a woman from here. But before she could start 
saving her earnings, she was seized by the Italian police and 
shipped home. 


Reling girls like her is the challenge facing Sister Florence 
Nwaonuma, a Roman Catholic nun who heads the Committee 
for the Support of Dignity of Women. "There are success stories", 
Sister Florence said. "There are those who succeeded who buy 
other cirls. But | want to say, the rate of failure far outweighs 
the rate of success". 


The first time Becky came home, she said her mother greeted 
her at the airport in Lagos with dismay on her face. "Now we 
have to continue where we started off," Becky recalled her 
mother saying. Becky went back the following year. 


Her luck lasted long enough to start sending money home. 
Then, once more, another police sweep, another long plane ride 
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home. A trip to the bank brought the stark news: there was less 
than $10 in her account. 


Once more, Becky has turned to an Italian connection—a 
nonprofit venture called Tampep, aimed at rehabilitating women 
who have been deported from Italy. 


Tampep is teaching Becky to cut hair. Come January, 
however, Becky will once again be back to fending for herself, 
perhaps facing the same difficulties that first drew her to Italy. 
(Somini Sengupta in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, 
Nov 13) 


RWANDA 


a. UN warns Rwanda on Congo threats: The 
UN Security Council has warned Rwanda not to 
attack the Democratic Republic of Congo to flush 
out Hutu rebels based there. 


The Security Council said the move would frustrate the UN 
and the Great Lakes Region peace efforts. 


It urged Rwanda to "refrain from actions that would violate 
international law and complicate the work of the UN mission in 
Congo (MONUC). 

In a communique issued in Burundi and Uganda, the Council 
said Rwanda should work with Congo (DR) and MONUC to 
“accelerate the repatriation of foreign armed groups and to 
explore the way forward with the Congo (DR)." 


it said Rwanda should build on existing bilateral mechanisms 
to resolve the issue. Asked what the council would do if Rwanda 
continued with its threatened attack, the head of the delegation 
Jean Marc de la Sabliere said, “We will see if anything else is 
to be done when we get back to New York." 


The Council has asked President Yoweri Museveni to help 
the UN and Congo (DR) integrate the Congolese rebels into the 
national army and police. (New Vision, Kampala, Nov 26) 


Voluntary repatriation of Hutu rebels has failed, says 
Kagame: Rwandan President Paul Kagame, Nov 21, called for 
stronger action to disarm and repatriate thousands of Hutu rebels 
in eastern Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR), saying efforts 
at voluntary disarmament had failed. 


"You can't voluntarily disarm these combatants, many of 
whom are extremists, and | think asking them to voluntarily leave 
what they have been doing for the last 10 years is unattainable," 
he told reporters in the Rwandan capital, Kigali, after a meeting 
with the visiting members of the UN Security Council. 


Ambassadors of the 15-member Council visited Africa's 
Great Lakes region, where thousands have been killed and 
millions displaced by years of conflict. 


Kagame and the Council members failed to strike a balance 


‘on a UN-proposed method of voluntarily repatriating the Hutu 


rebels. 


Standing shoulder to shoulder with Kagame, the president ` 
of the Council, Jean Marc de la Sabliere, told reporters that the 
Council recognised the urgent need to disarm the Rwandan 
dissidents, but said such a move would have to be done with 
the rebels’ consent. (UN Integrated Regional Information 
Networks, Kigali, Nov 22) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1507:a] 
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SOMALIA 


a. Journalist ‘banned’ by clan chief: Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF) has written to Somalia’s new 
Prime Minister, Ali Mohammed Geedi, asking him 
to ensure that radio reporter Abdiqani Sheik Mo- 
hamed be allowed to return and work in the Middle 
Shabelle region. 


Locali authorities had physically attacked him and banned 
him from working in September 2004. The organisation explained 
in the letter that it had written to the leading clan chief in Middle 
Shabelle, Mohamed Omar Habeb (also known as "Mohamed 
Dhere"), but had received no reply. 


Prime Minister Geedi heads a transitional government that 
is temporarily based in the Kenyan capital, Nairobi. 


“Aware of the authority you enjoy with Habeb, Reporters 
Without Borders would like to ask you to do everything in your 
power to ensure that Mohamed be allowed to return to Jowhar 
and resume working safely, and do so unconditionally," the letter 
to Geedi said. 

According to sources in Mogadishu, Mohamed recently 
received a conciliatory offer from the Jowhar authorities under 
which he would be allowed to return and work in the region, but 
only if he signed an official request for amnesty. “However, in 
our view, Mohamed has not committed any wrong requiring an 
amnesty," RSF said in its letter to Geedi. 


Mohamed’s problems began on September 26, when he 
reported on Radio Banadir, one of the radio stations he works 
for, that the elders of the Jowhar community had asked the 
committee running one of the city’s mosques to resign in favour 
of a new committee that had their approval and that of the local 
authorities. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Nov 24) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Thatcher trial is postponed: A South African 
court has postponed the trial of former British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher’s son on charges he 
helped finance a foiled coup plot. 


Mark Thatcher will stand trial in April 2005, on charges he 
backed an attampt to overthrow Guinea President Teodoro 
Obiang Nguema Mbasogo, who has ruled sub-Saharan Africa's 
third biggest oil producer since 1979. 


“By agreement, the matter is postponed to April 8, 2005," 
Magistrate Ap Kotze said during the latest of a number of brief 
hearings which have successively postponed the start of actual 
trial. The new date is to allow prosecutors more time to complete 
investigations into a bizarre tale of African political intrigue that 
has entangled the 51-year-old Thatcher and seen a former British 
special forces cfficer imprisoned in Zimbabwe. 


Thatcher was arrested on August 25 on suspicion of violating 
South Africa’s strict anti-mercenary laws, designed to crush an 


industry, which has exported military professionals willing to sell. 


their lethal expertise across a volatile continent. Police swooped 
on Thatcher's Cape Town mansion searching everything from 
phone records to computer hard drives. (East African Standard, 
Nairobi, Nov 25) 


[Background Info.-South Africa, page 1508:a] 
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b. Five-million South Africans are HIV posi- 
tive: Five-million South Africans, or 11% of the 
population, are infected with HIV, a report published, 
Dec 1, by the Actuarial Society of SA said on the 
World AIDS Day. 


The figure is slightly lower than the health department's most 
recent estimate of 5.6-million infections in 2003. But the authors 
said that the smaller number nevertheless describes an epidemic 
of proportions that pose a major challenge to SA. "We are still 
talking the same order of magnitude of disaster," said the report's 
co-author, Prof Rob Dorrington, head of the Centre for Actuarial 
Research at the University of Cape Town. 


The report indicates that AIDS will- account for 44% of all 
deaths in 2004. Population growth has fallen to 0,8% a year , 
and is projected to fall to 0,4% in the years beyond 2011. As in 
many other developing countries, young women are most at risk 
of becoming infected . In older age groups, more men than 
women are infected, reflecting the tendency of men to have 
younger sexual partners. HIV prevalence is highest among 
women aged 25 to 29 (29,7%), and among men aged 30-34 
(26,4%). 

“Empowerment of young women is clearly an important 
strategy if the spread of the epidemic is to be slowed down," 
said the report's authors. The data has been extrapolated from 
the Actuarial Society's latest model, finalised earlier in 2004. The 
revised model incorporates a better understanding of the 
relationship between HIV prevalence among pregnant women 
{using data routinely collected. at government clinics) and the 
general population. (Business Day, Johannesburg, Dec 1) 

c. New black ‘fat cats’ anger ANC: The opulent 
lives of South Africa’s handful of new black rand 
billionaries and their hangers-on are increasingly 
attracting the ire of their former allies in the liberation 
struggle. 


"We're siting on a powder keg,” Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
decleared in a speech, Nov 23. The Government's post-apart- 
heid drive to transfer wealth to blacks had benefited "a small 
elite" while "too many of our people live in gruelling, demeaning 
dehumanising poverty. 


“Are we not building up much resentment that we may rue 
later?” the Nobel laureate asked as he delivered the second 
Nelson Mandela Lecture. l 


"All we know is, while a few of our former comrades now 
live like fat cats many of us are destitute", said a former inmate 
of the notorious Robben Island prison, where Nelson Mandela 
was held for years. 


"Ten years into democracy South Africa's economic make-up 
has barely changed. The white minority still controls some 90% 
of the economy, and land reform—which aims to ensure that 
30% of agricultural land is owned by blacks by 2014—is way 
behind schedule. Unemployment is huge, poverty endemic”. 


Frustrated at the slow pace of change, the African National 
Congress (ANC) Government in 2003 introduced Black Eco- 
nomic Empowerment (BEE) legislation. People “previously 
disadvantaged” by white minority rule were to be given control 
over large parts of the economy. Barely a day now goes by 
without a BEE deal being announced. 
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Initiadly these were in the mining and financial sectors, but 
they have now spread to virtually every sector from tourism to 
the wine industry and the pace is likely to accelerate. But the 
Government's problem is that the same names—usually former 
ANC staiwarts—crop up in every deal. Critics say that they have 
just casned in on their political contacts, and say white-run 
corporatons are only too happy to co-opt a few blacks to maintain 
the status quo. 


"Black economic empowerment tycoons don’t take any risks. 
They are not’creating anything new. It is just a transfer of benefits 
from one individual to another," Moeletsi Mbeki, the brother of 
President Thabo Mbeki, said. 


"If we want to develop South Africa then instead of shuffling 
pre-existing wealth we have to create new entrepreneurs. 
(Statesman, New Delhi, Nov 25) 


SUDAN 


a. UN envoy urges restraint by government 
after rebel attack in Darfur: The top United Nations 
envoy to Sudan, Nov 24, called on the Government 
to exercise restraint and order the Janjaweed militia 
to avoid any action that would lead to further 
escalation after rebels attacked a town in the 
wesie-n Darfur region in clear violation of recently 
signed security accords. . 


UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative 
‘for Sudan, ‘Jan Pronk, -co-chaired a- session of -the Joint 
Implemsntation Mechanism (JIM) dealing with Sudan that met 
at the request of the Sudanese Government to consider the 
recent developments in North Darfur, particularly the fighting in 
the Tawila area. 


The mechanism includes the UN, the Government and 
several regional and donor countries. Pronk expressed concern 
at the recent fighting and noted that the rebel Sudanese 
Liberation Army's responsibility had been clearly established. 


Sucan’s Foreign Minister denied reports of Government 
bombing in the Tawila area and said the Government was ready 
to investigate the matter. (UN News Service, New York, 
Nov 24) 


Violence shuts down WFP operations in North Darfur: 
Renewed clashes between government troops and rebel 
fighters in the western Sudan state of North Darfur has forced 
the UN World Food Programme (WFP) to temporarily suspend 
its ope-ations, except in the state capital El-Fasher, WFP said, 
Nov 28. 


"This affects about 300,000 displaced people, who are now 
cut off from aid," Peter Smerdon, WFP spokesman said in 
Nairob.. "It doesn’t mean they are going to run out of food 
tomorrow because some of them just got their rations, but if this 
situaticn continues for sometime, they will be out of food." 


_ According to Smerdon, the decision to close the operation 
followed "months and months of insecurity" in the region. "It has 
made our work extremely difficult," he said, Nov 25. 


"Tke situation is not dire, but we need to have free access 
because you cannot just divert food convoys.” 
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In a statement, WFP said a truck convoy carrying 235 mt of 
food from El-Fasher to distribution hubs in Tawillah and 
Kapkabiya towns was halted by the fighting, threatening aid 
delivery to 100,000 internally displaced persons (IDPs). 


According to relief workers, the rebel Sudan Liberation 
Movement/Army (SLM/A) launched attacks on government 
positions over the weekend, taking control of Tawillah. 


The rebels had earlier attacked the West Darfur town of 
Geraida, forced the police to leave and raised their flag in the 
town. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks; Nairobi 
November 25) 


Discord threatens future of 4 million refugees: The 
resettlement of four million internally displaced peoples (IDPs) 
and refugees into southern Sudan faces a bleak future as 
disagreements over land emerge. 


Now organisations working in the region are urging resolution 
and the immediate address of serious lack of social amenities 
to lure potential returnees back home. A regional conference 
heard, Nov 30, that funds must urgently be sought to de-mine 
the region, build infrastructure such as schools, hospitals and 
provide water and sanitation facilities. 


Already, church-based organisations working in five regions 
of Southern Sudan are seeking more than US$5 million (Sh400 
million) for the resettlement of internally displaced persons 
(IDPs) and refugees in one region alone. 


The funds sought by a consortium of evangelical churches, 
Rev Peter Tibi of the-New Sudan Council of Churches said, will 


_ be used for settling refugees and IDPs into western Equatoria 


region in the next one year. (East African Standard, Nairobi, 
Dec 1) -> 


b. UPDF kills 10 rebels in Sudan: The UPDF 
has attacked LRA positions in the Sudan killing 10 
rebels. 


Kony rebels were attacked in Katire Valley, southern Sudan, 
Nov 22. Katire is outside the peace zone. 


"Joseph Kony, who should have given a clear position to Ms 
Betty Bigombe or the government, has instead been moving 
deep into Sudan away from the peace zone" a UPDF statement 
signed by the intelligence Coordinator for the north, Col Charles 
Otema said. 


Bigombe is the chief mediator between the LRA and the 
government. Otema in the statement titled, "Army to Act on 
defiant LRA", said the attack, Nov 22, was to "redirect" Kony. 


He said since the President announced the ceasefire, the 
army had allowed the LRA to assemble in the gazetted peace 
zone to discuss the way forward. 


"Mis Betty Bigombe successfully delivered a map to Sam 
Kolo (LRA spokesman) indicating the demarcation of the peace 
zone. 


The army had earlier communicated to the LRA the 
designated safe corridors to be used to enter the above zone," 
the statement added. It said some rebel groups had not entered 
the peace zone and had continued to violate the ceasefire by 
abducting civilians and footing property. (Monitor, Kampala, 
Nov 24) 
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SWAZILAND | : 


a. ECHO to provide $34 million in aid: An 


inspection tour by the Humanitarian Aid Office of 
the European Commission (ECHO) to Swaziland 
recently has demonstrated the need for long-term 
development assistance. 


ECHO came to Swaziland in 2003 to bring relief aid to 
crought victims, but the fact-finding mission showed how 
emergency assistance has become: intricately linked to the 
longer-term issues of poverty and HIWAIDS. 


. "We came to respond to a drought, but found that the 
problems here are more complex, with some things we don't 
usually deal with. We need to bridge to a long-term donor," 
Aadrian Sullivan, field expert for ECHO in Southern Africa, 
said. 

ECHO will donate 24 million Euros (US $32.5 million] in 
grant aid for primary schools to accommodate AIDS orphans 
in 2005. 


In addition, Swaziland will receive $1.6 million for emergency 
relief and developmental programmes. 


"Our education programme is going to fund scholarships for 
primary school orphans and vulnerable children [OVC]. 


The Ministry of Education has been overwhelmed by the issue 
of OVC," said Sullivan. (UN Integrated Regional information 
Networks, Mbabane, Nov 23) 


TOGO 

a. Hundreds of casualties in Togo stampede: 
At least 13 people were trampled to death and 216 
hurt when a march welcoming a warming of ties 
between Togo and the European Union turned into 
a stampede as the crowd pushed towards the 
President's residence in the hope of a handout of 
bank-notes, witnesses said. 


“We were all trying to get into the President's residence, and 
the soldiers started pushing us back while the crowd at the back 
pushed forward, so those of us at the front fell down and that 
was how it all started," a young student who gave his name as 
Eric said. 


The march, organized by political parties and groups close 
to President Gnassingbe Eyadema, brought hundreds of thou- 
sands of people spilling onto the streets of the capital, Nov 20, 
to celebrate the European Union's decision to partially resume 
aid to Togo after an 11-year suspension. 


Demonstrations in support of the government have often 
wound up at the President's home with a massive handout of 
bank-notes and those close to the front have a bigger chance 
of bringing home the spoils. 


"| went early to get a place at the front, because if they 
hand out notes you stand a better chance of a quick and 
bigger helping,” said Eric, who suffered an arm injury in the 
crush and had to have a chest X-ray to check for cracked 
ribs. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Lome, 
Nov 22) 
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UGANDA 


a. 500 children die at Mbale hospital: Around 
500 children died at Mbale Regional Referral 
Hospital in 2003 due to scarcity of drugs. 


The Hospital Administrator, Emmanuel Olaunah, said this 
recently, while receiving an assortment of drugs and mosquito 
nets from Stanbic Bank, Mbale branch. 

Olaunah said the paediatric unit is the most stretched at the 
hospital, which does not have enough drugs to cater for the big 
demand. ins 

"We painfully watch children die because we never have 
enough drugs to cater for all of them," he said. He said malaria 
has contributed about 25 per cent of deaths in 2003.. 

The Mbale branch manager of Stanbic Bank, Asaph 


- Busingye, said the contribution was made by his staff members. 


He said Stanbic would make the contribution to the hospital 
annually. (Monitor, Kampala, Dec 2) 


ZAMBIA 


a. UK. court freezes Chiluba’s assets: The 
London High Court has frozen assets worldwide, 
belonging to second Republican President 
Frederick Chiluba and former Zambia Security 
Intelligence Service (ZSIS) director general Xavier 
Chungu and four others. 


This followed an application by the Task Force on Corruption, 
through the Attorney-General to freeze assets of Chiluba, 
Chungu, Attan Shansonga, Ms Stella Chibanda, Faustin Kabwe 
and his wife Irene. 


According to a statement released in Lusaka by the Task 
Force on Corruption, legal proceedings started in October 2004 
in the High Court’ of London and that the suspects had already 
been served with freezing orders. 


The Task Force explained that it had taken action against 
several defendants including the six on allegations of conspiracy 
to defraud in relation to plunder of the national resources. 


"On November 24, 2004, the High Court in London, upon 
the application of the Attorney-General by counsel without notice, 
granted an injunction freezing assets worldwide of the defen- 
dants referred to until a return date on January 12, 2005. (Times 
of Zambia, Ndola, Nov 30) 


[Background Info. Zambia, page 1500:c] 


b. Govt bans all fishing activities: The Gov- 
ernment has banned all fishing activities with effect 
from December 1 under the annual fish ban 
mechanism, agriculture minister Mundia Sikatana 
said. 


Sikatana said according to the Fisheries Act Cap the fish 
ban was not to deprive the fishing communities of their economic 
livelihood but it was there to promote the conservation and 
sustainable use of fisheries resources. He said it would be costly 
to rehabilitate the degraded fisheries if the country failed to 
conserve the fish resources. 


“Government has proof that the period between mid-No- 
vember to beginning of March provides peak breeding season 
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for most commercially important fish -in the Zambian natural 
waters. It is that time that the parent fish are highly vulnerable 


to fishers as they nest and breed in shallower waters," Sikatana . | 


said. Hë said fishing activities during the period could adversely 
affect the fish population. (Post, Lusaka, Nov 30) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Time Bank bosses further remanded: The 
four Tme Bank executives and a former director 
facing charges of externalising US$786,;697,57 
(about $600 million) were, Nov 29, further remanded 
to December 14. - 


Time Bank chief executive Christopher Tande (41), the 
company secretary Kilian Kapaso (38), Anderson Ncube (61), a 
former executive director and now non-executive director, and 
Kwazisc Bhosha (44), a former director of both Time Bank and 
Watermount Investments, appeared before magistrate John 
Koto. Tre four are jointly charged alongwith former director 
Emelda Mapanzure (38). They are all out on bail. 


Cha-ges against them arose between March 19 and 
Novemter 6, 2003 after they externalised US$786,697,57. 
According to the State, sometime in November 2002, Time Bank 
applied io the Reserve Bank to borrow US$295, 000 from outside 
the country. The central bank approved the application by Time 
Bank, then an authorised dealer and dealing with a company 
called Christo (Pvt) Limited in Botswana. The State is alleging 
the five executives connived with Deutsche Bank Trust of 
Americe to make payments through Time Bank Zimbabwe Nostro 
account (Herald, Harare, Nov 30) - 


b. Journalists face 20 years in jail under new 
law: Journalists in Zimbabwe, including foreign 
correspondents, face up to 20 years in prison if they 
fall foul of a new law due to be signed by parliament 
_ in December 2004. 


The law, which also applies to members of the public, either 
inside cr outside Zimbabwe, is the harshest since Zimbabwe's 
indeperdence in 1980 and during minority white rule of 
Rhodesian Prime Minister lan Smith. Opposition Movement for 
Democratic Change (MDC) legal secretary David Coltart said, 
Nov 28: "The section relating to crimes against the state in this 
Bill embodies the most fascist legislation this country has ever 
known, far worse than the most draconian laws passed by the 
Smith regime’. 


"The sentence of up to 20 years amounts to a death sentence 

in Zimbabwe's prisons." Zimbabwe's Standard Newspaper’ drew 
attention to the new law, which got lost in a swathe of new 
legislation being .rammed through parliament in at least two 
all-night sittings before it is dissolved ahead of the March general 
election. The Criminal Law (Codification and Reform) Bill went 
through its second reading in parliament recently -despite an 
‘adverse report from the multiparty legal committee, which 
described chunks of it as “unconstitutional”. It is in addition to 
harsh security laws, and media legislation like the Access to 
Informaiion and Protection of Privacy Act, which was toughened 
up earler to provide a jail sentence of up to two years for 
journalists found practising without accreditation. (Cape Argus, 
Cape Town, Nov 29) l 
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REGIONAL | 


a. African leaders vow to end wars: Fifteen 
African leaders signed, Nov 20, a framework 
agreement that took 10 years to reach. 


The agreement aims at ending the cycle of war and 
dictatorship in central Africa, but the UN Secretary-General, 
Kofi Annan, warned "the job is far from over". 


' The United Nations and the African Union organized the 
two-day summit that began, Nov 19, on central Africa’s Great 
Lakes region hoping that it will mark a watershed for the region 
where millions die in wars, rebellions and a genocide in the past 
decade. 


"We, the African leaders have agreed to rededicate ourselves 
for peace and development of our continent," said the Nigerian 
President, Olusegun Obasanjo, the African Union's current 
Chairman. “Never, and never again, shall we allow any depot 
or any tyranny in our continent”. 


It took 10 years to get the heads of all central African 
countries at the same table, Annan said. i 


“It is in the months to come as you strive towards collecting 
the dividend of peace through a comprehensive security, stability 
and development pact, that your commitment will meet its 
greatest test," Annan toid the assembled African leaders. 


Heads of state attended from.Congo, Kenya, Sudan, Burundi, 
Malawi, Uganda, Rwanda, Zambia, Nigeria, Tanzania, Zim- 
babwe, Mozambique, South Africa, Republic of Congo and 
Central African Republic. 


Africa’s Great Lakes region—an area bordered by Congo, 
Rwanda and Burundi—has been unstable since the 1994 
genocide in Rwanda in which nearly a million people, most of 
them from the country's Tutsi minority, were slaughtered by a 
regime of extremists from its Hutu majority. 


After Tutsi rebels ended the Rwanda genocide, the extremist 
Hutus fled into eastern Congo, launching raids on Rwanda and 
triggering a Rwandan invasion of its much larger neighbour in 
1996. l 


Rwanda, along with Uganda and Burundi, again invaded in 
1998 to. back Congolese rebels, sparking a war that drew in six 
African nations and killed an estimated 3.3 million people, The 
conflict ended in June 2003, although sporadic fighting continues 
in parts of Congo. Congo's conflict also aggravated the 11-year 
civi war in Burundi, a conflict that is still simmering. (Hindu, 
Madras, Nov 21) 


NAIROBI, (Kenya): Belatedly, Africa converts 
to lead-free gas: When Kenyans got to the gas 
pump, they have several options—regular, super, 
premium, diesel and increasingly, a choice that has 
left many local motorists confused: unleaded. 


Lead-free gasonline may be the fuel of choice in most of the 
world, but sub-Saharan Africa lags years behind when it comes 
to converting to cleaner-burning gasonline. On this continent, 
gas is sold at modern stations and at roadside stands. Many 
motorists mistakenly regard unleaded gas as suitable only for 
the laetst model cars. 
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of the Sahara photographing starving refugees with a 3$-membėr` i 
Leica. Eventually he mailed a box of prints to a fried, Fred 

Ritchin, formerly the picture editor of The New ‘York, Times cN 
Magazine, in the hope of interesting a museum on Gbo 8 


"don't use it," said Avtar Singh, who pulled his 1990 Nissan 
into a Nairobi gas station the other day. "I'd have problems with 
my engine with the unleaded". 


Ninety per cent of the gas used. world-wide is lead free, 


Aa 
J £ 
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specialists say, with the use of leaded fuel concentrated in 
developing countries. But now, prompted by the United Nations, 
the United States Environmental Protection Agency and others, 
a movement is sweeping through Africa to phase out leaded 
gasonline. Concerned about the damage to people’e health 
caused by lead, many countries have set a target date of 2005 
for phasing out leaded gas. 


In 2000, Sudan became the first country in sub-Saharan 
Africa to switch to unleaded gas, a decision based as much on 
economic concerns as on environmental ones. Sudan had built 
a refinery, north of Khartoum, which provides gasonline for 
domestic consumption and an export market that demands 
unleaded. The reduction of lead levels has saved lives. A 
conference on leaded gasonline that the United Nations 
Environment Programme held in Dakar, Senegal, in June 2001 
prompted many other African countries to follow Sudan. 


One of the few studies of the health effects of lead in Africa, 
conducted in Egypt in 1995 and updated since, found that the 1 
Q of children was lowered by slightly more than four points as 
a result of lead; and adults exposed to lead had significantly 
higher levels of strokes, heart attacks and other aliments. Egypt 
switched to unleaded gas in 1999. 


South Africa, the continent's economic powerhouse, has said 
it will no longer use leaded fuel by 2006. 


In Kenya, government officials must battle the widespread 
belief among motorists that leaded gas is required for older cars. 
At Parklands Service Station, one of Nairobi’s busiest, Ramesh 
C Bhalla offers only leaded and diesel fuel and is in no rush to 
offer unleaded. "Our customers have always used leaded petrol 
and are still learning about his unleaded,” Bhalla said. “It's new 
thing for us". (Marc Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, 
New Delhi, Nov 13) l 


BERKELLY (California): A US home for images 
‘spurned 20 years ago: Hunched over stacks of 
slim books, pis a P pou just 

mye above his head, Sebastiao Salgado 
Spotlight scribbled his signature on one page 
after another in a conference room at the University 
of California’s Graduate School of Journalism here. 
Volunteers scurried back and fourth, pushing for- 
ward the next stack of books as a student 
videotaped the moment. 


Although celebrity status is nothing new to Salgado, a 
Brazilian who at 60 is one of the world’s most celebrated 
documentary photographers, there was a poignancy to the event. 
"Sahel" The End of the Road,” just published by the University 
of California Presss, took decades to be released here. Twenty 
years ago Salgado spent 15 months in that parched region south 


publisher in them. 


The images of graceful bone-thin human beings etched 
against the desert in Chad, Ethiopia, Mali and Sudan have a 
cinematic sense of motion. A mother with a metal pot on her 
head ahd the rest of her belongings on her back scans the skies 
for a wayward bomb. An emaciated boy trudges across the 
sands, his legs resembling the dead limbs of trees in. the 
background. A father carries his dead child to a refugee camp, 
having promised him that he would. 


Today the photographs seem newly relevant as famine in 
Sudan again grips the Darfur region, where Arab militias have 
been slaughtering African villagers and driving them from their 
homes in a campaign of ethnic cleansing. 


But back then publishers told Ritchin no one would buy the 
book because of the subject matter. He countered that people 
had a "moral obligation" to know what was happening in other 
parts of the world. 


One book agent shed tears upon viewing the photos but said 
they were simply too depressing, Ritchin said. The book was 
published only in France (1986) and in Spain (1988). 


Ritchin approached a series of museums but was unable to 
persuade any of them to organize a show. 


The book was finally published here last month through the 
intercession of Ken Light, a professor at the University of 
California who directs its Center for Photography. The school 
offered to subsidize the printing of the book. So far 7,500 copies 
of. “Sahel,” the university press’s lead book for this fall, have 
been printed. 


Salgado attributed the receptivity partly to the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, which showed that the United States is not 
immune to "the disequilibrium of the world", Twenty years ago 
"the American public was not prepared to see these pictures,” 
he said, adding, "Now it seems they are”. 


Yet Ritchin contends that the public cares more about his 
friends, the famous Salgado, than it does about the crises 
depicted in his pictures. "I'd hate to think that in the 1940’s we 
would have needed Cary Grant to talk about the Holocaust 
before anyone would do something," he said. 


Whatever the motivation, Salgado now draws crowds. When 
the museum was exhibiting his "Migrations" series in 2002, 
people rushed into an auditorium where he was about to speak. 
Some 1,000 stood outside stomping their feet and poundiing on 
the doors, prompting officails to call the police. 


"His stuff gets to people,” said Orville Schell, the graduate 
journalism school's dean, who wrote the foreword for the book. "Isn't 
that the point"? (Carol Pogash in New York Times/Asian Age, New 
Delhi, Nov 13) 
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ALGERIA 


a. Stop harassing editor, says RSF: Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF) has urged the justice system 
to put an end to its harassment of Le Matin editor 
Mohammed Benchicou. 


Benchicou is already serving a two-year sentence and 
could now be convicted in two or possibly three separate libel 
cases. 


"With close to 50 cases [pending], with one trial after another, 
one lawsuit after another, hearings adjourned by judges and 
incomprébenstble legal manoeuvres, Benchicou’'s legal ordeal is 
on a par with: the: absurdities and nightmarish procedures of the 
P -btféducratic and partisan’ judicial system described in Franz 

‘Kafka's The. Arial," RSF said. 


so he authorities have already obtained the closure of Le 
Matin and the imprisonment of its editor. The time has come [for 
them] to consider showing moderation and clemency,” the 
organisation said. 

In one of the pending cases, Benchicou is being prosecuted 
for “offending the head of state", namely President Abdelaziz 
Bouteflika, in an article entitled, "Time for an Anti-Bouteflika 
Front’, which appeared in the December 31, 2003 edition of Le 
Matin. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Dec 6) 
(Background Info. Algeria, page 1525:a] 


ANGOLA 


a. “Education cooperation accord with Sao 
Tome signed: An accord designed to promote 


reciprocal training programmes in the field of. 


educaticn was signed, Dec 2, in Luanda by the 
ministers of education of Angola and Sao Tome, 
Burity da Silva and Alvaro Joao Santiago, respec- 
tively. 

Under the protocol, which came into force immediately the 
states will co-operate in services among institutions and 
specialised firms. 


The parties are also to organise missions to carry out work 
through exchange of experts documentation and information and 
granting o7 scholarships. 


The Angolan Government will provide free access to the 
public medium and higher institute of Tchivinguiro, in southern 
Huila province, whereas Sao Tome and Principe will secure 
transportation, accommodation, food, medical assistance and 
school material for the students. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, Dec 3) 
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BENIN 


a. Nigerian firm clinches Benin oil deal: 
Economic ties between Benin and Nigeria have 
received a major boost following the allocation of 
an oil block to a Nigerian oil company, South Atlantic 
Petroleum Limited (SAPETRO) by the Beninois 
Government. 


Chairman of SAPETRO and former Defence Minister, Lt. 


‘Gen. Theophilus Danjuma described the allocation as a 


landmark in bilateral co-operation between the two countries. 


A statement by the company's General Manager Finance 
and Administartion, Orji Ajah, said the "offshore oil block, covers 


. a surface area of 551 square kilometres and encompasses the 


previously produced and currently shut-in Seme oil field" located 
near the Nigerian border. (Daily Champion , Lagos, Dec 8) 


CAMEROON 


a. Cabinet reshuffled: Paul Biya, Cameroon’s 
President for 22 years and fresh from re-election, 
has named a trusty aide as the new Prime Minister 
and brought a few new faces into government. 


Ephraim Inoni, a 57-year-old English-speaking financier who 
has served as a top presidential aide for the last ten years, was 
appointed to take over as premier from fellow anglophone, Peter 
Mafany Musonge, national radio announced recently. 


The new premier, a member of the ruling Cameroon People’s 
Democratic Movement (RDPC), is a long-time public servant and 
has notably represented Biya at talks to resolve the dispute with 
Nigeria over ownership of the oil-rich Bakassi peninsula. But 
lingering expectations that the cabinet would include key 
opposition figures were dashed. 


Hopes had been raised at the end of October when Biya, in 
his first public speech since winning election, promised a 
broad-based government of consensus to cement unity among 
the 16 million people in Cameroon, a country made up from the 
unusual union of British and French colonies where people speak 
different languages and practice different faiths. "If we rally in a 
wide consensus, if we unite in great patriotic spirit, then | believe 
we can bolster our democracy and accelerate progress," Biya 
said in a national broadcast. (UN Integrated Regional Infor- 
mation Networks, Yaounde, Dec 13) 


b. CPJ protests journalist’s continued impris- 
onment: The Committee to Protect Journalists 
(CPJ), Dec 7, condemned the imprisonment of Eric 
Wirkwa Tayu, publisher of the small private news- 
paper Nso Voice. 
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According to local sources, Tayu has been in prison in Kumbo 
since July 28, when he was convicted of defaming Kumbo’s 
mayor, Donatus Njong Fonyuy. According to local sources, the 
defamation charge, which dates from May 4, stemmed from 
articles published in Nso Voice alleging that Fonyuy was guilty 
of corruption. 


Because the town is so remote, CPJ was only recently able 
to confirm the details of the case. Tayu was sentenced to five 
months in prison, in addition to a fine of 300,000 CFA francs in 
damages. Tayu could face additional prison time if he is unable 
to pay the fine, local sources said. 


CPJ condemned Tayu’s incarceration. While the organisation 
does not dispute the right of citizens to seek redress for alleged 
libel, it believes it should be a civil, not a criminal, matter. 
(Committee to Protect Journalists, New York, Dec 8) 


CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 


a. Elections postponed: President Francois 
Bozize postponed the date of presidential and 
parliamentary elections in Central African Republic 
(CAR) only a week after authorising the initial 
election date. 


The new date has been set for February 13, 2005. Bozize 
signed a decree postponing the elections, which he had set for 
January 30. "The postponement will not disturb the electoral 
process as a whole,” Jean Wilibiro-Sacko, the chairman of the 
Mixed Electoral Commission, said, Dec 13. "it will enable us to 
correct some organisational deficiencies." 


"A [postponement] is the wish of many of the political parties," 
he added. Campaigning for the elections will be held between 
January 31 and February 11, according to a government 
communique read over state-owned Radio Centrafrique. 


Bozize also announced that he would contest the presidency 
as an independent candidate. Other potential candidates include 
the former President, Andre Kolingba, the former prime minister, 
Jean-Paul Ngoupande, and the former defence minister, Jean- 
Jacques Demafouth, whom the govemment has accused of 
murder. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Bangui, Dec 14) 


EGYPT 


a. Arab leaders to tackle AIDS: At least 80 
prominent religious leaders from Arab countries 
signed a declaration in Cairo, Dec 13, that will act 
as a foundation for tackling HIV/AIDS. 

“What we have achieved today (Dec 13) is revolutionary. | 
am very happy and proud to be an Arab woman working in this 
region,” the UN Development Programme's (UNDP) director of 
the HIV/AIDS regional programme in Arab states, Khadija 
Moalla, said. 

(See Tanzania, page 1544) 

After years of resistance due to religious and social stigma 
associated with HIV and AIDS in the Arab world, the declaration 
is a cornerstone for action. 
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The pandemic is a sensitive issue in predominantly Arab 
countries, like Sudan, where most religious leaders opt only to 
urge for abstinence and faithfulness as a preventive measures. 
(UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Johannesburg, Dec 13) 


b. Uganda, Egypt sign Nile pact: Uganda and 
Egypt have agreed on the management of the River 
Nile, and to improve security in the Great Lakes 
Region and boost trade in the Common Market for 
Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). 


After delivering a message from President Hosni Mubarak, 
Dec 3, visiting Egyptian foreign affairs minister Ahmed Aboul 
Gheit and his Ugandan counterpart, Tom Butime, signed a pact, 
Dec 4, in Kampala. Butime and his guest said the agreement 
was a sign of deep brotherhood and pledged to enhance 
Egypt-Uganda relations through a joint commission to explore 
specific areas of cooperation. 


The commission will sit in Kampala in October 2005. Gheit 
said, "We are determined that this historic bond should benefit 
Africa. Our objective is to cover cooperation in a deeper manner.” 
(New Vision, Kampala, Dec 6) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Ethiopia, Japan sign 42 m Birr grant 
agreement: The government of Japan through its 
embassy in Ethiopia has donated a 500,000 yen 
(42.24 million birr) Non- Project Plan Aid (NPGA), 
Nov 8, at the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development premises. 


The grant, according to the Japanese embassy, was aimed 
at contributing to the various development activities being 
undertaken in the country at the moment. 

"This is to help the economic difficulties Ethiopia which is 
trying to get out of like structural adjustments, indebtedness and 
shortage of foreign currency,” it was stated. 

The grant, according to Dr. Mulu Ketsela, State Minister, 
would be used to help important sectors of the country such as 


the Ethiopian Telecommunication Corporation (ETC), Ethiopian 


Electric and Power Corporation (EEPCO) and Ethiopian Roads 
Authority (ERA). 


"We will see to it that this grant is properly used in our 
development activities," Dr. Mulu added. "Japan has continu- 
ously committed itself to the development of Africa through 
the Tokyo International Conference on African Development 
(TICAD), and our country would like to continuously support, 
through he TICAD process, the government of Ethiopia,” 
Katsuyuki Kawai, Parliamentary Secretary for the foreign 
Affairs of Japan said. (Daily Monitor, Addis Ababa, Dec 9) 


GAMBIA 


a. ‘Child sexual exploitation unabated’: A 
joint study by The Gambia Government and 
UNICEF released recenty catalogues the sexual 
exploitation and abuse of children in the country. 
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The report graphically recounts incidents, which expose the 
vulnerability of Gambian children to the repercussions of being 
impressionable and poor. It starts with a general overview of 
child abuse of children by local Gambians (sugar daddies) and 
strangers (toubabs) and outlines the government and UNICEF's 
findings and current interventions by them to stem the tide of 
sexual abuse. 


"The Smiling Coast" syndrome, main concerns— sexual 
abuse, crostitution and unreported crimes, pornography and 
trafficking are themes featuring saliently in the report, which was 
compiled in 2003. The report says although comprehensive 
research evidence is scanty, anecdotal evidence indicates that 
sexual abuse and exploitation of children is an observable fact 
in The Gambia. The local-based Child Protection Alliance, and 
the Netherlands organisation, Terre des Hommes, are quoted in 
the study as indicating that the phenomenon of sexual exploita- 
tion of children is particularly pronounced in the tourism industry 
where Iccal touts lure teenage girls into sexual liaison with 
tourists for monetary reward. (independent, Banjul, Dec 6) 


GHANA 


a. Kufuor wins second term: President John 
Agyekum Kufuor has won a second term and his 
ruling New Patriotic Party cemented. its parliamen- 
tary majority after elections that set the state firmly 
on the path towards democracy. 


Streets of the capital Accra were filled with triumphant New 
Patriotic Party (NPP) supporters dressed in the party’s signature 
red, white and blue, waving posters emblazoned with the 
elephant symbol of the conservative-leaning party. "I would like 
to congratulate all Ghanians for ensuring peaceful electioans”, 
Kuiuor said. (Hindu, New Delhi, Dec 11) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Annan welcomes renewed peace pact: 
United Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, Dec 
8, welcomed the agreement by opposing parties to 
seize the opportunity presented by South African 
President Thabo Mbeki’s mediation and to renew 
pola commitment to previously agreed peace ac- 
cords. 


With President Mbeki continuing his efforts on behalf of the 
African Union (AU) and in cooperation with the Economic 
Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the UN 
Operation in Ivory Coast (UNOC]), Annan said, “The parties must 
now agree upon a detailed programme of action for the 
implementation of their commitments within a clear timeframe." 


In a statement issued by his spokesman, he added that 
they shculd ensure that “genuine progress, which is required 
to prepare for the holding of elections in October 2005, is 
made.” 

To stop fierce fighting over election results and a failed coup 
attempt, the groups previously agreed to the Linas-Marcoussis 
accord in 2003 and the Accra Ill pact in 2004. (UN News Service, 
New York, Dec 8) 


Annan’s special representative resigns: The Special 
Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General in 
strife-torn Ivory Coast has resigned, the UN spokesman said, 
Dec 6. 


In a letter dated November 24, Albert Tvodjr, head of the! UN 
Operation in Ivory Coast (UNOCI), resigned effective the i of 
December, or until he could be replaced, spokesman Fred 
Eckhard said in New York. 


The 75-year-old official, a former senior minister from Benin, 
“felt he’s made a good effort, but it's time for him to move on," 
Eckhard added. 


UNOCI was established in April to help implement January 
2003 peace accords between the Government and rebels. Early 
in November government forces bombed rebel positions in the 
UN-patrolled Zone of Confidence (ZOC) separating the combat- 
ants. Two days later government forces also bombed French 
Licorne peacekeepers there, killing nine. (UN News Service, 
New York, Dec 6) 


{Background Info. Ivory Coast, page 1516:a] 


KENYA 


a. Kenya for uniform labour laws: Kenya has 
joined other African States in the campaign for 
adoption of uniform labour laws within the New 
Partnership for Africa Development framework 
(NEPAD). 


This would enable the countries to collectively tackle serious 
problems facing the continent such as run-away unemployment, 
poverty and HIV/AIDS, according to Labour minister Newton 
Kulundu. 


"Our laws on labour and employment must be harmonised 
as our countries face the same problems of poverty and 
underemployment. We should strive to influence policy formula- 
tion and specify the place of labour in the NEPAD framework, 
based on the current unemployment situation," said Or Kulundu. 


Addressing a regional workshop on labour and employment 


policies in Nairobi, the minister said situation around the world 
has remained grim in recent years with threats of even more 


` people being rendered jobless looming large. African States 


should, through NEPAD, therefore endeavour to address the 
persistent high levels of unemployment and underemployment 
and work towards overcoming any existing barriers to employ- 
ment across the continent, he said. (Nation, Nairobi, Dec 7) 


b. Panic as mystery disease kills 18 and puts 
scores in hospital: A mysterious disease has killed 
18 people recently, spreading panic across Bun- 
goma and Mount Elgon districts. 


The dead include two students from Friends School Ka- 
musinga in Bungoma District and another from Kapkateny High 
School in Mt Elgon District who sat for their Kenya Certificate 
of Secondary Education examinations recently. Another 35 
people are admitted to Kimilili and Webuye sub-districts in critical 
condition and are suspected to be suffering from the disease, 
whose symptoms are similar to those of Swamp Fever. They 
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complained of severe pain, headaches, vomiting, diarrhoea and 
high fever. Six of the dead were identified as Martha Nanjala 
Wekesa, Job Mayende Simiyu, Ms Liya Wamalwa, Mary Nafula, 
Job Wanjala and Jestimore Wamalwa Kusienya. The identity of 
the other victims could not be established. 


Post-mortem results indicate that the victims had perforated 
intestines, which is a symptom associaied with Swamp Fever, 
whose scientific name is Leptospirosis. There are fears that the 
disease has made a comeback after it killed 27 people in 
Bungoma in July, including six students from Chesamisi Boys 
High School. (East African Standard, Nairobi, Dec 8) 


c. Land illegally seized by Moi re-taken: Kenya 
has started to repossess millions of hectares of land 
illegally seized by the former President, Daniel arap 
Moi, and his cronies during his 24-year rule, the 
Government said, Dec 10. 


Moi had returned two beach plots he held in Mombasa and 
showed a willingness to return other properties in what was billed 
as an ambitious bid to combat the corruption during his regime 
and that of predecessor, Jomo Kenyatta. 


At lest 60 others reportedly returned title deeds for land 
acquired irregularly. 

An official report published, Dec 10, depicted a vast, 
kleptocratic looting of land for political patronage which damaged 
the economy and stoked ethnic tension in the east African state. 


“The powers vested in the President to make grants of 
government land have been grossly abused over the years both 
by the President and successive commissioners of lands and 
their deputies," the report claimed. “A substantial amount of 
public land has been unjustly allocated to individuals and 
companies. This practice has in turn cost the country dearly in 
economic, social and political terms. The abuse of discretion in 
this regard occurred during both the regimes of former presidents 
Kenyatta and Moi". 


The report marked an attempt to reform property rights and 
galvanize an anti-corruption drive which critics say is faltering 
two years after President Mwai Kibaki ousted Moi and his KANU 
party. The report named churches, schools, banks and institu- 
tions that allegedly occupy land dished out by the former ruling 
party in an illegal method of rewarding ethnic and political allies 
with reserves, forests, parks, government houses, cemeteries, 
military and trust lands. 


"This is just the tip of the iceberg. The problem of land in 
this country is bigger than aybody can imagine,”. said Paul 
Ndungu, chairman of the commission. Since independence from 
Britain in 1963, Kenya became known as one of Africa's most 
corrupt nations, a notoriety which deepend during the 80s and 
90s when Mos regime was suspected of stealing billions from 
the exchequer. 

Some analysts say the former colonial power started the rot 
by grabbing the best land while it ruled Kenya and then selling 
it to carpet-bagging wealthy natives while handling over power. 

The defeat of Moi’s party in 2002 elections ignited exuberant 
expectations that President Kibaki’s National Rainbow Coalition 
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would sweep away four decades of misrule. But the coliation, 
plagued by in-fighting and wrangling over reform, has had its 
credibility dented by accusations of emulating its predecessor's 
sins. The Attorney-General, Amos Wako, and the assistant 
Foreign Minister, Moses Wetangula, have returned land which 
they said was bought in good faith but turned out to have been 
illegally seized. The British High Commissioner caused a 
diplomatic spat earlier in 2004, with withering criticism of the 
administration's anti-corruption drive. 


The Government presented the report as a bold assauit on 
corruption, which was set to intensify. The Lands and Housing 
Minister, Amos Kimunya, said some of the illegal titles would be 
revoked immediately and that land laws would be amended by 
March 2005, to pave the way for a land title tribunal to deal with 
complaints. 


The report also accused a senior politician from the former 
ruling party, Nicholas Biwott of allegedly acquiring large tracts 
of forest land in 1994. The stated objective was to build schools 
but the real aim was "to benefit individuals,” the report alleged. 
(Guardian, London/Hindu, Madras, Dec 12) 


LIBERIA 


a. Liberia suffers from dysfunctional econ- 
omy, says UN panel: A United Nations-appointed 
expert panel has said the country is suffering from 
“widespread financial improprieties by government 
officials, extremely low economic growth, a high 
foreign and domestic debt burden" and about 80 
per cent unemployment. 


In a report to the UN Security Council, the five-member Panel 
of Experts on Liberia said instead of spending its funds on health 
care, education, water and roads, the National Transitional 
Government (NTGL) appropriated 52 per cent of the annual 
budget for personnel and 15 per cent for security, although the 
UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) currently bears the major 
responsibility for security. 


The panel was appointed to monitor Security Council 
sanctions against Liberia, imposed in 2001 and re-imposed in 
2003. They include diamond exports, an arms embargo, 
restrictions on the export of round logs and timber products and 
travel bans on individuals. 


In the 23-page report, the panel said the Government is willing 
to satisfy the requirements of the Kimberley Process certification 
that would authenticate local rough diamonds and allow them to 
be sold internationally, but lacks the finances and trained 
personne! to stop illegal mining. (UN News Service, New York, 
Dec 13) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Observers praise elections, condemn 
fraud: Electoral observers have declared that 
Mozambicans should take pride in "the civic and 
orderly fashion" in which the general elections took 
place, but deplored "acts which may have compro- 
mised the integrity" of the elections. 


December 2-16, 2004 


The general conduct of the vote, it said, meant that these 
elections were "an example to Africa and to the world that in this 
portion of humanity it is also possible to hold decent elections". 
The Electoral Observatory is a broad alliance of seven religious 
and civil society organisations, namely the Christian Council (the 
umbrella grouping of the main protestant churches), the Islamic 
Council, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference, the Human Rights 
League (LDH), the Mozambican Association for the Development 
of Democracy (AMODE), the Centre for Studies in Democracy 
and Development (CEDE), and the Organisation for Conflict 
Resolution (OREC). 


in its preliminary statement on the elections, evea, Dec 
9, the observatory declares its "clear and unequivocal satisfaction 
at the peaceful and orderly way in which Mozambican voters 
expressed their right to vote". (Agencia de Informacao de 
Mocambique, Maputo, Dec 9) 


[Background Info. Mozambique, page 1529:a] 


NAMIBIA 


a. Electoral Commission admits ballot errors: 
The Electoral Commission of Namibia (ECN) has 
admitted that "mistakes" by some of its officials 
contributed to the high number of rejected or invalid 
ballot papers. in the recently-held Presidential and 
National Assembly elections. 


The Namibian has learned that more than 50 per cent of 
11,421 votes rejected in the November 15 - 16 general election 
resulted from the failure of some polling officers to put the 
prescribed “secret mark or stamp" on the ballot papers. 
According to sources close to the ECN, the omission prompted 
the head of the elections body, Phillemon Kanime, to write a 
strong letter to all regional co-ordinators in which he ordered the 
“demotion” of the guilty officials. 


"Ws true it happed, It's common knowledge that some polling 
Officers failed to use the [secret] stamp, it is very unfortunate 
those bellot papers had to be rejected," Deputy Director of 
Elections Ananias Elago told The Namibian upon inquiry. Elago 
did not suspect any foul play and attributed the problem to 
“human error’ as well as the inability of some election officials 
to do all aspects of election work they were trained to do. 


“The issue of the stamp was one of the things we had put 
much emphasis on during training; we reminded them to always 
stamp the ballot books before people started voting, but still 
some Officials struggled to apply it propery: he said. (Namibian, 
Windhoek, Dec 8) 


[Background Info. Namibia, page 1529:a] 


NIGERIA 


a. Obasanjo alleges corruption, suspends 
board appointments: President Olusegun 
Obasanjo has ordered the suspension of appoint- 
ments to federal board of Parastatals. 


Also, the suspension was linked to allegations of extortion 
of money from key members of the party before recommenda- 


African Chronicle i 1541 


tions were made. The source said that some people were asked 
to pay as much as three million naira before they are 
recommended. This Day gathered that the cancellation was as 
a result of petitions, which have continued to inundate the 
Presidency from Lagos, the five Southeastern states, and the 
South south states. 


investigations. by This Day reveal that the petitioners are 
protesting the highhandedness of some influential governors and 
ministers in selecting who gets appointed as members of the 
1,400 slots declared vacant by President Olusegun Obasanjo 
since June 2004. (This Day, Lagos, Dec 12) 


b. 4 airlines grounded: No fewer than four 
domestic airlines had their operations grounded, 
Dec 9, by the aviation authorities for non-remittance 
of money realised from passengers service charge 
(PSC) totalling N66 million. 


The passengers service charge is the five per cent deduction 
made on every ticket sold by the airlines, meant for onward 
transmission to the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority (NCAA) and 
its sister Nigerian Airspace Management Agency (NAMA). 


The five per cent passenger service charge is shared 
between the NCAA and NAMA in the ratio of 70:30 and geared 
towards provision and maintenance of navigational aid. Airlines 
affected by the withdrawal of traffic rights were Spaceworld, 
Afrijet, Capital and Albarka, and may not be allowed to fly until 
the money in their custody is remitted to the relevant agencies. 


Public Affairs Manager of NAMA, Ben Bem Goong, told 
newsmen, Dec 9, that the money in question was that held in 
trust for his agency and the NCAA by the affected airlines, 
stressing that the denial of traffic rights to the airlines was a last 
resort. According to him, the action became necessary after 
several correspondence with the airlines failed to yield the 
desired result. (Vanguard, Lagos, Dec 10) 


c. MTN, Ericsson sign 3G agreement: Mobile 
operator, MTN, has announced a strategic partner- 
ship with Ericsson, which will become its partner of 
choice for its third-generation (3G) network. 


Following all the recent hype surrounding the provision of 
3G services, with rival operator, Vodacom claiming it will offer 
3G by the middle of December 2004, MTN has said it will begin 
its 3G roll-out in the first quarter of 2005. MTN plans to leverage 
on Ericsson's presence in 3G networks to provide its customers 
with content, applications and services from the global arena. 


The company said 3G will, in particular, be beneficial to 
customers wishing to use applications requiring high bandwidth, 
such as video telephony, mobile music and TV, as well as 
wireless broadband Internet access. 


"MTN will bring a new generation of services to the market 
to ensure its end-users a state-of-the-art 3G experience," said 
Dr Yvonne Muthien, Group Executive of Corporate Affairs.But 
Karel Pienaar, MTN CTO said while technologies like EDGE 
(Enhanced Data rates for Global Evolution) and a third-genera- 
tion (3G) network will provide high-speed data connections to 
users, it won't happen overnight. (Vanguard, Lagos, Dec 13) 
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RWANDA 


a. US to probe Rwanda, Congo (DR), Uganda 
saga: The US African Affairs Deputy Assistant 
Secretary, Don Yamamoto, will visit Uganda to 
advance the Tripartite Agreement signed by the 
Congo (DR), Rwanda and Uganda. 


This follows a fear of a possible war to break out in the Great 
Lakes Region. Recently, Rwanda Defence Forces (RDF}, which 
were crossing to eastern Congo via Bunanga border clashed 
with the UPDF. According to a December 3 press statement 
issued by the US State Department spokesperson, Richard 
Boucher, Yamamoto will work for the resolution of the conflict 
peacefully. 


"We share a concern about threats posed to Rwanda, Congo 
and Uganda's security by armed rebel groups in eastern Congo. 
For several months the United States has facilitated regular 
meetings at the ministerial level among the three countries," 
Boucher said. 


He said the US was profoundly concerned about the situation 
in eastern Congo, specifically the confusing reports of Rwandan 
units operating there. (Monitor, Kampala, Dec 10) 


b. UN Security Council asks Rwanda to pull 
out troops from Congo (DR): The United Nations 
security Council, Dec 7, demanded Rwanda with- 
draw any military forces it may have in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DR), and 
warned of potential instability brought about by the 
presence of Rwandan rebels there. 


The council demand came amidst multiple reports of military 
operations —including by the UN Organization Mission in the 
DR (MONUC) — by the Rwandan army in the eastern part of 
the DR, making good on threats made recently by the Rwandan 
Government that it will attack rebels based in its neighbourhood 
to the west. 


"The Security Council recognizes that continued tension in 
the eastern part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo 
undermines peace and security in the region, and in particular 
that the presence of ex-FAR and Interahamwe elements in the 
eastern (DR) is a source of instability, a-threat to civilian 
populations and an impediment to good neighbourly relations” 
between the two countries, Ambassador Abdallah Baali of 
Algeria, the Council President for December, said in a statement 
read out in an open meeting. (UN News Service, New York, 
Dec 7) 


[Background Info. Congo (DR), page 1501:a] 


SENEGAL 


a. Parliament abolishes death penalty: 
Senegal’s parliament has voted to abolish the death 
penalty and the four people on death row will have 
their sentences commuted to prison terms, justice 
minister Serigne Diop said, Dec 13. 
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The West African nation, whose democratic and stable 
reputation has helped it become the region’s diplomatic and 
expatriate hub, has not actually carried out any executions since 
1967. That year it sent two people in front of the firing squad, 
one for attempting to assassinate the then-president Leopold 
Senghor, and the other for killing a member of parliament. 


But then there was a lull when convicted murderers were 
simply sentenced to life imprisonment. Many commentators 
expected capital punishment to be taken off the statute book 
when the government revised the constitution three years ago 
but the penalty remained, More death sentences were handed 
down but not carried out, some as recently as 2004. In July, two 
men, Mamadou Camara and Mamadou Sow, were condemned 
to death for taking part in a gang robbery in which on person 
was killed. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Dakar, Dec 13) 


SEYCHELLES 


a. Weekly’s survival threatened following 
heavy fine: The weekly Regar was heavily fined, 
Dec 9, for ignoring a Supreme Court order not to 
publish a letter by three judges. 


Reporters Without Borders (RSF) denounced the fine as 
excessive, while noting that it may “wipe out the Seychelles’ only 
independent newspaper." The organisation said it was “absurd” 
that the fine was decided by judges who were involved in the 
case against Regar. 


RSF also said it was a “complete aberration” that one of the 
judges would also hear the newspaper's appeal against the fine, 
which was set at 40,000 rupees. 


"The only fair solution is for judicial authorities to abandon 
their prosecution of Regar and allow the only opposition 
newspaper do its work in peace," RSF said. "We call on all of 
the Seychelles’ political and economic partners to use their 
influence to calm things down.” 


On October 27, Regar received a Supreme Court injunction 
ordering the paper not to publish "in whole or in part” an internal 
letter written by three Supreme Court judges complaining about 
a court registrar's insubordination. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, 
Paris, Dec 9) 


SIERRA LEONE 


a. Sierra Leone signs NEPAD treaty: Presiden- 
tial spokesman, Kemoh Kanji Daramy, Dec 3, 
disclosed that Sierra Leone has signed the New 
Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). 


Daramy said the NEPAD initiative would go a long way to 
redeem the country’s image. “It alows independent member 
states to come and observe our democratic institutions and make 
recommendations to donors and investors on our behalf," he 
said and added that Sierra Leone is the 24th. country in the 
continent to sign the NEPAD initiative. 
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Dara‘ny also said the NEPAD initiative would help to remove the 
stigma the country attracted because of conflict. (Concord Times, 
Freetown, Dec 6) 


SOMALIA 


a. President reappoints Prime Minister: The 
interim Somali President, Abdullahi Yusuf Ahmed, 
reappcinted Ali Muhammad Gedi as Prime Minister, 
Dec 13. 


Two days ago parliament had deemed Gedi's initial appoint- 
ment unsonstitutional and passed a vote of no confidence in the 
government, an official said. 


The transitional parliament, which sits in the Kenyan capital, 
Nairobi, had said that Yusuf had not sought its approval for Gedi's 
appointment and therefore his government was not properly 
constituted. It also said Gedi had ignored clan quotas when 
appointing ministers and that his cabinet of nearly 80 was too 
large. 


"The President reappointed Gedi in the presence of repre- 
sentatives from the international community," Hussein Jabiri, 
commurication director in the office of the prime minister, said. 
One of the sponsors of the motion of no confidence, Ali Dasha, 
said that Gedi’s new cabinet must be "viable, small in number 
and highly qualified”. 


Another supporter of the motion, Abdulrahman Aden Ibbi, 
said thet article 49 of the Somali charter stipulated that the 
president ‘submits his prime minister-designate to parliament for 
approval. The would-be prime minister was required to present 
himself before parliament to explain his programmes and how 
he intended to implement them. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi Dec 14) 


b. Forty people killed by landmines in 2003: 
Forty people were killed by landmines in Somalia 
during 2003 out of 75 reported casualties, an 
’ international humanitarian organisation, Geneva 
Call, reported, Dec 2. 


The findings are contained in a report of the first joint 
assessment of the landmine problem in the Somali region of 
Hiraan and Bakool since 1991. 


"There is little or no mine action currently underway in central 
and soith Somalia," Pascali Bangard, programme coordinator 
with Geneva Call, told a group of mine-advocacy groups and 
donors n Nairobi. "There is a need for rapid action to reduce 
the impact of landmines and UXOs [unexploded ordinance] in 
Somalia, starting with mine-risk education and clearance." 


Although the exact scale of the landmine problem in Somalia 
was unknown, it has had a significant negative impact on the 
local pcpulation, resulting in human and livestock casualties, 
denial cf pastoral and cultivable land, and road closures, the 
report said. "The most affected are young children who do not 
know ths dangers of landmines, and girls and women collecting 
firewood," Suleiman Haji Abdulle, manager of the Puntland Mine 
Action Centre, said after the launch of the report. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Dec 3) 
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SOUTH AFRICA | 


a. Court calls a halt to signing of Airbus 
contracts: A Cape High Court judge, Dec 13, 
ordered that government hold off signing any deals 
involving the R11bn military transport aircraft con- 
tract it was planning to award to Europe’s Airbus 
until all parties had an opportunity to file the 
necessary court papers. | 

Economists Allied for Arms Reduction and its South African 
head, Terry Crawford-Browne, launched an urgent court appli- 
cation, Dec 13, to stop a purchase the Democratic Alliance has 
labelled a "secret arms deal" because no tender was put out for 
the purchases. Government defended the deal, saying it was 
not necessary to tender because it was a “unique opportunity”. 


Judge Deon van Zyl, Dec 13, told state advocate Babalwe 
Mantame who appeared on behalf of several ministries and 
government that the matter would stand down to give the parties 
an opportunity to agree on dates for answering affidavits to be 
put before court. The judge asked whether there was any danger 
of contracts being signed within the next few days, and ordered 
that such signings, if they were in the pipeline, be held in 
abeyance. (Business Day, Johannesburg, Dec 14) 

b. De Beers, India sign co-operation deal: The 
Indian government has taken an effective 13% stake 
in De Beers’ diamond exploration and mining 
operations in India, De Beers chairman Nicky 
Oppenheimer said, Dec 6. 


The move deepens the relationship between the two parties 
and builds on an existing partnership in diamond cutting and 
polishing. Oppenheimer and the Hindustan Diamond Company 
signed a memorandum, Dec 6, creating a 50-50 joint venture 
between De Beers and the Indian government. 


"The agreement also illustrates the interest shown by the 
government of India in diamond exploration and mining," he said. 
However, Oppenheimer said that exploration was a long-term 
business and had risks. There were prospects of important 
diamond discoveries in India. | 


Hindustan Diamond Company chairman V Madhavan Nair 
said there were 1-million jobs in the diamond cutting and 
polishing industry in India, compared with 30,000 in the same 
industry in the rest of the world. (Business Day, Johannesburg, 
Dec 7) 


SUDAN 


a. UN envoy condemns ‘brutal’ murder of 
humanitarian workers in Darfur: The top United 
Nations envoy to Sudan, Dec 13, condemned "in 
the strongest terms" the "brutal" murder of two 
workers of an international humanitarian organiza- 
tion in the strife-torn western Darfur region. 


He called on the Government, rebels and militia to respect 
the principles of international humanitarian law. 

"The fact that the workers themselves seem to have become 
the target of fighting poses severe difficulties for humanitarian 
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access, with grave consequences for assistance in the future," 
said Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s Special Representative for 
Sudan, Jan Pronk. The two national workers for Save the 
Children (UK) were killed when a convoy of clearly marked 
humanitarian vehicles came under attack in an area where the 
organization operates a feeding centre and medical clinics. 
“Humanitarian workers are fully neutral and have come to assist 
victims of violence in Darfur," he said. 


The UN has called Darfur, where some 1.7 million people 
have been displaced and Janjaweed militias stand accused of 
killing and raping thousands of villagers after rebels took up arms 
in 2003 to demand a greater share of economic resources, the 
world’s worst humanitarian crisis. Pronk reminded the Sudanese 
Government of is responsibility to protect humanitarian workers 
in its territory. (UN News Service, New York, Dec 13) 


Darfur rebels withdraw from peace talks citing govern- 
ment attacks: Peace talks to end the Darfur conflict were stalled, 
Dec 14, after rebe! groups withdrew in protest against ceasefire 
violations by the government in Khartoum. 


The Sudan Liberation Movement/Army (SLM/A) and the 
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) walked out of talks in the 
Nigerian capital, Abuja, Dec 13—the first day of face-to-face 
negotiations. “We're suspending the talks until the situation on 
the ground improves and there is a clear commitment that the 
Sudanese government will stop the offensive,” SLM/A spokes- 
man Bahar Ibrahim said, Dec 14. 


The Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) said it was 
suspending participation not only because of ceasefire violations 
but also because it wants Khartoum to release those of its 
members being held in prison. “If these two conditions are met, 
we will go back to the talks," JEM spokesman Ahmed Tugod 
Lissan said. 


Monitors from the 53-member African Union, which is 
sponsoring the fourth round of negotiations, have reported 
ceasefire violations by both sides in recent months. The conflict 
in western Sudan has raged for almost two years and driven 
more than 1.6 million people from their homes. (UN Integrated 
Regional Information Networks, Abuja, Dec 14) 


Southern agreement key to Darfur peace, says UN: The 
settlement of the long-running conflict in southern Sudan 
between Khartoum and the Sudan People’s Liberation Move- 
ment/Army (SPLM/A), is key to solving the humanitarian crisis 
in the western Sudanese region of Darfur, a UN envoy said. 


Jan Pronk, the Secretary-General’s representative in Sudan, 
told a news conference in New York, Dec 14, that a peace accord 
in the south would lead to a new constitution and a new 
government which would be sympathetic to the situation in Darfur 
and more open to negotiation. 


With a December 13 deadline for concluding a peace 
agreement between the government and the SPLM/A fast 
approaching, Pronk urged the major global players, including 
the five permanent members of the Security Council, to present 
a unified position. "If the Sudanese government and the rebels 
were faced with a unified front, with the powerful nations in the 
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world saying that they would not tolerate non-compliance with 
the Council's resolution, the parties would have no choice but 
to come up with a negotiated political solution,” Pronk was quoted 
by UN News service as saying. (UN Integrated Regional 
Information Networks, Nairobi, Dec 15) 

{Background Info. Sudan, page 1533:a] 


TANZANIA 


a. Concern over AIDS during conference: A 
three-day HIV/AIDS conference, jointly organised 
by the Tanzania Commission for AIDS, the Tanzania 
AIDS Society and the Ministry of Health, is currently 
underway in Arusha, northern Tanzania. 


Professor Fred Mhalu, president of the Tanzania AIDS 
Society, expressed concern over the rapid rate at which the virus 
was targeting the country’s 15 to 49 age group. 


"Given this scenario, it has been agreed that there was a 
need for all sectors of government, civil society, community, 
families and individuals, uniting and fight the HIV/AIDS pandemic 
jointly," the BBC quoted Mhalu as saying. 


At least 2 million of the country’s 36 million population are 
estimated to be living with HIV and AIDS. (UN Integrated 
Regional information Networks, Johannesburg, Dec 13) 


b. Police officer killed in Pemba violence: 
Political violence in Zanzibar’s island of Pemba 
continued unabated recently, with the death of two 
people, including a senior security officer. 


The Pemba commander of the paramilitary, Zanzibar Volun- 
teer Service, Ayoub Mohamed Selemani, died, Dec 2, one hour 
after being stabbed in the stomach by an unknown assailant. 
He is the latest victim of a series of violent acts that have swept 
through Pemba Island since the beginning of the ongoing voter 
registration exercise just over a week ago. 


Pemba South Regional Police Commander Faraj Kayuga told 
The East African by telephone, Dec 3, that 60-year Selemani 
was aitacked as he walked to the Chachani Mosque in Chake 
Chake town for evening prayers. No arrests had been made yet. 
However, Kayuga said the police suspect the attack to be related 
to the political violence that has marred the registration. "I think 
it is some kind of revenge for the death," he said. 


A 16-year-old class V! pupil, Juma Omar Juma, was shot 
dead, Dec 1, at Ng’ombeni Primary School registration 
centre -after chaos broke out following the appearance of 
armed members of the Zanzibar Navy (KMKM), Prisons 
Service (Mafunzo), Economic Brigade (JKU) and Volunteer 
Service (ZVS) in uniform to be registered as voters at the 
centre. (East African, Nairobi, Dec 6) 


TUNISIA 


a. Tunisian-Canadian cooperation agreement 
signed: A cooperation agreement in the field of 
Higher Education and Scientific Research was 
signed recently between the Tunisian and Canadian 
governemnts. 
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The three-year agreement between Tunisian universities and 
the University of Montreal will be effective as of next academic 
year. It will provide for the setting up of cooperation links between 
the two parties as well as promoting scientific and technological 
research, boosting the exchange of university professors, 
researchers, and graduate students between Tunisian university 
Institutions and the University of Montreal. It also features the 
development of partnership as well as extending innovative 
research to the industry. 


The signing of the agreement was preceded by a working 
meeting 2etween the Tunisia Minister of Higher Education and 
Scientific Research, Lazhar Bououni, the Chancellor of the 
University of Montreal and the Canadian ambassador in Tunis. 
(Tunisia Online, Tunis, Dec 8) 


UGANDA 


a. Parliament passes referendum Bill: Parlia- 
ment, Dec 8, passed the Referendum and Other 
Provisions Bill 2004. 


The Bill is to enable the government conduct a referendum 
to change the political system from the Movement system to 
multipariism. The passing of the Bill followed a one-month 
debate. “he Bill was previously opposed by some MPs, namely 
Jack Sabiiti (Rukiga), Ken Lukyamuzi (Rubaga South) arguing 
that it was affected by the Constitutional coun ruling that nullified 
the 2000 Referendum. 


Recently the Deputy Speaker, Ms Rebecca Kadaga, resolved 
to appoint a team of lawyer MPs to assist the Legal and 
Parliamentary Affairs committee to sort out the legal technicali- 
ties. Kacaga, however, changed her mind, Dec 7, saying she 
had mad? the original ruling after she was misinformed by some 
MPs. 


At least five MPs walked out of the House as a result. 
including Mbarara Woman MP, Mrs Miria Matembe, Abdu 
Katuntu, (Bugweri), Latif Ssebaggala (Kawempe North), Ken 
Lukyamuzi and Guma Gumisiriza. (Monitor, Kampala, Dec 9) 


MPs walk out over referendum Bill: MPs, Dec 7, walked 
out of Pérliament protesting a decision by the Deputy Speaker, 
Ms Rebecca Kadaga, allowing debate on the Referendum and 
Other Provisions Bill 2004 to continue. 


Kadaja recently ruled that debate on the contentious 
Referendum Bill be deferred because of technical hitches. She, 
however, in a surprise change of heart, Dec 7, ruled that the 
debate on the matter should continue. 


Debate on the Referendum Bill hit a snag after Rukiga County 
MP, Jack Sabiiti; told the House that in light of the nullification 
of the Referendum Act passed in 2000 by the Constitutional 
Court, Parliament should not hastily pass the Bill. Kadaga, who 
chaired the session then, agreed to appoint a team of senior 
lawyers in the House to work with the Legal and Parliamentary 
Affairs Committee to study the technicalities of the court ruling 
that led to the nullification before debate on the Bill could 
continue. (Monitor, Kampala, Dec 8) 
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ZIMBABWE 


a. Zanu-PF, MDC MPs agree on poll changes: 
The Electoral Bill which seeks to, among other 
things, amend the Electoral Act by establishing an 
Electoral Court, was set to pass the committee 
stage, Dec 14, after Zanu-PF and MDC MPs agreed 
on a number of amendments. 


The chairperson of the portfolio committee on Justice, Legal 
and Parliamentary Affairs, Pearson Mbalekwa, proposed some 
of the adopted amendments. Justice, Legal and Parliamentary 
Affairs Minister and Leader of the House Patrick Chinamasa also 
proposed a number of amendments that were adopted by the 
House. 


Some of the amendments proposed by the justice committee 
that were adopted included amendment to Clause 3 of the Bill 
to the effect that every citizen be accorded the right to participate 
through civic organisations in peaceful activities to influence and 
challenge Government policies. 


It was agreed that every political party had the right to have 
reasonable access to the media and to campaign freely within 
the law. 


Amendments by the opposition party that were aoea were 
proposed by Bulawayo South MP David Coltart and were moved 
on his behalf by the party's Chief Whip Innocent Gonese. The 
amendments included the use of indelible ink during voting and 
that the Electoral Supervisory Commission (ESC) must approve 
the type of ink to be used. (Herald, Harare, Dec 15) 
[Background Info. Zimbabwe, page 1511:c] 


b. Mugabe’s succession rocks ruling party: 
President Robert Mugabe has purged seven senior 
Officials of his party, Zanu-PF, and humiliated a 
Cabinet ally. to quell debate on who will succeed 
him as President of Zimbabwe. 


He suspected young challengers and relied on the old guard 
to bolster his authority in a "night of the long knives". Six of the 
party’s 10 provincial chairmen were suspended for six months 
and the head of the war veterans, Jabulani Sibanda, was 
suspended for four years. The Information Minister, Jonathan 
Moyo, was reprimanded, the state media reported. 


The action exposed deep rifts in the party on the eve of its 
annual congress, which opened in the capital Harare, Dec 1. 
The opposition Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) 
indicated that it was likely to take part in the general election in 
March 2005, though it feared that voting may not be free and 
fair. 


Triggering what some analysts called the party's worst split 
for 20 years, a meeting of the Zanu-PF politburo chaired by 
Mugabe decided to punish an apparent cabal of senicr but 
relatively youthful officials. 


Their crime was to hold a meeting on November 18 at which 
they reportedly plotted against Mugabe's choice for a second 
Vice-President, Joyce Majuru; in favour of the parliamentary 
Speaker, Emmerson Mnangagwa. 
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Ms Majuru is not seen as a serious contender to replace the 
80-year-old President but clinching the vice-presidency would 
position Mnangagwa to do so. Delegates at the congress are 
due to vote on who should fill the post. The state media said 
Mayo had organised the meeting in his some district, Tsholotsho, 
to lobby for Mnangagwa, a mistake for which he had apologised. 


As the architect of oppressive media laws, Moyo grew close 
to the President, but the state media, which he has recently 
controlled, has hinted that he might be sacked. 


Despite its turmoil, Zanu-PF, with the state’s resources and 
the near-monopoly media on its side, is favoured to retain its 
parliamentary majority in next year’s elections. 


The MDC, leader, Morgan Tsvangirai, speaking in London at 
the end of his first foreign trip since his passport was returned 
after he was-cleared of treason, urged other countries to press 
Mugabe to guarantee a fair poll. The MDC’s national council is 
to meet soon to decide whether to contest the elections. Although 
MDC officials see little hope of immediate reforms, they expect 
the council will decide to do so. (Guardian, London/Hindu, 
Madras, Dec 3) 


c. State drafts domestic violence Bill: The 
Ministry of Justice, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs, 
in collaboration with some women’s organisations, 
has drafted the Domestic Violence Bill and pre- 
sented it to Zanu-PF, which has a Parliamentary 
majority, for consideration, Dec 10. 


Addressing women from various civic organisations to 
Officially mark the end of the 16 days of activism against 
gender-based violence at the New Government Complex in 
Harare at the weekend, the Minister of Justice, Legal and 
Parliamentary Affairs, Patrick Chinamasa, emphasised the need 
for legislation protecting victims of gender-based violence. 


"It is indeed a crucial and a positive step towards total 
eradication of violence that we have legislation to protect victims 
of domestic violence as well as to prevent its devastating effects," 
Chinamasa said. He said he had handed the draft Bill to the 
ruling party, where he is the Secretary for Legal Affairs in the 
Politburo, the party’s supreme decision-making body. 


The party, he said, had received the draft Bill well and referred 
it for discussion by the grassroots members of its Women’s 
League. (Herald, Harare, Dec 13) 


d. First female Vice-President sworn in: Re- 
cently-elected Joyce Mujuru was sworn in by 
President Mugabe as the country’s second Vice- 
President. 


"|, Joyce Teurai Ropa Mujuru, do swear that ! will well and 
truly serve Zimbabwe in the Office of Vice-President, so help 
me God," pledged Mujuru with a Bible in one hand at a brief 
ceremony at State House. Mujuru’s family—her husband former 
Zimbabwe National Army Commander Retired General Solomon 
Mujuru, two daughters and a son-in-law - witnessed the historic 
occasion of the swearing-in of Zimbabwe's first female Vice- 
President. ) 
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Vice-President Joseph Msika, Zanu-PF National Chairman 
John Nkomo, Speaker of Parliament Emmerson Mnangagwa, 
several Cabinet ministers, senior Government and Zanu-PF 
officials and members of the ruling party's Women's League were 
also in attendance as the new Vice-President took the oath of 
Office. 


Mugabe congratulated Mujuru soon after she took the oath 
while several guests - among them Cabinet ministers and 
members of the Women’s League— broke into song and dance 
in celebration. (Herald, Harare, Dec 7) 

e. Hunger claims 10 more lives in Bulawayo: 
Ten more people have died of hunger in the 
country’s second largest city of Bulawayo, bringing 
the malnutrition death toll recorded in the city to 
more than 180 over the past year. 


Bulawayo city council minutes on health, housing and. 
education for November reveal that nine children under the age 
of four and a 70-year-old man died as a result of malnutrition in 
November. 


The deceased were from Bulawayo’s wards 2, 4, 7, 9, 14, 
15, 19 and 22. Japhet Ndabeni-Ncube, the executive mayor of 
Bulawayo, refused to comment on the statistics. The mayor has 
in the past provoked the ire of Zanu-PF government officials for 
revealing that people were dying of malnutrition in Bulawayo. 


"At the moment, the Bulawayo city council is feeding over 
13,000 children at council clinics but the number of these 
desperate children is increasing each day," said one councillor. 
(Zimbabwe Standard, Harare, Dec 5) 

AIDS stalks, stealing from a fading town: 
Victim by victim, AIDS is steadily drilling through the 


Soodla heart of Lavumisa in Swaziland. 
potig It killed the mayor's daughter. It has killed a 


fifth of the 60 employees of the town’s biggest 
businessman. It has claimed an estimated one in eight teachers, 
several health workers and 2 of 10 counselors who teach 
prostitutes, about protected sex. One of the 13 municipal 
workers had died of AIDS. Another is about to. A third is 
HIV-positive. 


By one hut-to-hut survey in 2003, one in four households on 
the town’s poorer side lost someone to AIDS in the preceding 
year. One in three had a visibly ill member. 


That is just the dead and the dying. There is also the world 
they leave behind. AIDS has turned one in 10 Lavumisans into 
an orphan. It has spawned street children, prostitutes and 
dropouts. 


It has the appearance of a biblical cataclysm, a thousand- 
year flood of misery and death. But it is all too ordinary. Tiny 
Lavumisa, population 2,000, is the template for a demographic 
plunge taking place in every corner of southern Africa. 


Across the region, AIDS has reduced life expectancy to 
levels not seen since the 1800's. In six sub-Saharan nations, 
the United Nations estimates, the average child born today will 
not live to 40. 
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Here in Swaziland, a kingdom of one million people in South 
Africa’s northeast corner, two in five adults are infected with HIV, 
the virus that causes AIDS. Life expectancy now averages 34.4 
years, the fourth lowest on earth. Fifteen years ago, it stood at 
55. By 2010, experts predict, it will be 30. 


Epidemics typically afflict the aged and young-—the weak, 
not those at society’s core. So what happens to a society when 
its fulcrum—its mothers and fathers, teachers, nurses, farm 
workers, bookkeepers, clerks—dies? 


Part cf the answer lies in Lavumisa, where two visitors spent 
five weeks recently talking to more than 60 residents, following 
the terrible ripples that an unrestrained epidemic is sending 
through the community. Sickness leads to death, death leads to 
destitution, destitution worsens a variety of social problems, from 
illiteracy ṣọ prostitution to abandoned babies. 


The average life expectancy in Lavumisa is 34 years, but 
there are fewer and fewer 43-year-olds—just the very young and 
the old, struggling to do a 34-year-old’s job. 

Sixteen-year-old Nkuthula Madlopha wanted to be a police 
Officer. Instead, next year she will till her grandparents’ fields, 
substituting for her dead parents. Her brother will herd livestock. 


Their grndmother, Vayillina Madlopha, wanted a quiet old 
age. Instead, at 80, she is a new mother. “I thought my 
daughters-in-law would be serving me food, washing for me and 
cleaning the yard," she said. "Now | must start afresh”. 
Eleven-year-old Ntokozo wanted to be a student. Instead, he lies 
on the floor of his one-room hut, his knees swollen like tennis 
balls and his mouth pitted with sores. His mother, who died in 
May, infected him with HIV, either during her pregnancy or later 
as he helped tend her oozing sores. His sister, Nkululeko 
Masimula, 26, wanted a job. "I wanted to have my own business; 
to be a hairdresser or a wholesaler,” she said. Instead, she tends 
her brother and their 61-year-old-old grandmother. She sells the 
family’s chickens to raise money for food. Finding the $20 a 
month required to take her brother to the nearest anti-retroviral 
drug site, 96 kilometres away, is only a fantasy. 


Delisile Nyandeli, slim and pretty, wanted her own home and 
family. Instead, she cares not only for her orphansed sisters and 
brothers, but also for the orphaned children of two sisters who 
died of AIDS and whose husbands fled. At age 20, she is a 
mother to nine other children besides her own boy. 


“Today, when | was cleaning this house," she said, "I thought 
about it—if my mother were alive, she would be the one doing 
this. Because when my sisters don’t have any pencils or other 
things they need for school, they come to me. 


"And | can't help them". 


Hard lives, made harder: Baked by drought, with a single 
paved street, a gas station, two liquor stores, two bars and a 
wretched crafts stand for tourists speeding from the adjacent 
South Africa border post, Lavumisa clings to Swaziland's lower 
rungs. Life would be hard here, even without AIDS. 

A mostly rainless decade has discouraged most farmers from 
planting maize, the staple crop, much less the cotton that was 
once the base of the local economy. Many survive on 
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home-grown chickens and pigs, donations from the World Food 
Programme and the kidness or relatives who work across the 
border or in Swaziland's," cities. 


Now, with the dead gone, it is the impoverished survivors 
who suffer. 


At Lavumisa Primary School, a beige L-shaped building of 
concrete classrooms clumped around a red dirt yard, enrollment 
has fallen nearly 9 per cent in five years, to 494 students, as 
children drop out to support families. One in three students has 
lost at least one parent. 


Nomfundo, a 15-year-old seventh grader, made the 6-kilo- 
metre walk home from school recently with her brother, 
Ndabendele, 10. He carried his books in a torn plastic bag. She 
wore the shaved head customary for girls in mourning. 


Their 34-year-old mother, a domestic worker, died on August 
29; their father died in 2003. care of the children has fallen to 
their grandmother, Esther Simelane, 53, who has been jobless 
for 14 years. 


Since the illness began, she has sold four of the family’s 
eight goats to raise money for food. l 


"“Wheesh! Now | can feel the hardship," Nomfundo said. "Who 
is going to pay my school fees? Even the clothes. Where am | 
going to get them” She tugged at her school uniform skirt, riddled 
with holes and hemmed several times to hide tears. 


Unknown to the two children, their grandmother had tested 
positive for HIV, apparently contracting the virus while dressing 
her daughter’s sores. Mrs Simelane has kept the news from 
Momfundo and her brother to spare them further trauma. 


Should Momfundo manage to stay in school another years, 
she will move up to Ndabazezwe High School. Elphas Z Shiba, 
the headmaster, keep careful records of his 366 students. 


Shiba can state that at the beginning of the year, 
Ndabazezwe High had 40 students who had lost at least one 
parent. Nine months later, there were 73,20 of whom had lost 
both father and mother, nearly all of whom are desperately poor. 
A decade ago, Shia said, the school had perhaps five orphans, 
none of them needy. 


Both the primary and the high school are staggering under 
the burden of feeding and educating a growing army of orphans 
who, mostly, cannot pay the school fees. The state has pledged 
to educate orphans, but so far it has paid just half the Lavumisa 
primary-school fees. Shiba said the high school was getting a 
mere $15 of the $100 a year it costs to educate each orphan. 


Ndabazezwe High School is now deeply in debt by Swazi 
standards. It owes $275 for electricity’ $200 for water’ $260 for 
books and hundreds more for equipment. The security guards 
have not have paid for two months. 


Shiba and Stephen Nxumalo, the headmaser at Lavumisa 
Primary, reluctantly intend to carry out a resolution adopted in 
May by the nation’s main teachers’ organization. Starting in 
January, students who do not pay their fees—currently about 
100 in the primary school, 258 in the high school—will be barred 
from classes. "The number of those who don't pay keeps 
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increasing", Nxumalo said. “It's because of the orphans. We are 
going to send them home, because we have no option". 


A weakened work force: One might not expect the hollowing 
out of Lavumisa’s adult population to have much affected its 
minuscule economy. Unemployment in Swaziland averages 34 
per cent. There is no shortage of cheap labour to replace a fallen 
clerk or farm worker. 


But the death rate is transforming businesses and the work 
force, in ways not easily visible. Peter Mcintyre,66, is one of 
Lavumisa’s real estate barons and probably its biggest private 
employer, owner of grocery store, a liquor store, the gas station 
and the Lavumisa Hotel. He has lost about a fifth of his 60 
workers to AIDS; the latest, a yard worker named Julius, died 
October 4. 


Empioyees like the yard worker are easily replaced. Not so 
his accountant, who died of AIDS in 2001. Mcintyre’s relatives 
said it took three months to find and train a qualified replacement. 


His three sons, in their 30’s and heirs to the empire, see a 
lesson in that. The South African government intends to buy the 
land beneath the grocery and hotel and build a new border 
crossing. The sons are not sure that they want to rebuild oy 
the sale. 


"My sons are very wary to open a new shop," Mcintyre said. 
"They say you have so many-hassies—people dying; you can't 
build a permanent staff". l 


Life expectancy in Southern Africa 
For a child born from 2000 to 2005 
Central African 


Republic 39.5 Angola 40.1 
Sudan 55.6 Zambia 32.4 
Ethiopia 45.5 Malawi 37.5 
Congo 48.2 Namibia 44.3 
Rwanda 39.3 Zimbabwe 33.1 
Uganda 46.2 Mozambique 38.1 
Kenya 44.6 Botswana 39.7 
Burundi 40.9 Swaziland 34.4 
Tanzania 43.3 South Africa 47.7 
Lesotho 35.1 


Only one segment of the economy is prospering. In the 
Lavumisa region, with 21,000 residents, reported crimes over a 
three-month period—largely burglaries, assaults and thefts of 
goats or cows-——have increased 25 per cent in two years. 

Prostitution is booming. On the broad dirt road that parallels 
the South Africa border sit the Lavumisa Hotel, the town’s two 
bars and, each evening, a string of 18-wheel trucks parked for 
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the night. More than 1,100 rigs cross this border every month, 
fueling a growing sex trade with local women. Some are recent 
AIDS orphans. They are driven by their poverty: performing sex - 
with a condom nets a woman about'$4.50; without a condom, 
perhaps $9. An enterprising sex worker can make $50 a night. 


"l used to stay with my mother and father, before they died 
of HIV," said Thebisa, 18, during a break at the Lavumisa Hotel 
bar. "And then | couldn't afford to go to school. My father died 
in ‘98. Thé following year, it was my mother. | began working 
this way in 2000". 


More despair ahead: Lavumisa and other towns like it are 
windows into the crisis that has beset Swaziland. AIDS kills an 
estimated 50 people here and HIV infects 55 more each day, 
erasing hard-won economic gains of the last 20 years, according 
to the United Nations and the World Health Organization. 


By 2010, the United Nations forecasts, children who have 
lost one parent or both will account for up to 15 per cent of 
Swaziiand’s one million people. 


The adult HIV infection rate, 38.8 per cent, now tops 
Botswana's as the world’s highest. The death rate has doubled 
in just seven years. 


"Swaziland is frankly beyond the threshold of what we 
thought could happen,” said Duncan Earle of the Global Fund 
to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, who oversees $48 
million in AIDS-related grants to the kingdom. "Ten years ago, 
we thought the peak infection rate would be 20 to 25 per cent. 
This stretches the imagination". 


A long-promised flood of antiretroviral drugs financed by the 
Global Funds and other donors could help slow the carnage. 
But like the rest of sub-Saharan Africa, Swaziland is starting 
slowly. Only about 4,000 of the 26,000 who need drugs get them. 


In Lavumisa, a new mobile HIV testing centre is drawing 
customers on its weekly visits. One recent afternoon, two dozen 
people, mostly women, waited for its to open. 


But for every resident who arrives for a test, another shies 
away, fearful of the outcome. . 


Busisiwe Matse, a 44-year-old mother of six, went to the 
centre in early October. Her husband, Boy, a former miner, is 
bedridden with symptoms of AIDS. She had been almost 
constantly ill for nearly a. year. She was almost relieved, she 
said, when the counsellor informed her that she was infected 
because now she can seek treatment. 


But Boy Maste’s other wife, Khanyisile, 27, refuses to check 
her own status, "I'll do it later,” she said. 


Michael Wines and Sharon La Franiere in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 4) - 
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ANGOLA 


a. Parliament approves budget: The National 
Assembly, Dec 14, approved the proposals of the 
State Budget for 2005 and the Government Pro- 
gramme fop,2005/2006 despite the unfavourable 
vote by the*pppesitian..- 

The State Budget’ draft Bill reves 101 votes in favour, 46 
against and four absfeiitions, w il, the Government Programme 
got 100 votes in favor 47 agaifist.and five abstentions. 

The 2005:Staté ‘Budget comprises revenue estimated at over 
Kz 956 kilion“and “expenses fixed at the equal amount for the 
same pe-iod, propdsing:in jts“general and specific objectives, a 
quick rehabilitation of the country’s physical infrastructure, in 
order to enable the re-launching of the productive activity and 
job creation. 


“¢*eay The Government Programme worth over Kz 364 billion 
enumerates a package of six objectives, among them are the 
consolidation of peace and national reconstruction, as well as 
the build ng of the basis for the constitution of an integrated and 
self-sustained national economy. (Angola Press Agency, 
Luanda, Dec 15) 


BOTSWANA 


a. RAMOTSWA (Botswana): Following a leader 
called ‘Woman’—the first woman paramount 
chief: Mosadi Seboko’s first name is not really a 
eae came. Rather, it is a reflection on her 

father’s shock when he first saw her. 
Translated from Setswana, the local language, it 
means simply "woman". 


Her father was chief of the Baletes, one of the eight major 
tribes of Botswana, who settled in this region just south of the 
nation's capital, Gaborone, more than a century ago. In the 
Balete royal family, it is a given that the chief's firstborn child 
will be a boy so that he can inherit the throne. 


"My dad said: ‘Well, it's a woman. What can | do? It's my 
child," Ms Seboko said. 


Woman Seboko, 54, is the leader of the Baletes, the first 
female paramount chief ever in Botswana. She was enthroned 
15 months ago after challenging and overcoming her own family’s 
efforts to keep the chiefdom a patriarchy. Ms Seboko, backed 
by her mother and seven sisters, insisted to the tribal elders that 
the test was not custom, but the 380-year-old Constitution of 
Botswana, with its guarantee of freedom from discrimination. 
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At her coronation, Ms Seboko’s 33,000 subjects seemed a 
bit perplexed by the prospect of a female ruler. They gave her 
gifts befitting a chief: a new pickup truck, a computer, a printer. 
Also, a washing machine and a vacuum cleaner. 


Since then, she had endeared herself to much of the tribe 
by balancing calls for change with respect for tradition. 


it is hard to imagine a male chief talking, as she does in 
interviews, about violence against women. Her own husband 
beat her. "So | divorced in 1978", she said. “I can’t stand violence. 
} didn’t want to be abused”. Or about sexual rights: 'I believe 
women have the power. It is very easy for us to say no to sex". 


But on other issues, her positions are as rooted in traditions 
as any male chiefs. She supports caning as a form of 
punishment. She doesn’t approve of condoms in the schools. 


Mosadi Seboko was born June 7, 1950, the first of nine 
children. She was still a teenager when her father died. Her 
mother, she said, had no job training. So as soon as she finished 
high school, Ms Seboko looked for work. 


Today, she earns about $2,000 a month, paid by the local 
government. 


At one weekend tribal meeting where she presided, an elderly 
man told her she was always defending women who invited 
sexual advances by wearing skintight jeans. 


"| am not defending women," the chief said. "| am angry at 
women," she said, for failing to exert more contro! over their own 
circumstances. 


She didn’t add, but could have, "As I did". (Sharon LaPraniere 
in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 18) 


BURUNDI 


a. UN peacekeepers suspended for sexual 
misconduct: Two soldiers serving with the UN 
peacekeeping operation in Burundi, known as 
ONUB, have been suspended from duty for alleged 


sexual misconduct. 


"This mission will not waver from its responsibility to the 
Burundian people and international community to ensure 
absolute implementation of the UN Secretary-General's zero 
tolerance for sexual exploitation and abuse by UN personnel," 
ONUB said in a statement, Dec 17. 


ONUB said the alleged misconduct took place in the 
northeastern province of Muyinga and that the investigation 
started, Dec 19, and would be concluded "expeditiously". 
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"No other further details, or comments, will be provided at 
this time in order not to prejudice the official investigation," ONUB 
said. 


in November, UN headquarters sent two separate teams to 
the Democratic Republic of Congo to investigate 150 allegations 
of sexual exploitation and abuse of the host population by civilian 
and military personnel serving in the peacekeeping mission 
there. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, 
Dec 20) 


CAMEROON 


a. Newspaper publishers decry Anglophone 
marginalisation: Anglophone publishers have de- 
cried the discrimination by government against 
English-language newspapers. 


Some publishers expressed dismay at the marginalisation of 
Anglophone newspapers during a heavily attended meeting 
between the recently appointed Minister of Communication, 
Pierre Moukoko Mbonjo, and newspaper publishers on Decem- 
ber 20. 


It was the publisher of The Heron newspaper, Christopher 
Ezieh, who first complained to the Minister about Anglophone 
marginalisation. 


Ezieh said government had the propensity to discriminate 
Anglophone newspapers. He pointed out that, while hundreds 
of virtually unknown Francophone newspaper publishers were 
on the official list of those invited to the meeting, only one 
Anglophone publisher was invited. 


Another Anglophone journalist who spoke during the meeting 
also complained bitterly about marginalisation of English journal- 
ists. Out of the hall, some Anglophone journalists who gathered 
in a group, reflected on how they could fight the flagrant 
discrimination against them by both the government and their 
Francophone colleagues. (Post, Buea, Dec 23) 


CHAD 


a. UN seeks $183 million for Darfur refugees: 
Faced with a large-scale influx into Chad of refugees 
from the fighting in Sudan's Darfur region, the United 
Nations is calling for nearly $183 million to cater for 
a whole list of urgent needs in 2005, a 10 per cent 
increase over 2004. 


During the last 16 months, some 200,000 people have fled 
into eastern Chad, leading to growing tensions between the 
refugees and the local population as the two groups increasingly 
compete for scarce water, food and land, and endangering the 
economic and political stability of the impoverished country as 
a whole. 


"Unless the conflict in western Sudan is resolved, new waves 
of refugees must be anticipated," the UN Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. 
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"This additional demographic pressure would exacerbate the 
already precarious security and humanitarian situation, including 
increased food insecurity." 


Among its priorities OCHA listed the essential needs of both 
refugees and the local population, including water, agriculture, 
animal rearing and food security and basic services such as 
health and education. (UN News Service, New York, Dec 20) 


CONGO (DR) 


a. Kidnapped UN staffers released after 
torture: A consultant to the United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme (UNDP) in the eastern Demo- 
cratic Republic of the Congo (DR) and three local 
aid workers, kidnapped by militia members earlier, 
have been released. 


UNDP identified them as consulting engineer Aziz Kaliemba, 
hospital director Dr. Lobo Rombi, the director of the UN/national 
disarmament and reintegration programme (CONADER) for 
former combatants in the Kandroma area, Jean-Louis Malumba, 
and Cafi Bahenuka. 


Their release and arrival at the UNDP office in Bunia came 
after talks with senior members of the Integrationist Nationalist 
Front (FNI), three of whose camps were destroyed by soldiers 
from the UN peacekeeping mission, MONUC, Dec 27. The men 
had been tortured, even bound and tossed into Lake Albert, 
UNDP said. Kaliemba and Malumba still bore infected wounds 
on their arms and had been put in the care of MONUC’s chief 
physician. (UN News Service, New York, Dec 30) 


b. Two journalists arrested in Kamako: Del- 
phin Manesa and Jean Kambamba, journalists with 
Radio Arc-en-ciel, broadcasting out of Kamako, 
were arrested on December 28 by a group of police 
officers acting under the orders of Mutombo Tshis- 
ala, the municipality's deputy chief of police. 


Kamako is located approximately 180 kilometres from 
Tshikapa, the second largest city in West Kasao province, central 
Democratic Republic of Congo. According to sources, the officers 
were looking for Idrissa Katawa, the station’s director, after the 
December 28 broadcast of the programme “Tranche libre" 
("Open Airwaves") in which Katawa condemned the behaviour 
of Kamako police officers. Katawa reportedly accused the police 
of using force to compel local merchants to relocate to a 
newly-built marketplace. (Journaliste En Danger, Kinshasa, 
Dec 29) 


ETHIOPIA 


a. Eight fleeing Ethiopian soldiers in police 
custody: Eight Ethiopian soldiers serving along the 
volatile Eritrean border have fled into Kenya. ` 


The soldiers, who arrived, Dec 20, at the border town of 
Moyale in Eastern Province, were put in police custody. Speaking 
to The Standard on telephone, Eastern provincial police boss 
Thomas Chigamba said the soldiers were being interrogated on 
why they chose to surrender to the Kenyan authorities. 
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"We are holding the eight soldiers to find out the circum- 
stances that led to their fleeing into the country," he said. 


Chigamba said if the officers’ case was found to be genuine, 
the Government would consider handing over the matter to the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees. The soldiers 
were identified as Lt Tewedoro Hundre, St Aregewo Aelema, 
Ptes Deselenu Denissie, Gabre Yesus, Reye Ababulugu, Ketay 
Belay ard Debeba Gute. 


Sources told’ The Standard that the soldiers had deserted 
duty along the Ethiopia/Eritrea border, where they had been 
deployec. “The soldiers were deployed along the border forcibly 
to fight Eritreans but they defied the orders and fled to Kenya," 
they added. 


There were fears of more soldiers trickling in from 
Ethiopia's unit 4433 Camp into the country, as security officers 
moved to beef up security along the border. The camp is 
situated 50 km from Moyale District, making it easier for the 
soldiers ło surrender to the Kenyan authorities. (East African 
Standard, Nairobi, Dec 21) 


b. Journalist jailed in defamation case: The 
Committee to Protect Journalists is deeply con- 
cerned about the recent jailing of an Ethiopian 
journal st who was unable to pay bail in a criminal 
defamation case. 


Wosonseged Gebrekidan, former editor-in-chief of the 
private, Amharic-language weekly Ethiop, has been imprisoned 
since December 23. 


Loca sources said Gebrekidan was charged with defamation 
in connection with a March 2001 article in Ethiop about a dispute 
between two neighbours in the capital, Addis Ababa. The court 
imposed a 3,000 birr bail which Gebrekidan has been unable 
to pay. .- 


The article alleged that the Ethiopian Justice Ministry 
prematurely dropped charges against businesswoman Eteneshe 
Abreha, who was accused of having her neighbour’s house 
illegally demolished. The story was widely covered in the 
Ethiopian press, local sources said. Abreha filed a defamation 


complairt against Gebrekidan, and under Ethiopian law, defa- 


mation is. punishable by imprisonment. 


CPJ has documented at least five other criminal charges 
pending against Gebrekidan stemming from his work for the 
Addis Akaba-based Ethiop. 


Cour: cases against journalists in Ethiopia can drag on for 
years, and journalists are regularly jailed for not being able to 
pay bail or for missing court hearings. Many journalists have 
multiple charges pending. (Committee to Protect Journalists, 
New Yorx, Dec 28) 


{Background Info. Ethiopia, page 1515:a] 
c. Police arrest illegal FM radio broadcasters: 
Police said, Dec 2, that it had arrested two men 


suspected of transmitting from an illegal FM radio 
Station in the eastern part of Ethiopia. 
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Police had arrested the two suspects in connection with the 
illegal radio transmission in the Harari regional state government, 
located some 535 km east of Addis Ababa. 


The regional government police official of Harari region said 
that the two suspects were broadcasting the FM station without 
receiving any licence from the government. 


“They were also using three transmission devices for their 
illegal purposes. We were able to arrest the two suspects in 
collaboration with the people living in that area,” police said. 


Police said that the programmes were transmitted in Alemaya 
town and surrounding areas where over 40,000 people are said 
to live in that area. Police also seized 17 tapes cassette, which 
were ready to be broadcasted by the station. (Daily Monitor, 
Addis Ababa, Dec 3) 


d. DEBRE ZEYIT (Ethiopia): Toll of pregnancy 
on the poor: Hiwot Taddesa is poor and pregnant 


. in a country with one of the highest 
Spotlight maternal mortality rates in the world. 


She is also young, just 17, which increases the chances that 
complications will develop when her contractions begin in the 
coming weeks, and she will have to climb into the back of a 
horse-drawn cart to search for a midwife. 


But Hiwot, who has a glowing smile and enjoys singing to 
herself, is luckier than many women on this continent, where 
every 16th woman dies during pregnancy or childbirth. 


The World Health Organisation has chosen Hiwot at random, 
along with five other pregnant women from around the globe, to 
highlight the fact that pregnancy and childbirth are among the 
top killers of women in the developing world. While Hiwot is not 
receiving any special medical supervision, because of the 
programme, at least someone is watching over her. 


A photographer drops by her home from time to time to 
document her programme. The story of her pregnancy appears 
alongside those of the other women the programme on the WHO. 
Website (www.who.int/features/2004/great expectations/en/). 


Among other things, the public awareness campaign is 
intended to highlight the huge disparities in childbirth worldwide, 
from the poorest corners of the globe to the richest. 


in Hiwot's case, the pregnancy was not planned, and her 
mother was furious when she heard the news. 


Hiwot's boyfriend has stopped visiting, and now Hiwot, who 
had dreamed of finishing school and becoming a nurse, spends 
her days working for pocket change in her family's living room, 
which she has turned into a neighbourhood cafe. 


“| was so angry," said her mother, Tizita Lemma, 41. "But | 
was keeping it inside. | didn’t want to show her my anger. | was 
pregnant when ! was 15. | knew how hard it was. | didn’t want 
the same for her". Many pregnant teenagers are thrown out of 
their homes by disgraced parents. Hiwot's mother, who is 
divorced, considered but rejected the idea, figuring it would make 
a bad situation worse. 
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Having her mother around means that Hiwot eats regularly, 
though her nutrition is not ideal. She works to the point of 
exhaustion, kut her fate is less dire than that of many rural 
pregnant women who work in the fields until its is time to give 
birth. 


Though still a teenager herself, Hivot is older than many 
pregnant girls in Ethiopia, who bear their first children shortly 
after they marry, at ages as young as 13. She is fortunate to 
live in a town, too. There is a clinic nearby and a hospital, offering 
her some, alkeit modest, health care. 


Across Africa, prenatal care is far too rare, especially in rural 
areas, meaning that problems fester until the lives of the child 
and the mother are at risk. The situation in Ethiopia is especially 
difficult: nearly three-quarters of pregnant women in the country 
never see a health worker while they are expecting. 


Besides those from Ethiopia and Britain, the health organi- 
zation is also tracking pregnant women from Bolivia, Egypt, India 
and Laos. 


The women were photographed at five months and again at 
seven months. Photographers will be in the delivery room, or 
nearby, when the women give birth in late December or early 
January. Pictures will also be postedsof the babies, first at one 
week old and then at six weeks. 


"Giving liie should not be fife threatening," said Joy 
Phumaphi, the health organization's assistant director general of 
family and community health. "These women, by sharing their 
pregnancies, are educating the world". 


Hiwot is embarrassed to be so young and so pregnant. She 
wears loose clothing, looking plump but not weeks from delivery. 


"m not all that excited,” she said. "Everyone talks about 
the pain, But I guess | just have to accept it. I'm pregnant”. (Marc 
Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 18) 


GAMBIA 


a. Thousands protest against murder of 
journalist: Thousands of people thronged the 
streets of Banjul, Dec 22, in a peaceful protest 
against the murder of one of the Gambia’s pacing 
journalists by unidentified gunmen. 


About 300 journalists —virtually the entire press corps of the 
country—-marched through the streets to protest against the 
killing of Deyda Hydara, a newspaper. editor and veteran 
campaigner for press freedom, who was shot dead recently. — 


Thousands of people lined the route of the march shouting 
slogans of support, but they refrained from joining the march 
after the police made clear that non-journalists would be 
prevented from taking part in the demonstration. 


Hydara, the editor of the Gambia’s hard-hitting four-times-a- 
week newspaper, The Point, was shot three times in the head 
on the night of 16 December when the car in which he was 
travelling came under fire. 
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He died instantly. Two female colleagues who were travelling 
with him in the same vehicle were wounded. 


Gambian police said they were following all leads in the 
murder but were still waiting for "a breakthrough". 


“We called the march in protest against the murder of our 
colleague Deyda Hydara and we are very happy that it passed 
off peacefully," Demba Jawo, who heads the Gambia Press 
Union, said. (UN Integrated Regional Information Networks, 
Banjul, Dec 22) 


GUINEA 


a. Suspension order against newspaper 
lifted: The National Communications Board (Con- 
seil national de la communication, CNC), Guinea’s 
media regulatory body, Dec 8, announced the lifting 
of a suspension order against Le Quotidien news- 
paper. 

The paper was suspended “indefinitely” more than three 
weeks ago and its editorial team was experiencing serious 
financial difficulties as a result of the forced closure. 


"We applaud this decision, as late as it is," said Reporters 
Without Borders (RSF). 


"We maintain that Siaka Kouyat, the [paper's] publication 
director and author of the offending article [that resulted in the 
suspension], did not violate any rules of journalistic conduct and 
that the newspaper did not deserve such a heavy penalty. 


Le Quotidien must be allowed to resume publishing without 
delay. We hope that there will be no further obstacles to its 
publication and distribution,” RSF said. (Reporters Sans 
Frontieres, Paris, Dec 10) 


[Background Info. Guinea, page 1527:b] 
GUINEA BISSAU 


a. UN Security Council extends mandate: The 
United Nations Security Council, Dec 22, extended 
the mandate of the five-year-old UN Peacebuilding. 
Support Office in Guinea-Bissau (UNOGBIS) for 
another year. 


lt expanded the work, citing the Transitional Government's 
need for help in structuring mechanisms for national reconcili- 
ation and reform. 


in a unanimously adopted resolution, the Council noted the 
fragility of the country’s progress towards peace and stability, 
especially after the military mutiny and assassinations of 
October 6. | 


Fulfilling a pledge in a Presidential statement in November 
2004 thai it would "consider suitable ways" of improving the 
office’s role, the Council added several new initiatives to its 
technical work with a view to laying the groundwork for free and 
transparent presidential elections scheduled for 2005. 


The new mandates included supporting political dialogue, 
promoting national reconciliation and respect for law and human 
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rights, h2lping ensure a return to constitutional normalcy and 
helping to mobilize financial aid. 


` Whe-e UNOGBIS had previously been asked to get the 
Government to commit to “voluntary arms collection, disposal 
and destruction,” the Council now said UNOGBIS must 
“encourage the Government to fully implement the United 
Nations Srogramme of action to prevent, combat and eradicate 
the illici: trade in small arms and light weapons in all its 
aspects." 


"Within the framework of a comprehensive peace-building 
strategy, [UNOGBIS should] actively support efforts of the United 
Nations system and Guinea-Bissau’s other partners towards 
strengthening state institutions and structures to enable them to 
uphold fhe rule of law, the respect of human rights and the 
unimpeced and independent functioning of the executive, 
legislative and judicial branches of Government," the resolution 
said. (UN News Service, New York, Dec 22) 


IVORY COAST 


a. Gbagbo insists on referendum: President 
Laurert Gbagbo is insisting on a referendum to 


decide whether people with only one Ivorian parent 


can run for the presidency. 


Earlier, parliament had passed a law giving the green light 
to the change in the constitution. 


The constitutional amendment, provided for in a January 
2003 peace agreement, is aimed at allowing Alassane 
Ouattara, the leader of rebel forces occupying the north of the 
country, to challenge Gbagbo in presidential elections due in 
October 2005. 


But holding a free and fair referendum in the divided country 
may well prove difficult and opposition leaders suspect that 
Gbagbo may try to manipulate such a vote to reject the 
amendment approved by parliament. 


"We are the constitution, it’s our blood," Gbagbo told a 
Pan-African youth meeting, organised by his militant Young 
Patriot supporters, Dec 20. 


"Do you want a constitutional change? The only way to 
change [the constitution] is by the people, and we are going to 
consult zhe people." 


Changing the presidential eligibility clause is a crucial step 
along the road to peace in ivory Coast, which has been 
partitioned by civil war for more than two years. 


Quaitara, a former Prime Minister who is popular in the north, 
was barned from running against Gbagbo in the 2000 presiden- 
tial election on the grounds that his father came from neighbour- 
ing Burkina Faso. 


And he will not be on the ballot sheet unless the controversial 
Article 35 of the constitution is changed. Before the vote by 
‘parliament, Dec 17, it stated that both parents of the president 
must be born in Ivory Coast. (UN Integrated Regional 
informetion Networks, Abidjan, Dec 20) 
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KENYA 


a. Tidal wave kills two in Malindi as quake’ 
hits coastline: Two people were killed and a thifd 
seriously injured in Watamu, Dec 29, as the Kenyan 
coastal beaches were hurriedly evacuated to avert 
a disaster linked to a tidal wave occasioned by a 
tsunami triggered by an earthquake of 9 magnitude 
on the Richter Scale under the Indian Ocean 230 
kilometres off Sumatra in Indonesia which claimed 
over 165,000 lives in seven Asian countreis on Dec 
26 morning, 2004. 


Property of unknown value including boats was destroyed 
near Watamu location where the effects of the tidal wave was 
severe. The dead were identified by the local community. They 
were swimming at the time and were swept by the raging waves. 


The Government immediately issued an alert urging greater 
care for those inhabiting the more than 1,000 kilometre Kenyan 
coastline. 


Environment Minister Kalonzo Musyoka said people living 
on the path of the phenomenon should take precautions against 
and avoid venturing into the beaches unti! further notice. 


Kalonzo told The Standard, he had been in touch with his 
counterpart in the Indian Ocean island of Sychelies where the 
biggest impact of tsunami on the east African coast had been 
felt earlier in the day. 


Tsunami is a great wave of sea water, formed by shock 
waves emanating from an earthquake or volcanic eruption on 
the oceans floor. 


Kalonzo expressed hope that the country may be spared the 
wrath of the vicious tidal wave owing to the strong continental 
shelf existing in the area. 


“Even though the situation was not out of control, we are not 
taking any chances," Wanderi said. (East African Standard, 
Nairobi, Dec 26) 


b. UMOTA: Kenyan women build a place of 
unity from broken lives: A village is a village in 
the remote apart of northern Kenya, each one as 
plain as the next. eal phat rahe pee high Hh 

- a giant circle to keep the wild animals 
Spotlight out. The huts are set up one next to the 
other, each made from a mixture of mud and cow 
dung that has been dried in the sun to form a 
homemade plaster. 


Still, one village around here, a place people cali Umoja, is 
able to stand out from the rest. Women are in charge a Umoja, 
which was founded about a decade ago, and that is very odd 
in such a partriarchal part of the world. 


"We are always under men,” said Rebecca Lolosoli, who is 
the leader of the three dozen or so women who live in Umoja, 
which means Unity in Swahili. "The men treat us like nothing. 
You are there to give them children. We're like property, and 
we're mistreated”. 
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Umoja traces its origins not so much from political protest, 
however, as to acts of sexual violence against women, reportedly 
by British soldiers. After they were raped, some of the women 
say, they were chased from their homes by their husbands for 
supposedly bringing dishonour to them. Other Umoja women 
split from their husbands for different reasons and found solidarity 
with others experiencing marital woes. 


British military officials are investigating the rape accusations 
against their soldiers, who have used the areas as a military 
training ground for decades. Joseph Kukulet, husband of one of 
the women in Umoja, still remembers his rage when he learned 
from his sobbing wife that she had been raped. Kukulet grabbed 
a knife and prepared to take revenge—against her. She had 
brought shame on the family, he said. She had exposed him to 
sexually transmitted diseases. It was only because friends were 
around to restrain him that she managed to escape with her life. 


His wife joined Umoja, where she and the other women have 
started new lives. They make the elaborate bead necklaces that 
are a trademark among Samburu women and sell them to tourists 
who pass by on their way to school. "We've seen so many 
changes in these women", Ms Lolosoli said. "They're healthier 
and happier. They dress well. They used to have to beg. Now, 
they're the ones giving out food to others". 


Because there is no formal divorce in Samburu culture, the 
husbands sometimes barge into Umoja. If the men grow abusive, 
the women go to the local authorities. 


“Sometimes a man will come in and want to beat his wife," 
said Ms Lolosoli, the chief. “He'll see that the woman's earning 
some money and wearing nice clothes. She'll always teil him to 
go away. You should see his face when she says, ‘f don't need 
you anymore". 


The women do not tell their personal tales to the tourists. If 
anybody asks why there are virtually no men around, which does 
not happen often, the women simply say that the men are out 
taking care of the cows. 


"The women here not saying they don't need men at all," 
said Beatrice, a local schoolteacher who lives in the village after 
splitting up with her husband. "The women are human beings 
and have needs. But the men who come just stay for a short 
` time and then they go. They are boyfriends. That's all. (Marc 
Lacey in New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 18) 


LIBERIA 


a. Transitional parliament adopts election 
Bill: After international pressure and a veto from 
Liberia's interim leader, the transitional parliament 
has finally passed an electoral reform Bill that 
paves the way for polls to take place on schedule 
in October 2005. 


Parliament had already passed the Bill in November, but it 
added an amendment which demanded a national census be 
conducted before the polls. That prompted a threat from the US 
government, the country’s leading donor, to cut off vital aid for 
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Liberia's post-war reconstruction if the transitional authorities 
delayed the date of elections by organising a time-consuming 
census. 


The head of the interim government Gyude Bryant refused 
to sign the Bill and sent it back to parliament. On Dec 74, the 
76member assembly, comprising representatives of the coun- 
trys three former armed groups, political parties and civil society, 
adopted a revised reform Bill. 


This time around, the assembly dropped its census demand, 
which some commentators said would have pushed elections 
back to 2008 from October 2005, the date set in a peace 
agreement signed in August 2003 ending 14 years of war. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Monrovia, Dec 15) 


[Background Info. Liberia, page 1528:a] 


LIBYA 


a. TRIPOLI: Western-friendly Saif el-lslam 
el-Gaddafi emerges Seif el-Islam el-Gaddafi, the 
. son of Col Muammar Gaddafi, was just 
Spotlight 14 in 1986 when American bombs 
destroyed his home and killed his four-year-old 
sister. 


Despite the harsh experience, he has emerged in the past 
few years as the new, Western-friendly face of the country. 


His fingerprints are on almost every major international move 
the country has made since it began its recent rehabilitation, 
from compensating the families of victims of past terrorist attacks 
to abandoning the programme to produce unconventional 
weapons. Most recently he has been preaching democracy ina 
part of the world where strongmen have long been the norm. 


“Democracy is the future,” Gaddafi, 32, said at his Moroc- 
can-style villa outside Tripoli, where he keeps a white tiger, 
Ferddo, among other exotic pets. "We have to be ahead of the 
world in our region, West Asia, and not to be lagging behind, 
because the whole world is heading toward democracy". 


It is unclear how much authority he actually wields. He holds 
no official position in the government led by his father, Colonel 
Muammar el-Gaddafi, and many people dismiss him privately 
as someone able to be outspoken only because he is 
untouchable as his father’s son. 


They also doubt that the son’s bold language will lead to any 
lasting change in a country riddled with cronyism and corruption 
and presided over by powerful security services that silence open 
dissent. 


Earlier in 2004, Libya’s intelligence chiefs, who may have 
been acting with Muammar el-Gaddafi’s approval, were accused 
by two participants of plotting to assassinate the defacto ruler 


‘of Saudi Arabia, Crown Prince Abdullah. 


Yet Libya is changing, and to many young people the young 
Gaddafi represents a hope that the country will become a more 
Western-oriented, open society than the African-focused socialist 
State that his father has shaped in the past 35 years. 
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In many ways he is the opposite of his father: Fluent in 
English and educated in Europe, he dresses in a hip, understated 
style that contrasts sharply with his reclusive father’s flowing 
Bedouin robes. 


Even his closely shaved head is the opposite of his father’s 
unruly bush of hair. 


At times he clearly speaks on behalf on the government. 


But on other occasions, diplomats and Libyan academics 
say, he seems to be pursuing his own agenda, particularly on 
human rights. 


"He can be a force for good," said one Western diplomat, 
who crecits him with pursuing allegations of torture to extract 
confessicns from two Bulgarian nurses convicted earlier of 
infecting Libyan children with HIV. 


some of the policemen involved have been punished. The 
younger Saddafi is now helping to negotiate the release of the 
nurses, who-were sentenced to death. 


But it is when he speaks of political change that people really 
start to wonder whether his words count. 


His father’s conflict with the West has shaped Gaddafi’s life. 
-In 1995, nearly a decade after American bombs killed his sister, 
he says he was "kicked out" of the University of Geneva when 
Switzerlend refused to extend his visa. 


"| escaped to Austria but faced the same fate, and then the 
French refused me, the Canadians, the Australians, almost the 
whole world," he said. "| became very angry". 


Rather than retreat into bitterness, he became determined 
‘to help rehabilitate Libya's image in the West. In 1997, he 
founded the Gaddafi International Association for Charitable 
Organisations and began working to earn his country good will. 


But ihe anger did not disappear. It found outlet in his 
artwork—paintings and collages, one of which incorporates a 
fragment from one of the bombs that destroyed his family's home. 
It is still evident at the edges of his conversation. 


"You forgive but never forget,” he said. 


Seif 2l-lslam, whose name means "sword of Islam," took a 
guest on a tour of the manicured grounds of the estate. 


"He had arrived at the hilltop home, built as a gift to his father 
by King Hassan II of Morroco, behind the wheel of a dark gray 
BMW. It is not a new car. 


It is expensive, because of its armoured body and bulletproof 
glass. (New York Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 16) 


MOROCCO 


a. Journalist assaulted by police; guide de- 
tained: Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has 
condemned the beating of a reporter by police in 
Rabat, Dec 9, and the imprisonment of a guide on 
trumped-up drug charges. 


The intimidation of journalists by means of violence or 
manipulation of the judicial system is totally unacceptable, RSF 
said. 


Lahcen Aouad of the weekly Assahifa Al Ousbouia was 
assaulted by police while covering a march on Parliament by 
unemployed high school graduates demanding their “legitimate 
and legal right to work." 


Aouad was asked repeatedly by police to show his press 
card. According to the journalist, police insulted and threatened 
him in an attempt to get him to leave. 


Finally, while photographing demonstrators being beaten by 
police, he was himself kicked and beaten with batons. Police 
also tried to grab his camera. Aouad received multiple bruises 
on his head and legs and has been told to take three weeks’ 
medical leave. 


RSF called on the authorities to conduct a thorough - 
investigation into the assault to identify and punish those 
responsible as soon as possible. 


in a separate incident, Mohamed Bouhcini was targeted after 
acting as a guide for Chadwane Bensaimia of the weekly 
magazine Te/ Quel during a week-long trip to the central Rif 
mountains to research a story on drug trafficking. 


On December 12, Bensalmia returned to the magazine's 
office in Casablanca while Bouhcini returned to Quezzane (about 
220 km from Casablanca). The same day, he received 
anonymous. calls on his cellular phone threatening him for 
helping Bensalmia. (Reporters Sans Frontieres, Paris, Dec 30) 


MOZAMBIQUE 


a. Retrial.of Anibalzinho ordered: Mozam- 
bique’s Supreme Court has ordered a retrial of 
Anibal dos Santos Junior (Anibalzinho), the man 
who led the death squad that murdered the 
country’s foremost investigative journalist, Carlos 
Cardoso, on November 22, 2000. — 


However, contrary to claims made by some lawyers, this 
does not annul the sentence of 28-years and six months that 
was passed against Anibalzinho, but merely suspends it. Nor 
does it render the original proceedings, in which Anibalzinho 
was tried in absentia, in any way invalid. 


The Supreme Court took its decision because it disagreed 
with the original trial judge, Augusto Paulino, on his interpretation 
of a clause in the Penal Procedural Code concerning retrials of 
accused persons who are absent. 


Anibalizinho was wrongly released from the Maputo top 
security jail on September 1, 2002, and-so was tried in absentia. 


The trial lasted until January 31, 2003. Anibalzinho was 
rearrested by the South African police on January 30, and was 
deported to Maputo just hours after judge Paulino had delivered 
his sentence. At the time, Anibalzinho’s lawyer, Simeao Cuamba, 
requested a retrial, and Paulino turned.the request down. 
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In a dispatch dated February 10, 2003, Paulino argued that 
Cuamba had shown no legal basis for a retrial. He pointed out 
that Anibaizinho had disappeared from prison on the eve of the 
trial, after all appeals had failed. 


Anibalzinho knew full well that he faced trial for crimes that 
carry the maximum prison sentence. But rather than defend 
himself, he decided to flee the country. 


In such cases, Paulino said, the right to a retrial under the 
Penal Procedural Code does not apply - such a right could only 
be exercised by people tried in absentia, if they had never been 
jailed in the first place. (Agencia de Informacao de Mocam- 
bique, Maputo, Dec 18) 

[Background Info. Mozambique, page 1506:a] 

b. Deadline passes, no final election results: 
Mozambique’s National Election Commission (CNE) 
has failed to meet the legal deadline of December 
17 for announcing the national results of the 
general elections held on December 1-2. 


All the 11 provincial constituencies have now declared their 
results (the last to declare was Sofala. Those results have now 
come to Maputo on CD-ROMs, but the CNE is still changing 
them. . 


This is because in every case the provincial election 
commissions (CPEs) were unable to process on their computers 
all the polling station results sheets. 


Many polling stations operated with more than one voters’ 
register. It was quite possible for a station to have three registers 
(one from the 1999 registration of the entire electorate, and one 
from each of the updates in 2003 and 2004). (Agencia de 
informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Dec 17) 

[Background Info. Mozambique, page 1540:a] 

c. Prisoner shot dead: A prisoner at the 
maximum security jail in the Maputo suburb of 
Machava was_shot dead by guards when he was 
trying to escape by climbing over the wall, Noticias 
reported, Dec 14. 


A police source told reporters that David Mafumo was killed, 
and Domingos Alfredo, one of his companions, was slightly 
injured by police bullets in the attempt, while other inmates, who 
also tried to take the chance to escape, were brought under 
control and immediately escorted to their cells. 


The source said that one police officer, whom the prisoners 
had tried take hostage, was injured during his colleagues’ action 
to rescue him. 


The police said that the disturbance broke out when the police 
- ordered the inmates to retum to their cells after their morning 
stroll in the prison courtyard, and the prisoners started shouting 
at and insulting the guards. 


The police also said that attempts at escape were common 
during the festive season, but the authorities said that they were 
doing all in their power to prevent escapes. (Agencia de 
informacao de Mocambique, Maputo, Dec 14) 
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NIGERIA 


a. 16 kidnapped oil workers released: Sixteen 
oil workers, including an expatriate, kidnapped 
offshore Bayelsa State at the weekend, were 
released after three days. 


The development, coupled with Sunday's (Dec 26) massive 
earthquake off the coast of Indonesia, a member of Organisation 
of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), led to crude oil prices 
edging higher, Dec 28. 


The pirates, suspected to belong to Niger Delta Peoples 
Volunteers Force, kidnapped the oil workers on Christmas Day, 
while being transported to an oil facility run by a Shell 
sub-contractor. 


Fifteen of the kidnapped workers, said to be Nigerians, were 
released earlier, while the expatriate, a Croatian, was released, 
Dec 28. 


A Shell spokesman told This Day that the release of the 
workers was facilitated by the intervention of the Bayelsa State 
government. "The hostage incident is now over. The workers 
have been released," he said. (This Day, Lagos, Dec 29) 


RWANDA 


a. Genocide courts to retain controversial 
lists: Rwanda’s semi-traditional courts set up to 
deal with over 90% of its genocide cases will go 
ahead and use controversial court lists of genocide 
suspects, a senior official in the national department 
of Gacaca said, Dec 21. 


The use of the forms described by a leading Gacaca 
monitoring organization as “unacceptable” was first revealed by 


_a Hirondelle News Agency investigation on legal standards in 


Gacaca in September 2004. 


The forms intended to contain lists of suspects of different 
crimes committed during the 1994 genocide have titles that the . 
Netherlands-based Penal Reform International (PRI) said do not 
respect the presumption of innocence of a suspect. The 
organization called on authorities to amend the forms. 


The forms are due to be used when Gacaca courts begin 
work nation-wide early in 2005. Some of the forms have titles 
like; "The people who carried out the killings’, "The list of people 
who led attacks’, and 'The people who set up road blocks’. There 
is no mention on the forms that people listed are ’suspects’. 


They will be used in the pre-trial stage of the hearings. 


"We don’t see anything wrong with these forms", Augustin 
Nkusi, the director of legal services in the department of Gacaca 
said. 


"Gacaca teaches the truth. How then can we tell people to 
describe known criminals as suspects", said Nkusi. "Some of 
these people have even pleaded guilty to committing the killings. 
They are not suspects anymore", he added. 
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Regeérding those that haven’t pleaded guilty, Nkusi said 
the courts would still use the same lists but "judges will treat 
them with due fairness". (Hirondelle News Agency, 
Lausanne, Dec 22) 

[Background Info: Rwanda, page 1507:a] 

b. Insurgents agree to ceasefire: The leaders 
of dissident soldiers in North Kivu Province in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DR) have agreed 
to a ceasefire following more than a week of fighting 
that has displaced tens of thousands of civilians. 


"We are in the midst of talking with three insurgent leaders," 
Marini Bodho, president of the Congolese Senate in Kinshasa 
said, Dec 21, from the North Kivu provincial capital, Goma. 


He was in Goma as head of a delegation of government 
ministers and parliamentarians to help end the fighting. 


Bodho said the dissident leaders agreed to travel to Goma 
with Eugene Serufuli, the governor of North Kivu, and Gen 
Gabriel Amisi, the new army commander of North Kivu's 8th 
Military Region, where they were negotiating an end to the 
conflict. They travelled together from the conflict zone at 
Kanyabeyonga, a town 150 km north of Goma. |: 


Recently, the dissident soldiers pushed the 126th brigade of 
the army's 8th Military Region out of Kanyabayonga and, then 
the dissidents had taken the nearby towns of Kayna and Kirumba. 


The UN mission in the DR, known as MONUC, confirmed 
that the dissident troops had advanced on the towns and were 
mainly Congolese Tutsi, who had previously been members of 
the rebe. Rassemblement democratique du Congo (RCD-Goma). 


MONUC also said other troops had entered the Congo 
following a threat on November 23 by Rwandan President Paul 
Kagame that his forces would cross the border to disarm 
Rwandan Hutu rebels based in eastern DR. Many of the Hutu 
rebels had taken part in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda.and, Kigali 
charged were again preparing to attack Rwanda. (UN Inte- 
grated Regional Information Networks, Kinshasa, Dec 21) 


SOMALIA 


a. 110 killed by tsunami in Somalia: An 
estimated 110 people were killed in Somalia when 
the tsunami triggered by an earthquake in the Indian 
Ocean struck the Horn of Africa coastline, relief 
workers and local authorities said. 


About 10,000 affected people were in need of immediate 
assistance, especially on the small low-lying peninsula of Hafun 
in northern Somalia where up to 85 per cent of the infrastructure 
was damaged. Some 22 boats were missing as well. 


The newly created Somali government and authorities in the 
self-declared, autonomous northeastern region of Puntland 
appealed for international relief assistance, Dec 28, the UN Office 
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said. 


There were ‘reports of more displaced people in Bander 
Beyla, Eaargaal and Eyl, it added. OCHA, which was coordinat- 
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ing efforts to assist those affected, said that the most urgent 
needs included food, medicine, shelter materials, cooking 
utensils and clothes. The UN World Food Programme (WFP) 
said it was due to start distributing food aid, Dec 29, to an 
estimated 2,000 people in Hafun. 


Some 31 mt of food was being transported by road from the 
Gulf of Aden port town of Bosasso to Hafun, WFP spokeswoman, 
Laura Melo, said. 


However, she added that the road from Bosasso to Hafun 
was in "very bad shape", making the journey to the affected area 
slow. 


"Hafun is the only place where we know about the situation," 
Melo said, adding that the UN was planning an aerial assessment 
to make an inventory of all the areas affected along Somalia's 
coast. 


The interim Prime Minister of Somalia, Ali Muhammad Gedi, 
told reporters in Nairobi he would lead a delegation of Somali 
MPs, government officials and NGOs to assess the damage 
caused by the waves "in the next few days". A disaster committee 
composed of Somali officials was also being formed. (UN 
Integrated Regional Information Networks, Nairobi, Dec 29) 


SOUTH AFRICA 


a. Survivors of tsunami to arrive home: About 
65 South Africans who survived the Tsunami, or the 
gigantic or deadly waves that ravaged Southeast 
Asia will arrive in Johannesburg, Dec 29, after a 
chartered plane flew there to rescue them from a 
devastating natural disaster. 


Foreign Affairs Department also confirmed that four bodies 
of South Africans who died in Thailand, one of the countries hit 
by the tsunami would also be returned home in the chartered 
plane. 


The planeload left for Phuket, Thailand, Dec 28, with 
paramedics, home affairs and foreign affairs officials, doctors. 
Foreign Affairs spokesperson Ronnie Mamoepa said those 
returning were sick and injured women and children who could 
not travel on their own. 


The Department of Home Affairs has already establisned an 
office at the Johannesburg International Airport to assist those 
returning who may have lost their identity documents and/or 
passports during the disaster in South East Asia. 


As the first group of South Africans return home, Dec 29, a 
foreign affairs operational centre has got an indication of the 
number of South Africans who were holidaying in South Asia at 
the time. 


The giant earthquake hit Indonesia leaving devastation, 
triggering tidal waves that battered shores of Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
india, Indonesia, the Maldives, Myanmar and Malaysia. 


The waves that could also be felt in Kenya and Somalia had 
claimed more than 165,000 lives by Dec 28and the death toil is 
expected to rise even higher. (BuaNews, Pretoria, Dec 29) 
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SUDAN 


a. UN agency suspends food convoys to 
Darfur: About 260,000 people in Sudan's strife-torn 
Darfur region will miss their food ration because the 
United Nations’ World Food Programme (WFP) has 
been forced to suspend its relief convoys after 
rebels, Dec 27, launched a major attack on a nearby 
town and government forces retaliated. 


The UN's top envoy to Sudan also said he was alarmed by 
reports that Darfur rebels have recently stolen WFP trucks loaded 
with aid and may now be using some for military purposes. WFP 
halted three convoys of 70 trucks carrying more than 1.3 million 
tons of food aid destined for the provincial capitals of North Darfur 
(El Fasher} and South Darfur (Nyala) after members of the rebel 
Sudan Liberation Army (SLA) launched a major attack, Dec 27, 
on the market town of Ghubaysh in neighbouring West Kordofan. 


The attack on Ghubaysh, which prompted retaliation from 
Sudanese government forces, follows a series of clashes within 
Darfur between Khartoum, allied militias and the rebel groups 
since they agreed to a ceasefire earlier in December. WFP said 
the latest attack means the agency and non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) are effectively blocked from having 
overland access between central Sudan and Darfur. Road 
deliveries are crucial in the distribution of food aid to the region. 


More than 1.85 million people have either been internally 
displaced or fled to Chad as refugees since rebels took up erms 
against the Government at the start of 2003. Tens of thousands 
of villagers have-been killed or died from starvation or disease. 
(UN News Service, New York, Dec 28) 


[Background Info. Sudan, page 1543] 


b. Bush signs Sudan sanctions Bill: US 
President George W Bush has signed a $300-million 
Bill promoting peace and providing aid for refugees 
in Sudan, while punishing the Government for failing 
to stop atrocities there. 


The Sudan Act aims to respond to the conflict in Darfur, 


providing support for the deployment of additional African Union - 


forces to the region. 


The Bill also slaps sanctions on the Government of Sudan 
for its failure to intervene to stop the atrocities in Darfur, imposing 
an asset freeze on senior Sudanese officials and calling for a 
travel ban for those officials. 


The legislation also authorises $100 million as an incentive 
for the warring parties to reach a final and comprehensive eae 
agreement. (Hindu, New Delhi, Dec 26) 


UGANDA 


a. Barclays signs deal with Enterprise 
Uganda: Barclays Bank has signed a partnership 
with Enterprise Uganda to boost Small and Medium 
Scale Enterprises (SMEs). 
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The deal was signed between the Barclays’ head of Retail 
Performance, Ms Vivian Igundura and the Executive Director of 
Enterprise Uganda, Charles Ocici, during a ceremony at Barclays 
Bank premises, Dec 22. 


Enterprise Uganda Is an institution designed to support the 
government of Uganda in realising its objective of promoting the 
development of SMEs to become the main vehicle for expanding 
production, providing sustainable jobs and enhancing economic 
growth. The institution was established under a framework of 
the United Nations Development Programme Enterprise Africa 
regional! initiative. 


igundura said the agreement aims at enabling SME clients 
of Barclays Bank to acquire business skills and knowledge from 
Enterprise Uganda at a subsidised cost. "We want our clients 
to access expertise of running businesses more effectively from 
enterprise Uganda at a discounted price," she said. 


She said about 600 clients would benefit from the first lot of 
SMEs who are to undergo training. 


Ocici said the partnership represents a major break from the 
past when the private sector labelled accusations on bankers 
that they had no interest in business development other than 
taking deposits yet refusing to grant affordable credits to would 
be borrowers. (Monitor, Kampala, Dec 24) 


ZAMBIA 


a. Govt, European Commission sign K12.4 
billion grant: The European Commission (EC) and 
the Zambian Government have signed a financing 
agreement involving a grant of about K12.4 billion 
for the promotion of conservation farming and crop 
diversity. 

Finance and National Planning Minister, Ng'andu Magande 
who signed on behalf of the Zambian Government, said in 
Lusaka, Dec 30, the project would be implemented under the 
Conservation Farming Unit, a non-governmental organisation 
and the Zambia National Farmers Union (ZNFU). 


Magande said the conservation farming unit had since 1996 
promoted conservation farming which had significantly contrib- 
uted to sustainable increased yields in many rural communities 
in the country. 


The minister said an estimated 15, 000 small-scale farmers 
to date had adopted some of the unit’s recommended practices 
and hoped that the numbers would increase further with the EC's 
intervention so that more households in rural areas were given 
an opportunity to come out of poverty. 


From the grant, about 32 per cent will go towards the 
pravision of food security packs, 14 per cent towards meeting 
costs of the pilot scheme and another 14 per cent towards 
meeting expenditures related to the provision of capital equip- 
ment under the project. About six per cent will go towards legume 
crops production while the remainder will cover the ZNFU 
monitoring costs, training and technical inputs, monitoring and 
evaluation and\auditing. 
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"This project fits within our national priority programmes as 
it aims at reducing poverty among rural communities especially 
those in drought prone regions of the Central, Eastern and 
Southern provinces," Magande said. (Times of Zambia, Ndola, 
Dec 31) 


b. President slams police brutality: President 
Mwanawasa, Dec 21, condemned the police for 
_ beating and harassing journalists and hoped that 
such action would not be repeated. 


Mwarawasa said he was not pleased with the pictures he 
saw, Dec 20, where some journalists sustained serious bruises, 
and urged the two parties to ensure that in future such 
occurrences were avoided. He was speaking at the Lusaka 
Internaticnal Airport, Dec 21, before departure for Mfuwe where 
he would make a short break. 


The President, however, said it was not only the police who 
were at fault as reports he received indicated that some 
journalists were hurling insults resulting in the clash. "Both police 
and journalists have learnt a lesson. In future the two parties 
should know each other. | did not like what |! saw although | 
understand that there were insults. | also hope that this will not 
repeat itself,” he said. 


When asked about calls by the public for the Inspector-Gen- 
eral of Police Zunga Siakalima to resign for the unprofessional 
conduct by police, Mwanawasa said it was not only the police 
who were at fault. 


He thanked the people of Zambia for not participating in the 
demonstration, saying Zambia's 40 years of peace should not 
be taken for granted. 


"| am against violent demonstrations. | have said before that 
| have na objection to people demonstrating peacefully. But you 
know when dealing with a big crowd, you have no guarantee 
that there will be no violence,” he said. 


He further explained that he did not contradict himself on the 
demonstration because the Post newspaper had quoted him 
correctly that he had no problems as long as they were peaceful. 
(Times cf Zambia, Ndola, Dec 22) 


ZIMBABWE 


a. Spy probe marks new leadership scandal: 
ZimbaEwe prosecutors have charged four men, 
including top figures from President Robert 
Mugabe’s party, with selling state secrets to foreign 
agents. 


State prosecutors confirmed, Dec 30, that businessman 
Philip Criyangwa -- a senior member of the ZANU-PF party -- 
had beer charged under the Official Secrets Act and said a court 
would rue, Dec 31, on whether the case should proceed. 


The Xerald newspaper also reported the arrest on similar 
` charges of Zimbabwe's new ambassador to neighbouring 
Mozamb:que Godfrey Dzvairo, ZANU-PF external affairs director 
Itai Marchi and Tendai Matambanadzo, an. “official at a local 
commercial bank. f 
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The Herald said it had no further information on the charges 
against what it called the "spy ring”, although it said they could 
face jail terms of up to 20 years if convicted under certain 
sections of the official secrets Act. 


The Herald report broke official silence on the case, which 
had been reported nearly two weeks ago by the private media. 


State prosecutor Brian Vito told journalists that a Harare 
magistrate would rule, Dec 31, on an application by Chiyangwa’s 
lawyers to have the charges against him dropped. (East African 
Standard, Nairobi, Dec 30) 


b. MP Paradza arrested: Zanu-PF Member of 
Parliament for Makonde Kindness Paradza was 
arrested, Dec 27, on charges of inciting public 
violence, becoming the second legislator after 
Phone Madiro to be arrested on the same charges. 


Police reports indicate that the legislator—who is in custody 
at Chinhoyi Police Station—was picked up following a spate of 
intra-party political violence in Makonde District since Christmas 
Day. The skirmishes involved youths backing Paradza and those 
aligned to Leo Mugabe, who are both vying to represent 
Zanu-PF in Makonde in. general elections scheduled for March. 


It is alleged that on Christmas Day, several youths supporting 
the Makonde MP arrived at Hombwe Shopping Centre in the 
Zumbara area wearing Paradza’s campaign T-shirts and 
clashed with those loyal to his challenger, Leo Mugabe. 
Paradza’s youths were outnumbered and were subsequently 
severely beaten up. A report was made to police and a number 
of the youths belonging to Leo Mugabe’s camp were alresied 
and charged. 


It is alleged that on Boxing Day, Paradza regrouped and 
organised youths in his camp to strike back. Paradza’s youths 
went about identifying youths aligned to Leo Mugabe and beating 
them up. 


Police reiterated, Dec 27, that they would come down hard 
on any elements bent on causing violence ahead of the polls. 
“The police will not tolerate any form of intra-party violence and 
any person recruiting youths to perpetrate violence,” said acting 
police chief spokesman Superintendent Oliver Mandipaka. "This 
is a warning to youths to desist from engaging in any form of 
political violence or to be used to perpetrate such acts," he said. 
(Herald, Harare, Dec 28) 


REGIONAL 


a. DAKAR (Senegal): Stunning record of child 
welfare in Africa: They stand at my taxi window, 
skinny and unwashed, holding up empty tomato tin 
cans. They scratch their scabby arms. They wipe 
their running noses. Listlessly,-they recite verses 
from the Koran. More often they dispense with the 
formalities and beg. 


These are the talibes, or beggar boys, of Senagal, dispatched 
onto the streets by religious leders, called marabouts, and 
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ordered to collect a daily quota ranging from 250 francs to 650 
francs (50 cents to $1.30). If they fail, they face a beating. 


UNICEF reported in December 2004 that half the world's 
children, a billion people, face extreme deprivation. But there are 
degrees of misery among the miserable, and the talibes are a 
troubling reminder that West and Central Africa can be an 
appalling place to a child. 


Of the 27 countries with the worst child mortality rates, 26 
are in a Africa, most of this part of Africa. AIDS had orphaned 
them, poverty has driven parents to sell them as cheap labour. 
And everywhere, warlords turn them into soldiers. 


Richard Maki, whom I hired as a translator in eastern Congo 
because he spoke four languages by the age of 18, lost his 
chance for a college education. The cattle his father had set 
aside for his tuition were stolen when rival militias battled for 
control of his hometown. 


Girls never go to school because their mothers rely on them 
to fetch water and firewood, one reason girls’ education rates in 
sub-Saharan Africa remain the lowest in the world. 


In the roughly 40 years since these countries freed 
themselves from Europe's colonial rule, the plight of children in 
Africa has only grown worse. 


in the 20 countries of sub-Saharan Africa, the average citizen 
is poorer than she was a decade ago, according to the United 
Nations Human Development Index. In 11 countries in the same 
region, more people go hungry today than they did 10 years ago. 


What has gone wrong? Students and leaders of Africa point 
to a mixture of man-made disasters, from unscrupulous rulers 
to international economic policies, including American and 
European trade barriers, and an unrelenting cycle of conflict. 


The last, says Kayode Fayemi, the director of the Nigeria- 
based Centre for Development and Democracy, has at least had 
the unintended virtue of forcing many African leaders to pay 
some attention to their countries’ children. Poor and restive youth 
can be a ruler’s worst nightmare, as the child soldiers of Sierra 
Leone and Liberia amply illustrate. 


The statistics associated with child welfare in Africa are 
stunning. 


In the Democratic Republic of Congo, 3.8 million people have 
died as a result of a war that began six years ago, according to 
an annual study by the International Rescue Committee, a charity 
based in New York. Nearly half of them were children under 5, 
most of whom fell victim to malnutrition and other preventable 
diseases. 


In Sierra Leone, where a decade-long war ended in 2002, 
three of 10 children will die before their fifth birthday, according 
to the UNICEF report. 


s 
to’ 
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In Nigeria, the world's sixth largest oil exporter, fewer 
children—just 13 per cent in 2003—were immunized against 
chronic childhood diseases than in 1990. Nigeria also famously 
put polio back on the map, when Islamist politicians in the north, 
encouraged on by their clerical allies, accused the West of 
plotting to sterilize their children with polio vaccinations. 


Even well-meaning governments in the region, and there are 
some, are stymied in their ability to invest in their own people. 
Take Mali, which is almost entirely dependent on cotton exports. 
In 2001 alone, American trade barriers, along with a fluctuation 
in world cotton prices, cost the country the equivalent of three 
years of education spending, according to research by Oxfam, 
the humanitarian agency. School enrollment rates in Mali are 
among the lowest worldwide. 


Charity, in other words, will hardly be sufficient to help the 
children of sub-Saharan Africa. (Somini Sengupta in New York 
Times/Asian Age, New Delhi, Dec 18) 


INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 


a. Deadlock on trade agreement: The US trade 
envoy met ministers from five southern African 
countries to negotiate on free-trade agreement in 
sub-Saharan Africa. 





The talks, which began in South Africa in June 2003, have 
stalled over a number of issues, including labour, the environ- 
ment and intellectual property rights. Members of the Southern 
African Customs Union—Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, South 
Africa and Swaziland—argue that many of these issues should 
be dealt with through other forums and want a more limited deal 
than that proposed by the United States. 


South African Trade and Industry Minister Mandisi Mpahlwa, 
who led the SACU delegation, described the three-and-a-half- 
hour meeting, Dec 10, in the Namibian port of Walvis Bay as 
difficult. “There is further work that needs to be done to take this 
process forward," he said without elaborating. 


Although he could not spell out the US-SACU Free Trade 
Agreement differences, SACU sources have said that "the US 
was not at the same level of trade negotiation ambitions". To 
conclude an agreement on US terms would have profound 
negative implications for SACU’s broad development policy. 


"A key question is whether our political systems could 
accommodate such an agreement," said the source. (New Era, 
Windhoek, Dec 15) 


Printed and published by C P Chacko on behalf of Asian News Chroniclers. Printed at Ashish Printers & Publication (P) Ltd, 1810/4, Kotla 
ihi-1 10 017 (india). Annual subscription: india Rs. 800/7- 


ements, New Delhi-110003; and Hele from A-21, Press Enclave, nicer 


Web: www.asiannewsdigest.com 
Managing Editor: C P Chacko 








African Chronicle 
Annual Index, 2004 
January 1 to December 31, 2004 


This is the Annual Index of African Chronicle, covering issues numbering 1 to 26. The 
computerised index has been compiled on the dictionary method and arranged 
alphabetically. Under the country heading, there are several sub-heads, such as 
Agriculture, Business, Defence, Development, Economy, Energy, Environment, 
Finance, Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade, Government, Human Rights, Judiciary and 
so on. In addition, there are special headings, namely Regional, International, 
International Meetings, Documents, Analysis etc. There are multiple cross-references 
to facilitate easy access to news-items. For further details, see inside covers of the annual 





binder. 
3 
Issued with January 15— 28, 2005 Vol VI. No. 2 
A Three dalies fail to appear 1429:AGR:A 
JUDICIARY Two more journalists charged 1381:AGR:A 
ALGERIA Scribe sentenced to 3 months in prison 
f 1429:AGR:A ANALYSI S 
DISASTERS MEDIA A vote for democracy in S Africa 1367:ANA: 
13 killed, 74 injured in blast at refinery Al-Jazeera's activities suspended ei ts aa Ene laa 
Campaign against independent media 1296:ANA: ; 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS launched in mosques 1285:AGR:A Mbecki's call for an African Renaissance 
Editor sentenced to two months in prison 1464:ANA: À 
1393:AGR-A War ravages westem Sudan as peace nears 
France Imprisoned journalist in second week of MNE SOUIN ene BA 
Muslim cleric deported from France hunger strike 1441:AGR:A Word watched silently as one milion 
1345:AGRA Journalist's release welcomed 1525:AGR:A ee Wore Oo TOSPANA: 
Managing editor of Le Matin sentenced to Zimbabwe's pale system teeters néal 
GOVERNMENT two years in prison 1381:AGR:A collapse 1284:ANA: 
Landslide wn for Bouteflika 1333:AGR:A Scribe sentenced to 3 months in prison 
Lawmakers ask President Bouteflika to quit 1429:AGR:A 


Stop harassing editor, says RSF 1537:AGR:A 


1249:AGR.A 





Supplement to African Chronicle—Iissued with Vol VI No.2, January 15—28, 2005 i 


2004 


ANGOLA 


OREIGN AFFAIRS 
rongo 
Over 5,000 illegal foreigners leave 
Cabinda 1357:-ANG:A 


Jan. Rep. of Congo 

39,000 refugees return from Congo (DR) 
1393:ANG:A 

Govemment approves memorandum on oll 
exploration with DRC 1453:ANG:A 

Lack of transport delays resettiement of 
refugees 1465:ANG:B 

More than 200 refugees arrive in Luanda 
1441:ANG:A 

Over 5,000 iliegal foreigners leave 
Cabinda 1357:ANG:A 


Vamibia 
108 Refugees return from Namibia 
1465:ANG:B 
Trade pact with Namibia signed 1309:ANG:B 
UN Agency airlifts 100 Angolan refugees 
back home from Namibia 1465:ANG:B 


si Lanka 
Angola, Sri Lanka sign accord on 
diplomatic ties 1285:ANG:B 


Jnited Nations 
108 Refugees return from Namibia! 
1465:ANG:B 
UN Agency airlifts 100 Angolan refugees 
back home from Namibia 1465:ANG:B 


Zambia 
About 30,000 refugees retum 1417:ANG:B 


“OREIGN AID 


World Bank to give US$57 million of Social 
Aid Fund 1466:ANG:F 


SOVERNMENT 

About 90,000 refugees to retum home 
1501:ANG:A 

Angola Adopts African Declaration on 
Land-Mines 1465:ANG:A 

Education cooperation accord with Sao Tome 
signed 1537:ANG:A 

Foreign minister attends ministerial 
meeting 1466:ANG:E 

Govemment approves memorandum on oil 
exploration with DRC 1463:ANG:A 

Government calls on society to discuss 
Land Bil 1285:ANG:A 

Lack of transport delays resettiement of 


ANNUAL INDEX 


refugees 1465:ANG:B 

Minister commits suicide 1417:ANG:C 

Missing oil billions unexplained 
1261:ANG:B 

More than 200 refugees arrive in Luanda 
1441:ANG:A 

New constitution draft presented 
1261:ANG:A 

Over 141,000 refugees retum home 
1405:ANG:A 

Over 2,000 UNITA militants join MPLA 
1513:ANG:A 

Over 20,000 displaced persons retum to 
Caljandula 1369:ANG:B 

Over 400 explosive devices destroyed in 
Kuando-Kubanco 1465:ANG:A 

Over 5,000 illegal foreigners leave 
Cabinda 1357:ANG:A 

Parliament approves budget 1549:ANG:A 

Parliament passes Bill on Territory, urban 
regulation 1309:ANG:A 

Parliament passes law on freedom of 
conscience, worship, religion 1369:ANG:A 

Parliamentary cooperation accord signed 
with Sao Tome 1297:ANG:A 

Prime Minister pays homage to Kuito’s 
martyrs 1465:ANG:C 

Protocol on demining signed 1381:ANG:A 

UN Agency airlifts 100 Angolan refugees 
back home from Namibia 1465:ANG:B 

Women want law against gender violence 
1465:ANG:D 

‘Situation in border under contro!’ 
A417:ANG:A 


HEALTH 
Over a million chiidren vaccinated against 
polio 1417:ANG:D 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

Army clampdown on illegal diamond 
traffickers 1249:ANG:A 

Expulsion of illegal miners resumed 
1429:ANG:A 

More foreign diamond seekers detained 
1333:ANG:A 

Over 600 foreign diamond seekers detained 
1321:ANG:A 

‘Situation in border under control’ 
1417:ANG:A 


MEDIA 


Journalists’ union mourns death of writer 
1321:ANG:B 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
MPLA presents political agenda for 2004 
1273:ANG:A 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY - 
First heart surgery by lain 
1525:ANG:A 


h 


“ty 


B 
BENIN 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Mozambique 


Cooperation agreement with Mozambique 
1417:BNN:A 


Nigeria 
Nigeria's request rejected 1333:8NN:A 
Nigerian firm clinches Benin oil deal 
1537:BNN:A 


FOREIGN AID 
US$45 million WB credit for electricity 
sector 1405:BNN:A 
US$50'm IDA aid for development project 
1489:BNN:B 


GOVERNMENT 
Government tries judges for corruption 
1273:BNN:A 
Nigeria's request rejected 1333:BNN:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

2 suspected human traffickers nabbed 
1429:BNN:A 

Customs police intercept 27 children being 
smuggled out to work abroad 1418:BNN:B 

Police rescue Togolese girls smuggled in 
to work as servants 1405:BNN:B 

Strike for higher pay shuts down country 
1489:BNN:A 


MEDIA 


CPJ condemns journalist's imprisonment 
1309:BNN:A 
Journalists face retrial 1441:BNN:A, 


BOTSWANA 


BUSINESS 
Diamond shortfall to hit revenue 
1993:BTW:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
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Zimbabwe 


Zimbabweans flogged in Botswana 1261:BTW:A 


fd 
GOVERNMENT = 
Following a leader called ‘Woman’-the 
first woman paramount chief 1549:BTW:A 
General Election on October 30 1466:BTW:A 
Mogae swam in 1501:BTW:A 


MPs oppose BTA amendment Bill 1525:BTW:A 


President Mogae faces three challengers 
1477:BT NA 

President under fire 1453:BTW:A 

Regional coservers hail elections 
1501:BT WA 


JUDICIARY 
Court reserves judgment in extradition 
case 14035:;BTW:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Striking m:ners vow to stay put 1441:BTW:A 


MEDIA 


Newspaper pioneer wins press freedom award 


1453:BTW:B - 


RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 


Group plans court action against Dutch 
Reformed Church 1477:8TW:B 


BURKINA FASO (UPP. 
VOLTA) 


DEVELOPMENT . 
4,000 borewells for arid rural areas 
1309:BKF:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Mauritania 
Quagadougou denies Involvement in 
Mauritania coup plot 1453:BKF:A 


FOREIGN AID 
Donors pledge $2 billion for anti-poverty 
efforts 1309:BKF:C 


GOVERNMENT 

13 army officers on trial for plotting 
Coup 1321:BKF:A 

Army major arrested in connection with 
September coup plot 1249:BKF:A 

Coup plotter jailed for 10 years 
1333:BEF:A 

Defence minister sacked for coup attempt 


ANNUAL INDEX 


1262:BKF:A 
Electoral code changed ahead of 
presidential poll 1345:BKF:A 
Ouagadougou denies Involvement in 
Mauritania coup plot 1453:BKF:A 


HEALTH 


Government confirms yellow fever outbreak 
1357:BKF:A 

Meningitis kills more than 400 people 
1309:BKF:B 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Lawyer named UN human rights expert for 
Congo (DR) 1418:8KF:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Ethnic clashes kill eight in east 
1406:BKF:A 


MEDIA 


Arbitrary arrest of journalist condemned 
1513:BKF:A 


BURUNDI 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 
Fighting displaces 10,000 civilians 
1250:BRD:A 


DISASTERS 


Torrential rains displace thousands in 
Bubanza 1310:BRD:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Dem. Rep. of Congo 
Refugee inflow rises to 31,000 1993:BRD:A 


Nepal 
First Nepalese peacekeepers arrive 
1430:BRD:A 


Tanzania 
Thousands retum home trom Tanzania 
1357:BRD:B 


United Nations ! 
9,775 fighters repatriated, says MONUC 
1310:;BRD:A 
Arusha summit condemns Burundi killings 
1442:BRD:A 
Security Council approves peacekeeping 
operation 1369:BRD:A 
UN begins preparations for peacekeeping 


mission 1321:BRD:A 

UN food relief agency helping Congolese 
refugees to flee 1394:BRD:A 

UN mission extends condolence to family of 
murdered staffer 1477:BRD:A 

UN mission takes over from AU force 
1369:BRD:A l 

UN mission to speed up ceasefire talks 
with FNL 1406:BAD:A 

LIN peacekeepers suspended for sexual 
misconduct 1549:BRD:A 

UN probe points to foreign rebels behind 
Burundi massacre 1454:BRD:A 

WFP feeds thousands of new refugees from 
DRC in Burundi 1381:BRD:A 


FOREIGN AID 


‘World Bank approves $84 m project 
1310:BRD:A 


GOVERNMENT 

9,775 fighters repatriated, says MONUC 
1310:BRD:A 

Burundi threatened by food shortage 
1394:BRD-:A 

Effort to arrest rebel ‘terrorists’ in 
Europe 1454:BRD:A 

President appoints members of Joint 
Military Command 1250:BRD:B 

President appoints new deputy 1513:BRD:A 

President Ndayizeye sacks his deputy 
1513:BRD:A 

Rebei group boycotts transitional govt 

- 1357:BRD:A 

Transitional goverment to be extended 

1489:BRD:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


13 killed, thousands displaced in 
amy-rebel clash 1310:BRD:A 

Armed men kill 153 in Burundi refugee camp 
1442:BRD-A 

Gendarmes arrest teachers’ union leaders 
1297:BRD:A 

Massacre survivors fear retuming to 
Burundi 1466:BRD:A 

More prisoners join strike by detained 
soldiers 1418:BRD:A 

Rbels’ claim 1442:BRD:A 

SANDF monitoring case of jailed member in 
Burundi 1477:BRD:B 

Thousands displaced in Bujumbura 
1297:BRD:C 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
Rebel Leader ends 39-year exile 1297:BRD:B 


C 
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CAMEROON 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Nigeria 
Border agreement makes progress after 
talks with Annan 1273:CMR:A 
Leaders agree to reinforce ICJ verdict 
1273:CMR:A 
Police to hand over fleeing Taliban 
members to police 1478:CMR:B 


GOVERNMENT 


Aid pact to fight AIDS 1430:CMR:A 

Border agreement makes progress after 
talks with Annan 1273:CMR:A 

Cabinet reshuffled 1537:CMR:A 

inquiry into newspaper report on poor 
quality of vaccine 1285:CMR:A 

Leaders agree to reinforce ICJ verdict 
1273:CMR:A 

Presidential election lacked credibility, 
say Commonwealth observers 1490:CMR:A 


HEALTH 
Aid pact to fight AIDS 1430:CMR:A 


JUDICIARY 


Supreme Court ruling on poil petitions 
1478:CMR:A 


MEDIA 


BBC joumalist released 1418:CMR:A 

CPJ protests journalist’s continued 
imprisonment 1537:CMR:B 

Newspaper publishers decry Anglophone 
marginalisation 1550:CMR:A 


CAPE VERDE ISLANDS 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Nigeria 
Nigeria initiates air link with Cape Verde 
1345:CVI:A 


CENTRAL AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC 


ELECTIONS 
Elections postponed 1538:CAR:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


European Union 
EU aid-for elections 1310:CAR:A 


United Nations 


UN launches election ‘awareness campaign’ 
1442:CAR‘A 


FOREIGN AID 


IMF approves US$8.2 million in emergency 
assistance 1419:CAR:A 


GOVERNMENT 

4 wounded as police fire on cheering crowd 
1250:CAR:A 

Bangui needs US $13.5 million for 
disarmament programme 1273:CAR:A 

Bozize appoints electoral team 1369:CAR:A 

Electoral calender released 1262:CAR:A 

National education action plan endorsed 
1345:CAR;A 

Parliament passes law abolishing prison 
terms for journalists 1525:CAR:A 

President dismisses ministers, appoints 
new ones 1454:CAR:A 


Referendum postponed till Dec 5 1914:CAR:A 


UN-backed workshops facilitate upcoming 
elections 1419:CAR:B 
Voter registration begins 1490:CAR:A 


HEALTH 
Boost for anti-malaria efforts in remote 
province 1466:CAR:A 
Cost-sharing AIDS drug programme Jaunched 
1443:CAR:B 
Hepatitis E outbreak in capital 1394:CAR:A 


MEDIA 


CPJ condemns defamation charges 1406:CAR:A 


CPJ demands release of imprisoned 
journalist 1334:CAR:A 

Journalist arrested, house searched 
1370:CAR:B 

Journalist gets suspended prison sentence 
for libel 1430:CAR:A 

Journalist imprisoned 1297:CAR:A 

Joumalist released from prison 1358:CAR:A 

Journalist sentenced to six months in jail 
1311:CAR:B 

Parliament passes law abolishing prison 
terms for joumalists 1525:CAR:A 

Two journalists granted provisional 
release 1334:CAR‘A 


CHAD 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Sudan 
Cross-border conflict escalates 1311:CHD:A 
New camps for refugees fleeing Sudan 
1285:CHD:A 
Over 106,000 Sudanese refugees moved to 
camps 1394:CHD:A 
Over 20,000 Sudanese refugees relocated 
1921:CHD:A 
Rains interrupt refugee transfers from 
Darfur 1370:CHD:C 
Sudanese refugees move into Chad, Uganda 
1358:CHD:A 
Sudanese refugees still crossing into 
Chad, says UN 1358;CHD:A 
UN seeks $183 million for Darfur refugees 
1550:CHD:A 


United Nations 
New camps for refugees fleeing Sudan 
1285:CHD:A 
UN envoy seeks $4.3m emergency aid for 
refugees 1250:CHD:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Darfur forces President Deby onto 
political tightrope 1478:CHD:A 
Independent radio station closed 
1286:CHD:B 
Water shortage in refugee camp 1478:CHD:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Army mutineers surrender 1370:CHD:A 

Ethnic clash in south kills 12, wounds 16 
1501:CHD:A 

Sudan bombs town, 3 killed 1274:CHD:A 


MEDIA 


independent radio station closed 
1286:CHD:B 
Police raid newspaper's offices 1370:CHD:B 


COMORO ISLANDS 


a 


GOVERNMENT 


A Plaque of presidents 1358:CRS:A 

High hopes for peace deal 1251:CRS:A 

President Assoumani suffers setback in 
National Assembly poll 1346:CRS:A 

President defeated in polls 1334:CRS:A 

Teachers strike over non-payment of 
salaries 1394:CRS:A 
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CONGO \ South Africa 25,000 displaced in Kivu fighting 
DEVELOPMENT Kinshasa, Pretoria sign bilateral accord 1346:DRAC:A 


Heritage Oil starts drilling in Congo 
1514:CGB:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 
Measles epidemic claims six lives 
1286:CGB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Dem. Rep. of Congo 
Congo coup leader extradited to Kinshasa 
1407:CGB:A 


France 
French ccurt frees police chief 1322:CGB:A 


GOVERNMENT 


Accord sijzned for safe passage of rail 
traffic in pool 1298:CGB:A 
Congo ccup leader extradited to Kinshasa 
1407:CGB:A 
Crackdown on crime extended by six months 
. 1311:CEB:B 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


Women raise their voice against violence 
1526:CGB:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


NGO helps educate 737 Pygmy children in 
Lekourrou 1311:CGB:A 


CONGO (DR) 


CIVIL. WAR / INSURGENCY 
600 rebe:s to surrender 1251:DRC:B 


DISASTERS 


45 fearec dead as boat capsizes 1274:DRC:B 

Sleeping sickness outbreak in Katende, 

_ Kasai 1312:DRC:B 

Uranium mine must stay closed, says UN 
team 1£14:DRC:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


india 


india, Pakistan to provide more troops 
1479:DRC:B 


Pakistan 


India, Pakistan to provide more troops 
1479:0RC:B 


1262:DRC:A 


United Nations 

Annan hails release of detained UN 
peacekeeper 1455:DRC:A 

Mandate of UN mission in Congo (DR) 
expanded 1479:DRC:A 

UN agency’s concern over plight of 
expelled diamond miners 1347:DRC:C 

UN mission blames militia leader for gross 
rights violations 1262:DRC:B 

UN Security Council reaffirms arms embargo 
in new resolution 1419:DRC:A 

UN welcomes security agreement 1501:DRC:A 


zambia 


Refugees arrive in Zambia after fresh 
Cashes 1311:DRC:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Annan hails release of detained UN 
peacekeeper 1455:DRC:A 

Armed groups sign peace agreement 
1359:DRC:A 

Ceasefire agreement signed, broken in 
Bukavu 1370:DRC:A 

Disarmament programme launched in Ituri 
1455:DRC:A . 

Government warns media, imprisons 
joumalists 1382:DRC:A 

ICC prosecutor receives Kabila letter on 

' war cimes 1334:DRC:B 

ICC signs cooperation accord with Kinshasa 
1480:DRC:B 

Kabila suspends 6 ministers, 10 company 
executives 1526:DRC:A 

Kinshasa calm after coup attempt 
1382:DRC:A 

Kinshasa, Pretoria sign bilateral accord 
1262:DRC:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
8,000 killed, rights abuse rampant; says 
UN 1443:DRC:A 
Rights group claims 200 arrested after 
ethnic clashes 1335:DRC:C 
UN mission blames militia leader for gross 
rights violations 1262:DRC:B 


JUDICIARY 
Death sentence for former prosecutor 
1491:DRC:C 
Judges suspend their two-month strike 
1251:DRC:C 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Deputy governor, 16 soldiers arrested for 
‘collaboration with Rwanda’ 1346:DRC:B 

Evangelical radio station shut down, six 
employees arrested 1430:DRC:A 

Fighting in Kinshasa after coup attempt 
1922:DRC:A 

Hutu rebels surrender for repatriation 
1514:DRC:A 

Judges suspend their two-month strike 
1251:DRC:C 

Kabila appeals for calm 1322:DRC:A 

Katanga rebel leader succumbs to injuries 
1501:DRC:B 

Kenyan peacekeeper killed 1286:DRC:A 

Kidnapped UN staffers released after 
torture 1550:DRC:A 

Militia groups break ceasefire pact 
1407:DRC:A 

Militiamen kill 100 1298:DRC:C 

MONUC investigators attacked in ituri 
1274:DRC:A 

Rebel commander killed 1298:DRC:A 

Rebels flee camp 1490:DRC:A 

Rights group claims 200 arrested after 
ethnic clashes 1335:DRC:C 

Seven detainees escape from jail in Bunia 
1286:DRC:A 

Tens of thousands displaced in Katanga 
province 1298:DRAC:B 

UN troops arrest 13 militia men 1286:DRC:A 


MEDIA 

Evangelical radio station shut down, six 
employees arrested 1430:DRC:A 

Government warns media, imprisons 
joumalists 1382:DRC:A 

Joumalist arrested at Lubumbashi 
International Airport 1334:DRC:A 

Journalist Bamporiki Chamira released 
after 15 months in detention 1382:DRC:B 

Joumalist beaten up 1455:DRC:B 

Joumalist released on ball after 20 days 
in detention 1395:DRC:B 

Journalist sentenced to six months in 
prison 1371:DRC:B 

Journalist summoned by security forces 
1419:DRC:B 

Nine reporters get prison sentences for 
defamation 1251:DRC:A 

Two journalists arrested 1359:DRC:B8 

Two journalists arrested in Kamako 
1550:DRC:B 

Two journalists arrested in Kamako 
1550:DRC:B 


E 
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EGYPT Editor kidnapped, assaulted 1515:EGY:A 
Journalist Sentenced to two years in GOVERNMENT 
prison for defaming minister 1395:EGY:A Deadlock over border ruling drags on 
ARTS President promises to repeal laws to 1312:ERT-A 
Egypt reclaims belly-dance 1263:EGY:A prosecute joumalists 1298:EGY:A Eritrea closes Asmara Keren-Barentu road 
again 1455:ERT:A 
JSASTERS ERITREA Eritrea out of AGOA accord 1823:ERT:A 
148 on board perish as plane crashes into gt bl ct border closure 
Red Sea 1252:EGY:A SA too basen En ‘ERT: 
Probe ordered 1252:EGY-A DEVELOPMENT to open embassy in Eritrea 1431:ERT:A 
Swiss ban 1252:EGY:A Many children suffering from malnutrition UNHCR Mesei i refugees from border 
in Eritrea, says UN 1420:ERT:A zone 1382:ERT.A 
aai en LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
South Africa Eritrea facing severe water shortage Kenyan seamen seized in Eritrea 137t:ERT:B 
. ; 1382:ERT:B 
a re ee Landmine accidents declining 1287:ERT:A | MEDIA | 
i Release of jailed journalists urged 
Rp EDUCATION 1467:ERT:A 
il First medical schoo! opens 1312:ERT:B 
Tunisia dumps Arab summit, Egypt steps in es a ` i 
1322EGY:A ETHIOPIA 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Jganda 
BUSINESS 
Uganda, Egypt sign Nile pact 1538:EGY:B Ethiopia Sass 
9 Jyp! S19 P Annan favours speedy border demarcation Addis Tyre, Matador sign joint venture 
ee with Ethiopia 1263:ERT:A PPO AOE TEE 


Zimbabwe, Egypt sign memorandum 1323:EGY: 


2OVERNMENT 


Egypt to get ‘science and technology city’ 
1480:EGY:B 

Govt recognises new political party 
1502;EGY:A 

President promises to repeal laws to 
prosecute joumalists 1298:EGY:A 


IEALTH 
Arab leaders to tackle AIDS 1538:EGY:A 


{ERITAGE 
Over 50 mummies found in shafts 1347:EGY:B 


TUMAN RIGHTS 


Rights body calls for the release of 
kidnapped nationals in Iraq 1479:EGY'A 


AW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
31 persons, mostly Israelis, killed in 
blasts 1491:EGY:A 
Bedouin held for Sinai blasts 1491:EGY:A 
Editor kidnapped, assaulted 1515:EGY:A 
iraqi militants seize 3 Africans 
1419:EGY:A 


AEDIA. 
CPJ condemns attack on editor 1515:EGY:A 


Deadiock over border ruling drags on 
t312:ERT:A 

Envoy seeks Nigeria’s help to avert 
another war with Ethiopia 1371:ERT:A 

ICRC repatriates 200 Ethiopian Civilians 
1526:ERT:A 

Security Council calls on Ethiopia, 
Eritrea to cooperate with UN mission 
1347:ERT:A 


Nigeria 


Envoy seeks Nigeria's help to avert 
another war with Ethiopia 1371:ERT:A 

Eritrea, Nigeria sign manpower pact 
1502:ERT:A 


South Africa 


SA to open embassy in Eritrea 1431:ERT:A 


United Nations 


Annan favours speedy border demarcation 
with Ethiopia 1263:ERT:A 

Deadlock over border ruling drags on 
1312:ERT:A 

Kofi Annan urges resolution of border 
dispute 1407:ERT:A 

Security Council calls on Ethiopia, 
Eritrea to cooperate with UN mission 
1347:ERT:A 


UNHCR moves Eritrean refugees from border 


zone 1382-ERT:A 


DISASTERS 


Two million threatened by landmines 
1299:ETP:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Eritrea 
Ethiopia accepts border ruling 1526/ETP:A 


Japan 
Ethiopia, Japan sign aid agreement 
1456:ETP:A 
Ethiopia, Japan sign 42 m Birr grant 
agreement 1538:ETP:A 


Norway 
Ethiopian asylum seekers on hunger strike 
in Oslo 1503:ETP-:B 


United Nations 


Refugees repatriated from eastem Ethiopia — 


1372;ETP:B 


United States of America 
Free AIDS medicine deal with Pfizer 
1336:ETP:A 


FOREIGN AID 2 
ADB, EADB sign $41.33 m loan, grant 
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agreements 1348:ETP:A Bomb explodes on fuel tanker 1252:ETP:C 
Ethiopia secures US$40 million credit from Eight fleeing Ethiopian soldiers in police HEALTH 
World Bank 1467:ETP:A custody 1550:ETP:A : : 
Paris Club agrees to cancel $758 m debt Ethnic violence leaves 18 dead in east aan RAE ee eee 
pean pane ree AIDS treatment programme launched 
1491:ETP:A 1274:ETP:A 1492:GMB:B 
Sweden steps up support to Ethiopia Police arrest illegal FM radio ; i 
1480:ETP:A broadcasters 1551:ETP:C 
Sweden, UNDP sign agreement to support Thousands of Anyuak flee to Sudan LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
elections in 2005 1502:ETP:A 1252:ETP:B Airport smugglers run out of luck 
1480:GMB:A 


UN appea:s for funds to help 15,000 IDPs 
1312:ETP:A 

US allots 543 million to fight AIDS 
1467:ETP:B 

US donates birr 8,620,000 1372:ETP:B 

WFP to feed 62,090 Ethiopians 1383:ETP:A 

World Bark approves $100 million for 

- Water, sanitation projects 1359:ETP:B 

World Bark provides $130 million credit 
for poverty reduction 1526:ETP:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Central Gcvemment apologises for Gambella 
massacre 1299:ETP:B 

Customs, 3ritish American Tobacco to fight 
centraband cigarettes 1492:ETP:B 

Free AIDS medicine deal with Pfizer 
1336:ET>:A 

Gambella top official disappears 
1252:ET>:A 

Gen Rajerder Singh takes over as UNMEE 
commander 1420:ETP:A 

Government lifts ban on journalists’ 
association 1287:ETP:A 

Opposition parties voice concern over. 
election, human rights 1372:ETP:A 

Pact with Norid Bank for economic reforms 
1443:ETP:A 

Refugees repatriated from eastern Ethiopia 
1372:ETP:B l 

Sweden, UNDP sign agreement to support 
elections in 2005 1502:ETP:A 

WEP to fead 62,000 Ethiopians 1383:ETP:A 


HEALTH 
First free treatment programme for AIDS 
patients launched 1275:ET P:B 
Toll of pregnancy on the poor 1551:ETP:d 


b 


HUMAN RbSHTS l 
Ethnic violence leaves 18 dead in east 
A 3274ETP:A 
Human Fights Watch accuses government of 
harassing journalists 1287:ETP:A 
4 Opposition parties voice concern over 
election, human rights 1372:ET PA 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
10.000 fize ethnic fighting in west 
1288:ETP:B 


Twenty ‘bandits’ killed in Gambela 
shootout 1359:ETP:A 


MEDIA 


Editor convicted anew 1443:ETP:B 

Government bans journalists’ association 
1264:ETP:A 

Government lifts ban on journalists’ 
association 1287:ETP:A 

IPI call to reconsider the press law 
1515:ETP:A 

Joumailist jailed in defamation case 
1551:ETP:B 

Newspaper editor jailed 1323:ETP:A 


G 
GABON 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United States of America 
US signs open skies aviation agreement 


with Gabon 1372:GBN:A 
GOVERNMENT 
Peruvian beauty alleges molestation by 
President Bongo 1275:GBN:A 
MEDIA 


Joumalist dies in suspicious 
circumstances 1264:GBN:A 


GAMBIA 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Kingdom 
UK lifts aviation ban 1444:GMB:A 


GOVERNMENT 


independent newspaper attacked 1336:GMB:A 

Many arrested for Shell gasoline scam 
1324:GMB:A 

Missing diamond saga resurrected 
1288:GMB:A 

‘Child sexual exploitation unabated’ 
1538:GMB:A 


MEDIA 

Arson attacks target independent media 
1456:GMB:A 

Boycott by media 1360:GMB:A 

Independent newspaper attacked 1336:GMB:A 

Managing editor of private newspaper 
detained 1275:GMB:A 

President threatnes the media 1372:GMB:A 

Reporter receives threats 1288:GMB:B 

-Thousands protest against murder of 
joumalist 1552:GMB:A 


TRANSPORT 
Slok Air takes off 1480:GMB:A 


GHANA 


GOVERNMENT 

Bodies of six executed persons handed over 
to relatives 1348:GNA:A 

Global corruption survey indicts Ghana 
1360:GNA‘A 

Kufuor wins second term 1539:GNA°A 

National health insurance scheme launched 
1312:GNA:A 7 

NGOs attack mining Bill 1492:GNA‘A 


JUDICIARY 


Top judge dragged to Attorney General’s 
office over ‘strange’ judgement 1444:;GNA:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Police seize massive cocaine haul worth 
$145 million 1253:GNA:A 
Seven coup plotters arrested 1516:GNA:A 


Jammeh to serve as ECOWAS chairman in 2005 


1492:GMB:A 


President threatens the media 1372:GMB:A 
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aUINEA 
DEVELOPMENT 
Foreign firms scramble for iron, bauxite 
1516:GNE:A 
Third-largest oil producer 1468:GNE:B 
"OREIGN AFFAIRS 
Liberia 
1,500 Liberians trapped in Guinea 
1313:GNE:A 


Sierra Leone 
Sierra Leonean traders in Yenga banned 
1431:GNE‘A 
Soldiers kili 2 Sierra Leoneans in Yenga 
1431:GNEZA 


United Nations 
Ethnic fighting forces UN to suspend 
activities 1396:GNE:A 
UN ultimatum for Sierra Leone refugees in 
Guinea and Liberia 1299:GNE:A 


GOVERNMENT 


12 soldiers put on trial for coup plot 
after 11 months in jail 1503:GNE:A 
Guinea lifts ban on AngloGold 1383:GNE:A 
Sierra Leonean traders in Yenga banned 
1431:GNEA 
Soldiers kill 2 Sierra Leoneans in Yenga 
1431:GNE:A 


INSURGENCY / TERRORISM 


‘UK had prior knowledge of Guinea plot’ 
1527:GNE‘A 


JUDICIARY 


Subpoena is irrational, syas Thatcher 
1467:GNE:A 


-AW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


12 soldiers put on trial for coup plot 
after 11 months in jail 1503:GNE:A 

A bizarre coup in Guinea 1324:GNE:A 

Ethnic fighting forces UN to suspend 
activities 1396:GNE:A 

Nurses threaten to begin strike 1468:GNE:C 

Students arrested as university strike 
Spreads 1288:GNE:A 

Twelve coup-plotters released on probation 
1480:GNE:A 


JEDIA 
Journalists face reprisals after elections 
1253:GNE:A ` 
News weekly banned for second week in a 
TOW 1360:GNEA 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Privately-owned daily closed by government 
1527:GNE:B 

Suspension order against newspaper lifted 
1552:GNE:A 


GUINEA BISSAU 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 

Annan deplores actions of rebel soldiers 
1493:GNB:A 

UN council condemns use of force in Guinea 
Bassiau 1503:;GNB:A 

UN Security Council commends democratic 
progress in Guinea-Bissau 1396:GNB:A 

UN Security Council extends mandate 
1552:GNB:A 


FOREIGN AID 
World Bank to provide $13m to shore up 
economy 1253:GNB:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Army clashes with unidentified group on 
Senegal border 1289:GNB:A 

Elected parliament sworn in 1360:GNB:A 

Government launches first big push against 
AIDS 1420:GNB:A 

Mutineers promised amnesty 1493:GNB:A 

Ousted President freed ahead of polls 
1299:GNB:A 


JUDICIARY 


Woman chosen as new head of supreme court 


1264:GNB:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Army clashes with unidentified group on 
Senegal border 1289:GNB:A 

Hospital strike forces hundreds of 
patients to go home 1276:GNB:A 


INTERNATI 
MEETINGS. 


Deadlock on trade agreement 1560:IME:A 
World AIDS conference 1415:IME:A 


IVORY COAST 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


France 
Army bombs French military base, nine 
killed 1516:1VC:A 
Evacuations begin 1518:iVC:A 
Militants rampage in Abidjan, foreigners 
airlifted 1517:IVC:A 


United Nations 

African leaders back curbs 1518:IVC:A 

Annan calls for constitutional reform 
1493:1VC:A 

Annan renews Cail for end to violence 
1517:VC:A 

Annan welcomes renewed peace pact 
1839:IVC:A 

Evacuations begin 1518:IVC:A 

Leaked UN report says 120 killed by army 
during Abidjan protest 1349:IVC:B 

Summit on ivory Coast peace process 
1420:IVC:A 

UN appoints team to probe violence in 
Abidjan 1336:IVC:A 

UN expert on racism to examine ethnic 
aspects of conflict 1276:IVC:B 

UN probing human rights violations after 
Clashes 1407:IVC:A 

UN radio station starts broadcasting 
1444:IVC:A 

UN Security Council threatens to impose 
sanctions 1396:IVC:A 

UN suspends aid operations after fighting 
breaks out 1517:IVC:A 

UN team finds rebel-held areas lacking 
basic needs 1456:IVC:A 

UN troops for ivory Coast 1300:IVC:C 


GOVERNMENT 


Army alerted against rebels 1313:IVC-A 

Gbagbo insists on referendum 1553:1VC:A 

Gbagbo sacks rebel chief from. 
power-sharing cabinet 1373:VC:A 


President signs power-sharing decr, 
1431:IVC:A ae 


Summit on ivory Coast peace process 
1420:IVC:A 


UN envoy urges parties to follow peace ` 
agreement 1313:IVC:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 

Concern over human rights abuses” 
1481:1VC:A 

Rights abuses on the rise in Ivory Coast 
1493:IVC:A ` 

UN finds 99 badies in mass graves 
14311VC:B 

UN probing human rights violations after 
Clashes 1407:IVC:A 
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JUDICIARY 


Policeman gets 17 years for killing French 
joumalist 1264:IVC:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

11 Ivorian protesters killed 1325:IVC:A 

20 dead in clashes with rebels 1383:IVC:A 

Annan renews call for end to violence 
1517:IVC:A 

CPJ outraged by attacks on newspaper 
offices 1517:IVC:A 

ECOWAS concern over renewed violence 
1383:IVC:A 

Evacuations begin 1518:IVC:A 

French peacekeepers arrested for stealing 
money from bank 1468:IVC:A 

Leaked UN report says 120 killed by army 
during Abidjan protest 1349:IVC:B 

Media targeted as ceasefire collapses 
1517:IVC:A 

PDCI walks out of cabinet as more die in 
ethnic clashes 1300:IVC:A 

Peace under siege 1300:IVC:B 

Rebel warlord killed outside nightclub 
1276:IVC:A 

Rebels ban imported products 1432:IVC:C 

UN suspends aid operations after fighting 
breaks out 1517:IVC:A 


MEDIA 

Annan renews Call for end to violence 
1517:IVC:A 

Censorship of opposition newspapers 
condemned 1503:IVC:A 

. CPJ concern over joumaiist’s 

disappearance 1348:IVC:A 

CPJ outraged by attacks on newspaper 
Offices 1517:IVC:A 

Journalist flees into exile 1361:IVC:A 

Joumailist imprisoned 1336:IVC:B 

Key witness in journalist's disappearance 
charged with murder 1373:IVC:B 

Media targeted as ceasefire collapses 
1517:IVC:A ; 

Policeman gets 17 years for killing French 
joumalist 1264:IVC:A 

RSF condemns arrests, attacks on 
joumalists in Abidjan 1325:IVC:A 

Security forces attack journalists 
1325:IVC:A 

Three joumalists assaulted by 
presidential guardsmen 1276:IVC:C 

UN radio station starts broadcasting 
1444:IVC:A 


K 


ANNUAL INDEX 
KENYA 


AWARDS 


Woman environmentalist awarded Nobel Peace 


Prize 1494:KNY:A 


DISASTERS 


Famine threatens 500,000 in Coast 
1300:KNY:A 

Tidal wave kills two in Malindi as quake 
hits coastline 1553:KNY:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


Panic as mystery disease kills 18 and puts 
scores in hospital 1539:KNY:B 


EDUCATION 
78 private schools closed 1504:KNY:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Egypt 
Egypt offers $2m aid for water project 
1314:KNY:C 


Jraq 


Another Kenyan ‘captured in Iraq’ 
1445:KNY:B 


Rwanda 
Rwanda, Kenya sign trade pact 1313:KNY:B 


FOREIGN AID 


Muslims want Saudi aid ban lifted 
1313:KNY;A 


GOVERNMENT 

78 private schools closed 1504:KNY:B 

AG plans appeal over Bomas verdict 
1325:KNY:A 

Firm probed for illegal missiles deal 
1518:KNY:B i 

Kenya for uniform labour laws 1539:KNY:A 

Kibaki pleads with donors 1504:KNY:C 

Land illegally seized by Moi re-taken 
1540:KNY:C 

Ministers defend terrorism Bill 1289:KNY:A 

MPs call for elections 1325:KNY:A 

MPs clear minister over Anglo Leasing 

1503:KNY:A 

President seeks food aid to tackle drought 
1408:KNY:A 

President, PM to share power 1253:KNY:A 

Six Mungiki defectors arrested 1276:KNY:A 

Terrorism Bill to be revived 1457:KNY:A 

Wildlife college closed 1518:KNY:A 


JUDICIARY 


Judge faces graft trial 1277:KNY:B 

Judges shocked at prison deaths 1349:KNY:A 

Nine judges named in corruption report 
1265:KNY:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


200 big names exposed in Pattni’s list of 
bribery 1289:KNY:B 

50 charged with land invasions 1444:KNY:A 

Another Kenyan ‘captured in iraq’ 
1445:KNY:B 

Editor injured in gun attack 1481:KNY:B 

Former champion athlete held on rape 
charge in London 1277:KNY:C 

Hospital shut down 1336:KNY:A 

Kenyan with Al-Qaeda fink held 1421:KNY:A 

Masai tribe demands return of land 
1432:KNY:A 

Prisoners beaten to death, say cellmates 
1481:KNY:A 

Wanted Al-Qaeda man escapes from Kenya 
Cell 1384:KNY:A 


MEDIA 


Editor injured in gun attack 1481:KNY:B 
Journalist arrested for filming raid 
1349:KNY:B 


PROFILE 


Like a tree, unbowed 1495:KNY:A 


L 
LESOTHO 


FOREIGN AID 


IMF grants concessional loan 1265:LST:A 
World Bank funds to fight HIV/AIDS 
1408:LST:A 


GOVERNMENT 


Innocent AIDS activists jailed for 6 days 
1384:LST:A 


HEALTH 


AIDS takes a high toll of Lesotho women 
1433:LST:A 

HIV/AIDS report highlights second class 
Status of women 1505:LST:A 

Lack of funds could sink anti-AIDS policy 
1481:LST:A 

Rise in HIV-positive babies 1518:LST:A . 
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IDICIARY 


Court orders return of newspaper's 
computer equipment 1457:LST:A 


LIBERIA 


ZONOMY & BUSINESS 

“Restore electricity" campaign after 14 
years in darkness 1528:LIB:C 

Liberia suffers from dysfunctional 
economy, says UN panel 1540:LIB:A 


DREIGN AFFAIRS 


igena 
Prosecutor calls Taylor a continuing 
threat to regional peace 1468:LIB:A 


akistan 


Taylor's ally arrested in Pakistan 
1433:LIB:A 


ierra Leone 
Liberia, Sierra Leone to strengthen 
security at common border 1445:LIB:B 


nited Nations 

65,000 fighters disarmed, weapons seized 
1445:LIB:A 

Over 100,000 Liberians have turned in 
weapons to UN 1528:LIB:B 

UN begins six-month drive to return 
260,000 displaced Liberians 1518:LIB:A 

UN envoy sees new chapter ahead 1421:LIB:A 

UN presents new list of people banned from 
travel 1314:LIB:B 

UN probe cross-border arms smuggling 
1421:LIB:B 


inited States of America 
Pact with US on WMDs 1290:LIB:B 


OVERNMENT 

Child protection pact signed 1397:LIB:A 

Deliberations to revise national 
population policy Act 1468:LIB:B 

ECOWAS confers with parliament on 
electoral reform Bill 1528:LIB:A 

Pressure mounts for Taylor's trial 
1326:LIB:A 

Sierra Leone to release 500 Liberian 
mercenaries 1482:LIB:A 

Transitional parliament adopts election 
Bill 1554:LIB:A 

UN envoy sees new chapter ahead 1421:LIB:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


HEALTH 


150 more persons confirmed HIV/AIDS 
positive in Liberia 1495:LIB:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Former top aide to Taylor surrenders 
weapons to UN peacekeepers 1458:LIB:B 
Heritage staff arrested 1289:LIB:A 
Man flogged to death 1361:LIB:A 
More than 100 arrested 1505:LIB:A 


Over 71,600 combatants disarmed 1457:LIB:A 


Riots kill 16, repatriation of refugees 
delayed 1505:LIB:A 

Taylor's ally arrested in Pakistan 
1433:LIBIA 

Two killed, several arrested during 
protest 1361:LIB:A 

Violence flares in Buchanan 1314:LIB:A 


MEDIA 


Arrest warrant issued against journalist 
1506:LIB:B 

Criminal charges against journalists 
1277:LIB:A 

Heritage staff arrested 1289:LIB:A 

Journalists attacked by angry youths 
1505:LIB:B 

Reporter assaulted 1289:LIB:A 


OBITUARY 
Roosevelt Johnson is dead 1506:LIB:C 


LIBYA 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


BRUSSELS 
Gaddafi sets his new agenda 1350:LBY:A 


European Union 
Gaddafi meets EU chief 1349:LBY:A 


France 


Chirac holds talks with Gaddaffi 
1528:LBY:A 


Germany 


Pay war debt, Gaddafi tells Germany 
1496:LBY:B 


fran 

iran expels Libyan group 1301:LBY:C 
Nigeria 

Obasanjo in Libya for Dartur talks 


T495:LBY°A 


Pakistan 


Gaddafi’s son admits buying N-plan from 
Pakistan 1254:LBY:A 


United Kingdom 
Blair agrees to meet Gaddafi 1277:LBY:A 
British PM Tony Blair holds talks with 
Gaddafi 1326:LBY:A 
UK, US experts to dismantle weapons pian 
1265:LBY:A 


United Nations 
Libya signs accord for enhanced 
inspections by UN nuclear watchdog 
1301:LBY‘A 
UN Security Council commends Libya for 
decision to abandon WMD 1350:LBY:A 


United States of America 

UK, US experts to dismantle weapons plan 
1265:LBY:A 

US not to lift curbs 1254:LBY:A 

US official's landmark visit to Libya 
1326:LBY:A 

US rewards Libya, lifts travel ban 
1301:LBY:B 


GOVERNMENT 
Fate of hundreds of migrants unknown 
1482:LBY:A 
Gaddafi meets EU chief 1349:LBY:A 
Gaddafi sets his new agenda 1350:LBY:A 
Gaddafi’s son admits buying N-plan from 
Pakistan 1254:LBY:A 
Libya committed to eliminate N-programme, 
says ElBaradei 1290:LBY:A 
Libya deports hundreds of Nigerians 
1506:LBY:A 
Libya signs accord for enhanced 
inspections by UN nuclear watchdog 
1301:LBY:A 
Libya to pay USS35 to Berlin bomb victims 
1445:LBY‘A 
Libyan Jews claim $100 million for seized 
wealth 1254:LBY:A 
Nuclear equipment missing, say officials 
1373:LBY:A 
Pay war debt, Gaddafi tells Germany 
1496:LBY:B 
Tripoli to pay $170 m for next to Kin of 
French aircraft bombing 1253:LBY:A 
Western-friendly Saif el-lslam el-Gaddafi 
emerges 1554:LBY:A 


JUDICIARY 
Foreign medics sentenced to death 


10 


2004. 


1361:LBY:A a 
é 
LAW & ORDER/TERRORISM / 
Libya busts Al-Qaeda camp 1408:LBY:A 


MEDIA 


Govt newspaper suspended for a week 
1278:LBY:B 


. M 
MALAGASY 


DISASTERS 

Cycione leaves up to 100,000 homeless 
1301:MLG:A 

Thousands hit by cyclone Gafilo 1314:MLG:A 

Tropical cycione Elita causes significant 
damage 1278:MLG:A 

UNICEF rushes emergency food supply 
1314:MLG:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Appeal for aid after Elita rains 
destruction 1290:MLG:A 

Govt seeks ‘final solution’ to reservists’ 
demands 1384:MLG:A 

Reservists protest unpaid compensation 
1350:MLG:A 

Strike by magistrates 1362:MLG:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

Amy reservists barricade parliamentarians 
1373:MLG:A 

Concern over recent attacks 1397:MLG:A 

Grenade explodes outside former 
President's home 1408:MLG:A 

More grenade attacks as govt tries to keep 
prices down 1528:MLG:A 


RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 
Church against condoms in AIDS battle 
1482:MLG:B 


MALAWI 


DISASTERS 
Pilot fatigue blamed for Air Malawi crash 
1254:MLW:A 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 


‘Malawi's economy in deep crisis 
1446:MLW:B 


ANNUAL INDEX 


ELECTIONS 


Constitutional crisis 1266:MLW:A 
Vice-President defects as elections 
approach 1265:MLW:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


zambia 
Tourism deal with Zambia 1458:MLW:B 


GOVERNMENT 


Clampdown on illegal cross-border maize 
trade 1446:MLW:A 

Electoral Commission chief quits over 
flawed poll 1458:MLW:A 

Malawi is fastest urbanizing country in 
the World, says UN 1408:MLW:A 

Traditional leaders declare war against 
child labour 1397-MLW:A 


MEDIA 


Media involved in AIDS information 
dissemination 1421:MLW:A 

Photographer and journalist attacked 
1496:MLW:A 


SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


First computerised weather stations 
planned for Malawi 1482:MLW:A 


MALI 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


11 more cholera deaths reported in January 
1278:MLIA 


FOREIGN AID . 
IMF approves US$13.7 million poverty 
programme 1409:MLI:B 


GOVERNMENT 
Govemment imposes six-month ban on tree 
felling 1446:MLI:A 
LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Red Cross team attacked in north 
1409:MLI:A 


MAURITANIA 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Supplement to African Chronicle—Issued with Vol VI No.2, January 15—28, 2005 


11 


Libya 
Libya denies role in Mauritania coup plot 
1458:MRT:A 


GOVERNMENT 

181 people accused of plotting against 
President being tried 1529:MRT:A 

26 suspected plotters released 1496:MRT:‘A 

Defence Minister confirms coup plot 
1434:MRT:A 

Economic team sacked as prices rise, . 
currency falls 1421:MRT:A 

Former mayor released 1266:MAT:A 

Mastermind behind coup attempt arrested 
1496:MRT:A 

More arrests in connection with 2003 
failed coup 1337:MRT:A 

More than 120 coup suspects transferred to 
desert prison 1422:MRT:B 

Oil venture a reality 1384:MRT-A 


MEDIA 


Four editors agree on out of court 
settiement 1327:MRT:B 
Reporter held for questioning 1409:MRT:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


Haidalla supporters form new opposition 
party 1327:MAT:A 


MAURITIUS 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Uganda 
Taxation pact with Uganda 1327:MUR:A 


MOROCCO 


DISASTERS 
Annan promises UN's help 1290:MRC:A 
Death toll in Morocco quake 600 1302:MRC:B 
Earthquake kills at least 550 1290:MRC:A 
UN food agency rushes relief to quake-hit 
1302:MRC:B 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Nations 
UN envoy to meet govt, Polisario leaders 
1422:MRC:A 
UN envoy to talk with all parties in 
Westem Sahara dispute 1459:MRC:A 
UN mission hails release of 100 Moroccan 
POWs 1291:MRC:B 
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UN Security Council extends mandate in 
Westem Sahara until April 1278:MRC:A 

UN Security Council supports 
self-determination for Westem Sahara 
1363:MRC:A 


Westem Sahara 
Polisario releases another 100 Moroccan 
prisoners 1302:MRC:A 


SOVERNMENT 
King pardons journalists 1255:MRC:A 
Opposition says voter registration is 
fraud 1409:MRC:B 
UN envoy to talk with all parties in 
Westem Sahara dispute 1459:MRC:A 


VIEDIA 

Editor imprisoned following attack on 
minister 1350:MRC:A 

Editor sentenced to six months’ 
imprisonment for defamation 13885:MRC:A 

Journalist assaulted by police; guide 
detained 1555:MRC:A 

Journalists expelled 1409:MRC:A 

King pardons journalists 1255:MRC:A 

RSF condemns court order seizing journals’ 
eaming 1483:MRC:A 


MOZAMBIQUE 


=<CONOMY & BUSINESS 
Inflation slowing down 1422:MZQ:A 


ELECTIONS 

CNE condemns violence in election campaign 
1519:MZQ:A 

Deadline passes, no final election results 
1556:MZOQ:B 

Dhlakama threatens to take power 
1529:MZQ:A 

Observers praise elections, condemn fraud 
1540:MZQ:A 

PDD alleges harassment in Cabo Delgado 
1519:MZQ:A 

Presidential candidates predict victory 
1529:MZQ:A 


OREIGN AFFAIRS 


European Union 
Fisheries agreement with European Union 
1266:MZQ:B 


South Africa 
SA, Mozambique arrest illegal poachers 


ANNUAL INDEX 
1315:MZO:A 


FOREIGN AID | 
World Bank pledges US$600 million 
1266:MZQ:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Anti-corruption unit questions Nyimpine 
Chissano 1363:MZQ‘A 

Assembly passes tourism Bill 1327:MZQ:A 

Catholic Archbishop distorts peace 
agreement 1446:MZQ:A 

Contract on Zambezi bridge signed 
1363:MZQ:B 

Dates for general election fixed 
1397:MZQ:A 

Fisheries agreement with European Union 
1266:MZQ:B 

Foreign minister launches ‘demining week’ 
1519:MZQ:B 

Govemment reacts to Renamo violence 
1351:MZQ:A 

Guebuza in presidential poll fray 
1459:MZQ:A 

Opposition amendments dropped 1459:MZQ:B 

Policemen released 1506:MZQ:A 

‘Rachel Operation’ destroyed over 177,000 
weapons 1291:MZQ:A 


JUDICIARY 
Former assistant manager gives evidence in 
bank fraud case 1255:MZQ:A 
Retrial of Anibaizinho ordered 1555:MZQ:A 
Satar paid lawyer $25,000 1255:MZQ:A 
Two sentenced to 24-year jail terms 
1279:MZQ:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Cocaine seized at Maputo airport 
1483:MZQ:A 
Prisoner shot dead 1556:MZQ:C 
Renamo wants to maintain its armed bands 
1386:MZQ:A 


MEDIA 


Journalist detained and released 
1374:MZQ:A 

Protests at detention of journalist 
1363:MZQ:C 


N 
NAMIBIA 


AGRICULTURE 


Farmers’ union denies land-grab attempt 
1279:NMB:A 


ELECTIONS 
Dismal turnout in regional polis 
1529:NMB:A 
Electoral Commission admits ballot errors 
1541:NMB:A 
Smooth voting in Namibia 1519:NMB:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Kenya 
Kenya, Namibia sign pact to boost trade 
1410:NMB:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Border identification card launched 
1483:NMB:A 

Gender draft Bill rejected 1337:NMB:A 

Government stops farm evictions 1315:NMB:A 

‘Ministry in hot water over study ban 
1279:NMB:B 

New labour Bill passed 1497:NMB:A 

Resettled farmers left in the lurch 
1469:NMB:B 

VAT Amendment Bill passed 1410:NMB:A 

Voters’ roll goes hi-tech 1469:NMB:A 


JUDICIARY 
Fate of Caprivi 13 now in hands of Supreme 
Court 1364:NMB:A 
New treason suspects sent back to 
magistrate’s court 1267:NMB:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM ; 

13 Caprivi suspects re-arrested 1291:NMB:A 

14 suspects escape from Katutura police 
cells 1530:NMB:B : 

Cops seize 13 escapees 1520:NMB:B 

Record quantity of dagga seized 1398:NMB:A 

Second arrest in Ecstasy case 1255:NMB:A 

Top officers suspended for prison sex 
scandal 1434:NMB:A 


NIGER 


ECONOMY & BUSINESS 
First gold bar produced from new mine 
1497:NIG:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


United Kingdom 
UK inquiry focus on uranium claim 
1998:NiG:A 
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1307:REG:A 
GOVERNMENT LABOUR Agreement to give African researchers 
Ban on female circumcision widely ignored Labour unions declare Shell public enemy access to technologies 1404:REG:A 
1279:NIG:A 1507-NGR:A Belatedly, Africa converts to lead-free 
Radio station director released 1447:NIG:A gas 1535:REG:A 


Three army officers held over 2002 mutiny 
released 1292:NIG:B 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Former Tuareg minister arrested on murder 
charge 1291:NIG:A 
Troops, islamic militants clash 1315:NIG:A 


MEDIA 


Editor gets bail after two months in 
prison 1256:NIG:A 


NIGERIA 


ANALYSIS 
A cycle of ethnic killings in Nigeria 
1410:NGR: 


BUSINESS 
MTN, Ericsson sign 3G agreeemnt 1541:NGR:C 


ELECTIONS 


Students threaten to shut oil stations 
over Wari polls 1530:NGR:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Israel / Palestine 


Nigeria, Israel approve joint agricultural 
project 1303:NGR:C 


GOVERNMENT 

$5m for Chad Basin project 1337:NGR:A 

4 airlines grounded 1541:NGR:B 

Airport authority chief sacked 1459:NGR:A 

Govt, militia agree on truce 1483:NGR:A 

Nigeria allows Aristide to stay for a few 
weeks 1328:NGR:B 

Obasanjo alleges corruption, suspends 
board appointments 1541:NGR:A 

Stranded World Airways passengers protest 
at Lagos airport 1256:NGR:A 


HEALTH 
Cholera epidemic-60 dead, 300 hospitalised 
1520:NGR:A 


JUDICIARY 
Court refuses to stop Assembly debate on 
Trade Union Act amendement 1447:NGR:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

100 killed in ethnic fighting 13851:NGR:A 

16 kidnapped oil workers released 
1556:NGR:A 

20 killed in Warri clash 1302:NGR:B 

36 policemen arrested, paraded 1398:NGR:A 

DCG, 11 others retum N4.4m looted funds 
1302:NGR:A 

One of three abducted policemen found dead 
1292:NGR:A 

Police arrest kidnappers in Lagos 
1316:NGR:B 

Protest against fuel price hike; 5 
students shot 1386:NGR:A 

Rival Delta militia leaders agree on peace 
1374:NGR:A 

Sacked power workers demand compensation 
1422:NGR:A 

Six killed, 100 houses razed in communal 
Cashes 1315:NGR‘A 

State of emergency declared, toll in 
violence touches 1,000 1374:NGR:A 

Strike fuels price fears 1497:NGR:A 


MEDIA 

Journalist assaulted 1328:NGR:A 

Newspaper editors face five billion naira 
libel suit 1328:NGR:A 

Nine senior journalists suspended 
1267:NGR:A 

Veteran journalist buried amid tributes 
1530:NGR:B 


TRANSPORT 
Stranded World Airways passengers protest 
at Lagos airport 1256:NGR:A 


R r 


REGIONAL 


15 nations ratify African rights protocol 
1283:REG:A 

28 North African refugees die at sea 
1440:REG:E 

A US home for images spurned 20 years ago 
1536:REG:A 

Africa’s bloody diamond trade 1343:REG:A 

African leaders asked to ratify AU, UN 
anti-corruption conventions 1440:REG:D 

African leaders vow to end wars 1535:REG:A 

African Union to establish "standby force” 


COMESA, EU seal K9.5bn agreement 
1283:REG:C 

Curse of hunger in Africa 1380:REG:A 

Dakar hosts first Pan-African summit 
1404:REG:C 

Delegates finalise details ahead of AU 
summit 1404:REG:B 

Exodus of nurses from Africa 1438:REG:A 

Free schools nourish a continent's hunger 
for education 1511:REG:A 

Locust havoc in Sahara 1439:REG:B 

Many African countries have abolished 
death penalty 1524:REG:A 

Mauritius hosts Africa trade talks 
1283:REG:B 

Millions of AIDS orphans overwhelm Africa 
1260:REG:A 

Move to sign up for Peer Review welcomed 
1440:REG:C 

Oil fuels wars in Africa 1320:REG:A 

Pyramids for intrepid traveller in Sudan 
1320:REG:B 

Refugees from Africa get new life in US 
1428:;REG:A 

Slave descendants hit back 1332:REG:A 

Stunning record of child welfare in Africa 
1559:REG:A 

Trade theory vs used clothes in Africa 
1392:REG:A 

UN to stop funding some NGOs 1307:REG:B 

West Africa's foot soldiers need jobs as 
well as threats 1379:REG:A 


RWANDA 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Congo | 
UN warns Rwanda on Congo threats 
1531:RND:A 


Dem. Rep. of Congo 
DRC Troops to restore order, disarm Hutu 
rebels 1399:RND:A 
Kabila, Kagame agree on steps to end 
tensions 1399:RND:B 
Wanted war criminal arrested in Congo 
1364:AND:A 


France 
French Senate ratifies agreement to 
receive ICTR prisoners 1387:RND:A 
Rwanda ‘turning its back on French 
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language’ 1469:RND:A 


South Africa 
Immigration agreement with South Africa 
1434:RND:A 


Sweden 


Sweden, UN tribunal sign pact on 
enforcement of sentences 1351:RND:A 


United Nations 

Genocide conviction upheld 1411:RND:A 

UN Security Council asks Rwanda to pull 
out troops from Congo (DR) 1542:RND:B 

UN tribunal jails former Rwandan mayor for 
30 years for genocide 1398:RND:A 

UN warns Rwanda on Congo threats 
1531:RAND:A 

UNHCR repatriates second-generation 
immigrants 1423:RND:A 


United States of America 
Kigali signs cooperation pact with US army 
1411:RND:C 
US to probe Rwanda, Congo (DR), Uganda 
saga 1542:RND:A 


GOVERNMENT 

4,500 prisoners released 1316:RND:B 

503 judicial officers dismissed 1423:RND:A 

Curbs on leaded petro! 1256:RND:B 

Genocide courts to retain controversial 
lists 1556:RND:A 

Govemment releases 4,225 prisoners 
1351:RND:A 

Habyarimana plane crash figures in 
genocide trial 1386:RND:A 

ICTR sacks lawyer over $300,000 fee 
scandal 1507:RND:A 

Kigali signs cooperation pact with US army 
1411:RND:C 

Mugenzi was happy with Kigali killings, 
claims witness 1386:RND:A 

Prisoners oppose enforcement of ICTR 
sentences 1375:RND:A 

Prosecutor calls for support in arresting 
genocide suspects 1507:RND:A 

Uganda denies reports its missiles had 
brought down the plane carrying Rwanda, 
Burundi presidents 1316:RND:A 

Voluntary repatriation of Hutu rebels has 
failed, says Kagame 1531:RND:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
18 sentenced to death in Rwanda in 2003, 
says Amnesty 1375:RND:B 


INSURGENCY / TERRORISM 


ANNUAL INDEX 


insurgents agree to ceasefire 1557:HND:B 


JUDICIARY 

Army was involved in killings, says 
prosecution witness 1280:AND:A 

Former subordinate claims Bizimungu 
extolled the massacre 1292:RND:A 

ICTR acquits two former officials 
1292:RND:A 

ICTR judge ill, trial postponed 1279:RND:A 

Ndyambaje distributed weapons and ordered 
massacre, says witness 1292:RND:A 

Nine sentenced to death for killing of 
genocide survivor 1303:RND:A 

Tribunal sentences ex-minister to two life 
imprisonment terms 1267:RND:A 

‘Accused raped and killed young woman’ 
1267:RND:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Accused handed over a Tutsi to Interahamwe 
` who later killed him, says witness 

1411:RND:B 

Appeals Chamber orders restart of trial of 
former Rwandan leaders 1484:RND:A 

Confronting the remains of a genocide 
1303:RND:B 

Defence attorneys at UN tribunal begin 
three-day strike 1267:-RND:A 

Genocide survivors flee province after 
killings 1256:RND:A 

Genocide suspects rush to confess ahead of 
deadline 1293:RND:A 

Genocide suspects’ list sweils to over 
500,000 1460:RND:A 

Habyarimana plane crash figures in 
genocide trial 1386:RND:A 

Mugenzi was happy with Kigali killings, 
claims witness 1386:RND:A 


Muhimana raped and killed two young women, 


claims witness 1328:RND:A 

Prisoners oppose enforcement of ICTR 
sentences 1375:RND:A 

Prosecution witness assassinated in Rwanda 
1497:RND:A 

RPF shot down Habyarimana’s plane, 
reafirmes Guichaoua 1484:RND:A 

Tutsi girls sexually assaulted and killed 
at roadblocks, claims witness 1280:RND:A 

Witness alleges Bagosora and Kabiligi 
exercisad authority over soldiers 
1441:RND:5 

‘Nsengiyumva ordered the killing of Tutsi 
women 1399:RND:A 

'Nteziryayo and Kanyabashi ordered killing 
of Tutsis’ 1316:RND:C 

‘Nteziryayo ordered the killings of 
Tutsis’ 1328:RND:A 


MEDIA 


Editor of independent newspaper tried on 
criminal charges 1520:RND:A 


S 


SAHARAWI ARAB 
DEMOCRATIC REP. 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Morocco 


Polisario releases 100 prisoners after EU 
request 1399:SAD:A 


GOVERNMENT 


Polisario releases 100 prisoners after EU 
request 1399:SAD:A 


SAO TOME & PRINCIPE | 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Angola 
Cooperation accord with Angola 1270:STP:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Cooperation accord with Angola 1270:STP:A 


SENEGAL 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS i 


india 


Foreign minister's visit to New Delhi 
boosts India-Senegal ties 1469:SNG:A 

Govt pays Rs 50 lakh compensation for 
indian drivers death 1387:SNG:A 


United States of America 
Senegal befriends US 1293:SNG:A 


FOREIGN AID 


Assistance for coastal and biodiversity 
management project 1520:SNG:A 


GOVERNMENT 
Govt pays Rs 50 lakh compensation for 
Indian driver's death 1387:SNG:A 
Parliament abolishes death penalty 
1542;SNG:A 
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LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


Three soldiers killed by separatists in 
Casamance 1338:SNG:A 


MEDIA 
CPJ calls for release of arrested editor 
1412:SNG:A 
Managing editor of newspaper arrested 
1412:SNG:A 
Newspapers go on strike to protest 
joumalist arrest 1412:SNG:A 


SEYCHELLES 


DISASTERS 


Weekly's survival threatened following 
heavy fine 1542:SEY:A 


SIERRA LEONE 


DISASTERS 


UN helicopter carrying 24 aid workers 
crashes, no survivors 1400:SRL:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Liberia 
Sierra Leone to send back 500 detained 
Liberian fighters 1484:SRL:A 


Pakistan 
UNAMSIL troops pull out of Kono 1498:SRL:A 


United Nations 
Security Council extends UN Mission in 
Sierra Leone 1329:SRL:A 
Special Court links Taylor to World Trade 
Centre bombing 1447:SRL:A 
UN mission probes unauthorized use of 
mining equipment 1339:SRL:B 


GOVERNMENT 

103 cops sacked for indiscipline 
1423:SRL:8 

Electoral officials charged with « 
cormuption 1339:SRL:A 

Parliament rejects petition for trial of 
Taylor in Sierra Leone 1412:SRL:A 

Sierra Leone signs NEPAD treaty 1542:SRL:A 

Soldiers combat ready after withdrawal of 
UN troops 1460:SRL:A 

UNAMSIL peacekeeper commits suicide 
1423:SRL:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


JUDICIARY 
Sierra Leone war crimes court opens 
1304:SRL:A 
Special Court links Taylor to World Trade 
Centre bombing 1447:SRL:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

103 cops sacked for indiscipline 
1423:SRL:B 

65 prisoners escape from captivity 
1520:SRL:A 

Electoral officials charged with 
corruption 1339:SRL:A 

Sierra Leone war crimes court opens 
1304:SRL:A 


MEDIA 


120 journalists disenfranchised 1364:SRL:A 

Kabbah urged to release journalist from 
detention 1498:SRL:B 

Police raid offices of independent daily, 
three joumalists assaulted 1268:SRL:A 

Two FM radio journalists attacked 
1434:SRL:A 


POPULATION 


Highest matemal mortality rate in the 
world 1375:SRL:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


Call for ban on underage marriage 
1387:SRL:A 


SOMALIA 


BUSINESS 
Coca-Cola returns to Somalia 1412:SML:A 


DISASTERS 

110 killed by tsunami in Somalia 
1557:SML:A 

Forty people killed by landmines in 2003 
1543:SML:B 

Hundreds of thousands threatened by . 
drought 1316:SML:8 

UN warns of acute drought 1375:SML:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Ethiopia 
Ethiopia denies undermining peace talks 
1470:SML:A 


Kenya 
Peace demonstration held in Mogadishu 
1923:SML:A 


United Nations 

Abducted UN staff member released 
1281:SML:B 

Annan cails on leaders to meet July 
reconciliation deadline 1400:SML:A 

UN extends mandate of monitoring group 
1447:SML:A 

UN Security Council condemns disruption 
peace process 1423:SML:A 


United States of America 


US commends signing of peace agreemen 
1280:SML:A 


FOREIGN AID 


School-feeding programme to be expandec 
1485:SMLA 


GOVERNMENT 

Ethiopia denies undermining peace talks 
1470:SML:A 

New MPs swom in 1448:SML:B 

New President swom in 1498:SML:A 

Peace demonstration heid in Mogadishu 
1329:SML:A 

President reappoints Prime Minister 
1543:SML:A 

Promises to stabilise war-torn country 
1498:SML:A 

School-feeding programme to be expandec 
1485:SML:A 

Somali assets blocked; Zarqawi officer 
captured 1387:SML:A 

Somali talks under threat 1316:SML:A 

TNA endorses agreement 1280:SML:A 

US commends signing of peace agreemen 
1280:SML:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
UN urged to probe war crimes 1521:SML:t 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

20 killed in heavy fighting in Mogadishu 
1364:SML:A 

50 killed in Somalia clan fighting 
1304:SML:A 

60 killed, thousands displaced in Bulo 
Hawa Clashes 1388:SML:B 

Gunmen raid president's residence 
1521:SML:A 

Militiamen abduct, kill 3 1365:SML:B 

Over 100 killed in clashes 1507:SML:A 

Somali assets blocked; Zarqawi officer 
captured 1387:SML:A 

Traditional leader arrested in Somaliland 
1268:SML:A 
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MEDIA 

Detained joumalists freed in Jowhar 
1365:SML:C 

Journalist detained for a month in 
Puntland 1376:SML:B 

Journalist detained 1460:SML:A 

Journalist ‘banned’ by clan chief 
1532:SML:A 

Journalists create press freedom 
monitoring network 1400:SML°B 

Woman journalist abducted 1508:SML:B 


SOUTH AFRICA 


BUSINESS 
IDC signs multi-million rand deat with 
French institution 1281:SAF:B 


DISASTERS 


Survivors of tsunami to arrive home 
1557:SAF:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 

AIDS: Grave problem in S Africa 1435:SAF:B 

Avian flu kills scores of ostriches in 
Eastem Cape 1435:SAF:A 

Buthelezi’s son dies of AIDS 1352:SAF:B 

Five-million South Africans are HIV 
positive 1532:SAF:B 

S Africans spend more time at funerals 
1317:SAF:B 

Women bear the brunt of AIDS epidemic, 
Says survey 1339:SAF:B 


ELECTIONS 


General elections set for April 14 
1281:SAF:A 
Landslide win for ANC 1339:SAF:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Cuba 


Agreement on housing the poor signed with 
Cuba 1521:SAF:A 


European Union 


Mbeki on historic trip to boost EU trade 
ties 1521:SAF:B 


india 


De Beers, India sign co-operation deal 
1543:SAF:B 


Japan 
Japan donates 4x4 vehicles to IEC 
1304:SAF:A 


ANNUAL INDEX 


United Kingdom 
Court to decide on Thatcher's alleged coup 
plot 1461:SAF:A 
Mark Thatcher arrested 1448:SAF:A 
Mark Thatcher in court over plot 
1508:SAF:A 


United Nations 
Annan receives Tambo Award 1388:SAF:B 


GOVERNMENT 
Agreement on housing the poor signed with 
Cuba 1521:SAF:A 
Anti-terrorism Bill shelved 1329:SAF:A 
Authorities target mercenaries 1293:SAF:A 
Fund shortage hits land reforms 1499:SAF:A 
Mbeki hospitalised 1257:SAF:B 
Mbeki on historic trip to boost EU trade 
ties 1521:SAF:B 
Mbeki signs BEE Act into law 1257:SAF:A 
Mbeki sworn in for second term 1352:SAF:A 
New black ‘fat cals’ anger ANC 1532:SAF:C 
Parliament passes electoral Bill 
1388:SAF:A 
Poultry ban partly lifted 1461:SAF:B 
S African Indians suffer under 
anti-apartheid law 1352:SAF:A 
‘Mbeki government's record dismal 
1294:SAF:B 


HERITAGE 


Mandela's history now part of national 
archives 1471:SAF:A 


JUDICIARY 

Court calls a halt to signing of Airbus 
contracts 1543:SAF:A 

Court to decide on Thatcher's alleged coup 
plot 1461:SAF:A 

Judge Desai gets bail in Bombay court 
1268:SAF:A 

Mark Thatcher in court over plot 
1508:SAF:A 

Thatcher trial is postponed 1532:SAF:A 

Winnie Mandela appeals against sentence 
1400:SAF:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 

5 hurt in tribal clashes, 70 shacks 
torched 1448:SAF:B 

Authorities target mercenaries 1293:SAF:A 
Bullets fly in hotel attack 1257:SAF:C 
Durban police bust drug racket 1268:SAF:B 
Mark Thatcher arrested 1448:SAF:A . 
Shootout near Mandela's home 1317:SAF:A 


OBITUARY 


16 


First wife of Mandela dies 1365:SAF:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 
Aparthied party merges with ANC 1435:SAF:B 
Madiba retires from public life 1376:SAF:A 
S African Indians suffer under i 
anti-apartheid law 1352:SAF;:A 
Tributes pour in as Mandela turns 86 
1424:SAF:A 


SUDAN 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 

25,000 Sudanese refugees flee settlements 
1353:SUD:B 

32,000 flee Kony raids 1522:SUD:B 

About 20,000 flee after ethnic clashes, 
says UN 1330:SUD:A 

African Union to protect Darfur refugees 
1413:SUD:A 

Army nets LRA commander 1499:SUD:A. 

Darfur rebels withdraw from peace talks 
citing government attacks 1544:SUD:A 

Discord threatens future of 4 million 
refugees 1533:SUD:A 

Food crisis 1499:SUD:A 

Hundreds killed in air raids on Darfur 
villages 1281:SUD:A 5 

Kony's son captured 1485:SUD:A 

LRA kills 40 in southern Sudan 1426:SUD:B 

LRA kills over 100 Sudanese 1413:SUD:B 

Mandate unclear as AU heads for Darfur 
1508:SUD:A 

OCHA concemed about new displacement in 
North Darfur 1461:SUD:A 

Opposition leader arrested 1330:SUD:A 

Pro-government militias massacre 81 in 
westem Darfur 1294:SUD:A 

Rebels release abducted UN staff and aid 
workers in Darfur 1462:SUD:A 

Reports of attacks against displaced 
persons in Darfur 1499:SUD:A 

Toli in Darfur region since March rises to 
70,000 1499:SUD:A 

UN envoy urges restraint by government 
after rebel attack in Darfur 1533:SUD:A 

Up to 10,000 dying each month in Darfur, 
says UN 1473:SUD:A i 

UPDF bombs LRA rebels 1330:SUD:A 

UPDF kills 10 rebels in Sudan 1533:SUD:B 

UPDF kills 30 LRA rebels in Sudan 
1317:SUD:B 

US lawmaker and church leader get arrested 
to highlight Darfur deaths 1413:SUD:A 

Violence shuts down WFP operations in 
North Darfur 1933:SUD:A 

‘Darfur condition horrible’ 1508:SUD:A 
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FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Libya 
Libya to serve humanitarian corridor for 
Sudan 1425:SUD:A 


Nigeria 
African Union to protect Darfur refugees 
1413:SUD:A 
Nigerian senate approves sending 1,500 -+ 
peacekeepers to Darfur 1449:SUD:A 


Uganda 
32,000 flee Kony raids 1522:SUD:B 
Sudan orders Kony’s arrest 1353:SUD:B 
Sudan signs major agreement with Uganda 
1340:SUD:A 


United Kingdom 
Sudan asks UK to keep off 1425:SUD:A 
UK Holocaust Centre halts for Darfur 
1401:SUD:A 


United Nations 

Annan asks President Bashir to disarm 
Darfur militia 1365:SUD:A 

Annan hails new accord between Government 
and Darfur rebels 1522:SUD:A 

Move to disarm Darfur militias 1436:SUD:A 

OCHA concemed about new displacement in 
North Darfur 1461:SUD:A 

Southem agreement key to Darfur peace, 
says UN 1544:SUD:A 

Sudan accepts UN resolution 1472:SUD:A 

UN agency suspends food convoys to Darfur 
1558:SUD:A 

UN appeal to Sudan 1472:SUD:A 

UN chief seeks 30,000 more troops for 
peacekeeping 1472:SUD:A 

UN concemed about bandit attacks against 
civilians, aid workers in Darfur 
1413:SUD:A 

UN envoy condemns ‘brutal’ murder of 
humanitarian workers in Darfur 1543:SUD:A 

UN envoy urges restraint by government 
after rebel attack in Darfur 1533:SUD:A 

UN members accused of supplying arms to 
Sudan 1522:SUD:A 

UN staff ends three-day observer mission 
in Darfur 1424:SUD:A 

UN threatens Sudan with oil sanctions 
1472:SUD:A 


United States of America 
Bush signs Sudan sanctions Bill 1558:SUD:B 
US lawmaker and church leader get arrested 
to highlight Darfur deaths 1413:SUD:A 
US official hails agreement, but cautions 


ANNUAL INDEX 


on Darfur conficit 1377:SUD:A 
US struggles to address situation in Sudan 
1388:SUD:A 


FOREIGN AID 
US Senate Approves $300 m for Darfur in 
aid bill 1473:SUD:A 
WFP appeals for $98 million to feed 
victims of conflict in Darfur 1353:SUD:B 


GOVERNMENT 
20,000 child soldiers have been 
demobilized, says UN official 1485:SUD:A 
Aid workers freed in Darfur 13989:SUD:A 


Annan hails new accords between Government 


and Dartur rebels 1522:SUD:A 

AU to mediate 1436:SUD:A 

Embassy hails signing of peace agreement 
1376:SUD:A 

Govemment, rebels sign protocols 
1376:SUD:A 

Hundreds killed in air raids on Darfur 
villages 1281:SUD:A 

ICG urges quick conclusion of peace accord 
1485:SUD:A 

Move to disarm Darfur militias 1436:SUD:A 

No amnesty for Kony 1401:SUD:B 

Opposition leader arrested 1330:SUD:A 

Parties sign security and humanitarian 
protocol 1522:SUD:A 

Peace talks adjoum for three weeks 
1269:SUD:A 

Sudan accepts UN resolution 1472:SUD:A 

Sudan asks UK to keep off 1425:SUD:A 

Sudan govt, rebels adopt African Union 
agenda for peace 1448:SUD:A 

Sudan orders Kony’s arrest 1353:SUD:B 

Sudan re-elected to UN Rights Commission 
1353:SUD:A 

Sudan signs major agreement with Uganda 
1340:SUD:A 

Sudanese militia vows to fight LRA rebels 
1340:SUD:A 

Sudanese peace taiks progress 1317:SUD:A 

UN appeal to Sudan 1472:SUD:A 

Wealth-sharing pact signed with SPLM/A 
1257:SUD:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Sudan re-elected to UN Rights Commission 
1353:SUD:A 
UN human righis expert fears many deaths 
in Darfur 1400:SUD:A 


MEDIA 


Al-Jazeera bureau chief sentenced 
1340:SUD:B 

Editor-in-chief of daily “Al-Ayam" 
imprisoned 1269:SUD:B 


New press code welcomed by media 
1473:SUD:A 


RELIGIOUS AFFAIRS 


in Sudan, both hunter and hunted invoke 
the Prophet 1473:SUD:A 


SWAZILAND 


FOREIGN AID 


ECHO to provide $34 million in aid 
1534:SWZ:A 


GOVERNMENT 

King seeks palaces fit for his queens 
1269:SWZ:A 

Nurses’ strike hits health care 1294:SWZ:A 

Pro-democracy groups slam Mswati’s 
conference 1401:SWZ:A 

Renegade chief expelled again despite 
court ruling 1522:SW2Z:A 

Speaker of Parliament forced to resign 
1305:SWZ:A 


T 


TANZANIA 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


Concem over AIDS during conference 
1544;TNZ:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Kenya 


Kenya, Zambia agree on Sh23b Power Project 
1305:TNZ:B 

Three presidents sign East African Customs 
Union 1305:TNZ:A 


Uganda 
Three presidents sign East African Customs 
Union 1305:TNZ:A 
Ugandans ordered to leave by May 17 
1354:TNZ:A 


United Nations 


UN refugee agency opens new border 
crossing 1401:TNZ:A 


Zambia 
Kenya, Zambia agree on Sh23b Power Project 
1305:TNZ:B 
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GOVERNMENT 

Charity officials expelled 1295: TN2Z:B 

Shortage of funds forces UN agency to cut 
rations for refugees 1509:TNZ:A 

Ugandans ordered to leave by May 17 
1354; TNZ:A 

Zanzibar passes law banning same sex 
mariage 1340:TNZ:A 


JUDICIARY 


Newspaper to pay US$1 million fine to 
former OAU secretary-general 1294:TNZ:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
FGM rescue cperation fails 1451:TNZ:A 
Police officer kitled in Pemba violence 
1544:TNZ:B 


MEDIA 
Newspaper to pay US$1 million fine to 
former OAU secretary-general 1294:TNZ:A 


TOGO 


DISASTERS 
Hundreds of casualties in Togo stampede 
1534:TOG:A 


EDUCATION 
New university opens 1270:TOG:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Liberia 
Charles Taylors ex-chief of staff under 
house arrest 1318:TOG:A 


GOVERNMENT 

Charlies Taylors ex-chief of staff under 
house arrest 1318:TOG:A 

Govt agrees to review harsh press laws 
1354:TOG:A 

New university opens 1270:TOG:A 

Radio station staff in solidarity strike 
1365:TOG:A 

Three opposition parties boycott poll 
committee 1413:TOG:A 


LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 
Child prostitution goes unchecked in Togo 
1341:TOG:A 
Nine opposition militants jailed 
1377:TOG:A 
Opposition leader escapes being lynched 


ANNUAL INDEX 


1402:TOG:A 


MEDIA 


Journalists hail new press law 1475:TOG:A 


TUNISIA 


Arab League 


Gaddafi walks out of Arab summit 
1877:TNS:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Canada 


Tunisian-Canadian cooperation agreement 
signed 1544:TNS:A 


Palestine 


Palestinian envoy hopes next Arab summit 
would produce results 1341:TNS:B 


GOVERNMENT 


Final preparations for Arab summit 
reviewed 1366:TNS:A 
First woman governor named 1354:TNS:A 
Online censorship lurks 1426:TNS:A - 
President Ben Ali receives head of Arab 
League 1330:TNS:A 
President briefed on World Summit on 
Information Society 1390:TNS:A 
President wins new term 1510:TNS:A 
Roadmap for information summit 1402:TNS:A 


JUDICIARY 


Appeals Court upholds ruling against 
intemet users 1414:;TNS:A 

Eight Internet users convicted of 
terrorism 1341:TNS:A 


MEDIA 


IFJ suspends Tunisian Journalists’ 
Association 1318:TNS:A 

IFJ urges journalists to challenge 
govenment control of media 1486:TNS:A 

Journalist on hunger strike 1318:TNS:B 

Joumalist Sihem Bensedrine assaulted 
1257:TNS:A 


SOCIAL AFFAIRS 


Women’s union elects new president 
1258:TNS:B ’ 


U 


18 
UGANDA 


BUSINESS 


Barclays signs deal with Enterprise Uganda 
1558:UGD:A 


CIVIL WAR / INSURGENCY 


11 Karimojong warrior die in army 
operation 1282:UGD:A 

11 killed in Abia attack 1414:UGD:B 

121 bodies exhumed at Barlonyo camp 
1305:UGD:A 

149 LRA rebels killed 1282:UGD:A 

15 Kenyan fishermen arrested by Ugandan 
authorities 1427:UGD:B l 

200 suspected criminals arrested in Fort 
Portal 1451:UGD:B 

259 Barlonyo residents missing 1330:UGD:A 

Army gets 200 guns from rebels 1403:UGD:B 

Army kills 27 rebels 1258:UGD:D 

Army kilis 4 LRA men, frees 18 captives 
1341:UGD:A 

Army kills twelve Kony rebels 1355:UGD:A 

Army rejects rebel offer of talks 
1331:UGD:A 

Eight Karimojong pastoralists killed 
1342:UGD:B 

Four former rebels arrested 1366:UGD:A 

LRA capturas Lira residents 1475:UGD:A 

LRA rebels attack Gulu IDP camp 1281:UGD:A 

LRA rebels kill 192 civilians 1295:UGD:A 

LRA rebels kill 2, abduct 18 in Gulu 
1378:UGD:A 

LRA rebels kill 25 in Lira 1390:UGD:A 

Massacre: Museveni puts blame on army > _ 
1305;UGD:A 

Ten jailed for ‘naked parade’ 1390:UGD:B 

Toll rises after rebels attack 1295:UGD:A 

UPDF bombing kills twelve LRA rebels 
1510;UGD:A 

UPDF kills 16 rebels 1403:UGD:B 

UPDF kills five LRA rebels 1366:UGD:A 

UPDF Major killed in rebel ambush” 
1270:UGD:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


500 children die at Mbale hospital 
1534;UGD:A 

Therapy heips ease burden of AIDS in 
Uganda 1270:UGD:A 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Kenya 


15 Kenyan fishermen arrested by Ugandan 
authorities 1427:UGD:B 


i 
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‘United Kingdom 
84 British MPs sign Kony Bill 1306:UGD:B 


United Nations 

Atrocities prompt UN to call halt to 
attacks against civilians 1390:UGD:A 

Uganda faces UN suspension 1258:UGD:8 

UN condemns attack on camp for displaced 
persons 1366:UGD:A 

UN condemns attack on camp for displaced 
persons 1366:UGD:A 

World Court signs Kony’s arrest order 
1462:UGD:A : 


GOVERNMENT 

1,000 IDPs face starvation in Guiu 
1523:UGD:B 

Goverment gets referendum judgment, Act 
nullified 1414:UGD:A 

Govt orders unilateral truce in the north 
1523:UGD:A 

Govt to resume Karimojong disarmament 
1258:UGD:C 

Law to ban media monopolies 1437:UGD:A 

MPs walk out over referendum Bill 
1545:UGD:A 

Museveni rejects referendum ruling 
1402:UGD:A 

_ Museveni summons Mutale over financial 

scam 1451°UGDA 

Parliament passes referendum Bill 
1545:UGD:A 

Second Referendum Act overturned 
1402:UGD:A 

Team set up to disarm Karimojong 
1486:UGD:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
26,000 sleep in the open in Lira 
1318:UGD:A 
Uganda faces UN suspension 1258:UGD:B 


JUDICIARY 
Court upholds referendum 1462:UGD:B 
Second Referendum Act overturned 
1402:UGD:A 
World Court signs Kony’s arrest order 
1462:UGD:A 


LABOUR 
50,000 leave school for tobacco growing 
1319:UGD:B 
Trade union signs pact 1427:UGD:A 


MEDIA 
Law to ban media monopolies 1437:UGD:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


ANNUAL INDEX 


Justice Forum calls for referendum boycott 
1258:UGD:A 


Z 
ZAMBIA 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


Congo 
Over 1,000 Congolese refugees enter Zambia 
1319:ZMB:A 


FOREIGN AID 
PTA signs $31m loan with ADB 1355:ZMB:B 


GOVERNMENT 

Chief Kaputa arrested 1295:ZMB:A 

Condom handouts banned 1510:ZMB:A 

Coup plotters released 1403:ZMB:A 

Economist arrested for money laundering, 
theft 1271:ZMB:A 

Ex-mayor Mwamba’s suspension lifted 
1295:ZMB:A 

Female lawyers’ plea to President 
1391:ZMB:A 

Former army chief Musengule arrested 
1486:ZMB:A 

Former envoy to US flees 1331:ZMB:A 

Former ZNCB boss Musonda arrested 
1391:ZMB:B 

Govt bans all fishing activities 
1534:ZMB:B 

Govt, European Commission sign K12.4 
billion grant 1558:ZMB:A 

Lawyers express concem over failure to 
honour rule of law 1258:ZMB:A 

Lawyers express concer over failure to 
honour rule of law 1258:ZMB:A 

Minister Kapijimpanga summoned 1414:ZMB:A 

Over 3,000 landmines destroyed 1500:ZMB:A 

President slams police brutality 
1559:ZMB:B 

Sixty-nine illegal aliens rounded up 
1271:ZMB:B 


HEALTH 


70 per cent of hospital beds occupied by 
HIV patients 1523:ZMB:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Rights group calls for constitutional 
court 1462:ZMB:A 


JUDICIARY 


Chiluba denies stealing $488,000 
1800:ZMB:C 


Ex-army chief appears in court for abuse: 


of authority 1500:7MB:B 
Farmer escapes the noose 1463:ZMB:B 
Four sentenced to death for murder 
1342:ZMB:A 


High Court denies Funjika bail 1378:ZMB:A 


High Court orders Shansonga’s arrest 
1355:ZMB:A l 
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Minister Kapijimpanga summoned 1414:ZMB:A 


UK court freezes Chiluba’s assest 
1534:ZMB:A 


MEDIA 


Attack on scribe's supporters condemned 


1282:ZMB:A 
Media Committee questions govt silence 
over information Bill 1282:ZMB:A 
Media Committee questions govt silence 
over information Bill 1282:2MB:A 
Photo-journalist beaten and detained 
1282:Z2MB:A 
President slams police brutality 
1559:ZMB:B 


ZIMBABWE 


AGRICULTURE 
Even where the Soil is rich, Zimbabwe’s 
farmers go hungry 1306:ZIM:C 


BUSINESS 
Banking crisis worsens 1259:ZIM:A 


DISEASE / EPIDEMICS 


Mugabe admits AIDS has affected his family 


1438:ZIM:C as 


FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


zambia 
Zimbabwe's white farmers start anew in 
Zambia 1320:Z|IM:B 


GOVERNMENT 
20 Asians arrested 1343:ZIM:A 
800 auditors flee Zimbabwe 1437:ZIM:A 
Alleged coup averted 1319:ZIM:A 


Church, Zanu-PF on collision course over 


NGO Bill 1611:ZIM:B 

Churches raise doubts on fair poll 
1415:ZiM:B 

Cleric confrotns Mugabe 1486:ZIM:A 

Commonwealth is evil, says Mugabe 
1343:ZIM:B 

Equipment seizures illegal 1379:ZiM:B 


oe 
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First female Vice-President swom in 
1546:ZIM:D 

Harare raises death spectre 1319:ZIM:A 

Hunger claims 10 more lives in Bulawayo 
1546:ZIM:E 

Introduction of NGO Bill hailed 1463:ZIM:A 

Mercenaries plane nabbed in Harare 
1306:ZIM:B 

Minister arrested 1355:ZIM:A 

Mugabe accused of poll torture 1452:ZIM:D 

Mugabe admits AIDS has affected his family 
1438:ZIM:C 

Mugabe agrees to dialogue 1271:ZIM:A 

Mugabe refuses extradition 1452:ZIM:C 

Mugabe's ban gives school an early death 
1438:ZIM:B 

Mugabe's succession rocks ruling party 
1545:ZIM:B 

Nango, lawyers slam NGO's Bill 1452:ZIM:A 

New twist to jet puzzle 1319:ZIM:A 

One million urban Zimbabweans need food 
aid 1259:ZIM:E 

State drafts domestic violence Bill 
1546:ZiM:C 

State lifts ban on food for suspected 
mercenaries 1342:ZIM:A 

Striking traffic controllers sacked 
1259:ZIM:B 

Two mercenaries freed 1510:ZIM:A 

ZANU-PF wins crucial by-poll 1331:ZIM:A 

Zanu-PF, MDC MPs agree on poll changes 
“1548:ZIM:A 

Zimbabwe to nationalise all farmland 
1391:ZIM:A l 

Zimbabwe ‘unlikely to beat IMF deadline’ 
1414:ZIM:A 


HUMAN RIGHTS 
Lawyers slam MDC MP's imprisonment 
1523:ZIM:A 
New anti-corruption legislation 
‘unconstitutional’ 1403:ZIM:A 
Rights activists arrested 1463:ZIM:B 


JUDICIARY ` 
Court dismisses newspapers appeal 
1427:ZIM:C 
Judicial officers granted bail 1259:ZIM:D 
MDC legislator Sikhala sentenced 
1259:ZIM:C 
Suspected mercenaries further remanded 
1342:ZIM:A 
Time Bank bosses further remanded 
1535:ZIM:A 
Tsvangirai acquitted in treason case 
1500:ZIM:A 
LAW & ORDER / TERRORISM 


$5.2 billion stolen; police keen to quiz 
bank director 1452:ZIM:B 


ANNUAL INDEX 


AirZim workers held for human trafficking 
1427:ZIM:A 

Businessman slams fraud charges as 
‘trumped up’ 1378:ZIM:A 

Chegutu mayor Dhlakama arrested 1427:ZIM:B 

Cops attack kid at MDC rally 1367:ZIM:B 

EU beef ban begins to bite 1283:ZIM:A 

MP Paradza arrested 1559:2ZIM:B 

Mugabe accused of poll torture 1452:ZIM:D 

Police ban launch of MDC’'s economic policy 
1282:ZIM:A 

Police raid community radio station 
1331:21M:B 

Rights activists arrested 1463:Z1M:B 

Spy probe marks new leadership scandal 
1559:ZIM:A 

Tsvangirai denies plot to kill Mugabe 
1271:ZIM:A 


MEDIA 

Editor, reporter appear in court 
1391:ZIM:B 

Journalist arrested 1511:ZIM:D 

Journalist expelled 1355:ZIM:B 

Joumalists face 20 years in jail under 
new law 1535:ZIM:B ; 

Journalists released 1260:ZIM:F 

Newsman brutally attacked 1366:ZIM:A 

Paradza sues Mahoso, MIC 1403:ZIM:B 

Three journalists arrested 1259:ZIM:F 

Three journalists from ‘The Herald’ 
dismissed for working with VOA 1306:ZIM:A 


POLITICAL PARTIES 


Political parties join MDC election 
boycott 1511:ZIM:C 
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